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INTRODUCTION

The Wellcome/CRC Institute of Cancer and
Developmental Bioclogy was formally opened by
the Chancellor, the Duke of Edinburgh, on 13th
June 1991. He was accompanied by Mr. R.G.
Gibbs, Chairman of Wellcome Trustees, Lady
Elizabeth Cavendish, Chairman of Council of the
Cancer Research Campaign, and Lord Adrian,
representing the Vice Chancellor. The Duke of
Edinburgh and senior representatives from the
Wellcome Trust and the Cancer Research Cam-
paign were shown around the building and saw
examples of the work being carried out by the




eleven research groups at present in the Institute.
In July, we marked our opening with a 1'/2 day
scientific meeting, at which 9 distinguished senior
scientists from various parts of the world lectured
in the areas of cell and cancer biology, to a large
audience in the Babbage Theatre. The move into
the new premises took place during February,
1991, and most of the research groups were fully
functional soon after that.

The Institute represents a new type of research
support within British Universities. lts key features
are that it is an assemblage of independent
research groups with closely complementary
interests; all research groups are located in one
building designed to promote as much interaction
as possible. The building, located on land owned
by the University, was funded by two charities, the
Wellcome Trust (WT) and the Cancer Research
Campaign (CRC), who also provide most of the
continuing support for the research groups in the
ratio of 2:1 (WT:CRC). The University maintains
the building and administers the Institute, whose
members are also affiliated to various University
Departments to which they contribute teaching.
These Departmental affiliations are worked out in
the most appropriate way according to members’
research interests.

The Institute was founded to promote research in
the areas of Developmental Biology (WT) and
Cancer Biology (CRC). These two areas of bio-
logy are complementary since developmental




biclogy is concerned with how cells come to
acquire and maintain their normal function; can-
cer is a result of a cell breaking loose from its
correct controls and becoming abnormal. Both
areas require a detailed knowledge of intracell-
ular processes, which need to be analyzed at the
cellular and molecular levels. These research
areas are complementary at the scientific and
technical levels. To understand what goes wrong
when a cell becomes cancerous requires a know-
ledge of the processes which ensure correct cell
function in normal development. And at the tech-
nical level, the analysis of cellular and molecular
processes requires familiarity with technigues
which no one person can master, such as gene
cloning, antibody preparation, cell culture, and
embryological manipulation. There is, therefore, a
major benefit in having scientists with different but
complementary knowledge and technical skills
working in close proximity to each other.

This is a brief background to the formation of this
Institute. We will have space for new members in
the forthcoming years, since we are now at only
two thirds of our full capacity. We will in future
wish to concentrate our activities in the areas of
vertebrate development and cancer biology. Our
primary aim is to provide an excellent scientific
environment for the best younger independent
scientists within the areas of our interest.

J.B. GURDON
CHAIRMAN



INSTITUTE FACILITIES

The Institute benefits from its position within the central
science area of the University, allowing easy contact with
biology departments,

Internal seminars are now a regular teature and sponsor-
ship enables us to invite both national and internationail
speakers to attend open meetings. The Institute has two
seminar rooms and also a meeting room; not only does
this latter room permit somewhat more formal con-
ferences, but it also houses our growing collection of
journals.

In addition to the equipment of individual groups, the
Institute possesses core equipment facilities. These
include, in central rooms on each floor, ultracentrifuges,
-70°C storage, gel drying, incubator space etfc. All are
easily accessible from the laboratories.

Self service histology laboratory, a photography suite
with black-and-white/colour processing and slide-
making facilities, and light or fluorescent microscopy
rooms are also available. Darkrooms house X-ray film
processing, UV gel photography and confocal micro-
scopes.

The Institute has a growing computer network comprising
mostly Macintosh PCs. Additional facilities are currently
being planned to enable, for example, on-line ordering,
grant management and further fax facilities.

Support services include laboratory administration,
secretaries, accounts, equipment and computer mainten-
ance, stores and, in the future, a new building to handle




site deliveries and further solvent, gas and refuse
storage.

The Institute staff, scientific and technical, are keen to see
the continued provision of new technologies and efficient
working practices which support first class research. To
this end a lively, democratic atmosphere has been culti-
vated within which the members of the Institute contribute
to policy matters at all levels.

AND THE SOCIAL SIDE ...

Interaction, scientific and social, has a high priority in the
Institute. Although the laboratories are close to each
other, many of them interconnecting with access routes to
other rooms and areas of the building, it is an advantage
to have a central area in which to meet. This is provided
by a light and spacious coffee room, which is both a
social and a scientific point of contact at morning coffee,
lunch and afterncon tea, all vitally important to the British
way of life! It also provides an ideal venue for out-of-
hours social gatherings and doubles as a large seminar
room.

As most staff are also associated with individual depart-
ments of the University they can participate in both work-
related and social events organised by the department to
which they are affiliated.

The Institute has recently fielded o football squad,
successfully competing in its first two friendly matches,
and table tennis and squash tournaments are planned.
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MRC Project Grant Holder
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