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CroNcurry axp Drsrricr,

During the vear inspections of the follow-
ing townships were made:—Malbon (twice),
Duchess, Dajarra (twiee), Mount Isa, Kuridala
(twice), Selwyn (twiea), Mackinlay, Gilliat,
Julia Creek, Nelia, Nonda, Maxwelton, Rich.
imond lelulﬁ', Kajabbi, Dobbyn, Burketown,
Ei|minig]|_ wlston, Forsayth, Georgetown,
Croydon, Normanton, HKynuna, Makunda,
Middleton, DBoulia, IHamilton, and Ilerbert
Towns,

The townships visited round Clonenrry ware
for the most part in fairly good order, but some
of the farther distant places were rather erude
in their methods of dealing with sanitation. The
varions Couneils were advised on the hest
methods to adopt to bring about improvement,

The places visited in the far North had not
made any attempt to have the elosets made fly-
proof, and the Counecils were recommended to
take action as a precantion against fy-borne
diseazes. In several instances advice was given
a8 to the proper method of nightsoil dispogal,
and in all eases the adviee was appreciated,
Intruction was also given in many cases in the
proper methods of garbage disposal maost suit-
able to the area,

Nine hundred and eighty inspections were
made during the vear. Forty-four inspections
of hotels were earried out for a like period, and
~action taken where breaches of the Liquor Aet
were observed.

Foon axp Druas,

The metropolitan and outside areas of the
Btate have received their full quota of attention
in respect to food and drogs at the hands of the
inspectorial staff. Milk in partieular has been
subjected to elose supervision, not only from the
adulteration standpoint but also from a hygienie

int of view. The milk vendor now realises the

importance of running his business in an
efficient and cleanly manner, Experience has
shown that fines for adulteration and general
slack methods not only weaken public support
but adversely affect the business turnover, The
:lg-to-da- te vendor naturally secures additional
idvantage over offenders Found guilty of adul-
teration and of not conducting their business on
hygienie lines. This is partieularly noticeable
in the improved vehicles used for milk delivers,
as well as the personal wearing apparel of those
employed in the trade. The houscholder, how
eyer, shonld endeavour to assist the milk vendor
in sgecuring clean milk supplies by providing
clean coverced vessels to receive the milk, and
thus prevent dust, &e., contaminating it imme-
diately after delivery. Milk certainly should
not he allowed 1o stand for a considerable period
exposed to heat, flies, &e., before it is used in the
home. This feature is certainly one that house-
halders should endeavour to improve, and there
by safeguard their supply. All the advantages
Dgl pure milk delivery are lost if contamination
is allowed to take place in the home,

Pasrevrigen MLk,

At the beginning of the fiscal year two com-
panies in Brisbane were engaged in preparing
and supplying pastenrised milk to the public of
the metropolitan area.

One of these companies has sines elosed down,
and at the present time one coneern only caters
for the Brisbane public in sneh conneetion.

The method of pasteurisation followed by this
eompany is that known as the “‘holder’ or
“hateh® process, whereby the entire body of
milk is held at the required temperature for a
definite period of time and immediately after-
wards eooled down and bottled.

The temperature to which the milk is heated
by this eoncern is 145 deg. Fahlr., and the hold-
ing period 30 minutes,

Tnder the late Food and Drog Regulations
of 1925 controlling the pasteurisation of milk, it
was permissible to employ the following tempera-
tures and timé periods of holding in such pro-
oess, Viz, —

149 dog. . for o period of not less than 20 minotes,
165 dog. . for o perical of nob less than 10 minutes,
170 deg. B, for o period of not less than 5 minntes.

In the 1928 Food and Drag Regulations it is, in
view of more recent knowledge and experience,
provided that the temperature shall not exceed
145 deg. Fahr. In these regulations the standard
for pastenrised milk reads as follows . —

“ Pastenrised milk is milk all of which has
heen heated to a temperature of at least 142 deg.
Fahr, and not higher than 145 deg. Fahr, for a
period of thirty minutes in pasteurising appa-
ratus approved by the Commissioner, and whieh
immediately  after sneh  treatment has  been
cooled down to a temperature not higher than
50 deg. Fahr,, and then is so kept as to be pro-
tected from contamination.  Pastenrized milk
shall not contain any living colon bacilli nor
have a baeterial count in exeess of 50,000 micro-
organisms per cubie centimetre.”’

