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1. Geserin Diseagrs,

_ Anaemia t—There were 467 cases. The different types of anemia have not been sorted
oat bot the majority are soeondary to ankylostomiasis or faulty nutrition.
Digenses of the Respiratory System number 660 including 166 cases of asthma and 25 of

I}im,s;na of the Di.g'aati‘m SBystem ; 2,024 cares were rea:,;;mind inc[udi:&ﬁ?ﬁ_ of hepatitis.

Hepatitis is of ameebic origin and in many cases eysts of Entamoeba histolytica have been
fonnd in the stools. :
II. ComumuwicarBrLe * Diskasrs.
An unusual feature of the year was the occurence of three different epidemic diseases—
Measles, Mumps and Iiphiheria. As noted in the 1941 report, measles out in Victoris,

Mahé in November 1941. 1t spread rapidly and early in 1942 had reached -p:ﬂmw propor=

The disease also spread fo the islands of Praslin and La Digue. By April the epidemi
was on the wane in Mahé but continued to rage in Praslin and La Digue for 6 weeks longer.

The cases were treated in their own homes. The total figure of 715 cases roported isan

ander estimate as accurate figures were not kept at the beginning of the epidemic—there
muet have been several thousand casges in all. Complications met with mlugetlhrmwhiﬂh
preumonia and cancrum oris and it appears that the origiral diagnosis of “German measles™
{Bubella) must be altered to “Measles” (Morbilli).! There were 14 deaths. .
Diphtherin : In July 1942 a case of diphtheria was diagnosed on one of the ships lying
off Victoria. The contacts were swabbed and showed 4 positives. All were isolated on the
ship. As dipbtheria had not beer. reported from the Seychelles for many years an epidemie
was feared and stringent precauntions were taken. However ﬂuﬁ%.:euind 4 more cases
ogeurred, 3 in Mahé and one on another sbip lying in the harbour. our were at once
quaraptined on Anonyme Island. All proved to be mild cases and quickly recovered, but two
and ‘one contact persistantly gaﬂrc positive throat cultures, Gargles and IEW
mrder insuflation were nused and one patient cleared up and was di - November
others were still ‘E)aitim so cultures were sent to Nairobi for Virulence test, One was
_ seported as virulent the other as non virulent. The latter was discharged and the former -
sent away on a Hm;]pitn'l ship. No forther cases appeared until the end of December when
two of the local inhabitants developped the disease. The rest of the story belongs to 1943
bat it can be stated that no serions epidemie has oceured. ; : X
Mumps : Mumps made its appearance in October 1942 and spread rapidly, By the end
of the year 125 cases had been seen at the Hospital, The disease ran its usual and
ealls for no special eomment. : g
Amabic ry :+ There were 257 cases while dysentery due to Balantidinm Coli
mumbered 18 against 1 in 1941, ke 1 i
Helminthic Diseases :  Infections with hnok-worm anid round worms,are very common—
the latter especinlly canses muck 1) health amonget ehildren. '
Vewer al Dhissgees : 132 ecuses of s philis and 130 of gonorrhea, not including later
mmpl'luiinns. were treated ot the olinics thrm]g]mut the U‘ol:u:lr. These diseases are l-ﬂ:h

increase. Irregular attendances still hamper treatment but some improvement has been

moted in this respect. ; il
sy ‘The {emale lepers were moved from Round Island to their new home on
WCurienuse island in December 1942, There the buildings which ars plnumtigllitulﬁdl ara of
masonry with thatched roofs. Unfortunately ic has not yet bean possible to obtwn the
Beligious Sisters for work amongst the lepers. Their help is badly needed as much remnaw
#0 be dove m the way of organising work and recrealion (or the ivmates. 4
The number of lepers in the Colony in December 1942 is as follows ;—

In Curiens=e A
1o home isolation 24 -
Total T

SCHOOL BYGIENE.

¥
-

Schoels in North Mahé were inspected by a Medicul Officer and a definite improvement
&

-mobed in both personal and general hygiene. ;i it
The Dental Surgron whoe paye periodie vi-its to the schools is trying to push the teaching
@od practice of dental hygiene as he has noticed a fairly high incidence of dental caries
grangagat the pupils.
Shortage aF

MATEEXITY AND CHILD WELFARE WORK.

Thers were 2,135 attendances at the child ‘welfare clinic and 286 expectant mothers came:
e the ante-natal clinie for advice and treatment. 360 women were sdmitted to the materaity
_pastion of the Beychelles Hospital where 251 living babies wera born, ; .
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Medical Staff prevented any inspection from being carried out in South m ¥





















