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FEPREF A CE.

H E indulgence of the Public is

_ {olicited in favour of a Work,
that has for its avowed obje@, the

good of mankind and the improvement

It is not fufficient to be acquainted
ith the general and ancient hiftory of

this important art: its progreflive and
. aily improvements ought to claim a
uperior fhare of our attention.

. We are well acquainted with the in-
eftimable advantages derived from the
‘practical works of a Pott, a Gooch,
d a Warner, and many others, whofe
names are unneceflary to mention ; and,
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i
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The profpect of the obligations they would
owe to fociety might have induced them to
renounce their 1atentions; but, what incan-
venience would have arifen! Little can be
expected from the exertions of a,man, who,
confcious of his own indolence, even fhrinks
from reflection on his duty. If the truth of
this maxim had its full influence, the prac-
tice of furgery would be confined to men of
talents and integrity. The ftudent, f{enfible
that he is refponfible for confequences which
his want of affiduity may occafion, will ap-
ply to more advantage his means of infor-
mation, and avoid the rifk of being, at fome
period, the murderer of him, who. implores
his affiftance, and who expects life from his
attention. The man of genius, who has made
ufeful difcoveries, and the experienced prac-
titioner, are both convinced, in the early part
of their lives, that they cannot, without a
crime injurious to humanity, referve exclu-
fively to themfelves the fruit of their labours.
And, as the death of many might be occa-
fioned by the delay of a fingle day, they will
be eager in adopting the readieft mode of ipub=
lication. The Chirurgical Journal will be
the quickeft and leaft expenfive medium of
communication ; and it offers fo many other

advane
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‘advantages, that we have reafon to be afto-
'nifhed that no one conceived the idea till the
‘middle of the eighteenth centary: it is not
a work for which there can be a fubftitute;
and, at prefent, it will fupply the place of all
‘others, Too many books on furgery are al-
ready publithed, and we have reafon to ap-
‘prehend the number will be ftill more multi-
plied: thefe circumftances will neceffarily tend
to injure the fcience; for, independant of the
‘expence of new publications which the finan-
ces of a young practitioner will rarely per-
'mit him to afford, he expends his time in the
perufal of books containing no new infor-
‘mation, or, perhaps, only a trifling number
of obfolete facts, which might be comprifed
in a few pages. Science is, at prefent, too
‘much advanced to fuppofe that new ideas only
can be prefented to the mind, and that vo-
lames can be written on fubjeéts already fre-
quently difcufled, and which, in fact, would
contain merely the fame ideas conveyed in
different language.

. Surgery then could not fail of being im-
proved, if, inftead of compofing a volume,
or even a complete fyftem, in which fome
new truths are blended with the whole, we

were to expofe thefe truths with fimplicity
§ B2 and
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and prebiﬁﬁn in a Journal. If we refle® on
the fate of all works, both ancient and mo-
dern, we fhall find them, in fome meafure,

fufceptible of improvement, and we mean.
ours to ferve as a fupplement to thefe pro-~
duions. This work has the invaluable ad-
vantage of belonging to all nations, to all
ages, and of being always new. It is eal]
to fupply omiflions, to correct the errors of
others and ourfelves. It is the property of
all, who contribute, by their labour, to its
perfetion; and, by publifhing their names
with their produltions, we give to each the
tribute of merit which is his due. In what-

ever country profeflional men may refide, it

to ferve for the diffufion of truth. From the
numerous and important obfervations of
which it ought to be the repofitory, it will
furnifh fuch cafes to the young and
practitioner as will ferve for the application
of his precepts, and tend to difpel his doubts
and confirm his praltice; it will be ev

ufeful to the experienced practitioner, by

fording him new information : for, whi
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by, and buried in, the ethmoidal cells and {phenoidal
finufies, &c.

- The functions of the brain not being influenced by
the accident, was a circumftance favourable to the
event of the cafe. The hemorrhage, from the nofe
and the arch: of the palate, was confiderable enough
to require immediate attention. With this view, a
flexible filver probe was introduced through the right
noftril into the fauces, the extremity of it pafled for-
ward, and, by the affiftance of a finger, brought out
of the mouth: in effecting this, fome difficulty was
experienced in confequence of the fwelling. At the
extremity of the prole, the ends of two waxed liga-
tures . were fixed, to the middle of which a doffil of
Jint was tied, - fufficiently Jarge to fill up that part
of the pharynx that correfponded to the pofterior
wmnoftrils.  In drawing the probe and ligature through
ithe nofe, the doflil was conveyed with it, and, by
-means of “the finger, introduced by the fauces, it was
applied to the pofierior opening of the noftrils. The
‘two ligatures that paffed out of the nofe were then fepa-
irated, and one was applied to the feptum nafi, and the
“other to the oppofite fide. The noflrils were then filled
" with fmall doffils of lint; and, on the laft, which was
larger than the reft, the ends of the two ligatures were
‘tied: thofe that remained in the mouth, for the
‘purpofe of withdrawing the doflil fituated in the zfo-
;.;phagus,“ were fixed on the cheek.

. After this hemorrhage was ftopped, the reduction of
;';-thc fratured jaw was unfuccefsfully attempted, in
confequence of the fwelling and tenfion of the foft
B parts.

&
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parts.  Comprefles, moiftened with aq. veg. min
were conftantly applied to the chin, cheeks, and flig
perior part of the neck, and a decotion of marfh-
mallows prefcribed for a gargle: the fwelling in-
creafed confiderably during the night: the next day
deglutition was painful and laborious ; and, as the
{welling progreflively increafed, on the fecond
he was unable to fwallow; but fhill, though
pearances were alarming, Mr. Default, relying ¢
cafes he had formerly feen, did not dtfpal: of fuc-
cels. ol
The doffils of lint, with which the pofterior n
trils were filled, being deemed unneceflary, w
withdrawn, fome through the noftril, and that in
fauces through the mouth, by means of li __
left, with that intention, on the outfide of the che
A large hollow bougie, of the elaftic gum, . with
bent probe, like a catheter, was introduced by
left noftril, and puthed as far as the middle and po
terior part of the pharynx: the probe was then with-
drawn with one hand, whilft the bougie was {fupporte -L
and fixed by the other: it was pufhed fhll
forward, with the intention of pafling it into th
afophagys ; but, deviating from the right direction,
it paffed into the larynx, which was known by
fort of guggling noife, and by the flame of a ca
being agitated when prefented to the onfice. = It was
immediately withdrawn, and, at the fecond attem
“was pafied into the inferior part of the pharynx, z
thence into the wfophagus; and we were affu
of this from the fame effects not taking place W
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the experiment of the candle was repeated. The
‘inftrument was fixed externally, by means of a ligature
‘gied to its extremity, and the ends twifted on two
pins, and pinned to each fide of his night-cap. Mr.
'Default, with a fyringe, injected four ounces of a
 ptifan of dog’s tooth fweetened with fyrup of lemons,
‘which was afterwards performed by the nurfe, being
‘previoufly inftruéted. By this contrivance, as much
broth and ptifan as his fituation required was ex-
‘hibited without inconvenience. He was apprifed of
the neceflity of taking fuftenance, ‘not by the ge-
neral feelings of hunger and thirft, but by a pecu-
liar fenfation of weaknefs and dragging in the epi-
' gaftric region, which ceafed when he had taken
nourifhment. ‘Thefe fluids paffed through the fo-
‘phagus into the ftomach, without producing uneafi-
nefs, or exciting any difpofition to vomit. On the
third day the fever and heat were rather confiderable.
The infide of the mouth was filled with portions of
floughs, which were in part detached by the conftant
application of the faliva and gargles. The fourth
day, when fuppuration commenced, the lacerated
parts of the tongue began to feparate. A gargle of
aq. hord. with mel. rofl. was prefcribed. Not any
nutriment, either {folid or fluid, could be taken, as
‘the pharynx was perfeétly impervious, in confequence
‘of the confiderable {welling that had taken place;
but, as the bougie ferved as a fubftitute, it was of
little moment. On the feventh, the fwelling had, in
Jome meafure, fubfided, the fever lefs, the fuppura-
‘tion from the infide of the mouth abundant, but the

pus
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fratured portions of the lower jaw ‘were confiderably
lefs deranged than immediately after the accident, but
the inequality was ftill one-fixth of an inch. The frac-
tured furfaces of the bone not being in immediate con-
tadt, and the parts being conflantly moiflened with the
faliva, were circumiftances unfavourable to the forma-
tion of callus. Another fruitlefs attempt was made
for its reduction, and, at laft, it was left to the re-
fources of nature. He remained at Paris one month
after he had declined the ufe of the bougie, and then
returned to his family with thefe diftrefling proofs of
his rathnefs. At this time' there remained three ci-
catrices on his right cheek, which united at the com-
miffure or juﬁ&iﬂn of the lips; thefe were occafioned
by the laceration produced by the explofion of the
powder ; the fratured jaw was not yet united, the
parts yet admitting of fome degree of motion; but
the irregularity was now much lefs perceptible, be-
ing not more than one-twelfth of an inch, and this
apparently occafioned by the firft dens molaris of
the right fide, that had been thrown inwards ; its ex-
traction was advifed, with the view of the parts re-
gaining their natural fituation. A {mall fiffure was
now only to be difcerned where the hole in the arch
of the palate had exifted, and this feemed as if it
would foon be effaced : he partly recovered his tafte,
and, though maftication was yet painful, he could eat
folid food and chew even crufts of bread. Some
difficulty he experienced in {peaking, nor was his pro-
nunciation diftinét, but when he wore fpetacles,
‘which produced a compreffion of the alz of the nofe.
E The
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:ﬁ:ppaﬁng that the deformity would be increafed by the
preflure and conftant action of the mufcles of the in=
fenqr lip; for, itis obferved, that the mufcles of the fu-
perior lip approximate the maxillary bones (in young
fubjetts) afier the operation of the hare-lip, with a fiffure
in the palate. Thefe queftions being more curious than.
ufeful, we fhall leave their difcuffion to thofe who are
difpofed to reflet on the fubject.

' The favorable termination of this cafe is certainly to
be attributed to the introduétion of the bougie of the
i;;lpﬁic gum; for, notwithftanding the remarkable care
'and attention that he received, he certainly would have
funk under the fever and difc:harge, if we had not
'ypaﬂ'cﬁéd the means of repairing that lofs, by the ex-
‘hibition of proper nourifhment. Had we not reafon to
igpprch_end the prime vie might be affefted in confe-
i‘quence of the digeftive fluids being injured by the in-
Ptradué‘tmn of feetd pus into the ftomach, which was
E‘dlii:lml‘ga?:'.i from the mouth; befides, we were ac-
!'qumnted with the inefficiency of nutritive clyfters.

' The advantages refulting from thefe hollow elattic
_:bou@e__s are not confined to thefe cafes, they may be
‘advantageoufly employed in tetanos hydrophobia, {paf-
modic contraction of the pharynx, atony and palfy of
‘the mufcles of that part, as well as thofe of the tongue;
in cafes of tumors fituated between the coats, or even
"En the paffage of the ®fophagus, and fometimes in the
.: cheft; they may likewife be fuccefsfully ufed in cafes of
‘obftrution of the refpiratory paflages, particularly
‘when that obftruction is above the bronchia, as in col-
Je@ions of matter in the internal part of the larynx, in
| affections
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~ from performing that operation ; and, in this inftance,
the omiffion was fortunate. As the patient was weak,
 the repetition of the bleeding was deemed: improper,
and an enema was only adminiftered. From thig
day he muttt'red a few wurds, and fignified that he
- underftood what was faid by the h}’ ftanders.

The foﬂﬂwmg days he arnculated better, but fill

iu‘: {mly anfwered by monof yllables, The fame treat-
ment was continued 5 the fra&urcd clavicle was going
on well ; the cccyﬁmﬁs that {furrounded the fradture
'-pf the head, nearly abforbed ; and every inconye-
nience fenfibly diminifhed,
A The 7th, the patient, _who had hitherto been kept
on dlct, was now ordered fome hght focd, which he
- eat with cnnﬁderabic appfnte: The fenfes of tafte,
 fmell, and touch, were in their natura] ftate, but his
fight was weakened and his pup;.ls dilated, . parti-
 cularly the left; his hearing was affected, byt more
{o in the evening than in the morning. |

With refpet to his mental faculties, his memory
' was moft 1njurcd he could not E{rfﬁ rﬁ'{:ullé& the
- name of his cuuntry He felt no pain, either in tht:
_' fracftu,rcd cranium or clavicle, The fame treatment
- was cnnnnuf:d ﬂnl}f the enemas Dmltted On the
" joth he got up, and walked in the ward. On the
}4.th he walked on the bndgf:, and canunmd tlus
- exercife every day,

" On the 20th, the dreflings from the clavicle were
removed, and the bone was found perfectly united,
‘without the leaft deformity. His memory, hﬂ’iﬁflg?
,imr.l fight, daily improvid; yer his pupils were (till

C 2 ore
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evacuated equals the mafs. of fluids taken in, and that
there is a derangement in the health.* They have
‘alfo termed diabetes, that abundant flow of urine
which occurs after a fpafmodic affetion, originating
from an acute or an inflammatory complaint; but
this is only an abufe of words, and bleading the fymp-
toms with the difeafe.

~ Others + have conceived that they have fufficiently
defined the difeafe, by obferving, that the urine eva-
cuated is poffefled of the fame qualities as the ori-
gmnal fluids, when firt received into the ftomach.
But this definition 1s, by no means, {ufficiently ge-
nerical ; for, the fluids that are drank, are not only
evacuated with the urine, but likewife the chyle, the
ferum, the lymph, the bile, the fat, and, in faét, all
the different fecretions of the body.f Thofe, who
have undeiftood by diabetes a diarrhea, a urinous con-
{fumption,§ an exceffive flow of urine, appear, to us,
to have defcribed better its generical and diftinct
character. ‘

The few cafes on record of this difeafe are proofs
of the rarity of its exiftence. The ancients men-
tion but few: Galen relates only two, to which fub-
{equent authors, in general, refer. Aret@us has par-
ticularly confidered this fubject ; and it appears that
this difeafe is more frequent in England than in

* Sydenham. Differt. epift. de Hyfteria,

4+ Agin. lib. III. cap. 14.
1 Galen. lib. de Crif.
§ Aretzus de Caufl et Sign. Morbor. diuturnor, lib, II. cap. .

gL France.
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of warm tepid fluids, or indulge in fpirituous liquors
thofe who lead a lazy and fedentary life, or refide in
moiit or damp fituations; that are badly fed, living only
on vegetables, particularly on pot-herbs. ‘When the
blood has beé¢n impoverithed by confiderable hemor-
thages, by frequent and continued bleedings, by
abundant fupuration; ot by tedious difeafes, exating 4
fevere di¢t. It may be produced by metaftafis, and be
confequent to afcites or hydro-thorax. The antients at-
tributed this difeafe fometimes to the cold temperature
of the atmofphere, and fometimes to excefs of heat in
the patient. Mead fuppofed it otiginated from the
liver, but, in general, it may be attributed to the en-
feebled ftate of the digeftive organs. This particulat
fpecies of diabetes can cnly be diftinguifhed in the firft
attack, for, in the more advanced ftage, the :['ymptnms
are the fame:

This difeale rarely appears fuddenly; the firkt
{ymptom is generally a frequent defire to make water.
Sometimes a fenfe of heat or cold is ‘experienced ex-
tending from the belly to the bladder, the quantity of
urine daily increafes, and foon exceeds the fluids that
have been drank. In the firft ftage of the difeafe the
patient is weak and low, but without any fenfe of thirft
and fever, or painin the region of the kidneys or blad-
der: the urine crude, infipid, and inodorous, and without
any depofit : the {ymptoms gradually come on, nor is
much inconvenience experienced till the fecond period
of the complaint. The body, at laft, becomes dry and
emaciated, in confequence of this conftant-and con-
ﬂderablf: lofs of the fluids; a fenfe of heatin the fkin

and
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#nd inteftines comes on, followed by nfatiable thirlt,
What is drank immediately paffes off; and the patient
exprefies 2 ftrong defire for liquids; but an averfion to
{olid food in this fpecies of diabetes : acid erutations.
often occur; digeftion is painful, the chyle imperfeétly .
formed and combined with the drink, and, in that ftates
pafies off with the urine. The natural propertiés of
this fcretion change; fometimes it is yellow, fometimes
“inclining to white, and refembling a folution of honey
in waters; of a fweet and {fugary tafte, with a weak
- urinous imell; and depofiting a greyith matter {uffici-
ently confiftent; the infenfible perfpiration being
checked, the fkin becomes rough and fcaly; and the
general emaciation of the fyftem perceptibly increafes.
If the urine does not regularly pafs off; the abdomen
fwells, but {ubfides, immediately; as foon as they take
their natural courfe: The pulfe becomes {mall, ir-
regular, and intérmittent; and; at length, thofe afflicted
with this difeafe become pertectly exhaufted. All the
fymptoms of marafmus take place; and; the valcular
{yftem not containing fufficient for the {upport of cir-
~culation, death takes place:

Diabetes is more or lefs élangefdtis according to the
caufe, the duration of the complaint, the age and con-
fticution of the patient: when it attacks thofe who are
old and worn out with infirmity, if the difeafe is in-

" veterate, and the feeretions in a difolved ftate, there is
- litde hope for a cure. Wintringham fays, he never
- fucceeded in curing the true diabetes. Cullen, who
" has feen a confiderable number of cafes, fays, that
. Scotland cannot produce a fingle inftance of fuccefs.
L _ However;
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Henced in the lumbar region; but, when the fecre-
tons are healthy and the relaxation is local, then the
digeftive organs are unimpaired, and, in confequence,
the patients experience the fenfations of hunger and
thirft without the power of completely gratifying them,
and of courfe their ftrength 1s cht up, and their fever
and heat increafed.