The temperatures and time period above indi-
cated have been established by responsible
anthorities thronghont the m‘rrlf! as xul’ﬁ-l*ir:n to
kill non-spore-hearing pathogenie organisms i
milk, and at the same time to have no detrimental
effeet upon its ehemical composition.

Most of the standing objections to pastenrised
milk are based upon the high temperatures which
originally obtained in the process, but it is now
definitely established that the changes which
oceur depend entively on the degree of heat
applied and on the length of the heating period,
and when this fact becomes more widely known
and appreciated the demand for pastenrised
milk iz likely to inerease.

Close attention has been paid by the Depart-
ment’s officers to the treatment of milk at the
plants operating in Brisbane, and in such con-
nection the following remarks arve of interest :—

Two business concerns supplying bottled and
pasteurised milk to the public were in operation
in DBrishane during the period under review,

Samples of milk were faken at each stage of
the process in order to isolate particnlar points
of contamination (if any) in the progress of the
milk from pastenriser 1o bottle and ean.

The reporis of the examination by the bacterio-
logist reveal some very interesting features, and
proved a valuable source of information to thie
management of the companics coneerned.
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The results of the bacteriological examination
are as follows :—

Compaaiy No, 1.
1=t sample—Mixed bulk, fresh, m;iving
vat i .. 3,540,000
um‘llplﬂ-—!mm p:lﬁtﬂ-rinm' {after
pastoneisntion) i leaa than 1,000
anl sample—From bottling machine 47,000
dth sample—HBottle taken from delivery
van returned from morning delivery 552,000
These resulis revealed the following facts:—

{a) That fresh milk supphed by farmers when
mixed in the receiving vat gave a vory
high count.

() That the process of pastenrisation proved
salisfactory, and vedoeed o high eount

2 down to a very low one,

*{e) That a source of contamination exizted
between  pastenriser  and  bottling
machine,

t(d) That after bottling a further growth
oeeurred, due either to badly-washed
bottles or to rapid growth in the milk
after bottling,

The waxed cardboard caps came under sus-
picion as a souree of bottle contamination, but
bacteriological examination of these caps gave
negative results,

This firmn has carried ont many additions,
alterations, and improvements to its plant and
methods, and snbsequent samples taken in the
course of delivery and from costomers afier
delivery and at the depot have all given counts
less than 2,000 per c.c.

|

Company Na. 2.

The same sectional method of sampling was

also earricd out at the works of this firm.
Results wore as follows :—

1st Mlllp‘ln—-"uluﬁl bulk, fresh, rﬂ:mrlug

{nr
le=s than

3,360,000
1,000

i H.l'tm||];-—-T"rr|-||1

pasteurisation )

drd sample—From hp amppl:ring
balk

ith .sum;lll:«-—-l-?rMn P into bott-
ling machine . £
l.wtlILr after

I-nhl«:-u'rliunr

less than 1,000
loss than 1,000
loss than 1,000

These results establish the following facts:—

() That fresh milk as received from the
farmers gave a very high count and
corresponds elosely to the result of a
similar sample from Company No. 1—
vig, 3540000 and 3 360,000

(B} That the whole prooess was being' effl-
ciently worked, and giving satisfactory
results,

A second series of samples were taken, but,
unfortunately, very unsatisfaelory results were
revealed. These resnlts are as follows:—

Ist samplo—Mixed Imlk, fresh, receiving

Sth  samplo=—From
battling

vat 2 it 5 v A E40000
il mmpbtl—}‘mm pasteuriscr  (after
- tnnl:u‘f%J o < o 225,000
rid samp ap, RO y:hﬁ alk s 550 (0
Ath mnlrr]e-—ﬂ-uplrlv P'l"" to bn-ﬂling
mching . G80,000

The milk in this set of s;mnplm was not pas-
teurised in the I'n‘Ht |:]ao I,r. \'n il -ul' thc first

* Thit soures nf {'uhl"lntllut:nn was I"’"Hl\‘ ﬂn:u-rbnl
nnd eliminated.

