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Honorary Medical Staff, 1948 :

Consulting Surgeon :
B. SEcrETAN, M.B. (Lond.), F.R.C.5. (Eng.).

Consulting Ophthalmic Surgeon :
A. DorreLL, F.K.C.5. [Eng.).

Consulting Obstetrician and Gynaecologist :
B. Baxter, O.B.E., T.D., M.B., Ch.B. (Ed.}, F.R.C.S. [Ed.), M.R.C.0.G.

Consulting Aural Surgeon :
PowgLL, M.B., B.Ch. (Cantab.).
Consulting Adviser to the Orthopaedic Department :
R. GirpLEsTONE, M.A., B.Ch. (Oxon), F.R.C.5. (Eng.).
Consulting Dental Surgeon ;
T. ;. Dickens, L.D.5.
Physicians :

. 5. L Marguaxp, M.D. (Lond.), F.R.C.P. (Lond.).
. M. Jenwixgs, M.D. (Lond.), M.R.C.P. (Lond.), D.P.H. (Eng.).

Surgeons :
H. Arrkex WaLker, M.A., M.B., B.Ch. [Cantab.), F.R.C.5. (Eng.).
L. Bonx, M.B.,, B.5. (Lond.), F.R.C.5. (Eng.).

Ophthalmic Surgeon :
T. W. Casuerr, M.B., B.5. (Lond.), F.R.C.5. (Ed.).

Obstetrician and Gynaecologist :

. E, WHEELER, M.B.E., F.R.C.5. (Edin.}, M.R.C.5. (Eng.), L.R.C.P. (Lond.).

Aural Surgeon :

. H. Huxt WiLLiams, M.B., B.Ch. (Cantab.), F.R.C.5. (Edin.).

Assistant Physician :
G. Birp, B.A., M.D., B.Ch.,, BAO, (Dub.).
J. Kemprox, M.D., Ch.B. (Bristol), M. R.C.P". (Lond.), M.R.C.5 (Eng),
D.C.H.

Assistant Surgeons :

. G. Remip, M.B., B.5. (Lond.), F.R.C.5. (Eng.}.

Latro, M.B., Ch.B. (5t. And.}, FF.R.C.5. (Eng.).
Assistant Ophthalmic Surgeon :

. W, Dorrerr, M.A, BB, B.Ch. (Cantab.), F.R.C.5. (Ed.), D.O.M.S,

Anaesthetist :

. P. Hier, M.B., Ch.B. (Vict), D.A. (Eng.).
. R. M. Bristow, M.R.C.5. (Eng.), L.R.C.S. (Lond.). D.A. (Eng.)—Acting.

Radiologist :

<. H. P. Cavg, M.B., B.5. (Lond.), D.M.R.E. (Cantab.).

Dermatologist ;

». B. MitcueELL-Hecss, O.B.E., M.D.,, F.R.C.P. (Lond.).

Physician in Charge of the Physiotherapy Department :

. H. Pricg, B.A.,, M.D.,, B.Ch.,, B.A.O.,, DP.H. (Dub.).

Psychiatrist :
Ogper, M.R.C.5. (Eng.}), LLR.CP. [(Lond.), D.P.M. (Eng.).

Surgeon in Charge of the Orthoptic Department :
T. W. CasneLr, M.B., B.S. (Lond.), F.R.C.S. (Ed.).

Physician in Charge of the Cardiological Department :
G. Birp, B.A., M.D., B.Ch., B.A.O. {Dub.).

Dental Surgeon :
C. Goappy, L.ID.5,
A, ArcHiBaLp, LI5S, R.C.5.
* On service with H.M, Forcas,
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Medical Staff

Registrars :
Aural - - = 5. F. Logaw Damwg, M.A., MB Ch. (Cantab.), M.R.C.5.
Assistant Medical - [. J. Davis, M.R.C.5. {En,gjl. R.C {Laund:.l.
(Eng.), L.R.C.P. {Lond.).

Assistant Anaesthetists :
M. F. Murpuy, L.R.C.P. (L), L.R.C.S. (L).
DorotHEA Tavior, M.D., B.S. (Lond.).
g{[ V. SHEMILT, M.B., BE. (Lond.), M.R.C.5. (Eng.), L.R.C.P. (Lond.], DLA. Eng.).
5. Howg, M.R.C.S. (Eng.), L.R.C.P. (Lond.), D.A. (Eng.).

Clinical Assistants :

Ophthalmic - - E. M. MacLacuHraw, M.R.CS. (Eng), L.LR.C P (Lond.).
K. Fawsserr, M.R.C.S. (Eng.], L.R.C.P. (Lond.), D.O.M.5.
Aural - - - E. F. Barnarpo, MB B.S. (Lond.), F.R.C.5. (Edin.).
A. J. ReeEp, M.R.C.5. {Lng} L.R.C.E. {Lond.).
Medical - - - F. E. E. Sarcent, M.D, [Lnnd} M.R.CS. {F g'_l D.P.M.
o, "u" GLeEpHILL, M.R.C.5. (Eng.), L.R.C.F. (Lond.).
G. M. F. Bissgr, M.B,, Ch.B {Edin.).
Pathological - - J. E. Bearry, M.B., B.Ch. {Duh}l
G. A. Jacksoxw, M.R.CS. (Eng.), L.R.C.P. (Lond.).
Dermatological - P. W. F. Mclevesya, LLR.C.P.,, LR.CS. (Edin.).
. M&xuo-;\smm:q, M.B., B.S. (Lond.), M.E.C.5. (Eng.), L.R.C.P.
nd.).
Vm{:.u'r Fraser, M.B., BS. (Lond.), M.R.C.5. (Eng.), L.R.C.P.
(Lond.).
Obstetrical and R. A, Rarcerrr, M.D., B.Ch. (Cantab.).
Gynaecological :