- It is in the commencement of this difeafe, that af-
wringents fhould be chiefly emplayed ; as alum, whey,
quipquina, and rhubarb.  The moft irritating diure-
tics have been recommended ; fuch as the tinéture of
gantharides, with vitriolic acid,* the dofe from 15 to
40 drops, three times a da}'% aPPllca!:mns of bodies
rendered cold by immerfion in ice, compreiles moiit-
ened with vinegar or oxycrat, applied to the lumbar
region, are the moft efficacious means of reftoring the
tone of the kidneys; but they fhould be continued
for a long time. Van Swieten fays he did not fuc~
ceed till he had perfifted in the remedy more than fix,
months, '

Diabetes from Irritation of the Kidneys.

The fluids always flow towards an irritated part: to
the kidneys, for example, when thofe glands become
,1rntat¢:d occafioning a mote copious fecretion, and

E
| * Edinburgh Medical Obfervations, vol. iv. page 626. In the
‘internal ufe of any preparation of cantharides, we fhall never lofe

ﬁght of its pmfunnus qualities ; and, in the very worfe cafes, the
ﬂnf-: of half 3 grain fhould be ramly gxceeded,

f,,'.v-. S " fome-

-L .-'
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her pofition or walked a few fteps. After eight
months continued pain, fhe was attacked for three
following days with a confiderable difcharge of bloody
urine, followed with a complete fuppreflion, which
lafted 24 hours, when it came away with difficulty,
drop by drop, and was attended with excruciating
agony. Frightened by thefe {ymptoms, fhe was
induced to fubmit to an examination, which for a
long time fhe had rejected, from the modefty natural
to her fex. By the introduétion of a found, a ftone
of the fize of a hazel-nut was difcovered, ‘and inftantly
extralted with a pair of common forceps.

This woman for fome months enjoyed the moft
perfect health, but at lalt her old pains were renewed
in the courfe of the ureter and in the region of the
right kidney.  She was admitted into the Hétel Dieu,
on the 1ift of September, 1788. At this time her
pains were continual, and confined to the internal
part of the bladder; her fymptoms increafed by ex-
ercife, and produced a frequent defire to make water,
but the urine was not bloody as before, ner did it pafs
in an interrupted ftream. By the introduétion of a
found in the bladder, Mr. Default difcovered a ftone
at the lower part, which he conceived was fmall.
The general health of the patient being good, previ-
ous preparation was deemed unneceffary, and, in con-
fequence, the operation was performed five days after
her admiffion in the Hofpital. She was placed on the
couch appropriated for the operation of lithotomy in
the men, and confined exaétly in the fame fituation ¢
two affiftants feparated the labia and nympha:

the
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the furgeon introduced .a ftaff into the bladder, to
be reaffured of the prefence of a ftone, then gave to
the handle of the inftrument a diretion perpen-
dicular to the axis of the body, inclining it a litte
towards the left groin, and applied its concave, part
under the fymphifis pubis. He then introduced, in
the groove of the ftaff, (which was now inclined to
the right,) the beak of Mr. Hawkins’s improved
gorget, the edge of which was inclined to the left fide
and downwards, and, whilft it was pafled along the
groove, the handle was flightly deprefled, by which
means he avoided wounding the bottom and the left
fide of the bladder with the cutting edge of the gorget.
The incifion was then profecuted obliquely in the
pofterior and left part of the urethra, and neck of
the bladder: he withdrew the ftaff, and, with his
right fore finger placed on the gorget, paffed it gently
into the bladder; the forceps was then introduced, and,
in withdrawing the gorget, he formed a kind of femi-
circle round the forcéps, from the left to the right,
to avoid wounding the furrounding parts. The ftone
‘was felt a fecond time, but could not be grafped: a
fubftance of a moderate fize was felt at the extremity
of the forceps, in that part of the bladder where the ftone
was firft difcovered, without experiencing that peculiar
fenfation which refults from an inflrument coming in
‘contalt with a bare ftone: after fome fruitlefs attempts
- he withdrew the forceps, pafied his fore finger a fecond
time into the bladder, and, in the room of a f{tone,
‘3 tumour was felt, which yielded eafily to the preflure of
the finger. At the moment fome doubts were enter-
. D a tained






t 20

inftrument was withdrawn, and with his finger, which
ferved him as a condufor, it was difengaged, and
was afterwards eaﬁly extracted by means of 2 pair of
common forceps. i he time of the operation was pro-
Jonged in confequence of waiting for an inftrument,
‘which, before its commencement, there was no pro-
babilicy of wanting. The pain of the operation fhe
fuftained with courage and fortitude. She was put on
low diet, and prefcribed a light decoction of dog’s
tooth and lipfeed, fweetened with fyrup of marth-
mallows. She paffed the next day and night well,
complaining only of a {marting fenfation, produced
by the paffage of urine, which paffed away involuntarily,
and drop by drop. The next day there was a heat
in the fkin and a frequency in the pulfe; the belly
neither tender nor painful. The third day, the pa-
tient feeling herfelf well, and not apprehending any
farther ill confequences, took fome folid food, which
fhe procured clandeftinely. The fourth day, fhe was
ftill better; and now finding no inconvenience from
folid nutriment, fhe eat ftill more liberally. The
ﬁﬁ'h day, there was fome fever, the tongue dry, and
the belly painful and tender. She was bled at
the arm : two enemas adminiftered in the courfe of
‘the day, and was ordered to drink plentifully of
" veal broth and decotion of dog’s tooth, which fhe
' togk alternately. ‘The fixth day, fhe was more calm;
' the fever, heat, drynefs of the tongue, and the pain
1n the belly, were abated. The urine ftill came
:':away involuntarily, but without much fmarting. ‘The
mgh:h day, fhe had no fever, and the belly was eafy;

DR fhe
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the was ablr:: to retain half a w1nc—g1afs of urine, and,
on the gth a full glafs. Some hght food was nmﬂ
luntarily. Thf: quantity of' nourifhment was now gra-
dually increafed. ‘This woman remained in the hof-

pu:al twenty days after the operation; and could t:ll:'her
rttaln or pafs her urine at pleafure.

REFLELC TINO NS o

Though women are much lefs fubjeét to the ftone
than men; yet not a year paflcs, but many are cut
in the Hotel Dieu. 'We have feen, fucceffively, in
this hofpital, two modes of performing the operation
in women. Formerly, the method of dildting ‘the
urethra and the neck of the bladder was the uni-
form practice : but, fince Mr. Default has been the
chief furgeon, he always prefers incifion. With aview
‘that praltitioners might decide ‘which of thefe two
méthods was preferable, a reprefentation has been
‘made of the refult of all the cafes that have Bﬁén
operated on thefe laft ten years, and it was found,
that the inconveniences that patients experienced, fub--
fequent to the operation bjr dilation, ‘never ‘took
place after incifion. By incifion, lefs pﬁm s ek~
perienced, and the time of the opération is ﬂfﬂﬂ-
ened. - -

The fituation of the meatus urinarius -on the va-
gina, and the proximity of the pudéndal artery, fug-
gefted an apprehenfion ‘thdt ‘they might be divided

8
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by the cutting edge of the inftrument; but, by an
attentive examination of the anatomy of the parts, it
is found, that the urethra may be divided between
the branch of the pubis and the vagina, without pe-
netrating that canal or opening the artery. We fhall
not ftop here to compare the operation, by incifion of
the urethra, with the fmall apparatus fuch as propofed
by Celfus, or with the hypogaftric fection, revived,
in modern times, by Frere Cofme. ‘There is no
one, converfant in the dangers and difficulties at-
tendant on thefe two operations, can hefitate in their
choice ; nor, fhould either of them be had recourfe
to, but in circumftances of abfolute neceffity.

It is unneceffary to enter into a detail of thofe in-
Jtruments adapted folely for women: thefe we reject
as unneceflary; for, the inftruments, employed for
men, can be ufed with equal advantage, and, by

{fimplifying our practice, we make one ftep towards

improving the art,
In the Hotel Dieu the fame ftaff and inftruments are
employed in both fexes; fometimes we ufe the ﬁmfﬂe,
and fometimes the concealed biftoury, and moit
generally Hawkins’s gorget, on account of the fim-
plicity of its conftruction, and the certainty with which
-we are enabled. to make the incifion; but it fhould
be narrower for women than men: for, in men, not
“only the urethra and the neck of the bladder, but a
'~ portion of the proftrate gland, is to be.divided. The
- gorget which Mr. Default ufes for adult women is
% & % of aninch wide at the termination of its edge.
- This furgeon has improved Mr, Hawkins’s gorget by
D 4 pre~
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two months: this method i 15 uncertain in the event; an<
frum the ftone being left in the bladder, leaves
patient in a ftate of the moft anxious fufpence.

Houftet,* in his memoir on encyfted tumours, fays,

that the method of cutting, employed by Fourberr,
'txplams the method of diftngaging the ftone; it inay
be prefumed that Houftet, in quoung Fourbert’s
method, only meant to point out the place where the
external incifion fhouid be made; for, according to his
idea; the cavity of the bladder is not penetrated, and
-bnl}* the parts that immediately inveft the ftone
are divided: the operation, thus performed, ap-
proaches nearer the fmall apparatus than Fourbert’s
method; but, whatever it may be, the wncertainty of
being able to cut, precilely, on the place where the
ftone is fituated, the difficulty and danger of wounding
parts fo deeply feated, will render this operation,
“highly imprudent to pcrfbr'm: the condutt of Garangeot,
in a fimilar cafe, is more worthy of imitation; the
ftone was encyfted in a pouch or cell, fituated at the
anterior part of the bladder: after its fituation was
afcertained, by the introduction of the finger into the
- bladder, he cut off, with a biftoury, that portion of
the fac that contained the ftone, and difengaged it
eafily; but, although Mr. Garangeot was fuccefsful,
 the incifion with the biftoury is fubject to great incon-
' venience ; it is difficult to cut, with this inftrument, a
;amugh and irregular furface; and, as flones are generally
ruund there is danger of their {lipping and piercing the

T i
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* Académie de Chirurgie, tom I.
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. bladder. Mr. Default’s inftrument, which he calls his
kiotome, coupeur de luette, or coupe-bride, from the
ufes to which it may be applied, 1s not open to the
fame objections. No injury can be received from its
point, as the blade is concealed, nor can any part
be divided but what the furgeon may with, If the
incifion fhould not be completed at firft, the blade
may be withdrawn, the femicircular notch of the in-
ftrument pufhed more forward, and the incifion pro-
fecuted to any extent; this inftrument was invented for
the exprefs purpofe of dividing membranous bands
in the retum, but it has fince been employed, with
the greateft fuccefs, in the excifion of the tonfils, and
in taking off fungi, and other excrefcences fituated
in cavities; the blade is fo contrived, that, when it
palfles through the femicircular notch, it ﬁrmly_ﬁites the
parts that are to be divided, which cannot be done
with either the f{ciffars or biftoury, as moveable
parts are apt to recede, and render the fection dif-
ficult. If the part we mean to incife is too large to
be contained in the notch of the inftrument, after the
divifion of one portion, we may proceed to another,
and the operation may be in this manner completed.

EXPLA=-
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dyles of the humerus, when, from the pofition of the
arm, its fituation fthould have been neceffarily lower.

We were convinced of the juftice of this remark,
by placing the other arm precifely in the fame po-
fition : between the fraftured end of the ulna and
the olecranon there was a depreffion fufficiently large
to admic the finger, which was much more percepti-
ble on increafing the flexion of the fore-arm: when the
triceps mufcle was in a ftate of contraétion it dimi-
nifhed, and almoft difappeared by extending the fore-
arm, and, confequently, producing a ftate of in-
aftion in that mufcle, the olecranon admitted of
fome degree of motion without changing the fitua-
tion of the ulna. No doubt remaining of the frac-
ture of the olecranon, it was reduced and retained
in its fituation in the following manner, Whillt two
affiftants extended the fore-arm, one turn of a fingle
headed roller, of four or five ells length and three
fingers breadth, moiftened with aq. veg. was applied
round the inferior part, and continued over the whole
fore-arm even to the articulation. The fractured ole-
cranon was drawn down towards the ulna, whilft the
{kin was drawn upward, by an affiftant, to prevent it
from being wrinkled; for, when this was omitted,
folds were apt to form between the difunited parts,
and prove rather an impediment to the reunion.
When the finger was removed, by the preflure of
which the olecranon had been pufhed againft the cu-
bitus, it was retained in its fituation by a turn of the
roller, which was paffed from the {uperior and ante-
rior part of the fore-arm above the elbow, then

paffed
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palfed on the infide, and reflected back again to the
anterior part of the fore-arm, forming a bandage,
in the fhape of a figure of eight, fimilar to what is
ufed in bleeding. The' bandage was continued as high
as the fuperior part of the arm, where it was fixed
by a circular turn: a ftrong fplint was then applied to
the whole length of the arm and fore-arm, but a
little bent at the articulation to prevent the com-
plete extenfion of the fore-arm, by which means the
end of the fratured ulna would be forced into the
cavity of the olecranon, und pufhed more forward
than the other fragment; confequently, the union
would be irregular,* This fplint was retained with

- the

* Thefe inconveniences, arifing from keeping the arm coms
pletely extended, we have-not yet had opportunities of obferving.
The fubjeét of fraftures of the olecranon and patella have been,
by the generality of authors, very inaccurately treated. The .
public are indebted to Mr. Shelden, the prefent Profeflor of
Anatomy to the Royal Academy, for an ingenious effay on thiz
fubject ; and, in the year 1782, my friend Mr. Haighton, Lec-
turer on Phyfiology at Guy’s Hofpital, wrote fome remarks on
this {pecies of fra&ure, which are fubjoined to two cafes pub-
TJithed in the gth vol. of the Medical Commentaries, p. 38z:
‘in the firlt cafe, the ufe of the arm was perfe€ily reftored by
the {l:t'hfervam:le of an extended pofition; and in the other,
from its being kept in a ftate of flexion, its ufe was en-
tirely loft. As thefe remarks are written with clearnefs and- per-
{picuity, we conceive that the quotation will be highly acceptable
“to our readess.

. -*¢ In the preceding cafes, we have an uppurﬁunity of ob-
 ® ferving very different effelts to arife from the fame kind of ac-.
ey | ' ¢ cident,
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every where ::q:u:":ll Two: days after, the bandage
‘became' loofe : in confequence of the abatement of
5]1:: I'wcll;nur and ccch}'mﬂﬁs, it was re-applied, and re-
ated frequenﬂy chmng the courfe of the treatment,
“hree weeks after the accident, though the fra&urc
gpptared unired and firm, it was kept extended fn_r
‘two days, with only a few turns of the roller pafled
¢ When by any accident this procefs is broken off, twa very

s¢ injpgrtagt chz_tr!gﬂs are induced upon the part, Firft, the lever
«¢ that enabled the mufcle to a&t fo advantageoully is removed.
“¢ Secondly, the fpace in-which the mufcle atted is now fhortened.
*¢ Hence that buny arrangement that was before o favourable to
i ge mut;pn is now df;ftmj,rcd and the muﬁ:]c, b}r ﬁhﬂﬁ: agency

< this effet was pmdt;tﬂd, ha.s 1ts mﬂu:nce exq:aedmgly ].pm;l:r:d
£5 at leai’t for a confiderable time; and even admmmg tme tQ
£ a;::onunudar.e itfelf to at in the new and fhortened {pace,
£ as well as to hr:cnme nbed:,.;nt to the 1mpu1ﬁ: of the will, ftill
s the ftate ﬂf the hﬂne will continue an infuperable unpedlmeut
< Note. The anconzus affifts in extending the arm; but, being
L mferted belnw the qlccmnﬂn, is not importantly concerged in the
£ prefent cafe.
< Th:fe confiderations naturally lead to a judicjous and fuccefs-
e ful prafhce, the rat}unal intention hemg to reftore the parts to
r¢ their natural fituation, and to prt:ﬁ:nre them init. To accom-~
£« plith thefe ends, we have tn confider what +hat pofition of the
£ arm is, thu.lt fuffers the two extreme points crf the mufcle to
5 3Ppmach the nea.reﬂ: or, in other wards, Wh1t pofition re-
:r laxes the extenfur mufcle in the gneatgi’c puﬂible dn:gree ? The
s extended one is m_dll-P].]tabIj? that pofition, ct:-ni'equently ;v:?
s judmgus furgeon will pay due attention to this in practice; an
| #¢ by the aid of a bandage appiied fmm above downward, wnl;
%< other mechamca.l means tendmg to keep the fragmcnts in ap-
i _poﬁnon, and as near contact as poﬂiblr:, he w:]] have eyery

- & reafon to hup: for and expe fuccefs,”
E Foupd
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and fingers, foon fubfided by exercife, and, on the
thirtieth day, fhe was brought to the Theatre and
‘difmiffed, as perfectly cured as the fubjeét of ‘the
preceding cafe.

OBSERVATION IL

[ By Mr. Crorin. ]

{On the 7th of Nov. 1790, Margaret Lagarde, =
native of Paris, 73 years of age, flipped from the
{econd ftair of a ftaircafe, and fratured her elbow,
‘Three days after the accident the was vifited hy a
furgeon, who attended only to the fwelling and ecchy-
mofis that furrounded the fore-arm: he contented
himfelf with applying a poultice, withoutr regarding
the elbow, to which the patient referred as the im-
mediate feat of the pain, Eight days after, the {well-
ing fubfided, but the pain in the elbow flill re-
mained. Mr. Default examined the patient, and di-
reétly difcovered thar the olecranon was fratured,
‘and feparated about half an inch from the ulna:-thg
‘treatment of the cafe was the fame as in the pre-
‘ceding, and although the fragment could not be
‘brought in perfect contalt, from the length of time
‘that had elapfed, yet the union completely took place
by thc twenty-eighth day, and the groove between
‘the divided parts of the bone could fcarcely be dif-
fginguithed,  The rigidity of the fore-arm, wrift,
B E3 and






€ 89

fide of the body: to reduce it, he extends the fore-
arm, and, by the affiftance of his thumbs, pufhes
down the procefs of the olecrancn, and retains it in
this fituation by means of a thick and ftrait com-
prefs, placed above the fratture; over that a circular
comprefs, and a bandage, fomewhat fimilar to what
is ufed in bleeding; then the limb, flightly bent, was
placed on a pillow, and, at the expiration of a few
days, he tried to avoid an anchylofis by gentle and
repeated motion.

