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OUTSTANDING EVENTS IN THE HISTORY OF

1799

1801

1855

1889

1890

1892

THE LYING-IN HOSPITAL

The Society of the Lying-In Hospital of the City
of New York incorporated and facilities opened
to patients August first, at number 2 Cedar Street.

The work of the Society housed in the building of
the New York Hospital (chartered 1771) for
financial reasons. This arrangement continued for
26 years.

Instruction in obstetrics inaugurated for men
medical students and courses in midwifery for
women—probably the first time in this country
that male students were admitted to delivery
rooms.

Began giving financial aid to patients confined in
their homes, limiting the donation in each case to
twenty-five dollars, ten dollars being the amount
usually paid.

Dr. James W. Markoe and Dr. Samuel W. Lam-
bert organized an obstetrical dispensary to meet
the deplorable situation occasioned by the fact
that approximately half the births in the city were
being conducted by midwives, and also to provide
much needed bedside instruction to young physi-
cians.

The Midwifery Dispensary opened in January,
at 312 Broome Street — the most densely popu-
lated district in the city at that time.

The Society of the Lying-In Hospital took over

the Midwifery Dispensary continuing its work at

314 Broome Street, next door to its original home.
[9]












REPORT OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS
OF THE 140th YEAR OF
THE SOCIETY OF THE LYING-IN HOSPITAL
1938

HE LOSS of Henry G. Barbey, President and a mem-
ber of the Board of Governors of The Society of the
Lying-In Hospital on July 24, 1938, is recorded with
great sorrow by the Board of Governors. Dr. R. Roger
Hannon after several years of faithful service, resigned
during the year his position as Superintendent and was
replaced by Dr. George W. Wheeler who had pre-
viously served as Assistant Superintendent temporarily.
In both Obstetrics and Gynecology, 1938 was a year
of progress measured in terms of number of patients
treated and of the results of the treatment rendered. The
facts and figures which appear in later pages of this
report will bear comparison with those of other institu-
tions of a similar character. The high quality of medical
care received by the patients is a source of gratification
to the Board of Governors as is the uniformly high
standard maintained in nursing in spite of the difficulties
which arise from frequent over-capacity occupancy of
various patient services.
The plan for the care of newborn babies by the staff
of the Pediatrics Department in cooperation with the
Obstetrical staff was continued with complete harmony

and with eminently satisfactory results.
[13]
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MEDICAL REPORT

To the Board of Governors
of THE SOCIETY OF THE LYING-IN HOSPITAL:

GENTLEMEN: I have the honor to present the med-
ical report of The Society of the Lying-In Hos-
pital for the year 1938,

The steady increase in the number of patients ad-
mitted to the Hospital, noted during 1937, has contin-
ued, with the result that in 1938 the bed occupancy rose
to a new high level of 84.6 per cent, as compared with
82.6 per cent for 1937. The semi-private and pavilion
services participated in this increase, while the private
service showed a slight decrease to 80.1 per cent occu-
pancy.

In 1938 we treated 3,622 obstetrical patients in the
Hospital and 671 in the Berwind Clinic, and 1,289 gyn-
ecological cases, a total of 5,582 adult patients. The num-
ber of babies cared for during the year was 3,632 of
whom 2,958 were born in the Hospital and 674 in their
homes.

Although there appears on page 55 a very complete
statistical section covering the maternity and gynecolog-
ical divisions it may be stated here that, for the year 1938
the uncorrected maternal mortality, including ectopic
pregnancies and abortions, was four in 4,271 patients,
or 1.04 per 1,000 pregnancies. Expressed in “terms of
live births” (a method of recording used fairly univer-
sally and one which I consider most inaccurate and mis-
leading) this rate becomes 0.961 per 1,000 live births.
The maternal mortality rates for the years 1932 to 1938
inclusive are given on page 56. During those years the
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staff of the Lying-In Hospital treated 25,821 maternity
patients, with an uncorrected maternal mortality rate of
2.09 per 1,000 patients.

