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THE EUGENICS SOCIETY

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING was held at 4.30 pom. on Wednes-

day, 25th May, 1955 at the Rooms of the Royal Society, Burlington House,
Piccadilly, W.1.

CHAIRMAN: Mr. G. Aird Whyte.
Fifteen Fellows and Members were present.

ANNUAL REPORT. The Secretary briefly outlined the items contained in
the Annual Report.

The adoption of the Report was then proposed by the Chairman, seconded
by Dr. Bertram and carricd unanimously.

STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS AND BALANCE SHEET. These were
presented by the Chairman in his capacity as Honorary Treasurer. Their adop-

tion was proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Mr, C. W. Usher and carried
unanimously,

HONORARY OFFICERS AND COUNCIL FOR THE YEAR 1955/56.
The following retirements from the Council were announced : —
Vice-Presipexnts. Under Ardele 28 the following were due io retire:—

Dr. J. A. Fraser Roberts
Dr. A. 5. Parkes

Counci. Under Article 30 the following were due to retire:—
Captain R, Pilkington
Mr. C. W. Usher
Dr. ]J. B. Bramwell
Miss E. Lawrence

Mrs. P. Goldman
Mrs. B. Bosanquet

Hownorary OrFrFicers anp Couxci. For THE YEar 1955/56.

Honorary Orricers. The following appointments by the Council were
announced : —

President: Sir Charles Darwin

Chairman and Treasurer: Mr, G. Aird Whyte

Librarian : Mr. Cecil Binney

Secretary: Dr. C. P. Blacker

Vice-Presidents : Sir Charles Dodds
Professor T. H. Marshall
Professor A. M. Kennedy
Professor €. D. Darlington
Captain R. Pilkington
Mrs. B. Bosanquet

4






ANNUAL REPORT
1955 - 1956

In this Report, the accounts relate to the period from 1st January, 1953, 1o
315t December, 1935, inclusive. The rest of the Feport covers the period lsi
Apnl, 1955, to 31st March, 1956, inclusive.

Council

Council meetings were held on the following dates:—

15th June, 1955—9 present
19th October, 1955—11 present
18th January, 1956—13 present
21st March, 1956—5 present.

The following were eo-opted to the Council under Article 32:

On 15th June, 1955 ;—
Mr. C. W. Usher
Miss E. Lawrence

Consultative Council

The Consultative Council has suffered losses in the deaths of Dame Evelyn
Fox, C.BE, and Mrs. Neville Rolfe, O.B.E. Crighton Bramwell, Esq., M.A.,
M.D., Ch.B., F.R.C.P, and Professor W. C. W. Nixon, M.D., FR.C.0O.G,, have

been appointed members of the Council.

The Galion Lecture

The Galton Lecture for 1955 was delivered on Wednesday, 4th May, by
Professor Sir Cyril Burt, D.Sc., D.Litt., LL.D., F.B.A., on “The Meaning and
Assessment of Intelligence”. The Chair was taken by Sir Charles Darwin and

%hﬂut 75 people were present. A vote of thanks was proposed by Dir. C. P.
lacker.

The Galton Lecture for 1956 was delivered on Wednesday, 15th February,
by Mr. Frederick Osborn on “Galton and Mid-Century Eugenics”. The Chair
was taken by Sir Charles Darwin and some 65 people were present. A vote of
thanks was proposed by Sir Charles Dodds.

Both meetings were held at Manson House, 26, Portland Place, W.1, and
were preceded by tea.

Members’ Meetings

The following meetings were held in the Rooms of the Roval Society, Dur-
lington House, by kind permission of the President and Council of the Royal
Society 1 —

25th May, 1955: Dr. J. A. H. Waterhouse on “Twins and Genetics”. Dr.
J. A. Fraser Roberts was in the Chair.

19th October, 1955: Dr. J. F. Leutit on “Biological Hazards of Nuclear
Fission™. Sir Charles Darwin was in the Chair.

