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‘man’s earliest chronicle
was his footprint; it tolo
of his coming, his going,
and of his doings.”

SIR HENRY SOLOMON WELLCOME (1853-1936),
PHARMACIST, ENTREPRENEUR, PHILANTHROPIST
AND COLLECTOR.
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Introduction

Looking back on 2006, i is clear that hare at the Welicome
Library we have been on a journey. Physically, of course, the
collactions have been re-sorted, cleanad and moved to new
stores or selected for exhibition in Wellcome Collection, and
preparations for moving staff offices and equipment gatherad
pace as the year went on {See page 26). Thousands of onling
catalogue records have been amendead to match the varous
new physical locations.

The new Library spaces are far better for researchers to

wiork in: open and ainy, with more study spaces. And perhaps
mast importantly, more of the collections, such as 150 000
monographs, ara accessible on the open shetves for browsing
and use. Mew viewing facilities and eguipment will make it far
easier for researchers to view and use our film and audio
collections, and there are now viewing and reading rooms

for rare materials,

The Library was on a journay 100 in terms of focus and
organisational ambition. It has becorme increasingly clear that
managament of bom digital content 15 Becoming a mamnsiream
activity. Thig is shown in cur collection of medical websites and
the development of the Henry Welicome archive in web-based
form for an online audience (see pages 22-23, 27). Roles that
had previoushy supported the physical defivery of print materials
began 1o be turned towards the support of 24/T delivery of
digital content. Some of these changes are reflected in the
staff list, and the new job titles there, as well as in the changes
o the organisational structure (page 31).

With our outreach work, we continue {0 consider ways 10 reach
a wider public audience who would not nomalty think of using
a research librany such as ours (pages 20-21).

Tha Welicome Library is one that regularty receives research
materiaks from the community of researchers as well as through
a programme of acquisitions from auctions, booksellers and
dealers. Such acquisitions mcluded a rediscovered portrait of
Dorsat farmer Bengamin Jesty, who has a claim to be the first
person to vaccinate against smallpox (pages 6-7). The types
of material we work on continue 10 be incredibly varied, ranging

2 | Widcome Liprany Annunl Review 2006 Introduction

WELLCOME LIBRARY
FACTS AND FIGURES

» 104 languapes and 277 couniries are represented
in the collections.

* There are 250 000 prints and drawings, including
warks by Michalangelo, Van Gogh, Goya, Gillray,
Hogarth and Hiroshige.

» The oldest printed book in the Wellcome: Library
iz a 1467 version of Rabanus Maurus's De serrnonum.
proprigtate, sve, Opus de unfverso, [

* Linusual materals used include water buffalo rib bone,
barmboo, ik, gold, siver, palm leaf and hurman skin.

from patents (pages 16-17) to Arabic manuscripts (pages
10=12). And our readers continued to use the collections

in vanous ways — see Wendy Moore's account of her theory
of renowned surgeon John Hunter's self-experimentation
(pages 13-15). She drew on the Library's collections whils
resgarching her acclaimed biography of Hunter,

Throughout 2006, Library staff have continued to acquira,
catalogue, document, advise, lecture, write and make it
possible for readars from all over the world to pursue a myriad
of research endeavours and commerncial enterprises. |t gives
me great pleasure o record my thanks o each ona of tha
Litwrary staff for everything they have achieved in 20086.

Frances Norion
Head of the Wallcomne Library

ABOVE

Flying cranes. Detail. Colour
woodcut by Hiroshige, 1858,
ICV no. gréod
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Major acquisitions in 2006

This year the Wellcome Library acquired more than 5000 items, ranging
from manuscripts to electronic databases and film. Here is a selection

of notable items acquired during 2006.

Rare Books

The secrets of generation

Thi anomymous work Arstofie’s compieal masterpiece; or,
the secrets of generation — & guide to human reproduction —
was first publishad in London in the 1680s and went through
many editions right into the 20th cantury. The author may have
been William Salmon, a notonous quack doctor and author of
mary popular medical compilations. Although it was reprinted
many fmes, early ediions are now very rare. The Library

has purchased a copy published in 1682 from a prvate

saller. The onéy other recorded copy of this edition is

at the University of Chicago,

Archives and Manuscripts

Letter from Moscow

The Library bought an impaortant letter by Dominique Jean
Larrey (1766-1842), surgeon-in-chief of Napaleon's armies.
Lammey accompanied Napoleon on many of his campaigns
and was made a Baron in recognition of his service. While
away on campaign he kept up a devoted comespondence
with his wife, describing his eventiul career. This latler was
written in September 1812 from Moscow, shortly after its
capture. The Franch army had just taken part in the bloody
and inconciusive battle of Boroding - “the bloodiest battie
that | have ever seen and truly we wera in great danger”.

Lamey's comespondence was collected in the 15th canfury
by the 26th Earl of Crawford, a collection dispersed by hig
heirs. The Library has located much of this material and
reunited it in the public domain, this letter being the

latest such iterm.

Iconographic Collections

Maoist propaganda posters

The sale of Chinese propaganda posters, dating from ¢.1939
to 18960, at Bloomsbury Auctions in September 2006 attracted
international publicity. The posters had been collected and
presened inside China, and exported by the family of the
colector acting though an American agent. The Librany
acquired 12 lots, featunng themes such as biclogcal and
chemical warfare, health and safety in factones, hygensa in
handing and preparation of food, women's rales in newly
mechanised industries, protection from infectious diseases,
childcare, and tha work of the Canadian surgeon Norman
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Bethune in China. These now join the Librany’s small collection
of Chinese posters and more than 4000 posters from other
countries in the lconographic Collections.

Ephemera

Liebig trade cards

This yvear the Library acquired a large collection of colour
cigarette cards, Liebig trade cards and banknotes =all on
madical and health themes. They date from the late 1800s to
the 1960s and include two sets of cigaratte cards (1814 and
1938) showing exercises, promoting physical fitness to the
masses, immediately preceding the two world wars. Ironically
from today’s perspective, these were given away 10 ancourage
smoking. Other cards focus on first aid (1813), air-raid
precautions (1938), spas (1902), alchemy (1960), tropical
madicing (1956) and infant care (1857}, The most uniikely
perhaps are six Liebig cards about bilharzia from 1861,

Asian Collections

Paracelsus in Arabic

An 18th-century copy of Paracelsus's Kitab al-Tibb al-jacid
al-Kimawi, (a franslation of his Arcana Fhifosophica) was
purchased in 2006, Philippus Theophrasius Aureclus
Bombastus von Hohenheim, known as Paracelsus (1493-1541),
was an astronomer and alchemist and considered a madical
genius of his time. While he was Swiss-bom, his works wera
krown among the Christian scholars of the Midclle East. His
Arcana Philpsophica was franslated into Arabic as early as the
16th century. This is the only Arabic Paracelsus in the Library's
collections. Important marginalia (some of them in Armenian)
show that the book was actively used as recenthy as the

20t century, in the temtory of modem Syria and Lebanon.

Moving Image and Sound Collections

Amputee rehabilitation films

Wandswiorth Teaching Primary Cara Trust has donated

dd filrn, video and sound items onginating from Queen Mary's
Hospital Roehamplon, The matesial dates from the late 1940s
to the 1980s and features many aspects of the Hospitals
rehabilitation waork with imb amputees, az well as the design
and manufaciure of prostheses. There is also malenal relating
to thalidomide-affected chiddren in the 1960s and 1970s.

For a list of further acquisitions made during the year, see page 29.
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Return of the farmer

One of the Wellcome Library's major acquisitions in 2006 was a life-size oil painting
of a Dorsetshire farmer, Benjamin Jesty. It is not mainly for his agricultural skills that
Jesty is of interest to posterity: he has a claim to be the first person to have practised

vaccination against smallpox.

The first vaccination is popularly thought to have oceurmed

in 1798, when Edward Jenner, a general praciitioner in
Berkelay, Gloucestershire, transferred or ‘incculated” cowpox
lin Latin Vanolae vacoinge, hence vaccine) from the hand of a
milkmaid to the arm of a boy as a protection against smalipo.
Jenner's work i3 commemarated in many portraits and statues,

Yet 20 years previously, Dorsatshire farmer Benjamin Jasty
(1736-1818) perfcrmead his own, well-documented axparment
with vaccination. He had not only noticed that naturally
acquired cowpox profected aganst smallpox, as olhers had
bafore him (notably John Fewster, a Gloucestershire surgecn,
in 1768) but had - uniquely — followed up this idea in 1774 by
what seemed to many people a bizame and repulsive action:
with the aid of a knitting needle, he extracted pustular matter
from an infected cow and inserled it into the amms of his wife
and two sons, hoping that such a procedure would replicate
the naturalty acquired infection. He did not insert the fluid into
himsalf, as he had had cowpox in his youth, through his work
with caitle, and so was already protected.