1 The washing, sterilising, and storage of bottles has
been greatly improved with satisfactory reanlts,

set giving such splendid eounts, the reasons for
the high eounts in the second et ean only be put
down to .gross carelessness in regard to the
eleanliness of vat, cooler, and pipes,

Three of the four samples of milk purchased
from shog l:w-mg: bottled milk—labelled *fPure
Pastenrised Milk'—were put up by this firm.,
The bacteriological resalis were as follows :.—

1 S ss 10,626,000
fgi B s lmua,lm

As a resalt of these high uuuntu, further
bottled samples were taken direct from the
factory, and, althongh giving a lower count than
the above rgmnpies, proved that the milk was
certainly mot *‘pasteurised’’ milk, Examina-

tion results were:—

2 bottles No delay in exam, T66.000; 684,000
2 baottlon 24 houra dolay ., 4,465,000 ; 4,817,000
2 botihs 4% houra delay .. unfit for exfmination

As a resnlt of ihese very unfavourable returns,
the Chief Inspeetor of Foods and Drugs, along
with an inspector, made a special visit of inspee-
tion, and had an interview with the ;
The firm elosed down very shortly after
interview,

A eomplaint was reecived that a certain milk
vendor was selling milk in bottles which were
labelled ** Pastenrized Milk.'" A sample was
obtained, and the analvst’s certificate showed
that although the milk was up to chemical stan-
dard it was not pasteurised milk as labelled.
Action is pending in this case.

Plans were submitted for the ereetion of a
pastenrising plant at Sandgate. This necessi-
tated @ visit to that place by the Chief Inspector
of Foods and Drugs and an inspector. The

lans and layout of the building and plant were
}ully discussed, and arrangements made by the
owner fo make alterations to suit requirements,

Tce CrEAM.

During the summer months 71 samples of ice
eream were obinined from vendors in the eity
of Brisbane and submitted to the Bacteriological
Laboratory for examination.

Of this nomber, 39 samples fornished baeterial
connts below the preseribed maximum of 50000
miero.organisms per eubie eentimetre (19 of
which were less than 1,000 per ec.), 16 samples
aver 50,000 and below 1,000,000 o per
e.e., and 16 samples vn-]ciml counts in excess of
1 ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ organisms per .,

Of the specimens furnishing connts in exeess
of 1,000,000 the mijority were proeared from
a series of slm}ﬂ-:vevem who, upon inquiry, it
was found had enly recent] ¥ ed  their
supplieg from the one wholesale mmmhotum

Investigation at this wholesaler's premises dis-
closed the faet that the defeet was due to the
faulty temperature of a cold-storage chamber
in which the ice eream had been kept 1
to delivery to the shops. The rcqmred aﬂ'ziu.a{-
ment was made, and subsequent sampling of the
prodoct pm?eﬂ satisfaetory.

Certain other ice-eream vendors whose eounts
were in exeess of the bacterial standard pre-
seribed in the Food and Drog Regulations were
found not to bhe mhjn-:tmg the mixture to the
required degree of heat previons to freezing, and
were accordingly advised and  instroeted in
correet methods.



On the whole, eleanly methods of manufacture
and  handling
during their visits of inspection to iee eream
factories, and implements and ntensils employed
in the process were found sound and sanitary.

Fisn SvrrLy.

Warking under the Health (Fish Supply)
Regulations our inspector has supervised sales
twice daily at the State Fish Market, Brisbane,
and has, in addition, inspeeted all consignments
of smoked fish arriving from overseas at the
wharves. ITe has also maintained supervision
of hawkers® and fish-dealers” earis at the market,
and has paid periodieal visits of inspection fo
fish-shops in the city area.

Unsound Fish—During the twelve months
ended J0th June our inspector has condemned
and witnessed the dispozal of 102 tons 2 ewt. 2
qr. and 1 1b. of assorted fish found by him upon
examination to be unfit for human consiumption,
In addition to which 151 mud erabs (green), 136
mmd erabs (dead), 21 mud erabs (undersized),
and 805 sand erabs have been rejected as unfit
for food.

Unsound Foods and Drugs—During  the
period covered by this report members of head-
quarters staff have between them been respon-

hle for the satisfactory disposal of 3 tons T ewt.
3 qr. 9 I of unsound and deteriorated foods
and drngs of varions kinds. In additien our
officers have, afier inspection, rejected as unfit
for human eonsumption 8 tons 13 ewt. 3 qr. 25
1b. of fire and water damaged foodstocks.