Mr. David* attributes the anchylofis, which is
‘often confequent to the fra¢ture of the olecranon, to
the ignorance of the furgeon. Reft and extenfion he
thinks effentially neceffary to the re-union; but as
foon as this has taken place, which is generally about
the osth day, he recommends the arm to be gently
- moved, and to be increafed in degree every day:
he obferves, that, if too much extended, the extre-
mity of the ulna will be forced in, and the union will
be imperfect or the motion difficult. '

The fubject of fractures of the olecranon has, cer-
tainly, not yet been difcuffed with {ufficient accuracy
to diret the praltice of young practitioners, part
only of the charatteriftic diftintions are to be found ;
and Duverney’s method is fubject to many inconve-
niences ; his comprefles, bandages, &c. may eafily
be difplaced; befides, he applies nothing to prevent
the flexion of the fore-arm: and, if the bandage is
200 loofe, the olecranon will not be retained in its

* Diflert, fur les Effets du Mouvement, &c, page 63 et fuiv,
E 3 fitu: tion ;
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would be lefs exceptionable if we were to define fup-
preflion of urine, a difeafe confequent to a want of
 fecretion in the kidneys; and retention, a complaint
- occafioned by the urine being obftru&cd in fome of
'the excretory pafiages.

A fuppreffion may be either total or partial : total,
when no fecretion' takes place; and parual, when
that fecretion is not fufficient for the prefervation of
health. Suppreflion of urine fometimes takes: place’
in the commencement of an acute inflammatory fever,
or en the accefs of nervous hyfterical hypochondria-
cal affe€tions, in paroxyfms of the gout, &c. but we
do not mean to confider the difeafe under this point
of view ; for, in all thefe cafes, except fome examples
we fhall mention, this fupprefiion ceafes with the
difeafe, being purely fymptomatic, and its degree
is influenced by the force and duration of the ori-
ginal complaint,  An idiopathic fuppreflion of urine
is a rare cafe. It is not fufficient, that the fecre-
tion of urine fhould be ftopped in one of the kid-
neys, but both muft be affefted at the fame time to
form this complaint. It is true, that the affinity
and conformity of ftruture of thefe two glands ren-
der their difeafes frequently commeon to both; but
diffeGtion has fatisfactorily proved, that an affetion
of one will not neceffarily affet the other. Among
“the numerous caufes of fuppreflion of urine, we fhall
omit thofe that have no conneétion with the uri-
nary paflfages, and which do not, abfolutely, imply
a derangement of thofe organs: fuch as plethora, a
thlckcn:d ftate of the blood, exceflive falivations,

E 4 pro-






¢ o)

fubftances contained in that fecretion,” A tufgef’ct:‘née
and acrimony in our fluids are the inevitable confe=
fuence which give origin to a number of dreadful
{ymptoms, fuch as urinous cedema, gangrene, dropfys
ardent fever, confumption, &c. it is true, that occa-
fionally thefe fymptoms are either prevented or re-
 tarded by the exertions of nature, who carries off parts
of the urine by other emunctories, as the fkin, the
ears, the noftrils; the mouth, the breafts, and the
anus.  Thefe are but indifferent fubftitutes for the
kidneys; they will admit the evacuation of the more
watry parts of the urine, whilft the others remain, and
their retention produces a number of fymptoms
which; though flow in progrefs, are not lefs formida-
ble in their effe€t. We have feen cafes where patients
have not funk under this difeafe for one or more
years; but generally it terminates fatally in fifteen or
twenty days; or, at moft, in a month. No ge-
neral indication of cure can be offered for fuppreflion
of urine ; its treatment can be only relative ; diuretics
and many pretended {pecifics have been exhibited ;
their action is often regulated by the prefent difpo-
fition of the difeafed parts, and frequently medicines
of contrary, and even oppofite, properties are fuc-
- cefsfully given in the fame difeafe when the caufe
 is different: it is only then by referring to each indi-
- vidual caufe we can point out any rational indica-

- tions of cure. i
- The firlt caufe is an obftruction to the paffage of
 the blocd in the emulgent veins or arteries. A li-
. gawre on thefe veflels, in living animals, leaves no
| doubt
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‘thete is no fymptom by which we can pofitively afx
certain their exiftence, and, even if it were pofiible,
‘we have very few indications of cure, and the means
employed muft have reference to its particular na-
ture,
- If the obftruction to the courfe of the blood thould
be in the kidneys, it is moft probable in the minute
‘ramifications, not in the trunks of the emulgent ar-
teries or veins; the capillaries may be obftrutted
by the too great thicknefs of the blood, a cale to
which weak -and plethoric habiss are  particularly
fubje&t. The to great diftention of the veffels im-
pede their contraction, and hence arifes a languid
circulation ; if, in this fituation of the patient, there
fhould be too great a determination of blood to the
kidneys, confequent to inflammation excited by a
blow, or by the abufe of {pirituous liquors, or by
violent exercife ; thefe may act as caufes tending to
produce a {welling and obftruction in the kidneys,
which will prevent the fecretion. This fpecies of
fuppreifion generaily comes on fuddenly ; it is fome-
times preceded by crude and limped urine, which
~«diminifhes by degrees. We cannot be deceived in
' the fymptoms of this difeafe; the patient does not com-
- plain of pain, but only afenfe of weight and laffi-
- tude in the lumbar region, without fever. This fup-
. preflion is not dangerous, and yields eafily to bleed-
" ing and diluting liquors.  Bleeding is always advan-
- tageous, and fometimes produces miraculous effects.
. Patients have even faid, that dunng the operation of
i hlﬂcclmg, they have felt the ugine flow from the kid-
£ neys
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fieys into the bladder, and that immediately afterwards
they felt a violent defire to make water, If this fup-
preffion does not go off, it will be followed by in=
flamation of the kidneys. After the fuppreffion pro=
duced by the obftruttion of the blood in their ca-
pillary vefiels, an obftrution arifes in confequence
of coagulated blood in the fcﬂr{:mr;( veflels, Bloody
urine, which precedes this {pecies of fuppreffion, is
one of the pathognomonic fymptoms, If the dif~
charge is abundant, and exifts for many days previous
to the fuppreflion, the countenance will be pale, the
pulfe fmall and intermittent, and every fymptom will
occur confequent to a confliderable lofs of blood.
‘There is little pain in the lumbar region; unlefs the
fuppreflion arifes from a blow ora fail; in this cafe
the pain is confiderable, ‘but ftill it is more con-
fined to the mufcles of the loins than to the kidneys.
If the difcharge of bloody urine fhould continye, and
the patient will bear evacuation;; bleeding, &c. fhould
be had recourfe to: our indications are thea to di-
lute the coagula and procure its evacuation ; at firft,
plenty of diluting fluids fhould be drank, and then
gentle aperients might be exhibited : give, for ex-
ample, a ptifan of the root of ftrawberry-plants, reft.
harrow. and caltrop. ftharpened by a few grains of nitre,
and their effeCts feconded by the application of emol-
lient fomentations to the lumbar region: reft is ad-
vifeable, as exercife might tend to reproduce the
difcharge of bloody urine. -Though its natural courfe
may be re-eftablifhed, fome clots of blood may re~
qrain in the urinous canal, and form a nucleus fora

{tone;
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ftone; for we know, by experience, how eafily thefe
‘concretions form, in confequence of the precipitation
of calcareous earth, when any of thefe extraneous fub-
{tances are met with in the urinary paffages,

Obftructions in the fecretory pﬁirts of the kidneys
by infpiiﬁged mucus cannot be fupported b}r abfo-
lute fact, but vet it 1s admitted by many authors,
who cannot deny the poffibility of its exiftence; but
ftill we fhall not pretend to relate the f}rmptoms
which dli’tm&ly mark this caufe, as the:; are vatrue,
pncertain, and not to be dcpended on. -

Pus in the kidneys, &c. adduced as a courfe of
obftruction, is liable to the fame doubt, nor can it
be fatls&&nn!}r proved,

That a fupprfﬁinn may be pruduted h}' pus in the
kidneys is not to be denied, but ftill it is not by ob-
ftruction in their canals, but by their deftruttion, or
by being CﬂmprfITtd above the {phere of their attion ;
bur, whether the ideais true or falfe, pus, in thefe
canals, may be canﬁ:qucnt to metaftafis, or pmduced
by mﬂammatmn of the wvifcera, or by tranl"u:lmo*
;lm:mgh the coats of the veflels.

Thus we fee a uniform fecretion tranfmitted through
the internal membrane of the nofe, and the urethra,
after the exiftence of inflammation.  But even ad-
. mitting the prefence of pus in the kidneys by me-
taftafis, we do not fee how the fecretory dults can
. be obftrufted ; if the confiftence was thick it could
Tot pafs thefe minute veflels, but would mix with the
blood; but, to pals by the ﬁrinary dufts, it muft pof-
fefs the {ame tenuity, &c. as that fecretion, -

The
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.of nature, and to leave to future generations the dif-
«overy of a more rational method.

. Inflammation of the kidneys is generally accom-
panied with fuppreflion, and the inflammation of one
kidney is very apt to extend to the other, and, by
this means, influence bath.

Independent of general caufes, the kidneys are
fubje& to be affected by particular fpecies of inflam-
mation, diuretics, the internal exhibitien or external
-application of cantharides, ftonés in the kidneys, long
‘retention of the urine in the bladder, or in the ureters,
or even in the kidneys themfelves, or, in fhort, any
circumftance that will excite an increafed determi-
nation of blood will produce inflammarion of thefe
parts.

. When the kidneys are inflamed, the urine is fome-
times fuddenly and fometimes gradually {upprefied,
‘nor does it take place totally till towards the third
.or fourth day. Under thefe circumftances the urine
is at firft pale and limpid, then red; the patent ex-
‘periences a frequent defire to make water, accompa-
.nied with ardor urin®, fharp and pulfatory pains in
'the lumbar region, which, though conftant, increafe
more towards evening than morning, ftronger in in-
{piration than expiration, and are increafed by the
.efforts of making water, by riding, by lying on the op-
- pofite fide to the feat of the difeafe, by coughing, &c.
but the pain is not increafed, as in the lumbago,
by preflure on the lumbar region, or by bend-
ing and extending the trunk, One circumitance par-
sticularly marks this fpecies of pain, namely, its pro-
oF pagation
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pagation along the courfe of the ureters to the blad-
der and to the glans penis; it extends even to -th_e
tefticles themfelves, caufes them to contrad, and is
often accompanied with a fenfe of numbnefs in the
groin and the anterior part of the thigh. thn
thefe P_ains become violent, the pulfe is generally
hard, frequent, and full, the fever ardent, the belly
painful, particularly on preflure ; fometimes it is foft
and fometimes hard and diftended ; conftipation of
the bowels comes on with flatus, accompanied with
hiccups, naufea, vomiting, and the infenfible perfpi-
ration exhales a urinous odour, aen

Inflammation of the kidneys, like all other inflam-
mations, may terminate in refolution, fuppuration,
gangrene, or {chirrus.  Our curative intentions fhould
be directed to the firlt by an obfervance of a plap
frictly andiphlogittic, bleeding, which fhould be re-
peated acc{irding to the ftrength of the patient and
the violence of the fymptoms, leeches fhould be ap-
plied to the verge of the arms, warm baths, emollient
clyfters, fomentations, cupping-glafles to the lumbay
region, refrefhing and rcla.xmg drinks, emulfions,
whey, decottions of linfeed, marfh-mallows, and dog’s
tooth, with a few grains of nitre diffolved.

When there is reafon to expect refolution, it hap-
pens generally on the feventh day from phe'invaﬁ'm%;
of the difeafe : it is preceded by the gradual diminu~
rion of the fymptoms, the fenfe of heat in .
kidneys diminithes, the pain is lefs, the pulfe fofi
lefs frequent, and more regular, the urine is dif-
charged as ufual, inftead of being aqueous or of




e
ed colour, they become turbid, and precipitate a
plentiful and puriform fediment at tht bottom of
;hc vcﬂ'el
If the feventh day pafles without an attack of fever,
the pain, and other fymptoms of inflammartion, fen-
fibly diminith, and fuppuration or gangrene of the
'-kidneys is to be feared. We fhould expect that the
heat, pain, and inflammation, of the kidneys, muft
neceflarily diminith after the procefs of fuppuration
- and the fymptoms of fever; but ftill, after fome days,
they refurn with increafed violence, with a3 fenfe of
weight, tenfion, and thng-;n the part; and the
ftiffnefs and numbnefs in the groin, and the anterior
part of the thughs, increafes and changes into violent
pain.
* The matter in the kidneys is more or lefs exten-
five in jrs effects: fometimes they are entirely de-
{troyed, fometimes only a part; but, in either cafe,
‘the pus may be evacuated in different ways; by urine,
or the inteftinum colon may be pierced, and it may
be eyacuated by ftool;* or a tumour may be formed
' in
* The evacuation of a confiderable quantity of matter by ftool
iay be, perhaps, difficult fatisfatorily to explain : it might, cer-
 gainly, arife from the ulcerative procefs taking place between the
kidney and the colon, and furrounding adhefive inflammation ari-
fing between that inteftine and the kidney, by which means the
pus would not be extravafated in the cavity of the abdomen, but
‘would pafs readily into the colon, and thence to the reftum,
- Diflettion has afforded inftances, in fome degree analogous, where

 this procefs has appeared to take place between the gall-bladder
: - F ' and
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the cafe is certainly attended with great danger, yet
it fometimes admits of a nacaral cure.

Ii, o the {fympcoms of indammation and fuppura-
tion, there ihowid fucceed a tumour in the luinbar
region, it is difficuic o judge of its nature : for this
reaion ® has been rccommended not to deter the
opening, for iear the pus fthouid be vidated, and be
effuied in the cavity of the pelvis, inftead of fhew=
ing a dnpoﬁtmn to break excernaily: but, perhaps,
this idea 15 carried too far; {or, we have had more
‘than one ﬂpr:ﬂrtlmlty of remarking, that nature feems
difpofed, in collections of mawer in the lower belly,
to evacuate 1t externally, by the formauon of a tu-
‘mour, which, if not opened, no internal effufion is
to be apprehended ; for, fooner or later, it will be
brought to the furface : but we do not mean to fay,
that the practice of deferring the opening of thefe
tumours 1s to be advanced as a general precept, for
it would be neceffary to adduce a number of facts
to fupport this as a univerial rule.

Qur practice fhould be cautious and deliberate : for
fome days, we might content ourfclves with the ap-
plication of emollient cataplafms, and, when it is ne-
ceffary to open the tumour, we fhould make our in-
cifion from above downwards, and through its whole
length: if the hemorrhage fhould be confiderable
eenough to weaken the patient, we muit te the vef-
{els; but, as the branches of the lumbar arteries are
generally fmall, the application of lint dipt in colo-
phony, with compreifes and a bandage, will be fuf-
ficient. The wound fhould afterwards be drefied
i F 2 with
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iwith lint dipt in linimentum arcai, applied to the
bottorn of the abfcefs; and the lips kept feparated
by a dofil of lint dipt in the fame application, and
an emollient poultice applied over the whole. It
is neccfiary to kecp the orifice open, and to heal
the wound from the bottom: it is not always in
our power to heal thefe wounds without fiftulous
orifices; through which the urine paffes, but for-
tunately they are not dangerous. A number of cafes
have happened of this defcription; where the life of
the patient was tolerably comfortable; 4nd prolonged
to its ordinary period, but we muft be attentive to
kEEP thefe fiftulous orifices open to prevent a reten-
tion, which might be done by the introduction of a
canula of the elaflic gum, with a thread tied round the
extremity, and covered with a diacylon plafter: itis
necefiary to found thefe fiftule occafionally; as their
continuance may be occafioned by a ftone-in the
kidneys, or in the courfe of the fiftula : their extrac-
tion 1s generally ealy ; the mode will be mentioned
when we treat on the extraction of extraneous bodies :
but wher the pus is difiufed in the celiular fubftance,
along the couirfe of the ureters, into the cavity of the
pelvis; death is inevitable ; but ftill there is a pro-
bability that the pus may pafs under the peritoneum;
and form a tumour in the groin, or at Poupart’s liga-
ment ; but the rarity of thefe cafes leave us little to
hope. |
- The intetferente of art by opening thefe tumors
may be ufeful, but it is beft to leave them to the

efforts of nature; for we learn by expericnce, that
the
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the prictice of opening thefe fpecies of tumours 13
generally fatal, unlefs we reach tne feat of the fuppu-
ration, The pus changes in colour and confifience,
fever comes on, and the patient finks in a few days.*
But, in general, there is lefs to be appreliended when
the matter remains where it was originally formed ;
this flud may be abforbed and pafled off, by urine,
by ftool; or by the infenfible peripiration. We may
prefume this effect has taken place, when the fymp-
toms confequent to inflamaiion and fuppuration fud-
denly difappear. If the patient is {ufficiently {trong, the
regimen need not be altered ; but, if exhaufted by the
difcharge, recourfe fhould be had to cordials, diapho-
retics, &c. and the cure terminated by gentle and
repeated purges, properly regulated. Schirrus of the
kidneys is not always the refuit of inflaimmation, it
is often fubfequent to chronic affections of different
kinds, Thefe glands fometimes grow to an enormous
fize, they have been even known to fill up the cavity
of the lower belly:} they are fometimes foft, and
contain hydatids, or facs containing urine or puss:
fometimes they are hard and {chirrus, and, in thefe
laft cafes, fuppreffion takes place by degrees; and, if
one kidney fhould only be affetted, no difference is ob-
ferved in the fecretion of urine; nor is the difeafe
indicated by any pofitive fymptom, either of pain,

¢ The f{udden tranflation of matter from thefe abfcefles does
not always prove fatal, unlefs the metaftafis ihnuld effeét the
brains, lungs, or liver.

t Journal des Savants, 1678.
tever,
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fever, or heat, in the region of the kidneys: except
when the iwelling 1s confiderable, and the tumor
large, then there is fome pain and a fenfe of weight
in the part: the anterior branches of the firft pair of
lumbar nerves are compreffed, and a numbnefs is fele
in the groin and in the anterior parts of the thigh;
and, it fometimes increafes to fuch a degree, as to
prevent the patient from walking. This induration
of the kidneys is rarely curable, and 1s often followed
by dropfy and afcites. But if the cafe is recent,
and the patient young, there is a profpect of recovery.
The cure thould be attempted by aperient diuretics
and refolvents. If one kidney fhould be only affeéted,
the patient may live a long ume without much incon-
venience. When the kidney becomes grangrenous,
it 1s always fatal : at firft, the violence of the fymp-
toms are mitigated, and thie patient is more eafy ; but
the fuppreffion ftill continues, accompanied with cold
urinous {weats, the pulfe {mall and intermittent, the
covntenance livid, and, in fhort, all the fymptoms
of approaching death. A fuppreflion of urine may
arife from fpaim and pally of the kidneys. The func-
tions of thele wifcera, like all other fecretory organs,
depend on a peculiar {pecies of irritability, called
vital energy, which gives that tone to the vafcular
{yftem that is neceflary to circulation and fecretion.
If this energy is too much ftimulated, there refults an
excefs of action in the veflels, and a {pafmodic con- .
trattion, which 1s unfavourable to the admiffion of j
fluids in the fmall fecretory veffels. If this energy
1§
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Is too weak, and ceafes to act as in the palfy, noreaftion
takes place, nor are the fluids admitted into thofe
veflels where fecretion is performed. Spafim of the
kidneys, may be occafioned by rheumatic, pforic,
and dartrous, affections of- thofe parts, from the
paffions of the mind, anger, melancholy, and fear;
it may take place in tetanos, in nervous fevers, more
particularly in hyfteria; but then this fpafm of the
kidneys is only confequent to univerfal fpafm; and, as
we have before-obferved, this fuppreflion lafts no
longer than the original difeafe, of which it is only
fymptomartic, and generally terminates in a few days;
but there have been inftances in hyfterical affeftions,
of fuppreffions of urine lafting forty days.*

Suppreflion of urine fram fpafm often takes place
fuddenly, the pulfe is hard, and pain is txptr1~nccd in
the Jumbar region.