16th November, 1955: Dr. H. C. Maurice Williams on *“Problem Families in
Southampton. Dr. C. P. Blacker was in the Chair.

7th December, 1955: Professor H. J. Eysenck on “ The Nature and Inheri-
tance of Extraversion”. Dr. Eliot Slater was in the Chair.
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18th January, 1956 (Symposium): Dr. Elizabeth Tylden, Dr. Mildred Creak
and Mr, 8. G. Singleton on “The Personality Characteristics of Parents
of Promising Children”. Dr. C. P. Blacker was in the Chair.

21st March, 1956: Dr. J. H. Renwick on “Linkage in Human Genetics”.
Dr. J. A. Fraser Roberts was in the Chair,

An additional Members' Meeting was held in the Society’s Library on 23rd
November, 1955, when Dr. C. P. Blacker gave a talk on the Fifth International
Conference on Planned Parenthood (see below). Mr. Aird Whyte was in the
Chair. The meeting was preceded by tea.

Eugenics Review

The Eugenics Review continues to appear under the Editorship of Miss K.
Lane. Mr. P. R. Cox has been a inted to the Editorial Committee which con-
gists of Dr. O. P. Blacker, Mr. Ai WH}rtc, Mr. Cecil Bfnnc}r, Mr. C. W. Usher.
Dr. C. . Carter and the Editor.

World Population and Resources

Under the above title a report by a PEP Group, distributed by Messrs.
George Allen & Unwin (price 30/-), was published in September, 1955.

The Society, which was well represented on the Group, contributed finan-
cially, and has distributed, free of charge, 75 copies of the report amongst appro-
priate individuals and organisations in India, Japan, the United States and various
Furopean countries,

Promising Families Committee

The Promising Families Committee met twice during the past year. Their
first survey was completed during the year in a rural southern Emnglish county.
The index children te these families were nominated by the Heads of the grammar
schools in the eounty. Eighty-one, that is, 70 per cent., of the 122 couples
approached completed the Society’s questionnaire. The findings on analysis of
these questionnaires suggested to the Committee that further surveys would be
worth while and that they should start with younger children. It is hoped in
the coming year to conduct a survey from primary schools in a large county
borough in the same southern county and also by another in a large northern
ciby.

Grants

(a) The North Kensington Marriage Welfare Centre. The Council has
renewed for a third year its grant of £750 per annum to the North Kensington
Marriage Welfare Centre for the purpose of establishing in their clinic a Five
Purposes Parenthood Centre covering family planning, treatment of infertility,
marriage guidance, premarital health examinations and eugenic guidance.

(b)Y The Family Planning Association. The Council has also renewed for a
third yvear its grant of £250 per annum to the Family Planning Association for
the investigation of the properties of bases used in chemical contraceptives.

fe) The International Planned Parenthood Federation. On 1st March, 1956,
the Council completed its grant of £250 per annum (agreed in 1953, to run for
three vears) to the International Planned Parenthood Federation az a contribution
towards Headquarters expenses.

The grants to the North Kensington Marriage Welfare Centre and The Family
Plunning Association will be completed in June and July, 1956, respectively.

Representation at Conferences

Dr. C. P. Blacker attended the Fifth International ﬂnnf{rln_-ncf: on Plgnned
Parenthood held in Tokve from 24th to 29th October, 1955, in his capacity of
Viee-Chairman of the Federation.



Mrs. Grant Duff represented the Society at the Annual Conference of the
Mational Association for Maternal and Child Welfare held in London from
22nd to 24th June, 1955.

Representation of the Society on other Organisations

The Council is represented by Dr. O. P. Blacker and Mr. R. Weatherall on
the British Committee of the International Union of Family Organisations; b
Mr. J. C. Trevor on the Joint Committee for Anthropological Research an
Teaching:; by Dr. .. O. Carter on the National Council of Social Service: and
by Mrs. Grant Duff on the following organisations: The National Council of
Women, the National Association for Maternity and Child Welfare, the British
Sosial Biology Council and the National Bab elfare Council. Dr. Blacker has
continued to be Honorary Secretary of the Population Investigation Committee.