Radiotherapy Department :
Director :
W. . Evans, M.E., BS. (Lond.), M.R.C.S. (Eng.), L.LR.C.P. (Lend.), DM.R.T, (Eng.).
Accident Room Surgeon :
T. RownTrEE, M.B,, Ch.B. (Cantab.), M.B,, B.5. (Lond.), F.R.C.S. (Eng.)
Anaecsthetist :
K. Bryy THomas, M.E.C.S. (Eng.), LR.C.P. (Lond.), D.A. (Eng.).
Assistant Radiologist:
J. D. Rawrin, M.B., Ch.B. (Glasgow).
Pathological Department :
Director :
J. Mirrs, M.D., Ch.B. [Vict.).

Bacteriologist :
Vacant,

Bio-Chemist :
C. A. Mawson, Ph.ID., M.Se. (Viet).

Assgistant Pathologist ;
I. A. BLackmore, M.IX.C.5. (Eng.}, L.R.C.P. (Lond.).

Medical Officer in Charge of the V.ID. Department:
H. 5. LE Marguanp, M.D. (Lond.), F.R.C.P. (Lond.).

Refraction Officer :
J. C. Hirr, B.M., B.Ch. (Oxon), D.O.M.S.

Resident Medical Staff :
ResipeENT SurcicaL OrrFicer—K. H. Tavior, M.B., B.S. (Lond), F.R.C.S. (Eng.).
Sexior RESIDENT OFFICER, qucommm; DEFPARTMENT.
SeEnioR RESIDENT OFFICER, AURAL DEPARTMENT.

House PHYSICIAN. First HoUSE SURGEOMN.
RESIDENT ANAESTHETIST. Seconn HousgE SURGEON.
ResipENT, BLAGRAVE BrawcH. CASUALTY OFFICER.

House SURGEON To OBSTETRICAL AND GYNAECOLOGICAL DEFARTMENTS.
Housg SurGEoN To OPHTHALMIC DEPARTMENT.
RESIDENT ASSISTANT FPATHOLOGIST.
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The 109th
Annual Report of the Board of Management

of the

ROYAL BERKSHIRE HOSPITAL

For the Year ended 31st December, 1947.

The Board of Management have the honour to present their 109th Annual Report
for the year ended 31st December, 1047.

On 5th July, 1948, the provisions of the National Health Service Act come into
operation and on that date responsibility for the Heospital Service throughout the country
passes to H.M. Government.

The Regional Hospital Boards are already established and Management Committees
are now being formed to undertake the duties allocated to them under the Act.

As it i5 doubtiul whether a report covering the period 1st January to 30th
1848, will be published, the Board takes this opportunity of thanking all those who
continued to subscribe to the funds of the Hospital and 50 ensure that the service
rendered to the public continues unimpaired until the ** Appointed Day."

Boarp oF MaxaGEMENT.—Mr. E. R. Jackson and Mr. W. H. Bale, representatives
of the Reading County Borough Council, retired during the year and were succeeded
by Mr. T. 5. W. Smart and Mr. A. Lovell.

Dr. L. M. Jennings succeeded Dr. J. G. Bird as representative of the Honorary
Medical Staff.

Vacancies were filled by the election of the following new members (—

Miss I. J. Elliston-Clifton (Berkshire County Council).

Col. H. G. Peakea (Berkshire County Council).
Mrs. Cashell (Reading).
Mr. A. Cosden (Reading).

HoNorARY MEDICAL STAFF.—Consulling Staff.—The deaths of Dr. Gordon Lambert,
Honorary Consulting Physician, and Mr. R. P. Brooks, Honorary Consulting Ophthalmic
Surgeon, are recorded with sincere regret. Their services to the Hospital were outstanding
and will long be remembered.

Mr. Leslie Fowell was elected Honorary Cunsultmg Aural Surgeon on his retirement
from the active staff. Mr. Powell had been in charge of the Aural Department of the
Hospital since 1920 and in recording their sincere appreciation of his valuable services,
the Board are glad to know that the benefit of his advice will still be available.

Mr. B. H. Hunt Williams has been appeointed Honorary Aural Surgeon.

Mr, A. N. Hooper resigned from the post of Honorary Obstetrician and Gynaecologist
and has been succeeded by Mr. F. E, Wheeler, M.B.E. The Board record their high
appreciation of the services rendered to the Hospital by Mr. Hooper for many years.

Mr. R. G. Reid and Mr. C. Latto have been appointed Honorary Assistant Surgeons,
and Mr. H. M. Archibald, Honorary Dental Surgeon.

Dr. B. P. Hill, Honorary Anaecsthetist, left for service with the Forces in June.
During his absence Dr. T. R. M. Bristow will act as Honorary Anaesthetist.

Dr. M. 5. Howe has been appointed Honorary Assistant Anaesthetist,
Mepical STAFF.—The following appointments have been made during the year :(—

Director, Radiotherapy Department ... Dr. W, G. Evans.
Assistant, Medical Department e D J. J. Kempton.
Accident Room Surgeon ... Mr. T. Rowntree.
Anaesthetist ... Dt K. Bryn Thomas.
Assistant Radiologist ... .. Dr. J. A Rankin.
The following have been appointed Clinic Assistants to the Out-Patients Department;—
Medical Department ... v Dr. C. V. Gledhill and Dr. G. L. F. Bisset.
Dermatological Department ... Dr Violet Fraser,
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ADMINISTRATIVE AND OTHER STAFF.—The Board is much indebted to Lady Hilbery
for so kindly taking charge of the Occupational Therapy at the Blagrave Branch.

