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MEDICAL AND SANITARY REPORT, KEDAH.
For the year 1930 A.D. (30th Rejab, 1348 to 10th Shaaban, 1349 A.H.)

‘ I. ADMINISTRATION.

The principal appointments are:—

The State Surgeon.

The Senior Health Officer.

Health Officer.

3 Medical Officers—one in each Centre.

1 Lady Medical Officer—stationed at Alor Star.
Pathologist, attached to Health Office.

B Assistant Surgeons.

3 European Nursing Sisters.

60 Dressers (including 5 Laboratory Assistants).
1 Qualified Dispenser—Store Keeper,

2 Asiatic Nurses,

T Asiatic certified midwives (attendant class).

4 Vaceinators.

& Health Inspectors attached to Health Office.

18 Health Inspectors attached to various Sanitary Boards.
1 Laboratory Assistant, Health Office.

CHANGES IN THE STAFF.

Dr. D. Bridges, State Surgeon, left for England on 22nd February (23-9-48)
on urgent private affairs. He returned and resumed duty on 16th October (23-5-49).

Dr. J. 1. Baeza, Senior Health Officer, acted as State Surgeon, in addition to
his own duties during Dr. Bridges’ leave.,

Dr. R. Walkingshaw, Medical Officer, Central Kedah, was transferred fo the

Straits Settlements on 18th January (17-8-49). He was succeeded by Dr. J, C. Carson
from the Straits. Dr. Carson went on sick leave on 12th December (21-7-49) and

Dr. L. F. Day, Medical Officer, North Kedah, was transferred to Central Kedah.

Dr. R. A. MacNab was seconded from the Straits as Medical Officer, North
Kedah, on 15th December (24-7-49).

Dr. H. B. ﬁudﬂs, Medical Officer, South Kedah, commenced his leave prior to
retirement on 15th December (24-7-49).

Dr. R. C. Burgess was transferred from the Straits to fill the newly created
post of Health Officer, Kedah, on 22nd August (27-3-49).

The new post of Pathologist was filled on 19th October (26-5-49) by the
appointment of Dr. Mustapa bin Osman, a Kedah Malay, and a graduate of the Hong
Kong University.

Miss V. D. Smith, Nursing Sister, was seconded to Kedah on lst January
(30-7-48) in place of Miss A. M. Belton who resigned on the termination of her
= i ired the termination of her agreement

$ r ing Sister, retired on
on 3rd szsﬂ?:;- ?ifgié}ﬁﬁﬁ !.fas succeeded by Miss A, L. Stewart from the Straits.

1 Dresser died.
1 Asiatic Nurse resigned.
1 Asiatic Nurse was appointed to fill the vacancy.

1 Health Inspector resigned.
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SouTH EEDAH.

Hospital, Kulim wh ot e .+ 280 beds,
i serdang e, = a0
Out-door Dispenszary, Bandar Bahru.

Each Medical District is provided with a Motor Ambulanee which does routine
travelling dispensary work in the distriet visiting all Schools, villages and Police
Stations en route. Enclosed map shews the area covered by out door dispensary.

The Prisons at Alor Star and Sungei Patani have each a sick ward. The sick

ward attached to the Prison, Kulim, was closed in August, when that prison was
avolished.

/ The Hospitals at Kuala Ketil and Serdang ceased to be Government Institutions
on 30th June, when they were leased out to Estate Group Associations. These two
hospitals were originally erected with the main object of serving the labourers on the
rubber estates in their respective neighbourhoods. Estates are now required under the
Health Board Enactment of 1346 A.H. to provide their own hospitals.

BUILDINGS.

The following buildings were completed during the yvear:—

14 attendants’ quarters, Hospital, Alor Star.

Extension of Maternity Ward for 3rd class patients, Alor Star.
2 blocks of four dressers’ quarters, Sungei Patani.

4 attendants’ guarters, Sungei Patani.

