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Miniature representing the murder of St. Thomas & Becket, from a finely
decorated 15th century Sarum Horae,

See Item No. 462.







































































































































James I : PROCLAMATION FORBIDDING SALE OF ARMS To AMERICAN INDIANS—coOntinued.

Only four other Copies are recorded of this extremely Rare Proclamation forbidding the Sale of
Arms to the American Indians.

“Whereof, having reccived certaine information of many and intolerable abuses offered by
sundry interlopers, irregular and disobedient persons, that secking principally their present and
private profits, have not impeached some of the Planters there, of their lawfull pessessions, but
also taken from them their Timber without giving any satisfaction, as in justice they ought to
have done: and not therewith contented, have ruined whole Woods to the utter ruine of the
same for ever after; as also, by casting of their ballast in the harbors of some of their Islands,
have almost made them unserviceable: And not so contented, by their promiscuous trading, as
well Mariners as Masters with the Savages, have overthrowne the trade and commerce that
before was had, to the great profit of the Planters, and which were indeed their principall hopes
for the advancement of that plantation, next unto the commodities that coast affords of Fishing:
Neither heerwith satisfied, but as if they resolved to omit nothing that might be impious and in-
tolerable, they did not forbeare to barter away to the Savages, Swords, Pikes, Muskets, Fowling
peeces, Match, Powder, Shot, and other Warlike Weapons, and teach them the use thereof; not -
only to their owen present punishment (divers of them being shortly after slain by the same
Savages, whom they had so taught, and with the same weapons which they had furnished them
withall) but also to the hazard of the lives of Our good subjects already planted there, and (as
much as in them lay) to the making of the whole attempt it selfe (how pious and hopefull
soever) frustrate, or so much more difficult.” Ete.

CoronisatioN oF VIRGINIA.
[240] ——— Oricmvar Procrasatiow issued by James I. and the Privy Council,
suppressing the Lottery for the Colony of Virginia.

Printed in Brack Lerter on one side of a folio sheet. Given at Our Palace of
Westminster the Eighth Day of March, 1620.  Imprinted at London by Robert
Barker, 1620. £1s0

Of l:hi:s excessively rare Proclamation, concerning the infant colony of Virginia, only three
other copies are known to exist, and it is so rare that the John Carter Brown Library issued a
reduced facsimile of it in 1907.

In 1612 the Virginia Company had a charter from the King, into which was introduced a
provision granting to “ The Treasurer and Company of Adventurers and Planters of the City of
London for the first Colony in Virginia " authority to set forth ** one or more lottery or lotteries.”
Thri-sc llhlr{:n:tr:rmj; mnétn!;mdl with more or less success up to 1620,

n May, 1619, Gabriel Barbour was inted Manager of the Virginia Company’s Lotterie
an office which he filled to the saﬁsfncgpu?moand profit g.f: the Cumpn:gy. His vf'r}r };umm wn::
however, probably the cause of the brief period allowed him for the exercise of his talents in
this business. While the Treasurer and his friends in the Company were congratulating Barbour
on the returns he was sending in, the people of the towns through which he had been working
began to complain more and more loudly of the demoralization to business and industry caused
by the popular excitement over the lottery. The complaints eventually made themselves heard
in Parliament, and in March, 1620-21, the Privy Council, at the request of the Commons,
nrd::md a Proclamation to be prepared for the suspension of the lotteries. It is one of these
original Proclamations which we list above.

The text commences : —

. Whereas, at the humble suit and request of sundry Our loving and well disposed Subiects,
intending to deduce a Colony, and to make a Plantation in Virginia, Wee, for the inlarging
of Our Government, increase of Navigation and Trade, and especially for the reducing of the
savage and barbarous people of those parts to the Christian faith, did incorporate divers Noble-
men, Gentlemen and others, adventurers in the sayd Plantation, and granted unto them sundry
Priviledges and Liberties; amongst which, for their better helpe and assistance to raise some
competent summes of money to prosecute the same Plantation to a happy end, wee did grant
them licence to set foorth, erect, and publish Lotteries, to continue for one yeere after the
(Continued over).

[43]
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