“He did not see why he should
dress better in London than in the country”

Jesty's immediate reward for this risky experment was derision
and disgust. However, after the publication of Jennar's An
inguiry into the causes and affects of the variolae vecoinae

in 1798, and subsequent questions in Parliament about this
important development in national safety, Jesty's strange action
begen to be seen in a differant light. Eventually, in 1805, the
then elderly countryman was invited to London by the officers
of tha Driginal Vaccine Pock Institution. The Institution wished
to interrogate Jesty about his expenment from 30 years bafore,
with the intention of satting him up as a counterweaight to
Edward Jenner, one with pricr claims to the glory and riches
associated with the discoveny,
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When his August 1805 visit to the Institution (on the comer
of Broadwick Street and Poland Street in Scho) came, his
family tried to persuade him to dress In a more up-to-date
fashion. But he refused, saying that "he did not see why
he should dress better in London than in the country™,
Regardless of attira, he made a good impression,

“Great Strength of Mind... made the
Experiment from the Cow”

Benjamin Jesty's epitaph

The verbal evidence of Jesty's interview with 12 examiners

of the Institution was published in the Edinburgh Medical and
Surgical Joumal, and was entirely positive, confirming Jesty
as the dezerving recipient of public acclaim. The Institution
rewarded him not marely with words: a pair of gold lancets
and a testimonial were bestowed on him as a token of its
admiration, and his porirait was commissioned from a wel-
known society ponrait-painter, Michasl Willam Sharp, A former
pupil of Sir Wiliam Beechey, Sharp was much recommended
by King George 1l as a refiable man to caplure a likenass, and
his studic in Great Marlborough Streel was not far from the
Instituticn. While Mrs Sharp plaved the piano, the painter
capturad what was later described in Jesty's epitaph as the
“Graat Strength of Mind” with which he "mada the Exparimeant
from the Cow’.

The portrait subsequently passed to Jesty's descendants.
Lintil their deaths in 1912 and 1920 respectively, it was owned
by Frank Ezekiel Pope and Fanny Pope of Chilfroma, Dorsat:
Frank Pope was a son of Jesty's granddaughter Eclith. Their
estate was left to their nephew Francis Willam Pope, whose
family had emigrated to the Cape Colony, South Africa, in 1878,
in 1934, he came to England to sort out the Chitfrome estate
and found the pictune in a barm and badly torn. He had

it restored in London and arranged for its transportation to
South Africa. There It remained for some 70 years, like most
privately cwned works unpublicised and inaccessible, adoming
a farmhouse in a vast estate in the Eastern Cape.
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John Dee, the great librarian

John Dee was an influential Elizabethan polymath whose interests ranged from law,
aind alchemy, to communing with angels. However, his great passion
one of the greatest collections of 16th-century Europe. This year
ibrary acquired a rare book on the value of demonstration that was

John Dee [1527-1609), mathematician, astrologer and But it was in the 15803 that Daee’s ife took its most dramatic
antiquanan, was a fascinating Elizabethan. Born in London furn. He became obsessad with the idea of talking to angels.
and an only child, Dee was educated at Chelmsford Grammar Des appears 1o have genuinely belsved thal the route
School, then St John's College; Cambridoge, where he claimed to greater knowledge lay in these communications, routed
o have studied for up o 18 hours a day. Later, he entarad through intermediaries such as Edward kKeley. It is not clear
Louvain University, Balgium, where ha continued to study whal Kalley babeved, though he transcribed many books
mathemaltics, geography, astrodogy, astronomical obsenation supposedly revealad (0 him by angalic voices.

- fi o et 5
anc, “ior recreaton, cinl 3,

In 1583, a Polish nobleman, Albert Lask, persuaded Dee and
Faellay to travel to Poland. Laski, though, was bankrupt and

without influence. After six vears wandering Europea, and after
splitting with Kefley, Dee returned 1o England in 1588, Finding
iguishable. indeed, Dee was a man his house and belongings ransacked, Dee turned to Elizabeth
of curious contrasts: a fellow of Trinity College, Cambriclos, fior halp, She evantually mada him Warden of Christ's Collaga,
and a man who commumead with angels: an achaser 1o QOueen Mancheaster (now Manchaster Grammar Schoal). In 1805, he

Blassed with a brikant
influential scholar, and
spanned both the nat

ha twao

th | who was changed with treason ageinst (uesn Mary; retumed to London, spending hes final years in poverty.
and a pious Christian who dabbied in the “black arts’.

Librarian and antiquarian
Throughowt his life, Dee's great passion was for books,
{ He called the dispersal of the monastic ibranes a tragedy
condemned as a magician and cccultist. Only in the for bearning and a national disgrace. His unsuccessiul appeal
latter part of the 20th century was he rehabilitated and the extent  to Cueean Mary for national efforls to recover these manuscrpis
of his intefectual achievemants fully appreciated led him to take on the task. Buying books onginally as

a Cambridge undergraduate, Dee did not restrict himself
The early years to British acquisitions, as evidenced by book sources
After ime at leading academic centras in europe, Dee returmed  spanning Antwarp (o Vanice.
to England in the mid-1550s, For the next 30 years, he was
PrOSEEnOUS and productneg, ey
several specialy mad
alchemy. When Elizabeth | ascended to the throne, he became
a frusted adviser - it was Dee who sslected the date for her
cormonation, He was an impostant figure in the Elizabethan
axploration of the New Ward, both practically, with his

n fravedling to France to by

[ wEssals or s practice of
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matnematncal SHlls .-3!:::.‘:!2—23‘:_: [{a] r':;:-.!lg:ahur:_ i;l"-(._j Itlt}?}::]uirZ{E .':,"
he was a strong proponent of impenaism, ndesd coining
tha term ‘the British Empire’.

et Des was naver far from confroversy. As early as 1555,
he was arrested and accusad of creating horoscopas for
Cusen Mary and Princess Elizabeth. Ona of his accuser's
children died and a second was struck blind, EA0ING

o rumours of witchcraft. While his co-defandant was burmt,
Doe managed 10 evade punishiment, HIS entire life was spent
on the boundaries of respectability.

Wedlcome Librany Annudl Meaey 2006 John Deo, tho groat librafan
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Magic letters

In 2006 the Wellcome Library acquired an 18th-century Turkish manuscript containing
Shams al-Ma'arif wa Lata’if al'Alwarif, a widely read treatise on talismans, magic squares
and occult practices. It has been used since the 13th century to decode obscure texts
and abbreviations found in books on magic, medicine and alchemy. At one time banned
as heresy, the work is still read and studied today.

An 18th-century Turkish manuscript that contains a treatise
of the 13th-century Arabic author al-Buni is among the latest
of the Wellcoma Library's Asian Collections acquisitions.
Known under the tithe Shams al-Ma'anf wa Lataif aldwanf,
which literally transtates as 'Sun of Knowladge and Sayings
of Wisdom’, this is the best-known reference book on magic
letters and their secrats in lstam.

Islamic books on magic and medicine, like everywhere in

the world, used abbreviations and arcane signs 1o restrict
knowledge to members of closad ‘professional’ groups,

such as doctors, physicians and alchemists. Shams al-Ma arif
wa Lata'if al'Awan! was used from the 13th century to help

to understand obscune taxts and decipher abbreviations
found in books on magic, medicine and alchemy. The book's
remnarkabile longevity stems from its explanation of magical
wisdom, which people have trusted and believed 10 work.

Medieval islamic medicine knew many thousands of recipes
but many of them simply did not work. Yet they continued

o be included in practitioners’ manuals out of respect to their
imsentors - the origing of such recipes ware often raced back
to the luminares of the past, such as Hippocratas, Galen and
Rufus of Ephesos. The so-called mujarabal - the 'expenence-
tested recipes and/or remedies’ - wera of great value among
Iglamic practitioners. They were coliected separatety and

on many occasions they were encrypted with arcane letters
or signs for which the Shams al-Ma'arlf wa Lata if al'Awarnf
could often provide an explanation,

Shams al-Ma'arf wa Lata'if a'Awanf also remains the seminal
work on esoteric arts and theurgy, a form of "diving-working”
that describes magical rituals 1o invoke supematural powers.
This book is one of the most widehy read medieval treatises
on talismans, magic squares and oocult practices. At one time
bannad by ‘orthodox’ Muslims as heresy, people still read and
study it. Its importance s reflected in its conlinual copying:
curing the Middle Ages it was transcribed repeatediy.

