A case of diabetes, with an historical sketch of that disease / [Thomas
Girdlestone].

Contributors
Girdlestone, Thomas, 1758-1822.

Publication/Creation
Yarmouth : Printed by I.D. Downes, for G.C. and J. Robinson, London, 1799.

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/fkqnérh6

License and attribution

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/




























( viii )

which are excited by a diabetes, the moft re-
folute fhould ceafe to pay any regard to me-
dical reftrictions. Dr. Rollo fuppofes all that
has been faid before his work on diabetes,
may be learned from Drs. Cullen, Dobfon,
Home, and Richter. Though Dr. Cullen has
referred only to twelve authors, Dr. Dobfon
to none, Dr. Home to {even, and Dr. Rich-
ter to four, on this difeafe, yet there can be
no doubt but they have all read much on the
fubjeft. The fpeculations of Dr. Cullen and
Dr. Beddoes, have led Dr. Rollo to experi-
ments which will give great credibility to the
random cures of diabetes, that are to be met
with in books, and to the adoption of a treat-
ment which will fometimes cure, and always,
probably as long as the diet can be adhered
to, fufpend the difeafe. But as a fyflematic
writer, Dr. Cullen is defeftive on the diabe-
tes, in not mentioning the hear, and fome-
times pain in making urine, which Aretaus
and other old writers have noticed. As the
proximate caufe of diabetes has varied with
the theories of medicine which have pre«
vailed in the different ages, it may appear de-

firable
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firable to a {peculative reader, that no opi-
nion of this difeafe be altogether overlooked.
And as it is not always ealy, by reading, to
determine the gradations of the fweet, the
infipid, and the czliac, diabetes from each
other, I have direéled the attention of the
reader to thofe varieties of the difeafe, which
I have been able to colleét from authors.

I cannot pretend, from the fcanty refources
of a country colleétion of books, to enume-
rate all the authors om diabetes, though im
fearching for the particular {fymptoms which
I met with in Capt. M. I have glanced at the
opinions and cafes that are {cattered through
mapy works. But from the want of feveral
of the original producttions, I have been obhi-
ged to take the opinions of fome, from the
quotations of others: AndasI have found
inaccuracies in the works of Bonetus, and
fimilar compilers, on comparing them with
the original produttions which I poffefs, a
mote penfect hiftorical fketch of this difeafe,
may doubtlels be ecafily produced from a
larger library, Lt is alfo but decent for me
to confefs, that ti’l{]ugh fome of the authors

whom
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3d. The firft great alteration for the better
in his feclings, arofe on the third night after
taking a pint and a half of animal jelly, which
increafed his weight the next morning two
pounds. |

4th. The eating of crabs or any other fhell-
fith always relieved his thirft and other diabe-
tic fymptoms, ftill more powerfully than any
other animal food; but that whiting and all
other fith not of the fhell kind, reproduced
the thirft, &c. as rapidly as any vegetables.

6th, That the diet of animal food took
away the afthma.*

7th, That the patient continued to make
repeated trials with vegetables, &ec, at the
diftance of fix weeks after he thought himfelf
well; but the experiment always immediatcly
reproduced the drynefs of the fkin and limpid
urine. IHe therefore gave up farther experi-
ments until the month of November, when I
requelted him to try fried eggs, parfneps, and

cabbages,

* Savauge has taken notice that diabetes

and afthma will fometimes alternate with each
other,
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pofition, which is compounded with the verb,
then twmefcunt circa lumbos teftes et ifchia, only
mean the utmoll diftention of the bladder,
which would certainly take place under a
retention of urine in the diabetes,

The firft Latin tranflation of Aretaus was
publifhed in 1552, by junius Paulus Cral-
fus, a phyfician of Padua.

