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The difficulties of building and materials are fully realised but
the problem of providing additional and improved accommodation
for the Nursing Staff is an all-important one if the Hospital is to
maintain its existing services. Application has been made to the
Ministry of Health for the erection of temporary recreation rooms at
Greenbank Road and Devonport.

The work of the Physiotherapy Department has far outgrown
the accommodation available and lack of space imposes great incon-
venience on patients and staff. Nothing less than a completely new
Department of adequate dimensions will solve existing difficulties.
This, however, will not be realised for some years and the Board are
exploring the possibility of providing some additional accommoda-
tion in the garage at the rear of the North Friary Nurses” Home.

The Board’s schemes for providing a Pathological Laboratory
adequate to meet the needs of the area served by the Hospital, and
for alterations to an empty Ward unit at Devonport have been
deferred until the national building situation is easier.

Throughout the year, at three-monthly intervals, an Acoustic
Specialist visited the Ear, Nose and Throat Department to give
advice to those patients requiring hearing-aids,

CO-OPERATION IN SERVICE.

In addition to maintaining the existing good relationships with
Ministries, Associations, other hospitals and with committees whose
aims and interests are similar, the Board have made new contacts.
This is in accordance with their aims to increase the efficiency of the
medical and nursing services and to raise still higher the standard
of work and teaching.

The Joint Admission Bureau established by the Plymouth
Public Health Committee and the Hospital ensures the immediate
admission of all acute medical and surgical cases occurring in the
City with resultant benefit to patients, doctors and hospitals’ staffs.

Following the recognition of the Hospital as the Administrative
Centre of the Cancer Service of Devon and Cornwall, the Director,
Dr. Duncan Wood, F.R.C.5., established his headquarters at
Greenbank Road and was accorded a warm welcome.

Through the kindness and courtesy of the Church Trustees and
voluntary helpers a Hospital Buffet was opened in the School Room
of the Greenbank Road Methodist Church on Monday, 24th Novem-
ber. It is much appreciated by patients and their friends attending
Hospital and fulfils a long-felt want.

In co-operation with Bristol University, full support has been
given to the Government’s Scheme for providing post-graduate
traiming facilities for medical practitioners who have been released
from the Services.
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FINANCE.

The total Ordinary. Income amounted to £142466. Apart
from creditable increases in Church Collections and in contributions
from Patients and their Societies, the Voluntary Income has fallen
off considerably. The reduction is attributable to the thought that
the Hospital is soon to be taken over by the State and to the view
held by some that it has not now the same need of help.

It should be emphasised, however, that the Hospital will still
be dependent on voluntary contributions until it is taken over by
the State.

Special thanks are due to the Plymouth and South West Hos-
pitals Contributory Scheme Committee, Officers, Group Secretaries
and Collectors for their excellent contribution of £26,803. The
ending of this Scheme on the 5th July provides an opportunity
here to acknowledge the regular and understanding service of our
friends during the past twenty-five years. Their services have been
muchuappreciatcd ; they have performed an essential task and done
it well.

Total Ordinary Expenditure amounted to £165,957 and was
£29,996 more than in 1946.

The increase was accounted for by the rising cost of provisions,
drugs, dressings, instruments and appliances ; bedding and linen ;
increased charges for laundry and heating services ; larger expendi-
ture on hardware and crockery ; increases in salaries and wages as
recommended by National Joint Committees for certain categories
of nursing, administrative, professional, technical and domestic
staffs ; and, by expenditure on a large accumulation of essential
renewals and repairs.

Excess of expenditure over ordinary income was reduced to
£16,341 by the transfer from Free Legacies Account of £7,149.

Through the support, interest and generosity of generations
and the work and enthusiasm of the medical, nursing and other
professions, ““ The Prince of Wales’s " will contribute to the National
Service a modern and well-equipped Hospital with material assets
in buildings, equipment and endowments worth hundreds of
thousands of pounds, and the intangible asset of one hundred and
eight years of experience and service. ;

PATIENTS.