10 | Welkcoma Libeary Anmusl Risiieg 2000 Magic lathors
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Detail from Sharres al-Ma i wa
Lata'ifal Alwarif, 18th-century.
RIGHT

A mosgue in Cairo. Coloured
lithograph by Louls Haghe
after David Boberts, 1849,
Al-Buni's work was influential
throughout the Arab world,
despite Being banned by
‘orthodox” Muslims as heresy,
Wellcome Library no. 33809

Books and bookmen

Like all meckeval lileratures, Arabic literature (untdl the

18th century) knew almost no fiction. The writing was usad

1o praserve and 10 disseminate factual knowledge, ganng

of which was a prerequisite for becoming a perfect Mushim.
This search for knowledge predetermined the atlitude of the
Islamic readers to the written text. On many occasions books
ware valued because of their content and reliability, proven by
their age, rather than the fame of the writer. An lslamic scholar
in the Middie Ages would gain respect from teling peers: | read
a very okd manuscript about subject X.” just as today's scholar
would recetve credit for saying: °l read a paper by well-known
author Y~

Plagiarism as we now view it did not axist either, and peopla
often copled others' works. Plagiarism in the Middle Ages was
nat regarcied as copying a chapier but as copying the way
the book's chaplers were arranged. The same or very simikar
chapter often occurs in saveral differant books becausa
information presentation was the added value — actual content
was considered 1o be in the public domain. Equally, the title
was not ahways nformative in the modern sense of this word =
often it did not convey any information on the actual book
content. In many instances this was an indication on the genre
of the work, used for the subsequent assignment cf the work
an the library shelves, In the case of al-Buni’s treatise tha titha
Shams al-Ma"arif wa Laia'if al'dwarf ("Sun of Knowledge and
Sayings of Wisdom') indicated that this was the 'carefully
salected anthology” (a 'repositony’) of wisdom,

The author of Shams al-Ma'arf wa Lata'if al'Awanf was Ahmad
ibn "All ibn Yusuf al-Buni (d. 1225), an Arab mathematician,
Sufi (islamic rmysticist) and writer on the esolenc value of letlers
and topics refating to mathamatics, sorcery and spirtuality.

We have ktile detail of his lifa. It is believed that he acquired
knowledge from his confemporany Sufi masters, Al-Buni's
works on traditional healing remain a point of reference among
Yoruba Muslim healers in MNigeria and alsewhene in he Mussm
world. He left a list of further books that he had written but
wnfortunately few of them have sunived.

I arcund 1200, al-Bum showed how 10 construct magic
squaras, but thesa were unlikely to have been his own

afiginal innovation. Scholars have found many references to

the appication of magic squares in astrological calculations,
and it may be thal al-Buni used his magic squares to rapresent
the planats in some form of divination. Magec squares continued
to fascinate. In 1300, Byzanting scholar Manusl Moschopoulos
based his own work on al-Buni's mathematical treatise on
magic squares but completely omitted the Sufi mysticism,
which was inconsistent with the Greek Orthodox perception
of the world

Al-Buni's 13th-century Islamic world

MNavertheless, magic symibolism, canad in stone or engraved
on metal, has fascinated people for more than 4000 years
across many cultures. Often wom as taksmans, people beleved
these ohjects had astrological and divinatory qualities, and that
wearning them would ensure long life and prevent disease.
Magic squares were known to Islamic mathemalicians from

the seventh century. By the 13th century the |slamic scholars
had active contacts with Inclia and, with their desire for learning,
ware able to develop thair understanding of mathematics

and astronomy.

Travel, wars, trade, book exchange and, in addition, the Haj
pilgrimage fo Mecca made scholarly collaboration in the Istamic
workd easier by bringing people and their ideas together, Arab
scholars were not only sharing new undarstanding among
themselves and learning from other regions — their scholarship
was also spreading outwards, helped by the classical Arabic
language. This language used by the Arabs and non-fArabs
gave us terms and words like ‘algebra’, ‘algorithm’, "cipher’
and marny others. The notions of Arab alchemy were eventually
taken up across Europe, inspiring alchemists such as Roger
Bacon, the first true alchamist in medieval Europe. Bacon
introduced the empirical maethod to Europe, strangly

influenced by his reading of Arabic writers.

Magic lolters. Wellcoma Library Anmus Rendew 2008 | 11



While al-Buni was writing his famous book, 13th-century
Europe was sesing a huge increase in the rate of radical new
im/entions = several enabled by an improved understanding

of mathematics, and with thanks to scholars on the other side
of the world. While much advancement was native to Europe,
cross-cultural exchanges through trading networks with the
Arab world and China enhanced European innovation. Many
inventions were not radical in themsetves but their application
rebalanced political and economic power towards Europe.

Acfvances in astronomy, for example, enabled significant

oCean navigation when combined with shipbuilding. One such
acvance, the astrolabe, was the main instrument of navigation
until the invention of the sextant in the 18th century. The Islamic
world used this device pramarily for astronomical studies in
locating and predicting the positions of the sun, moon, plansts
and stars, for identifving the direction of prayer, surveying and
in tnangulation. Such navigational advances, in the hands

of Europeans, led eventualy o Europe’s prominence

in world economic track.

These advances, howevar, became possible due to anothar
‘hiddan weapon', the ‘vowel script’. European scripls, based
on Greek and Laiin, rendered both consonants and vowesls.
By contrast, the Arabic script rendered only consonants and
long vowels, while the short vowels were omitted (so 'ke’
would be ranscribbed 'lk, just as today's text messaging
rmight write "l 4u'). This made the Arabic script less
convenient for the quick and correct transfer of inforrmation.

12 | Wellcome Libeary Annual Redew 2006 Magic latbers

This advantage in knowledge transmission was further
enhanced by innovations such as Gutenberg's prinfing press.
Print copies ensured a wide spread of knowladge, opening
society to new ideas and strengthening the Europaan power
base, capable of dominating ather cultures through a huge
reservolr of information and know-how,

By Nikolai Serikolf, Asian Collections Librarian at the
Wellcome Librany.

Shams al-Ma'anf wa Lata'if al"Awaril can be accessed from

the Asian Colections, which comprise some 12 000 manuscrpts
and 4000 printed books In 43 different languages. The collections
inciude over 1000 manuscrpls writhen on palm leaves, and ofhers
transcribed on silk, ivory, metal, bone, bamboo and tree bark.
Further informalion on accessing the Asian Collections I
available al http:(flibrary. wellcome.ac.uk.

ABOVE

Details from Shars al-Ma'arif wa
Lataif al’Ahwarif, 18th-century,
showing the magic squares.



The knife man

Did the ‘father of modern surgery’, John Hunter, perform some of the experimental
work for his Treatise on the Venereal Disease on himself? Wendy Moore,
biographer of Hunter, controversially suggests that he did.

The mgredents are ail there: sex, celebrity and scandal. And
the controversy over an expenment conducted nearty 250 years
ago still retains some of tha intensity of the latest gossip on
{oday’s film and television stars.

So it was with some frepidation that | waded into the debate
over the experiment on venersal disease caried out in 1767
by the celebrated surgeon and anatomist John Hunter. With
sensitivities over the identity of the experiment’s subject still
running high, | knew | might be in for & rough ride.

“Like most surgeons who specialised in
treating sexual diseases...Hunter firmly
believed that syphilis and gonorrhoea
were simply different stages of the
same condition.”

Since there were no paparazzi on hand 1o record the moment
that Hunter plunged his lancet into an unidentified penis, the
controversy may never finally be settled. But the evidence that
can be gamered from the archives of the Wellcome Library and
libraries elsewhena certainly convinced me that the subdect of
Hunter's controversial experiment could be nobody but himselt.

Most of the key detals are not disputed. At the age of 39,
rising in his chosen career as a surgeon and engaged o marry
a talented and attractive poet, John Hunter decided to test
whether syphilis and gonorrhosa were one and the same
disease. Like most surgeons who specialised in treating sexual
diseases - and as these were endemic in Georgian London,
most surgeons did - Hunter firmly believed that syohilis and
gonomhoea were simply different stages of the same condition,

Hunter himasif described the expenment he performed on

a Friday in May 1767 in his usual graphic style, although

the tract in which the event is related, his Treatise on the
Vanemeal Disease, would not appear for another 19 years,
“Two punciunes were made on the penis with a lancet dipped
in venereal matter from a gonorhoea; ona puncture was on
the glans, the other on the prepuce,” he wrote. “This was

on a Friday; on the Sunday following there was a teasing
itching in those parts, which lasted till the Tuesday morning."

Cwver the course of the next four pages, he describad his
observations as he monifored the progress of the disease
almost daily for the next three years. It was a classic
example of Hunter's innovalive scientific approach to
medicing. He had formed a hypothesis, he had ‘tried the
expariment’ as he famously urged his pupil Edward Jenner
1o do, and he recorded his findings.