Henifchius adopted the verfion of Crafs
fus, and in the above paffage the commen-
tators {feem to have followed each other,
It is not 'to''be wondered at, that thole
commentators, who were ignorant of ana-
tomy, fhould not fee the neceflity of dif-
tinguithing between a fwelling near to parts,
and parts themfelves fwelling. But one could
[carcely have fuppofed that fuch medical
men as  Petit, Wiggans, and Boerhaave,
could have adopted the Latin ofythis fen-
tence without making on it a fingle com-
ment,

[ am aware, that f{cholars may fay an
accufalive cale coming after a ncuter verb,
may be referred to the ellipfis: zrz, and
that in tranflating fuch a fentence, the ac-

cufative
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eufative cafe is commonly conflrued as a
nominative one to the verb. But they muft
be alfo aware, that Verba 'cum prepofi-
fionibus = compofita regunt v prepofitionum.
And that' Aretzus meant zzpodeovg, fhould
have the 'fame ‘power over the nouns in
this fentence, as if he had written it o:deovz
supe 1 conclude from the preceding chap-
ter of his on the dropfy: for when he
defcribes the anafarca of the prepuce and
fcrotum, (where he might naturally enough
fuppofe the teftes themfelves to be {welled)
he ufes the uncompounded verb, and makes
the prepuce and teftes the nominative cales
to the verb D:ﬁsuvgapxﬂ; TE el .m'_agé;: which
the commentators have tranflated  infumef=
“cunt tefles et preputium.’’

Whoever will take the trouble to read
Aretzus, will find that author was too well
acquainted with the anatomy of the kidnies,
ureters, and bladder, to fuppofe that the fup=
preflion of urine'only for a little time, would
make the telticles dwell. In this country,
the retention of urine has fo overdiftended
the bladder; as to deprive it of its attion,

and
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gives the following account of the ferpent
dipfas. ' \

Dipfas feu fitula feu ferpens fitire faciens,
elt ferpens cujus longitudo eft palmi unius:
et fuper corpus ejus funt veftigia nigra plu-
rima, et caput cjus eft parvum, et collum
ipfius groflum, et incipit creatura ejus ex
collo groflo ufque ad caudam, f{ubtilem:
et forma, ejus elt forma vipere et color
ejus ufque ad caudum, ad nigridinem eft
declivis et incedit conquaflando caudam
fuam et habitat in littoribus maris, et in-
venitur ut plurimum in regione Lokiati et
Affem. Dicitur autem Grace dipfas, quod
Latin¢ idem quod fitire faciens; et dicitur
fitula quia adeo fitire facit quod fitula in-
diget. Accidentia confequentia morfuram
ejus funt aduftio ventris et inflammatio et
appetitus vehementiflimus bibendi precipue
aquam ufque ad mortem, quamvis nunquam
fatietur abfque exitu rei alicujus per urinam
vel per fudorem: quare inflatur venter ejus
totus et currit aqua in venas 1pfius: et tan-
dem cum fiti vechementiflima moritur, ut
hydropicus nifi e1 debite fubveniatur. Caufa

omnium



( 46 )

omnium prafatorum accidentium eft prafata
veneni ferpentis praedicti natura, qua {ui ex-
cefliva et confequentur aduftia caliditate, ven-
trem adurit et inflammat, et fui venenofa
proprietate infatiabilem appetitum bibendi
precipu¢ aquam inducit et corpus adurendo
feu inflammando et confequenter exiccando
et corrugando, ficut corium ab ignis caliditate
vias urine et corporis porofitates conftringie
ct confequenter oppilat quare retinetur urina
et prohebetur {fudor: propter qued aquofi-
tas tranfmittitur ad ventris concavitatem et
confequenter venter ipfe inflatur et tumefit et
pars ctiam aquofitatis currit cum fanguine
in venas ipfius: quare tandem cum fiti ve-
hementifima moritur nifi e1 debite fuccura-
tur.—Vide Ardoyni opus de Venenis, p. 356.

