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THE PRESIDENT'S REPORT

ESF? Should we in ESF say that we have
done our job and now go into graceful
retirement? The research budgets of
member countries have been squeezed
and they look very carefully and critically
at expenditures outside domestic
priorities. It is natural for them to ask,
therefore, whether they need and can
afford the ESF as well as the programmes
of the Commission.

One doesn’t have to think long about the
implication of saying “ves™ to this
question — should we go into retirement —
to realise that it would be quite the wrong
thing to do. Consider my own home
organisation, a British Research Council.
Should it really - in the Europe of 1994 —
say that it has no common interest and
common policies which it wants to
develop with sister Research Councils in
France, Germany, ltaly, Spain,
Netherlands, Greece, Sweden,
Switzerland, Poland, Hungary and so on?
That the British Research community in
planning its own programme at home
should not be taking account of what
other Europeans are doing elsewhere? Or
that we should not take a neighbourly
interest and offer our co-operation to
organisations in other countries, whether
still developing scientifically or operating
at the level of maturity, as they plan to be
effective and excellent in today’s
competitive world? Obviously not! The
new job description for ESF is to help
member organisations to link up and be
positive to this challenge.

While we applaud and encourage the role
of the Commission in co-ordinating
research collaboration in association with
the Central Institutions of the European
Union — the Council of Ministers and the
European Parliament — ESF also has a
part to play through the organisations in
member states which by definition are
outside those central institutions but must

relate to them. The full development of
European potential requires not only the
activities of the Commission working
from the centre outwards, but others such
as ESF working from the outside inwards.

The development of European Science is
therefore so important that there is surely
room for more than one body especially if
relationships between them can be
complementary and symbiotic. But the
Commission, ESTA and ESF are by no
means the only players in this game.
Other bodies have also been formed in
response to the important need to
represent the voice of science in Europe.
What are to be the relationships and
divisions of responsibility between them?
We acknowledge the Academia Europaea,
of which Professor Hubert Curien is the
new President. and the Association of
European Academies (ALLEA), whose
President, Professor Paul Germain we
were pleased to have with us at the
Assembly. We join with both these bodies
in valuing and honouring excellence and
achievement in science and humanities.
The Board of ESF meets annually with
the President and Vice-Presidents of the
Academia Europaea. The Secretary
General and I attended the meeting of
ALLEA in Paris in March 1994, which 1
was honoured to be invited to address.
Also, the European Rectors Conference,
of which Professor Seidel who
participated in our Assembly discussion is
a Past President, and whom we join in
honouring education and scholarship.
Last but not least is EuroHORCs — the
European Union Heads of Research
Councils which. like ESF, is a coming
together of research funding
organisations. | am happy to report that,
at a EuroHORCs meeting in November
1994 in Madrid to which the Secretary
General and | were invited, ESF and
EuroHORCs arrived at a very good plan
for future working relationships. It was



























SOCIAL SCIENCES

and the results showed considerable
diversity of advice on choices of priority
research topics for European-level
analysis. The SCSS agreed that the
responses should be grouped within a few
broad research headings, which would
form the basis of a “call for proposals™
under the exploratory grant scheme.
Selection of the broad research headings
was governed by the following criteria:
Firstly, the focus of the topics should be
of a basic research nature which would
invite innovative approaches on the
theoretical and methodological levels.
Secondly, the choice and profile of the
topics should be distinguishable from
those selected within the European
Commission's Fourth Framework
Programme and COST programmes,
which would be led largely by policy
related issues. Thirdly, the new responsive
mode exploratory grant scheme should
not include research topics currently
being pursued as potental strategic, pro-
active, SCSS scientific programmes (see
para. 4.2 below). An analysis of the
questionnaires was undertaken to identify
research priorities on which there was a
consensus amongst Member
Organisations. In particular, the “call for
proposals”™ will invite applications in the
following three broad topic areas:

I European economic performance:
employment, market integration and
regional economic development;

2 European institution-building:
governability, legitimacy and the role of
national and regional governments;

3 New family and household patterns:
gender roles and generational change.
The new scheme will be introduced on a
“pilot” basis in 1995 and the call for
proposals will be disseminated through
Member Organisations.

4.2 Strategic Scientific Programmes
The SCSS is currently giving priority to
the following topics in its pro-active role.

It is felt that this pro-active approach
should aim to produce interdisciplinary
research initiatives meriting stimulation
and cooperation between existing national
research efforts from both within the
social sciences and across the disciplinary
boundaries to other ESF Standing
Committees.
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(i) Health and Health Care

On 12 September 1994, the European
Medical Research Councils (EMRC) and
the SCSS held a small brainstorming
meeting involving prominent researchers
drawn equally from the medical and
social sciences, to consider research
topics of prime importance for
interdisciplinary collaboration. The
meeting aimed to prepare the ground for a
series of workshops designed to develop
research projects for European-level
funding. Both EMRC and SCSS prepared
broad “statements of interest” on the
potential for interdisciplinary
collaboration, and these statements
provided the basis for the debate at the
September meeting.

The SCSS statement of interest
emphasises that the concepts of health
and disease are as much social
constructions as medically defined
conditions. From a social science
perspective, it can be argued that concepts
of health and disease constitute interesting
avenues to the study of any society. For
example, ideas and attitudes regarding
health and health care can serve as
markers of social development and social
organisation, and the level of expenditure
on health care is a good index of
economic development. The distribution
of indicators of ill health across social
strata is an important descriptive statistic
of the society in question. However, the
interest in health issues in social science
is not restricted to this aggregate level,
but also extends to the importance of
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programmes and projects at the European
level to facilitate networking initiatives
between the various teams, and generally
to create a regular forum for dialogue on
research directions and the cross-
fertilisation of ideas.

The overall research theme Tackling
Environmental Resource Management
(TERM programme) is proposed and
encompasses the current range of research
topics covered by national programmes
and projects. The TERM programme
would offer fixed calendar events over a
three/four-year period which could take
the form of summer institutes, workshops
focusing on debates with invited policy-
makers, and debates on interdisciplinary
issues with the natural sciences. Some
emphasis would be placed on providing a
forum for young researchers (PhD and
post-doctoral) to present and debate their
work in a European context and thereby
provide important linkage between
research and training in a field in which
there is a clear need for the next
generation of researchers to adopt an
international “trans-boundary™ perspective.

In Spring 1995 the SCSS, hosted by
Dutch Member Organisations, will
convene a consultative workshop with
leading social scientists conducting the
relevant national programmes in order to
discuss common research interests and the
scope of the new initiative. The SCSS has
approved the report of a planning meeting
held on 9 September 1994 at the Royal
Netherlands Academy of Arts and
Sciences, Amsterdam, which provides the
framework for the consultative workshop
and the TERM programme. The SCSS has
recommended to Member Organisations
that the unspent balance from the ESS
programme be allocated to these new
activities from 1995 onwards.

(iii) Research Cooperation in the Social
Sciences between Western and Central/

Eastern Ewropean couniries on the theme
“Transformation to Democracy”. In 1993
the SCSS convened a consultative
meeting with representatives of Member
Organisations to take an overview of
present bilateral arrangements and new
initiatives and the main research topics
and projects covered by these initiatives,
and to discuss the scope for the SCSS to
provide a wider European framework of
research cooperation that would be
complementary to Member Organisations’
activities. The meeting report identified
the need for the development of linkage
between researchers to discuss the
experiences and lessons of their
collaborative projects and recommended
that ESF/SCSS was well placed to
perform this valuable role.

Acting upon the report’s
recommendations, a workshop will be
held in Spring 1995, hosted by the Polish
Academy of Sciences’ Institute of
Political Studies, Warsaw. The purpose of
the workshop will be to provide a
European forum in which to discuss the
various models of collaboration in order
to identify “best practices” and possible
sub-topics for future multlateral
comparative projects. The workshop will
be limited to a maximum of 24
researchers and the main criterion for
their selection will be their prominent
involvement in relevant research projects
funded by Member Organisations on the
overall theme of “Transformation to
Democracy”. Participants from the new
ESF scientific network on Secial
Transformations in Central and Eastern
Europe will also be involved in this
initiative.

Five years have elapsed since the historic
collapse of Central and Eastern European
communist systems and many teams of
researchers have been studying the
processes of transformation in the various
countries. The SCSS holds the view that it
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STANDING COMMITTEES

would be timely to take a strategic
initiative on behalf of ESF Member
Orgamsations, in order to compare results
and methodologies of the projects
undertaken and to make a diagnosis of
future research needs.

(iv) Nationalism, Ethnic Conflict and
Conceptions of Citizenship

The SCSS is supporting a workshop on
the above topic to be held at the European
Research Centre on Migration and Ethnic
Relations, University of Utrecht,
Netherlands, on 24-25 November 1994,
The aim of the workshop is to define
research themes, theories and
methodological approaches, with a view
to developing a collaborative research
programme. The workshop will discuss
research directions appropriate to
addressing the following social
phenomena:

(i) to determine the intensity of
nationalist feelings among the populations
of Eastern European countries compared
to countries from Western Europe:

(11) to measure the incidence of
nationalist feelings among the populations
and their occurrence in terms of regional
differences, age structure, degree of
urbanmisation, level of education,
religious denomination and political
affiliation;

(1i1) to determine the coincidence of
nationalism with negative attitudes
towards other nationalities and ethnic
minorities:

{(iv) to determine which are the social
factors conducive to nationalist feelings,
negative attitudes to ethnic minorities and
which factors reinforce willingness to
support or participate in nationalist
organisations; and

(v) to relate nationalism and negative
attitudes towards ethnic minorities (o
concepts of democracy and citizenship in
Western and Eastern Europe.