Unfortunately for Hunter, and the rest of the scientific world

at the time, the experiment contained a fatal flawe. The patient
from whom he had taken the venereal matier evidenily sufferad
not only from gonomrhoea but also from syphils = a relatieety
COMMon oecurrence - and so whan syphiltic symploms
appeared Hunter eroneousty concluded that the two dizseases
were indeed the same. it would take another 25 years befora
Seottish surgeon Banjamin Bell proved him wrong, and a further
45 years befora this fact was confirmed = by experiments

on 2500 unwilting patients — and populanisad by

Fhilippe Ricord in France.

Unfortunately for Hunter's biographers, and medical

historians in general, the experiment contained another flaw:
the surgeon’s failure to name the subject of his controversial
exparimant, Mowhere in any of his written works did ha identify
the person on whom the test had been performed. He did not
describe the experiment in the first parson - as he often, but
not always, did when descnbing his own medical conditions -
but neither did he describe the experment in the third parson,
as some have suggestad. Rather he related the episoda in

an impersonal, defiberately concealing style that has fuslisd
questions to this day.

Significantty, the subject of the experiment created no particular
stir in Hunter's time. Partly {his was because the conclusion —
that syphis and gonorhoea were the Same — was 28en as far
mone important to contemporary surgeons than the name of
the poor victim. Partly this was because the 357-page Ireatise
contained so many other more provocative = and more accurats
- claims, such as Hunter's insistence that masturbation was
harmiess, his liberal advice on sexual impotence and his view
that mercury was largaly inefiectual in treating gonormhoea.

-
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of his household, or in Qvist's words “one of the many
deslitute outcasts of subnormal mantality who roamed
the streets of London at that time®.

Certainly Hunter performed experiments on others, both paid
voluniears and unknowing patients. But there is no evidence
he procured a volunteer in this instance and every Bkelihood
he did not; he had no hospital patients at the time, he would
not have risked his livelhood by hoodwinking a private patient
and it i mplausible that he could have kept a pauper secrated
in his home for three years.
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Victorian patents

A Wellcome Library project to catalogue 158 volumes of patents
gives a fascinating insight into health concerns of the past and

novel ideas proposed to overcome them.

Patents are believed to date back to ancient Greek times, but
their modarn conception onginated in faly in 1474, They ware
adopted in England in 1623 with the Statute of Monopolies,
which stated that patents could only be issued for “projects of
new invention”. The requirement for a written dascription of the
invention was developed by lawyers durng Cueen Anng's reign
{1702-14) and formed the basis for modern English patent law,
While the patent system survived the Industrial Revolution, by the
midl-19th century it had become 'unfit for purpose’, The clamour
for reform resulted in the Patent Law Amendment Act (1852) and
establishment of the Patent Office.

In August 2006, the Walicome Library compiated an 18-manth
project that selectively cataloguad a set of 158 volurmes of
patents (a volume contains between a dozen and aboutl 20
indiciual patents). These were published by the Great Seal
Patent Office in Holbom, London, during the latter half of the
18th century and encompass a retrospective reprnting of old
patents from 1628 onwards, the colleclion coming to an

end in 1875,

“A recipe for ‘female pills’ in 1743 included
ground topaz, sapphires and wine and was
to be ‘set in a dunghill for...two months™

The patents acouied fall into five broad subject areas: smoke
prevention (showing concam over air polution ~ particularty after
the 1840s); baths (at a time when the average home probabby
had fttle mona than a tub for use on Friday nights); cooking and
presening (attempting to avoid food poisoning in an era belone
domestic refrigeration); sewage disposal (also purification,
decdorization and potential recycling of human wasle as
agricultural manure); and, most impoartantly to the Welicome
Library, medical and surgical patents.

The medical patents date back to tha first half of tha 18th century
and offer idaas for new apparatus and cures. The early medicines
ugyally inciuded herbs and plants with minerals, possibly soma
chemicals and alcohol (beer, wine or brandy) and were refemead
to as medicinal compounds, drawghts and preparations. The
patents typically st the ingredients but are vague on how to
acdminister the product or what it actually does to the patient.

A recipe for “female pills™ in 1743 included ground topaz,

Wigllcome Libeany Annual Resdiee 2006 Vicloran patents

sapphires and wine and was to be "set in a dunghill for...
two months™ after which herbs, roots, isinglass and “salt

of vipers” would be added. The result would be a "purging
stomatick and anti-hystenick”, which was probably prescribed
for menstrual prooams.,

Ingredients were often very imaginative but of questionabla
efficacy. A 1754 patent claime to cure "venareal injuries” (sesualhy
transmitted infections) with a mixture of jalap, salt of nitre, amber,
sena, lolu, nutmeg, rhwbarty, lartar and quicksilver, “well mixed
with syrup of marshmallows”, and was to be taken daily. A 1755
cure for epiepsy contained the more sinester “palbvis hurman
cranum” or ground human skudl. Opum was widaly used n
medicines. In 1830 it was combined with horehound, kguarica,
souilll root, brandy, honey, exdract of poppies 1o cune coughs,
colds, asthma and consumplion.

Claims about a medicing's curative properties were rather
all-gncompassing. In 1752 an oil made from “hard substances. ..
to be had mear river sides. .. particularty in Warwickshire” wag
supposed to cure gout, tumours, scialica, fistulas, ulcers, leprosy,
brugses, sprains, dropsy, stone and gravel, steriity, impotency and
consumptions. Others sounded more plausible: a 1747 mixiura
of wmpenting, olfs and bay leaves for burns, for instance,

“We have numerous patents for devices
to raise and support bed-ridden people”

Mew therapies were proposed: “galvanic influence or galvanic
elactricity” claimed to cure diseasas as it was "brought into action
by the natural Auids of the body” inside the recturn, biadder or
uterus (1834); electricity as a therapeutic medium was proposed
during the 1850s; electric socks (1873); and Darlow & Seymour's
Magnetic Compound (1866). Anaesthetics were patented, such
as ather “for surgical purposes” in 1846 and a localised freeging
process (mmediately prior o surgery) in 1854,
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bed-ridden people (1872), special beds for invalicds (1828), tables h“{ﬁ f'ﬁ PIID\’IHIDN.M. H]'l".{']l-'ll.l-‘.]'ll N

for them o eat frorm (1872), devices to move them about and
cups with which to feed them while they wera still lyving down. F

Fre.f.
Given the Industrial Revolution was changing British Ife in a major
way' during this penod, with many people performing dangerous
and heavy manual work in factonies, it is not surprsing that thers
are a significant numbser of patents for antificial imbs and various
types of truss. Other devices ncludad syringes for administerning
enemas, stomach pumps, inhalng apparatus (for inhalation
therapy = popular in the 1860s), “bandages for females” (sanitary
towelds — 0 1868), hearing aids (as early as 18386), arificial eves,
bandages, plasters and respirators (a mask covering the mouth
and nose “for breathing in impure atmospheres® such as mines
or certain types of factory peshaps).

By Stephen Lowther, Assistant Librarian - Cataloguing FlG. 6.
at the Wellcome Library.

These pafenis can be accessad from the Wallcome Library's
medical ephemera collection. Further defails on how to access
the collections are available from htip:/library.wellcome.ac.uk.

ABOVE AND RIGHT

Patent specification of Edmund
Adolphus Kirby: adjusting
couch for medical, surgical

and general purposcs, 1854,
Bowid patents, Pat, vel, 22
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Rise and fall of the

bodysnatchers

Death comes to us all, but sadly earlier for some than others. For some
unfortunates in the early 19th century, their fate was to be victims of the
gruesome trade in human corpses for dissection.

Before 1832, legally oblained corpses for teaching were rare.
Although many crimes attracted the death penalty, ‘hanging
with dissection’ was reserved for murderars and only these
corpses could be used for medical study. Fewer legally available
corpses meant demand exceeded supply as anatomical study
in British medical schools flounshed in ihe earty 19th century -
a shortfall attracting crirénals willing 1o obtain specimens by
extreme means. Once bodies gained a financial value, criminals
began ta trade in death - and even murder.

“Up the close and down the stair,
In the house with Burke and Hare.
Burke’s the butcher, Hare's the thief,
Knox, the man who buys the beef.”
Playground song about Burke and Hare

The new market spawned an innovative criminal, highly paid
and skilfud at snatching bodies. These grave-robbers, or
‘Resurrection Men', roamed graveyards under cover of dark
armed with wooden shovels (metal was too noisy). Freshly
buried corpses fetched up to £10 in good condition, a high
price in those days and worth risking arrest for. Stealing a
corpsa was only a common-law misdemeanour al the time,
attracting a fine and imprisonment. This offence was not
considerad to be a felony, which would hava been punishable
by transportation or execution. Even teath mada mongy

as dentures, with one resurrectionist reputedly eaming

£B0 from a single vault by dental extraclions.