And as diuretics are recommended by Avi-
cenna, for the cure of the bite of this ferpent,
it may be inferred, that Areteus meant, if the
dropfical diftention from the bite of the fer-
pent dipsas was not relieved by a critical
evacuation of urine, the patient would sud-
denly burit; or if this evacuation took place,
it might eftablifh a diabetes, and fo at laft end
fatally. Galen
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tence of oxygene in the faliva of a healthy
man. And Galen* has obferved among the
preternatural taftes, that the {weat, the faliva,
the matter expettorated from the lungs, or
vomitted from the ftomach, will each fome-
times become f{weet to the tafte. Guidott,
when he was a ftudent at Oxford, and only
eighteen years of age, attributed the faccha-

BD. ; ring

ac prorfus mirabiles fuas vires, quas folvendo,
fundendo, abftergendo, et licet infipida vidca-
tur, potenter penetrando in fermentatione ci-
borum, purificatione chyli, ejufdemque in
fanguinem mutatione, coélioneque abfolvit.—
Baglv: de Salivee Natura ufu et Morbis,

* ¢« Tertio ad hoc fymptomatum genus, et
“ qualitates corporis mutatas, refert Galenus
*“ ¢ttam fapores preternaturales, cum filicet
¢ fudorem in os aliquando defluentem gufla-
“ mus, aut falive mutatam qualitatem percipi-
“ mus; ficut et eorum qua ex pulmone eji-
“ ciuntur, aut e ventriculo evomuntur, qua
“ alids auftera, aliis acida, alids falfa, alids
“ amara, alias dulcia apparent.”’—Sehnertus,
tom. 1, lib. 1i. cap. x. de symptomatibus qu=
in qualitatibus corporis mutatis confiftunt.
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rine tafte of diabetic urine, to an imperfeét
affimulation of the chyle.

The bulimous appetite which fometimes at-
tends the diabetes, is thought by Dr. Rolle,
rather to precede than fuccced the immode-
rate evacuation of urine. As the greateft
number of diabetic patients appear to have
been of very perfpirable conftitutions, prior
to their having any difeafe, it is probable,
they had originally more appetite than the
generality of people. Almoft all perfons new-
ly arrived in an hot climate, if they remain
free from acute difeafes, may be faid to la-

bour for fome months under a cutaneous dia-
~ betes.  And the tafte and fmell of the perfpi-
ration, 1s generally, as Dr. Mofely obferves,
acid 1n tropical climates.. There the appetite,
while the perfpiration goes on, is exceedingly
keen, but during thofe hours that the hot
winds prevail, the perfpiration and the appe-
tite are both {fulpended. As {oon as the fea
breeze returns, the perfpiration becomes co-
pious, and the appetite ravenous. Andasa
perfon becomes {cafoned, that is lefs per{pi-
rable, the appetite is more moderate.

Future



( 35 )

Future fafts muflt determine whether fai-
lors be exempted from this difeafe. '

But as neither thirft nor a copious flow of
urine is likely to make a failor confider him-
felf fick while he is feeding on falt provifions,
it is not improbable that the fcorbutic fymp-
toms (which almoft always will appear towards
the decline of a diabetes) are the firft {ymp-
toms which drive a failor to his furgeon: And
a navy furgeon very naturally looking with a
fcorbutic eye at his patient, may have confi-
dered many a diabetic cafe as that of a true
feafcurvy. Dr. Harbeck’s patient was a mas-
ter ‘of a' fhip, but'whether his voyages from
Briftel were long or fhort, neither Gidott nor
Harbeck have noticed.
~ Avicenna remarks, that the eating of quin-
ces brings on diabetes. Pafchalius gives a
cafe of a patient who died of a diabetes which
was brought on by lithontriptic medicines :
And another who had this difeafe from the
eating of quinces.