The SCSS is interested in the
recommendations of the workshop in
terms of the feasibility of a social survey
and other social science approaches
designed to produce valuable scientific
results and insights into these important
topics in contemporary European affairs.

The above four strategic scientific
programme activities obviously cannot be
tackled simultaneously. Some are at a
more advanced stage of development than
others, and once given SCSS approval
they are, of course, subject to final
consideration by Member Organisations
under the normal & la carte contribution
procedure. Therefore, they will be taken
forward in a phased manner in order to
take account of the overall size of the
portfolio of SCSS a la carte activities and
of the need to keep within the financial
resources available from Member
Organisations.

4.3 Priority Policy Issue: Social Science
Databases

The SCSS also wishes 1o address policy
issues that are of central importance to the
development of the necessary
infrastructure for European social science
research. The SCSS intends to focus as a
priority on presenting the case for the
development of integrated social science
data for European comparative research.
The creation of European social science
databases will meet the equivalent need
for the social scientist that the “large-scale
facility” does for the natural scientist.
Such European databases, however, will
not need to be based in new, physical
centres, but could be made available to
the research community through existing
facilities, national data archives and
European agencies such as Eurostat.
Social scientists need comparative data
for hypothesis testing and measurement
of European socio-economic phenomena
and trends. At present, it is commonly
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acknowledged that Europe is data rich at
the national level, but that the European
database is not well integrated for several
reasons. Clearly, this issue represents a
long-term task which will involve action
and investment on many levels and by
many agencies.

For its part, the SCSS proposes to take
twao initiatives that can draw upon the
experience of its own scientific
programmes, 1.e. Beliefs in Government
(BiG), Regional and Urban Restructuring
in Europe (RURE), and GISDATA, and of
its commissioned reports (1991 and 1993)
prepared for the European Commission
(DGXII) on social sciences in the context
of the Framework Programmes.

(i) A European Social Survey

The SCSS has decided to establish an
“expert group” to conduct a feasibility
study on the scope for the establishment
of a European Social Survey as a social
science database. The expert group would
prepare a set of recommendations tor
consideration by ESF Member
Organisations. The survey might be
conducted, for example. in collaboration
with the European Commission's
Eurobarometer survey and could provide
systematic and regular data on topics of
major interest to the European social
science community. Such a survey might
be funded jointly by the European
Commission and a consortium of national
funding agencies (i.e. ESF Member
Organisations). The expert group will be
concerned to identify procedures for
ensuring that the surveys, their design and
analysis are scientifically sound and
conducted by qualified research teams. The
expert group, chaired by SCSS member,
Professor Max Kaase (Berlin, Germany)
will complete its work over twelve months.

(i) European Urban Data Workshops
With the increasing growth and

concentration of populations in cities, the
centrality of urban social and economic
problems to contemporary societies has
become more marked. This is reflected in
public concern over the deterioration of
the quality of life in the urban
environment and the polarisation and
marginalisation of weaker sections of the
urban population, currently expressed in
the political debate on “social exclusion™.
Research experience, including that of
ESF scientific programmes RURE and
NECTAR, has demonstrated that the
current dynamics of economic change are
deeply affecting the European urban
landscape. Basically, the changes involve
modifications in the economy derived
from innovations in communications and
transport and the greater mobility of
capital, commodities and individuals.
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A few months ago, the SCSS held a
brainstorming workshop which pooled
expertise from ESF and other research
activities to discuss these new dynamics
of urban change with the aim of
establishing a European framework for
the future interdisciplinary development
of urban research, The SCSS5 has
concluded that an appropriate basic
research role for the ESF should be to
prepare the ground for further empirical
analyses of these changes using large
databases. A first step should be to
organise a small series of “Urban data
confrontation workshops™ which would
be focused towards demonstrating
practical results. The aim of the
workshops would be to identify the
possible levels at which data analyses
across Europe could be performed.
Invited participants should be limited to
researchers with access to large databases
who have extensive experience of urban
data analysis. The workshop series would,
therefore, build upon the collective
experience of completed research projects
which had already identified the type of












STANDING COMMITTEE FOR THE
HUMANITIES (SCH)

1 Imtroduction

The Standing Committee for the
Humanities of the European Science
Foundation is the platform that represents
the strategic and scholarly interests of the
Human Sciences in Europe. The
Committee is composed of more than
twenty scholars, including observers from
Israel and the US, and sees as its main
task the independent scientific evaluation
of collaborative research proposals
emanating from the scholarly community.
Besides this responsive task. the
Committee also has a pro-active function
in the identification of priority research
areas. The Committee wishes to play an
integrative and co-ordinating role by
creating linkages between research
communities which in the humanities are
often small and fragmented.

The Standing Committee for the
Humanities is aware that the ESF is the
only European agency where the
Humanities have a place next to the other
sciences and where European Humanities
projects are reviewed. developed and
subsequently operated. From a European
perspective, the Humanities are in a
vulnerable position. There is no
overarching Humanities policy and not
(vet) a co-ordinated lobby for stronger
international support of fundamental
research in the humanities. Such a policy
becomes the more urgent in the light of
developments in other disciplinary areas,
which do receive support from the
European Union (DG XII). At present DG
XII support is open to some areas in the
field of - mainly applied - linguistic
research, It is, in the view of the
Committee, a fundamental mistake to
exclude all other fields of humanistic
enquiry from the support to science if

HUMANITIES

science is thought to contribute to a
stronger, unified Europe. Given the poor
prospects for humanities disciplines in the
fourth Framework Programme of the
European Commission, the Committee
considers it all the more important for the
ESF Standing Committee for the
Humanities to be heard as the voice of the
Human Sciences in Europe and to
continue pleading for a more prominent
place for the Humanities in the scientific
landscape. The ESF has 15 years of
experience in the development and
management of humanities projects on a
European basis. Experience has
demonstrated that the results of this work
can bring considerable extra value and
that there is ample scope for further
collaborative work.
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2 The impact of the Strategic Reappraisal

At its meeting in 1993, the ESF General
Assembly reached a broad general
agreement on the direction ESF activity
should take in the coming years. The final
report of the reappraisal of ESF’s
Strategic Mission presents a list of
recommendations, which were adopted by
the General Assembly. The main
recommendations were the following:
ESF should adapt a more strategic
viewpoint; ESF should continue with s
present modes of scientific activity, but
activities should in future be more closely
linked to ESF’s strategic role; ESF's
Standing Committees should play a more
prominent role in the affairs of the ESF;
Membership of the Standing Committees
and of the Executive Council should
involve closer liaison with Member
Organisations; ESF will develop a
strategic dialogue with the CEC.

In accordance with the wish of the ESF
Member Organisations to strengthen the
role of the Standing Committees, the

Standing Committee for the Humanities






4 Priority Scientific Activities

Setting the humanities” agenda

Setting the agenda for ESF activities in
the humanities is a procedure that has to
take into account a range of different
factors that influence its outcome. First
and foremost there is the valuable
experience of the projects the Humanities
Committee has developed in the past
and brought to a conclusion so far.
Second, there is a constantly shifting
emphasis on topics of direct relevance
to present-day society on the one hand,
and on the need to extend analysis to
more remote cultural periods and the
longue durée on the other hand. Thirdly,
also the aspect of subsidiarity, or doing
only things complementary to what is
being done at the national level and
leaving everything else to the national
circuits, is a flexible and changing
criterion, that is viewed differently in
European countries. Accordingly, the
best route to follow seems to be, on the
one hand. building on past experience
and maintaining a certain continuity in
the choice and development of
activities; on the other hand. exploiting
the flexibility of ESF procedure and
introduce new areas of priority. of course
on the same basic principal criteria as
high quality and interest on the part of a
majority of Member Organisations. The
Humanities Committee would like to
keep the possibility to react
spontaneously to good proposals from
the academic world (bottom-up) as well
as provide a framework with criteria for
new aclivities that the Standing
Committee will develop with the
support of the Member Organisations,
but which are more clearly directed
(top-down). The following paragraphs
address the scope of ESF humanities
work in some more detail. and describe
how the SCH sees its essential task in
the coming five years.

HUMANITIES

Earlier activities

In the course of its earlier activities, the
SCH developed a view on the priorities of
research in the humanities at the
European level. Programmes and
Networks on Government and Non-
dominant Ethnic Groups, Origins of the
Modern Srate in Europe, Language
Typology, Classical Tradition in the
Middle Ages and Renaissance,
Palaeolithic Occupation of Europe,
Concepts and Svmbols in 18th Century
Europe, all reflect a common search to
define the essential characteristics of
European civilisation. They are all in
some way concerned with questions of
identity, transcending national boundaries
and time periods.
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Dialogue with other cultures

Typical for Europe, for its identity and for
European scholarship is its traditional
openness to explorations of and to
influences from other civilisations. In this
respect, the activities History of the
European Expansion, Individual and
Society in the Mediterranean Muslim
World and Asian Studies all fall in the
category of Europe’s dialogue with other
culres. Coherence of choices and the
attempt to build up a well-balanced
portfolio of humanities activities has thus
been a concern in the SCH for several
years; the agenda for the coming five
years can build on this tradition.

