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APPENDIX A—continued.

Report of the Medical Officer for the Year ended 31st December, 1939,

Incidence of and Mortality from Tuberculosis.

At the end of 1939 there were 8,009 cases of tuberculosis on the Registers of the Medical
Officers of Health of the various districts in the area of the Joint Board. Of these, 5,554 were
suffering from pulmonary disease, and 2,455 were suffering from other forms of tuberculosis. Com-
pared with 1938 these figures show a decrease in pulmonary cases of 231, and an increase of 53 in
other forms of tuberculosis.

Every notified case of tuberculosis is registered by the Medical Officer of Health of the area
in which the patient lives and the name can only be removed from the Register in the case of ;:—

(1) Recovery from disease—that is, in pulmonary cases when there have been no signs or
symptoms for 5 years and in other forms of tuberculosis for 3 years.

(2) Death,
(3) Removal from the district.

The names of patients who come under the care of the Tuberculosis Officers are placed on
the Tuberculosis Dispensary Registers, and these are only removed under conditions similar to
those outlined above.

The details of cases on the Registers of the Medical Officers of Health are as follows :—

ToTal PursMoNary Nox-PuLMoNARY
Cases Mavres Femares ToraL Mares FremarLes Torar

8,009 2,920 2,634 5,554 1,301 1,154 2,455

In 1939, 509 persons died of pulmonary tuberculosis, the same number as in 1938, The death
rate per 1,000 of the population is (.52, compared with a rate for the previous year of 0.53. There
were 89 deaths from other forms of tuberculosis, yielding a death rate of 0.09, whilst in 1938, 121
deaths occurred.  On comparing the number of known cases of tuberculosis with the number of
deaths that took place during the wear, it was found that the propertion of deaths to cases was
I to 13.

In Table 1, new cases and deaths, classified according to age and sex, areshown. In previons
years | have drawn attention to the mortality from pulmonary tuberculosis in young girls aged
15 to 25. It has long been recognised that girls of this age group are more prone to develop a
fatal type of tuberculosis than other age or sex groups. Of recent years it has been noted, hnwum,
that the number of deaths in this pa.rtu:u]ar age group has been declining, though not at the same
rate as the other age groups. This year’s figures again shew a decline. It is hoped that with m
facilities made available in the Joint Board's Area for the diagnosis and treatment of tuberculosis,
and with the added co-operation of the patient—which is essential if we are to treat the disease
in a sufficiently early stage to promise eventual arrest—that this particular age group will tend
grow less and less. The maximum mortality amongst men is reached by the age group 3540,
which shows a slight increase on last year's figures. )
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APPENDIX A—continued.

It will be noted that the rate for the pulmonary disease for 1939 is lower than that of 1938
and is actually the lowest figure recorded in the area of the Board. Some fluctuation is bound to
take place from year to year, but it will be observed that the figures of recent vears are considerably
lower than those of the earliest years for which records exist.

This Table also shows that the Urban Areas still have a higher death rate from phthisis than
the Rural, which is, of course, to be expected. The death rates from non-pulmonary disease do
not show the same contrast between the Urban and Rural areas, although there has been a very
satisfactory drop since the early years, as the result of the operation of the general Public Health
Acts.

TasLE 3.
Showing Death Rates for the Administrative County of Stafford, County Boroughs of Wolverhampton
and Dudley, and the Joint Board Area as a whole.