Burke and Hare

Despite their renown a5 resumractionists, Iish labourers William
Burke and Wiliam Hare may never have aclually robbed a
grave. Burke was found guity of murder in December 1829.
Although he confessed to committing murders, he still claimed
his innocence of grave-robhing itself to the last. The pair
perhaps felt digging for corpses to be 100 much effort and
decided murder might be easler work. They began businass
by selling the body of Hare's tenant, who died suddenty -
replacing his body in the coffin with a similar weight, which
was then innocenthy buned.,

Witlloomis Libeary Anrwal Rindew 2006 Rize and fall of the bodysnatchorns

Burke and Hare tock the corpse to Edinburgh's Medical
Schoal, where they later sold it to Dr Knox, the man who
would become their prime customer. After thedr first deal,

ihe duo went into cadaver sales on a full-time basis. To keap
their business simple (avoiding suspicion and detection), they
salected vulinerable or solitary victims. They were well versed
in murder technigue and favoured suffccation because it left
no obvious post-mortam marks,

But Knox's students began getting suspicious of his rather
good supply of bodies, sometimes even recognising a corpse —
prostitute Mary Paterson, or the boy called 'Daft Jamie'.

Police suspicions also became arpused, and they finally
identified the 16th victim's body in Knox's laboratory, although
they found murder difficult to prove with such lithe physical
evidence. Hare was released since he tumed King's Evidence
to comvict Burke, who was sent to the gallows. Burke's own
dissection packed the gallery and some students reportedty
stole small pieces of his skin. Hare is believed to have died a
London pauper in 1858, while Knox was never prosecuted.

The London Burkers

In 1831, a copycat group of bodysnatchers - John Bishop,
Thamas Wiliams and James May — was caught supphing
London's medical schools with suspiciously frash corpses.

The Wellcome Library's Archives and Manuscnpts collection
includes fascinating material on thesa characters, iluminating
the men behind the headlines, surprisingly undesused by many
of today's historical writers.

The ‘London Burkers', so called for imitating Burke and

Hare, caused a sensation whan found guilty of murdering

a 14-year-old boy delivered for dissection at King's College
London. Police onginally identified the boy as ltalian, but Bishop
and Williams later admitted he was a Lincolnshire cattle drover,
on his way to Smithfield when they lured him 1o their lodgings,
drugged him and pitched him into a well to wait until he died.
The anatomy demonsirator alerted the authorities when he
recehved the boy's body, suspecting he men of fioul play.
Pokice arrestad the three and found clothing in the wall and

a privy near thair lodgings, suggesting several murders.
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MNext was a visit 1o UCL's Galton collection, which includes
the: scientihc instruments and papers of Sir Francis Galton
[1822-1811). Despite his many achievements, Galton is
renowned for his promotion of ewgenics — “the science and
practice of improving human stock”.! Galton was mo
concamed with a 'positive’ eugenics, such as advocating
research programmes for idantfying hereditary diseases.
However, it is for the more negative azsociations, particulary
with Maziem, that sugenics is best known. This history tends
to influence people's attitudes to and undarstanding of Galton's
original work. When groups were encouraged to think about
the inks Between physical and mental charactenstics, one

group thought Galton was investigating inherited characteristics,
2 ] 4

anather beseved he was exploring physical links with personality
while a thind compared his work 1o that of Nazi scientists:
"Wa saw the head-measuring device and strands of hair

and thought of the Arvan race, the Jews and Hitler,”

By day 4 there was no sign of waning enthusasm, with a visit
to the Roval College of Surgeons’s Huntenan Museum
a tour of the collections followed by aroup work, The students
expressed their opnions on contentious topics such as funerary
prachces, 'green’ bural, transplantation and exhibiting human
remains. The students discussed axhibiting the body of ‘glant’
Charles Byme, who paid for burial at sea o avoid being
dissected. Several said his desire should have been respected,
while others fell he desenved preservalion despite his explicit
wishes agamst it. *It doesn't matter what he wanted, we nead
1o know why he was so tall,” said one student
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Away from the auction housas, Wellcome dispatched collectors
in his S around e wWond in a search 1o reavant mstoncal
iterns. Dr Paira Mall spent most of the 16 years he was

i Velicome's employ lvang in the subcontinent, collacting
objects and artefacts as wel as manuscripls and books.

Mali's reports to Wellcome describe not on y the astonishing
artefacts dispatched back to London, but also the hazandous
anvironments traversed by Mall while searching,

“Mot only were auction houses’ sales
catalogues searched, but adverts
requesting objects were placed
by his staff in Exchange and Mart.”

Captamn Peter Johnston-Saint was another collector for
Wallcome whose personality shines through in his repors,

A man of impeccable social connections, Johnston-Saint used
his contacis to acquire many fascinating cbjects, manuscripts
and paintings for Welicome. He travelled a great deal on
Wellcome's behalf and his descriptions of interwar Europe
offer an evocative account of the period.

What also comes through from these papers is Wellcoma
leayving no stone wenturned in his search for items with

a medical interest. Mot onty wene auction houses' salos
catanogues searched, but acvents requesting obects weana
placed by his staff in Exchange and Mart. One painting of

a doctor with a unne glass s even acquirad = for £14 - from
“aman in the Kilbum High Road”
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Reality and the

biomedical image

Wellcome Images holds breathtaking pictures of life invisible to the naked eye.
But are scientific pictures a faithful representation or a subtle distortion of reality?

When modermn scientists capture images on their microscopes,
they will be thinking about how they can clearly record the
resulls of their experiment. |s the staining good and strong?

Is this a typical area of the sample? Will this be good for my
paper or conferenca prasentation? They now also have the
possibiities of digital manipukation to consider, Perhaps many
files to choose from. The ability to crop parts of the image,
enhance the contrast, louch up the colour, to make the results
‘cleares” or mMore convinging,

This places the burden of scrupulous honesty on scientists

to maintain the accuracy of the results they have recorded

and o resist the temptation 1o enhance the images selactively.
Thesa termptations have led to much discussion in the scientific
media on the theme of digital manspulation; what is and is not
acceptable for publication and how much adjustrent can

be done and st represent the scientific ‘truth’? When does
remaoving ‘artefacts’ become surreptitious enhancement?

This k2 not a new debate: the German biologist Emst Haeckel
was accused of misrepresenting nature in his ilustrations of
embiryos during a dispute with fallow German biclogist Wilhalm
Hiz, in the late 1800s. It seems likaly, in fact, that both men
used their own illustrative interpretations to ‘spin’ the facts

in a way that favoured their own theories.

Al the time, photography could have resolved these issues,
although it appears not 1o have been employed i this capacity.
Even though Haeckel did make photographic studies of other
subjects later in his life with the distinct purpose of pre-empting
funher criticism, he chosa not to include photographs of the
contentious embryos. A modern photographic study suggests
that Haeckel did nal accurately copy nature but macde selective
alterations in his Musirations to support his 'biogenstic law” -
the idea that the stages of embryonic development reveal the
evolutionary history of the organism ('ontogeny recapitulates
phylogeny’). Haeckel's sleight of hand has, unfortunataly, been
seired upon by anti-evolution campaigners as a con frick
designed to promaote evolution,

Whatever one makes of his scientific skills, Haeckal was
undoubtedly an accompished Bustrator of natural histont
His series, Arl Forms in Nature, published between 1838 and
1904, includes magnificent drawings of animals of all kinds,

Welcoma Librany Annual Review 2006 Reality and the blomedical image

from sea life to large mammals. But do they capture reality?
Haeckel prasents an idealized or exaggerated view of his
crealures, emphasising the features ha wants the viewer

to appraciate.

Meveriheless, Hasckel achieved great success in popularising
natural history and enabling unfamiliar natural forms to be
recognised as objects of great beauty, They are credited with
helping Darwinism ta becomes accepted in Garmany, as well
as providing inspiring source material for arists of the

Art Nouveau age.

Simiarty, while modern scientific microscope images are

vitally important to the communication of research findings,
like Haeckel's illustrations they have a life beyond the research
paper. Many of these striking biomedical images also have the
power to capture the public imagination. Intriguing shapes
and patterns fascinate and tantaise the viewer into wanling

to know more. Wellcome Images supplies matenial to a broad
range of individuals and organisations keen to exploit their
power to engage.

In this age of photography, people often fesl that by sesing
the “real thing' in a photographic image rather than an artist's
interpretation in an ilustration, they are brought closer to an
understanding, and feel more ‘connected” to the mysterious
world normally hidden from view. llustrations can often be
thought of as adding an extra layer of filtering between the
vieweer and fact, There is often an unspoken suspicion that
soientists might not be passing on the ‘truth’ if all they

show to the public are Bustrations - it appears as a kind

of visual censorship.