~ ProsecuTioNs,

Forty-geven proscentions were instituted dor-
ing the year officers of headquarters staff
against sundry persons for varions breaches of
Part VI. of the Health Acts and of Regulations
miade  thereunder, forty-one of which wore
sueeessful, and penalties amounting to—Fines
£183 125, 6d. and costs £53 195 —inflieted by
police magistrates. The following details fur-
nish particulars econcerning the forty-one cases
in which eonvictions were obtained :—

Adulterated milk (added water), . 13 cases,
Milk below bacteriologienl standard 4 enses,
Adulternted liguor (adided water) 5 eases,
- Mizsellancons proseculbions E] 19 emaca.

Remarks re Prosecutions,

Milk.—Of the thirteen samples of milk
adulterated with added water, vendorsz in the
Brishane area supplied seven, Ipswieh district
three, and Redcliffe, Southport, and Pialba one
eneh, The percentage of added water present
in these samples ranged from 5-6 to 27.3,

Milk below Bucteriological Standard Require-
mants,—These were the first proseentions of the
kingd in the State and the magistrate aceordingly
took a lenient view and inflicted light fines.

Alcoholic Liguors—All of the prosecutions
were against country hotel licensees—iwo at
Coolangatta, two at Palm Beach, and one at
Ipswich.

Mizscellancons Prosecutions,—These comprise
a variety of cases, ineluding shortweight bread,
adulterated cream, falsely degeribed soap. un-
soufid fish, filthy premises, exposure of food to
contdmination, carrying water on a milk eart,
selling milk without a license, obstruction of

WY

were observed by our officers -
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Foor axp DrUva SAMPLING.

A grand total of 1,792 samples of foods and
druogs were obtained and submitted to the
Government Chemieal Laboratory during the
year. Of this number 795 samples were pro-
cured offieially under the provisions of the
Health Acts for legal purposes, and 997 were
nnoifieial or survey samples collected during the
course of inspections for investigatory informa-
tion.

These spnples are dealt with in detail in the
report of the Government Analyst,

SaMriNG (o BACTERIOLOGICAL ExasMisaTion).

Milk—Two hundred and fifty-three samples
of fresh milk were procured and submitted to
the Laboratory of Microbiology for examination.

Specimens other than Milk—Two hundred
and thirty samples, comprising bread, brine,
eream, disinfectants, fish, horchoind beer, iee
cream, meat, meat paste, milk strainers, mud
ovsters, soda water, strawberries, water (sea),
water {fresh), and yeast were also handed in for
examination,

Milk Sampling (Chemical) —During the vear
a total of B66 samples of milk were procured and
submitted to the Government Chemical Labora-
tory for analysis, Of this number 134 were
unofficial samples obtained for survey purposes,
and 732 were official samples taken for legal
purposes strietly in accordanee with require-
ments of the Health Acts

In addition to the Brisbane ecity area, milk
samples were also eollected by our officers in Ayr,
Beandesert. Bowen, Bundaberg, Cairns, (!Ilmrlv-
ville, Coolangatta, Gympie, Ipswich, Laidley,
Manly and Wynnum, Maryborough, Pialba,
Rockhampton, Rosewood, Sandgate, Southport,
Toowoomba, Warwiek, Woody Point, and Red-
cliffe,

On the whole, the quality of milk samples
obtained this year was superior to that of last
vear's samples, but as this phase will be dealt
with by the Government Analyst in detail in his
veport 1 shall not enlarge upon this point here,

Milk Sampling ( Bacieriological) —The work
of bacteriologieal milk sampling has been com-
tinued thronghout the period under review, and
as a result of the Bacteriologist's findings it has
been decided to raise the bacterial standard for
milk during the winter months (1st April to S0th
September) from ‘‘not more than |1,ﬂm:nmn
micro-organisms per eubic centimetre’’ to *"not
more than ﬁt}ﬁ'?ﬁmﬁﬂ‘:-nrp:anixnm per eubic centi-
metre,”” and sueh provision has been inserted in
the recently gazetted * Food and Drog Regula-
tions, 1928."" :

Relative to the Department s operations in the
fiold of the bacteriological examination of milk,
as well as pasteurised milk, the following par-
tieulars are furnished.