! T Staffs., Wolver-
Staffordshire Walverhampton | Dudley County | hampton and
County Borough i Borough | Dudley
Death Rate per 1,000 of the Population  |[Death Rateper 1,000 [Death Rateper] 000 | Death Rateper 1,000
Year of the Population | of the Population i_u_l the Fopulation
Phthists Othér forms of | Other Other Other
I i _ Tuberculosis | Phthisis | forms of | Phthisis | forms of | Phthisis | forms of
' Tuber- | “Tuber- | Tuber-
Urban Riiral Urban Rural | euloeis : enlosis | culosis
' | ' |
| 2 [
1914 .. 08 | 054 | 031 | 020 | 1,16 | 035 | 079 | 0.33 g% ﬁﬁ
1915 .. 094 | 067 | 034 | 029 | 1.22 | 048 | 1.06 | 039 | S & | 5§ &
1916 .. 101 | 080 | 040 [ 029 | 1.18 | 028 | 098 038 | § 2 5=
1917 .. 101 | 074 | 034 | 031 | 110 | 026 | 128 | 027 [ g ® | G 8
1918 ,. 103 | 088 | 031 | 028 | 126 | 021 | 137 | 036 | B 5 . ag
1919 .. 083 061 022| 030 | 114 | 017 | 089 | 018 | P | &
1920 .. 075 | 056 030 | 021 | 089 | 017 | 069 0.2 a a
1921 ... 080 | 053 023 ]| 021! 077 | 015 | 080 | 0.15
1922 .. (.80 (.55 0.24 0.17 0.68 | (.20 | 1.05 (.10 0.74 | 0.21
1923 .. 0.75 | 058 | 025 | 022 | 073 | 018 | 074 | 0.13 | 070 | 022
1924 .. 073 058 022 | 020 | 080 | 0.4 | 087 | 013 | 071 | 0.20
1925 .. 0.83 | 049 022 | 0.4 | 001 | 015 063 022 | 075 019
1926 .. 074 050 | o022 | 011 | o987 | 011 | 073 | 008 | 072 | 017
1927 .. 0.73 0,44 0.21 0.22 0.71 0.12 | 089 | 0.11 | 0D.87 0.19
1928 .. 064 048 | 0.14 | 013 | 058 | 021 | 081 | 0.10 | 060 0,14
1929 .. 076 | 054 | 0I5 | 012 | 0.9 | 1012 | @71 | OEE | 071NN
1930 .. 072 | 055 | 015 | 0.13 | 072 | 017 | 050 | 008 | o065 | 0l
1931 .| 078 | 052 | 017 | 013 | 0.76 | 0.15 | 105 | 0.11 | 0.73 | 0.I5
1932 .| 0.64 | 042 | 0.16 | 0.14 | 0.69 | 0.16 | 097 | 0.5 062 | 0.16
1933 .. 072 0.50 014 | 0.08 | 074 | 008 | 1.01 | 010 | 068 | 0.1
1834 .1 067 | 043 | 011 016 | 080 | 009 | 076 | 0.11 0.65 | 0,12
1935 .. 067 | 035 013 | 008 | 066 | 010 | 073 | 0.0 | 061 | 0.1
1936 .. 0.58 | 0.34 .11 008 | 0.71 0.08 067 | 010 0 053 | 0.10
1987 .. 060 | 041 | 013 | 011 | 069 014 | 079 | 005 | 050 | 0.12
1988 .., 056 | 020 | 033 | 041 | 087 | 011 | 065 | 019 | 053 | 0.13
1939 ..| 052 | 035 009 | 011 | 059 @ 005 | 090 | 010 | 052 | 009
| 5 5 i e

e e i
















APPENDIX A—continued.

Table 7, showing the bedroom accommodation of patients, has been drawn up from the
reports made by the Health Visitors. In only 42.1 per cent. of cases was it possible to secure a
~ separate bedroom for each patient. Out of 2,444 cases investigated as to domiciliary conditions,
only 53.7 per cent. of patients were able to have a bed to themselves ; 41.5 per cent. shared a bed
with one other person, and in 4.8 per cent, cases a bed was shared with more than one person.
Although the figures just quoted are still lamentably low, there has been a slow improvement in
housing conditions during the last twelve years, for in 1928 only 25.1 per cent. patients had
~ separate bedrooms, whilst in 1939 the figure was 42.1. 1 am glad to note this fact, for at one time
the figures appeared to be stationary and, but for the tact and initiative of the Health Visitor in
'pmadmg householders to give up their spare living room as a bedroom for the patient, or other-
wise re-arrange the accommodation in the house, | have no doubt that there would be an even
smaller proportion of patients with separate bedrooms. This question of housing is bound up with
all public health activities and the practice of preventive medicine, and with the amount of work
that is undertaken by Local Authorities in housing.

TaBLE 7.

Bedroom Accommodation of Dispensary Patients.