Society’s Premises

The Society has continued to make all three rooms on its second foor avail-
able, rent free, to the International Planned Parenthood Federation.

Library

Durinf the past yvear 53 books have been added to the Library by gift or
purchase; 122 books and periodicals have been borrowed, 19 of them by National
Central Library. The Librarian has borrowed three books from the National
Central Library for re-loan to Fellows and Members.

The Librarian has disposed of many back numbers of journals not of special
value to the Society; the National Central Library accepted as a gift the
back numbers of one of these journals and, with the Council’s approval, the
remainder were sold to a bookseller for the sum of £1635.

Obituary

We regret to record the death of the following Fellows and Members: Major

A. G. Church, G. W, Daman, Esq., Mrs. M. F. Fitzgerald, Joseph Forrester, Esq.,

. H. Guy, Fsq., Sir Frederic Hamilton, Mrs. 1. F. Henderson, The Lord Horder,

r. R. Langdon-Down, Major J. B. Paget, Dr. R. N. Salaman, H. Vesey Strong,
Ezq., Dr. E. W, Ainley Walker, Eric 5. Welch, Ezq., and G. F. Williams, Esq.

The Society has suffered a great loss in the death, on 13th August, 1955, of
Lord Horder., He was President of the Society for fourteen years and one of its
most valued and active supporters. A full appreciation appeared in the January,
1956, issue of the Fugenics Repiew.

FINANCE
Donations

During the period under review the Society has received, with gratitude,
donations amounting to £259. This sum is made up as follows:—

£ o d.

Mr. K. Snow ah g 0 0
Dr. J. M. Laird ... 1 0 0
Anon, L R T )]
£259 0 0






INVESTMENTS

at 31st December, 1955 (at cost less Capital Distributions)

FREEHOLD PROPERTY

82, High Street, Bromley
72/74, Denmark Hill
168, King Street, Hammersmith

MARKETABLE SECURITIES

£13,857 6s. 11d. 3icr Conversion Stock (Regis-
tered), 1969 ...
£2011 6z 4d. 3% Funding Stock {Reqnmrrd]
1966,/68 :
£6.650 0s. 0d. 219 Treasury ?Inck, I'FJ'?S or after
£551 Goodiass, Wall and Lead Industries Litd,
7% Cumulative Preference Stock ...
£300 Harrods Lid. 71t Cumulative Prefer-
ence Stock i
750 Olympia Ltd. 5% £l Cumulative Prefer-
enee Shares
400 Penmount Estates Ltd, 5:!'!}‘:- £1 Cumula-
tive Preference Shares ;
£480 Scottish Brewers Ltd, 51 (*urnulauw:-
Preference Stock
£1.000 Bowater Paper Cnrpuralmu Ltd 5}%
Unsecured Loan Stock, 1963/67
1,000 Amalgamated Metal Corporation Litd.
Ordinary £1 Shares
99 Anglo-American Corporation of Suu:h
Africa Litd. Ordinary 10/- Shares ...
£170 Associated Portland Cement Manufac-
turers Ltd. Ordinary Stock £1 Units ...
£575 British Drug Houses Litd. Ordinary Stock
5/ Units . 3
£528 British Insulated Ga.llenders Gables er.
Ordinary Stock £1 Units :
£375 British Petroleum Co. Lid. {ermary
Stock £1 Uniis i
£1,085 Clyde and Mersey Immtmont Tru-t Itd
Oirdinary Stock £1 Units ; e
550 Colvilles Ltd. Ordinary £1 Shares
200 QConsolidated Goldfields of South Afrca
Ltd. Ordinary £1 Shares ..
501 Courage and Barclay Lid. Ordinar EI
Shares ...
£400 Fremlins Lurd. G‘rdma.w St-::ck £l Lml.s
£774 Guest, Keen and Nettlefolds Lad. Ordin-
ary Stock £1 Umits
£B816 Imperial Chemical Industries le Drd:n—
ary Stock £1 Units -

Carried Forward
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