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CHARING CROSS HOSPITAL

ANNUAL REPORT
PRESENTED T0 THE ANNUAL GENERAL
Court oF GOVERNORS, JUNE 5TH, 1946

L —

It is with pleasure that the Council presents to the Governors
and Subscribers a satisfactory Report for the year ending 3lst
December, 1945. The list of subscribers and donors i1s again
omitted owing to the continued restriction in the use of paper but
a complete list may be inspected at the Hospital during office
hours.

FINANCIAL POSITION

The financial position continues satisfactory, and the Governors
and Subscribers will be pleased to note that the income reached the
unprecedented figure of £119,920 compared with £115,420 in the
previous year. Warmest gratitude is expressed to all concerned
for the splendid help accorded to the Hospital during the year.
Appreciation is also expressed to the King Edward’s Hospital FFund
for London, the Hospital Savings Association, the Hospital Saturday
Fund, the Hospital Sunday Fund, and to the various contributory
schemes for the generous support received from them.

~ Owing to the opening of additional beds, and also to generallv
increased costs, the expenditure rose from £103,736 in 1944 to
£112,436 in the year under review.

Whilst placing on record the cessation of the war in May, 1945,
the Council is proud to be able to state that never for one moment
did the work of the Hospital cease, in spite of intensive and repeated
air attacks on London.,

By successive stages the various wards were re-opened until, by
the end of December, with the exception of only ten fracture beds,
the whole bed complement was available for the reception of
patients. It will be remembered that the Children’s Ward and the
kitchen of Levy Ward were extensively damaged by fire as the
result of an incendiary bomb, and steps were taken to re-model the
Children's Ward. It is fitting to record here our great indebtedness
to Dr. C. K. J. Hamilton, the Physician to the Children’s Depart-
ment, who has served the Hospital so ably for the past nineteen
years, and who found it necessary to retire owing to ill-health just
pl‘['\'imlf-i to the Ward being re-opened. The Council has also to
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report the retirement from the Honorary Staff of Dr. Gordon
Holmes, Mr. E. D. D. Davis, Mr. Montague Hine, and Dr. Russell
Revnolds, and to express to them the gratitude of the Hospital
for their long and eminent services, and to assure them of every
possible good wish for the future.

The country hospital annexe at Ashridge was finally closed for .
medical and surgical cases on December 31st, and the unit containing -
forty-eight maternity beds was due to be closed in March, 1946.
The grateful thanks of the Council are extended to all concerned :
in the successful running of the Ashridge Hospital annexe which
made it possible for the Hospital to treat an ever-increasing number
of patients during the whole of the war.

The number of attendances in the Out-patient and Casualty
Departments increased from 123,877 to 134,955.

DEATH OF THE TREASURER

It is with very great sorrow that the Council record the death
of George Foster Abell, Esq., who had been Treasurer of the Hospital
since the vear 1937, and who*ae eminent services were 50 much -
appreciated.

HONOUR TO THE CHAIRMAN

The Governors, we are sure, will join with the Council in
expressing warm congratulations to the Chairman on the honour of
a Barony which was conferred upon him by His Majesty the King. °

EXPRESSIONS OF APPRECIATION

Grateful appreciation is extended to the Honorary Medical and
Surgical Staff, for their ever-ready skill and devoted service during
the year. It is also felt that the Governors and Subscribers would
wish to be associated with an expression of gratitude to the I"Eursing
Staff, the Executive Stafi, and to all who have, in various ways,
assisted in the work of the Hospital. I—Iearty thanks, too, are
rendered to the voluntary blood donors who have once azain given
their blood so regularly and so cheerfully to benefit the patients
who need such help.

It is with every confidence that the Council submits its Report
to the Governors and Subscribers for consideration and approval.
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CAPITAL ACCOUNTS, 3lst December, 1945.

A.—Hospital Endowments.

L & d. A
Balance as per last Account ... 218,547 11 &
Received during the vear ended 31st l}mmwr I9¢5—

Colonel Deneys Reitz Bed' ... I 0 0
The ** Dog and Duck *" Circle 00 0 0
Exors, of the late Frederick Walfe 0 01> 8§
Lord Lonzsdale Endowment Yt B 3 ©6
Mizss Alma Marvin Endowment ... e 2500 0 0O
John Davy and Elizabeth Henwood Beds e DO D 0
7. Woodward Variety and Circus Bed ... 5 0 0
Ashley Courtenay Endowment ... 0 0

y —_—— G764 B 2

ﬁ”-‘r [il"’ Il :II

C.—Bulldings and Equipment Fund.