2 blocks of Dressers’ quarters, Kulim.

2 attendants’ gquarters, Langkawi.

The following works are postponed :—

Water borne sewage system for the three Central Hospitals, Quarters for
Health Officer, Sungei Patani, Electric Washers for Hospitals, Alor
Star and Sungei Patani.

The following works asked for have not been sanctioned ;:—

. MNew Mortuary, Hospital, Sungei Patani.
Wire fence, Baling Hospital.
Removal servants' quarters, Kulim, to new site.
Motor Shed, State Surgeon’s Office, Alor Star.
8 Clerks’ guarters, Alor Star.

FINANCIAL.

The Revenue for the financial year 1348 A.H. (9th June, 1929 to 28th May,
1920 A.D.) was as follows :—

1348 A.H. 1347 A.H.
Medical i i .. B77,105.51 $92,500.83
Health i o - 69.50 57.00

The decrease in the medical revenue is due to the fall in the number of paying
patients from Estates on account of opening of Estate Group Hospitals.

EXPENDITURE.
MEpIcAL BRANCH.
1348 A.H. 1347 AH.
Personal Emoluments .. $198,231.00 $183,837.20
Other Charges e oe 250,202.23 268,019.89
Total «s  P44R 48R.28 $451,857.09

The increase under personal emoluments is due mainly to increments of salaries
under Schemes. The decrease under other charges is due to fewer admissions to
hospitals.



HEALTH BRANCH.

N | 1348 A.H. 1347 AH.
ersonal Emoluments . . .. ®$18,419.39 £21,356.80
Other Charges o .. 18,108.52 17,431.99

Total .. $836,628.01 538,T88.79

The actual expenditure on the whole Medical Department, af
revenue, was $407,786 or 6.19% of the State Revenue, 5 e T

ORDINANCES.

An amendment to the Sanitary Board Enactment of 1334 A.H
o H. was passed,
giving powers to the Sanitary Boards to impose rates within their limi i
the approval of the State Council. b I

: A Poizons Enactment was passed giving powers for the control of traffic in
poisons,

II. PUBLIC HEALTH.
GENERAL.

As the Gregorian Calendar, for the purposes of Statistics, was adopted only
from 1st Janl}nr}r, 1930 A.D., it is not possible to compare the fizures with those of 1929
A.D., comparisons are therefore made with the vear 1347 A.H., which is the last period
approximating 12 months for which figures are available,

, During the year the health of the State was generally good, the death rate
being lcwe_r and the birth rate higher than in 1347 A.H. The death rate was the lowest
recorded since 1343 A H. and the birth rate the highest ever recorded in Kedah.

Appendices A—I refer to Births and Deaths,

COMMUNICAELE DISEASES.

Mualovin: Malaria and fevers unspecified accounted for 2,446 deaths, which is
much less than the number for 1347 A.H. when the figure was 3,328,

Infantile Convulsions: 2,707 deaths were recorded under this head, being the
largest number due to any one disease. The figure for 1847 A.H. was 2,084, Many of
these deaths from Convulsions were probably caused by Malaria, Ascaris, and digestive
troubles,

Cholera: There was no cholera during the yvear.

Small-pox: The first case was reported in Central Kedah on 28-5-30. This
case came from Penang. On 1-6-30 the second case was reported in another locality.
In this instance it was discovered that a Sister had recently arrived from Malacca with
the disease and died. As was to be expected, the disease was spread around the locality.
26 cases in all occurred in Central Kedah.

The diseaze was then carried from Central Kedah to North Kedah, where 3
cases occurred. In October 4 cases occurred in South Kedah. These were introduced
in all probability from the Province Wellesley. In all there were 24 cases with 5 deaths.

Conzidering the fact that there has been small-pox in Penang and Province
Weliezley during the whole year, and the people are continually moving from place to
place, also that there had been a death from Small-pox in Central Kedah with the usual
collection of friends, as is the native custom on these occasionsz, some days before the
disease was notified, it is surprising that the outbreak was not more serious than it was.