Diuretics, -relaxants, bleeding, warm bathing, and
cataplafms to the loins, will fometimes cure this fup-
preflion. If the fpafm fhould arife from any particular
acrid humour of the kidneys, we fhould have recourfe
to the cautery, feton, and the application of moxa to
the lumbar region, Palfy of the kidneys may be
the confequence of old age, free living, abufe of
diuretics, frequent retentions- of urine, occafioning
diftentions of the urinary ducts. When fuppreffion
is occafioned by a palfy of the kidneys, it comes on
gradually, the urine is limpid and inodorous, with no
fever, heat, or pain, in the lumbar region, ‘Tonic

."f. ® Acad. des Sciences, 1715, A&a Eruditorum, Nov. 1726.

remedies



L% )

remedies are here particularly indicated. In a general
palfy, mineral waters, bark, and warm diuretics, may
be given with fuccefs; but, for a paralytic affeStion of
the kidneys, there is no particular indjcation of cure.

Extrait from a Memcir of My. Default, on the Luxa-
tion of the inferior Extremity of the I.Rﬂdim, read
at a Mecting of the Adcademy of Surgery in 1777

R, Default propofes, in this memoir, to prove
fansfactorily the pnﬁibduy of this diflocation
of the radius, and to fupport it .by falts; for ne
authors, who haye hitherto treated on the di&aics of
the bones, have mentioned this {pecies of demngcmcnt,
If we confider the nature of the articulation of the
two bones of the fore arm as connected together, we
fee that {uperiorly in the motions of pronation, and
fupination, the ulpa refts immoyeable on jts axjs.
It admits of flight flexion and extenfion, the edge of
the head of the radius turns in the figmoid cayity of
the ulna, without feparating from that cavity, The
ligaments of this articulation rarely admit of dii’cc.niionip
and, for this reafon, this diflocation rarely happens.
But, luxations of the inferior extremity, from its
greater extent of motion, and the comparative weak-
nefs of the articulation and ligaments, more f.rcqtmﬁﬂ_;'
occur »







( 74 )

ward in a ftate of pronation, and more backward
in a ftate of fupination. Diffeétion has proved that
the preceding remarks are well founded, and they are
farther confirmed by obfervations on the living fubject.

OBSERVATION Q5"

In a fubject brought to the Theatre for diffection,
Mr. Default obferved that both the fhoulders were
diflocated forward, there was a mal-conformation of
the fore-arm, and neither that or the hand would
admit of complete extenfion; the motions of pro-
nation and fupination were very limited: on the in-
ferior part of the fore-arm a hard eminence was ob-
ferved, and a depreflion on the oppofite fide. Thefe
preternatural appearances induced Mr. Default to dif-
fe& the parts with confiderable attention: the hand
was cedematous, the flexor tendons were pufhed out-
wards and adhered to the fkin, the figmoid cavity of
the radius was filled with cellular fubftance, inftead
of cartilage, which naturally furrounds it; the arti-
cular ligament, which is between the ulna and the
os pyramidale,* fcarce touched more than the head
of the ulna, and had followed the radius backwards.
The head of the ulna was fituated before the fig-
moid cavity of the radius, and refted on one of the offa
fefamoidea, to which it was attached by capfular

figament.

® The French fometimes give this name to the os trapezoides.
Vide Dié, Raifonné d’Anatomie et de Phyfiologie, page 274.

As
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" As Mr. Default was unacquainted with the hiftory

of the cafe during life, the caufes of thefe app;ear-
ances could not be explained; but, neverthelefs, the
radius could not have been carried backwards, burt
oy a force adequate to produce the motion of fu-
pination.  This conjefture appears feafible by the
following experiment:

Having laid bare the bones of the fore-arm of
many fubjects, every time that the inferior extremity
of the radius was carried backwards, and that this motion
was forced in a ftate of fupination, the capfular liga-
ment broke anteriorly, and the head of the ulna paffed
through the aperture, and was fituated before the ra-
dius : but, when the fore-arm was moved forwards,
and pronation produced, the radius was carried be~
fore the ulna, and the capfular ligament, tearing pof=
teriorly, admirtted the head of this bone to f{lip out
of its fituation. |

Thele experiments and remarks leave no doubt on
the nature and poflibility of the luxation of the in-
ferior extremity of the radius, but they afford nothing
but conjefture on the caufes, {ymptoms, and modes
of cure: this information is to be acquired only by
obfervation on the living fubject.

ll
OsservaTionN 1L

E{ Mr. Default was fent for to a child of § years of
ﬁ;ﬁ," who was fuppofed to have fraftured her arm.
e was informed, by the parents, that, when in bed,
i G 2 a young
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a-young man playing with her arm, by ufing o
much violence, fuddenly performed the motion of.
pronation ; the cffort was accmnpamed with {ome
noife, and produced confiderable pain throughout the
whole arm, but chiefly along the pofterior part of
the fore-arm. When Mr. Default was called, there
was little fwelling; the arm was at fome diftance
from the trunk, and carried a little forwards, and
the fore-arm half bent between pronation and fupi-
* nation. At the inferior and pofterior part, there was a
tumour formed by the head of the ulna, carried behind
the figmoid cavity of the radius;* the hand wasa
little extended, and in a ftate of adduction. The
patient kept- the arm conftantly in this fituation, as
it was the lealt painful; and, as foon as it was
touched or the pofition altered, great pain was
experienced.

From former obfervations, Mr. Default imme~
diately knew that the radius was diflocated forwards ;
and it was fo obvious, that it was remarked
by three pupils who were with Mr. Default, It was.
reduced in the following manner: :

An afiftant, having kept the arm fixed, he held,
with both hands, the inferior extremity of the fore-
arm : one hand embraced the infide, and the other
the outfide, of the arm; and the thumbs were placed
in the intervening f{pace between the radius and the
ulna, and the fingers pofteriorly: the intention was

¢ Vide Traité complet d’Anatomie, par M, Sabatier, tom 1.
page 185. :
to
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“to feparate the two bones of the fore-arm and bring
‘them on a level, whilft an effort was made to bring
the arm in a ftate of fupination, and in a direétion
contrary to the force which produced the diflocation:
the attempt fucceeded; for the bones, being but
flightly feparated, were eafily replaced: the pain
ceafed immediately, the limb refumed its ufual ap-
pearance, and every motion was performed as well
as before the accident. To prevent confequent fwell-
ing, &c. comprefles, dipt in camp. fpt. and a flight
bandage were applied, nor did any unpleafant fymp-
toms occur during the cure,

OrservaTion ]Il

About five months afterwards, an infant of two
y&ars old was brought to Mr. Default, who had met
'with a fimilar accident, but from an unknown caufc.
'ITh: reduction was effeéted in the fame manner, but
awith more eafe: the fame plan of treatment was
iﬁdﬂpmd, and attended with the fame fuccefs.

E; OsservaTiOoN 1V,

5 A waterman, 40 years of age, in attempting to
ftop a boat, held falt by a rope that was faftened
round a poft: by the exertion, though not violent,
the arm was turned into a ftate of pronation. He
G 3 M-
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min. were applied to the wrift. The patient remained
‘a fortnight at tle hofpital, at the end of which fhe
regained the perfect ufe of her wrift and hand.

We fhall not adduce any more cafes of this fpecies
of diflocation, but remain fatisfied with thofe already
produced, as they are fufficient to point out the na-
ture, caufes, and fymptoms, of this luxation of the
inferior extremity of the radius. We {ee that the re-
dution, in the firft inftance, is eafy, and that no ill
confequence infues; but, if this diflocation efcapes
the notice of the furgeon, or it has taken place for
a confiderable time, we cannot always fucceed in our
attempt, as was the cafe in the waterman, in the
4th obfervation; but ftill we fhould not defpair, even
if it has taken place for fome months. The fuccefs
of the laft cafe ought to encourage our attempts for
reduction, whatever time may have elapfed fince the
Juxation.

- Wound of the Head, with Ecopé, that terminated fatally.

[ By Mr. BoubryE, Surgeon to the Hétel Dicu. ]

(NTEPHEN Marriotte, a native of Gien-fur-Loire,
thirty-two years old, and of a good conftitu-
| tion, on the 24th December, 1790, received, on the
- lefe fide of the os frontis, 2 wound with a fabre,
" which
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which divided perpendicularly the foft parts and a
portion of the external table of the bone. He was
brought the fame day to the Hotel Dieu, without
experiencing any inconvenience from his wound.
A pledget, dipt in the linimentum arczi, was applied,
and a poultice over the whole; he was bled, and an
antiphlogiftic regimen obferved dll the fourth day.

On the fifth, fuppuration took place, the wound
not painful, appetite good, and the patient expe-
rienced no inconvenience whatever: he walked the
greateft part of the day. The following days paffed
in the fame way ; but, on the evening of the fifteenth,
the fkin was dry, the pulfe raifed, the edges of the
wound {welled, the fuppuration yellow, and dimi-
nifhed in quantity. Thefe fymptoms increafed the
following evening; and the next day the pain in
the head was confiderable, particularly on the lett fide,
the {uppuration totally fupprefied, the pulfe hard, and
the tongue dry and furred.

Mr. Default ordered him to be bled in the foot,
and a blifter to be applied over the whole head ; but the
patient, objecting to the total lofs of his hair, would
only admit of its application at the anterior part.
A grain of tartar emetic was exhibited, which
atted as a purge as well as a vomit.  The fymp-
toms feemed to be mitgated ; but, towards night,
he grew worfe; and, on the next day, which
was the feventeenth from the accident, he was fenfe-
lefs and paralytic on the left fide. He was bled a
fecond time in the foot, but, the fymptoms ftill con-
tinuing, he expired on the eighteenth day. it
The
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The body was opened publicly in the Theatre : the
internal table of the os frontis was not injured, and
the dura-mater not even detached from the cranium,
‘but was covered with a yellow mucus, confequent to
the inflammation, and which feemed to have infi-
nuated itfelf in .the cellular fubftance, All the fur-
face of the left hemifphere of the brain, and a part of
the anterior lobe of the right fide, was covered with
the fame mucus, and which had communicated a
tinge to the cortical fubftance.

Agreeable to the opinion of Monfieur Quefnoy,
in the firft volume of the Memoirs of the Academy of
Surgery, this patient fhould have been trepaned on
the firlt appearance of the {ymptoms.

But a queflion arifes, on what part would you
trepan? We have many doubtful indications, nor
is there one fufficiently decifive to point out where the
inftrument thould be applied. The feat of the mif-
chief, we had reafon to prefume, was on the left fide,
from the injury rcceived on the external table of the
os frontis, and from that part being peculiarly affected
with pain; yet, fiill the paralytic affection of the left
fide of the body gave rife to a fufpicion that the
- caufe exifted in the nght, For the fake of argument,
Jet us fuppofe, that the furgeon, not deterred by
thefe contra-indications, after the unfuccefsful appli-
cation of the trepan on one fide, had determined to
atcempt it on the other: what particular part would
he have trepaned ¢ He muft have multplied its ap-
plication at the hazard of difcovering the feat of the
effufion; and what advantage could he have obtained

by
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She was feated in a high chair, and fupperted by
two affiftants : one elevated the left arm at a litde
diftance from the body; Mr. Default raifed the breaft
with his left hand, and put the integuments at the
lower part of the tumour on the firetch, then, with
a ftraight and fharp pointed biftoury, made a femi-
oval incifion sat the inferior part of the tumor, direét-
ing it from the axilla towards the fternum: the an-
terior extremity of the incifion was a little more
elevated than the pofterior. -An affiftant retratted the
{kin at the lower part, whilft Mr. Default held the
breaft with his left hand, and diffeéted the cellular’
fubftance in a direction contrary to the inferior lip
of the wound : the cancerous mafs was foon detached
inferiorly, and was fuffered to hang pendulous, and
the fkin, at the upper part, being perfectly found,
Mr. Default diffected it off the tumour, and finithed
his incifion where he firft commenced the operation.
The cellular fubftance was difiected as clofe as poffi-
ble, by retraéing the tumour and integuments in dif-
ferent diretions. Anartery that afforded rather a con-
fiderable hemorrhage was comprefled by the finger
of an affiftant, it was laid hold of with a pair of dif-
feGting forceps, and fecured, by ligature, in the
ufual manner. Four other {mall arteries were fecured
in the {ame way.

The perpendicular height of the wound, refulting
from this operation, was 8 inches; its width ten. After
the edges of the wound were well cleaned, and the
blood wiped off with coarfe lint, it was dreffed with
foft doffils fprinkled with colophony, and compreffes -

| of
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of coarfe lint applied over the whole, and fecured by
a bandage drawn moderately tight. She was put to
bed, and her head was a lictle elevated, with the arm
of the affected fide refting on a cufhion, at a little
diftance from the body, but fufficiently raifed for
to relax the pt&ora.hs major and the {kin which in-
vefts 1t

The weight of the tumour was eleven pounds, its
texture firm, and diffhcult to cut, and, at the firft
yiew, had much the appearance of rancid bacon: in
its internal part, matter, of different colours and con-
fiftence, was difcovered.

No pain was experienced 1n the courfe of the day
and the night, and fhe complained only of the ban-
dage being rather too tight.  The fecond day, the
dreflings were flightly tinged with blood, the bandage
and external compreflfes were removed, and the lint
moiftened with the decoétion of marth-mallows : frefh
compreffes, dipt in the fame liquor, were applied,
and the dreffings were {fupported, fuperiorly, by

- means of a {capulary.

The third day, there was little fever, with a flight
ferous difcharge, that indicated approaching {uppu-
| ration ; the lint that was eafily detached was changed,
&and all the dreflings were moiftened with decoction
 of marfh-mallows. The fourth day, the fame plan
was continued, '

On the fifth, the lint, detached by fuppuration, was
- eafily removed, and the appearance of the wound
. was remarkably favourable. After the edges of the
gwuund were wiped, they weiz dreffed with cerate
b fpread
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¥
form of a ﬁguré of 8, crofs and round the 'ff}in_, ta-
king care to bring the thread fometimes acrofs, and
fometimes under, the protuberance; he next intro-
duced a fecond pin under the nofe, a quarter of an
inch above the firft, and paffed it through the two
portions of the lips, being careful to bring the two
. other portions of the lip on a level with the pro-
tuberance, by bringing them forward : he then twiited
a piece of waxed ligature about the fecond pin, in the
fame manner as the firt, and afterwards carried the
thread, alternately, from one pin to the other, in the
form of a figure of eight, tll he had covered the
whole furface of the lip (fee fig. 2.). The ends of
the thread were then fecured by a knot, and the
loop, which had ferved to keep the parts in con-
tact and on the ftretch, was cut off as high as pof-
fible.