Samples were proeured for examination as
nmder —

Taken at Dairics i o %0 ]
Taken nt Ceniral Depots i - 1028
Takey at Ruilwny Stations .. i o)
Taken at Bhops i = £ ST
Taken at Hchools AE i &5 s ‘é
Private purchass A e o Tl
Submitted by fnrmers e =7 «x 13
Tatal . 204
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.Liqrm:' fuspection.—The supeh‘iﬁinn af the
gale of ligquor in warehouses, hotels, and lieensad
dealers’ premises, as well as the control of ware-
honses and shops selling wine, has been regularly
and systematically maintained during the year.
Spirits on sale at hotels—dranght and proprie-
tary—have been tested at all hotels visited, at
wholesale warehousemen 's and bottlers’ premises,
and also at bars on raceconrses and showgrounds,

The officer in charge of this work at head-
quarters reports that the standard of quality
of such lines throughout the fiseal period has
been high, and concludes that the Department 's
continuous supervision has apparvently had a
salutary effect.

Our officer states that, in place of the hap-
hazard methods of reducing spivits by the retailer
of old, this operation is now usually performed
in an aceurate and business.like manner by
wholesale merchants, and the liguor delivered
by them to the retail vendors ready for dis-
pensing over the bar without further manipu-
lation.

Spirits offered for zale have on the whole baen
found of good quality and true to label, and, in
the few instances where evidence of tampering
with proprietary  brand liguors has been
obzerved, cantions sdministered appear—in the
light of subsequent visits paid to the offenders’
premises—io have had the desived effect.

Beer pipes made wholly or in part of lead
have as the resolt of the Department’s action
been entively eliminated from hotel bars, and the
practice now is to use only pipes made of block
tin or to draw beer direct from the cask.

Mechanical gloss-washers of approved design
have heen installed by many licensees, and 1
trust the time is not far distant when the pro-
vision of such appliimees will be insisted upon
in all hotel bars of cities, and in towns of any
gize Or Importance, :

Wihalesale Warehouzes —Merchants” wholesale
warehouses have been regularly  visited and
stocks  inspeeted by our officers.  Business
premises in this elass are mostly struetures of
modern type and design, well managed and with
goods so arranged and kept as to permit of
ready and efficient inspection,

The officer in charge of this section of the
Department’s activities reports that during the
vear he haz had very little 1o eomplain of, and
that foods stocked have been of mood quality,
anid labelling conditions satisfactory.

Certain large consignments of canned fish
which he was compelled to rejeet npon the
Analyst’s Certificate were nnsound upon arrival
at this port, and were in wholesalers® hands
only a few davs when detected,

Dried froits have been of better quality and
less evidence of insect mmvasion noticeable,

Congiderable work was entailed in this section
during portion of the year in dealing with fire
and water damaged stoek ns the result of the
:!l‘:itl"llﬂl ion of a large DBirishane warchousp by
e,

Of the goods retrieved from fire and water
and submitted for inspection, a quantity total-
ling in weight 8 tons 5 ewt. 3 qr. 25 1b, were
rejected by our officers as unfit for human eon-
sumption.

Faod Containers.~Local manufacturing con-
corns engaged in canmaking have received visits
of inspection and samples of the various
materials used in such process obtained for
examination, At one of such factories special
inquiry was entailed owing to the death of an
employee as the result of opening a drum of
rubber-solution used in the jointing of fruit tins.
Sinee this oecurrence a less dangerous substanes
has been substituted for such purposes.

Grocers' stores and general shops have been
kept under rvegular surveillance, and stocks,
labelling, and storage conditions observed.

Storekeepers generally display desire to com-
ply with the Food and Drug Regulations, and
have given our officers very little trouble.