The reason for this is largely on account of the Enactment in Kedah, providing
for compulsory vaccinations in any gazetted area, of every one who has not been
successfully vaceinated within 5 years. This enabled us to form an immune area along
the border adjoining the Province Wellesley and around any case that occurred, and so
effectively to izolate the infected area.

Tropical Typhus: Four cases were reported, including two from Dublin Estate.
The diagnosis was confirmed by serological tests,




iy
Typhoid Fever: 14 cases were reported including 9 from Estates. There

were also T cases reported as Para T i :
] yphoid. These cases were scatt
source of infection wWas discovarod. attered and no definite

Ankylostomiosis: 1,276 deaths were registered under this headin i
. ) £, an increase
of 122 as uumpe’!red w:th‘ 1347 A.H. Better facilities for diagnosis on Estates probably
account for the increase in numbers. It is also probable that malaria was a contributary
:I-:usa of d?th 1fn ;;na.n:,r of the cases. Most Estates are now paying more attention to
e prevention of this disease and next year a great i £ i
T i improvement in the figures should be
Infantile Mortality: The infantile death rate was 142.02 i ich i
. . .02 per mille which is
higher than that of 1347 A.H., but lower than for any other complete year except 1542
AH. Tlmug‘hl the rate is still highest among Tamils, viz. 252.09—this rate compares
favourably mt!:n 262.96 which was the figure for 1347 A.H. and is possibly due to
improved curative and preventive measures on Estates.
The rattes for Malays and Chinese were respectively 124.33 and 144.24 per mille
as compared with 111.95 and 136.72 in 1347 A.H. Bad feeding, Ascaris and Malaria
probably account for most infant deaths.

OFFICIALS.

The following table gives the Heath Statistics of Government Officials, other
than Subordinates, in Kedah.

European. Native.
Number of officialz rezident .. e o ST T2
Average number resident .. i i .. B0.44 66.34
Taotal number on Sick list .. " s ve 220 26
Total number of days on sick list e ih oo B35 136
Average daily number on sick list .. = i .29 |
Percentage of sick to average number resident . . .. 2631 36.11
Average number of days on sick list for each patient .. 16.25 5.28
*  Average gick time to each resident .. s .o G4 2.06
Total number invalided 7. 2 i e i 1
Percentage of invalidings to total resident - S 1.38

Total deaths : o e
Percentage of deaths to total resident . . =
Percentage of deaths to average number resident
Number of cases of sickness contracted away from resident

III. HYGIENE AND SANITATION.

Three meetings of the Anti-Malarial Board were held during the year.

; Routine anti-malarial work was carried on in the Sanitary Board areas of Alor
Star, Sungei Patani and Kulim, the three large towns in the State, and sub-soil drains
were laid at Bukif Kayu Hitam, a border station where Maculatus was found to be
bresding.

Drainage work at Pulau Langkawi was maintained, and incidence of malaria
on the izland was much less than in the previous vear. ‘A. Ludlovi and Umbrosus " are
however still found in isolated places, and more extensive work will therefore have to

be carried out.

Routine monthly surveys were carried out in these areas and on a number of
estates. Surveys were also carried out at Padang Besar, around the gquarantine station,
on the Siamese boundary, where the actual anti-malarial work is done by the Federated

Malay States Railways.
HEALTH ON ESTATES.

There is a large reduction in the incidence of malaria among estate labourers,
as the result of anti-malarial work on miost of the larger estates. As to general
sanitation on estates, considerable improvements were effected, especially in Central
Kedah, a number of protected wells and new latrines with open drain and septic tank
system being provided. Depressed financial conditions rendered the carrying out of
improvements difficult or impossible in many cases. In all 229 visits were miade by the
Senior Health Officer and his staff to estates. Appendices L—R give the returns of

estate health.



i
SCHOOLS.