Mr. Default applied two comprefics on the cheeks
(dd, dd, fg. II1.) one inch in thicknefs, extending
~ from the mafleter mufcle to the commifiure of the
lips, and from the os malz to the lower jaw: thefe
comprefles were prefled forwards, and fupported by
an affiftant; {mall comprefles were placed between
the ends of the pins and the fkin; and the lip was
covered with a pledgit of lint, over which was laid a
comprefs (cccc) moiftened with aq. vegeto. :

A bandage of the fame breadth as the lip, ancl
three ells in length, was carried, from right to left,
feveral times round the head, direttly above the eye-
brows, and fixed, with a pin, behind the right ear,é;_'
cnd gn 2 level with the upper lip ; then brought ﬂ?'ci'z
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charge fmall in quantity, the feton was omitted; but
the ufe of the poultices, gargles, and injeétions, was
perfifted in, which flill, in part, flowed out of the
fiftulous orifice. The patient could now chew folid
food. "

~ On the evening of the tenth day, he was affliCted
with a confiderable fluxion and fwelling on the cheek, -
which, probably, might be attributed to the dampnefs
of the ward that had been wathed fome hours before,
Solid food was prefcribed, and he was ordered to
drink plentifully of a decoction of dog’s tooth acidu-
lated with oxymel, and an enema to be adminiitered
in the evening ; but, notwithftanding thefe precautions,
the fwelling increaled, a bitter tafte in the mouth, a
fetid breath, a furred tongue, and a feverith pulfe,
were f}'mpmrns that announced a difeafed action of
the digeftive powers: a grain of tartar emetic was
given, which vomited, and produced fome bilious
flools. The pulfe was natural and regular in the
evening, On the thirteenth, the fwelling and other
fymptoms were much diminifhed ; he withed for folid
food, which was allowed him the next day. On the
fifteenth, there was no fwelling, except towards the
fternum; the wound in the mouth would fcarce ad-
mit the extremity of the finger, and afforded but
little fuppuration. The injection did not now pafs
through the fiftulous orifice, and its external opening
‘was cicatrized the next day. On the twentieth, a
fmall abcefs was obferved at the fuperior part of the
fternum, which was opened three days afierwards,
with-
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long time before any change was perceived externally,
In Séptember, 1789, the os mali began to fwell, and
‘the eye to projeét, the fight grew more enfeebled
every day, and the ductus nafalis began to contraét,
‘which produced epiphora, or the watery eye.

The {foldier, unable to continue his duty, went to
the Hofpital at Lifle, in Flanders, where, agreeable
to his acccunt, his difeafe was taken to be an ozena
of the maxillary finus. After extracting all the great
molares of that fide, they perforated the alveolar
procefs; inftead of pus they difcovered a fungus tu-
mour, which they tried to extratt, but were pre-
‘vented by a confiderable hemorrhage, which was
checked by the application of lint dipt in colo-
phony. The opening that had been made accele-
rated the growth of the fungus, which foon extended
into the mouth, where it met with no refiftance.

Six days after this firft attempt, they applied the
actual. cautery to the fungus, which checked its
growth in a certain degree, but not entirely : it con-
tinued to increafe, and, on the twenty-fecond day
after its application, its fize was fufficiently large
to fill up a confiderable part of the mouth and
the whole cf the right noftril. It was conceived
that an atcempt to extratt that part that was in
the nofe would be attended with more fuccefs.
‘The ligature was made with wire, which they
tightened by twifting it repeatedly with a pair of for-
ceps : thefe twiftings were attended with fuch into-
lerable pain, that the paticnce of the patient was en-
tirely exhaufted; he, therefore, declined any farther

: I affiftance,



viaids

(- 106 4)

afliftance, and applied to the Hotel Dieu, where hc
‘was admitted on the 12th of December, 1783,

At this period, he could not open his mouth but
with difficulty, the globe of the right eye projected
and vifion was imperfelt, tears rap conftantly down |
his cheek, the noftril was dry, and the cheek, as
well as the malar tuberofity, was confiderably ele-
vated., .i

With refpeét to the fungus, it deprefled the vault
of the palate and the alveolar arch, and occupied fuch |
a confiderable portion of the mouth and pcr{’tcﬂor”'
noftrils, that deglutition and refpiration were confi- |
derably injured. The ligature that had been paﬁcd
in the nofe fhll rf:m:uned, and produced exquifite
pain_every time it was touched.

The event of any new operation, under all thefe
unfavourable circumftances, was extremely uncertain ; |
but, from his earneft folicitations, and the courage
he evinced under his fufferings, the furgeon was in-
duced to attempt his relief. He was feated in a
chair, and, whilt an affiftant kept his mouth open
by ‘means of a key, the furgeon made, on the infide
of the tumour, a femi-lunar incifion from behind for- |
ward, extending from the velum pendulum palag tn
the anterior part of the palatine vault. A fecond in- | Q;
cifion, of the fame extent, was then made on thc
external fide of the tumour, between the buccinator |
mufcle and the alveolar arch; then, laying hold of the
tumour with the fore-finger and thumb, he took it
away, diffecting, at the fame time, from behind for-
wards, and from within outwards, | %
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fame quantity of oil of fweet almonds, were exhi-
bited. An hour after Mr. Dangas had taken this
portion, he made fruitlefs cfforts to break wind
backwards; and, perfuaded that his health depended
on this circumftance, demanded eagerly fome me-
dicine to produce this effeét. A little time afterwards,
feeling a difpofition to go to fteol, he raifed himfelf
to go to the chair, which he had fcarce reached when
he was attacked with fincope. He was removed to
his bed, when, in a moment, he was attacked with a cold
fweat over the whole furface of the body, his countenance
changed, and the pulle became fo weak as fcarcely
to be diftinguithed. The ceffation of thefe {ymp-
toms, Mr. Bruguiere prognofticated, was a deceitful
calm, and that it was the forerunner only of internal
gangrene and approaching death,

As the examination of the body could only ex-
plain the caufe of his fudden deceafe, Mr. Bruguiere,
in the prefence of fome other furgeons, made an
opening into the abdomen. On the firft incifion,
a vaft quantity of air was extricated, accumpanied
with fome explofion, and followed with a difcharge
of purulent matter, mixed with oil and other hiquids
which the patient had fwallowed: this induced the
affiftants to fufpet that the ftomach or inteftines
had been unintentionally wounded. The omentum
was found, in different parts, in a ftate of {fuppuration.
The inteftines, fmall as well as large, were inflamed,
and, in part, gangrenous, and their external coat
detached by fuppuration.

' ) g The
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for, we find this diffufion takes place in many cavitics
at the fame time: for example, an obftruction in the
urethra of long ftanding communicates itfelf to the
bladder, thence to the ureters, and progreffively
affeéts the fubftance of the kidneys themfclves., We
fhall be careful in treating of each fpecies of reten-
tion, to diftinguith that ‘which originally takes place
in any particular cavity from its confequent effects.

Retention of Urine in the Ureters.

- Under the denomination of retention of urine in the
ureters, are alfo comprehended thofe retentions that
take place in the pelvis of the kidney and in the in-
fundibulum. This difeafe has been defcribed, by the
greateft part of ancient as well as modern authors,
under the name of ifchuria of the ureters: it is a very
freciuent difeafe, and moft authors, who have treated
on the fubject, have adduced cafes; and, in diffettion,
we have met with a variety of inftances; both fexes,
-and all ages, are liable to its attack : but women,
however, are more fubjet to it than men, and children
than adults. Sometimes it is fingle, and confined
only to one fide ; fometimes double, when both fides
are equally aifected. In both cafes, it is either com-
plete or incomplete : complete, when the patient is
unable to evacuate a drop; and incomplete, when
only a few diops efcape.  The quantity of wurine

retained is, in a greater or lefs degree, in proportion
: to
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ftance that {furrounds them becomes firm and com-
pact.

- The caufes of retention of urine, in the ureters,
are very numerous; theéy may be divided in three
claffes : 1ft, When they are obftructed by the paflage
of extraneous bodies, fuch as ftones, hydalids, clots
of blood, worms, pus or infpiffated mucus. 2dly, When
their coats are affe¢ted by inflammation or fpafm.
3dly, When the ureters are prefled upon by tumours in
the adjacent parts, which may alter their fituation, or
prevent the influx of urine. This effect may be
produced by dropfy, flatus in the inteftines, tumours
in the mefentery and mefocolon, hardened fceces in
' the reftum, fchirrus affctions of that inteftine, of
the uterus, of the ovaria, and of the bladder, inflam-
mation of this vifcus fungi at the mouth of the
ureters, &c.

Whatever may be the caufe of retention, the ureters
dilate upwards from the part where the obftacle exifts,
even as high as the kidneys, and the remaining part of
thefe canals are empty and contracted the reft of their
extent ; and, when the ureters are fecondarily affected,
that is {ubfequent to the retention of the urine in the
bladder, the valvular mode of communication, which
is at the inferdons of the wureters into that vifcus,
“1s often effaced; and the opening of communication
between thefe two cavities becomes fufficiently large to
admit the finger: it has happened frequently, that the
catheter has been paffed into one of the openings,
thus enlarged.  This circumftance we fhall have
pecafion to recolleét; for, it is about the commence-

ment
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ment of the ureters, and near their oblique termina-
tion in the bladder, that extraneous fubftances are
generally ftopped: but, ftill, they are not unfre-
quent'y difcovered at that part of the ureter, where
it forms a curvature to enter the pelvis. .

Stenes in the kidneys are one of the moft frequent
caufes of fuppreffion of urine: we muft be cautious
of forming a proportionate idea of the fize of the
ftones, from the confideration of the fize of the
ureters; for, they will often dilate fufficiently to admit
a ftone the fize of a hazel-nut; but fometimes very
fmall {tones wil form an obftrufion, and confe-
quently retention. When they remain for a long
time, they increafc by frefh depofitions, and give that
oblong form, which is generally remarked in thofe
extraneous bodies.  Sometimes the urine forms a
{ulcus in one of the fides of the ureter; and fome-
times the ftones, though ever fo large, will produce
only a partial retention. ¢ '

Hydatides will fornetimes produce this difeafe:
Morgagni has found a wureter full of thefe veficles,*
Mr. Default has prefented a preparation of this nature
to the Academy of Surgery, which he took from
the body of a woman, one of whofe kidneys appear-
ed little elfe but an affemblage of hydatides, adhering
to a very {lender pedicle. The ureter of the fame
fide contained many of the fize of a raifin-ftone,
which feemed as if they had been detached from the

(]
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kidney, and, ftopping in the ureters, had intercepted
the courfe of the urine. |
We have no cafes to adduce in fupport of the
opinion, that retention of the urine, in the ureter, is
ever occafioned by pus or infpiffated mucus: this, as
a caufe of obftruction, we have only advanced on
the authority of authors, and not from our opinion ;
we alfo entertain our doubts refpeéting the fpafmodic
affection of the ureters, or at leaft it is a quefiion
whether their powers of contraction and fpafm are
fufficient to obftruct the paffage of wrine; for, cer-
tainly, there is no analogy of ftruture between thefe
tubes and the capillary veffels of the kidneys: we can
conceive that thefe laft, if poflefled of great tone,
might contraét fufficiently on themielves for their
cavities to be effaced ; but, for the fame effet to take
place in the ureters, we muft fuppofe they poflefs
nearly the fame irritability as mufcles; and we are
equally difinclined to believe they have this properiy
as to agree with Hoffman in their motions of fyftole
and dialtole. |
We alfo are very doubtful that the colon, when
diftended with flatus, can comprefs the ureter with
fufficient force to produce {uppreflien of urine ; but
this effect often refults from large tumours, fituated in
the cavity of the pelvis: an initance of which oc-
curred lately, in a fubject brought for anatomical
demonftration. A {chirrus uterus, of the fize of the
fift, was adhering to the pofterior part of the bladder.
The two ureters were dilated to the fize of the
finger; the infundibulum, of the right fide, was
twice
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-This- opinion is rendered ftil more probable,
‘when a patient, having once voided {fmall ftones with
the urine, is attacked with the fame pains, which,
ceafing on a fudden, are fucceeded by {ymptoms
that indicate the exiftence of a ftone in the bladder.
We are juﬁil_‘if:d alfo in {uppofing that retention 1s
‘occafioned by preffure on the ureters, if the paflage
‘of the urine is fuddenly obftructed, and there exifts
carcinomatous affeGtions of the reGum or. uterus,
without previous affection of the urinary organs.

Retention of urine in the ureters, according to
the caufe, is more or lefs dangﬁmus. When it 1s
retained for a Itngrh of time in a dilated ureter, it
becomes acrid and corrupt, produces irritation in that
canal which is propagated to the kidney itfelf, and
brings on fuppuration in that vifcus with its atren-
dant confequences. Sometimes, when the ureter is
extremely diftended, it gives way, and the urine is
‘extravafated in the adjoining patts, or diffufed in the
cavity of the abdomen, producing a dropfy of a par-
ticular defcription.
~ But we may confole ourlelves, for the obfcurity of
the caufes of retention of urine in the ureters, with
this idea, that, if known, they throw no light on the
cure. Medicine can afford but little aid; and, from
the nature of its fituation, no advantage can poffibly
be derived from the afliftance of the furgeon; except
in fome particular cafes, that are, however, ex-
tremely rare. If the retention fhould happen to arife
from a quantity of indurated feeces in the reftum,
their  extrattion would re-cftablifh the flow of urine,

or
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Cafe 'r.y" @ Frafure of the Olecranon complicated with
one of the Radius.

[By Mr. Casauvson, Surgeon a la Garenne. ]

N the 6th of October, 1789, Mr. Cafaubon

was fent for to a boy of twelve years of age,
who, in falling, had received a fhock on his left
elbow : he was unable either to extend or bend the
fore-arm completely, which Mr. Cafaubon attributed to
the confiderable {welling and ecchymofis that fur-
rounded the joint; but, on farther examination, by
performing the motions of pronation and fupination,
this laft action proved that the radius was fractured
at its fuperior part. The ulna appeared to have
efcaped injury : it was reduced, and retained in the
ufual manner, with this flight deviation, that the
turns of the bandage were carried beyond the articu-
lation, on account of .the “fwelling and ecchymofis:
to remove which, comprefles, moiftened in a refolutive
decoction, were applied. After thefe applications, the
child was eafier; but, as the ba.ndage had been
applied beyond the articulation, it would not admit
of being fufficiently bent to be worn in a {ling: ‘it
was, therefore, placed in a ftate of extenfion on a
pillow.

Little pain or inconvenience occurred for the three
firft days. On the fourth, the bandage appearing a little
flack, Mr. Cafaubon took off the dreffings, and
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The fuperior eye-lid was red, fwelled, and ex-
- wemely painful. The tumour in the lower belly
hard, and nearly indolent; it appeared to extend
tranfverfely about 4 or 5 inches, and its perpendicular
height to be little lefs. The patient at this time
complained only of pains in the right fhoulder,
~which, in eight days, were fucceeded by a confide-
rable pain in the right half of the head: at this period,
the eye was increafed in fize, and was affeted with
violent fhooting pains, which lafted five days. Thefe
pains then fubfided for a whole week ; at the end of
which, he was attacked with pains in his hip, then
“in the fhoulder, and finally in the head, Ten weeks
tranfpired, during which he was fubjeét to thefe
alternate attacks ; and at length the abdominal tumour
appeared diminifhed in fize, and his general health
evidently improved. At this time, he conftanty
affured Mr. Default that he felt no pain, Whether
this affertion was true, -or only to induce Mr. Defaulc
to expedite the uperatmn, which he a.rdcntly withed

for, is impofiible to fay
At the end of three months, the tumour in the
abdomen was diminifthed half in fize, and would bear
confiderable preffure without pain. The ftate of the
eye was nearly the fame, except that the {fuppuration
was thickerand lefs in quantity. Cn the 106th day,
his health was improved ; he flept well, and his appe-
tite returned : he procured by ftealth, in the evening,
fome indigeftible food. He had no complaint in the
€vening, nor in the morning, at the ufual time he was
wifited; but, about ten o’clock, he felt himfelf very
K 3 uncomfortable,
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reduced, or, at leaft, that it was not properly retained
in its fitvation: after two days, finding his pains
not diminithed, he came to Paris, The fractured
portions of the bone were fo imperfectly maintained
in their fituation, that, during his walk, he was
obliged to fupport them with his right hand, to pre-
vent their being bruifed or difplaced; and when, from
mtigue, he could no longer keep up this preflure,
the pain became infupportable, When arrived at his
mafter’s houfe, he went to bed, and paffed the night
without fleep. The 18th of January, he came to the
Hotel Dieu, where the fralture was difcovered by the
following figns: the head was inclined toward the
fraCtured fide, the fhoulder drawn downwards by the
weight of the humerus, and forwards by the actions
of the pectoral mufcles and the ferratus major anticus.
The fragments of the bone rode over each other, the
fternal portion was carried forwards and upwards,
and the humeral portion backwards and downwards,
By elevating the arm, the crepitus was diftinétly felc ;
and, by moving the frattured portions in different
directions, the fplintered portions of the fcapular
portion of the cavicle were eafily diftinguithed by
their particular mobility,

Mr. Default, convinced from experience that the
-methods he employs for the retention of this fraGure
were adequate to its reduction, defired the patient to
ftand, while an affiftant elevated the arm fufficiently
to bring it perpendicular to the axis of the body ;
then applied to the fide of the breaft a pad, made of
old linen, as long as the humerus, in the form of a

wedge,
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~ 'The arm was retained in this pofition by a ban-
dage of 6 or 7 ells in length and 4 fingers in breadth ;
the end was applied before the right axilla, and
brought horizontally before the breaft, on the fuperior
part of the arm, behind the breaft, and under the
axilla: this firft turn of the bandage was farther
fecured, by being twice pafled in the fame manner:
the turns were then reflefted over each other, and
expanded on the breaft and the reft of the arm; and,
~as it approached near the elbow, the bandage was
drawn tighter, and pafled in circular turns round the
fore-arm, and pinned to that parr,

The corners of the pad were pinned to the
upper part of the bandage, and the hand received an
additional fupport by the middle of a comprefs, the
‘ends of which were pinned to the anterior part of the
bandage ; the vacuities above and below the cavicle,
were filled with lint; and the fractured portions
covered with comprefies, dipt in aq. veg. which were
doubled, and feven or eight inches in length, and
three wide,

Under the right axilla, the end of a bandage, feven
or eight ells in length, and three fingers wide, was
applied, and paffed obliquely above the breaft, on the
comprefles which covered the clavicle, behind the
fhoulder and the arm, under the elbow, (which the
- affiftant ftill continued to fupport,) then obliquely
upwards before the breaft, and under the right axilla,
Over the firft turn of the bandage it was pafled three
times precdely in the fame way, and the remainder
. of the bandage, brought from behind forwards under

the
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'recommends the arm to be brought to the fide,
‘and the fhoulder to be elevated, {fo as to form an
‘acute angle, and to be maintained in that fituation
'by a proper bandage. This plan, according to ourau-
‘thor, will tend to bring the ends of the bone in a ftate
of appnﬁtion, and procure their reunion*, at leaft it
‘will effect this when the humeral portion is deprefied
‘below the fternal, which is generally the cafe. But
‘this method will not always completely fucceed s for
inftance, when the bones ride over each other, or
when the fcapular portion is forced backwards, In
thefe cafes, Hippocrates recommends the patient to
be laid on a hard body, (a plank, for inftance,) and
his fhoulders to be drawn backwards with fome
idegree of force, and maintained in this fituation by
a fort of fpica bandage. If the fcapular fragment
fhould project forward, he recommends the elbow to
be brought forward en the breaft, and the palm of
the hand to be applied againft the oppofite thoulder.
And, with refpet to the cafe, which very rarely
occurs, of the fcapular portion projecting above
the fternal, he fays nothing, as the weight of the
‘fhoulder is alone fufficient to bring it to its former
fituation.