Subsidiarity

Apart from the general concern with the
characteristics of truly European
civilisation in its dialogue with other
civilisations, there are other requirements
determining the priority of some
particular fields of research in the
humanities. Research sponsored by ESF
should be subsidiary to activities and
priorities of the ESF Member
Organisations. Only in this way, can ESF
play its co-ordinating and complementary






period, key issues have been disciplinarity
and multidisciplinarity, comparative
studies, humanities and computing. and
the dialogue between human and natural
sciences. This has proved to be a useful
basis for the selection of ESF activities
and will, in a sense, continue to be so.
The new and more ‘strategic’ direction
which is now taken by the organisation as
a whole, however, warrants a more
explicit definition of priority areas.

Circulation of persons and cultural goods
Actual political problems are deeply
rooted in European history, given the
great cultural variety which constitutes its
hallmark. From this perspective, no
correct understanding of actual problems
can be reached without consideration of
the historical and cultural dimensions. It
is an essential task of the Humanities to
demonstrate that the circulation of
persons, goods and knowledge has been a
common feature throughout European
history. Languages, churches, as well as
economic systems crossed political
boundaries for nearly two millennia,
giving rise to various complex patterns of
interaction. Elites were always mobile
and linked their cultural consumption
from Portugal to Russia. Their dialogue
with the great variety of local and
regional cultures remains one of the most
fascinating phenomena through which
national identities were created through
the centuries. On the other hand. various
popular cultures equally displayed an
intensive interaction between regions and
social classes. The analysis of the ongoing
process of cultural exchange needs to
encompass all forms of expression to detect
their meaning and functions. Contributions
are expected from comparative literature,
history of the arts and architecture,
disciplines which have been under-
represented in ESF activities until now,
without however limiting the scope to
*high” culture, as has often been the case.

HUMANITIES

Messages and effects of mass media

As a prime mission of the Humanities, a
focus on common European cultural
phenomena remains central. Such issues
can be addressed in many ways. Its
implementation may vary from the study
of the role of religions, to that of literature
and the arts. Cultural transmission
between linguistic areas, different social
strata and media, may become a field of
fruittul international research. The Standing
Committee forthe Social Sciences will
address this field. The Standing Committee
for the Humanities, from its own
disciplinary perspectives, intends to
collaborate on this issue and could. for
instance, contribute to a study of the
construction of ‘imagined communities’
(nationalisms) by examining the problem
of the impact of the mass media on
changing cultural patterns and political
behaviour. This would include the impact
of new forms of communication such as
those introduced by electronic consumer
applications. The analysis would involve,
e.2., the study of texts and visual
representations and would also entail the
(historical) study of intended publics.
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Teaching of a European history

The Standing Committee also wishes to
address the problem of the teaching of an
integrated, pluralistic European history.
The problem is whether it is necessary or
even possible to overcome the evident
national biases in the existing teaching
{and research) traditions, and how to
avoid a meta-nationalistic ‘integrated
European history’. Given the impact the
teaching of history and languages has
exercised since the last century on the
emergence of a national self-
consciousness, this item seems to be of
primary importance.

Multi-cultural societies and linguistic
nultiplicity
The diversity of languages, political
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systems, life styles, identities and value
systems forms a basic feature of the
European societies. The study of these
topics is of concern both to social
scientists and to humanities researchers.
The issue of multicultural societies and
linguistic multiplicity and the
development of sociocultural conditions
of creative and peaceful interaction, must
be addressed through different disciplinary
avenues, of which the linguistic,
historical, religious. and ethical
perspectives fall in the humanities domain.

Inter-action with non-European cultures
The Humanities Committee wishes to
underline — as in the previous mandate
period = the importance of (the study of)
interaction with non-European cultures.
Activities which were initiated recently,
like the development of a scientific
programme on Individual and Soctety in
the Mediterranean Muslim World and the
strategic attention given to cultural and
scientific contacts in Asia, will be pursued
in the coming years. Although an ESF
Network on the History of European
Expansion, addressing the study of
European Colonialism and its aftermath,
is now concluded, the Standing
Committee wishes to remain active in the
study of the interaction with the world
outside, including the links between
Europe and Latin America and those
between Europe and Africa.

Information technology

In its previous mandate period, the
Standing Committee established an expert
group on Humanities and Computing and
commissioned a report about the
prevailing problems in that area. The
Committee is aware that the new
developments in information technology
affect a wide range of humanities
disciplines (study of texts, archaeology
and art history, linguistics, philosophy,
historical data files) and wishes to

continue paying attention to the effects of
information technology on the
humanities” research practices. in close
co-operation with the ESF Member
Organisations.

Support for scholarship in former
COMMUNISE countries

The Humanities Committee is aware that,
in the countries of Eastern and Central
Europe, fundamental research in the
humanities is facing problems at least as
great as in the other sciences. In its
attempts at forging or strengthening a
truly European research community, the
Standing Committee for the Humanities
wishes to pay special attention to
altracting scholars, particularly junior
researchers, from the former communist
countries.

5 Modes of Operation

Type of activities

The Committee holds the view that
activities should continue to be
developed through all available modes
of operation: programmes, networks,
conferences and smaller scale activities.
Not all the Humanities work can or
should be organised in large-scale
programmes. Given the flexibility of the
ESF network scheme, the Committee
thinks there is considerable scope for
more networks in the humanities. It also
appreciates the value of even smaller
scale activities such as one-off workshops
on particular well-focused themes, which
in the past have proved to bring high-
quality results.

Euroconferences

The Committee further wishes to play an
active role in the development of
proposals for European Research
Conferences (EURESCO), especially in
fields where CEC funding can be
expected.
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EUROPEAN MEDICAL RESEARCH
COUNCILS (EMRC)

Introduction

The European Medical Research Councils
represent the major national funding
organisations in fundamental medical
research. The founding of EMRC in 1971
predates that of ESF. EMRC became a
Standing Committee of ESF in 1975.
EMRC has served as a forum for
discussion, information exchange and
development of joint policies and
initiatives in close linkage to ESF
Member Organisations. Often EMRC
delegates are heads of the respective
national research councils, ensuring an
effective implementation of decisions
taken by EMRC.

The Mission of EMRC

The European Medical Research Councils
can be characterised by two main
features:

(i) mission orientation: the objective is
human health, and research undertaken
(predictive, preventive or therapeutic)
should have an endpoint in human health.
This objective is attained through two
complementary mechanisms: promotion
of strategic science and promotion of high
level basic science.

{ii) relative homogeneity of the group of
end users.

In answering its remit, EMRC is oriented
towards transdisciplinarity and
multidisciplinary collaboration: to align
strategies, provide co-ordinated input to
European science policy debates, to
illuminate problems, to answer
researchable questions through pooling of
collective expertise and to promote
articulated research and training in
selected priority sectors. EMRC Clinical
Collaborations, the EMRC Panel on

Medical Ethics, the European
Neuroscience Programme, and the
Programme on Toxicology Fellowships
are examples of operational activities
reflecting aspects of EMRC policy.

The Impact of the Strategic Reappraisal

From the outset EMRC has consciously
approached i1ssues in a strategic context,
the formulation of which has been greatly
facilitated by the fairly straightforward
remits of EMRC and its Member
Organisations. Within EMRC it has
therefore been possible o find common
ground both in the strategic and
operational domains. In the policy
domain EMRC strongly interacts with
other international organisations
concerned with research and its policy
(e.g. EC, and WHO).

EMRC has also over the years produced a
number of reports and recommendations
on major issues in medical research:
Animal Experimentation and Alternatives
in Biomedical Research (1981), Clinical
Research Training (1990), Report on
Human Genome Research (1991), and
Misconduct in Medical Research (1994)
are some examples of this EMRC activity.

The continuous debate and definition of
areas where EMRC can intervene and
contribute in a subsidiary way to the
benefit of research and human health
placed EMRC in a position where the
legitimacy and importance of the ESF
Reappraisal was quickly recognised and
enthusiastically supported. The
Reappraisal process has materially
contributed to a honing down and
focusing of EMRC strategy and policy on
issues necessary for the continuing health
of medical research. The process of
consultation across EMRC Member
Organisations and the present status of
EMRC development of strategy and
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policy are outlined in the subsequent
sections of this report.

Future Policy Strategy of EMRC

The context in which research councils
operate today is characterised by:

— an expectation of policy makers that
science provides a stronger, more direct,
more visible and more rapid contribution
to economic and social objectives;

— a scarcity of resources in relation to
opportunities which promotes more
complex and larger units of investigation,
no longer optimally delineated by
national boundaries;

— a globalisation of science through
many bottom-up mechanisms producing a
strong demand from the scientific
community to which research councils
apply prioritisation and adapt 10 some
extent.

This context bears a particularly strong
impact on the EMRC membership which
is never entirely separated from societal
expectations.

The EMRC have intensified their efforts
in determining the main policy
orientations and potentially the most
promising activities to undertake in
meeting the present and future challenges
facing fundamental medical research. In
March 1993 the EMRC organised a
workshop on “EMRC in the changing
European Research Environment:
Strategy and Action”, which resulted in a
definition of the main roles of EMRC
compatible with and supportive of its
remit. Through consultation and iterative
reflection on the issues involved the
EMRC Executive Group — mandated by
the EMRC — defined the major elements
to include in a specific EMRC Policy
Strategy. These include:

— identification of policy issues of major
importance to the development of

European medical research;

— identification of policy issues of major
importance to EMRC and which transect
the competencies of several Standing
Committees;

— the complementarity of EMRC
activities with those of national and
international funding agencies;

— the identification of research topics that
have a regional dimension greater than
the sum of its national parts;

— definition of how strategic science
could be best furthered through EMRC;
— indication on which scientific foresight
activities should receive attention.
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The EMRC, at its Annual Meeting on 2-
3 June 1994, subsequently unanimously
endorsed the document emanating from
these discussions: “EMRC’s Scientific
Policy Strategy”. The document,
presented in the format of five theses is
presently being further developed through
dedicated working groups.