Total Separate beds but Rooms
Cases | Having separate Shared with Beds shared with Shelters in
exciud- bedrooms use December
ing One More than ane One More than one | Jlst, 19389
Shelters
| |
Per Per Per Per | Per
No. | Cent.| No. Cent.| No. | Cent. | No. | Cent.| No, | Cent.
2444 (1,030 | 421 116 | 4.8 167 6.8 1,015 41.5 116 | 4.8 6l

Observation Cases.—As in former years, the Tuberculosis Officers sent difficult cases to the
residential institutions for observation when the diagnosis could not be determined at the dispensaries.
In this way 43 cases were dealt with in 1939, of which 24 proved to be suffering from tuberculosis,
14 non-tuberculous, whilst 1 remained undiagnosed at the end of the year, and 4 left the institutions
before a diagnosis could be made.

X-Ray Examinations.—The installations provided by the Joint Board have been used to an
increasing extent. This is probably accounted for by the large increase in the number of refills

-given during the year. Serial X-Ray examinations, both by screening and the taking of skiagrams,
are essential to ensure the best results from pneumothorax treatment.

The following table shows the number of skiagrams and screenings made during the year in

each area . —

Skiagrams =
Screen Examinations

Wolverhampton. Dudley.
1722 932
629 510
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Stafford.  Newcasile,
280 261
121 594









APPENDIX A—continued.

i

Home Visits and Consultations by Tuberculosis Officers.—533 cansultations with the family
doctor took place at the homes of patients or elsewhere, and 3,500 at the dispensaries, in connection
with the diagnosis of difficult cases or the treatment of others. 1,511 home visits, including personal
consultations, were paid by the Tuberculosis Officers.

Home Nursing.—The arrangements made previously continued during the year. Home
nursing of cases recommended by the Tuberculosis Officers is undertaken by local Nursing Asso-
ciations, at a charge of 50s. per case per annum. During the year, 85 patients received home nursing,
of whom G4 were new cases,

Extra Nourishment.—In 1939, 48 cases received extra nourishment at a cost of £158. Such
cases are recommended by the Tuberculosis Officer after investigation of the physical and financial
conditions of the patient, and the recommendation of the Ministry of Health, in their Circular of
March, 1927, is always borne in mind, i.e., food should be supplied only to patients who are likely
to benefit materially thereby, The Ministry suggested that the classes of patients likely to benefit
from the provision of extra nourishment were the following :—

(@) Patients who have received an adequate course of sanatorium treatment, and whose
medical condition is such that with the grant of extra nourishment they may be ex-
pected to maintain or recover full working capacity ; and

(h) Patients in whose cases ultimate arrest of the disease may be reasonably anticipated
antd who are waiting for admission to sanatorium.

It will thus be seen that extra nourishment is to be regarded as an ancillary to sanatorium
treatment rather than a substitute for it.

Supply and Supervision of Shelters.—There are 60 shelters in use in the three areas of the
Board, thus:—

Northerm .. E =5 ok . 18
Central - i e o b Ll
Sonthern .. el i oy Ry

The new type of shelter, of which twelve have been provided by the Joint Board to replace
dilapidated old ones, continues to give satisfactory service, These shelters are higger and more
suited to the needs of domiciliary cases than the old variety, and thus it is hoped patients will be
encouraged to use them all the year round instead of only in the summer. Except in the South,
where the erection, repair and dismantling of the shelters is undertaken from Prestwood Sanatorium,
this work is performed by the District Councils, who through their Officers render us much assistance

m this way. In addition, the Inspectors of Health Visitors visit and report periodically on the
use of the shelters, .
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APPENDIX A—continued,

GENERAL REMARKS '—

" Owing to the war, the normal year's work has been considerably interfered with. On the
outbreak of hostilities the whole Sanatorium, with the exception of a few cases, was evacunated,
and preparation made for the reception of Civilian Casualties. This necessitated some alterations
which were carried out on the Ministry's advice. A large quantity of medical and surgical stores,
hospital equipment etc., has also been received here and stored. The blacking-out of the Institution
~ was a difficult and a long job.  As time went on and it was realised that these hospital beds for
casualties would not be immediately required, permission was given for the Sanatorium to revert
. temporarily to tis original use, and from that time tuberculous cases were re-admitted. It may
be noted that nearly every case re-admitted showed considerable deterioration.