The number of In- and Out-Patients treated during the past
years are set out below :

19406. 1947.
Total number of In-Patients ek i 7,018 7,352
Total number of new Out-Patients .. i 18,390 19,072
Total number of Out-Patient attendances .. 162488 170,659
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1946. It will be remembered that the Hospital has a permanent
memorial to Mr. Ack]and in the ** Ackland Rehabilitation Centre ™
named after him in 1946.

BOARD OF MANAGEMENT AND HOUSE COMMITTEES.

The resignation of the following Members of the Board were

received with regret and a very deep sense of gratitude for their
past invaluable services :

Mr. W. A. Blackwell.
Mr. J. B. Burnard.
Mr. W, W. Urell.

The resignation of Mr. W. Fitzgerald from the Greenbank
Road House Committee was accepted with regret and with best
thanks for his past services.

Mr. C. F. Mayne was elected to the Devonport House Committee.

NURSING.

The Nursing Staff of the Hospital numbered 203, of whom 124
were in training.

The Board congratulate the Sister Tutors, the Ward Sisters and
the candidates on the results of the State Examinations. Thirty-
five Student Nurses qualified in 1947.

In view of the general acute shortage of nurses, the Board are
pleased to report that the flow of recruits into the Training School
has been well maintained and that much additional work has been
undertaken.

Nurse C. M. Blundell was elected the representative of the
South Western Area Student Nurses’ Association of the Royal
College of Nursing.

The Report of the Working Party on the Recruitment and
Training of Nurses was received with interest and its findings and
recommendations studied. The Board feel that it is only right that
matters concerning the welfare of the Nursing Staff should receive
their constant attention.

Among the inovations of the year the employment of a
number of Ward Orderlies made it possible to relieve the Nurses of
some of the purely domestic duties previously carried out by them.

PRIVATE PATIENTS’ DEPARTMENT.

This Department was fully appreciated and used by people of
moderate means who were not eligible financially for admission to
the General Wards of the Hospital.

During the year 967 patients were admitted and the average
number resident daily was 26.59.
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STATISTICS OF IN-PATIENTS FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31ST DEC.

STATISTICAL TABLES

» 1947,
I.—IN-PATIENTS
(A) Number of Beds and In-Patients.
1. Bed complement at 31st December, 1947 - 350
2. Average daily complement during the year F . 356.9
3. Average Daily Number Closed n:'lunng the year nwmg to Cleamng and
Infection . : 7-4T
4. Average daily number of beds open dunng the year 340.43
5. Average daily number occupied during the year - 265.63
6. Number of In-Patients in the Hospital at the beginning of 1047 250
7. Number admitted during the year 7352
8. Total number of Patient days gbghHz
g. Number of Patients resident at the end DI year 246
10, Average number of days each Patient was resident ... 13.18
11. Number of patients admitted and discharged durmg the yea:r whn
were resident for—  (a) Only 1 day 388
(6) 2 and 3 days 8535
1z. Number of operations—In-patients 5001
(B) Annual Expenditure on In-Patients apart from that on Out-Patients ;
Average cost of each In-Patient per week, and Average Cost of
each In-Patient.
1947 1946
Expenditure Avoﬂiaegaedfmt Average Total Avﬂcgw : 1 Average Tofal
on In-Patlent Cost of each In-FPatient Cost of each
In-Patients per week In-Patient per week In-Patient
1, Provisions .. s |?.f?a 15 élj 5% Eli £ 511' f 5 gi
2. Surgery and Dispensary 15,137 1 1104 2 1 1% 16 104 113 113
3. Domestic 22,392 112 4 3 010% 1 & 3 212 104
4. Salaries and Wages 66,261 415 8 9 0 2 313 8} 7 85
5 Miscellaneous 4,032 2 10 10 11% 4 6 g 0}
6. Administration 5,266 T T 14 23§ 7 3 14 &
Statistical Cost 130,266 9 8 1 17 14 2 7 8 41 | 1418 9%
7. Establishment 8,074 11 & 1 111§ & 4 16 11
8. Finance 6,546 9. 5k 17 %% 7 19 3
Total Cost 144 886 10 9 3 19 13 11 8 L] 16 15 0Of
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