Thesis No | expresses the EMRC
intention to participate actively in the
formulation of policy strategy: within
EMRC, through co-ordinated discussions
with other Standing Committees and as a
contributor to the formulation of ESF
policies.

Thesis No 2 delineates the main functions
of EMRC in promoting better strategic
co-operation between 1ts membership and
It expression in common operational
priorities and articulated promotion of
research and training activities.

Thesis No 3 addresses the need for a
balanced approach to bottom-up and top-
down activities, where it is essential to
preserve a large space for free high level
scientific research. The interventions of
EMRC should in this respect be
complementary to other initiatives and of
limited duration.
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workshop themes and a mechanism of
consultation between Standing Committee
Chairmen to ensure that thematic
development is aligned to the strategic
objectives of both Standing Committees.

~ An Agenda for Research on Health and
the Environment (DFG/MRC)

It is recognised that the health and well-
being of modern societies are dependent
on a wide range of environmental factors.
The field of environment and health is in
need of a strategic overview. The ESF/
EMRC therefore submitted to ministers
taking part in the Second European
Conference on Health and Environment a
position paper outlining in broad terms a
European Research Agenda on this topic.
The Conference resolution invited ESF/
EMRC and WHO to develop the initiative
further in concert with the European
Commission. EMRC has constituted a
planning group to provide the ESF/
EMRC input to this process. A first
meeting between WHO, ESF, DoE (UK)
and MRC representatives held on 22 July
agreed the general timetable and
framework for this initiative. An ESF
Planning Group, chaired by Professor

J Huttunen, Director of the Finnish
National Public Health Institute, met on
14 November 1994 to define the precise
issues o be taken forward. The future
development of this initiative will offer
opportunities for collaborative
involvement with other ESF Standing
Committees.

— Research on Human Reproduction
(MRC)

Medical advances (prenatal diagnosis,
assisted conception, etc.) over the past 15
years have transformed aspects of
reproductive health care. Upwards of
20% of all health care costs in Europe
involve reproductive medicine. The
global implications of massive population
growth and attendant health risks are well

known. The sectors appropriate for
further development through EMRC will
be identified through a workshop which is
now in its planning stage.

— Demography-related Health Research
(DMRC)

The Demographic and Epidemiological
transition stages that European
populations are moving through present
many challenges to health care provision
and to its underpinning in research. The
major research challenges related to the
impact of the above transitions include:
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— research on “forgotten™ disease groups
(e.g. allergies)

— social ineguality in morbidity and
mortality

— life style changes

— dynamic epidemiological modelling of
risk tactors

— register based studies in epidemiology
and demography

The issue will be taken forward through a
first workshop on “Register based
studies™ to be arranged in 1995,

— Research relating 1o Developing
Societies

A survey of EMRC Member
Organisations’ involvement in this sector
of research was conducted in 1993-1994,
Health provision and the required
research to cope with the exigencies of
developing societies have many common
links to research on Infectious Disease.
The EMRC therefore intends to jointly
develop both themes through a working
group.

The above described initiatives are in
their first stages of implementation. It is
expected that the 1995 EMRC Annual
Meeting will be in a position to take a
final decision on their future directions.
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EUROPEAN SCIENCE RESEARCH
COUNCILS (ESRC)

1 Introduction

The reappraisal document was approved
in 1993 by the General Assembly. It
envisages a stronger role for the Standing
Committees in defining priorities and
strategies for the ESF in their own
scientific fields, and advocates that the
ESRC be subdivided into more
homogeneous committees so as to be
more effective in setting targets and
charting the way for future activities.

The implementation of this specific
recommendation was the object of
another agenda item in which the
Assembly was asked to establish two new
Standing Committees, one for Life and
Environmental Sciences and the other for
Physical and Engineering Sciences. to
replace ESRC which would then cease to
exist.

This circumstance must be kept in mind
for the ideas expressed below are in a way
the legacy which ESRC is leaving to its
successor committees. It is the task of the
new Standing Commiltees to bring
forward some of the issues they inherit
and to address new ones.

2 The Mission of ESRC

As the ESF Standing Committee for
natural and technical sciences, the ESRC
Committee has striven to realise the
overall aims of the Foundation. In this
endeavour, the ESRC has promoted the
advancement of basic and strategic
research in natural and technical sciences
by pursuing the following objectives:

— identifying for the ESF opportunities
for collaboration, coordination and

exchange of scientists;

— advising the ESF on priorities based on
peer review and input from the national
members:

— reviewing progress in joint activities
funded or coordinated through the ESF
and advising the ESF on developments;

~ promoting joint activities between the
national members:

— contributing to the harmonisation of
science policy among its national
members;

— publishing results and supporting
follow-up activities which encourage their
application.
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Similar objectives, although expressed
with different emphasis, are to be found
in the terms of reference of the proposed
new Standing Committees which will
replace ESRC.

3 The Impact of the Strategic Reappraisal

The ESF reappraisal exercise was carried
out in collaboration with the Standing
Committees which were formally asked to
provide an input. This has also meant that
the ESRC Core Group and the full
membership were led to analyse their own
structure and modus operandi. Although
there were many positive aspects in the
original organisation of the ESRC which
helped bring to fruition so many
successful initiatives, the committee
detected features which would not be
suited for carrying out the task required
from the ESF and its Standing
Committees in the future. Thus the most
evident effect of the reappraisal has been
a firm decision to reform the ESRC and
an acceleration of this process of
restructuration,

The role of the ESRC and its successor
committees in determining the scientific
priorities and policies for the ESF and
Europe has been at the centre of the
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ASSOCIATED COMMITTEES

EUROPEAN SPACE SCIENCE
COMMITTEE (ESSC)

The European Science Foundation has
been involved in the area of space science
since it was set up in 1974, The main aim
of the present commitiee (ESSC) is to
give independent advice at the European
level on matters related to space science;
thus it is mainly concerned with activities
of the European Space Agency (ESA) and
the National Space Agencies. ESSC has
strong links with its equivalent in the
United States of America, the Space
Studies Board of the National Academy
of Sciences: frequent discussions with
similar bodies in the Soviet Union have
always been. and continue to be, sought.

Presently, the Committee is articulated in
three panels: Earth Observation, Space
Physical Science and Microgravity.
Professor F Becker and Professor H
Schnopper were appointed Chairman and
Deputy Chairman, respectively, by the
1993 Assembly for the period 1994-1996.

Of the other six members, four have
asked to be confirmed until the end of
1995, and the remaining two have asked
to be confirmed until the end of 1996,
Thirteen new members are proposed for
appointment for the period 1995-97.
Therefore, the Committee will be largely
renewed in order to meet new missions in
space science which are rapidly evolving.
Emerging scientific personalities and new
scientific challenges will soon require
further renovation and rotation in the
leadership of the Committee and the
Panels.

In 1994 the Committee met in Rome at
the CNR Headquarters on 17-18 February
and again in Paris at ESA Headquarters
on 19-20 September. During these two
meetings the ESA Directors presented
their activities. As well as discussion on

the role of ESSC and its subdivision into
three panels, the potential new members
present made brief presentations of their
activity and research in their institutes.

COMMITTEE ON RADIO
ASTRONOMY FREQUENCIES
(CRAF)

The Committee on Radio Astronomy
Frequencies (CRAF) was established by
the Executive Council in 1988 for a three-
year period. In 1991, the term of the
Committee was extended until the end of
1992, In 1992 the Executive Council
conducted an abbreviated Review of
CRAF and decided to renew the term of
the Committee for three more years, until
end 1995,

ESF-CRAF is made up of representatives
of the major radio astronomical
observatories in Europe. An important
part of its work is to assist the Inter-Union
Commission on the Allocations of
Frequencies for Radio Astronomy and
Space Research (IUCAF). CRAF
attempts to co-ordinate the
representations made to the various
national and supranational radio
regulatory bodies, within Europe for the
protection of the Radio Astronomy
Service (RAS). It operates both at an
administrative and at a technical level, so
that it is for instance also concerned with
setting up programmes of interference
monitoring and seeks to develop technical
means for the protection of radio
astronomical observations.

Among the achievements in radio
astronomy there is the Very Long Base
Interferometer (VLBI) at Dwingeloo,
MNetherlands. VLBI is a European
Consortium for interferometric radio
astronomy, in the birth of which ESF has
had a prominent role.













































were able to draw on the work of their
own teams. The papers and ensuing
discussions proved enormously
worthwhile, fulfilling the
multidisciplinary aims of the project in

their recourse to archaeology, art, history,

liturgy, linguistics, literary models, etc.
The proceedings of the conference are to
be ready for publication in the early
summer of next year, and will stand
alongside the first volumes from the
working groups, as an indication of the
progress of the project. Alrcady,
however, the project has produced three
Newslerters and a Who is Who? in the
Transformation of the Roman World,
which between them provide an account
of the work of the teams and a list of
those involved so far.

THE EVOLUTION OF CHEMISTRY IN
EUROFE 1789-1939

This has been an important year for the
programme. In November 1992 the
General Assembly of the European
Science Foundation decided to launch a
programme in the History of Science:
however, this has not followed a “Year
Zero”. Thus 1994 has seen the
programme come into full swing.