Dodonzus mentions a cafe of diabetes be-
ing brought on by drinking of the waters of
the fountain of Leodienfis,

Ee Tulpius,
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Tulpius, gives a cafe of diabetes which was
induced by an infufion of nettles in wine;
Amatus, by famphire, and Loffius, by the drink
of the fpawn of frogs. Schenkius mentions,
that this difeale has been brought on by the
fuccus betule, and Grimmius, by the ufe of
tea. Dolzus relates the cafe of his uncle,
who in one night’s time, brought on a diabe-
tic difcharge by the drinking of ¢yder,

John Baptift: Theodofius fays, he had {een
the true diabetes only in two women, which
difeafe they had induced by the abufe of Ro-
man wine.

Dr. Home knew the chylous fpecies of
diabetes, ““ brought on by too frequent dofes
“ of jallap and mercur: dalc.”

Dr. Falconer obferves, that the Japanefe*
are {ubjeél to diabetes and atrophy, from the
ufe of tea; And that he knew a man, who

induced

* Remarks ﬁn the Influence of Climates,
by Dr. Falconer, (Printer, Dilly) p. 2535.
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induced a diabetes by the drinking of fpruce

beer.t '
Galen thinks the diabetes like the lientery
may be called a necrofis or death of the two
powers affimulation and atirallion (abforption.)*
But in the other parts of his works he has writ-
ten as if he thought the difeafe fometimes arofe
from the kidneys.t Theophilus and moft of
the Galenifts fuppofed that the kidnies in con-
fequence of a morbid heat in them attratted
more copioufly ferum from the veins; that the
veins imbibed from the liver; and the liver
from the inteftines and ftomach, till the kid-
nies being opprefled by the weight, relieved
themfelves by a difcharge of ferum to the
bladder: And that hence arofe the immode-
rate

T Dr. Falconer’s Letter to Dr. Rollo in
his Work on Diabetes. :

* To de ouy mubypa TolOUTGY 4TIV, 0I0Y &V TY Téps
YUSTEQEAEIEYTIZ VERPWCIS wg v Ekoi Tig epPaTepuwy
TWy QUVZLENY RANGIBTINNG TE Net uéﬂeawrtnq;.-——(;a-
lenus de Crifibus, lib, i, cap. iii.  *

T Galenus, lib. vi. cap. iii, de locis affec-~
tibus,
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rate thirft, the accumulation of drink at the
kidnies, and the expulfion of it to the blad-
der.” Attuarius thinks, that the diabetes is
cither a difeafe of the kidnies or the liver.

As 1 am not in pofleflion of Paracelfus's
works, T fhall give that author’s opinion of
the caufe of diabetes, as I find it abridged in
Dolaus. * Diabeticam paflionem vero de-
« feribit Paracelfus, guod fit fal ficcum refo=
“lutum & fciflum et angulofum peringreflum
“ acuti falis pofitum in medio centro hujus
“membri principialis, hoc fal eft juxta ipfum
““ chronicum, permanens & fixum.””—P. 659,
Dolei. 2 i9d eoia

Van Helmont thinks, that the diabetes 1s
caufed by an acid not being corretted by the
bile: That the whole chyle becoming acid
by the fermentation of the ftomach, if unim-
pregnated with the bile, will be immediately
changed into a falt, which if uncorreéted, and
conveyed with the fluids to the kidnies, will
excite diabetes, - '

Marlianus fuppofes the caule of diabetes to
be a converfion of the air in' the arteries to
water.

Eutachius
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Eutachius Rudius thinks, that befides a
difeafed heat in the kidnies and liver, a mor=
bid retention in the ftomach is the caufe of
this'difeafe.’ | .

Sennertus thinks an imperfeét fangmﬁcatmn
from a weakened attion of the ftomach is the
caufe of diabetes. 9

Moebius thinks that the diabetés. fumetlmes
arifes from coldnels, and fometimes’ frc:-m heat,
of the kidnies. | /! {25

Sylvius de Le’Boe thinks that l:lle dlabet{:s
lurks in the blood rather than in the kidnies :
that volatile falt and fixed alkah form the poi-
fon which by mixing with the Jatent acid of
the blood, forces a more copius ferum.