Balance as per last Account ... 40507 8 1
Add :
Interest on Motor Ambulance Fund 5 ca 6 2 0
Transier from General Fund being Net Amount L'L[Jr.'udli'd on Hospital
New Works and Equipment for the vear ended 31st December, 1945 420 19 10
Amount expended on Air Raid Precautions during the year ... azoan 7 f s e
— af 12 5
L4BDBG1 D 6
D.— General Fund.
Balance as per last Account ... i 63,492 6 T
Transfer from Legacies Account ... o 55 13 10

— et —

63,348 0 5

Less ﬂulju%tment of Capital t'-tlll.Lt" of Investments lrdiﬁicrm:l to

Endowments !uvcﬂment:\ . 154 13 3
Adjustment of Ministry of na.hh.ﬂ. R.P. Claim .. L7 1
Transfer tnBulldlnE:nm-;l Equipment Fund, Net Amount Expended
on Hospital New Works and Equipment :hlruuz the year lhllf-i
31st December, 1945 . o - 0 420 19 10
Transfer to Reserve for Renewals and ltnpalrs l'"lifj“l-llm ni I:Hl' years
1942 /4y ... 7 BMy 14 4
—_————— 1,158 5 Ik

{67 368 I4 7

— e e

E.—Rebuilding Fund.

Balance as per last Account ... 118,954 18 9
Donation—Major The Hon. John H. Hare 5 0 0
Transferred from Legacies Acconnt 63 9 9

—- S i3 85 9




Exors. of the late—
Mrs. Harriet Aves
Guiseppi Bai .

Com. F. W. Lhd.llll.
Mrs. 1. :lr![. Chinclien ...
Lady H. 5. Dalziel
Mrs. Emily Dowling ..
;. H. Edwards

F. V. E. Ferrier
Caroline Hodge

Sir W. F. Jury

Ida Kirby

iih kenham Hospital Contribu-
ry Scheme ...
Elch:hi-c--. Hospital {,{vntrll.ﬂllc-n
Scheme
Bnrlg:wa.tﬂr & Dlstrn:t Hmpltal

Lea
Brl'!-tu Mﬁdicnl “Inst. Contri-
. butory Scheme
Chesham Cmtage Hosp{l.al Con-
tributory Schemme

Chorlev & District \'l'ﬂrl-:.;-l:{l-plf" 5
Central Hospital Fund
Connaught Hospital, Waltham-

stow ..
Coventry & Warwick ]-lusplml
Saturday Fund

Cumberland & District Contri-
butory Scheme e

Doncaster Roval Infirmary and
Haospital

Faversham lemt Hmp:ilul
Weekly Subscribers’ Fund

Fraser & Chalmers Engineering
Works Emp. Hospital Fund ...

(xas Light nefit & Hospital
Societ

Great Western R:ulwa:.r Mm:l:rn!
Fund Society .

Harrow Hmplml Aid Council .

Hertford County Hospital Con-
tributory Scheme

Hoffman Hospltal Benevolent
Society

Horton Hosputal Camnhrumn
Scheme

Hospitals' Benevolent Fund for
Easi Sussex ..

Kingswood & West of an]and
Hospital Cont, Scheme

London, Midland & Scottish RI_-, 3
Hospital Fund

London & North Fau.lrrn Ri!.,
Hespital Fund

Malvern & District ‘l.‘l."nrken‘
H.5.F. and C.5.

L

LEGACIES
For the Year ended 31st December. 1945

5.

218

1
13

i

570
150
1,000
3
Z88

3,750

8

z
12
z
Z
15
L]
i3
7
L]
L]

L1
1]

£ & d.

12

i

16

17

7
A1)
3
1
L]

i
15
0

1

Miss E. K. Moullin (including
transfer of 200 L1 shares
Pearl Assurance Co., valued
at date of Iru.::lﬁl'el.‘,{"! U-E:I

BMrs. M. C. Paget

A. F. B, Portman

Ernest Souter

Mrs. I, G. Ward

Rev. W. J. Williams .

Less—
Bbrs. Henrietta Clark refund of
aver-payvment

——_—

30 0

18,752 4 9

]

£13702 4 8

Marcont Waorks ﬂns{llt"l.] Fund .