During the year Rev. C. Bourne resigned from the post of Chaplain to the Hospital
on his appointment as Rural Dean of Reading.

Rev. E. J. Willis, Free Church Chaplain, also resigned on leaving Reading in June,
and is succeeded by Rev. G. P. Smailes.

Miss M. Rhys resigned from the post of Catering Officer, and Mr. C. E. Buck has
been appointed to succeed her.

Mr. F. K. Elkins left the Pharmaceutical Staff on his appointment as Chief Pharmacist
at Worthing Hospital. The vacancy has been filled by the appointment of Mr. G. E. Herd.

HousiNg oF StaFF.—During the year the Board has purchased two properties which
have been re-constructed to provide additional accommodation for Nurses until the
extensions to the existing NMurses Home can be carried out :(—

Orwell Honse, Craven Road ... 18 bedrooms.
56, London Road .-. 10 bedrooms.

In addition three houses have been purchased and leased to members of the
administrative and technical staffs on service agreements.

The accommodation provided at Jowee Grove, Nettlebed, by arrangement with the
Governors of 5t. Mary's Hospital, London, has been used to house the Preliminary Training
School for Nurses.

The marked increase in the number of nurses available for the staffing of the Wards

has resulted in a corresponding increase in the number of beds available and the number
of in-patients treated throughout the year,

EXTENSIONS AND STRUCTURAL ALTERATIONS.—Throughout the year work on the
wnew block in which the Radiotherapy Department will be temporarily housed has
continued. While every effort has been made to speed up the work progress has been
regrettably slow and the building is not yet finished.

The re-construction of Sidmouth Ward has now been completed. Again, the
modernisation which it was hoped to carry out within a short period has extended over
many months, owing to the acute shortage of labour and materials. The modernisation
of Benyon Ward is now in hand.

Acting under the instructions of the Board of Management, the Building and Planning
Sub-Committee have considered schemes and plans submitted by the Architect for the
following :—

1. Nurses Home. Provision of 104 additional bed and bed-sitting rooms and
new Training School for Nurses,

2. Modernisation of West Ward.

3. Hut (concrete and brick) for Orthoptic Clinic and School.

4. Huts [concrete and brick) for the following Out-Patient Clinics :—Ophthalmic,
Otolaryngological, Gynaecological and Physiotherapeutic.

5. Pathological Laboratory—Extension.

6. Provision of additional boiler and generator to provide heating, lighting and
hot water services for items | and 4.

7. Re-conditioning of roads, pathways and forecourt.

Items 1, 2, 3 and 4 have received the sanction of the Board, and are now awaiting
approval by the Ministry of Health.

ContriBUTORY ScHEME —Notwithstanding the fact that the Act makes no provision
for the continnance of Contributory Schemes, the Howval Berkshire and Associated
Hospital Scheme has, through the loyalty of its members, continued its invaluable support.
To the members of the Scheme Committee and all the voluntary workers concerned, the
Board convey their warmest thanks and place on record their high appreciation of their
work. The Annual Meeting of Contributory Scheme workers was again held, by
invitation of the Board, at ™ Olympia.”” A large number attended and were much
interested in the address by Mr. G. T. W. Cashell, FR.C.S,, on " Why We Wear Glasses."
The Chairman and representatives of the Board expressed their high appreciation and
thanks to the members for the wholehearted support they had given to the Hospital for

many years.
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RS TREASURER'S REPORT

For the Year ending 31st December, 1947,

I have pleasure in presenting, probably for the last time, the Annual Accounts for
the Financial Year ended 31st December, 1947. The report for the year ended December,
1946, included an estimate of Ordinary Expenditure for 1947 of £140,000, which you will
see from the Income and Expenditure Account has been considerably exceeded.
However, when comparing the Ordinary Expenditure with that of the previous year,
it must be understood that the Expenditure on Greenlands Private Patients’ Block of
48,840 has been included this year in the General Income and Expenditure Account.
The estimate, therefore, for the previous vear has been exceeded by almost £27,700—

19-78%;.
Income.

Voluntary Gifts have kept up remarkably well notwithstanding the National Health
Service Act, 1046, Subscriptions, vou will notice, are £1,046 down, mainly due to the loss
of three large subscriptions, and the reduction in the amount of Income Tax recoversd
on covenanted subscriptions,

The following special denations are most gratefully acknowledged, together with
many small amounts too numerous to mention :—

£ wdi
Reading University Students Union Rag, 1947 ... e ik T I
Royal Berkshire Hospital Annual Ball ... e BTE 16 T
Forest Division of Berks, Justices of .. 176 0 O
Curzon Club ... i 1 1} B SR )
Windsor State Apa:tmcnts e oot e 1000 O 0

Receipis on account of Services vendeved lo Palienis.—The increase in this sub-heading
is mainly due to the inclusion of Greenlands receipts, amounting to £7,344.

Public Authorities.—This increase is due to the provisions of the Education Act,
1944, whereby payments for the treatment of school children, both In and Out-patients,
are now the responsibility of the Local Authorities. Claims have been made this year,
back-dated to April, 1945, amounting to almost £22,000. Claims under the Government
Emergency Hospital Scheme and the State Grant towards Rushcliffe rates of salaries
are no longer being made separately in view of the financial assistance given to the
Hospital by the Mlmstry of Health. An estimated figure has been included.