The gynecological service has shown a still further
growth and has almost reached the limit of our available
beds. In 1938 the gynecological discharges totalled 1,289
as compared to 1,173 in 1937, and 952 in 1936.

It has been possible, through the very generous help
of Mrs. John E. Berwind, to continue the home delivery
service in the Harlem district. In last year’s report I
gave a brief historical sketch of the founding and
growth of the Berwind Free Maternity Clinic, sup-
ported for so many years by the late John E. Berwind
and since his death by Mrs. Berwind. In that report I
also recorded the relationship between the Lying-In
Hospital and the Berwind Clinic, pointing out its ob-
jectives, and I expressed the hope that the association
between the two institutions be made permanent. The
work at the Berwind Clinic has been carried on, as in
former years, at a high level of efficiency due to the un-
failing cooperation of the medical and nursing staffs.
It is to be noted that there were no maternal deaths dur-
ing the years 1937 and 1938, in the 1,347 women con-
fined in their homes, as well as in 175 transferred to the
Lying-In Hospital, a total of 1,522 maternity patients.
For such results we are indebted not only to the Attend-
ing and House Staffs, but also to Miss Mary C. Skelley,
Superintendent of the Berwind Clinic, and her assist-
ants and to Miss Katharine Faville, Director of Nursing
Service and the nursing staff of the Henry Street Visit-
ing Nurse Service, Henry Street Settlement.

The medical and nursing staffs of the Lying-In Hos-
pital have continued their excellent work recorded in
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my previous accounts, as evidenced by the results de-
tailed in the statistical section appearing further on in
this report. To both these staffs, as well as to those of the
other clinical departments of the New York Hospital,
I am greatly indebted for their splendid cooperation.
With these staffs must be included the Administration
and the several service departments of the Hospital,
which have continued to give us their full support and
cooperation.

Care of patients, teaching and research are the three
main functions of a university hospital, and as such the
Lying-In has maintained its status during the past year.
The teaching comprises instruction in obstetrics and
gynecology to the Cornell University Medical College
third- and fourth-year students, twenty or more under-
graduate students from other medical schools, under-
graduate nurses from the Nurses Training School of the
New York Hospital, a large number of affiliated nurses
from other schools and twenty-one graduate doctors
each year. I wish to take this opportunity to express my
thanks to the members of the Medical Staff of the Lying-
In Hospital for the manner in which they have assisted
me in both the care of patients and the teaching of these
various groups of students.

For the past several years I have referred to the need
of the Lying-In Hospital and the Department of Ob-
stetrics and Gynecology of the Cornell University Med-
ical College with regard to investigative work, indicat-
ing the dire necessity of funds for that purpose. In last
year’s report I wrote:

“Although maternal mortality still remains one
of the major problems of medicine, even to the ex-
tent that the lay press, through newspaper and
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magazine articles, is attempting to awaken interest
in its solution, it has not as yet been possible to pro-
cure the necessary funds for research which may
lead to a reduction in this annual death rate. With
the exception of the Bostwick donations, we have
unfortunately been unable to obtain any further
outside financial aid. The Department is equipped,
through its own chemical, pathological and bac-
teriological laboratories, to attack the problem of
maternal mortality from many angles, but to do so
we must have adequate funds to provide research
fellowships and technical assistants. We sincerely
hope this report will interest individuals, as well
as foundations in this phase of the work of the
Lying-In Hospital.”

This situation remains unchanged in that we have, so
far, been unable to obtain any additional funds for inves-
tigative work, except that Mr. and Mrs. Dunbar W.
Bostwick have continued their support of the research
work in X-ray pelvimetry.