Willis thinks the diabetes originates rather
from the blood than from an affetiion of the
kidnies: That as the blood melts it is poured
off too copioully into ferofity: that the difeafe
confifts in laxity and a too diffolved ftate of
the blood :  And that irregularity of dict, the
conftant-abufe of cyder, beer, and other acid
wines, and perturbation of mind, tend to fa-
vour its production.

The opinions of Riverius on this difeafe,
correfpond with thofe of the Galenifts.

Etmuller
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Etmuller divides the diabetes into the vera,
notha, and caliaca. By the vera, he like
Langius, means the infipid diabetes, by the
notha, the limpid faccharine urine, and by
cxliaca, the milky urine. Etmuller thinks
thefe difeafes arife from too much laxity and
acids. And he refers to the ftory of the co-
riander {eed being taken by the ftomach, and
evacuated with the urine, as feen by Pigrzus,
as if he* {carcely doubted it.

Tulpius

* There are many other of thele fort of
wonderful tales to be met with, As the five
needles which were {wallowed and difcharged
by urine, as related by Langius: The bair-
pin the breadth of four fingers long, which
~after the death of the patient, was found in
the bladder, as recorded by Alexander Bene-
dittus: The fmall key which had been fwal-
lowed, and was long afterwards extratted
from the bladder, with the calculus which had
formed round it, as related by Jo. Matthaus:
The evacuation of grape’s ftones, melon feeds,
&c. with the urine, as related by Georg: Hi-
eron: Vellchius. |
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¢ quick returns of it after eating, mark an in-
“ creafed attion of the ftomach. »* (page 60)
And that “ By means of the {ftomach and ge-
“ neral regimen, the fyftem may be hyper-
“ oxygenated, may be de-oxygenated, and
“ may be confined to its neceffary oxygenated
“ ftate.”” But as a voracioufnefs* or keenefs
of appetite is by no means a conftant attend-
ant of this difeafe, many may prefer the term
of a flomach not being in perfeit force,t to
an increafed, or peculiar allion of the flomach.
Where the food was thrown up undiffolv-
ed, there may be no objettion to the term of

a

* See Dr. Fothergill’s patient’s cafe by Dr.
Dickfon, in the Medical Obfervations and
Enquiries, vol. iil. )

T In the cafe which is publifhed in Dr.
Rollo’s end edition, of a man who died, and
had been originally under the direlions of
Mr. Thomas and Dr. Rollo; Mr. Thomas
remarked, that no faccharine urine was ever
induced in this patient, by the eating of par{-
nips; but that bread always reproduced fweet
urine. |
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a peculiar or increafed attion i/n #he flomach,
though there is as much objeétion to an in-
creafed aétion of the flomach, as there would
be to fay the attion of a cafk was increafed,
when its contents were fermenting into vine-
gar. Indeed, the beft proofs of the aétion of
the ftomach are, when it is able to prevent
thofe chemical changes from going on, which
always do take place in mixtures of faccha-
rine matters and liquids, if expofed to heat,
where there is no life.

Dr. Rutherford thinks, that the laéteals,
abforbents, and the lymphatics of the lungs,
would be found enlarged in the diabetes:
And that the extraordinary quantity of water
on the furface of the lungs, is produced to be
rcabforbed, to fupply the extraordinary quan-
tity of urine. But in Dr. Cawley’s cale, the
patient died of a marafmus, not from the in-
creafed quantity, but from the altered quality
of the urine.