** Of necessity, when evacuation took place, such things as the Occupational Therapy Scheme
which had been so successful had to be abandoned, and on account of the uncertainty of future
~developments the Committee considered it wise not to risk spending any more money on construc-
tion work in connection with it at present. However, such things as gardening and other light
‘occupations have been resumed, and many of the patients have kept up scarf-making, knitting, etc.

; ‘* It has unfortunately also been found impossible to proceed with the erection of the new
Recreation Block which is so very badly needed, but an attempt is being made to make part of the
“old hut more habitable so that it may serve for the time being.

** The work done by the various Consultants continues to be very helpful.

" Continual use is also made of the facilities provided by the County Laboratory, and the
assistance given in pathological examinations is of the greatest value.

** During the year five nurses have gained the certificate of the Tuberculosis Association.”

Groundslow Sanatorium.—It is anticipated that the extensions at Groundslow Sanatorium,
noted in my Report for 1937, will shortly be finished. When the additional beds provided by these
extensions are made available, it is hoped that no case requiring active treatment will have to wait
a long time before admission to the Sanatorium.

With regard to the work carried out at Groundslow Sanatorium during the year, Dr. Parkinson,
who acts as Medical Superintendent as well as Tuberculosis Officer in the Central Area, has supplied
me with the following report :—

No. of patients admitted .. i i =5 a a .. 137
No. of patients discharged e Ak A o 4 .. 164
No. of patients died e ox,
No. of patients admitted for ubﬁewatmn and dmgnnsﬁd tubercula:r e 3

No. of patients admitted for observation and diagnosed non-tubercular *6
* Two of these remained undiagnosed as they were evacuated before a diagnosts could be made.
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APPENDIX A—continued.

X-Ray ExaMINATIONS '—
Number of Skiagrams 23 5 i ¥ o i .. 133

PatHoLocicar WoRrk :—

GENERAL REMARKS (— '

** Owing to the war, the number of patients willing to come for treatment has been somewhat
reduced, but recently an improvement has been noticed. The cases have been on the whole fairly
advanced, and many are obviously those who could not be properly looked after at home. Those
earlier cases for whom much more can be done in the way of treatment have all done well.

“‘ Patients are conveyed as before to Prestwood for X-ray.

** The Dentist who visits Prestwood also visits this Sanatorium. Much has been done to in-
crease the patients’ comfort, and credit is due to the Staff for organising recreation, games, etc.,
which does so much to relieve the monotony of Sanatorium life."

Himley Sanatorium.—No change has taken place in policy at Himley Sanatorium, to which
children are sent suffering from pulmonary disease, as well as glandular and abdominal tuberculosis.

I give below some details as to the patients admitted and discharged during the year, supplied
by Dr. Stevenson, who acts as Medical Superintendent. It will be noted that of the 27 pulmonary
cases admitted during the year, 10 were observation and 12 were placed in the class T.B.—. Many
of the T.B.— cases were delicate or debilitated children suffering from old non-active disease of
the lungs, and it is anticipated that when the County Council have completed the Open-Air School
they are providing, the majority of this class of case from the County Elementary Education Area
will prove suitable for admission there rather than to Himley.

The following is Dr. Stevenson's report \—

No. of patients admitted .. ¥ - i i i .. 43
No. of patients discharged i 3 u i s .. 48
No. of patients died 5 o 4

No. of patients admitted for observation and diagnosed tubercular .. 3
No. of patients admitted for observation and diagnosed non-tubercular 6
* No. of patients admitted for observation and remaining undiagnosed

December 31st e =it o mCh i £ e 1
CLASSIFICATION OF PATIENTS ON ADMISSION :—

J Observation s = e e 0 i ol

T.B.— .. ) s X W 'y o -+ s L

T.B.+ Group 1 * 2

EE ] s 2 2

Non-Pulmonary .. Qs o 'y i 5 i .0 18

Total: .. - .. 43
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APPENDIX A.—continued.

TaBLE 9.
Children Treated at Himley Sanatorium, 1st July, 1938, to 30th June, 1939.
- — | Ao AL Emrﬂ%mm after %-
3 53 <
GJ:E:F On admission | On discharge | After 6 months 3 g g ' é g E ; gﬁ
| | 5| B | = | 2| B |§32|4d8
| st. 1. oz | St. Ib. oz | St. Ib. oz
e == . — — = e e g e S
e 350|455 (4410 (13|4|1(2/|1|2|3
| |
w0—13. [ 4 80 | 552 15 85| 2ha | i P4
| | l
| | e | =
48 e b L 0|8 |2 |35 2|8
Ccases |
|

-'Cumplute records of weight not available in these cases.