The regulation prohibiting the display of
canned foods outside the shop-fronts of retail
stores has been enforeed, and has, I consider,
had some effect in reducing losses from spoilage
of such goods,

In most instanecs effective provision has been
made by shopkeepers for the protection of such
lines as butter, cheese, bacon, and smallgoods,
and some of the eontrivances provided by the
larger stores are of an ingenions and highly
sanitary design,

Food manufacturing  concerns, including
acrated water and eordial factories, bakehonses,
breweries, eake and bisenit factories, confee-
tionery works, canning factories, cold stores, ice
works, &o., &, have been visited as often as
possible, and attention has been paid to anetion
marts, bond and free stores, and hawkers’ carts
and barrows, :

Food packing businesses, including tea and
coffec packers, cereal packers, and other busi-
nesses of a similar character, have reeeived visits,
and methods and labelling conditions in such
have been ew.mtinisfd._

River wharves and slores have veceived
periodieal visits, amd certificates have been
issued by onr offieors covering unsound and
deteriorated foods discharged from shipping.

The inspection of all enred fish hmiuﬂ"il:_t
Brisbane from South Afriean and British ports
has been a rontine duty of onr officers.

festawrants, cafis, and refreshment-rooms
have received all the attention it has been pos-
gible to give them with a small staff, and have
on the whole heen found well kept and equipped.
Dnsiness premises of this class are being rapidly
improved, and special attention has been I:Ed to
the construction and arrangements of the
kitchens, pantrivs, and serveries,

Underground kitehens are being eliminated,
and where sueh have been approved have either
been of a satisfactory type in the matter of
natural ventilation and lighting or have been
required to provide approved mechanieal exhanst
systems of ventilation.

Special attention has heem paid by our officers
to the provision and maintenanee of sonnd
erockery and glassware, and wherever eracked,
chipped, or broken eups or glasses are observed
by our officers their immediaie removal and
replacement 15 ingisted upon.
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Inspections under  the Poisons  Regulations
have disclosed no defects of a serions charaeter,

Ploces Visiled —Outside of the City of Roek-
hampton the inspector has visited the following
places, viz.:—Mount Morgan, Hartley, Marmor
amd Bajool, Raglan, Mount Lnremnhl- Gilad-
stone, Many Peaks, Miviam Vale, Avondale and
Jandarin, Murray Creek, Rmrdﬂlc, Laow mead
end Borvorenm, Calliope, Baralaba and Ranmes,
Wowan, Emu Park, Yeppoon, 5t. Lawrenee,
Carmilla, Yaamba, Caves, Emerald, Muttaburra,
Longreach, [Ifracombe, Barcaldine, Aramae,
Jervicho, Blackall, Tambo, Isisford, Alpha,
Bogantungan, Ruby Vale, Sapphire Town, and
Anakie, Blair Athel, Clermont, Capella, Comet,
and Blackwater, Springsure, Bluff and Dingo,
Duaringa, and Marlborough. The total number
of miles travelled on tour were 3,687,

Unsgund Food —During the fiseal yvear un-
sotnd food amounting to 11 ewt. 2 gr. 11 1, was
removed Trom sale and satistactorily disposed of,

'ﬁ'um;.lrrs Kulmiffed.
Milk .. . o s A S
Diranght \'r]uukJ.
Drauglit run ..
Hezmdnelie powilers

= i

Toinl

Prosecutions,—One prosecution for adolterated
milk (added water), in which a fine of £8 and £1
4=, 6id. costs wag imposed by the magistrate, and
one prosecution for adulterated whisky, in which
a fine of £4 and costs 3, Gd, was inflicted, were
undertaken by our officer during the year.

CLONCURRY.

"I"Ilo provisions of the Food and Drog Regula-
tions in the town of Cloneurry have been eoffi-
ciently earried out during the year, and visits
of inspection were made to the following places:
—Malbon, Duchess, Dajarra, Mount Tsa, Kuri-
dala, Selwyn, Mackinlay, Gilliat, Julin Creek,
Nelia, Nonda, Maxwelton, Richmond, Quamby,
Kajabbi, Dobbyn, Burketown, Einasleigh, For-
sayth, Kidston, Georgetown, Crovdoen, Norman-
ton, Kynuna, Makunda, Middleton, Hamilton,
Boulia, and Herbert Downs,

Coneerning  business  premises  visited, the
inspector states that the hotels were mostly in
clean and good condition, but that orders had to
be issued in several cases for fAy-proofing of
kiteliens, dining-rooms, and elosets, and a few
other defects,

Liguor testing was carrvied out ot all hotels
and licensed stores at places visited.  Bread
weighing showed that the standard weight was
IIL g IIIJH.I]t IIIIJ: ‘1

Unzound Foods—Tinned fish 423 1h., tinned
Jams 26 1b., and tomatoes 140 b were disposed
of as unfit for human consumption.