Those in charge of the four thematic
groups have successfully organized their
workshops: the policy of the Steering
Committee of the programme, which has
been to conduct thematic workshops,
linking each one to the next, will permit

the possibility of publication before 1996.

Thus, all the completed workshops are
now in press.

Theme I: Communication: Finding a
language for Chemistry directed by
Professor Bernadette Bensaude-Vincent
and Professor Ferdinando Abbri,
organised their first workshop on

HUMANITIES

0-10 May 1994 in Paris. May 1994 was
marked by a number of events celebrating
the bicentennial of Lavoisier’s execution
(8 May 1794). Thus, it seemed natural to
organise a workshop on the theme
Lavoisier in European Context —
Negortiating a New Language for
Chemistry. This workshop, relying on a
rich international historiographical
tradition on the chemical revolution,
provided the first opportunity for active
scholars in this field to gather and
confront their respective results and views
on the adoption of the chemical language
established in France by Lavoisier and his
circle in their respective countries.
Collectively the 16 papers presented have
amply confirmed the historiographical
perspective. Careful case studies of the
local traditions in Southern Europe
(Spain, Portugal, and Italy) and in
Northern Europe (Germany, Sweden,
Belgium, Holland and Poland) clearly
show a variety of local responses,
conditioned by differences in the
institutional structures within which the
new chemistry was introduced and in the
practical orientations (metallurgy, mining
or pharmacy) of the chemists. The British
case was described from different
perspectives as was the reception of the
new language in France.
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Theme 2: Making of the Chemist: the
Social History of a Profession directed by
Professor David Knight and Dr Helge
Kragh, organised with the help of Dr Bill
Davis at Trinity College, Dublin their
second workshop on the theme:
Development of Chemistry within
National Boundaries. During the course
of the workshop, twelve precirculated
papers were discussed: the development
of Chemistry in France, Belgium and
Italy; in Germany, Scandinavia and the
Netherlands; in Great Britain, Ireland and
Portugal; and in Poland, the Baltic and the
Balkans. The national experiences and
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not constitute a fifth theme, but, because
of its pertinence in the other thematic
groups, should constitute a cross-cutling
theme. Therefore, a specialist in
iconography should be present within
each of the four groups.

It was decided to publish a regular
Newsletter whose first objective would be
to serve as a link between the participants
of this entreprise, but equally, to become
something more. that is to say an
instrument of communication and
information for and of the scientific
community. The Newsletter will
provide regular information on the
running of the programme, its timetable
of activities, the progress of the thematic
groups and it will report on the scientific
content of the work undertaken through
contributions from programme
participants.

Well ahead from the point of view of
reflection and collaboration, Theme |
organised a workshop in September 1994
in Strasbourg. This workshop was the first
on the Enlightenment and addressed
“problems of definitions and periods™.
The contributions to the workshop
analysed different concepts — such as
Enlightenment and Philosophy, Les
Lumiéres et La Philosophie, Aufklirung
und Philosophie. What is Enlightenment,
its multiple definitions, its occurrence or
absence in various European cultures and
its periodisation on the European scale,
specifying origins and development? The
workshop also focused on the notion of
Philosophy in the particular Eighteenth
century sense of the term. Twelve
precirculated papers were presented and
discussed.

In October 1994 the two sub-themes of
Theme Il Man and Nature and Theme IV
Liberty brought together their core groups
to prepare their first workshops.

REPORTS ON CONTINUING
PROGRAMMES IN THE MEDICAL
AND LIFE SCIENCES

MOLECULAR NEUROBIOLOGY OF
MENTALL ILLNESS (MNM]1)
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The Steering Committee of the
Programme met once during 1994 at the
time of the annual workshop held in
January in Germany. A meeting of the
five members of the Executive Committee
was held in September in France.

Following the tradition of previous years
a three-day workshop was held, this nme
in Kloster Seeon (Germany) on

30 January-1 February. There were more
than fifty participants attending including
invited speakers and members of each of
the projects.

A new project from Spain has joined the
programme (bringing the total to 22) and
they have submitted a number of samples
to Généthon. An application has also been
received from Sweden, and the Pedigree
Selection Committee is currently studying
its merits.

The major accomplishment of the
Programme during 1994 was the number
of samples tested and read at Généthon.
To date more than 157,000, of the
eventual 800,000, have been tested
although not all have yet been read into
computer useable form since to date this
was a task that required manual readings
of films by students hired specifically for
the task. Recently however the techniques
have been modernised and very much
simplified by the installation of four
machines which use fluorescent markers.
Such machines permit the process to run
smoothly with some 1450 samples tested
and read directly into the computer each
day with only four hours required by
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CONTINUING PROGRAMMES

personnel to check the process. As the
readings of films will no longer have to
be carried out manually not only will the
data be immediately in computer form but
also the possibility of human error will be
greatly decreased. Some 643,000 samples
remain to be tested in the next two years
and the modernisation of the techniques
greatly enhances the probability of
achieving this goal. Volunteers from the
participating projects continue to spend
periods of six weeks at Généthon
providing necessary “extra hands™.

A trial of the computer programme to
evaluate the system is to be run on a
series of markers providing the first set of
results by January 1995. These will be
provided to all the participating project
members of the Programme.

A further meeting of the Steering
Committee is planned in Chantilly,
France. during the annual workshop
scheduled for the period 28-31 January
1995.

Based on the Programme Interim Report
submitted to the 1993 ESF Assembly the
Steering Committee requested a two-year
extension of Programme activities to the
EMRC Annual Meeting. The proposal
was favourably received by EMRC, and
agreed by the ESF Executive Council in
November 1994,

EUROPEAN NEUROSCIENCE
PROGRAMME (ENP)

The European Neuroscience Programme
launched in January 1992 is supported by
18 ESF Member Organisations
contributing to its activities, from

16 countries : Belgium, Denmark,
Finland, France, Germany, Greece,
Hungary, Ireland, Italy, The Netherlands,
Norway, Portugal, Spain, Sweden,

Switzerland and the United Kingdom.
Israel agreed to join the Programme in
1993, and Austria from | January 1995,

At its 27-28 April Meeting, the ENP
Steering Committee took note of the
progress reports of the three following
Collaborative Research Projects :

| Genetically engineered cells for
transplaniation in Parkinson's disease,
involving three laboratories respectively
from Sweden, France and United
Kingdom:;

2 Newral mechanisms of learning and
memory involving five scientific teams
from United Kingdom, Spain, the
Netherlands, France and Germany:

3 Cortical control of arm movement
involving four centres from Italy (2),
Germany and France.

The co-ordinator of project 1,

A Bjorklund was invited to give an oral
report on the scientific work undertaken
by the three laboratories involved and
their interactions. This was followed by a
lively and open discussion with Steering
Committee Members. Pertinent questions
were raised such as added value,
exchange of personnel in relation to
national research support systems, the
need of arranging workshops (for
planning the work and discussing unclear
points between participating groups) and
the cost-benefit ratio when establishing
the ENP Collaborative Research Projects
in areas of strategically important
research.

The ENP Steering Committee, being
convinced of the efficiency of these trans-
national collaborations, decided to launch
a fourth project. Thus a call throughout
Europe was announced and sixty
preliminary proposals were received. The
selection process resulted in a unanimous
decision to support the project The
structural basis of hippocampal synaptic
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plasticity associated with spatial learning
involving research groups from Norway,
United Kingdom, Switzerland and
Germany. This project starts from January
1995, Presently running Collaborative
Research Projects will be reviewed during
1995, It is hoped that discussions within
CAN-MED will permit aspects of the
Programme to integrate with future FP4
Biomed activities in the field.

Supporting activities

(available for all candidates working in
any European and Israeli laboratory) :
European Research Grants cover the
cost of reciprocal visits of researchers
participating in European research
projects, where two or three scientific
groups in different countries combine to
tackle a specific problem. This year,

73 applications were received involving
357 scientists from 18 countries. From
these 11 involving 56 scientists from

25 institutes in 11 countries were granted.
Short-Term Fellowships are for qualified
young scientists (normally under the age
of 35) who need further training and
expertise in other methods for a fruitful
continuation and broadening of their
research scopes. They are for a period of
up to three months. Candidates are
expected to return to their institute of
origin upon termination of the grant, so
that their institute may in turn benefit
from their broadened knowledge. This
year 65 applications were received
from scientists in 16 countries, 16
fellowships from 9 countries were
awarded.

ENP School : a theoretical course
organised and financed entirely by the
ENP, with the aim of facilitating the
exchange of information and knowledge
in the field of Neuroscience between
senior scientists and students. Intended
for young scientists (under the age of 35)
who are working on a subject closely

related to the central topic, about
44 places were available.

The 1994 ENP School devoted to Neural
Bases of Visual Cognition was held on
24-29 September in Spain. 835 applications
to attend this School from young
scientists in 21 countries were received.,
44 candidates from 14 countries were
selected.
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DEVELOPMENTAL BIOLOGY (EDB)

The scientific objective of the European
Developmental Biology Programme is to
gain an understanding of the genetic and
molecular signaling hierarchies that
regulate animal development. By
offering financial support for collaboration
and communication initiatives between
individual laboratories, the EDB
Programme envisages increasing the
efficiency of progress in this research area
within Europe, as well as ensuring that
the quality of training for young and
talented developmental biologists is the
best available.