Tnvesied Properiy.—The deficit when comparing this year and last year has occurred
through the sale of all Free Securities,

EXPENDITURE.

After allowing for Greenlands Expenditure of {8,846, total Ordinary Expenditure
has increased this year by £38,717, which is 30-029; above last year. Prices have risen
in nearly every commodity, but when reviewing comparative figures in the Income and
Expenditure Account, it must be borne in mind that many more beds have been available
this year, resulting in a larger consumption of provisions, drugs, dressing, etc. The
natural tendency is for the Hospital Medical Staff to make use of modern advances in
medicine, which entails the use of special drugs involving considerable additional expense,
Many Instruments which have been on order for a considerable time are now being
delivered after long delays. Salaries and Wages have continued to rise during the year.
We have been fortunate in securing additional Nursing Staff, so that the increase in
Salaries and Wages is not only due to increased rates, but also to the ecost of additional
Staff. Printing, Stationery, Telephones and Insurance have all been subject to increased
cost during the vear. Although these figures show an exceptionally high increase in nearly
every category, I am satisfied that every possible economy has been made witheut
reducing the standard of comfort or treatment of the patients. My Finance Committes
have reviewed the Expenditure with Income monthly throughout the year. The position
as shown in the Income and Expenditure Account, therefore, was anticipated.

In addition, £26,440 has been spent on account of Extensions and  Structural
Alterations, the purchase of additional property for the housing of Nursing and other
Staff, and the renewals and improvement of existing Equipment.
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The large deficit shown in the Income and Expenditure Account of {46,008, to which
must be added Capital Expenditure of £26,440, is clearly reflected in the Balance Sheet,
and it will be readily seen that the large Cash and Security resources of the Hospital
have been liquidated in meeting these items. The Free Cash and Security position at
the end of 1946 was in the region of f65,000. In 1947 the Cash balance at the Bank
had been exhausted, the Free Securities realised and the Cash spent, and an overdraft
at the Bank of £3 6968 incurred. In addition the Ministry of Health have given the
Hospital special financial assistance.

The cost of treating Road Traffic cases during the past vear was £2 211, the amount
recovered was £2,201 ({1,880 under the Road Traffic Acts and £321 from the Contributory
Scheme). )

The average cost per In-patient has been reduced from £22 8s. 7d. to £21 5s. 2d.,
although the Daily Cost has increased from £1 4s. 6d. per day to £1 Ts. Td. (The percentage
of Contributory Scheme In-patients was 50-05.)

The average cost per Out-patient has increased from 17s. 5d. to £1 3s. 1d., and the
cost of each attendance from 3s. 4d. tods. 7d. [The percentage of Contributory Scheme
Out-patients was 67-60.)

Greestlands.—Due to the heavy inerease in the cost of maintaining patients, the fee
at Greenlands has becn increased from £8 18s. 6d. to {12 0s. Od. per week for single rooms,
and from £5 15s. 8d. to {11 0s. 0d. per week for double rooms. The new charges include
the use of theatre and free pathological service, ete.  Previously these items were charged
as extras, and amounted to an average of £2 14s. 4d. per patient, or £1 13=. 5d. per patient
per week. As previously stated, the whole of the working of Greenlands has been included
in the General Fund.

The Qut-patients’ Department Canteen Account has been transferred, with many
of the unexpended Income balances of Special Funds, to the General Fund.

The Convalescent Fund Account shows an excess of Expenditure of £73 0s. 0d.,
after spending 21 0s. 0d. as relief to Patients, {1,147 on Surgical Appliances, {36 on
maintenance of Patients in Convaleseent Homes, and {72 on Travelling Expenses.

The Laundry Account shows a decrease in the cost per 100 pieces washed from
I5s. 11d. to 16s. 2d. The average number of pleces washed w v has increased by
2,802,

Land, Buildings and Equipment.—The Professional Valuation of Land, Buildings
and Equipment made in 1945 has now been brought into the Accounts, creating a Reserve
on Revaluation of Land, Buildings and Equipment of {377,755, which amount can be
written down if prices tend to deflate. A list is given on page 12 of the Report showing
Land, Buildings, Equipment and Outside Properties valued separately, amounting to
£668,312 0s. 6d.

I would particularly like to stress that every effort is being made, where materials
and labour are awvailable, to continue improving the Service, Equipment and Buildings
of the Hospital. ,

In conclusion, may I thank all the benefactors of the Hospital for the splendid way
in which they have continued their support during 1947, and for their efforts in the past,
without which the many improvements in the services of our Hospital would not have
been possible. I am sure even after July 5th, which we understand to be the appointed
day, f‘grsunal Support will still be necessary in some form. Financial Sume't will also
be necessary to give new Hospital Management Committees " free money " to spend on
special purposes, other than the maintenance of patients.

It will still be possible for those who cherish an intimate association with a particular
Hospital to ensure that their financial support goes to benefit this Hospital and no
other. A suggestion as to how this may be done is shown on page 11.