Pembroke Connty W.M. HuEleaI
Fund ...

Printers’ Medical Aid & Sanatoria
Association

Kadeliffe Hospitals and Charities
Fund

Rochester, Hnsplta! of S5t
Bartholomew ...

Rovston & District Workers®
Hospital Fund

54:-;'1 nuiuks & Holmsdale Hmp:lal

LERRER mut

Sheffield Hnapltals Cm:.nc:l {[:m:' j

South Shields, Ingham Hospital
Fund ..

Stewarts & Llu-yd; E::ﬂ.p H.DEP:I.-
tal Fund

Surbiton Hospual:(:mld

Swindon & Wilts, Hmpltal
Cont, Scheme

Tate Refinery Hospital Assn. .

Thanet Hospitals' E{:ntnhutnn

Scheme
Torbay Hmp:tal Contributory

heme
Tunbridge Wells Hnﬁp tal Fund

Tunnel Hospital Fund ---
Walsall General Hospital Can-
tributory Schem

Walton & \.'i.n'-'idi:e Huspttall

Contributory Scheme..
Watford & JSLmher Hﬂﬁpttll;

o tributory Scheme
“Eﬁ‘ﬂm Garden City Contri-
butory Scheme
wembley Hospital Contributory
schetne
West Sussex  Association of
Haospital Contributors =
Weymouth Hospital Contribu-
tary Scheme

Wrexham HnrsplLI;i Cuntnlmtn[y
Scheme

PAYMENTS FROM CONTRIBUTORY SCHEMES IN 1945

£ A
i

44
22 15

5 2
13 10

£671 11

=% o @mz

=3




PUBLIC AUTHORITIES,

£ g d.
Beds. County Council:
Maternity ... 22 710
Brentiord & Chiswick Corpn.
X.R. for Ringworm 1 5 0
Bucks. County Council :
X.R. for Ringworm & Med.
1.P. Treatment ... 417 0
Maternity ... . 4,485 611
El\in‘E Borough Council :
X.R. for Ringworm 5 0 0
Easthourme Borough Couneil :
X.R. for Ringworm 2 10
Hendon Borough Council :

210

0

X R. for Ringworm 0
847 10 B
3

0

Maternity ... s
Hertz. County Couneil :

Maternity .- :
Lendon County Couneil :

X E. for Kingworim

. 12347
13 15

1945

Middlezex Countly Council @

X.R. for Ringworm

Ministry of Pensions :

1.P, & O.P. Medical Treat-
ment, Massage and Elec-
trical Treatment

Royal Borough of Kingston :
¥ . K. for Eingworm
Surrey County Council:
X 1, for Ringworm and
Deep X. R, Treatment ...
Westminster City Council :
Maternity & Child Welfare
Windsor Borengh Council :
X.R. for Ringworm

e e 13
10 0 0

244 11 B

2318 &
362 16 0
110

L7266 16 11

——
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STATISTICAL TABLES,

TR S—— _

Statisties for year to 31st December, 1945, compared with those of the previous year.

I.—IN-PATIENTS.
A.  Nunber nf Beds and In-Patienls,

SRR B s RE L = TE R _! s :_:\umber.s.u;_iﬂ_:l;_“ : '-_ L
I_':.H!nr under review) Numbers

N in
Charing | Hal:ﬁ:lt"l} [ Total | Previous

Cross | Ashridge | | Year
1. Beds: (a) Complement at 31st December ... 293 48 | 341 | 341
() Average Daily Complement during tlm '
vear § - | 283 48 341 | 341

(c) Average Dallj,' -'\umh-er Liusex] tlurmg the
year owing to:

(1) Re-building or Extension Schemes == e e L

(11) Repairs, Redecoration, Cleaning

or Infection — = ik Al

(ii1) Other causes (National (‘nﬁh} 13 —_ 135 | 8
Air Raid Damage .. - — — | —
(d) Average Daily Number Gpen t't'nmg 1h|:- L
year :—
(i) E.H.5. Casuaity Beds ... 71 - 7l 135
(1) Other Beds 200 45 257 | 193
(¢) Average Daily Number (}ccup:cd durmg |
the year :

(i) E.H.S. Casunalty Beds mcu]ned by |
Casualties ..,

0.4 — .4 6.7
(ii} Other Beds 5.5

I
i 180.2 40.5 220.7 | 175.]