The EDB Programme was initiated in
1992 and passed its halfway point in
1994, The training of developmental
biologists has been facilitated by a system
of short term fellowships (STF) for
periods of maximally 3 months and long
term fellowships (LTF) awarded in the
first instance for one year, but potentially
available for subsequent years. As a
change in previous policy the Steering
Committee decided in 1994 to couple
both LTF's and STF’s to submission
deadlines (twice annually).

Short-Term Fellowships: Nine short term
fellowships were awarded in 1994, This
was more than envisaged in the original
budget, but following evaluations by two
independent referees and a member of the
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Steering Committee, these applications
were considered to be of particularly high
quality and/or to be particularly important
for the distribution of technology
currently essential for promoting research
in developmental biology. In particular,
molecular biological technigques were
introduced into laboratories in Portugal,
Spain and Croatia, while technology for
gene knockouts by homologous
recombination was introduced in a
laboratory in ltaly. The reports received at
the end of these visits indicate in general
that the aim of the visit was accomplished
and in one case that sufficient data was
generated to enable a participant to
complete a PhD thesis in 1995 instead of
1996. The budget for 1995 has, however,
now been partially committed and the
Committee will consider an appropriate
redistribution of funding for next year.

Long-Term Fellowships: The EDB
Programme is currently financing seven
long term fellowships selected from

35 applicants over two deadlines in 1993,
Most were awarded for one year in the
first instance and the one shorter
fellowship was extended by two months
following interim evaluation by one of the
original referees. It is premature to
evaluate the outcome of these
fellowships, but the referees’ reports of
the original proposals were excellent in
all cases. The secretariat of the EDB
Programme has received several reports
of first author articles published in top
international journals by long term
fellows funded in previous years (1992,
1993) who acknowledged support of the
Programme. See, for example Krauss et
al., Cell 75:1431, 1993,

In contrast to participants in the STF
scheme, but as would be expected, the
majority of long term fellows do not have
positions to return to in their home
country so this activity of the EDB

Programme is clearly most important in
enabling talented young developmental
biologists to visit excellent laboratories
for an extended period.

The majority of the participating
countries have now benefited from the
fellowship Programme. The Steering
Committee decided in June 1994 to
extend the scheme to include the
possibility of awarding fellowships to
nationals of participating countries who
had already been engaged in research
abroad for up to two years. For highly
innovative projects this is often the
moment when the greatest return (in
terms of results and publications), can be
expected on the investment, both for the
individual concerned and for the host
institute. This is also the moment when
fellows become ineligible for other
possible sources of funding within
Europe. The EDB Programme thus now
offers a solution to this dilemma in
developmental biology research. These
“third year” applications were considered
with other LTF applications for the first
time following the deadline 15 October
1994,

The 2nd ESF Conference on
Developmental Biology

This was organised by P Gruss,

P Simpson and W ] Gehring in Kartause
Ittingen, Switzerland in June 1994. The
conference featured eight sessions
covering a range of the current “hot
topics” in developmental biology
including pattern formation and
morphogenesis (homeotic genes,
segmentation axis formation and
inductive interactions). neurogenesis, and
cellular interactions and signals
(adhesion, migration and programmed
cell death). Forty speakers were invited
and 48 participants were selected from
130 applicants on the basis of curriculum
vitae submitted with the application. The
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registration fee was waived for eight
participants. This low ratio of participants
to speakers and the isolation of the
monastery in which the meeting was held
was again considered a particularly
successful formula for optimal
interactions, as with the First ESF
Conference on Developmental Biology.

First European C. Elegans Meeting in
Martinsried 1994

A small specialized workshop on
C.elegans research was organized by

R Plasterk (The Netherlands) and

R Schnabel (Germany) in 1994, This
workshop was a low budget event with
accommodation/lecture facilities provided
by one of the host institutes to minimise
the costs for young pre- and postdocs in
particular. For some very talented
applicants, however, the travel costs were
prohibitive so that the EDB Programme
provided a small subsidy (8 000 FF) for
this meeting in order to ensure optimal
participation. Six additional young
scientists could thus attend.

The 2nd Summer School on
Developmental Biology

The organisation of this last summer
school of the Programme has been
postponed until the last year of the current
Programme in 1996.

The Programme Steering Committee is
developing a proposal for a series of
European Research Conferences on
Developmental Biology designed to
provide necessary coherence to European
research on Developmental Biology
beyond the closing date of the
Programme.

PROGRAMME OF FELLOWSHIPS IN
TOXICOLOGY (PFT)

At the 1991 ESF General Assembly the
Programme of Fellowships in Toxicology
(PFT). encompassing Toxicology and
Environmental Toxicology, was launched
for five years with the call for full funding
starting in January 1992, The 1994 PFT
budget was 2.567 kFF, of which

2.274 kFF were allocated to the awarding
of fellowships. The actual call for
contributions in 1994 was for 2.403 kFF.
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Following a recommendation from the
European Medical Research Councils
(EMRC) and having received positive
responses from the participating Member
Organisations, it was decided to establish
attendance of the annual meeting of the
Toxicology Steering Committee (TSC),
currently composed of 24 members from
14 countries, on an annual rotating basis.
The Toxicology Steering Committee has
therefore now been divided into two
groups for alternate attendance at the
annual meetings.

At the 1993 TSC meeting, a discussion
was held with the EMRC Chairman, Sir
Dai Rees, who invited Committee
members to prepare a scientific strategy
document as a basis for European
research coordination on health and the
environment. This document was
prepared and presented at the 1994
annual meeting of the European Medical
Research Councils (EMRC). Following
these discussions, the ESF/EMRC
submitted a position paper to the
ministers taking part in the Second
European Conference on Health and
Environment, outlining in broad terms a
European Research Agenda on this topic.

The duration of Short-term Visiting
Fellowships (SVF) has been extended to
(a maximum of) 3 months for the 1994












































































































ESF SCIENTIFIC NETWORKS

A first workshop took place in Tautavel
in November 1993. The workshop
focused on The Earliest Occupation of
Pleistocene Europe and brought an
overview of early sites and regional data
in the context of critical evaluation of the
artefactual evidence, aspects of site
formation and dating technigues. A book
with edited workshop contributions is
forthcoming. The second workshop has
focused on Biotope and Sertlement and
was held in Arras in November 1994,

NETWORK ON CELL STRESS GENES
AND THEIR PROTEIN PRODUCTS
(1993 - [996)

The need for an ESF Network on cell
stress genes and their protein products
became apparent when European leaders
in the field met with their worldwide
colleagues in Ravello, Italy in September
1990. It was obvious that good work was
taking place in European institutes which
would benefit from the interactive
environment provided by workshops,
conferences and some mobility amongst
younger workers in the field.

The genes and their protein products are
remarkable in their conservation from
prokaryotes to man with large sequence
conservation. Such conservation is not
without pathological consequences. As
might be expected, in higher organisms
each species has a family of cell-stress
genes with protein products involved in a
variety of cell functions.

The importance of the cell stress genes
and their protein products has recently
been further emphasised by changes in
the expression of the genes in human and
animal diseases. Cell stress genes are
routinely expressed in both pathogens and
host cells in response to infection.
Further, increased expression and
utilisation of the cell-stress proteins

occurs in a variety of chronic
degenerative and viral diseases. The
disease imposed violation of cellular
integrity is combatted by host
activation of cell-stress genes o
eliminate the causative agents.

Elucidation of the mechanisms involved
in the activation of gene expression and
the functions of the cell-stress proteins in
these responses is of fundamental
importance to some of the most
outstanding problems in biomedical
science. Networking of the groups
throughout Europe will lead to much
more rapid progress in the understanding
of cell stress proteins in health and
disease. Furthermore, another major
focus of investigation is the role stress
proteins play when pathogens infect
humans.
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Activities in 1994 included:

June 1994, Study Workshop on
Micromaolecules and the Stress Response,
Rome, ltaly.

September 1994, Workshop on Stress
Proteins in Infection and Immuniry,
Ravello, Italy.

NETWORK ON IMPACT CRATERING
AND EVOLUTION OF THE EARTH
(1993 - 1996)

Sophisticated space research in the past
two decades has resulted in the
recognition of the fundamental
importance of interplanetary collisions for
the origin and evolution of the terrestrial
planets. Research on the Earth’s moon
played an important role in establishing
quantitatively the mass flux and size
distribution of impactors for the Earth-
moon system through geological time.
The terrestrial Proterozoic and
Phanerozoic impact crater record is
compatible with the lunar record in terms
of number-size-frequency.
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ESF SCIENTIFIC NETWORKS

The first workshop of the planned series
of three, on Determinants of Individual
Success in Transitions to the Labour
Market, was held in Seelisberg,
Switzerland, on 16-19 September 1994,
Forty participants, representing

13 countries, participated in this
workshop. The 20 papers presented will
be made available to a wider audience as
a series of working papers produced by
the Network. In addition, the workshop
organisers are looking into the possibility
of producing a commercial publication.

Since it began work the Network has
identified the availability of datasets for
comparative analysis, and the conceptual
and technical issues in linking data from
different countries, as matters of
particular concern, Members of the
Network have contributed to a working
group which advised Eurostat on these
problems, and the Network is maintaining
its links with Eurostat as well as with the
OECD. The Seelisberg workshop
included a half-day session on issues
arising in the planning and construction
of cross-national datasels on transitions in
vouth. In particular, a paper was
presented by a small working group
which is constructing a three-country
{Scotland, Ireland and The Netherlands)
dataset on transitions from secondary
education. There are plans to expand the
dataset by including data from other
countries, including France, and possibly
creating new datasets covering other
countries, based on different types of
surveys. The group is planning an
application to the EU Fourth Framework
Programme for resources to support this
work.