Although thus handicapped by lack of funds and
animal quarters, members of the staff are conducting
investigations in the laboratories of the Department of
Obstetrics and Gynecology. During the year Mr. Cad-
den and Dr. Stander completed and published their
study on uric acid excretion in eclampsia, and are at pres-
entcarrying on other chemical studies relating to the tox-
emias of pregnancy. In the bacteriological laboratory
Dr. Douglas is studying the control and treatment of
gonococcal infections in the female genito-urinary tract;
the source and prevention of hemolytic streptococcus in-
fections during the post-abortal and puerperal states; the
effect of intrapartum infection on the fetus and on the
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etiology and treatment of intrapartum infections. In the
pathological laboratory Dr. Traut and Dr. Marchetti
are carrying on several studies. Dr. Traut is investigat-
ing, among other problems, the etiology of granulosa and
theca cell tumors of the ovary, the organization of the
placenta in relation to maternal and fetal circulations,
maturation and degeneration of myomata. He has re-
cently published several articles dealing with the etiol-
ogy and treatment of pyelitis in pregnancy. During the
year Dr. Marchetti published his work on benign
tumors of the placenta.

Dr. Pastore is continuing his investigations on hem-
orrhage. Recently he published several contributions
dealing with the factors involved in the control of ante-
partum and postpartum bleeding. He has extended his
blood studies to the newborn infant and hopes to be able
to attack the perplexing problem of premature births.
He and Dr. Javert are also working on prothrombin and
its relation to hemorrhagic disease of the newborn. Dr.
Javertis continuing his very fundamental work on eryth-
roblastosis.

The investigative work in X-ray pelvimetry is being
actively continued by Doctors Steele, Wing and Mec-
Lane. They recently published a clinical evaluation of
stereoroentgenography of the female pelvis. Many clin-
ical studies, such as those on heart disease as a complica-
tion of pregnancy, nephritis and pregnancy and preg-
nancy following caesarean section, have been completed
and published by Dr. Kuder and other members of the
staff.

During 1938 Dr. Harrar published an exceedingly
interesting book on the History of the Lying-In
Hospital.

[23]
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We are looking forward to the opening some time this
year of the new building of the Memorial Hospital,
which now adjoins this institution, as this will undoubt-
edly work to the benefit of our own department of gyne-
cology located in the Lying-In Hospital. It is my hope
that we shall have a close relationship with the staff of
that Hospital, with its long and rich experience in the
treatment of malignant disease.

Probably one of the greatest American contributions
to obstetrics during the past quarter of a century has
been the recognition and development of prenatal care.
I believe it no exaggeration to say that adequate and
proper prenatal or antenatal care has been one of the
major factors in the remarkable reduction in maternal
mortality as recorded by most of the maternity hospitals
throughout this country during the past ten years. In the
annual reports of many of these institutions we now read
of maternal death rates of below three or four per 1,000
patients, as contrasted with double that rate in earlier
years. The “puerperal death rate” in the whole of the
birth registration area of the United States, which since
1933 includes all the states, has likewise shown a reduc-
tion, although it is still far too small as evidenced by the
published reports of the United States Bureau of the
Census, the rate for 1936 being 5.7 per 1,000 live births,
as compared with 6.55 for 1926.

In this achievement of saving of lives of mothers, the
Maternity Center Association has played a pioneer and
significant role. This group of high-minded women,
with their original nucleus and headquarters in New
York City, was among the very first to realize that some-
thing had to be done about our appalling maternal mor-
tality rates, and has developed an organization covering
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this country from coast to coast. This is another example
where well-directed lay interest has been of immeasur-
able help to the medical profession. To the Maternity
Center Association American as well as foreign obste-
tricians should indeed be deeply indebted. The staff of
the Lying-In Hospital is especially and to an even
greater extent indebted to this unique organization, be-
cause in 1932 when this Hospital moved into its new
buildings on the East River, the Maternity Center Asso-
ciation moved in with it taking responsibility for a large
part of the antenatal care. As stated above, the uncor-
rected maternal mortality in almost 26,000 patients
treated by the Lying-In Hospital during the past six and
one-quarter years is only 2.09 per 1,000 patients. Credit
for such results belongs not only to our medical and nurs-
ing staffs, but also to the staff of full-time workers of the
Maternity Center Association. I am unable to fully ex-
press our sense of gratitude and indebtedness to the
Board and to Miss Hazel Corbin, Director of the Mater-
nity Center Association, as well as to their loyal and
faithful staff members who have worked in the Lying-In
Hospital.

