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ANNUAL REPORT

THE Hospitarn Boarp has pleasure in presenting the Twenty-fifth Annual
Report and Statement of Accounts for the year ending December 31st
1946. In doing so it is desired to take the opportunity of expressing to
the Hospital's many friends and supporters its gratitude for the support
given to the work of the Hospital since it was opened in December, 1921,
and during its twenty-five years of activity in the district its usefulness
in caring for the sick and suffering has been amply demonstrated.

During the year under review the Hospital was closed from July
28th to enable the extensive war damage repairs to be carried out, and
was reopened on September 16th.

The number of patients admitted during the yvear was 228 (of these,
64 were men, 84 women, and 80 children). Out-patients numbered 654,
entailing 2,650 attendances. X-rayed, 175. Of the cases treated, 110 were
medical, 98 surgical, and 20 accidents. Operations performed by the
Hon. Visiting Surgeons were 80.

The Board desire to pay a warm tribute and t{o express appreciation
to the Hon. Consultant and Mediecal Staff and Dental Surgeon for their
skilful services so ungrudgingly given.

It is with much pleasure that the Board are able to announce that
Mr. Guy Blackburn, M.Chir.,, of Guy's Hospital, and Dr. J. Littlejohn
have accepted appointments as additional Honorary Surgeons, and Dr.
Beriram H. Jones as Honorary Physician to the Hospital, and also Dr. H.
Woodfield Davies as Honorary Ansssthetist,

The resignation of Dr. Bell Smith on his leaving the district was
received with regret, and it is desired to acknowledge his wvaluable
services during his connection with the Hospital.

The Board desire to express to the Matron, Nursing and Domestic
Staff their high appreciation of their loyal and devoted services during
the year, and the many expressions of gratitude received from patients

for the service of the Hospital is a source of encouragement and
satisfaction.

! Grateful thanks are accorded to the organiser and voluntary collectors
for the Hospital Coniributory Scheme, and their continued endeavours
are warmly acknowledged.

The Sunday services held in the wards each Sunday by the local
clergy and ministers have been greatly appreciated by the patients.

Grateful thanks to the annual subscribers for their continued finanecial
support and for donations which have been received, especially from the
Waltham Cross and District Hospital Carnival Committee, Hospital
Supper Dance per Waltham Amateur "Theatrical Society, the Wesley
Guild, proceeds of play, the Waltham Abbey Club, and Larsen’s
Bowls and Social Club, also to Messrs. Murex Welding Processes and
Sports Club for their generous contributions.

The box holders and the organiser, Mrs. Courtney, are thanked for
their substantial help.

To all donors of gifts in kind, and those who contributed to the
Patients’ Christmas Fund, sincere thanks are given.

The Hospital is deeply grateful for a legacy of £1,23¢ from the late
Mr. H. J. Bolton, who took such a keen interest in the Hospital.

The Annual Garden Féte was held in the grounds of Joyce House
by the kindness of Mr. and Mrs. G. Gray, and it is desired to accord our



warmest thanks to them, and also to Mrs. Trudgett, the Hon. Secretary,
who was so ably assisted by Mrs. Courtney and many willing helpers who
helped to make the event such a great success in raising £333 3s. 11d.

During the year the official annual visit was made by representatives
appointed by the King Edward’s Hospital Fund, who expressed satisfaction
after their inspection of the Hospital. The Board are most grateful to
the Distribution Committee of the Fund for their generous grant of £350,
£250 of which was allocated to the extension.

Grants were also received from the Alexandra and Hospitals’ Day

collections, and those who assisted in the loecal collections are thanked
for their services.

A grant of £10 is also acknowledged from the League of Mercy.

The Linen Guild, organised by Miss M. Bolton and Mrs. Wignall, has
again rendered acceptable service by providing many useful articles,
and all concerned are thanked for their efforts.

The Board are pleased to be able to inform all those interested in the
Hospital that the extension has been approved by the Ministry of Health
and work has commenced. Due to lack of materials and labour, progress
has been held up, but it is hoped that the work will be completed in
the near future, when the additional beds to be provided will be available
for patients. In the meantime, the Board will be pleased to receive

donations towards the cost of equipping and furnishing the wards and
staflf rooms.