' What Paulus Zginetus fays on fractures of the
‘clavicle feems to be a commentary on the text of

: * Quod fi quis brachium, quim maximé¢ ad latus adduftum
E‘I'uri'um propellat, fic ut quam acutiffimus humerus appareat, eo
'modo plane continget, ut cum offe quod pectore adharet, unde
eft avulfa adaptetur,

i
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dage thould pafs, under both axille, on the frattured
clayicle, {capula, &ec.
.+ After * the application of this bandage, it is evi-
dent that placing a ball of wool in the axilla was
merely to furnith a point of fupport to the bandage,
which, without this precaution, would have pafled
only over thofe parts where the mufcles project; and,
~ what farther confirms this idea i1s that the author em-
ploys no method to keep the arm clofe to the trunk,
but refts fatisfied with fufpending it to the neck by
the means of a leather ftrap, and fupporting the fore
arm 'in a {ling in the fame way as after bleeding.
Pecceti recommends the ball that was ufed in the re-
'dué'tion to be kept in the axilla, but ftill we do not
fee his direct indication, as he employs, like his pre-
decefiors, the bandage of the figure of eight, and
{fays nothing of the manner of retaining the ball, nor
of the neceflity of keeping the arm clofe to the
trunk.

Mr. Default’s bandage 1s fimple although it may re-
. quire fome attention in the application: its mode of
- acting is obvious, — The cuthion, or comprefs, which
alts as a fupport to the internal furface of the arm, is
{haped in fuch a manner, that, at the time the elbow
. is brought clofe to the breaft, the fuperior part of the
arm is feparated fome diftance from the body. — The

* Quod fi ampliore opus fuerit extenfione globum fatis magnum
alz {ubjicito, et cubite flexuram ad coftam, qua ad ipfum eft adducito,
et congruo ex land globo alz fubjetto propinqua (clavicule falta)
convenientem inducimus delegationem per alas, et affeftam clavicu-
lam et {fcapulam ‘prout convenit deligationes ducentes. == Dc Re
‘Med. Lib, vi. cap. xciii,

arm,
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As the patient intended to remain in the Hétel Dieu,
Mr. Default thought proper to defer any farther at-
tempts till he was put to bed, which was immediately
done: and, after pafling the catheter, though it did
not penetrate into the bladder, he voided a confidera-
ble quantity of urine. In the next attempt, Mr.
Default introduced a catheter with a {mall curvature,
fuch as is ufed for children, as far as the ftricture,
which could not be paffed by the other inftrument.
When the catheter arrived at this part, Mr. Default
turned it gently on its axis, pufhing it at the fame time
againft the refifting part; by this aétion, forming a
fort of boring motion, Mr. Default fucceeded in the
introduction of the catheter in the bladder. As foon as
the urine was evacuated, the orifice of the inftrument
was ftopped up by a cork, and two {mall tapes were
pafled through the rings at the fides of the catheter,
and paffed behind the buttocks, then brought forward
to the fides of the pelvis, where they were fixed to a
circular bandage that was paffed round the body. A
light diet, with linfeed tea, was ordered. He pafled the
next night more quiet than ufual, the urine flowed
frecly through the catheter, the cork of which was
withdrawn, whenever he was difpofed to make water.
The bladder now evacuated itfelf extremely well,
which was not the cafe previous to the introduction of
the inftrument. ‘The next day he was as well as the e-
vening before ; the tumour in the perineum had dimi-
nithed one half. Particular care was taken to fix the
catheter properly without deprefling it too much, which

would have produced irritation in that part of the ure-
thra
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. The pofterior part of the external tunic of the
bladder is covered with peritoneum, which is re-
- Bected backwards and upwards on the inteftines, and
continued on throughout the cavity of the abdomen.
Its upper part, where it rifes above the pubis, glides,
as it may be faid, between the peritoneum (which
it ;'a:iﬁ:s) and the dbdominal mwulicles. The anterior
‘and fuperior part, forming a tumour in the hypogaftric
region, comes in contact with the bare reéti and
tran{verfales mufcles, to which it is attached by ﬂlght
cellular fubftance.*

In bladders that have been inuch difturbed, fafci-
culiy or flefhy columns, have been often found feparated
by cells or pouches, in which calculi have f'rf:qu;tntly
been found.

When the bladder has been diftended by urine as
much as it will admit, and the refiftance of the ure-
thra not overcome; it ftops in the ureters; which, in
their turn, admit of dilation, The valvular opening
of communicafion between the urethra and bladder
difappears, and is fomerimes near an inch in diameter;
and, at laft, when the ureters are completely dilated,
by degrees the urine is retained in the kidneys, and
fufpends the fecretion. We can eafily form a diag-
noftic of this difeafe. Its chara&eriftic figns may be
divided into rational and fenfible.  The rational figns
are numerous, but, for the moft patt, equivocal; fuch

~ * Anaccurate knowledge of the anatomy of thefe parts is effenti-
ally neceffary for the furgeon; for, the bladder may be opened in
foppreflions of urine without wounding the peritoneum.
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retention is the facility with which a found may be
introduced into the bladder. This general caufe of
retention comprehends many others, among which we
may rank old age, debauchery, abufe of diuretics,
affe€tions of the brain and fpinal marrow, inflamma-~
tion and diftention of the bladder beyond its tone,
@ rheumatic pforic affection of its coats, &c.

Retention of Urine from Old Age.

LLD men are fo fubjet to retention of urine,

that this difeafe has been mentioned as one

of the inconveniences incidental to that period of life,
The bladder, like the other parts of the body, be-
comes lefs irritable, is not fufceptible of ftimulus by
the urine, nor is apprized of the neceflity of evacua-
tion, but by the painful {enfations that refult from the
diftention of its coats, It then contralts on its con-
tents; but the elongated fibres have fcarcely force
fufficient to overcome the natural re-action oppofed
to them by the urethra; and the proper equilibrium
of power and refiftance being no longer kept up,
the urine can only be evacuated by the affiftance of
the violent contraction of the abdominal mufcles ; and
even then the expulfion is incomplete; the bladder
does not poffefs a force fufficiently contractile (like
M 3 the
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with confiderable difficulty; the quantity evacua-
ted each time was diminithed, and, at the fame
time, the defire to make water became more frequent ;
at laft the urine paflfed away drop by drop, and to
this incontinence fucceeded retention. In this fate
the patients fuffer little ; the tumour above the pubis,
formed by the bladder, is nearly indolent; and, if
flightly comprefled, fome urine may be voided by
the urethra.

Retention, produced by old age, is rarely com-
plete; the urine, after diftending the bladder, paffes
off ' involuntanly by the urethra, where it meets with
no refiftance but what is natural to that canal, and,
in a given time, the patient voids as much urine as
in a ftate of health. In this fpecies of retention,
we have no reafon to apprehend the fame train of
ferious fymptoms that occur in complete fuppreflions;
fuch as in fuppreflion of urine in.the kidneys, effuf-
fions in the cellular fubftance, &c. — We find a
number of old men, who view this complaint as
incidental to their age, and who do not even apply
for medical affiftance. The urine, however, by ftag-
‘pating in the bladder, putrifies, forms confiderable
depofits, and, at length, the tunics of that vifcus
become altered in ftruéture,  The indications of
cure in this' difeafe are to procure the evacuation
of urine, and to give tone to the bladder: both
effects are often produced by employing the fame
means. At the commencement of the complaint,
when the bladder is perhaps only indolent, cold bodies
applied to the hypogaftric region, or to the thighs,

| M 4 pafling
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the elaftic gum, may be ufed to advantage; but, if
it is neceffary to rentain in the bladder, the catheter of
the claitic gum, bent in the ufual way, and furnithed
with a fteel probe, is to be preferred. But, whatever
inftruments are employed, Mr. Default is convinced,
from experience, that, from the flaccidity of the u-
rethras of old men, a large catheter is introduced with
more cafe, and lefs pain, than one of a fmall diame-
£cr.

OBSERVATION.

The catheters, that are ufed by Mr. Defaule, are
flightly bent in one-third of their length, and are
ftrait in the remaining part; this curvature gra-
dually takes place from the ftrait part, and extends
to the point ; it is equal throughout, and reprefents a
circle of fix inches in diameter, which is the {fame in
all catheters, whatever may be their fize. Mr. De-
fault, for the moft part, prefers large to fmall catheters:
the general fize employed for men is ten inches
and a half in length, and about one-fixth of an inch
in diameter. Sometimes in adults, in confequence
of ftri¢tures accompanied with induration, the catheters
employed for children are obliged to be had recourfe
to; which, though {mall, will frequently not pafs
without ufing force; thus it is neceflary to make
them ftronger to prevent their bending. In thefe
cafes, catheters made of gold, as being lefs fexible
| than
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tioned by Van-Helmont, are too hard, and are fubject
quickly to incruft: thofe of leather, recommended by
Fabricius Aquapende, are foftened by the mucus and
urine bent on themfelves; and, by this means, obli-
terated the cavity : thofe made of thin plates of filver
~or wire twifted fpirally, and covered with fkins, are
apt to get dry and rot; and, being retained on the
catheter only by the filver wire at its extremity, are
fubject to ftop at the neck of the bladder, or fome
other part of the canal, and get detached, ey

The catheters of Mr, Bernard are not fubject to
thefe objeCtions; they are made with a fort of filk
or guat_"s hair twifted, and covered with elaftic gum;
they poffefs a fufficient degree of flexibility to adapt
themfelves readily to the different curvatures of the
urethra, are not foftened by the urine, and yet are
* frec and eafy in that capal: their furfaces, from being
imooth and polithed, are not equally fubject to
earthy incruftations as catheters in general. As thefe
catheters are more particularly employed in the treat-
ment of difeafes of the urethra when their introduétion |
is often attended with difficulty, they are furnifhed with
a fteel probe bent in the ufual way. Steel is preferable
for this purpofe to copper, as they bend lefs and Pﬂ;-n
ferve their curvature more exactly.
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Of the Introdution of the Catheter.

There are two ways of introducing the catheter s
one above, and the other under, the abdomen; in
‘both, the patient may either ftand or lay down, but
the laft is preferable ? then he fhould be brought to the
edge of the bed with his thighs feparated, and the legs
a little bent: the penis is then to be embraced with the
ring and middle finger of the left hand, whillt the in-
dex-finger and the thumb are applied to the glans ; and,
by this means, the opening of the urethra expofed.
The cathetér is then to be held between the index and
‘middle fingers of the other hand, after filling up the
eyes with fuet, and paflfed in fuch a dire@ion as the
ftrait part of the inftrument fhould be oppofed to the
abdomen, and be parallel to the axis of the body, Its
extremity is to be then introduced into the urethra;
and, while the penis is gently ftretched and elongated,
the catheter fhould be pafied foftly and with caution,
till the point of the inftrument is on a level with the
arch of the pubis; The hand, in which the extremity
of the inftrument is contained, is then gently to be de-
prefled from the fides of the thighs, and the catheter
paffed into the bladder. If the furgeon wifhes to pafs
it below the abdomen, or, as it is termed, parle four
de maitre, the catheter fhould be held in fuch a man-
-~ mer that its convex part fhould be upwards, and the
ftrait below the abdomen oppofite the {pace between
she thighs. It is then to be introduced into the aper-
ture









¢ z68 %)

by means of leaving the catheter always in the bladder,
with the orifice open, the urine was evacuated as
faft as it was fecreted. This method is alfo fubject
to its inconveniences; for, the mufcular fibres of the
bladder; being always relaxed, never recover their
tone and elafticity. In addition to this objeélion,
Mr. Default obferves; that the empty bladder, being
prefled with the point of the inftrument; produces
pain, and frequently ulceration, where it is in contact:
that the catheter is apt to be filled with glairy mucus;
and, by remaining in the pafiage; is more fubject to
incruft:  Patients are alfo obliged to keep their bed,
and are fubjet to be conftantly wet by the dribbling
of the urine, or to have a veilel conftantly with them,
to prevent this inconvenience.

Mr. Default, on the whole, is of opinion, that the
moft eligible practice is to evacuate the urine entirely,
and to throw injections into the bladder; to cleanfe
that vifcus from any puriform or mucus depofit ; then
either to ftop up the catheter or withdraw it; and wait
till a quantity is fecreted fufficient moderately to
diftend the mufcular coat of the bladder.

Thefe alternate ations of moderate extenfion and
relaxation produce the fame effeét on this vifcus as.
on other parts of the body.

A catheter of the elaftic gum ﬂlcmld be ufed;
and worn for feveral days. In paffing it, care fhould
be taken to puth it no farther after the eyes of the
inftrument have pafled the neck of the bladder. If the
catheter is too long, part may be cut off: it fhould

then be fecured on the corona glandis, or penis, as.
) defcribed
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defcribed page 149. The urine fhould be evacuated
every two or three hours, according to the circum-
ftanees of the quantity fecreted, and the defire of the
patient to void his urine; but this inclination thould
not always be waited for, for the bladder is fometimes
fo flightly fenfible, that it will admit of furprifing
diftendon without any difpofition to evacuate its
contents. And it thould be recolleted, that no
circumitance tends more to deftroy the natural tone
of its mulcular coat, than this forcible diftention.
The catheter fhould be withdrawn every {ix or eight
days, to clean it and prevent incruftations; and as the
form has been moulded at its ¢urvature, in confequence
of refting in the urethra, it can afterwards often be
introduced without the probe. As the treatment of
this difcale 1s tedious,  and’ as the bladder rarely re-
covers perfectly its tone, it is as well to inftrut the
patient in the manner of pafling the inftrument ; and,
when accuftomed to do this, he need only ufe it when
he has occafion to void his urine. At the expiration
of a little time, he fhould attempt to make water
without the inftrument; if he fucceeds, the catheter
fhould be paflfed to afcertain whether the bladder 1s
perfectly evacuated; if any urine fhould {till remain,
the ufe of the catheter fhould be continued. If this
precaution is not attended to, the retention will return
as bad as before.

. Tonic and flightly aftringent injections have been
propofed to be thrown into the bladder; fuch as
decottion of bark, weak folutions of vitriolated iron,

&c. Mr. Default obferves, that he has made ufe of
: 1 o thefe
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there was no fign of returning fenfibility either this

day or the following night: but the vomiting and ef-

fufion of blood from the ears began to ceafe, and the

hemorrhage from the nofe and mouth was confidera- '
bly lefs. The refpirdtion became eafy, and the pulfe

more regular. -

The gth, at 7 in the morning, the patient was
much in the fame ftate as in the evening; bur,
when the cuticle was raifed, he recovered his recol-
leGtion a little, and complained, not only of un--
eafinefs, infeparable from this circumftance, but alfo
of a deep-feated pain, which he referred to the frontal
region. The wound was drefled with bafilicon, quick-
ened with cantharides.

In the evening the patient recovered his recollec-
tion perfeGtly. His refpiration was free, with lefs
pain in his head, and fcarce any hemorrhage from his
nofe or mouth. He was tranquil during the night, and
flept many hours. About three in the morning he ex-
perienced fome ardor urinz.

On the 10th, all the fymptoms, referable to the
commotion of the brain, had perfectly fubfided ; but
the irritation ‘of the urinary paflages was fo confide-
rable, that the patient voided his urine drop by drop,
and at the fame time with exquifite pain. Mr, De-
fault drefled his head with bafilicon only, and pre-
fcribed linfeed tea as a common drink, and three bo-
Tuffes to be taken in the courfe of the day, compofed of
camphire g. vi. powder of marfhmallow and liquorice
root, of each 5 j. mixed up with firup of violets.

Towards
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Towards the evening, the ardor urine had confide-
gably diminifhed ; and,

On the 11th, they ceafed entirely; but the ufe of
the boluffes and linfeed tea was perfifted in, and a pro-
per diet obferved.

For four days he took a little nourifhment, and
was obvioufly convalefcent: the fuppuration from
the blifter was at this tme nearly dried up, when
fuddenly, on the 18th, without any alteration in
the regimen, or any other apparent caufe, he was
. threatened with a recurrence of the fame {ymptoms
he had experienced before. He cemplained of a fenfe
of weight in his head, and of weaknefs in all his
limbs ; the tongue was yellow, and the pulfe flow and
fmall. |
Mr. Default had his head fhaved, and a blifter equal-
ly ftrong, but not quite {o extenfive, as the firft applied.
He was put on diet, ordered linfeed tea, and two
_camphire boluffes a day, to prevent as much as pofii-
ble the urinary organs being {timulated by the cantha-
rides. '

On the 1gth, the difcharge from this blifter was ex-
tremely confiderable ; and, after elevating the cuticle,
it was drefled with fimple bafilicon. From this mo-
ment the patient felt no fenfe of weight in his head,
nor any weaknefs in his limbs,

On the four following days the fuppuration was
confiderable,

On the 24th, as the tongue was a little furred, at-
tended with a bitter tafte in the mouth, Mr. Default
ordered an emetic, and the next day a medicine, to

N 3 give






el

He was bled twice in the courfe of the evening,
‘which produced no other effect than rendering the
pulfe more regular.

On the fecond day, Mr. Default app]if:d a large and
active blifter on the head. The reft of the day and
the following night he was much the fame.