2. Number of In-Patients in the |I[1Hp1t¢|1 at hﬁ’l.,lrlﬂltl" |
of year ... N 46 197 | 9222
4. Number of In-P ahentf- admtucd :]urmg }LJI‘ : 3854 781 4635 4825
4. Number of In-Patients in the Hospital at the ﬁnd -
of the year | 228 | 40 ags | 197
5. Average number of dau each Patient was resident | 18.32 | 18,76 18.400 17.32

Ascertained by dividing the vearly total of daily counts, viz. :— |
68,210, by the number of Patients treated to a mnultmm. 1.8,
2) + {3] — (4] [Ashridge Maternity Unit Daily Counts, 14,767)_ |

6. Number of Patients admitted and discharged during |

the year who were resident for (i) only 1 day ... | 217 i | 223 205
e . (1i) 2 and 3 davs | 469 14 | 433 .?-_E_FF E
II.—OUT-PATIENTS.

A. Numbers.
— — = : — — =—|——" ___.I.—'- S ——— — ]
Mumbersin | Numbeers in
1845 | Previops Veur
1. Total number of new Out-Patients --- = 26,039 | 23,866
2. Total number of Out-Patient at tendances . oo | 134,955 123,877

(a) Number of Patients on books at the bcgmniug

of the year ... |
() Number of Casualty ‘Patients included in
No. 1 above ... | 19,577 17,1248
|

Not ascer tainable

{c) Number of M: Ltcrm‘t},’ F'atlents mrluded n
No. 1 above attended at home ... nil nil

{d) Number of Attendances on "I'[E.tEI.’nlt} Patients
included in No. 2 above ... .o | 3,994 2,387

—_— — ——
= ——

i
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GIFTS

IN KIND

Among those who most kindly sent gifts are the following. Gratitude
is expressed to all who so kindly helped in this way.

Their Majesties The King and Queen

Admiralty, HM. ...

Agriculture, Ministry of .

Air Ministry =

Australia, Commmmealth of {per A W.
Stuart-Smith, Esq.)

Australia Red Cross ‘:auf:letj,r (per Bl"lgd{h-i:'l‘

Langley)

Australian Scientific Research Liaison
Othice ; :
Australian Women's A%ucntmn

Baker, Todman & Co.,
Barr & Sons, Messrs.
Board of Trade ...
Bow Street Police ‘:-ta.t]un

Messrs. ...

Boyd, T. Stirling, Esq.

Bridges, Miss Ethel 5

British Broadcasting C nrp::-ratmn The .

British & Foreign Bible ‘-mmtt} The

Britannic House %

Burns, R., Esq.

Canadian Red Cross Society, The

Chamberlain, Div. Inspector

Cheal, George, Esq.

Cheesman, Mrs.

Clark, C. F., Esq. .

fnchrane ‘Llrs

Collier, Messrs. A. W‘:ime

Covent Garden Market,
firms)

Creamola Food Pmducts Thﬂ

Criterion Restaurant, The

(various

lhe"

Da Costa, G., Esq.

Daily H erald, The Pmpuemrs of -
Deane, Rotarian Noel =
Drummonds’ Bank

Everybody's Weekly, The Proprietors of...

Flowers
Christmas Tree
Vegetables
Christmas Tree

Provisions

First Aid supplies, Electrical
equipment, etc,

Provisions
Marmalade

First Aid supplies

Bulbs

Strawberries

Vegetables, Flowers,
and Lggs

Books

Flowers

Gramophone Records

Flowers

Fruit and Vegetables

Books

Fruit

Jam

Oranges

Vegetables and Fruit
Scrap Book
Vegetables

Glass Straws

(zloy

Vegetables, Fruit and Plants
Creamola
Crockery

Fruit

Daily Newspapers
Books

Kippers

Weekly Periodicals
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Farmer, L. J., Esq.
Findlater & Co., Messrs
Fleming, R. A. D., Esq. .
Food, Ministry of .

Food, Ministry of {B'Iham'lﬁ}

Graham, Miss
Graham, Mrs.
Green, C., Esq.

Hall, Hendry & Co., Messrs.
Hayward, C. W., Esq.

Help Holland Council
Hender, Mrs.

Hopperton, Miss

Hospitals Day Council

Inman, The Lady

International Time Rccurilmﬂ' {(:
The

Inwood, T. E., Esq.

[.td.,

Jones, Mrs. George

Knocker, Mr. & Mrs.

Lambert & Butler, Messrs.