Dr. Brec thinks,- the diabetes may be fome-
times induced by a diftended ftomach {rom
dyfpepfia, or gluttony; by which diftenfion, a

G 2 compreflion
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of diabetes, authors have obferved that the
infipid diabetes is very rarely a fatal difeafe.
But in the faccharine diabetes, the event has
generally been reckoned dangerous, as often
ending fatally in fevers, or fome other untraét-
able difeafe, efpecially in theold, or after fe-
vers, or in thofe who had been previoully
weakened by fatigues, or venery: though
when this difeafe took place in young {ubjeéts
and was foon difcovered, they might recover.
Willis, after giving his method of cure, con-
fefles, that though he cured patients with this
difeafe, they were very fubjett to relapfes, and
that the diathefes generally remained for life.
The urine, as Dr. Pearfon obferves, may con-
tain fugar, even in the infipid diabetes. And
it is probable by the letter of Dr. Storer, and
the various hiftories of cafes that are to be met
with in Dr. Rollo’s fecond edition, that there
are diabetes with faccharine tafted urine, which
are not fatal difeafes, whether they happen in
the old or young; or have been fooner or la-
ter difcovered: While other cafes which had
been early difcovered, and dietetically treat-

ed,
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ed, had the fymptoms for a time fufpended,
but could not be cured.* Probably in
fuch cafes, a paralytic torpor feizes on fome
of the glands, which are neceflary to chylifi-
cation ; hence lofs of appetite, marafmus, fcur-
vy, anafarca, and partial deaths about the
throat, cheft, &c. lead on to the death of the
whole body, and prove that the term necrofis
is fometimes not too ftrong, which Galen has
given to this difeale.

With the variety of opinions about the
caufe of diabetes, the method of cure, of
courfe varied. Areteus, who fuppofes the
difeafe to arife from coldnels and moifture,
thinks that it requires a fimilar treatment to

the

* 1 have been told, that Dr. Gillam, who
accompanied Lord Macartney to China, la-
boured under a diabetes, and that the difeafe
was [ufpended for fome months, by Dr. Rollo’s
plan. But whether Dr. GHlam died in con-
{equence of the regimen ceafing to have any
effetts over the diabetes, or from his no
longer having the refolution to adhere to the
dict, the gentleman who informed me of his
death, had not afcertained.
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The nobleman, who was a patient of Drs.
Michelwait, Wicherly, and Willis, was cured
in a month’s time, by a diftillation of cyprefs
tops, eggs, and milk, to which gum arabic,
gum tragacanth, and faccharum penidium,
were added. His diet confifted chiefly of
milk, and he took every night an opiate
draught. He afterwards relapfed, and then
was cured by a fimilar plan, and the addition
of lime water. James, in his medical dittio-
nary, fays, that Willis gives “ the hiftory of a
““ woman of about fifty years of age, and of a
“ full habit of body, who fo long laboured
“ under a diabetes and falivation {ucceeding
“ each other alternately, that her ftrength was
“ highly exhaufted: For this patient, he pre-
“{cribed an infufion of rhubarb in Canary
““wine; afew days after, he ordered her Ful-
“ler's decottum catechu compofitum, every
“night: And for common drink, Florence
“ wine diluted with Briftol waters; by which
“means, both diforders were effettually re-
““moved in two or three weeks, and the pa-
“ tient enjoyed perfeét health for feveral years
“after.”” But in the edition of Willis’s works

Ia2 by
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“ five drops to a dofe, without exciting great
“ uneafinefs in the bowels. The body was kept
“ conftantly open, cither with rhubarb, or
“ infufion of {enna joined with rhubarb. He
“had for common drink, barley water, rice
¢ water, lime water and milk, lime water
« alone, fage, balm, or mint tea, fmall beer,
“ fimple water, and water acidulated with the
 vitriolicacid. About the end of May 1793,
“ as he feemed to gain little further advan-
“ tage from being in the hofpital, I was defi-
“ rous that he fhould have an opportunity of
 drinking the waters of Matlock. I provi-
““ ded, therefore, for the expences of hisjour-
“ ney, and recommended him, at the fame
““ time, to the charitable attention of a gen-
“ tleman upon the {pot. The patient, how-
¢ ever, never went to Matlock; and, whether
“ he was athamed of having mif-applied what
 was given for his relief, or he relapfed into
“ the more dangerous ftages of the difeafe, I
“ could never learn, as he came from a re-
“ mote part of the country.”