On the 3d, on elevating the cuticle, he feemed to
feel fome pain, and {poke a little cohérently. The dref-
. fings were the blifter-ointment, quickened with cantha-
rides: the irritation of the urinary organs were guarded
againft by the exhibition of the linfeed tea. Two
hours after the drefling, his refpiration was more free,
the pulfe quick and fuller than in the evening, and his
récolleftion gradually recovered. The drowfinefs
ftill continued, and he complamed of a confiderable
fenfe of heavinefs in the head.

On the 4th, the fuppuration was abundant; and, in
confequence of the ftimulus of the bliftering ointment,
the patient experienced fome pain for three hours after
the drefling. From this time all the fymptoms, con-
fequent to the commotion of the brain, ceafed, nor
did they ever recur. |

The fame drefling was continued for fome time, to
keep up the fuppuration. The ufe of the linfeed tea
perfifted in, to which may be attributed the circum-
ftance of the urinary organs not being affected.

On the 8th, he was indulged with a little folid
food.

On the 14th, he was purged; and, from this daj,',
the blifter was fuffered gradually to heal. The
ftrength ‘of the patient increafed with his appetite ;
' N 4 and,
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The appearances on difie€tion were as follow:
No appearance of contufion on the external furface
of the head; the integuments perfeétly found; and
the colour of the external gable of the cranium na-
tural; but the internal table was black through-
out the whole extent of the right parietal foffa: this
blacknefs was alfo obferved throughout the corref~
pondent portion of the dura-mater, and even a little
beyond it. In other refpelts; this membrane adhered
to the cranium in the fame manner as the oppofite
fide; under the dura-mater, at the part above-men-
tioned, a flight depofit of thick and greyith matter was
difcovered ; which had extended under the different
windings of the cranium, and had affeéted the pia-mater,
and the correfpondent portion of the brain, to fome lines
in depth. The reft of this vifcus was in its natural
fituation. In the cavities of the thorax and abdomen,
no circumftance worth mentioning was difcovered.

If, after the moft minute attention to the injuries
of this defcription, the furgeon fhould entertain
doubts of commotion of the brain, or effufion,
fhould he not decide, particularly in hofpitals
(where the operation of the trepan rarely fucceeds),
in favour of the application of blifters, which will
be fufficient if commotion only exifts? And, it
fhould be remembered, that the application of the
veficatories does not prohibit the ufe of other remedies;
which may be had recourfe to, as circumftances or
fymptoms indicate the neceifity, ..

In many cafes that require the application of the
trepan, would not the application of blifters be proper ?

For
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furface of the tumour was red and full of rugz; and,
at its inferior part, refembled the valvule conniventes
of the inteftines.

At the fame abdominal opening, on the external
furface of this mafs, a{mall tumour was feen fimilar
to the firlt in confiftence and colour. ' This laft was
oval in its fhape, and {o conftricted at its orifice, that
a fmall quantity of ferofity only could efcape. Thefe
tumours pofleffed the fame periftaltic motions as the
inteftines, and were fufceptible of contraction when
a few drﬂps of water were dropped on their fur-
face.

This unfortunate young man, who was tall and well
formed, though extremely thin, was obliged to be
conftantly in a curved pofition, and to fuppar; him-
felf with crutches. An carthern pot, faftened to his
waift, and fupported by a cord, was left hanging be-
tween his thighs, which received the extremity of the
inteftine ; and the matter that was difcharged from it,
in a little time, was intolerably feetid, Mr, Default
was fatisfied, that the principal tumour was formed by
that portion of the inteftine that c_ﬁrrqipoﬁded to the
{tomach ; and that it was invaginated, like the finger
of a glove, in fuch a manner as ta prefent externally
ﬂnly' its internal furface. He was alfo convinced,
that the fmall tumour was only the inferior part of
the inteftine invaginated in the fame manner, and that
the edges of the divided portion adhered to the o-
pening of the parities of the abdomen, and was uni-
ted and blended with them by one common cicatrix.
Thefe membranes were {o confiderably thickened by

friction,



(. 188 )

fri&inn,: expofure to the air, and by the paffage of
the feeces, that an attempt to reduce fuch a mafs'was
apparently rath, if Mr. Default had not been taught
by experience what were the effects of comprefiion
in fimilar cafes. To be convinced of the probable
efficacy of compreflion in this cafe, Mr. Default
prefled it for fome minutes between his hands, and its
diminution of bulk afforded him fome idea what might
be expected from a conftant and uniform compref-
fion, kept up for a confiderable time.

With this intention, Mr. Default applied a fimple
bandage, from below upwards, covering the whole ex-
tent of the tumour, leaving only an opening at the apex,
for the paflfage of the feeces. The effect of this plan
was foon perceptible; for, in the evening of the fame
day, the bandage became fo loofe, in confequence of
the diminifhed fize of the tumour, that its re-applica-
tion become abfolutely neceflary. The fame meafures
were purfued on the following days; and, on the fourth,
the inteftine had regained its natural fize. Mr. Default
conceiving the reduction now pofiible, had the tumour
raifed perpendicular to the opening in the abdomen:
he then introduced one finger in the eorifice, whilit,
with the other hand, by ufing gentle preffure, he pre-
vented the retration of the inteftine ; and, at the fame
time, he altered the vaginal fituation of the gut,
and returned it into the abdomen. The fame plan
was followed with the fmall tumour, nor was any dif-
ficulty experienced in the reduction: but, though this
cafe was thus far {uccefsfully weated, one dreadful in-
convenience yet remained, which was the conftanc dif-
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of the inteftine, which had protruded externally.*
Among the unpleafant effects neceffarily attendant
on this difeafe, are the extreme uncleanlinefs occafion-
ed by the conftant difcharge of feeces through the
opening, the excoriation of the furrounding parts, the
return of griping pains, obftrutions to the paflage
of the feeces from the narrownefs of the aperture,
weaknefs confequent to imperfect digeftion, and
fometimes to fuch a degree as to prove fatal; as
in the cafes related by Meflrs. Hoin and Le Blanc,}
and which has lately occurred in the Hotel Dieu at
the beginning of this year.

Thefe inconveniences have induced furgeons to
fuggeft different modes of relief; that, indeed, have
been partially procured. Boxes have been invented,
made of f{ilver or tin, and applied to the opening in
the abdomen; and retained in this firuation by a pro-
per bandage. This contrivance, by containing and
collecting the feeces, leffened their feetor, and, accord-
ing to the account of Mr. Mofcati, they were con-
ducted into thefe veffels by means of a leaden pipe,
left in the cavity of the abdomen.f Mr. Sabatier
has propofed to keep the inteftine fufficiently open,
to afford an ealy paflage to the excrements, by the
introduction of a middling-fized tent.||

Mr. Richter, on the contrary, withes the foeces to
be retained till digeftion is more perfect. To anfwer

* Tranfa&. Philofoph. N° 460. p. 716.
+ Effai fur les Hernies.
1 Académie de Chir. tom. v. p. 596,
Il Ibid. p. 594-
Q2 this
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ated from time to time; a fact which clearly proves
no obliteration could poffibly exift.

Some authors, from not attending to the ftate of
the inteftine, are of opinion that the inteftine pafles
out of the belly in its ordinary ftate, and that it is not
its extremity that adheres to the fkin: and, for this
reafon, they are apprehenfive that the feeces and
mucus will be diffufed in the cavity of the abdo-
men.*

The thicknefs of the membranes of the inteftines
is a more ferious objection: it has always been viewed
as an invincible obftacle to the reduion, but the cafe
we have related proves the poflibility of returning the
gut: and, from analogy, we are juftified in fuppofing
it may be effeCted; for, in cafes of prolapfus ani of
long ftanding, that apparently, from their bulk, were
irreducible, gradual and methodical preffure has been
attended with fuccefs.

Praétitioners, from the number of thefe adhefions,
ought not to be deterred from attempting the reduétion;
for, {uppofing that they exift, and that they are more
dangerous than thofe produced by inflammations of the
abdomen, yet ftill no advantage can arife from leaving
the invaginated portion of the inteftine out of the abdo-
men. Befides, fuch a practice may be attended with the
moft fatal confequences. Mr. Puy has feen two cafes
that terminated fatally, from the iffue of the feeces be-
ing ftopped.+ Mr. Lange has feen the gut fo diftended

* Richter, chap. xxix. p. 168.
+ Académie de Chirurgie,
O 4 with
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In both cafes, from the procefs of inflammation, the
edges of the divided portion of this canal unite with the
edges of the integuments and furrounding parts; (this
circumftance uniformly takes place, nor has it been
difproved by a fingle fact ;) and, from this time, the
paricties of the abdomen, if they are entire, will
form a fupplement to the portion of the canal, which
has been deftroyed, and the foeces will be voided by
the anus, unlefs the portions of the inteftine, by their
mode of adhefion, fhould form an angle fuﬂicmntl}r 4=
cute to ftop them in their progrefs, -

The wound in the abdomen, from its affording an
eafier and fhorter iffue to the feeces than if they had to
pafs through the whole circumvolutions of the intef=
tines, ‘and the difeafed ftate of that canal, are the ef-
ficient caufes of the preternatural anus, that is to fay,
of the feecal difcharge from the abdomen. But there
is another fecondary caufe, not lefs powerful in its ef-
fe€t: this is the contrattion which takes place in that
part of the inteftine correfponding to the reftum. But
are thefe caufes fufficiently powerful to preclude the af-
fiftance of art? 'The firft, that is to fay, the opening of
the abdomen, is certainly not an invincible obftacle, be-
caufe in hernia, attended with gangrene, the feeces often
take their natural courle after pafling through the abdo-
minal opening, and Mr. Default is of opinion that this
accident of a preternatural anus does not occur {o fre-
quently after thefe cafes as formerly, which certainly
may be attributed to the prefent methodical and at-
tentive manner of drefling wounds of this de-
{fcription. A tent, anfwering the intention of a plug,

might



{958 )

might fupply the defect of continuity in the parietes of
the abdomen, But this is not all ; the portions of the
inteftine often form an angle at the part where the fe-
paration has taken place.

This ahgle affords more or lefs refiftance to the
‘pafiage of the feeces, (agreeable to the remark of Mr.
Morand,) according as it is more or lefs acute, and
there is no method of removing this obitacle, but by
eniarging the angle, formed by the fegments of the
inteliine, by feparatung them from each other. Mr.
Default is of opinion that long tents made of linen,
introduced and fixed into the two ends of the inteftine,
will anfwer the indication, by bringing together gradu- -
ally the divided portions of inteftine in a ftrait line.
By this plan, he thinks the upper end of the portion of
inteftine, corre{ponding with the re¢tum, will be di-
lated, and thus the foeces will gradually take their na-
tural courfe.*

The methods here recommended may perhaps be
the means of reftoring to fociety a number of thofe af-
fected with the above-mentioned complaint, even f{up-
pofing that a cure cannot ever be effected, which the
cafe of the failor abfolutely contradifts, No inconve-
nience can arife from the attempt; and padents, who
have fubmitted to this treatment, have been able to re~
tain at will the alimentary matter, and of courfe were in
no danger of dying of inanition, and, at the fame time,
have been exempt from the ferious and fometimes
fatal confequence of ftrangulation.

* Acad. de Chir. et Acad. de Sciences, p. 249.
The
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the redution. The patient was laid upon his back,
whilft an affiftant held the fuperior part of the leg,
with the intention of maintaining a counter-extenfion :
whilft another kept wp an extenfion, by embracing
with his right hand the back of the foot, and with
his left the pofterior part of the heel; and, by this
conduct, the foot was brought back to its natural
fitvation without much difficulty.  The aftragalus
refted on the back of the foot. To reduce it, the
extenfion was augmented, till there was a fufficient
fpace between the tibia and os calcis to admit of the
aftragalus. Then the furgeon embraced the foot with
the palms of his hands, whilft he puthed in the aftragalus
by the affiftance of his thumbs. The reduction took
place without noife, and it was known to have taken
place, by the fhape of the foot, its admmmﬂ' of
motion, and by the fubfidence of pain.

Comprefles of ag. vegito were applied, the leg
and foot placed as a fratture: from the ftate of
the pulfe, it was thought proper to bleed him. The
pains towards evening were a little aggravated, but
gave way to fomentations of the ag. veg. renewed
every. two hours.

On the next day, there was a little ecchymofis at the
ankles, and the fwelling of the foot a little increafed
fince the evening before. The pulfe yet indicated
the propriety of two more bleedings, which was
done on the third and fourth day. On the gth, the
patient fuffered little ; and, as the fwelling was dimi-
nifhed, the frequency of fomentation was difcontinued ;

but, the pains returning, they were again had recourfe
; £o.
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arce of tightnefs, and pafled more of it above and’
below the bending of the elbow. During three days
that this bandage was worn, the patient was able to
fleep; but, in confequence of the confiderable fwel-
ling of the fore-arm, from the tightnefs of the ban-
dage, it was removed, and another more loofely ap+
plied ; which was pafled on the fore-arm as far as the
hand.

The fwelling and tenfion foon. dlmmlfhad but, on
the eighth day, he experienced confiderable painy
which produced the fame fymptoms as before. Mr..
Default, defirous of avoiding a ferious operation, re-
folved to attempt a mode of compreflion exempt:
from the inconvenience ufually attendant on the ordi-
nary method. To anfwer this intention, he ufed a hel-
low tin machine,. lining the cavity with f{oft cufhions:
it formed an obtufe angle at the elbow, to admit of the
arm and: fore-arm being in a. ftate of flexion. This.
machine*was of a fufficient length to extend from one-
third of the fuperior part of the arm as far as the
wrilt, and fufficiently wide to cower the pﬂﬂ:cnur half
of the parts jult mentioned. :

On this machine, the bandage was m-appllcd.ﬂ
This method, without the preffure on the opening of
the artery being diminifhed, rendered the compreffion.
on the other parts quite tifling; for, the machine, on,
which the turns of the bandage was expended, ha-
ving paffed over the artery, formed every-where an:
equal defire of preffure; and, in fuch a manner, that
the artery might be ftrongly comprefled, without ap-v
prehenfion of any fwelling of the fore-arm. -

Alk
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All the advantages of this contrivance were not de=
tived in confequence of the fatnefs of the patient; and
the effufed blood, which was trifling in the early
part of the complaint, had infenfibly extended along
the anterior part of the fore-arm behind the aponeu-
rofis, where it \as confiderable : at the inferior part
of the arm it was much lefs. The integuments, that
covered the tumour at the part where the orifice was
made, were livid and yellow; in the adjoining parts,
the leaft motion of the hand produced confiderable
pain.

The patient, worn out with the tedioufhefs of the
complaint, withed ardently for an operation, which
he fuppofed would terminate in a cure. Thefe cir-
cumitances, together with the impoffibility of pre-
venting the farther effufion of blood by any other
method, determined Mr. Default to make a ligature
on the artery, which was done fixteen days after the
accident. : '

The bed was placed in the motft favourable fitua=
tion, with refpect to the light; and the patient’s head
and breaft a little elevated by pillows; and the found
arm turned from the light: the affefted arm was
held at fome diftance from the trunk, and the fore-
arm kept in a ftate of extenfion, and the part to be
operated on turned upwards. An affiftant, on the
right hand of Mr. Default, comprefled the axillary
artery, as it paffes behind the clavicle over the firft rib,
by means of a cuthion, which he held in his right
hand ; and, with his left hand, prefifed another cufhion
againft the fame artery as it pafles under the hollow
’ Pia of
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an opportunity of fecuring the artery, if the firft
fhould by any accident get loofed. Twe other
ligatures were then pafied below the opening of the
artery; the one next to the binding of the arm was
ﬁ:cured, and the other left loofe, as a provifionary li-
gature in cafe of accident.

Thefe ligatures, above and below the orifice, were
drawn 'fufficiently tight to prevent hemorrhage, but
fill there was a little difcharge of blood when  the
compreffion was taken off, which probably came from
a collateral branch, fituated between «the two liga-
tures. It was fecured by including the orifice of the
artery icfelf ina third ligature, larger than the other
two.

Mr. Deflault, after carefully cleaning the wound
from the grumous blood, feparated the ligatures that
were tied from thofe that were left as provifionary
ones, and left them on the outfide. The wound was
lightly dreffed with lint dipped in colophony, and, o-
ver the whole, Mz, Default paffed a bandage drawn
moderately tight.

The patient, who fupported the operation with he-
roic courage, was then put to bed, and the arm repo-
fed on a foft pillow, and placed in fuch a manper,
that the .elbow was lower than the band and the fu-
perior part of the arm, The part was covered with a
warm linen cloth frequently doutled.

The reft of the day he was tolerably eafy, and was
reftlefs only a little towards the evening, from a prick-
ing fenfation he felt about the elbow. In the courfe
of the night the dreflings were flightly tinged with a

B3 {ferous
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f&tous difcharge, which is generally confequent to ‘'o-
perations of this nature. To be perfectly fatisfied,
however, Mr. Default changed the compreflfes: The
next evening the pulfe was a little raifed: he was ag
this time fubjeét to a cough with retention of wu-
rine, for which he was obliged to wear a hollow bou-
gie of the elaftic gum. On the third day, the fmell
of the dreflings indicated an approaching ﬂ:ppuraﬁﬂn 4
at this time, there was little fever: he flept part of
the night. The next night he did not {leep equally
well, from his cough being rather troublefome, ac-
companied with a flight indigeftion, occafioned from
eating fome rice cream.