Treatment and Training.—As in previous years, the Joint Board have been responsible for
the concurrent treatment and training of patients at various centres. Eight cases continued their
training courses from the previous year and 5 of them were discharged during 1939. Of the latter,
three were placed in employment by the Training College, one started his own boot business ; the
remaining Trainee was dismissed on disciplinary grounds. The other three patients continued
their training. Three new cases were sent for training during the year, but only one has continued.
One of the cases proved unsuitable for training and the other left at his own request. Thus at the
end of 1939, four patients remained under training.

Institutional Treatment.—As mentioned previously, the usual tables giving details of the
work of the residential institutions have been suspended owing to war time.

Surgical Appliances. —148 special surgical appliances were provided by the Joint Board for
69 patients who were treated at the Royal Cripples' Hospital, Birmingham. These were :—Special
Boots, 41 ; Supports, 24 ; Calipers, 10 ; Phelps Soles, 10 ; Spicas, 11 ; Crutches, 5 ; Straps, 9 ; Pattens,
17 Plasters, 7 ; Irons, 2; various small appliances, 12. In addition, the Joint Board paid for

repairs or alterations to 74 surgical appliances, boots, etc., for 45 patients, and for the cost of 97
X-Ray Films taken in respect of 50 cases,

Treatment at Residential Institutions of Ex-Service Men.—As in former vears, the policy of
offering preferential treatment to Ex-Service men suffering from tuberculosis, recognised by the
Ministry of Pensions as being attributable to, or aggravated by, war service, has been continued.
During the year, 7 cases were treated at Prestwood Sanatorium, compared with 11 last year.
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APPENDIX A—continued.

Number of visits to Institutions (—

Groundslow .. % o e e -
Himley - & ol A A .. 44
Edge View .. r M b i s 13
Standon o . A - o =y

Total o .o 155

* The arrangements for the dental treatment of patients for the Joint Board, outlined in pre-
vious Annual Reports, continued until September, The state of National Emergency then necessi-
tated the evacuation of certain Sanatoria.  As the scheme embraces patients attending the
Dispensaries, it was possible to continue the dental treatment of patients thus evacuated at the
Dispensaries, until the re-opening of the Sanatoria towards the end of the year enabled a resumption
of the normal method,

*“The Dental Officers in charge of the work at Groundslow and Prestwood Sanatoria were
called for service with the Army Dental Corps early in the war and some re-arrangement was
necessitated to take over their duties.

" In addition to the operations summarised in the preceding Table, 18 administrations of a
general anmsthetic have to be recorded, for dental operations, at Standon. The administrations
(of nitrous-oxide gas and oxygen) were given by the Resident Medical Officer.

" The Dispensary patients attended at the dental clinics at Stafford, Lichfield, Biddulph,
Brierley Hill, Leek and Tamworth, and at the Dispensaries at Dudley, Cannock, Wednesbury,
Wolverhampton, Newcastle, Biddulph, Cheadle, and at temporary clinics at Pelsall and Brownhills,

" Among the adults seen were patients already wearing artifical teeth and 29 of these
required repairs to render them efficient.  In addition, 96 new dentures were supplied during
the year, the After-Care Committees making grants in deserving cases to meet the expense of
providing same. The average number of visits per patient treated was 3.8, indicating that the
conditions treated were less serious than in preceding years when the figure was 4.0, It is not
possible, nor advisable, to carry out extensive operations at one visit for patients with tuberculosis.