Poisons Regulations—FPatent medieines con-
toming Schedule No, 1 poizons and other drugs

which unlicensed storcheepers are prohibited
from |'Ii'lli|i".l'll|{ under the Poisons Regulations
were found in several stores, but as these were
being sold in ignoranee of the law the provisions
of the =aid regulations were explained to sueh
offenders and an undertaking accepted that in
future prohibited articles would not be stocked.

. TowxsviLLE,

In 1hr ﬂ-lty uf Townsville many fovewl - Ilmdhng
premises have been brought into conformity with
the Food and Drog  Regulations—namely,
restanrants, cafes, and hotels, A few worthy of
special mention  are four restaurants where
kitchens and pantries were reconstructed, one
large cafe in which the bakehouse, kitchen
iee eream room were demolished and reeon-
structed in eomerete, several hotels the kitehens
and pantries of which were allered and repaired,
and several premises in which proper drainage
facilities were provided.

Many of the hotel cellars in Townsville have
been a continuons source of trouble owing to
faulty drainage. Close attention was given to
these premises, and it was found an almost
impossible task for proprietors to keep their hotel
cellars  dry, nutmﬂanmmlmg daily attemtion.
Finally they were filled in with sand, and
““weep '’ holes were made in the wall on the out-
fall according to the contour of the land. This
haz proved a decided sneress, having removed
numerons breeding grounds for mosguitoes and
the objectionalle musty odoor that umamtu
from such conditions.

Apart from his duties in and around the El'ihr
of Townsville, our officer has paid visits to Girn,
Brandon, ;‘1_'.'r, Home Hill, Bowen, Collinsville,
and Charters Towers, at each of which places he
performed the work of food and drug snper-
vision,

At Charters Towers the inspector made a
gpecial tour of dairics with the officor of the
Loeal Authority, and reports that during the
past threee years these dairies have reecived elose
amd  strief  supervision, with the result that
to-day many of them wonld compare favonurahly
with the best in the State.  In the eourse of his
general routine of duties strict attention has
been paid to foods, Dguors, and poisons held or
offered for sale,

Prosocuftons.—Four proseceutions wers sue-
cesafnlly  eondueted  doring the yvear and
penalties, totalling fines £23 and eosts £7 imposed
by the Police Magistrate,

Carris,

The food and drugs section has been kept up
1o standard: stocks were found to be clean
soundd, in good condition and properly ]a,hg]iﬂi
en inspeetion by our offieer, o

Premises on the whole were reported in fair
order and show a decided |m|_:-m'-'emmt- from
vear to year. This is remarkable in view of the
depression in trade and shows that the traders
of North Queensland anticipate s revival and
are steadily preparing for it

The poisons scetion was found to be in gogd
order, very few infringements of the -law in
sueh conneetion being reporied, ¢

The following places were visiled duering
the vear:—Edmonton, Hombledon, Kureen,
Malanda, Woree, Queerah, Gordonvale, Silk-

wood, Stratford, Freshwater, Redlyne
Babinda, Aloomba, Monntain  View, an
Kurandz.,

Foad Sampling.—The Cairns officer sulunitted
for chemical analyzis 35 samples of milk, 1
sample of rmm, and 1 sample of well water.
Unsound food to the extent of 1 ton 1 ewt.
264 1, was removed from sale and disposed of
to our officer’s satisfaction.






Seclion 207 —Thirty-iwo  (general 13, mid-
wilery 18, mental 1) nurses who prodoced
evidence that they had received satisfactory
training, and furnished certificates of having
passed a qualifying examination, were registered.

Heclion A05.—0ne nurse produeed evidence
that she was following the calling of a nnrse
during the years 1909, 1910, and 1911, and was
registered on  the approval of the Home
Secretary.