H. H. WILDER,
Hon., Treasurer.
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CAPITAL SUSPENSE ACCOUNT.

Statement of Balances as at 31st December, 1947,

LIABILITIES. | ASSETS.
L oand | £ s d
Capital Account. Caszh at Bank—
Balance as at Halford Fund 103 12 &
d1/12/46 ... 303 12 ©
Less transferred
to General
Fund L2000 0 0
e — 103 12 &
£103 12 6 £103 12 6
CONVALESCENT FUND ACCOUNT.
Income and Expenditure Account for the Year Ended 31st December, 1947.
EXPENDITURE. £ & d INCOME L s d
By Relief on Leaving . 21 1 9 | To Subscriptions 15 8 10
.+ Surgical Appliances - L14T 5 71 . Donations ad 12 &
. Maintenance of Patients in Interest on Investments ... 2l & ©
Convalescent Homes ... 35 16 2| | Receipts collected by
. Iravelling and Miscellaneous Almeoner for Appliances,
Pavments for Patients ... 72 1 Convalescence, ete. :—
Patients 763 4 9
Approved Societies 148 18 7
Charitable Sources T6 13 8
Public Authorities 116 6 2
| Contributory Schemes 12 12 0
| ., Balance, being excess of Ex-
penditure over Income ... 73 2 4
£1,276 4 9 £1.276 4 D
Statement of Balances as at 31st December, 1947,
LIABILITIES. ASSETS.
£ 8. d. £ s d £ osodl
Sundry Creditors 152 6 B | Cash at Bank 1,087 0 8
Capital Account. Cash in Hand ... 40 0 0
Balance as at Sundry Debtors 911 8
31/12/46 1,807 8 O Investments 760 0 O
Less Excess of
Expenditure
over Income
for the year ... 73 2 4
1,734 & B8
£1,886 12 4 £1,886 12 4
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ROYAL BERKSHIRE HOSPITAL
(326 Beds*.)

1946. 1947.
Number of In-Patients admitted ... 4,943 6,648
Number of Beds in constant occupation ... 200-54 23703
Number of New Out-Patients treated 19,311 20,445
Number of Casualty Patients treated 7,505 7.904

(included in above)
Number of Out-Patient Attendances o 99,946 103,283
BLAGRAVE BRANCH HOSPITAL
(64 Beds.)

Number of In-Patients admitted ... 1,187 1,124
Number of Beds in constant occupation ... 50-17 40-34

Paying Patients Block. * GREENLANDS'
(23 Beds.)

Mumber of Patients admitted 567 64

Number of Beds in constant occupation ... 18-46 17-69
* Includes 40 Beds reserved under Emergency Medical Service Scheme.

VISITING DAYS

ADULT PATIENTS. CHILDREN.
Wednesday ( 2.30 p.m. Saturday, 2.30-3.30 p.m.
and . to Parents or Guardians only are
Saturday | 3.30 p.m. permitted to wisit Children
Sunday, 2.30-3.45 p.m. Patients.
Children under the age of 10 years are not permitted to visit adult
patients.
Children under the age of 15 years are not permitted to wvisit in
the Children’s Ward.

Visiting of patients in the Maternity Department is subject to
special restriction.
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MATRON'S REPORT, 1947

During the year there have been many small changes; these have allowed the:
extengion of the Nursing Services of the Hospital. Whilst the floods were causing anxiety
in March the Preliminary Training School was made ready in Joyce Grove, Nettlebed,.
where the second floor was rented from St. Mary's Hospital, Paddington. Here we welcomed.
the first Student Nurses on 25th March, and since then forty-seven Nurses have taken

their first eight weeks' course in this lovely mansion.

This new accommodation made room for more staff here, and as the numbers crept
up we found we were again without rooms for the Nurses to live in. During the summer
months the Board of Management purchased No. 56 London Road, and the work of prepara-
tion started at once. At last it was ready, and on 27th December the first Staff Nurses.
moved in, There are ten bedrooms, and one has two beds, so we were able to take eleven
more Nurses, I feel it will be a very happy home, although just opened and not complete
the Staff Nurses who live there enjoy it greatly.

As the nursing staff increased we were able to open more wards. The opening of
Jovee Grove released Huntley and Palmer Ward, which, after repainting, was
for patients on 2lst April ; and Albert Ward was staffed by part-time Nurses and opened
for a Tonsil Ward. The part-time Nurses have given excellent service during the year,
and though they change fairly often, due to domestic ties, we have managed to fill the
gaps and keep the service running.

Miss Saunders left in November, after over twenty years' service as Home Sister
and Assistant Matron, to look after her parents. She was as sad to leave us as we are sorry
to part with her. Miss Aldwinckle, A.R.R.C., was appointed in her stead from the post
of Senior Home Sister, and this post was filled by the promotion of Miss Hosken, our
Casualty Sister. Another loss, after many vears' service, was felt when Miss Batt resigned
the post of Sister of Sidmouth Ward, though she is still near enough to visit us. We welcomed
Miss Wilson as Second Assistant Matron, and Sister Purnell as Second Home Sister,
Sisters Jones and Frankenbusch to the Ophthalmic Department, Sister Blackwell to Benyon,
Sister Brown to Alice, Sister Morris to Children's Ward, Sister Johnson to Casualty, and

Sisters Fletcher and Hatt on night duty.

_ 71 new Student Nurses entered for training during the vear, and 14 second-year
Nurses from affiliated hospitals ; 22 left without completing training, 3 to be married,
4 because of failures in examinations ; 2 unsuitable, and the others for various reasons,

chiefly domestic,

STATE EXAMINATIONS.
Final —31 entered, 29 passed on first entry and 2 failed (they re-emtered and

passed).
Preliminary : Part 2.—27 entered and passed.
Fart 1.—46 entered, 44 passed at first entry and 2 failed (1 re-entered and passed).

Thus 31 Student Nurses became State Registered during the vear 1947 :—
15 were promoted and appointed Staff Nurses,
7 left to take Midwifery Training.

4 left to be married.
4 left to take Staff Nurses' posts in special hospitals for added experience.