Law Land Co., Ltd., The...

[.ee, Miss Gwen M.

Lee, Mrs.

Lincoln’s Inn———per the U nfh“l‘ II‘EdSLIIEl‘

Middle Temple, The Hon. Society of the
Morgan Bros., Messrs.

Oliver, Miss Nina ...

Peabody & Co., Messrs,

Platt, The Rev. W. ]J.

P-‘.}rtﬂr Miss ;

Pughe, Mrs. T. St., j F.

Red Cross Society and Order of S. John
of Jerusalem

Regent Street,

Committee
Robins, —, Esq.

84-86, Block Tenants’

Broom
Sherry
Pianola
Provisions
Fruit

Flowers
Flowers
Model Ship

Plain Linen
Flowers

Medical Supplies
Flowers
Potatoes
Christmas Trees

Vegetables, Fruit and Flowers
Flowers

Flowers
FFlowers and Herbs

Flowers

First Aid supplies
First Aid supplies
Sweets and Toys
Books

First Aid supplies

First Aid supplies
FFirst Aid equipment

Flowers and Cigarettes

Tinned Fish
Flowers
Books
Periodicals

Eggs, Medical Supplies and
Equipment ; Sterilizers
and Instruments ; chairs,
pillows and provisions

First Aid supplies
Flowers



St. James' Modern Laundry, ]:-El‘ 12

Reeve, Esq.

St. Martin-in-the- l:ig,lda {,hurch

St. Mary-le-Strand .
St. Paul's Church .

Saul, Commander *"h M. r{]ﬂl'l.ﬂl'::»l{"‘_,

Savoy Hotel
Seott's Restaurant

Scottish National Church, lh{*

South Africa, The Union of
Southern Railway

Smith, Mrs. F. ...
Smyth, R. A., Esq.
Stevens, Rotarian W. J. ..

Taylor, Mrs.

Walker & Sons, Ltd., Messrs.
Wander Bros., Messrs.
Ward, Mrs. Ernest

Watson Family, The

Whiteway & Co., Ltd., I\"il;:‘:.fisl'ﬁ.

W.V.S
U.S. Army Depot ...

First Aid Cabinet

Vegetables, Fruit and F Iuwers
Bread and Vegetables
Flowers, Fruit and Vegetables
Toys

Flowers

Crockery

Flowers and Vegetables
Provisions

Vegetables

Games and Toys

Periodicals

Weighing Machine

Surgical Instruments

Calendars

Ovaltine

Bed Jackets

Cakes

Cider

Cocoa and Milk Powder

Surgical Equipment
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TO THOSE WHO FEEL THAT THIS
HOSPITAL DESERVES TO BE HELPED.,

Tue day-to-day generosity of the living is the mainstay of this
Institution, but the burden so ungrudgingly borne would be greatly
lightened for posterity if those benevolent persons who have money

to leave would remember the Hospital when making their wills.

A form of bequest will be found at the end of this Annual
Report.

HONORARY LIFE GOVERNORS.

Homnorary LiFe GoveErnors (having all the privileges of Life Governors)
are elected by the Council for services and beneflts conferred upon the
Hospital. An Executor, or one out of several executors, paying a legacy
to the Hospital of £100, is qualified for election as an Honorary Life
Governor. If the legacy amounts to £200, all the Executors named in the

Will are qualified for election as Honorary Life Governors. (Charter,
page 15, Clanses 24 and 25.)

Every Executor or Trusiee of a Will by viriue of which legacies
or trust-moneys are left generally to or for Chariiies without specification,
who shall in the exercise of his diseretionary power contribute any portion
thereof to the funds of this Hospital, shall be entitled to the same privileges
as if the same had been paid out of his own private funds. (Charter,
page 11, Clause 8)
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FORM OF BEQUEST.

I GIvE AND BEQUEATH to the President and
Governors of the Charing Cross Hospital,
London, W.C.2, for the general purposes of
that Institution the sum of £
iy )i
free of duty, and I direct that the receipt of
the Treasurer or Secretary of the said Hospital
for the time being shall be a sufficient
discharge for such Legacy.

*The sum tn be expressed in words at length
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CHARING CROSS HOSPITAL

LONDON, W.C.2.