It is with deep regret that I have to report that the
Maternity Center is withdrawing from its work in the
Hospital. The reason for this is that the Maternity Cen-
ter is desirous of extending its field work throughout the
country and feels that the Lying-In Hospital is now in a
position to carry on the many functions the Center so
generously initiated in 1932 and developed during the
past six years. It may interest the reader to know that
these functions include instruction to patients at regu-
larly conducted mothers’ classes, with demonstrations of

most practical value. To give an adequate picture of pre-
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natal care would involve writing a textbook on obstetrics,
but suffice it to say that it touches almost every phase of
the art and science of that specialty. From this, one can
appreciate the importance of the role played by the
Maternity Center in the work of the Lying-In Hospital.

The Ladies’ Auxiliary to the Lying-In Hospital,
which for many years has so generously supported our
Social Service Department and in addition has assisted
us in numerous other undertakings, such as the purchase
of radium, the acquisition of books for the departmental
library and the establishment of a transfusion fund, has
once more come to our assistance in assuming part of the
financial responsibility requisite to the continuation of
the antenatal care supplied during the past six years by
the Maternity Center Association.

The reports of the President and Treasurer of the
Ladies’ Auxiliary Board, appearing on pages 32 and 39,
as well as that of the Director of the Social Service De-
partmenton page 35, show to what extent we are depend-
ent upon the assistance of the Auxiliary, to whose mem-
bers I wish to record our deepest gratitude.

As in previous years, it gives me particular pleasure to
assure the Board of Governors of The Society of the
Lying-In Hospital and of The Society of the New York
Hospital of the appreciation of the medical and nursing
staffs and other personnel of the Hospital.

HENRICUS J. STANDER, M.D.

Obstetrician and Gynecologist-in-Chief
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REPORT OF NURSING ACTIVITIES

I HEREWITH submit the report of the Nursing Service
of the Lying-In Hospital for the year 1938.

Encouraging progress has been made toward a more
constant group in the nursing service which has been
helpful in maintaining and improving the quality of
patient care. This stabilization is clearly indicated by the
marked reduction in turnover, which was lower this year
than for any other since the opening of the Hospital at
its present site in 1932, Only three of a total of sixty
nurses who left the staff held positions of special respon-
sibility, one head nurse and two assistant head nurses.
Any turnover affects the service, but change in these im-
portant key positions where service to patients, doctors,
and students is involved, has a profound effect upon the
whole organization.

Nurses who have left the staff this year have done so
in large part for the same reasons as formerly, i.e., to ac-
cept other positions, or to be married, or because of
family, health, or other personal reasons. The appoint-
ment of former staff members and graduate students has
again reduced the number of new members who must be
introduced to the department.

Considerable attention has been given to more inten-
sive and statistical studies, made at the request of medi-
cal, nursing, and official agencies, as well as for our own
information and guidance. Data have been obtained on
the ratio of nurses to patients in the Lying-In Hospital,
the hours of nursing care per patient per day, the hours
of special nursing care furnished to patients of all classes
by the regular staff, the use of masks for mothers during

the nursing period, the personnel needed to provide for
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more consecutive time off duty for the staff members, and
on other subjects. Tangible results so far have been the
appointment of three additional staff members and the
institution of a plan for giving whole days off duty some-
what similar to that used in other departments of the
New York Hospital. We believe that this plan, only ten-
tatively adopted, is already showing some results in in-
creased stability and contentment of our group.

