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cent. I hope it will be found possible to augment
this proportion, as well for the protective influence
as for the scientific interest of their examinations.

In only two instances was there a bed-sore at death,
and in only one of the 22 men and 76 women at present
in bed does this complication exist. This is creditable
to the Nursing Stafl on both sides, as is also to those
on the Female side the fact that some eight or a dozen
of the women under treatment in bed are daily,
weather permitting, carried with their bedding to
and from a first-floor dormitory so as to get their
treatment in the open air. That the number of women
in bed so far out-number the men seems to be due
to the fact that rest in bed for the treatment of mental
symptoms seems much more required, or at any
rate employed, on the Female than on the Male side,
It is a mode of treatment which, within the proper
limits practised here, is to be commended, especially
if it can be carried out in the open air. For this
reason I trust that consideration will be given to the
provision—perhaps first for the women—of a verandah
on each side, for which an excellent site exists; its
utility would be enhanced were some not very extensive
structural alterations made to the corridor dormitory
and single-rooms used by Patients from Ward 6, so
as to enable this space to be used for nursing purposes.

There are certain other deficiencies in facilities for
giving treatment in accordance with the demands of
modern medieine which, though not unnatural in an
Institution erected as long ago as 1859, and probably
well known to the Committee, I feel I ought to mention,




19

in order that they may be kept in mind and made
good as opportunity offers. Foremost, in the ahsence
of any Laboratory, if a suitable room could be found, its
equipment need not be very costly, and, with the help
of a Technical Assistant, the work could with advantage
be carried out by the part-time services of a Pathologist ;
its special need is a relation to clinical work and
the thorough and up-to-date physical examination
of the Patients. In this latter relation, a Medical
Officer’s “ Clinical Room "—a desideratum in every
Ward—is much needed at the Infirmary and Admission
Wards; and such provision would be worth the
sacrifice, if practicable, of some nurses’ and single
rooms. There is no special means of conveniently
giving * continuous baths” and other forms of
hydrotherapy. There is an excellent Dental Room,
but no Operating Room, and the supply of surgical
instruments is meagre : whenever these are obtained,
a proper cupbhoard for them should be provided, as
well as some modern-type surgical dressing trolleys
for the Infirmaries— for, besides their utility, they
have an educational value in the adequate training
of the Nursing Staff. For the many Patients in bed,
I am sure that the provision of a few more bed-tables
of the present pattern and a supply of small ones
would be a real boon.

Commendable efforts, and with considerable success,
are made to induce Patients to use tooth-brushes, and
I noticed that in many ways questions of sanitation
for the promotion of general health are receiving much
| attention. There have been two sporadic cases of
typhoid fever on the Female side—none since August
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