Visual reality of course is highty selective, varying acconding

to the technigue used - a human egg seen under an alaciron
microscope knoks enormoushy different from an egg seen under
a light microscope. The first appears to be constructed ke
an intricately woven basket, dry and rigid, whereas the second
is translucent and tenuously gelatinous — hanging in its wateny
surroundings as if it could dissolve at any moment. Which is
real? Both reveal different aspects of the fruth that allow us o
learn more about the numerous features of the cell. The more
information we have, 1he more complete a mental piclure we
can construct.
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The choice of technique depends very much on the question
being asked. The resulting images range from the most
obviously real, those viewed at low power with a light
microscope, o newer developments thal appear to p
bounds of reality out to new limits. Cryo-electron m
i5 one of these techniques; it allows detailed struch
of molecules and even parts of molecules, previoushy too smiall
1D image areclly, 10 be capturad by an electron microscopes

A computer assimilales a multitude of different, apparently
poony defined individual images to make a structuma compatible
with all tha dhverse onentations in which the molegules are
positianed under the microscope. The resulting image has

the appearance of a 30 computer graphic and yet is a

sh the
MECOERY

al images

Bacause they use electron beams rather than visible Bght,
electron microscopes always produce black-and-white images
Thase are beautiful and striking, but are often colour-enhanced
Winen aimed at a genaral avdience, 10 highlkght diferent features
and to make thaem ook more ‘real’. By wsing colour we arg
ating somethang that due to technical Bmitations
in the onginal (this was Haeckel's justification for the use of
ilustration); the object does not appear fo us as it would if

we wire able {0 see it with a giant magnifying glass. Does

the addition of somelhing to the image that cannot be captured
in the original enhance its readity’? Colour enhancement ranshy,

if ever. appears in resaanch papers where pamary results are
reported, but even the most prestigious ressarch journats use
baautiful, colour-enhanced images to grace their covers ar
entice ihe reader - scientists too ane drawn in by the power
of beautifully coloured images,

NNOT exast

Issues around manipulation, reality and interpretation

Will No doubt continue to occupy the minds of scientists
reviewers and pubhshers - and rightly so. More broadly, though,
peomedical images will camy on inspiring viewars with their
Beauty and provoke curiosity about the scientific world.

By Jenny Whiling, Picture Editor for Wallcome Images
at the Wellcome Library,

Each year the Biomedical Image Awards showcase a selection

of outstanding images submitied to Wellcome images (see
www.wellcoma.ac.uk/bia for 2006 winners). Images are avalabie
fram http:iiimages. wellcome.ac.uk,




Moving a great library

In April 2007, the Wellcome Library finally returned home to 183 Euston Road. The move
itself meant relocating almost three million books, papers and paintings, as well as over
70 members of staff. The Library now forms a core part of Wellcome Collection, a major

new public venue placing science in the broad context of health and wellbeing.

The Wellcome Library's return to the 183 Euston Road
buiiding presentad a huge logistical challenge. An amTry
of project managers, architects, service engineers and
storage specialists worked closely with Library staff

to ensure the emergence of a dynamic and creative
public space.

Envisicned as more than simply moving the Library's
contents, plans to upgrade and expand the Library spaces
date back to 1908 But how much space o allow?

Space estimates had to be considerably revisad: staff
originathy estimated that the Librany housed one million
items, but significantly more were found. A survay of

all the collections unearthed almost three milion tems.
This extensive task meant working with mixed paper

and electronic records, and developing a list of all

tha items: this became the backbona of the antire move,

Librany staff participated in the refurbishment, storage
planning, drafiing functional requirements, commenting
on fioor plans, and helping with the selection of furniture,
lighting and shehving designs. Ways of working have
undergone a dramatic shift because staff now occupy
open-plan areas. By consulting widely and explonng how
people would work: after the move, the Library move project
team helped sase stafl into the new open style. For most
staff the move has meant simply packing and unpacking
thedr desks but others, such as those in Preservation
and Conservation, and Wellcome Images, have had

the added complication of safely transferring vulnerabla
spacialist equipment,

The move was not withoul near-disaster either, Coming
close to final preparations, =ix inches of water was found
cascading down the slairs under the collection aneas.
Howeaver, thorough planning and training averted any
serious damage. The impressive new BS5454 storage
facility, which houses books, paintings. manuscripts and
archives, should help to avoid any mishap in the future.
lts proactive environmental contrals Irigger aleris in the
aevent of unschedubed humidity or temperature changas,
or outbreak of fire.

‘Weloome Library Anrual Rendew 2008 Moving a great library

21st-century library

The Wellcome Library is now bigger and better — with
clouble the open access storage and reader space, and
new Reception, Enquiry Hall and Copy Service areas.
The redesigned Rare Materials Viewing Room allows
groups, such as film crews, to talk freely rather than feel
constrained by a traditional hushed library atmosphere.
Our e-Strategy department has developed a sound

techmical infrastructura for access to up-to-date senvices,

including WiFi and 44 new computer warkstations.

Our signage consultants have ensurad no one gets lost
in the Library's new layout, with improved wvisitor flow
and a journals drop-in area. The refurbished building
also includes a diverse range of activities - from viewing
argas to consenvation to e-leaming.

Extarnal suppliers and Wellcome staff have worked hard
together 1o produce a public space thal we hope visitors
will find as stimukating as it is functional,

By Diane Smith. with Wendy Fish, Head of Liser Services,
and Caroline Checkley-Scatt, Senior Conzervator at the
Waellcome Library.

Further infarmation on the Welicome Library i3 availabie
frarm hitp:Albrary.wellcome.ac.uk.

—



- Digital library

During 2006, the Wellcome Library continued to address the demands
and opportunities of the electronic age with a range of initiatives

that enhance access to information.

Medical Journals Backfiles

Digitisation Project

The Medical Journals Backfiles Digitisation Project will
dediver free onfine access to almaost 200 years of peer-
reviewed nasearch through the digitisation of the complete
back issues of at least 20 historically significant biomedical
journals, with over 3 milion pages of text.

VWhile progress continues, 2006 saw the ralease of the
compiete backfiles of a number of key titles, including the
Biochemical Joumnal, the Journal of Anatomy and the
Joumal of Physiology, into the PubMed Central repository.

The Welicome Trust and the Joint Information Systems
Committee (JISC) jointly fund this £1.25m project, which
has been developed in partnership with the LS National
Library of Medicine. For further information, see
httpzibrary. wellcome.ac.uk/backfiles.

Digital archives

Despite our increasing dependence on digital media, little
attention has been paid to the long-term presenvation

of bom digital archives (i.e. archives that are created and
dissemninated in electronic form). Consequently we are
now in danger of losing many scholarty, cultural and
scientific resources for future generations.

To address this iszue, the Wellcome Library, with the
University of Cidord and the National Library of Wales,

is developing plans to secure a long-term future for born
digital material. Work to date includes trials with the Fedora
digital object repository and the creation of policies for the
acquisition and life-cycle management of this material,

We envisage that many collections will eventually form

a hybrid of paper and aelectronic material, so we plan to
integrate born digital material into our existing collactions,
and not treat it as amything ‘different’.

Remote services

Recognising that not all our readers can always make visits
in person, we now provide web-based access to as mary
of our senvices as passile.

The remote access scheme, launched last vear, enablas
registered users of the Library to access a growing number
of subscription databases. Databases available through
this scheme include Early English Books Onling = with
over 120 000 full-text books published betwesn 1473

and 1700 - and the digital edition of The Times (London),
1785-1985. Further information on resources is available
at hitp:/library. wellcome.ac.uk/remoteaccess. himi,

These electronic faciities are supplemented by new
scanning senvices that allow copying of previously restricted
rmatenal, which is available in electronic format for users,

Wi continue to develop our three subject gateways, which
provide access to evaluated web resources in the fields of
biomedical sthics, medical history and public engagemsnt
with science. These rescurces are now incorporated within
Intute (wwwiintute.ac.uk), a free online senvice that provides
access o high-quality web resources for education

and ressarch,

UK PubMed Central

During 2006 the Wallcome Library, on behalf of the
Wellcome Trust, worked with a number of other biomedical
research-funding bodies 1o estabish a UK-wide repository,
UK PubMed Central (UKPMC), for biomedical research
papers. UKPMC (hitp:Yukpme.ac.uk) currently provides
access to tha full text of over 700 000 articles, and allows
researchers — funded by the Trust, the Medical Research
Council, Cancer Research UK and others - to deposit
papers accepted for publication in peerreviewed journals.
Cwer the coming years, UKPMC will continue to develop
50 that it becomeas the destination site of choice for the
LIK biomedical nasearch community.