Daily Attendances of Medical and Surgical Staff
for Out-patients

APPOINTMENT SYSTEM 1S NOW 1IN OPERATION FOR :'I'IEI}IL.&I SURGICAL
(GG¥yNECOLOGICAL AND CHILDREX'S I)FFQRTMENT‘%

Tel : TEMple Bar 8506,

PHYSICIANS . SURGEONS
Monday
Dir. Doyne Bell (Children) 9-30 a.m.  Mr. Southern {”Hlt‘i‘ll] 9-30 a.m.
Dr. Shirley Smith «ov  2-00pm. Mr. Lake wr  2-00p.m,
Dr. Wigley (Skin) w200 pom.
- Tuesday
Dr. Hickling ... .. 200pm. Mr. Brown and Mr.
Sharp (Ear, Nose
and Throat) B-30 a.m.
Mr. Crook o 2-00 p.m.
Wednesday
Dr. Petrie (Psychological Mr. Everard Williams
Medicine) ... . 10-00 a.m. (Gynacological) ... 9-30 a.m.
Dir. Dunlop ... 2-00 p.m.  Mr. Fitzsimons 9-30 a.m.
Dr. Russell Reynolds Mr. Broster ... e 2200 p.m.
{Radiological) 2-00 p.m.
T hursday
Dr. Wigley (Skin) vee 10-00 a.m.  Mr. Trevor (Orthopaedic) 9-30 a.m.
Dr. Warner ... eer 200 p.m.  Mr. Marshall ... e 200 p.m.
Friday
Dr. Doyne Bell (Children) 9-15 a.m. Mr. Hlmrp (Far, Nose
Dr. Plummer ... e 200 p.m. & Throat) ... 9 30 a.m.
T.B. Clinic 5-0 p.m.  Mr. Arthure (Ante-Natal) 9-30 a.m.
Gynacological (by appointment)
Mr. MacLeod ... -.x 2-00 p.m.
Salurday
Mr. Gray (Gynzco-
logical) e B30 am.

Mr. ‘l-Iﬂmr{D[}hth&Inm] 9-30 a.m.

FRACTURE CLINIC, daily at 9 a.m.
PHYSIO-THERAPY DEPT., daily [excepting Saturday), 9 am —§ p.m.
ELECTROCARDIOGRAFPHIC DEPARTMENT.—Monday and Wednesday,

2 p.m,













CHARING CROSS
HOSPITAL

Patrons :
Their Majesties The King and Queen
Fer Majesty Queen Mary

The Year's Report

b

Philip Inman

(CHAIRMAN OF THE HOSPITAL)
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AN EXPLANATION

CHARING CROSS HOSPITAL cares for many thousands
of Londoners every year. And the word * Londoner
has a wide application. It includes those who live in the
centre, the suburbs, and the outer belt of the Metropolis.
The record of our work may be expected to be of interest
to them. But why should those who live at Glasgow or
Cardiff, Liverpool or Birmingham, Bristol or Leeds, or
indeed any part of the British Isles, be invited to read
this Report? There is an answer—and a very good
answer. A walk round the wards or through the Casualty
Department on any day will supply it. Here in this bed
is a man from Sheffield, next to him is a miner from
Pontypridd. In this women’s ward are patients from
Carlisle, from Portsmouth, from Brighton. The Casualty
Register for one day shows that seventy-five people
received treatment, and of that number fifty-eight came
from the Provinces. They were attacked by sudden
illness during their stay in London, or had been injured
in our busy streets.

Charing Cross Hospital is not a local institution ; It 1s a
national one. It belongs to the whole of Britain. And
it is proud to number amongst its friends and supporters
those who live in London and those whose homes are

many miles away.



CHARING CROSS HOSPITAL
LONDON, W.C.2

The Chairman’s Report

ORD LONSDALE, who for over thirty years was our Treasurer,
L and whose death, on April 13th last year, we all deeply mourn,

once said this to me: 1 always like to come to the Hospital.
There is an atmosphere about the place—a friendly, homely
atmosphere.” We try to make that spirit of friendliness pervade all
our work. That is one reason why our Annual Report has never
been a formal document, in which a number of facts and figures are
briefly recorded. We like to feel that we are all colleagues working
tn:—;ethcr in a great cause. You are good enough to provide the money
to maintain the Hospital. We, the members of the Council, with the
doctors and the nurses, are the custodians of your g::m’:mait}r in the
interests of the patients. This happy relationship has existed for many
years. It is our hope that it will long continue.