This year, two issues of the Network
Newsletter have been circulated to a
mailing list of around 140 people, and a
third issue is in preparation. As well as
informing its readership of the Network’s

activities, the Newsletier offers a “notice-
board” service, including information
about conferences, publications, and
surveys in the field. The possibility of
setting-up an electronic mail “discussion
group” is also currently being
investigated.

N
=
2
=
S
T
=
~
Pk
=
=
Sy
0
\©
&

NETWORK ON EUROFPEAN-AFRICAN
SONGBIRD MIGRATION
{1993 - 1996)

The principal migratory routes for many
species of songbirds migrating from the
Palacarctic to African wintering grounds
are fairly well known. What is missing is
a detailed analysis of environmental
factors controlling bird migration as well
as the temporal and spatial course of the
migratory journeys. Successful migration
depends on the storage of energy fuel for
the journey. Long distance migranis
which go thousands of kilometres from
their summer breeding ground to distant
African wintering sites exhibit
extraordinary feats of physiological
endurance. To migrate these long
distances and to cross the inhospitable
terrain of the Sahara or the open sea
requires considerable energy. Only a few
birds, such as swallows, are able to collect
food while migrating. Most birds must
store large amounts of fat before
departure. Birds show an amazing variety
of migration strategies. Some travel in
many short steps, others in one or two
stretches with very long flights.

The main objective of this Network is to
create a coherent European project to
study the different strategies of migratory
birds. The key questions include
investigation of:

— the migration routes, timing, stopover
sites used by migrating birds,

— ecological requirements at the fattening
areas,






ESF SCIENTIFIC NETWORKS

will be able to buy and use as a local
tool. These will contain the stages of
mouse development in graphical
format, a database of anatomical
information and some key programs for
accessing and interrogating the second
part of the system, the gene-expression
database. This will be held in a major
European laboratory and regularly
updated.

In the longer term, there is an ongoing

need for collaboration after the first stage.

The generation of the mouse model and
the anatomical databases is a necessary
initial step to enable the gene-expression
and transgenic mouse databases to be
accessed, and these two databases will
need to be continually updated (the
human genome database is the model
here). Future collaborations with
developmental geneticists, computer
scientists, major laboratories and
journal editors will ensure that data are
added.

Activities in 1994 included a number of
short visits of Network participants to the
Database Centre in Edinburgh, UK, and a
Workshop on Gene Expression, Anatomy
and Computing held in Strasbourg,
France, in October 1994,

NETWORK ON FISHES OF THE
ANTARCTIC OCEAN
(1994 - 1996)

Fish are highly developed vertebrates
which have succeeded in occupying
virtually all aquatic environments on
Earth. During their evolution in Antarctic
marine waters, fish have adapted to cope
with extreme conditions, such as water
temperature below the freezing point of
their body fluids, low and sporadic food
levels and high pressure and oxygen
saturation on Antarctic shelves.

These special adaptations make Antarctic
fish a very important group relevant to the
understanding of the evolution and
functioning of physiological, biochemical
and ecological adaptations from both a
phylogenetic and ontogenetic point of
view. The pattern of adaptation can tell us
much about the process of evolution,
since (unlike the situation in the shelf
waters of other continents) the modern
Antarctic fish fauna is dominated by a
single highly endemic group
(Notothenioidei), specialised to a large
range of different living conditions.
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Many fields of research on Antarctic fish
have been opened and pursued in Europe
during the last 20 years and European
scientists are leading in disciplines like
karyotyping, ecology. population
dynamics, biochemistry, physiology, etc.
Most of this research has been carried out
on a national basis. The ESF Network
gives an opportunity to plan and co-
ordinate a European project on the study
of ecological constraints and strategies of
evolutionary adaptations of cold-adapted
Antarctic fish.

The Network was launched in January
1994 and will run for three years.
Activities for 1994 included:

— The first meeting of the Network
Coordination Committee in Paris,
February 1994, at which the future
activities were planned.

— The first Workshop on Technical and
Theoretical Approaches to Antarctic Fish
Evolution, October 1994, Santa
Margherita Ligure, Italy, attended by 40
participants from 10 European countries.
It was opened with a keynote address
from Professor ] T Eastman, Ohio
University, USA: The Evolution of
Antarctic Fishes: Questions for
Consideration and Avenues for Research.
The Workshop essentially consisted of
round-table discussions on the different




































NETWORK EVALUATIONS

3 Trans-European integration and inter-
disciplinary collaboration were achieved.
Scientific publications were of good
quality.

4 The summary accounts of the Network
are entirely satisfactory.

EVALUATION REPORT ON THE
NETWORK ON POPULATION
ECOLOGY AND GENETICS

I The Network

The Network on Population Ecology and
Genetics was approved for launching by
the Executive Council in September 1990
with a budget of 650 KFF. This was one
of the last Networks to be launched as a
two-year Phase 1 Network before single-
phase, three-year Networks were
introduced. The aim of the Network was
to bring together scientists working in
population ecology, the study of the
dynamics of populations in relation to
their environment, and population
genetics, the study of the dynamics of the
genes that interact with the environment
to determine the phenotypes of
individuals.

The Co-ordination Committee decided to
involve a high proportion of younger
scientists in the workshops, which were
designed to incorporate discussion
sessions in which the participants were
encouraged to identify areas of research
they considered worthy of particular
attention over the next few years. Travel
grants were offered to allow the resulting
proposals to be developed collaboratively.
A fourth meeting, involving a number of
the younger workshop participants as well
as senior scientists and Co-ordination
Committee members, brought together
the ideas that had been generated from the
three workshops and a proposal for

further support for an ESF Scientific
Programme in Population Biology
(successfully launched in January 1994)
was drafted.

The economical arrangements which had
been made for the four planned
workshops allowed the Coordination
Committee to offer the younger workshop
participants the possibility of organising
small workshops on topics which had
been put forward during their discussions.
Three of these workshops were held
(Orsay, F; Plon, D; London, GB) and a
fourth was approved but later cancelled
because of time constraints,
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The Chairman of the Coordination
Committee was Dr Pierre Jacquard,
CNRS Centre Louis Emberger,
Montpellier (France), the Secretary was
Professor Jos van Damme. Institute for
Ecological Research, Heteren (The
Netherlands) and the Committee members
were Dr John Connolly (Ireland),
Professor John Harper (U K). Professor
Jiirgen Jacobs (Germany), Dr Volker
Loeschcke (Denmark), Professor Adam
Lomnicki (Poland), Professor Valerio
Shordoni (Italy) and Professor Stephen
Stearns (Switzerland).

2 Evaluation arrangements

Little documentation other than the
completion report prepared by the
Secretary of the Network’s Coordination
Committee was available to the
evaluators, as the policy of the Network
had been not to produce in-house
publications but to encourage publication
in scientific journals of articles resulting
from collaborative work initiated by the
workshops. However, no record of these
publications, or of the collaborative work,
had been compiled.












EUROPEAN RESEARCH CONFERENCES

A particularly valuable novelty of this
Programme is the close co-operation with
most major Scientific Societies in Europe.
which participate in the scientific steering
and contribute with new conference
initiatives through their disciplinary
sections and divisions. Representatives
of the ESF Standing Committees
provide the ESF scientific input to this
Programme, while several of the ESF
Scientific Programmes and Networks
regard the conferences which they
organise under this umbrella as a valuable
“plus” to their activity or as a good means
of prolonging an otherwise terminating
activity.

Report on 1994

The 1994 Programme consists of

38 conferences, compared with

39 conferences in 1993, For the first time,
it includes a conference in Mathematics.
Although there is already a considerable
programme of similar conferences in
Mathematics (Oberwolfach), the
European Mathematical Society has
decided to start three conference series in
the framework of our Programme.

A comment is also necessary on the group
of Research Conferences in
Oceanography, of which three were held
in 1993, and four in 1994. They were
organised through an initiative of ECOPS
(European Committee on Ocean and
Polar Sciences) to provide input for a
larger conference of strategic importance,
the European Conference on Grand
Challenges in Ocean and Polar Science
(Bremen, 12-16 September 1994), Some
of the Oceanography conferences will
continue as series, thus respecting the
established profile of European Research
Conferences. Humanities are still under-
represented on the Programme, mainly
because of a lack of good conference
proposals.

Out of 38 conferences in 1994, 13 are
new conference series, while the others
are continuations of series started in
previous years, Out of 71 conference
series initiated over the first four years of
the Programme (1990-1993), 10 have
been effectively terminated for various
reasons. This 1s a natural process designed
into the system from the start.
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The workload of the Office was much
higher than in 1993 due to the increased
number of applications and the
considerably higher number of
participants from Central and Eastern
Europe, who often require personal
attention. Among other consequences, it
was not always possible to inform
Member Organisations of forthcoming
events in due time.

Improved publicity and the quality record
of the conferences, as well as better
funding, have contributed to this
spreading interest. Out of 38 conferences
in 1994, only two did not receive a
Euroconference grant from the European
Commission, compared with 13 out of 39
conferences in 1993. An average EC
grant in 1994 was of 35 kKECU, compared
with 30 KECU in 1993, The funds
available in 1994 for scientists from
Central and Eastern Europe (PECO
Grants) were three times larger than in
1993,

Funding

Although the funding of the Programme
has considerably improved in 1994, and
financial uncertainties characteristic of
previous years have (for the time being, at
least) vanished, the funding pattern is far
from stable.

