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Foreword

Topay we should be returning to normality; but,
instead of the quiet normal progress which we had antici-
pated, we find ourselves—in company with the rest of
the nation —hedged round with restrictions, and obstacles,
unforeseen in those far-off, happy pre-war days. Sheets,
towels, repairs, decorations, replacements of every kind,
have either disappeared from our markets, or else soared
to price heights of fantastic dimensions. Where we had
hoped to have expanded and increased our work, with-
out undue demands upon the Hospital exchequer, we
now find ourselves forced to appeal to your generosity,
although we know how great are the many domestic
demands upon yvour purse. The demands too, are heavy
upon our aid —there will always be sick children, however
‘organised’ and ‘planned’ the Brave New World may be
—and sick children make an appeal which for most of us,
[ think that I may write for all of us, is irresistible. On
that note I will conclude this brief foreword. May the
children speak to you themselves —they have no need for

(ot

any words of mine!




ANNUAL REPORT

Tue Invalid and Crippled Children’s Society has much
pleasure in submitting the Annual Report of its work
done during 1946. It again desires to offer sincere thanks
to its many friends and subscribers as well as to its Surgical
and Medical Staff, including Dr. Eva Morton, the
Honorary Sunlight P]l}’-}lﬂldl‘l We are again indebted to
Mr. Ryland of the Saint Club, for his continued interest
and support, and above all to King Edward’s Hospital
Fund for London for their unfailing help.

The Hospital is slowly regaining ground after its closure
during the war years—we have an efficient, sympathetic
and hard-working staff, including the nursing staff,
co-operating under the guidance of Matron Miss M.
Foste. A Resident Medical Officer has been appointed,
Dr. Mary Shaw M.B.B.S., whom we welcome. Already it
has been possible for a number of casualties to be admitted
—we wish more local practitioners would avail themselves
of our beds for their sick child patients and thus increase
her and our general usefulness.

The Society has appointed a Matron, Miss F. Stone, to
be in charge of the Sunshine Home, Shoeburyness. We
are looking forward to reopening soon but necessary
repair work after its occupation by troops during the war
is taking time with all the problems of shortage of mate-
rials. Much of the furniture was lent to W.V.S. in Cam-
bridgeshire for the use of evacuated children and must now
be renovated or restored, as must the linen and stocks of
children’s clothing. It 1s difficult and expensive but must
be done if we are to help back to complete health the
many children on our waiting list. May we in conclusion
appeal once again to our friends for their continued
interest and support in all branches of the Society’s work
done in the Hospital and the Sunshine Home.

Epitu M. MiLLNsS
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