A cafe, which was only fo far recovered,

that the patient evacuated fourteen pints of
urine
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urine in the twenty-four hours, ought not to
be referred to as a cure.

Frank cured his patients by a generous
plan of diet, and belladonna and tonic medi-
cines.

Dr. Ferriar’s patient had the thirft and
{fweetifh urine of a true diabetes, and was
cured by vitriolic acid and the bark,

Dr. Peter Shee’s* patient had been a gla-
zier; and with the fymptoms of diabetes, he
had a paralytic affetion of the right fide,
Dr. Shee fulpended the diabetes for nine
months, with gum kino, camphor, and flores
zinci, fimarouba, valerian, and catechu, and
a generous plan of diet. The patient repro-
duced his difeafe by intemperance and died.

Mr. Scott, in his letter to Sir Jofeph Banks,
fays, that he cured the only two inftances of
diabetes which he met with in India, by mer-
cury, after many other remedies had been
tried; that one of these patients relapfed, and
he cured him with nitric acid. But it is

K 2 doubtful

* Duncan’s Annals of Medicine, vol. 1.
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dete@ted in his urine, were any proofs of a
fuper-oxygenated ftate of his fyltem. The
copper-coloured blotches on Capt. M’s fkin,
which preceded any other {ymptoms of dif-
eafe, and the ecchymofis which he had about
the toes upon the preflure of them, only from
walking crofs a room, foon after the detec-
tion of his difeale, were certainly no figns of
a fuper-oxygenated {yftem. '

The firft-drawn blood from this patient,
whatever pretenfions it might have to inflam-
matory blood, yet it wanted that red colour
which Dr. Beddoes has defined to be the cha-
ratteriftic of fuper-oxygenated blood. Per-
haps, it was the want of humidity, and not the
excefs of oxygene in Capt. M’s blood, which
prevented it from becoming putrid. For, if
oxygenated fubftances kept longer from pu-
trefattion than dif-oxygenated {ubftances, then
raw meat would keep longer from putrefacs
tion than boiled or roafted meat, which I ap-
prehend is not the faét. Nor, is it a fatt,
that fiflh will keep longer from putrefaélion

than other flefh, though in the diabetes, al-
moft
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molft all filhes which are not of the fhell kind,
affet the urine like vegetables.

The quantity of {ugar detefled in the urine
of Capt. M. was calculated at twenty-nine
ounces in the twenty-four hours, which, one
would think, was more than the whole quan-
tity of food fwallowed would yield; therefore
the greateft part of the fugar muft have been

2

derived from the air; and the kidnies muft
have robbed the whole {yftem of oxygene,
and left the patient in that ftate of dif~oxyge-
nation, which fhould have cured the diabetes.

The beft marked cafle of Richter’s, is that,
where the patient relapfed three different
times. But, though the fymptoms of fea {cur-
vy appeared with the laft relapfe of diabetes,
yet it was taken away by {wect wort, which,
according to Dr. Rollo’s theory, fhould have
cured the fcurvy and increafed the diabetes.

In Dr. Marfhall’s cafe, the blood had loft
all the red colour, and the urine had ceafed
to be fweet, yet the intolerable thirft conti-
nued to the laft.

Dr. Rollo fuppofes the mercury to oxyge-
nate the blood, and fcurvy to be a difealc

where
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“ that he had been twice bled, and was cured.
“ He then fubmitted without any further mur-
“ muring, to the operation, which was per-
‘“ formed by Dr. Wattman.”’