By the fifth day, fome doffils of lint, at the buttun;
of the wound, were detached by fuppuration, which
were replaced by others. The upper ligature fell off
the next day, without a drop of blood being effufed ;
the fuppuration was abundant and of a good quality ;
and, as the fwelling of the fore-arm fubfided, he gra-
dually 1'egainﬁ:d thgé motion of his hand. The p&liil-
tions of the radial artery, which were at firft feeble,
recovered their natural force : the patient already took
folid nourifhment, and recovered his ftrength fuffici-
ently faft to get up in eight days after the operation,
On the tenth day, the middle hgature was cut, as it
admitted of being moved ; but the lower one re-
mained fixed, On the thirteenth, the bottom of the
fuperior part of the wound healed extremely faft,
and was nearly on a level with the edges of the
wound, but the inferior angle had a very different ap«
pearance; and, when the fore-arm was pafied from

below
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below upwards, there was a confiderable difcharge of
matter. Its accumulation was prevented by the inter-
pofition of a doffil of lint, which kept the edges of
the wound feparate from each other. The fuppura-
tion foon diminifhed, and it was now deemed fufficient
to drefs the wound once inftead of twice a day ; and,
to give greater freedom to the ﬁ}rﬁ—arm,l all compref-
{es were left off, and a fimple bandage applied immedi-
ately over the int. At this period the patient was rather
depreflfed in his fpirits, and experienced fome uneafi«
nefs in his bowels. From the ufe of fome herb broth
fome bilious evacuations were procured, but flill the
digeftive organs were deranged, Two grains of eme-
tic tartar, givtn- in a confiderable quantity of drink,
produced a better effect; and a purgative emulfion,
taken two days afterwards, completed the cure.

A few days after, the fuppuration at the fuperior
part of the arm entirely ceafed, and the inferior part
of the wound began to cicatrize. The twenty-third
day, the patient went out of the houfe for the firft
time; the motions of flexion and éxtenfion of the
fore-arm and hand were performed without inconve-
nience. ‘The difpofition to cicatrization feemed, at
this time, to diminith, and the granulations became
pale and luxuriant, and, to remove this to give them
tone, they were touched with the lapis infernalis ; and,
by the 41ft day, the operation of the wound was
perfectly healed. -

s Obfervations
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force than is fufficient to expel the urine: from this
arifes retention,

We fhall not repeat here the diagnoftic figns of re-
tention which depend on weaknefs of the bladder: by
the commemorative {ymptoms only we can diftin-
guifly it from that which is occafioned by old age.

The prognoftic is more favourable than the pre-
ceding ; for, if the patient has a good conftitution,.
and not in the laft ftage of marafmus, this retention
may be radically cured. The elaftic gum catheter left
in the biadder is one of the moit powerful means em-
ployed for the cure of this complaint : it not only af-
fords an eafy pafiage to the urine, and excites the irri-
tability of the bladder, by ftimulating its mufcular fi-
bres, but its conilant prefence in the urethra prevents
the patents from indulging that depraved pafiion,
which was the original caufe of their misfortune; be-
fides, the irritation produced by the catheter is even
propagated to the vafa deferentia, gives tone to thefe
canals, the relaxation of which produced the frequent
emiffions that took place on the flighteft exertion, or
effort to go to ftool : for this fingle reafon, thefe elaf-
tic bougies thould be had recourfe to, to cure the weak-
nefs occafioned by the lofs of femen, even if retention
did not exiit.

Medicated bougies have been employed with this
iptention ; but they are fubjeét to many inconve-
niences. Firft, the ointment that is added is ufelefs ;
for, from experience, we learn that the effe&t they
produce is to be attributed to their prefence in the
i_J;'cthra_,'. as an extraneous body, and not to the nature

of
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of any medicament entering their compofition, exe
cepting thofe of a cauftic or efcarotic nature, Secondly,
thefe bougies, lefs in fize at the ends that enter the
bladder, do not fill up that part of the urethra, where
the vafa deferentia tt:m,inai:::, confequently they do
not effectually oppofe the evacuation of the femen.
Thirdly, they cannot be conftantly worn, but are o-
bliged to be withdrawn every time the patient has oc-
cafion to make water, which is inconvenient and ex-
penfive. Fourthly, they are fubject to break in the ure-
thra; and, if not well fecured to the penis, are aptto
{lip into the bladder. T he elaftic bougies are not liaw
ble to any of thefe objections.* !
But, while thefe local remedies are had recourfe to,
the weak and relaxed ftate of the general fyftem fhould
be attended to. ‘The cold bath, mineral waters, bark,
&c. form the bafis of this treatment, The effet of
thefe medicines fhould be feconded by the judicious
ule of the fix non-naturals; fuch as pure air, {uccu-
lent and light food, tranquil fleep, conftant exercife of
the body, moderate evacuations, and a proper regu-

* This unfortunate accident happens too frequently. Mr,
Default has feen many inftances ; and, for a cafe of this natare, he
invented a pair of pincers in a fheath, bent like a catheter, with a
yiew of extralting this extraneous body, by the way of the urethra,
" On the dead he fucceeded, but was not equally fortunate in the pa-
tient for whom this inftrument was exprefsly inyented, The ex-
treme fenfibility of the bladder would not admit of the neceflary
refearches ; and, to effeft the extraftion, he was obliged to cut him
in the fame manner as for the ftone. b

lation
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Jation of the paffions of the mind, particularly that
which has produced the malady in queftion.

Retention of Urine, Pradwf:f by the Abufe of Diuretics,

7 V\HE immoderate ufe of either warm or cold diu-

retics equally tend to produce this difeafe,
The firft, by not fufficiently ftimulating the fibres of
the bladder, produces relaxation ; the {econd deftroys,
by ufe, the fenfibility of that vifcus. In this laft cafe,
the bladder, accuftomed to the attion of irritating di-
uretics, 1s not capable of fufficient contraction, when
the ufe of other remedies is relinquithed.

It muft be allowed, that this reafon is more fpecu-
lative than praétical, nor can we fupport it by any one
cafe ; but flill it may be fomething analogous to the
effeéts of warm liquors on the ftomach. '

Retention of urine, occafioned by the ufe of diu-
- retics, cannot be diftinguithed from that confequent
to cebauchery and old age, but from the confciouf-
nefs of drinking confiderable quantities previous to
any derangement of the excretory organs.

The local treatment fhould be the fame as in the
retentions we have before treated of; and, if the in-
troduction of the hollow bougie is not {fufficient to re-
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Retention of Urine from Diflenfion of the Filres of ths
Bladder.

HIS fpecies of retention may be termed fecon-

dary, as it is always preceded and produced
by a retention arifing from a different caufe; but its
proximate caufe is merely the weaknefs and lofs of ir-
ritability, occafioned by the too great diftenfion of its
mufcular fibres : for this reafon we often obferve that
thofe perfons are fubject to this difeafe, who, from
tdlenefs, bafhfulnéfs, or inattention, regleét attend-
ing to the firft defire they may feel to make water, or,
by an obftruétionin the urethra, are prevented from
eompleting their intention. But, even if this obftruc-
tion is removed, this vifcus, weakened by the ex~
treme dilatation of its coats, cannot contraét with force
adequate to procure the complete evacuation of the
yrine. '

The indication of cure is fimple. We have not,
as in other cafes of retention, any other complaint to
encounter ; and, the urine being evacuated by the ca-
theter left in the bladder, this viicus generally. regains
its tone and elafticity: its effets may be feconded by
the ufe of warm diurencs, tonic injections, &c. Be-
fore the ufe of the catheter is relinquithed, we muft
be fatisfied that the bladder is capable of emptying it-
felf of all the urine contained in its cavity ; for, with-
out this caution, we fhould be uncertain when it would

regair
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and enfeebled. Mr. Default remarks, that, in diffec-
tions, inflamed inteflines are generally found diftended,
inftead of being contracted on themfelves.

Plethoric habits and thofe of a bilious temperament
are peculiarly fubject to this fpecies 'of retention; it is
often produced by drinking fpirituous liquors, the a-
bule of warm diuretics, the internal exhibition or ex-
ternal apphcation of cantharides, &c.

This fpecies of retention appears fuddenly, and is
known by the following {ymptoms: a frequent defire
to make water, acute pain in the region of the blad-
der, which is propagated to the regions of the kid-
neys, affeting the whole courfe of the urethra, as
far as the extremity of the glans: this pain is confide-
rably augmented by the efforts neceflary for the expul-
fion of the urine. The pulfe is hard and frequently
accompanied with other fymptoms of fever; the pain
is confiderably aggravated from preflure on the hypo-
gaftric region. The catheter, in thefe cafes, is ge-
nerally eafily introduced, but exquifite pain generally
arifes from the contact of this inftrument with the coats
of the bladder. The urine is red and indicative of
inflammation; and the {fymptoms, attendant on other
fpecies of retention, in thefe cafes are not be re-
marked. '

Thefe cafes require immediate afliftance. Tt is
neceffary to evacuate the urine, whofe prefence
~is a conftant exciting caufe of irritation. The
introduction of the inftrument requires fome ad-
drefs, particularly to avoid touching the coats of
the bladder, which at- this ume are exquifitely

X fenfible.
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Cafe of an Operation for an occult Cancer, combined with
a fehirrous Gland in the Axilla.

[By Mr. Casevave, Surgeon to the Hotel Dieu.]

ARY Jodan, a native of Fribourg, in Swit-

zerland, forty-eight years of age, of a ple-
thoric temperament and weak conftitution, received a
blow on the right breaft, which occafioned a flight
{chirrous affe&ion of the part. Her menfes were fup-
preficd fome time afterwards, and, in the {pace of fix
months, the tumour occupied the whole breait. She
was, at this time, afflited with conitant and acute pain,
which fhe compared to the pricking of a needle.
The axillary glands {welled confiderably, and became
extremely painful: at this time, the 16th of January,
fhe was admitted into the Hotel Dieu. As this pa-
tient complained of a bitter tafte in her mouth, ac-
companied with a furred tongue, fhe was ordered to
live on veal broth for fome days, and a gentle emetic
was prefcribed. After a few days had intervened, two
purgatives were ordered, which procured a copious
evacuation.

The operation was performed, in the amphitheatre,
on the 28th of July. The breaft was diffected off,
and the veflels fecured in the fame manner as in the
cafe defcribed page 86, with this difference, that the

Q 2 incifion
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incifion was begun from the hollow of the axilla.
The furgeon held one of the fides of the external an-
ole of the wound with the index-finger and the
thumb of the left hand; and, whilft the other angle
was raifed by an affiftant, he diffected cautioufly the
integuments of the axilla, till he expofed the fchirrous
oland, which was about the fize of a nut.. He de-
tached, partly with his finger and partly by diffection,
the cellular fubftance that furrounded this gland, to ex-
pofe it more clearly to view. It was fituated on the
axillary artery, and attached to it only by a fhort pedi-
cle, at the centre of which the pulfation of the artery
could be diftinétly felt. A hgature was paffed round
the bafe of this pedicle, previous to the extirpation
of the gland; without this precaution, it would have
been difficult to check any heemorrhage that might
have occurred ; for, if the veffels, diitributed to thefe
olands, had been divided near their origin, they might
have retracted on a level with the tumour of the ax-
illary artery; and, for this reafon, could not poffibly
be fecured.

In the courfe of the treatment of this cafe, no cir-
cumftance worth mentioning occurred. An iffue was
made in the left arm fometime after the wound was
cicatrized.  She was difcharged from the hofpital per-
fe@ly cured, on the gth of O¢tober, 1789, fifty-two
days after the operation. ' |

"This woman returned to the hofpital, fix months
afterwards, to have fome fungofities, that had
orown round her ifue, attended to: they were de-~
{troyed with the lapis infernalis. - From the time of

: her
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third. Symptoms of naufea came on immediately,
and were fucceeded by bilious vomitings, which con-
tinued during . night, and were more frequent
towards the morning. The matter difcharged by
the mouth was of a blackith colour, and f{melt
ftrongly of fceces; independant of this, he was af-
flicled with conftant hiccups. = His neighbours,
frightened at thefe fymptoms, had him conveyed to
the Hotel Dieu at § o’clock in the morning, *

The belly was tenfe and painful, a large tumour on
the outfide of the fpermatic cord, extended from
the abdominal ring into the fcrotum, the fkin of
which was tenfe, inflamed, {mooth, aad fhinings

There were two circumftances worthy of remark
in this tumour: inferiorly, it was unequal, denoting the
prefence of omentum; and, fuperiorly, for the fpace
of 3 or 4 inches, it was fmooth and equal, and, on
preflure, flatus could be diftinétly felt, From thefe
circumflances there was no doubt of the defcent of the
inteftine.  On this portion of the tumour he had ap-
plied his bandage with all the force he was capable ;
but, fortunately, he was put in the warm bath the mo-
ment of his admiflion. He could f{upport it only for
three-quarters of an hour, and certainly derived little
advantage from its ufe, '

The difpofition to vomit fubfided fome time after,
Mr. Default here remarks, that he had not drunk
any thing for a confiderable time. He was put to
bed, and laid in a horizontal pofture ; the head a lictle
raifed, and the thighs flightly bent on the pelvis, and
a2 pillar introduced between the hams, An enema

was
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was adminiftered, which brought away a confiderable
quantity of hard feeces from the large inteftines. A
large poultice was applied over the whole furface of
the tumour, and a decoction of dog’s tooth, fiveetened
with firup of lemon, wasordered as a drink : from his
difpofition to vomit, he was directed to take a
fpoonful at a time. The naufea during the morning
in fome degree ceafed, but the hiccups continued in
* their full frequency and force: the whole morning. In
the evening vifir, the tumour was found lefs tenfe and
painful ; there was little naufea, and the hiccups,
which for 24 hours had accompanied every expiration,
left now an interval of a minute between each.

The warm bath, the enema, and the cataplafm,
were again employed, and renewed the next day in the
morning. The tenfion of the abdomen now difap-
peared, and the tumour was fufficiently foft in the
evening to admit of reduction by a flight degree of
preflure. An enema, that was adminiftered in the
evening, brought away much bilious matter and a quan-
tity of meat half digefted, that he had eaten a licde be-
fore the accident,

The omental part of the hernia had diminithed a
little in fize, but there was ftill a {ulnefs about the
inteftine that prevented its return in the abdomen.
Poultices, continued for many days, foftened it gradu-
ally, and by degrees the reduction was effected. The
patient, who till now had no evacuations but thofe
produced by enemas, had a natural copious evacuation
the following night. The abdominal ring was confi-
derably dilated, and the flighteft motion produced a
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up with coarfe linen, and the whole fupported by two
ftrong {plints unequal in their length and about three
inches in width, and the whole covered with drap
Sfanon. \

The dreflings, as before obferved, being difpofed
on the bed, were placed on the limb; they were wet
with the aq. veg, and applied in the following manner :
whillt the exteniion was kept up by affiftants, the two
circular comprefies were made to crofs each other
- forwards, one on the knee and the other on the infe-
rior part of the thigh, The bandage was then applied
from the fuperior part of the leg to the upper
part of the thigh: the fides were then filled up as
before with foft linen. The {plints were then applied,
one on the infide, and the other externally, in fuch a -
manner, that the preflure thould be equal at all points.
The edges of the drap fanon were then brought o-
ver the limb, and properly fecured by means of tapes;
care was taken to tighten them fufficiently near the
fraCtured parts, and to tie the knots on the outfide of
the {plints, to prevent the inconvenience of preflure.
The {plints defcended fufficiently low to be on a level
with the fole of the foor, but the oufide {plint was -
confiderably longer and reached as high as the chrii-
ta of the ilium, whilt the internal one extended on-
ly to the fuperior part of the thigh. The upper end

two-thirds in its width by the fucceeding one, forming a kind of
roller, which is applied exattly to the part, covering it throughout
its whole extent, The degree of compreflion can be varied at will,
and can be tightened or loofened, like the eighteenstail bandage,
without moving the fracture.

of






( 229 )

remarkably mild; it was only neceffary to regulate
his diet, and to keep the parts moift with the aq. veg.
The day after, the fame plan was obferved ; but, on
the 4th day, the loofenefs of the bandage, from the
diminution of the fwelling, rendered its re-application

- neceflary.  Suppuration began to take place in the
wound : it was drefled in the fame way as on the firft

day, and the dreffings were re-applied with the fame
precautions.

The wound was dreffed every two days till the fix-
teenth, when it was cicatrized. After, the dreflings
were not renewed but when they were loofe. The
parts were kept conftantly moift with the aq. veg. and
care was taken that the bandages, which procured the
extenfion, were kept always tight.

The bandages, &c. were not totally left off tll the
feventy-fifth day, though the callus was fufficiently
firm fometime before that period: all the fragments
were united without deformity, and the thigh, within
a few lines, was as long as the one on the oppofite
fide ; but the foft parts, round the articulation, were
confiderably thickened, and the patella feemed to
form one piece with the femur,

- Notwithftanding this, the motion of the limb was
foon reftored, by bending and extending alternately
the leg or the thigh, by means of a cufhion, which,
one day, was placed under the ham, and, the next day,
under the leg ; and by moving the patella, by means
of the fingers, in every poffible diretion. The pa-
tent was foon capable of exercifing it himfelf, and
was able to walk with the affiftance of crutches. The
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her before,) and put in a hackney-coach, and con-
veyed to the Hétel Dieu.
- She experienced the moft exquifite pain: there was

" a confiderable fwelling of the thigh, which was fhorter

by 4 inches: the end of the lower fragment of the
bone formed a projection at the internal and lower part
of the thigh, and, above the upper fragment of the bone,
there was a hollownefs obferved, which defcended for-
wards as low -as the articulation. The lower part of
the thigh was diftorted in fuch a manner, that the
external condyle was pufhed backwards; and the pa-
tella as well as the extremity was turned outwards. 'The
eondyles admitted of motion in contrary directions, and

were accompanied with crepitus, as in the laft cafe.

The mode of reduction was the fame as in the prece-
ding cafe, excepting that it was neceffary to turn the
knee and the point of the foot inwards. ‘The manner
of retention was precifely the fame, and the pain fcon
fubfided after the application of the dreflings. As
this woman, in confequence of her age, and a pre-

vious indifpofition, was weak and infirm, the obfer-

vance of a ftri¢t diet was deemed unneceflary. To-
wards the evening the pain in her thigh had ceafed
entirely, but at night fhe was much inconvenienced
by the bandage that was pafled round her breaft, in
confequence of a cough and afthma with which fhe
had been affliCted many years. This means of exten-
fion, for this reafon, was relinquifhed, and another
was employed that did not bear the leaft on the breaft.
It was effected by the ufe of a long inflexible fplint,
extending from the chrifla of the ilium to 4 inches

below