A more stable sponsoring pattern for the
Programme of European Research
Conferences is sought through both the






GENERAL

ESF Board and Executive Council

The Board met seven times during 1994
and, as is tradition, held a joint meeting
with the Board of Academia Europaea in
January. The Executive Council met four
times, and the June meetings of Board
and Council were kindly hosted in
London by the UK Member
Organisations. In addition to regular
business, Board and Council meetings
concentrated on the implementation of the
Strategic Reappraisal which had been
approved by the 1993 Assembly.

Electoral Commission

The Electoral Commission met on

5 September 1994 at the Fonds National
de la Recherche Scientifique in Brussels
under the Chairmanship of Dr Paul
Levaux. The Commission recommended
that Professor D M X Donnelly (Ireland)
serve a second three-year term as Vice
President and that Professors C Kordon
(France). L. Kuznicki (Poland), P Papon
(France) and H Gg Wagner (Germany)
serve on the Executive Council for a
second three-year term from 1 January
1995. The Commission also
recommended that the following become
members of the Executive Council from
| January 1995: Professor J Maggiolly
Novais (Portugal), Dr B Merland
(Norway), Professor E N Protonotarios
(Greece) and Professor L Simar
(Belgium).

General Assembly

A celebration of the twentieth anniversary
of the European Science Foundation was
held at the ESF General Assembly which
took place in Strasbourg on 24-

25 November 1994, In addition to the
regular participation from Member
Organisations, the Assembly was also
attended by all four former ESF

ADMINISTRATION

Presidents, Lord Flowers, Professor
Hubert Curien, Professor Eugen Seibold
and Professor Umberto Colombo, as well
as by former Vice Presidents and
Secretaries General. The Assembly was
marked by an operning ceremony of
speeches by Lord Flowers, Professor
Antonio Ruberti (EC Commissioner),
Professor Claude Desama (European
Parhiament) and Protessor Curien
(President of Academia Europaea). On
the second day of the proceedings a Panel
Discussion entitled “The European Voice
of Science: Strength through Diversity?”
was held under the chairmanship of Sir
John Maddox, Editor of NATURE.
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Substantial discussion took place on the
implementation of the Strategic
Reappraisal and a revision of the Statute
in line with the Reappraisal was
approved. The ESF would now
concentrate on working towards concrete
strategic output for submission to the
1995 Assembly.

The Assembly heard reports from the
Chairmen of the Standing Committees
and noted on-going activities under the
auspices of these Committees as well as
reports from the Network Committee
Chairman and the European Research
Conferences Steering Commiltee
Chairman.

The Financial Accounts were submitted to
the Assembly and the ESF Auditor, Mr
| Segergren, presented his report.

The Assembly approved the admission of
the Swedish Council for Social Research
to membership of ESF, and this brought
the number of members to 56 from

20 countries.






FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS

arising from the implementation of the
ESF Reappraisal.

For the General Budget, only 21365 kFF
(78.2% of the Budget) had to be asked
from Member Organisations (2.1)*. The
remainder came from:

— a commitment of 3000 kFF (1.2) made
in 1993 out of the bank interest

— transfers, from the larger Scientific
Programmes and the Network Account
for management costs incurred by the
General Budget, and from EURESCO for
a lump reimbursement of running
expenses paid out of the General Budget.
In total, these transfers amounted to
2545 kFF (3.)

— a levy of 400 KFF on the 1994 bank
interest (4.1), which amounted in total to
1623.6 kKFF (4.)

In addition to that budgeted income, other
inflows of funds were:

— a sum of 4332.9 kFF made of

. the 1993 Excess of Inflow over Use of
Funds: 3109.3 kFF (1.1.)

. the 1994 bank interest (1623.6 kFF)
reduced by the levy of 400 kFF
mentioned above and used for the 1994
budget, i.e. 1223.6 kFF (4.2.)

— a sum of 54.2 kFF (5.) listed as
miscellaneous income and consisting
mainly of royalties from sales of
publications.

Together with the provisions of 300 kFF
for the implementation of the Reappraisal
(2.2.), and of 1800 kFF, for EURESCO
(2.3.), the Total Inflow of Funds thus
amounted to 33797 193,77 FF.

USE OF FUNDS (TABLE 1)

The actual expenditure on budget
amounted to 25474.3 kFF (1.). This sum
includes the office running expenses
incurred by the General Budget for
EURESCO (and reimbursed by

® numbers in brackets refer io the numbering in Table 1.

EURESCO to the General Budget).
Compared to the 1994 budgeted
expenditure of 27 310 kFF, the actual
expenditure represents an under
expenditure of 1835.7 kFF, i.e. 6.7% of
the budgeted expenditure. Whereas most
headings show a variation of maximum

| % as compared to the budgeted figures,
the underspending on two headings
accounts for 85 % of the total
underexpenditure:

— Scientific and Statutory meetings show
an underspending of 1174.4 kFF - 200 %
of the budgeted figure. This is a
consequence of the Reappraisal exercise
period which has been demanding both
on the Standing Committees and on
staff”s time, with the result of organising
fewer meetings than foreseen. It is also
the result of continuing efforts to keep
meetings expenditure as low as possible.
— Equipment and Maintenance Work.
Less than one half of the budgeted
amount (650 kFF) has been spent: works,
whose costs are to be shared with the City
of Strasbourg, have been postponed to
1995 at their request.
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Other use of funds were:

— expenditure paid out of the provision
for the implementation of the Reappraisal
(2.)

— the transfer to the “Equipment and
Maintenance Work™ Fund 1995 of the
unused part of the 650 kFF budgeted in
1994 for that heading (3.)

— as approved by the 1994 Assembly

. acarry forward to 1995 of 3200 kFF
(4.)

. asum of 350 kFF (5.) in order to
write-off the last part of the debt from
Member Organisations from the former
Yugoslavia

. a transfer of 782 954.98 kFF to the
Reserve Fund (6.)

— atransfer of 116634.14 FF to
EURESCO (7.). out of the provision of
1800 kFF made for this Programme in












































































































































































































APPENDIX 3

BIOMEDICINE AND HEALTH

* Molecular Epidemiology of Cancer, D. Forman (Oxford) - Aghia Pelaghia, Crete, Greece,
17-22 September

* Therapeutic Inmunomodulation: Tolerance Induction in the Adult: Means and
Mechanisms, F. Emmrich (Erlangen) - Le Bischenberg, Obernai, France, 2-6 September

* Cardiac Electrophysiology: Potassium Channels and Arrhythmia Mechanisms,
G. Breithardt (Miinster) - Aghia Pelaghia, Crete, Greece, 21-25 September

* Biology of Cartilage and Bone: Molecular and Cellular Aspects of Cartilage and Bone
Remodelling, K. von der Mark (Erlangen) - Giens, France, 1-6 October

* Development of Sensory, Motor and Cognitive Capabilities in Early Infancy: From
Sensation to Cognition, F. Simion (Padova) - Acquafredda di Maratea, Ttaly, 8-13 October

* Molecular Pathogenesis of Infectious Diseases: Mechanisms of Colonization and
Invasion of the Intestinal Barrier, P. Sansonetti { Paris) - Obernai, France. 4-9 November

-8
=
=
=
=
—
=
R
o
<
"-\1
-
—
O
O
oL,

QCEANOGRAPHY

* The Deep Sea Floor as a Changing Environment, X. Le Pichon (Paris) - San Feliu de
Guixols, Spain, 8-13 February

* Oceanography: Biodiversity and Production in the Ocean, J.0. Striémberg (Fiskebickskil)
- San Feliu de Guixols, Spain, 3-8 May

* Arctic Ocean Grand Challenge: Scientific Rational-Strategy-Science Plan,
0.M. Johannessen (Solheimsviken) - Helsinki, Finland, 2-7 September

* Glacial-Interglacial Sealevel Changes in Four Dimensions: Continental Shelf Evidence
of Sealevels over the Last 20 ka., R.T.R. Wingfield (Nottingham) - St. Martin (near
Mannheim), Germany, 5-10 November

GEOSCIENCES AND ENVIRONMENT

* Natural and Anthropogenically Induced Hazards: Earthquake Hazard, A. Cisternas
(Strasbourg) - Granada, Spain, 14-19 May

* Alluvial Basins: Present and Past Environments, G.G. Ori (Bologna) - Lunteren,
The Netherlands, 10-15 September

* Space-Time Modelling of Bounded Natural Domains: 3-D-Modelling: Developments
and Problems of Correlation and Interpolation, H.H. Voss (Hannover) - Canterbury, UK,
10-15 September

SOCIAL SCIENCES
* Economies of Aging, A. Cigno (Pisa) - Sitges, Spain, 25-29 June

* Migration and Development: The European Migration Problem, K_F. Zimmermann
(Munich) - Aghia Pelaghia, Crete, Greece, 7-12 October

* European Societies or European Society?: Changes in the Labour Markets and
European Integration, J. Dronkers (Amsterdam) - Espinho, Portugal, 22-26 October

* Integration and Disintegration in Europe, L.J. Sharpe (Oxford) - St. Martin (near
Mannheim), Germany, 22-27 October

HUMANITIES

* Logic, Language and Information: Inference and Information Structure within
Computational Semantics, E. Klein (Edinburgh) - Espinho, Portugal, 10-14 December
