Eighty-eight students completed the basic course in
obstetrical and gynecological nursing during the year.
Fifty of this number were undergraduates; thirty-five
from the New York Hospital School of Nursing, and
fifteen from the Moses Taylor Hospital School of Nurs-
ing, Scranton, Pennsylvania. Thirty-six graduate stu-
dents completed the basic course and two had special
courses planned for their specific needs. While a little
over fifty per cent of these graduate nurses came from
hospitals in the East, the southern states were well repre-
sented and the number from the middle and western
states increased. One student came from Canada, one
from Panama, and one from China.

Days lost on account of illness increased markedly this
year, due to the hospitalization which was necessary for
several nurses rather than to a generally lower level of
health. The number of days leave of absence, however,
granted in accordance with our policy for reasons of
serious importance to the individual or her family, was
lower than for the two preceding years.

Visitors from other hospitals and schools of nursing
both near and far, still bring the stimulation of their in-
terest and problems. We hope that this exchange of ideas
proves as beneficial to them as it is stimulating to us.

Christmas was an especially happy time this year,
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when mothers and babies received knitted shoulderettes
and dainty pink or blue sweaters. This useful surprise
was made possible by the whole-hearted participation of
members of all the departments of the hospital service in
raising money for the Christmas fund, which was pro-
moted through ice cream festivals held on the library ter-
race during the summer. These were gala occasions at-
tended by many friends of the Woman’s Clinic, and we
hope they will be repeated next summer.

During the coming year some changes will be made to
meet the terms of a new code governing lying-in hos-
pitals and newborn nurseries and the new law making
New York registration obligatory for all those who take
part in nursing activities within this state. We look for-
ward also to the more regular engagement of private
duty nurses in the care of our private and semi-private
patients.

We are, as always, greatly indebted to Dr. Henricus ]J.
Stander, Obstetrician and Gynecologist-in-Chief, and
the members of the medical staff for their cooperation in
everything relating to the nursing service and the educa-
tion of student nurses, and to Miss Louise Zabriskie and
the nurses in the Maternity Center upon whose help we
depend so much. I wish to express the appreciation of the
nursing staff for the active interest of the Ladies’ Auxil-
1ary, and the cooperation we have always received from
all departments of the Hospital. In conclusion may I
express my personal gratitude to the members of the
nursing staff for their loyal support during another year.

Respectfully submitted,

VERDA F. HICKCOX

Head of Qbstetrical and Gynecological
Nursing Service and Instruction
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LADIES' AUXILIARY TO THE SOCIETY OF
THE LYING-IN HOSPITAL

(November 1, 1937 to December 31, 1938)

HE WORK for the year has gone on smoothly under
Tthe able direction of Mrs. Satterthwaite.

Occupational therapy for the cancer patients was
started, and we engaged Miss Carmer for two afternoons
a week to teach the women various handicrafts. The ar-
ticles made were so attractive that a show-case for their
display was placed in the hall at the main entrance to the
hospital. Belts, hat bands, etc., have been sold for the
benefit of the patients.

Mrs. Paul Pryibil, Treasurer, reports disbursements
of $10,381.61.

Mrs. Crawford Burton, Chairman of the Babies’
Alumni, reports that she estimates approximately one-
third of the babies born in the Lying-In Hospital will
become members of the Alumni. The amount collected
from memberships was $1,544.99,

Mrs. Stephen C. Millett, Chairman of the Volunteer
Workers’ Committee, reports 32 volunteers working
1,469 hours in the clinic.

Mrs. E. Farrar Bateson, Chairman of the House Com-
mittee, received gifts of old linen from twelve members
of the Auxiliary, magazines from five members, 35 jig-
saw puzzles, Christmas ornaments, Christmas cards,
toys, flowers, miscellaneous baby and adult clothing, a
rubber bath from Mrs. Charles V. Hickox, layettes from
Miss Hannah Josephi, Junior Emergency Relief Com-
mittee, and the American Red Cross—a total of 48. Mrs.
Bateson kindly subscribed to the New Yorker, The Sat-
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The sewing class, under the guidance of the Maternity
Center Association nurse, has been of great benefit to the
many young mothers who attend. Twenty-two patients
per session attend this class thus showing interest in learn-
ing to make their own layettes.