By Robert Kiley, Head of e-Strategy at the Wellcome Library.
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Patterns of use and
statistical trends

Wellcome Library website — page views' Wellcome Library website - unique visitors®
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1 Fage views: hits (o pages on the website,

2 Linicqee vigitors: individuals whao visited ihe website.

3 The fall in visfor figures betwean 2004 and 2006 colncides with the Library's move 10 temponary, and muech smalier accOmmoaaion
during he major refwbishment of its permanent home at 183 Euston Road,

sma Library Annual Review 2006 Patterns of use and statistical trends




Acquisitions during 2006

Archives and Manuscripts

Albinus, Bemhardus (1897-1770), physsologist and anatomist,
Leyden Unhversity. Notes of lactunes on anatomy and physsology,
taken by an unknown English-speaking studant, mid- 18th century.

Alcohol Education Research Council. Administrative papers anc
recors of resaarch funded by AERC grants, 19805-1290s.,

Association for Research into Restricted Growth. Minutes,
nemvsletters, comaspondence, artickes and other papers,
1970819805,

Beale, John (1923-2005), wrologist, Welcome Foundation employes,
Papers, mainly conceming vaccination science, poicy and practice
in regpect of several diseases including AIDS, TB and BSE,
1880520005,

Blackatt family, Morthumiberdand, Culnary and mesdical recipe book,
kate 171h-early 18th ceniury,

Dickingon, Frank (19206-1978), contact lens pioneer. Lectura
noles, conference papers, clinacal jottings, cuttings and pholos,
1850s-1970s.

Jemagan and Arundell families. Letters between vancus family
mambers, including a doctar, discussing personal matiers,
inciuding their health, 1708-20,

Lamey, Dominsgue Jean (1766-1842), Baron Lamay, Surgeon-in-chisf
of the Mapokeonic anmy, Letter to his wife from Moscow, describing
the recani battie of Boreding, 1812 [see page 4).

Lioyd, Jane Margaret, RBhagatt, Denbighshire, Recoed of prescriptions,

incliding some nomeopathic, 1852-1901.

MacKeith, Ronakd (1908-1977), paediatrician with paricular interest
in feeding and special needs, especially carebral palsy. Administrative
gocumeniation, drafts and nobes, and pectonal matenial,
1850519705,

Midcialon, Lt-Col David, RAMG (8. 1840s), Papers on his military
ganvice, especialy in Singapore in charge of Mo. 1 Malay Hospital,
and his subsequent mcarceration in Changi jail during Japanese
occupation, 1939-45,

Falmer, Edean (fl. 1910s-1930s), promoter of birth control, Secratary
of tha Bith Conrol Worldwide group. Colleciion of material on the
gritish and international birth control movements, predominanthy

the acthities of the birth control advocate Edith How-Martyn
(1875-1954), 1915-39.

Pereira, Jonathan, FRS (1804-1853), professor of materia medica.
Comespondence, 1833-50,

Rycroft, Charles (1914-1938), psychoanalyst, Cormaspondenca,
apposntmant dianes, manuscripts and drafis of published and
unpublished works, press cultings and family memorabiia,
mid=kata 20th century,

Winight, Sir Almroth {1861=1947), surgeon. Comaspondencs,
Rapers and phatograghs of Sir Almroth, 1915-49, Addtional acc.
to Wiight pps.

Materials purchased

05/06 04/05
Genaral Collections 2305 ZBET
Rare Books 96 64
Archives and Manuscripts 77 25
Asian Collections B0 285
leonographic Coflections 543 56
Journals and databases 863 908
Science and Society Collaction 996 na
Miscelianaous &4 n'a

Ephemera
Achmartsirsg blatters for: Califormia Syrup of Figs, 1830s; Act-al, 19605

Allen & Hanbury's prass advertising, 1880-90.

Colour irade cards acvertising: Dr. Bronson's Pepsin Tronchies
168008, Wampole's Creo-Terpin, 1930z W & T Kirby & Co.,
manufaciuring chermists, o 1881.

Edwardian magazing insars advartising Pears,
Sunlight & Goodwin's hy soaps.

461 magazine inserts from prolessional medical magazines
in Cuba, Mexico, Argenting and Pary, advertising drugs and
pasdiatric products to a professional medical audencn
betwesn 1840 and 1960,

Fostcards adventising: Peebles Hotel Hydropathic, 1921,
Roval Victona Infikmarny and Bakers cash chamist, both
Mewcastie-on- Tyre, 189105,

Small collection of leaflats, stationery and fundraiging items
redating to opticians and the bling, 1913-52.

Thermodyne anodyne pasier ffor the chast and back) with
packaging, 18205,

lconographic Collections

Bathing, Dr MNorman, atc. Madist propaganda posters covenng
hygeene, child welfare, mmunization, women's rokes, the hesdth
of tactony workers and germ warfare, 1850s-15870s,

Collactions of ithographic printed posters on: AIDS, from Germany,
the USA and The MNatherlands; public health edecation froam

the Crech Republic; and safety in the worlipiacs a5 promoded

Oy the Elceumgolwmnaﬂmllm [Drolassional assnciatons n
Garmany], 1990s.

Drawang of the dream of Saint John Damascensa, the opponant
ol iponoclasm, hawing his severad rghl hand reattachod
Bolognese, 17th century,

Ghodossou, Edck Vidin® Agrih. Set of 22 colour prints oncotten,
usad to train traditional healkers in Wast Africa in genm-theony-Dasacd
medicing, 2000,

Jenichen, Balthasas, Porrad engraving of Paracalsus
comparing Paracatsus's position in medicing 1o Afbrecht
Diirer’s in painting, 1572, —




Acquisitions during 2006

Kiian, Lukas and Wolfgang. Allegoncal porirait of Johannes Heanisiue
[1585-1668), Bavarian plague scholar. Engraving, Augsburg, 1838,

Legard, Miranda. Portrait painting of Dr Helen Muir: biochemist,
Directcr of the Kannedy Institute for Bhewmatology at the West
Lendan Hospital in Hammersmeth (197 7-20j), and Trustes of (he
Wellcome Trust (1982-00), 199010049,

M.AC.T, apatient in Jungian anakysis with the psychoanaiyst
Dr Alan McGlashan, 20 drawings of dreams, ¢.1967-78.

Phatographs of Arthur Radiguat X-raying a patient, Radiguet was

an enthimliastc eary plonear of X-rays. As a result of his axposung
to radiation, ha undenvent several amputations, and afler Tve pasiul
yaars died in 1905, aged 55.

Sharp, Michas! Wilkam. Portraet of Bamamin Jasty, the first known
person o practiza vaccination, O painting, 1805.

Watercolour copies of 11 of the 80 paintings of human anatomy
and matena medica commissionad by the Hagent ot the fifth
Dalai Lama, 1687,

Williams, Charles. Two coloured etchings contrasting tha wise and
healthy Mestyle of Tsar Alexander | of Russia and the unhealtiv
pwerindulgence of his contemporary Geonge, Prince Regent, 1814,

Rare Books

Ailhawd, Jean, Traité de Movigine des maladias ef de Musage da la
poudre purgative. Mvigron, 1751, Fifth-enlargad edition of this popular
work on a miracke of patent medecina, with the signatung of the author
and directions to his shop.

Arfsiofia’s master-piece, or the secrels of ganaralion. London, 1692,
Ancowmous work first published in 1684, All 1 7th-Century editions
ang veny rare (sea page 4).

Antidatan’ Romant Sev De Modo Componandl Meadicamania

Chge sl i vaw, Opos Phamacopols, Meoicisque:.. Al Gregomam
XW. Rome, 1583, First edition of tha firs! Roman phammacopoeia

n a contemponany Bénding with the armns of Cardinal Fippo
Buoncompadgni (1548=1586), nephew o the dechcates,

Fope Gregony AN

Collection of 22 bound volumes of pamphists containing 215 printed
and manuscript fems fomead in the middle of 1ha 18th century by 8
prormanant French provincial phwvsician and philosopher. Jean Eousial
(1B30-1777) was a pinysician at Bézers, a member of the Montpedier
and Bordeaux academeas, and a corresponding member of the
Acacddna Royabe in Pans.

Viotti, Bartctommeo, De Demongtratona s quingue. Parss, 1560,
This copy has the ownenship sgnature and ManuSCcrER! NoEs
of John Dee (1627-1604), the English ibrarian (see pages B-8).

Drebbel, Comelius. Bn kurtzer Tractal van der Nalur gar Elemantan,
Frankdurt, 1628. Exiremety rare third augmented edition of Drebbels
alchemical ireatise on the interaction and transmutation of the
glaments and thair metecrologcal affacts.