1 left to become a District Nurse.

K. 1. Cawoop, S.R.N., 5.C.M., R5.C.N.,
Matron.
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ALMONER'S REPORT, 1947

In presenting the Annual Report of the Almoner's Department for 1947 I am pleased
“to record a vear of good work and progress. The main function of an Almoner is to find
-a solution for all the social ills of her pat:ents by removing their difficultics and lessening
their family worries so that full benefit may be derived from the treatment prescribed
for them and I wish to express my gratitude to the Staff of the Department who have
50 ably assisted in this work and to the Medical and Nursing Staff for their unceasing

‘help and co-operation.

Number of In-Patients interviewed 6,683
Number of Out-Patients interviewed e e 10,838
ASSISTANCE GIVEN—
Surgical Appliances (including 25 hearing aids) a55
Convalescence ... |
Transfer to Special HmpltalsJ Institutions and E:pemﬂ.l
Schools Ast 40
Referred to Labour ]"x::hange Rehabﬂltatmn Diﬁccr 19
Registered under Disabled Persons Act - )
Registered under Blind Persons Act ... 12
Referred to Voluntary Organisations antlsh Lt.-gmﬂ
5.5.4.F.A., Reading Dlspunba.rv Trust, etc; 45
Extra Nourishment 2 12
Homes for Elderly People 4
Fares T
Transport bv Hmpltal Car Service ... 1,906
Home Visits 557
Other forms of assistance 3806

As a result of the re-opening of Wards that were tcmpnranly closed owing to shortage
-of Nursing Staff, the number of patients admitted to the Wards has increased by 1,640,
it will be appreciated tha.t there has been an increase in the number of cases to be
followed up and much valuable help has been given by our Home Visitor, who has visite |
367 homes during the year. The assistance given in this way by the Health Visitors and
Welfare Workers in the many counties and scattered rural areas from which our patients
come i5 invaluable and, although these visits are not recorded in the figure shown in the
:statistics given above, 1 wish to express my appreciation for the service that has been
rendered.

There is no limit to the variety of needs that may arise and although it is difficult
to tabulate this type of work, a few instances may prove of interest and give some idea
-of the problems that must be solved (—

A woman was admitted to hospital as an urgent case, leaving at home three children,
'the ungest ten months old. Her husband, who was unable to earn a high wage owing

ill health, could not afford to take time off to look after them, or to pay someone to
dﬂ it for him. No p 23 could be made in the mother's health until she ceased to worry
about the children. e help of the Public Assistance Officer was sought and he agreed
to take them into the local institution until the mother was able to look after them herself,
To this arrangement the parents would not consent as they did not wish the children to
go into a Home. Ewventually the woman's sister agreed to take them into her home, but
.25 she could not afford to do so without financial assistance, arrangements were made
through the Public Assistance Officer for an allowance to be paid to her for their care.
The result has been most satisfactory to all parties concerned and a steady progress
maintained by the mother.

A woman of eighty-three, who had been living in accommodation that was filled
during her stay in hospital, had nowhere to go on discharge. It was felt that, even if a
room could be found anywhere for her, she should not continue to live alone, and she had
no relatives to whom she could go. A vacancy was sought for her in a Home for Elderly
People and, although thess are almost unobtainable nowadays, an application to a Home
in Plymouth was eventually accepted. As she was quite unable to travel by herself, an
-egcort was found for her with the help of the Hed Cross. Transport was arranged from the
hospital to the station and from Plymouth to the Home, and seats reserved on the train,
As the distance was too great for the escort to return the same day, arrangements were
made with the Matron of the Home for her to be accommodated there for the night. The
patient continues to write of the kindness that has been shown to her since she went there

and to say how happy she in in her new home.
A woman was living on a widow's pension of fifteen shillings per week for herself
and child, her married son paying the rent, which he eould ill afford to do. No application
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for a supplementary pension had been made as she was quite unaware that she was entitled
to claim one. This was eventually obtained for her and a talk with her later revealed the
fact that, although she would never be able to go out to work again, she was good with
her fingers and enjoved needlework. The help of the Red Cross was enlisted and it was
suggested to her that if her work proved to be of a sufficiently high standard, they would
trv and arrange for her to have a licence to sell goods and 0 augment her small income.
She is now looking forward to a better future than she had thought possible.

A girl, without relatives, and entirely dependent on herself, was referred to the
Out-Patient Department with a chest condition and as a poor case of general debility.
She was told that she must stop working for some time and have a complete rest and
extra nourishment. As this meant that she would be in receipt of National Health Insurance
only and would be left with very little on which to live, after paying the rent of her cne
room, she felt that it was impossible for her to carry out this recommendation. A grant
was obtained to help her financially and the provision of extra nourishment arranged.
To enable her to get the rest she needed she was sent to a Convalescent Home for two
maonths, part of the cost being met by application to her Approved Society, the Hospital
Convalescent Fund paying the remainder of the cost and her fare, thus relieving her of
any finaneial anxiety. On her return she reported to hospital in such an improved
condition that it was not long before she was allowed to go back to work and has continued
to go on satisfactorily. ;

A child of five had to attend the Physiotherapy Department three times a week for
deformity of the spine. It was reported that her attendance there had become wvery
spasmodic and a permanent disability would result if this were allowed to continue. A
visit to the home disclosed the reason. Neither the mother, who was totally blind, nor
the father, who was working out of the town, could bring her to hospital. A friend of the
family came to our aid by promising to bring her once in the week and the difficulty was
then discussed with the School Medical Officer, who was able to provide an escort to bring
the child to hospital on the other two days, until such time as she no longer required
treatment.

