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Report of the Committee of Management

INETEEN HUNDRED AND FORTY has brought us, in common with
N very many other hospitals, many calamities, but they are
almost if not quite outweighed by the number of kindnesses

that have been showered upon us.

At the beginning of the year we were maintaining a supplementary
Hospital at Rottingdean, under the care of Miss Raynham Smith who
insisted on helping us as a voluntary worker. It became necessary to
move from Rottingdean and we then found a fresh home in the Guest
House of S. Mary’s Abbey at West Malling. When the raids became
too numerous there we reassembled our patients and staff at Woolwich,
and when the Ward Block was partly destroyed by a high explosive
bomb th€ Ministry of Health generously lent us a large house at
Chesham. We still retain 22 beds for emergencies in the Mother
House and these are rarely empty. The Borough Council of Woolwich
had strongly fortified our two lower corridors and one labour room in
July, sharing the expense with the Ministry of Health, and it is to their
most efficient work that we attribute the absence of casualties. They
are now still further strengthening our defences.

Temporary repairs have been carried out by Messrs. Thomas
and Edge, under the instructions of our architect, Mr. Hall, at a cost
of 4275, and we have received a loan of £205 from the Government
for this expense. The rebuilding of the Ward Block cannot be
undertaken till the end of the war—when that happy moment comes
we are hoping to increase our accommodation by adding several small
wards and offices to that end of the Hospital.

The expense of maintaining two establishments, with two sets of
staff, is of course considerable, but this difficulty has been overcome
by the splendid help given by our Appeal Committee. Recognising
the impossibility of appealing at such a time for the extension of the
Hospital they decided to launch a War Emergency Appeal, the money
to be paid into our Maintenance Account, and this new venture has
brought in this year no less than £2,000, in addition to paying its own
printing and postal expenses.

Our Resident Medical Officer, Dr. Gwendoline Grove, has been
placed in charge of our supplementary Hospital, and this has been
rendered possible by the valuable help afforded by Dr. Harold Waller
and Dr. Eileen Wise, who have made the Hospital their headquarters
since the beginning of the war. We are also greatly indebted to Mrs.

Tennant and other friends who have worked here as V.A.D.'s at
various periods of the year.

We greatly regret the loss of our Hon. Treasurer and Committee
Member, Mr. G. L. Walter, who has had to resign his post as Manager

o e
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of the Westminster Bank, Woolwich branch, owing to domestic
reasons. His place as Hon. Treasurer and on the Committee of
Management has been filled by his successor, Mr. D. F. ]. Pigott.
Our Committee has been further strengthened by the addition of the
new Rector of Woolwich, the Rev. Cuthbert Bardsley, Canon Christo-
pherson of Eltham, and Mrs. Napier, who still hopes to attend the
Meetings, though she has left Woolwich.

We offer our congratulations to our Assistant Secretary, Miss
J. M. Wild, on having sat successfully for both parts of the final
examination for the Associateship of the Incorporated Association of
Hospital Officers.

The research on lactation was continued up to the time when the
building was damaged by enemy action, and it was fortunate that Miss
Grant had completed the series of analysis on which she had been
engaged. Her results together with the supplementary work of Dr.
Scott Blair and Dr. Aschaffenberg of the University of Reading will be
published as soon as circumstances allow: Meanwhile, financed by
our Research Fund, a fresh series of observations, of a different
character but in the same connection, are being undertaken in
Cambridge.

Report of the Matron

Nineteen hundred and forty has been a very difficult year, but we
have been enabled to put through a great deal of work in spite of the
handicap of war time : 1,180 mothers were delivered under our care,
145 of them at the evacuation HnspitaI at Pednor House, Chesham,
Buckinghamshire. All but a small fraction passed safely thmugh
labour and made a normal recovery. Five Caesarian operations were
performed successfully. Ten pairs of twins were born and 31 emer-
gency cases were admitted. 1,882 patients attended the pre-natal
clinic and 10,836 attendances were made. 155 cases were admitted
for pre-natal treatment, a department of the work that is of the very
greatest importance. Gas and air analgesia was administered in
45.8 per cent. of all cases confined and morphine was given in 40.1 per
cent of cases. Other analgesic drugs were also used. Three maternal
deaths occurred. Two were pre-natal patients who were admitted
with acute heart failure in the early months. The third died of heart
failure just after the birth of her baby. She also had chronic valvular
disease of the heart. The infant clinic attendances have been of
course smaller than usual as so many mothers and babies have been
evacuated. The total number of infants attending were 669 and the
total attendances made were 1,366. The dental clinic too shows some
decline for the same reason. 162 patients were treated, and 33 com-
plete dentures were supplied. '
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At Christmas 1939 the Princess Royal most graciously gave the
Hospital an additional oxygen bell-tent for the use of delicate newly-
born babies. The gift has already proved its usefulness in saving
the lives of several babies. Even the difficult task of transporting the
whole apparatus has been carried out, when Dr. Grove employed it
for a newly-born infant in the district. The child was enabled to live
in an atmosphere of continuous oxygen for three days and nights, and
was successfully revived. We are yet further indebted to our President
for the gift of an electrically heated mattress for use in the babies’ cots.
For these valuable additions to our equipment we are deeply grateful.

We must record our gratitude also to Dr. John E. Elam, our Hon.
Consulting Anaesthetist, for his gift of a portable Walton Minnitt Gas
and Air apparatus to our evacuation Hospital at Chesham.

Dr. Arthur Davies, Hon. Consulting Pathologist, besides conduct-
ing post-mortem examinations for us, devoted a whole day to super-
vising a drip transfusion for a patient who we could not move into a
general hospital owing to the great scarcity of beds for civilians at that
time. She was admitted in a state of extreme an@mia and acute
toxzemia. She made an excellent recovery.