The library inaugurated in 1937 for clinic patients was
in active demand throughout the year. The catalogue
now carries the best books on maternal health, infant
care, and child guidance. These books are available to
all mothers attending our clinic.

Occupational therapy was inaugurated during 1938.
The Ladies’ Auxiliary became interested in a group of
bed patients who required prolonged X-ray and radium
treatments for cancer. A registered occupational thera-
pist, Miss Dorothy Carmer, was engaged to give in-
structions to these patients twice a week. An initial
appropriation of $50.00 for the purchase of raw mate-
rials was made by the Auxiliary. It was later supple-
mented by an additional $50.00 to serve as a revolving
fund for the purchase of material. Instruction was given
on the pavilion, and some patients were allowed to take
work home after discharge. It was decided that the
patients should keep the first finished article and that
subsequent articles should be offered for sale, the patient
sharing in the profit and the balance replenishing the
revolving fund. To stimulate sales, a showcase was pur-
chased and installed in the entrance hall. Lampshades,
table mats, punched belts, purses, braided belts and dog
leashes were made. The results are gratifying. The med-
ical and nursing staff have recognized the therapeutic
value of this service to patients.

The postpartum returns reached 99.5% in March,
1938 and the lowest return was 94.6% 1n October, 1938,
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The gynecology figures are also worthy of mention;
91.79% of the patients recommended for admission to the
Hospital for operations were admitted to the pavilion.
This high figure is due to active follow-up.

I wish to express thanks to the Ladies’ Auxiliary for
their constant interest and their ready sympathy and
generosity in the solution of our problems, and to the
medical and nursing staff, who have never failed to co-
operate in any social plan for a patient that we have
brought to their attention, to the administrative and cler-
ical staff and to forty-five community agencies who have
cooperated with us in the care of our patients, particu-
larly the convalestent homes and housekeeping services.
The Junior League has placed skilled and competent
housekeepers for a period of three months or more in
homes where there have been difficult problems of mari-
tal discord and child behavior to aggravate the mother’s
illness. The W. P. A. Housekeeping Service has fur-
nished housekeepers to our cardiac and toxemia patients.
These agencies fill a long-felt need. Our work with the
other departments of this Hospital where cooperation
has been essential for the continued treatment of patients
after obstetrical care is completed, has presented a
greatly appreciated opportunity.

Respectfully submitted,

ALICE SATTERTHWAITE
Director
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Stewart Brown ......... 18541880
Jacob Harsen ........... 1861-1862
Benjamin D, Silliman ... 1861-1890
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Charles §. Brown
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Henry G. Barbey ........
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Wilson M. Powell
Barklie Henry ..........
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1903-1919
1904-1908
1905-1914
1905-1915
1905-1912
1906-1928
1906=1909
1907-1926
1909-1927
1909-1928
1909-1912
1913-1913
19131928
1913-1920
1914-1928
1914-1928
1915-1928
1920-1926
1920-1928%8

. 1923——

1924-1928
1927-1928
1927-1928
1928-1933
1928-1934
1928—
1928-1935
1928——
1928-1935
1928—
1928-1938
1928——
1928——o
1928-1936









DISTRIBUTION OF BEDS

L B e e R 26
Semi-private .. ........... T s 20
b e e B B R E A R 144 190
Newborn ...... e 142 332
ADMISSIONS
OBSTETRICAL
R o i s bnes e 452
T T 367
R i . 2,633 3,452
GYNECOLOGICAL
Ty e e 158
S e 173
L e e T 1,031 1,362 4814
s s ioiusocvnnsssvnasannne 3,012
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PAVILIONS TAKE THE PLACE OF WARDS
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