The bark and alum, which was firft ordered
for Capt. M. foon increafed the heart-burn
fo much, that I was obliged to {ubftitute bark,
opium and calomel, and under that plan,
his diabetes afflumed fuch a chronic form, as
enabled him to perform the duty of Brigade-
Major to Gen. Loftus, for feveral weeks.
And Capt. M. did not reproduce the {ymp-
toms of deb:lity, until he had danced at an
affembly, and accompanied on horfeback Gen.
Loftus to and from Norwich, and afterwards
rode to Beccles and back again, which journies
were both performed in the courfe of a few
days, and amounted to more than 70 miles.
As foon as the difeafe took on a more attive
appearance, I recolletted Dr. Rollo’s original
requeft, and haftened Capt. M. to Woolwich.
My reafons why I had not ordered Capt. M.
to be bled, were ftated to Dr. Rollo, and ac-
knowledged by him, as may be feen in the

letters which form the appendix. A Captain
of
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of the Oxford militia, was quartered at that
time in Yarmouth, whofe father had been cured
of a diabetes, by the Briftol water. I had alfo
informed Dr. Rollo of the cafe of Dr, W X
near Bury, in Suffolk, who had been three
times cured of this difeafe, by drinking the
Briftol water on the {pot. And, as I had found
by my reading, that in the time of Leigh, Short,
and Blackmore, Briftol water was confidered
as a fpecific in the diabetes, I had advifed
Capt. M. if his difeafe was not in the courfe
of a few weeks removed, to go down to Briftol,
and to depend entirely on that water for his
cure.

Though the additional number of patients,
which the conneflions of many militia regi-
ments and a fleet drew about Yarmouth at a
very fickly feafon of the year, left me no lei-
fure to enter upon experiments on the blood
of Capt. M. yet, I do not hefitate to fay, I
would not facrafice the immediate fafety of
any patient, fo far to curiofity, as to order
him to be bled under the rapid increafe of
debility, which was defcribed in my firft letter
to Dr. Rollo, to oblige him, or any phyfician
in the kingdom.

L2 By
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He thinks, that the women who give fuck,
and the patients who labour under diabe-
tes mellitus, part with larger quantities of
fugar in the twenty-four hours, than the quan-
tity of the food which they had fwallowed in
that time would yield; and, on this account,
and the glandular ftru¢ture of the kidnies, the
diabetic difcharge ought to be called a fecre-
tion, and not a {eparation.

Dr. Ontyd, from the cafes of Drs, Frank,
Ofterdyk, Dickfon, and Rello, afferts, that
the bulimous appetite does not always attend
the diabetes. Ofterdyk’s patient, who had
no appetite, died on the tenth day of the dil-
order. Dr. Ontyd thinks, that while the ap-
petite keeps up in this difeafe; it may remain
in a chronic ftate; but, that where there 15 no
appetite, the difeale is apt to become rapidly
{atal.

He thinks the principles of animal food are
hydrogene, carbone, and oxygene: that the
principles of vegetables are carbone, hydro-
gene, oxygene, and in fome plants, azote:
that hydrogene, carbone, and a confiderable
pertion of oxygene, are both in blood and 1n

fuet,
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{uet, and therefore, he cannot fee how blood,
fuet, or milk, which Dr. Rollo ufed with his
diabetic patients, could be faid to dil~oxyge-
nate the fyftem.

Dr. Ontyd is aware of the utility of a diet
of animal food, becaufe he thinks a {pecific
ftimulus 1s brought on by a vegetable diet,
the confequence of which, is fweet urine.
And, he thinks animal food by a different {ti-
mulus, puts a {top to the fecretion of fweet
urine: But that the difeale 1s not always
cured, when the fweet urine is ftopped.

Dr. Ontyd thinks alfo, that after this difeafe
has continued for fome time, it may be more
difficult of cure from the change which the
kidnies may have undergone by its duration.

He thinks, it is not proved by faéis, that
diabetic blood is generally buff-coloured:
nor that a diet of animal food has produced a
propenfity to diffolution of the blood: nor
that the itomach has the power of producing
fugar.

He thinks, by Dr. Rollo’s nofological ar-
rangement, inflammatory blood, and hyper-
oxygenated blood, are confidered as thez fame.

And,














































