" The fillings comprised 1 amalgam, 117 amalgam and cement, and 17 cement. The records
kept of the operative measures undertaken reveal that 2684 operations were completed during
the year. Of the 457 patients inspected, 118 were found to require no further dental treatment,
18 desired to be attended by their own dentists, and 321 were treated under the Board's Scheme.""
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APPENDIX B—continued.
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APPENDIX B—continued.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT SUPERANNUATION
Revenue Account

EXPENDITURE.
£ s d

Superannuation Allowances : i i i 2. 150 4 2 |}
Contributions refunded (including mbemst] o e s ol 11211 6
Income Tax on Contributions refunded .. i s i o i ot 8 410
Transfer Values o - - . ) b . o A 1,161 18 7 1§

1,432 19 1
Balance, being excess of Income over Expenditure for the year .. 1486 2 5

£2019 1 6

Surplus Income Account for the

EXPENDITURE. i
£ 8 d

Balinge; S1it. MArot: - APED 1 —eaiasiet e T a,uasm?i

£8,088 16 7

Investment of Surplus Income Account

EXPENDITURE.
£wod £ 5 A
Staffordshire, Wolverhampton and Dudley Joint Board for Tuberculosis ;:—
Prestwood Sanatorium, 339, mortgage i = i . 2,175 0 ©
Groundslow Sanatorium, 349, do. e i i .. 8530 0 O
—_— L7005 0 ©
Balance, 31st March, 1939. . » N - - v = .. 5431 0 3
; £9,136 0 3
Balance Sheet
LIABILITIES.
£ oL £ s
Sundry Creditors .. e : 2920 52 %
Reserve for Contingent Lmlnhhr fur Retum of ﬂunh:buhnns 6 2 U
Surplus Income Account:—
Invested .. - 5 7 by - Ly .. B6B0 5 3
Less unlnvcsted—merdra\m s o i A e e 571 8 8 8088 16 7




APPENDIX B—continued.
ACTS, 1937 and 1939 SUPERANNUATION FUND.
Year ended 31st March, 1940.

INCOME.

£ = d
Contributions of Officers and Staff = 838 4 0
Equivalent Contributions by Joint Board 838 4 0
Equal Annual Charge > 567 0 0
Transfer Values and Inbereat therenn 428 5 4
Interest on Investments : 239 4 1
Bank Interest e F oD
Statfordshire, Wulmhnmntnn and Duﬂ]er Joint Board for Tubercu-
losis, General Account, additional allowances (see page 37) F - B
£2919 1 &
Year ended 31st March, 1940.
INCOME.
£ s d
Transfer from Revenue Account .. 1486 2 5
Balance, 31st March, 1939. . 6602 14 2
£8,088 16 7
for the Year ended 31st March, 1940.
INCOME.
£ 5 d.
Principal Repaid ; 475 15 0
Balance, 31st March, IHIJ 8660 5 3
£0.136 0 3
at 31st March, 1940.
ASSETS.
Investments :— s 18 £ = d
Staffordshire, Wolverhampton and Dudley Joint Board for Tuber-
culosis ;—
&.und:y Murgiages at 3% 7
349, 5
do 34% 7
do. 349, 8
8660 5 3
Sundry Debtors 343 1 /0
Cash .. 11 15 5
£9015 1 8
7 . A, WOOD,
Bl Treasurer,



APPENDIX B—continued.
PRESTWOOD SANATORIUM
'l'radlnz and Profit and Loss Accounts

No. of
Pigs. Pigs. Carpentry. Total.
£ 5 4 8 s d £ s d
To Stock on hand at 1st April, 1839 :—
Livestock .. By " N o 10 25 0 0 . 25 0 0
Timber 0% : o 5 — 82 19 2 82 19 2
Fittings, Nails, Screws &::. = & —_ 14 10 7 1410 7
Tools 3 o A - o — 219 B 219 B8
»» Purchases :—
Provender .. o . s - 115 6 — 6
Timber .. — 34 4 1 13
Fittings, Nails, "'ircrews &L'. - 3918 0 0
Tools — 1 0 95 9
» Wages .. 1 3.0 34 6 3 3
+» Repairs and 'Ramawal! 21 6 5 0 6
s Depreciation 115 & — 3
, Gross Profit ¢/d 37 9 43 B 2 1
10 £35 3 0 £27311 8 £308 14
» Travelling Expenses o
" Postages, Stationery, &oc. .. i
. Net Profit carried to Appmprmhnn Aueuunt s
Invested. Uninvested.
£ & d 8 Al
To Expenditure under paragraph 3 (d) of Scheme Rules :—
Cigarettes .. » by i i 419 6
, Balance in hand, Slst March, 1040 .. .. .. .. .. 31518 6 245 1@

£31516 9 £250 1 0

ft
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