The Board has to record with deep regret the death of Mr. J. W.
Wigney, who rendered much valuable service as one of the Honorary
Auditors since the Hospital was first opened.

Mr. F. H. Davies has kindly accepted the appoinitment to fill the
vacancy, and with Mr. E. J. Carter is sincerely thanked for auditing the
accounts for the year.

The retiring members of the Board are Mrs. Courtney, Mrs. G. Tuck,
the Rev. A. V. G. Cleall, and Mr. G. Gray, who are eligible for re-election.

As is now well known, the National Health Service Act, 1946, received
the Royal Assent and was placed on the Statute Book on November 6th,
1946. The parts of the Act relating to the taking over of Hospitals and for
the provision of Hospital services will probably become effective on the
“appointed day” in April, 1948.

As will be seen from a perusal of the accounts, the income for the
yvear shows a small increase over expenditure, mainly due to special
payments received from the British Hospitals’ Association in respect of
grants made towards the increase of Nurses’ salaries under the Rushcliffe
Committee's recommendations and also payments received from the
Ministry of Health for the First Aid Post during the war. Expenditure
has, however, considerably increased, due to rising costs of supplies and
other necessary expenses.

In the meantime, the Hospital Board earnestly appeal for continued
support to enable the Hospital to be handed over fo the State on the
“appointed day” in as highly efficient and well-equipped a state as that
which all supporters of our Voluntary Hospital have combined to achieve
in the past and of which they may be justly proud, and so ensure that
the Hospital continues to be an asset to the district for the continuance
of the treatment of the needy, sick, and suffering.

It is, therefore, hoped that subseribers will continue to support their
local Memorial Hospital by giving as generously as possible to enable
the Board to achieve their aim before the State assumes control.
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STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR TO 31st DECEMBER, 1946.

Compared with those of the previous year.

I. IN-PATIENTS.
A. NUMBER OF BEDS AND IN-PATIENTS.

1. BEDS. 1946 1945
(a) Complement at 31st December .. dee £16 16
{(b) Average daily complement during the year Al I 16
(c) Average daily number closed during the vear

owing to:—
(i) Rebuilding or extension schemes .. 14 Nil
(ii) Repairs, redecorations, cleaning, or 1nfec-
tion .. ST . 11 Nil
(iil) Other causes {war damage repmrs) cerki2 B 1.5
(d) Average daily number open during the year .. 12.0 145
(e) Average daily number occupied during the year 8.4 10.28
2. Number of In-patients in the Ht}spltal at the begm-
ning of year prz 8 5
3. Number of In-patients admltteﬁ during year .. 228 206
4. Number of In-patle.nts in the Hospital at the end of
year o 8 a
5. Average number m‘! days e&ch Pahent was resldent
(yearly total of daily counts—3,040 days) . . 135 12.8

. MNumber of Patients admitted and dlscha‘rged durmg
the year who were resident for:—

iy  Only one day o s rs i 6 23

(ii) Two and three days .. 0% 7 6

The Hospital was closed for two munths durmg thE yvear for War Damage
Repairs.

B. AHHUﬁL EXPENDITURE ON IN-PATIENTS, APART FROM THAT
DN OUT-PATIENTS; AVERAGE COST OF EACH IN-PATIENT PER
WEEK; AND AVERAGE COST OF EACH IN-PATIENT.

1946
Expem%:::}]rﬁ Average ! Average
E:m. cost of each| total cost of
atients In-Patient | each
Bl k | In-Patient
I per wee 1
£ £ 5 dV[PEE s &
1. Provisions 469 g A
2. Surgery and Dispensary 210 9 9 I8 5
3. Domestic 326 15 0 ) [ Sl
4, Salaries and Wages 2 1,521 a1 1 613 5
5. Miscellaneous .. g a3 4 3 g8 2
6. Administration .. e 03 4 3 g 3%
Statistical Cost .. 22712 £6 411 | £11 17 11
7. Establishment: | |
Renewals and Repmrs e 9 l 5 ] 10
8. Finance : | 26 .f 1 2 2.3
TOTAL COST .. | £2747 | £6 6 6 |£12 1 0
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