Laporarory or MicromoLocy ANp PATHOLOGY,

The work of the laboratory for the year con-
tinues to prove satisfactory. Medical practi-
tioners freely avail themselves of its serviees in
having specimens cxamined, and this is also the
ease in respect to publie hospitals. The promp-
titwde exercised in furnishing results is muech
appreciated by all concerned, as it materially
assists medical men in arriving at am early
diggnosis of their cases,  The bactericlogical
tests conducted in respect to milk samples have
proved of much assistance in controlling and
ensuring cleanly methods of dealing with milk
supplics, and have been helpful te those persons
engaged in the dairyving industry in the proper
condnet of their business,

The services of the Laboratory have been fully
availed of by the police amhorities as regards
medico-legal specimens  obtained in eriminal
vases resulting in the officer in charge having to
attend at eourts thronghout the State to give
evidenee; this at times fends lo hamper the
expeditions furnishing of reporis on genceal
specimens.  The work condueted by the stafl has
been efficiently performed and is deserving of
its full guota of praise,

The total number of specimens received
mumbered 52,115, a deerease of 5678 on those of
last vear, this deerease was due to a great decline
in the number of eultures received for the
diphtherin bacillus, as last year outbreaks of
tlL;}htiml in in Bundaberg nnd Ipswich necessi-
"tatad the swabbing of the schools in those places.
There 35 8 marked deerease in the number of
urines and fwces received for baeillus typhosus ;
this decrease is reassuring, as it points to. a
deerease in the nomber of typhoid cases,

The fellowing tabular statement shows the

source of the specimens reccived for cxaming-
tion by the Laboratory :—

e ——

| g 1

Specinsems from— | =
IR0
Within the Brisbano area .. | 92 i 5
Oulside the Brisbano aroa..| 72 50 98

Hr-forrm:g; io the l|1|11|h|‘.-l";nf rodents examined,
en inerease of 6,773 is noted on that of last year.
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This inerease taken on its face value appears
very satisfactory, but it does not necessarily
Follow that an inecrease in the number destroyed
signifies less rats in the city. If the number of
rats destroyed this year represents an increase
on those of last but gives a lower percentage of
the total rat population it is to be deplored.

Cultures and swabs supplied to the Common-
wealth Laboratories were as follows:—Rock-
hampton 3,744, Toowoomba 3,456, Townsville
5472,

Plaguwe~The number of rodents destroyed
during the year shows an inercase of 6,773 of
the 46,784 reccived. All were examinad, but in
none of them was the plagne bacillus fonnd. Al
rats received were elassified as follows —

Teattns Norvegiens g i . BT.TRO
Itnttus Hattus Hattus 2,040
Rattus Ratius Alexandrinus .. BAZ0
Uydromys Loneogaster .. o 2
Unelassifiable {very jnuug rlt.n} 7 186
‘l.[us llllsﬂﬂua FipT .=

Ten rats examined shnwcd the presence of rat
leprogy.

Spleen smears from rats in northern towns
showed, in some places, an increase, while in
others, a deeline iz noted ; but in none of them
was the plagne bacillus fonnd,

Diphtheria~There was a very marked de-
erease in the number of swabbings submitted for
cxamination :—12.706 as arainst 25,794 for last
»ear: but the number in which the bacillos was
fu-nm] wis a pereentage of 18.7 compared W’iﬂ]
152 of last year.

Venereal  Discase—A  slightly  decreased
number of smears wis submitted for the
examination of the gonococens, and the number
in which the cocens was found shows a percent-
age of 6.5, The blood sera examined for the
Wassermann reaction showed an increase, and
the number giving g positive reaction was an
merease over that of last year,

Tuberenlosis—A decreased number of sputa
was examined for the tubercle bhacillus, ln.ﬂjhf
number in which the bacillus was found shows a
percentage of 23.5.

Lepresy.—An inereased number of smears was
examined Tor the bacillus lepras, but the majority
of these were from persons sulfering from the
disease—patisnts of the Lazaret.

Typhoid.—A very marked decreased number
of bloods was examined for Widal's agglutina-
tion, and the number ]mﬂitim shows o pereentage
of 27-4. The number of urines and fm also
shows a marked decrease,

Bl =L

Vacernes,—An  inereased number 0.! anto-
genous vaceines from sputa, urines, pwtu]m *&:o.,
were prepared during the year.

Aizeellanepns, —The number of mmeeﬂanmus
specimens which include waters, disinfectants,
milk, iee creams, &c_, show In S0me cases o Very
marked inercase.
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