Here it may be asked : * Will our interest and help be required
when the National Health Service is established? Are not the
Government’s proposals destined to kill the Voluntary System? ™
There are two things to be said in reply. The first is that thmu"hnut
the whole of my twenty-five years at Charing Cross we have been
told repeatedly that our Voluntary Hospitals were on their last legs.
It would appear that, like Charles II, we are “an unconscionable
time a-dying.” The HC[‘HIHl answer is that the Government has stated
CI‘I]P"'IEITICH”}' that they desire that our Voluntary Hospitals shall
continue their splendid work. Here are the actual words from the
White Paper: “ It is certainly not the wish of the Government to
destroy or to diminish a system which is so well rooted in the goodwill
of its supporters.”

Why should our Voluntary Hospitals * cease to be ™7 What
charge can be brought against us? That we do not do our job
properly ? That it is derogatory for our health service to be dependent
upon private charity ? The first criticism can be answered conclusively.
On our files we have literally hundreds of letters from grateful patients,
I wish I could quote them all, but that would require a volume, not a
pamphlet. Let me select a few, taken at random : A lieutenant in the
R.N.V.R, writes from Portsmouth : *“ I spent four weeks recently in

3



the Drummond Ward, and T wish to express my warm gratitude for
the kindness and attention of your doctors and nurses. Thanks to
the treatment I received, I am now quite fit and able to report for
duty.” Another letter reads: 1 was treated with the greatest
consideration by everybody. Doctors, nurses, students and office staff
were all as kind and helpful as it is possible for human beings to be.”
And here is one from the Managing Director of a large engineering
works in Birmingham : *“ I want to take this, the earliest, opportunity
of thanking your doctors and nurses for the excellent and expeditious
manner in which I was treated for a street accident on Thursday last.”

We can produce masses of evidence that would refute energetically
and effectively any suggestion that our Voluntary Hospitals are
incapable of rendering the finest service.

There is the second criticism. Is it derogatory for our homes of
healing to be supported by private gifts? Why should it be? It was
not disparaging for the Good Samaritan to spend his money and his
time in caring for the one who had fallen by the wayside. And that
story was set before us as a noble example to be followed. Right down
the centuries the challenge has rung, * Go thou and do likewise.”
There are many who believe—and I am certainly one of them—that
it will be a bad day for our country if the wells of charity are ever
dried up. As George Eliot said so truly : ©“ What do we live for if
it is not to make life less difficult for one another.”

Now having said these things let me emphasise that we all wish
to see the finest health service that human skill and planning can
produce. We believe that in this service the Voluntary Hospitals can
play a vital part. Shall they be allowed to do so ? That depends entirely
upon the help you are prepared to give. I am confident that the support
we have received for so long will not only be maintained but, if
possible, increased. Then we shall be able —notwithstanding the
war-time prices of everything we need——to continue our great work
without running into debt. That has always been our desire and,
thanks to the generosity of our subscribers, it has been realised.
And so, in the words of a popular slogan : * Please give us the tools
and we will do the job.”

What kind of a *job” have we been able to do at the Hospital ?
Here it is necessary to quote some figures. And 1 think it will be
agreed they are very illuminating. During the year there were :—

3,137 Patients admitted.
45,371 Casualties and out-patients, who made no less than

125,059 Attendances.



We have 180 beds open for the care of the civilian sick, and 100
more tor war-time casualties—many of which, alas, were occupied by
victims of the flying bombs and the V2 mckch _MI our dﬁl:artmcnn
are fully employed—departments such as the X-Ray, Physio-Therapy,
Cardiographic. We have wards for general medical and surgical
patients, for those suffering from ear, nose and throat complaints, for
maternity cases and for children.

Indeed, as in peace-time, we are to-day a fully equipped General
Hospital. Th[:‘hL facts, striking though tht:i.' are, do not complete the
picture. We have in Hertfordshire a country Annexe. The Medical
Superintendent there is one of our Senior Physicians, and he has been
vood enough to let me have the following report :

"The number of In-Patients admitted during the year to the
Charing Cross Wards here was 513. The number of babies born in the
Maternity unit during the same period was 754. The unit has become
so popular that it is working to capacity the whole time, and it looks
as though we shall be admitting between 950 and 1,000 mothers a year
in the future—a very material contribution to the maternity prn'l}h_m
so acute all over the country. And it is gratifying to say that of the
1,378 mothers admitted to the unit since it was npcncd, not one has
been lost in childbirth. I think this is a record of which Charing Cross
Hospital may be justly proud.”

