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PREFACE

i,

Section 13 of the Local Government Act, 1929 (since repealed and re-enacted as
Section 182 of the Public Health Act, 1936), placed a statutory obligation upon Local
Authorities to consult with representatives of the Voluntary Hospitals with regard to the
provision of hospital accommodation generally, which suggested that hospital services
should before long cease to have the sharp division as between voluntary and rate-aided
establishments and that, in the future, all hospitals should operate as one common provision
for the benefit of the populace at large.

Prior and subsequent to the passing of the Local Government Act, 1929, which
provided “ that the council of every county and county borough shall, when making
provision for hospital accommodation in discharge of the functions transferred to them
under this Act, consult such committee or other body as they consider to represent both
the governing bodies and the medical and surgical staffs of the Voluntary Hospitals
providing services in or for the benefit of the county or county borough as to the accom-
modation to be provided and as to the purposes for which it is to be used,”” both
conferences and co-operative action had taken place between the Manchester Corporation
and certain of the Manchester Voluntary Hospitals, but, in March, 1935, a proposal for
the formation of a body, permanent in its constitution but acting in an advisory capacity,
which would ensure a measure of co-operation and co-ordination far greater than that
required by Section 13 of the Local Government Act, was approved. This bedy was to
be representative of the City Council, the Voluntary Hospitals Council, and the University
and when consulted could, as a single governing body entrusted with the policy of hospital
provision, both as regards quantity and type, whilst preserving the independence of the
particular hospital concerned, advise any of the constituent hospital authorities as to the
proper co-ordination of hospital services or on other matters or projects which required
impartial decisions in the best interests of the hospitals in the city viewed as a whole.

Consequently, the Manchester Joint Hospitals Advisory Board came into being,
the first meeting being held on the 28th October, 1935. In September, 1941, it was felt
that the scope of the Board should be widened so as to bring within its orbit districts
beyond the boundaries of Manchester, and on the 19th May, 1942, the final meeting of the
Board was held, after performing much useful work to further the co-ordination of all the
hospital and ancillary services in Manchester.

In the meantime, consultations had taken place with the Local Authorities of Salford
and Stretford and with representatives of the Salford Royal Hoespital, all of whom readily
agreed to become constituent members of the new Joint Board. On the 11th August,
1942, the inaugural meeting of the present Manchester, Salford, and Stretford Joint
Hospitals Advisory Board was held. The constitution which was then adopted is. still
in operation and a copy is set out in pages 6 to 8 to the Annual Report.
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connected with the proposal. The Executive Committee have authorised arrangements
to be made for a survey of existing child health services and for consulting such authorities
as may be deemed desirable, with a view to collating all the information which may be of
assistance to the Board in considering the setting up of such an Institute and Chair. A
questionnaire has been issued to all appropriate bodies and the replies are now in the
hands of the Medical Officers of Manchester, Salford, and Stretford, who are tabulating
them prior to their consideration. The Executive Committee, therefore, are not yet in
a position to make recommendations.

Newurological Inslitute.

At a meeting of the Board, held on the 11th December, 1942, a memorandum was
received from the Manchester Royal Infirmary, containing proposals for the formation
of a Neurological Institute to serve the Manchester region and the wider area over which
the influence of Manchester now exists or may exist in the future. The Board have
expressed the opinion that there is a need for such an Institute and have requested the
Executive Committee to give further detailed consideration to the proposals contained
in the memorandum. The Executive Committee are, accordingly, considering the matter.
They have requested the Medical Officer of Health for Manchester to make certain enquiries
on their behalf and are now awaiting the consequent report.

University Medical Cenire.

A further question which has been considered is a propesal that the island site
bounded by Oxford Road, High Street, Upper Brook Street, and Nelson Street (part of
which is at present occupied by the Manchester Royal Infirmary, St. Mary's Hospital,
the Manchester University, and the Manchester Royal Eye Hospital) should be zoned as
a future Medical Centre which should provide for teaching, research, and the treatment
of every kind of disease.

The Joint Board have expressed the opinion that, in view of the situation of the
Manchester Royal Infirmary and the University, it is highly desirable that the develop-
ment of an area in the locality of these institutions which might be required in connection
with any post-war hospital and public health development should not be prejudiced and,
whilst they do not feel they are in a position at present to express any views as to the extent
of the area which might be required for any such development or, in fact, to the nature
of the services to be provided, they are of the opinion that an area should be zoned for
hospital and allied purposes. They have, therefore, recommended that the Manchester
Royal Infirmary should forward their memorandum to the Planning Authority of the
City, with a recommendation that an area should be zoned for hospital and allied purposes
in the provisional plan which they understand is being prepared, so that development
prejudicial to health interests should, so far as possible, be prevented. The Board of the
Royal Infirmary have made the application, which has been approved in principle by the
City Council and will be taken into account in the provisional schemes which are in
course of preparation in connection with the re-planning of the City.
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