A man, working locally and living in lodgings, was admitted with acute gastric trouble.
When the time came for him to leave hospital it was considered essential that he should
return to his home where he could have regular meals, keep to his diet and, later, snitable
light employment found for him. His home was in a remote part of Wales, involving four
changes by rail, and he was not strong enough to stand any worry or deal with the
difficulties to be met in present day travelling, nor could he afford the expenses of someone
to accompany him, his financial resources being much reduced as the result of his prolonged
illness. The matter was fully explained to the Stationmaster, whose magnificent help:
made it possible for the journey to be undertaken with the minimum amount of strain
or anxiety to the patient. The route was planned out, details supplied of the trains involved,
seating accommodation reserved, and arrangements made for the man to be met at the
stations where the changes had to be made.

Three hundred and fifty-five appliances and instruments of all kinds have been
supplied and 25 hearing aids, an increase of 21 on the previous year. Despite a 25 per cent,
discount allowed by the firm to patients supplied through hospital channels, the cost of |
an aid ranges from seventeen to twenty guineas, and providing payment for these appliances.
calls for careful and patient enguiry and nomerons applications to Benevolent Funds
and charitable sources. Need, not income, however, is the decisive factor in the provision
of a hearing aid and the joy experienced by those who can hear again is compensation
indeed for the work entailed in obtaining assistance to make this possible.

Transport facilities have again been afforded us by the Hospital Car Service. ; 1,006
journeys have been arranged and undertaken, involving a total of 30,221 miles, at a cost
to Hospital of £457 175, 3d. On October lst the charge was increased from th =2
to sixpence a mile and, although it is seldom that the patient can pay the whole of this.
charge, a small amount is recoversd where possible and the rest borne by the Hospital.
To the Area Transport Officers and to the drivers, the Hospital Authorities and the
patients owe a great debt of gratitude for the service that has been rendered. Without
this it :‘:'Inuld be difficult to know how treatment in so many cases could have been
continued.

Our aim i5 to procure the maximum welfare of the patients and the suecess of our
efforts can only be achieved by the co-operation of others. [ cannot, then, end my report
without paying the warmest tribute and recording my sincere thanks to the various Local
and Public Authoritiez, Voluntary Organisations and Charitable Societies, the Members
of our own Hospital Committee and to all those who have helped in any way by their
willingness and ungrudging assistance to further the work of the Drepartment.

A E. FPrart,
Almoner.
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TOWNS and VILLAGES

from which Patients attended in 1947

READING (including Caversham, Tilehurst and Whitley).—Totals —In-Patients,
2,775 ; Out-Patients, 5,982 ; Casualties, 5,136.

BERKSHIRE.

I.P. OF. Cas. 1R,
Abingdon . 1 — Englefield 3 [
Aldermaston .. 13 19 11 Faringdon 1
Aldworth v L3 2 Farley Hill fv =
Arbaorficld S 42 20 | Finchampstead.. 33
Ascot .. i o K I Frilsham o ]
Ashampstead .. 12 7 ' Grazeley 15
Ashmore Green, . 1 —_ — | Great Shefford .. —
Aston l.,-r't!mrpc — = 1 Haines Hill va
Harkham . 18 10 12 Hampstead Norris 11
Basildon . =18 b 14 Hamstead
Bearwood e B 7 19 Marzhall —
Beech Hill g 4 4 | Hare Hatch -
Beenham Al 2 % | Harwell.. 1
Binfield .. 36 59 22 | Hemmitage cen Lh
Blewbury = — 2 Hungerford 1]
Boxford . . S, 2 1 | Hurley 5 1
Brackoell L. 36 106 30 | Hurmst .. 1|
Bradfield . 23 36 18  Inkpen .. £l
Brightwell fe = -— i Kintbury .. 10
Brimpton S a1 7 Knowl Hill et L
Hio ar N 1 = | Lambourn 23
Bucklabury .. 21 43 3 J'_.Mk.hmpslead 3
Burghfia L 98 110 36 | Littleheath s —
Caleot .. .z 20 a4 10 | Maidenhead .. 23
Chievele DR 5 — | Marlston =l
Chilton Follat .. 1 - 1 Midgham SR
Cholsey .. 15 23 4 | Morlimer | il
Cold Ash T 8 3 | Moulsford Faeg A
Campton 12 22 2 | Newbury e Me
Cookham _— 5 1| Owlsmoor i i
Crowthorme T 119 38 | Padworth L1
Curridge b 1 — | Pangbourne v
Diicleot . 2 <+ & Bi —_
Earley C1s0 2740 199 Purley 12
Eastbury | 1 — Remenham |
East Garston .. — 1 =— | Risgley .. 1%
Easthampstead . . — - 1 | Ruscombe —
East llsley & 11 — | BRyeish Green —
Embrook 2 1 — | Sandhurst ]

HAMPSHIRE.—Totals—In-Patients, 484 ;

ILF. O.P. Cas. I.F.
Aldershot 3 4 4  Hartley Wlntn.e}' 4
Basingstoko B 284 24 Hawley . 1
Baughurst 13 ) 4  Hazeley Heath.. —
Blackwater 17 22 =  Headley. . it
Brumh;i.; 20 17T 7 Heckfisld i1
Burghclore 5 13 1 Highclere i
Chineham 1 = 2 | Hook .. 11
Crondall 2 - 1 Ibworth 1
Craokham 4 17 1| K lire S ]
Ecchinswell 3 2 1 | Little London . T
Eversley 20 i 14 | Long Sutton —_
Fammborough 5 — G | Mattingley S
Bt .. . 11 % 9 | Monk & herhnrne —-
Frimley Green .. 1 —  — | Odiham . sl
Greywell ) 1 1 | Od Basi 2
Hannington .. & 2 2 | Pamber uth 3
Hartley Wespall 1 - 1 | Ramsdell E
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| Shrivenham

| Wargrave
| Wash Common. .