Ein newe badendant. Sirasbourg. ¢.1540. The anommaols. author
distusses the most mportant aspacts of bathng nciudng
bloodistiing, pungatives, the use of baths in curing kidney stones,
lameness and many oiher alments, as well as in the presenvation
of good healtth. The work i particulary notewontiy for the two
siriking full-page woodcuts Bustrating bloodietting,

Acquisitions durng 2006

Leigh, Edward (1608-1671). Critica sacra. London, 1650
This copy has the ownership ssgnature and manuscrpt noles
of Thomas Vaughan (1622-1666), the English alchemist and poat.

Béssin, Eucharius. The birth of mankynice, othanyse named
the womans booke. Newly sel forth, comected, and augmanted,

.[Transiated by] Thomas Reynalde Phisition. London, ©.1565.
Includes a folded sheat with ning anatomical figuras and two
lesves of birth figures. With confemporany annotations and ater
ones by a 19th-cenfury practitioner, Sir Edhwand Burmowes Sinclax
{1824=1882), Professor of Midwifery a1 Trinity Colege Dulbln
from 1867

Sperelli, Andrea, Vinu delloglio confra peste, o sf fa ognl anno

per Flustrssima commuanita of Ferrara, Ferrara, 1630, A rare booklet
containing instructions for the wse of a spacial of against the plague
and wsed as an antidate for polsons, insect bites and numercus other
matadies, including spider and sconpion bites, mushroom poesoning,
kidney siones, poisoned weapon wounds, intestinal worms and al
kincls of fevers.

Tableaux interrogatifs, Ou Nowvele Methode D 'ensegner I'art des
accouchamens aux Seges-Femmes dela Campagra. Bourg, ¢ 1820,
Ar unusual seres of nine broadsides prasenting "a new méethod of
teaching obstetrics to the midwives of the countryside”. In a senes

of 775 questions, the topics range from conception 1o delvary, with
detaed quastioning in particular on the pehvis, the utenss, and tha
presentation of the fetus.

Asian Collections

Shams al-Ma"arif wa lafa i - Awaril, A treatse on the secret
of latters and thesr significance in magc. The manuscript copy
comes from Turkey and dates from the 18th or 19th cantury.

It Iz written i a neal naskh soript, with drawings: and disgrams
in e mangns, and the text is annotated by a later hand

(seg pages 10-12).

Moving Image and Sound Collections

40 Herme (fitm, widao, sound) donated from Monica Brthon's Colleclion
on thi subject of anassthesia. Tha Monica Britton Medical History
Collaction was based ai Frenchay Hospital, Bristol, but is now closed,
The collection was founded in 1885 by a generous donation from

the late hr J Britton in memory of his wile, who cama fiom a medesal
family and was extremaly intarested in education, The collection
included a wide spactrum of sungical, medical, anapsthetic,
raciological and pharmaceutical artefacts, together with books,
calalogues and phatographs.
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Staff at 31 December 2006

Frances Morton

Head of Librany

Tracey Wickham

Project Manager — Library Migration
Tracy Tilotson

Library Administrator

Access and Stewardship
Bridget Kinally
Head

Eleanor Lanyon

Library Outreach Officer

Julia Nurse

Curatovial Liaison

Micola Flaming

Tamporary Curatonal Assistan
Praservation and Conservation
Caroline Checkley-Scott
Sanior Consanvalor

Lara Artemis

Consenatar

Stefania Signorella
Conservator (on matemity leawe)

Amy Junker Heslip
Conservator (matemity ave cover)

Moving Image and Sound Collections

Angela Sawand
Curatos

Ruth Blua
Assistant Cusator

Wellcome Images
Catherine Draycott
Haad

Jennifer Whiting

Ficture Editor, Biomedical
Caroline Morley

Picture Rasearchr
Venita Paul

Senior Picture Resaarchar
Clive Cowand

Piciure Rasearcher

Anna Smith

Picture Resaarchar

Chris Carter

Sanier Photographer
David Sayer
Photographer

Richard Everett

Digital Imaging Manager
Laune Auchterlonie
Imaging Systems Support Technician

Collection Management
Zina Sabovic

Hoad

Paul Davey

Cataloguing Sanvices Manager
Anna Anstead

Asssstant Libranan (Calaloguing)
Stephen Lowther

Aszistant Librarian (Cataloguing)
Branwen Lloyd-Evans
Azsistant Librarian (Cataloguing)
Robert Wyburn

Agzsistant Libraran (Cataloguingl
Yasmin Bokhari

Acquisitions Team Leacder
Moira Furber

Assistant Librardan (Aoquesitions)
Rosemarie Nief

Assstant Libranan (Acquisitions)
Victoria Sinclair

Asgistant Libranan (Acquisitionsa)
e-Strategy

Robart Kiley

Head

Margaret Savage-Jones
Library Systems Adminsirator
Alison Henning

Library Systems Officer

Matalie Pollecutt

Library Systams Ofices

Dave Thompson

Digital Curator

Andy Hamis

Project Manager, UK Pubmed Central

Research and Special
Collections

Julia Sheppard

Head

Archives and Manuscripts
Richard Aspin

Head

Leshey Hall

Senicr Archivist
Christopher Hilton
Sanior Archivist

Amanda Engineer
Archivist

Helen Wakely

Archivist

Matale Walters

Archivist

Ross Macfardane
Progact Archivist/Manager
Chris Beckatt

Assistant Projact Archivist

Rare Books

Julianne Simpson
Rare Books Libvarian

Asian Collections
Mikolai Serikoff
Asian Callections Librarian

leonographic Collections
William Schupbach
Izarographic Collactions Libeanan
User Services

Wendy Fish

Head

Reader Services

Alice Ford-Smith

Agzsistant Librarian

Phoabs Harkins

Assistant Librarian

Douglas Knock

Assistant Librasian

Jette Niclsen

Assistant Librarian

Danny Reas

Liyrary Asssiant

Simon Jones

Library Support Sendces Manager
Edward Bishop

Assistant, Library Services
Klif Fuller

Azsrstant, Librany Sanvicas
Michael Jackson

Agsistand, Library Services
Eimear McBride

Asgsistant, Library Sarvces
Damian Nicolaou

Azzistant, Library Serdces
Jim Willlamson

Assigtant, Library Senvices
Jderemy Fowell

Asssstant, Library Services
Elizabeth Graham
intormation Service Manager
Louise Simon

Enfarrnatson Officer

{Public Understanding of Science)
Simon Warburton

Information Officer (Biomedcal Ethies)
Amelia Walker

Semior Information Assistant
Rebecca Ong

Library Assistant (Traings)

Daborah Leem

Saturday Assistant

Noshean Khan
Satunclay Assistam
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Library Advisory Committee

Membership at December 2006

Jan Wilkinson Paul Ayris Mick Hopwood

Head of Higher Education, Head, University College London Library Semics Lecturer, Depaniment of History

Biritish Librany (Chair) Anne Fleming and Philosophny of Soence.

Frances Norton Freatance Consultant, formerdy British University of Cambridgs

Haad, Wallcorma Librasy LUniversities Fim and Video Council Clare Matterson

Edward Walker-Arnott Anne Hardy Head of Medicine, Society and History

Gewarmor, Wellcome Trust Deputy Director, Wellcomea Trust Cantre Welicome Trust

Mark Walport for the History of Medicine at LICL Anthony Woods

Dereclon, YWeBoorme Trust Head of Madical Humanities,
Wellcoma Trust

Contacts and visiting

Wellcome Library
Part of Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Boad London NW1 2BE

Library enguiries Weallcome Images

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722 T +44 (0)20 7611 8348

F +44 (0120 7611 8388 E images@wellcome.ac.uk

E library@wellcome.ac.uk http://fimages.wellcome.ac.uk
http:/flibrary.wellcome.ac.uk

hMaore contacts at hitpi/flibrary. wellcome.ac.ukfcontact.hitml,

;‘ i Wellcome Library
f ; 5 for the History
and Uncerstanding
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WELE O STPEET
EVEREHOLT STRITT
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e

TETTERMHAL COURT ROAL
GERYER STREET

Library Raception is on tha second floor,

Opening hours

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays 10,00 to 18.00
Tuesdays and Thursdays 10.00 1o 20.00
Saturdays 10.00 to 16.00

% Euston, St Pancras, King's Cross
© Euston, Euston Square, Warren Street, King's Cross
For detailed travel information visst wwwitl.gowv.uk.

Closures

The Library is closed on bank holiday weekends, batweean
Chrisimas and the Mew ear, and for one week dunng he
summer vacation. Updates on forthcoming closures can
be found at http/ibrany. wellcome.ac.uk/openinghours.

Contacts and visiling