The number of pupils trained has been very small compared with
other years, due partly to the shortage of applicants but more to the
longer training which has just come into force. Eleven pupils have
passed the State examination and 3 failed. In November, 4 refugee
nurses and 3 English pupils were presented, and only 1 failed. This
result is most creditable as they had to study under such difficult
conditions. Often after a long day’s work they were to be seen in the
basement shelters lying on their mattresses, books and notes open,
studying by candle light. The way in which the whole nursing staff
has met and overcome the heavy and difficult tasks which the war has
added to their work, calls for mention. The restricted lighting and
ventilation of the wards demanded extra vigilance in their care of both
mothers and babies. Raids played havoc with the usual routine for
with each warning all patients had to be moved at once to the protection
of passages and basement, and back again when the raiders passed.
Often and often they passed but to return, and the whole manceuvre
had to be repeated day and night. These duties were met with the
greatest willingness and with a show of indifference that carried
reassurance to the patients. No trace of panic has appeared in the
Hospital and it is a real satisfaction to be able to report that the standard
of care has been well maintained.

The Borough Council strengthened our labour room and also the
basement shelter with steel joists and pillars, and it has been a matter
for great thankfulness to have these places in which to put patients
during raids. The night we were hit we had 6o patients and about 50
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babies and no one was hurt, although the part of the ward block that
normally contained 4o beds is a total wreck. If the routine practice of
taking the patients to shelters had not been carried out, heavy casualties
would have been inevitable. Within a few hours the Ministry of
Health had taken 30 of our most newly confined mothers in ambulances
to Farnborough Hospital and 15 of the staff with them, and the next
morning a party of the nursing staff were off to Chesham to prepare
for the reception of 25 expectant mothers who arrived in three days.
To our domestic staff also gratitude is due. They never relaxed in
spite of fatigue, and no more skilful and alert fire watchers and fighters
can exist than those Mr. Conway, our engineer, has organised and
directed so untiringly from the outset.

We are left at Woolwich with a maximum of 22 beds, the Clinics—
a big job—and the shelters. Our pupil midwives alternate between
here and Chesham as their Clinic experience has to be gained here.
At the beginning of the bombing of London we felt we must keep an
open door for any emergency midwifery case and for any distressed or
ill pre-natal cases who were not fit to be in the public shelters or their
own Andersons. It has been a very happy part of our work. At first
during September and October our basement was crowded, but now
that the public shelters have been made more comfortable, we are not
too full. In the relief work that we have been privileged to do we
have been greatly assisted by many kind friends who have helped to
get suitable billets for mothers and babies on leaving us and to find
places for the many whom we could not take for their confinements.
We cannot as a rule send mothers down to Chesham until they are
within ten days of term owing to the press on the beds there.

The American Red Cross has given us £50 to relieve bombed-out
patients and their families and they also sent the most glorious parcel
of clothing, men’s, women’s, and children’s ; strong boots and shoes,
overcoats, underwear, stockings and socks, besides babies’ clothing.
Could they but see the stunned look fade from the sufferers’ faces as
they are given immediate help, warmth and hope! Often a mother
would burst into tears of utter relief. QOur British relief services do
marvels, but it all takes time and it has been priceless to have these
means of comfort ready to our hands. We must not use much printing
or paper or it would be easy to go on and on to tell of the many friends
who have helped or are helping us to do a little to pick up the pieces
for a few of the distressed.

We have been fortunate to secure the services of Miss Jennie
Mennie, S.R.N., 5.C.M., as Matron, first of the evacuation Home at
West Malling, and then when the bombing became too hot there, she
led the party who so quickly got Pednor House under way and ready
for the reception of patients three days after we were bombed.
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* Executive Appeal Committee Report
WAR EMERGENCY FUND

Since the beginning of the war the Executive Appeal Committee
has devoted its efforts to support the general work of the Hospital
through the War Emergency Fund and the Chairman, the Countess
of Stamford and members of the Committee wish to take this
opportunity of expressing their gratitude to all those who have so
generously supported this important department of the Hospital.

It will be necessary to abbreviate the report to a few sentences
as we wish to comply with the Government's instructions to
conserve as much as possible the use of paper during the war.
The annual list of subscriptions and donations have also been
arranged to meet this end; it has been decided to express the
Committee's appreciation of the kind support of the work through
the medium of the Press and thus avoid the additional expense of
sending to each individual a copy of the report. During the year,
practically all the special functions which would have taken place
have had to be cancelled and the only medium through which we might
solicit financial aid has been by letter. In the Report of the
Committee of Management the Hon. Secretary has told how
appreciative the General Committee are to the War Emergency
Fund Committee for the addition of #£2,000 to the Maintenance
Account.

The Committee are also grateful to the friends in America
and the Colonies who have and are continuing to send substantial
financial assistance, it is hoped to set aside at the end of the year
a special report with the list of names of those friends who have
sent gifts from overseas. Special thanks should be expressed
also to the following who have sent special grants to this
department during the past year :—

£

The Fitton Trust (per Mr. J. F. Morton) 250
The Granada Cinema, Woolwich - 109
The Worshipful Company of Goldsmiths 100
The International Time Recording Co. - 100
Mrs. Thomas Benskin - - - a0
The Globe Cinema, Plumstead - a7
The Albert Levy Benevolent Fund {per

Lady Levy) - - - 50
Mrs. Ernest Cooper = = - 30
D. G. Ryder, Esq. - - - 36
The Odeon Cinema, Haverstoclk Hill - 3

The Committee looks forward with confidence to the continued
support of this department during 1941, additional funds will be
required as the increased costs in every direction will make this
necessary. The work of the Hospital in Woolwich must continue
and will serve as a centre of national importance both in the
community and the nation.






