We are naturally proud of such a fine record, and 1 would like
to offer our c:mg;ﬂ_tu]atmni and gratitude to the C nnaultmg Obstetric
Officer (who, by the way, is a xpcczahat from San Francisco) and
to the doctors, nurses and staff of our country Annexe.

It will be readily understood that it costs a good deal of money
to pay for the work we are doing. Last year our expenditure amounted
to £103,000. But every penny was used to good purpose, for our
accounts are checked most carefully, and waste of any kind is not
tolerated for one moment. The [1[131’1{1 Committee ]{Jn;_, ago adopted
as the basis of its policy : ** An order book is equivalent to a cheque
book.” That is never forgotten. Our supporters therefore can be
satistied that their generous gifts are used to the best possible advantage.

Now I turn to our hopes and desires for the immediate future.
I would like to state them under three headings.

First of all, we shall require at least £100,000 to pay our way
during this year. To raise :-uu:h an amount is a heavy task for these
dav but it will, I am confident, be discharged b‘L the continued
Llndntss and generosity of old fucnds and hw the h-:lp of many
others who feel that our work is worthy of support. That is our first
desire—to be assured of the income to meet our thuutlrurt

5



Our second desire will, I am sure, have a wide appeal. In pre-war
days we had a very attractive Children’s Department on the top floor
of the Hospital. When hostilities commenced the little patients were
evacuated and the wards closed. It was fortunate that these steps were
taken, for during one of the air raids an incendiary bomb destroyed
part of our roof. Recently we opened a small ward for children, to
meet the ever-growing demand, but, frankly, it is a makeshift
arrangement and far from ideal. Will you, therefore, kindly allow me
to make an urgent plea for special help to meet the cost of a new
Children’s Department? Some fine words by John Galsworthy come
to mind : “ Into the twiligcht of the world are launched each year
millions of tiny ships. Under a sky of cloud and stars, they grope out
to the ereat waters and the great winds—little sloops of life upon
whose voyaging the future hangs. Mothers, and you who will be
mothers, and you who have missed motherhood, give them their
chance.” We do want to give the girls and boys who come to us
their chance—the chance to grow up to healthy manhood and woman-
hood. May we count on your help in this great desire?

And our third desire. The full story of our experiences during
the last few years cannot be told in the space of a few pages. We can
say, however, that we have been called upon to treat many hundreds
of victims of the war. Men and women and children who have suffered
from enemy action. What we should like to do is to commemorate
““ these fateful years ” by naming and endowing a ward. It would be
a fitting way to express our thankfulness for the great blessings
granted to us, and surely there could be no more appropriate memorial
to a loved one than that of naming and endowing a bed in this ward,
So much has been spent in the past in providing something inanimate
in metal or stone. Here is an opportunity of helping to restore life
and health to a fellow human being. I liked the idea behind a paragraph
which appeared recently in a provincial newspaper. It read * Instead
of waiting until he died to show their appreciation of their Vicar,
the congregation of St. Andrew’s Church are raising a fund of 100,000
shillings for him to use for the benefit of his church.” The paragraph
went on: “ No doubt in the normal course, when he had passed
beyond, there would be some sort of stone erected in the church
to his memory.” And it closed with this pertinent question : “ But
what is the use of a stone? It can be of no help to the man.” Many
there are who will share the same view. To all those may we commend
the proposal to endow our ward,

6



To summarise our hopes for this year:—

The first is to maintain our existing work, and for that purpose
we shall need £100,000,

The second is to equip and endow the Children’s Department.
Gifts of any kind will be gladly and gratefully received for this purpose,
but I may mention that a cot can be endowed for all time for £500.

And the third i1s to endow a ward in thankfulness for all the
blessings we have received, or as a memorial to a loved one.

Here again the smallest sum will be warmly appreciated, though
a bed in the ward can be named in perpetuity for (1,000,

I do hope that when I write to you next year I may be able to
say that all our hopes were realised.

In bringing this report to a close, let me say three words of very
grateful appreciation. First to our subscribers for all the help they
have so generously given, and which has made our task possible.
Secondly, to the staff of the hospital—medical, nursing, and lay—for
their devoted services. And thirdly, in anticipation, to those who will
lend us their aid in order that the desires 1 have outlined may be
fulfilled.

Chairman.

CHArRING CroOss HospiTaL,
Lonpon, W.C.2.