L.F.
Shaw .. i
Shinfi=ld

Shurlock Row ..
Sindlesham o
E-cnl.'mmg

Spf.‘nnhili'tlmd
Spencers Wood. .
Stanford D:nr]l::-r

Sulhamstead
Sunninghill
SwallowTield
Thatcham
Theals ..
Thres Mile Cmu
Tidmarsh o-
Tutis Clump
ford
Hl‘t:}n Ié;rvet e
r Culbham ..
\'rpagﬁ ord
Waltham St.
Lawrence .
Wantage
Warlfie

Warren REow

White Waltham
Windsor #
Winnersh
Waokingham
Woodhay P2
Woodley .. 140
Woolhampton .. 18
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Out-Patients, 777 ; Casualties,
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I.P.
| Rotherwick 7
Selhourne -

I Sherfield-on-
| Loddon 18
| Slichester [
| Sputhampton .. =
Stratfie ‘]{e 14
| Siratfield mi 4
| Tadley . S
| Upton l'.ira'_r 2
| “’)Nataley —
| Warmnborough 10
Whitchurch 1
Winchii=id 1
Waolverton B
Yateley .. 37

o.P.
g

10
19

21
36
2
12
3
4

1
=7

Totals—In-Patients, 2,441 ; Out-Patients, 4,034 ; Casualties, 1,612.
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AMOUNTS RECEIVED FROM TOWNS AND VILLAGES

READING (including Caversham and Tilehurst)

COUNTRY (as per list below)

Aldermaston
Aldworth
Arborfield
Ascot :
ﬂ;shnmpstead
Ashbury
Assenden .,
Aston Tirrold
Barkham
Basildon .
Basingstoke
Baughurst ...
Bearwood ...
Beech Hill ...
Beenham
Binfield o
Binfield Hmfh
Bisham
Bix ...
Boxford
Bracknell
Bradfield ...
Bramley ...
Bray and Era:.rwmk
Brightwell ...
Brimpton
Buckf :
Burghclnre
Burghfield ...
Calcot
Camberley ...
Checkendon
Chieveley,
Snelsmore
Cholsey
Clifton Hampden
Cold Ash and
(ireen
Coleshill
Compton
Cookham ...
Coxwell, Little
Crowthorne ..
Cumnor "
Donnington and Shaw ..
Dunsden and Plny Hatch ..
Earley o o e
Easthampstead i
Ecchinswell and Sj,'dm{:ntt:m
Embrook
Emmer Green
Enborne
Engleficld

Curridré;! and

Ashmore

=

L=

-]
B e 00 00 b= O 1D S 00w = O ] S P,

o

Ll 0 B BN
= =

b
(=

£ s.d.
6,966 15 4
5500 6 7
Total 12467 1 11
COUNTRY.

s d. £ s.d.
6 1 Eversley 36 18 4
13 10 Faringdon ... 112 &
14 2 Farley Hill . 18 5 0
5 0 l*n.mbc-ruugh {Hnnts] 7.7 0
16 9 Fawley {Bucks) 11 -2 1
00 Finchampstead 74 5 1
2 0 Fleet . 118 2
2 0 Frieth 9 7
10 0 Frilsham 37 16 11
1y 3 Fyfield I 0 0
10 1 Gallows Tree Co:mmnn 10 10 0
15 1 Garston, East 12 15 0
83 0 Goring : 145 4 O
11 0 Goring Heath 56 19 4
13 10 Grazeley T 3 6
17 2 Greenham ... et ) B )
12 0 Hambleden and hLu‘mntt 2 12 0
z 6 Hampstead Norris ... 8 1 6
10 7 Hamstead Marshall 2 8
16 & Hare Hatch 18 7 0
3 3 | Harpsden ... 28 8 8
14 & Hartley Wintney 32 3 9
0 o Harwell . 9 110
4 0 Hawley and Blackwater ... 811 4
9 o Headley and Ashford Hill. .. g 0
g 0 Heckfield Sy g 118 &
16 1 Henley a1l 17 &
3 0 Hermitage 17 18 4
3 0 Highclere Bl
b 3 Highmoor 411 8
3 0 High Wycombe 8 8 0O
1 hrpil B ]Im.: Benham 1 3 6
Hook and “Jt.wnham a 0 0
9 O Hungerford .. 30 14 9
17 4 Hurley 2 2 0
2 6 Huarst 107 11 10
lsley 1 0 0
6 1 Inkpen 1 & 6
19 0 | Ipsden 25 4 9
14 1 Kidmore I'.n.:J. and Dmtrlct 23 2 3
B 0 | Kingsclere ... ~ BT 10 T
& 0 | Kingston Lisle 70
2 2 | Kintbhary ... | R
15 © Knowl Hill and Warren R::w 16 17 7
15 1 Lambourn and Bockhampton B 4 6

1 | Littlewick Green and Bur-
0 3 chetts Green 19 11
7 b Littleworth ... 7 6
156 6 | Lockinge 50 0 0
10 4 | Longcot 14 ©
13 7 | Maidenhead 23 8 2
0 0 | Mapledurham : 2l 12 8
19 7 Marcham and Dry Sandfuﬂi 2.2
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