There are 91 schools in Kedah.

Boys. Girls.
English = e o et 1
Yernacular A . o 1 BB )
Total .. 8B [

Officers of the Health Branch visited 24 of the boys' schools and examined
2,374 pupils.

The Lady Medical Officer paid several vizits to three of the Girls’ schoals and
examined 92 children.

The travelling dispensaries paid routine visits to 45 schools and treated all
sick children.

The prevailing disease among children is Dental Caries: intestinal worms and
skin dizeazes are the other common ailments.

Appendix K shews the result of examinations conducted by the Health Staff and
the Lady Medical Officer.

QUARANTINE INSPECTION.

On account of a few cases of cholera, reported from Southern Siam, the

country was gazetted * Suspected ” on 15th May (16-12-48) and all passengers coming
into Kedah by road, sea and rail were strictly examined. The restriction was raised
on 15th September (21-4-49) when cases ceased to oceur in Southern Siam. .

The number of Railway passengerz examined at the frontier Station, Padang
Eesar, during the vear was j—

15t class o i it b .. 1,846
2nd i o o e i 3,025
3rd 3 A o o .. 21288
Total £ 2‘59!5‘ Fl

—_—_—
=

There was one conviction during the year under Section 4 of the Quarantine
Enactment, the defendent being fined $10.

VACCINATION.

Compulsory vaccination of all persons mot vaccinated within b yeara, was
ordered by the Government in the districts affected by smallpox, and a large number were

vaccinated under this order.
The number vaceinated by Government vaccinators was 31,199.

Vaccinations done at the Hospitals and dispensaries numbered 15,698.
Statistics of those vaccinated by Health Inspectors and Estate Doctors are not

available,
PORT HEALTH WORK.

During the prevalence of Cholera in Southern Siam, all the vessels arriving
in Kedah ports from Siam were examined.
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IV. MATERNITY AND CHILD WELFARE.

In the whole State there were 243 deaths recorded as due to affections
connected with child birth. This gives a percentage of 1.45 to total births. The number
of still births amounted to 1,016 which are not counted as births. These fizures cannot
be taken as correct as the native reports any infant death that occurs within a few days
of birth as ‘born dead’ and likewise any mother dying within 40 days of confinement,
the period during which women are considered unclean, is reported as death from child
birth.

894 cases under ‘Pregnancy and its diseases’ were treated in the various
Government Hospitals. There were 30 deaths among these, giving a percentage of 7.61
to total treated.

Dr. {Mrs.) M. G. Brodie, a temporary officer, was in charge the whole year,
and did good work, especially among the Malays, in spite of being handicapped in not
knowing much of the language.

Her work was mostly out-door, the number of female indoor cases being small,
as there are comparatively few Tamil women in North Kedah, and Chinese and Malay
women do not come into Hospital if they can possibly aveid it. The following list shews
cases attended to in Alor Star.

Maternity Wards.

Inpatients.

Malay o ' . - e ot otk
Chinese nr i e o i .. 28
Tamils i 7 i e e .. 48
Others s e s o e 14
Tatal .+ B8
Still hirths .. e a A 2l ST

Twins - i i e b ey 2 cases.
Abnormalities and forceps cases o o vl LB
‘ Living babies .. r e o i ve TG

First Class Ward.
1 European was confined and a healthy baby the result.
Out-door Maternity Cases.

Malays 64
Chinese - 4
Tamils 5
Others 2

Total e |
Still born i Wi ot . or P
Twins o, o 0 e e .o 2 pages,
Healthy babies ™ o A 5 .. B4

Many of the fatal or complicated cases attended to would have been avoided
or saved if the patient had attended before hand for ante-natal treatment; but
it is not easy to make the native women recognise the importance of this.

The policy is to induce the Malays to adopt modern treatment in place of the
crude and dangerous treatment of the Bidan or native midwife. The figures shew that
though we have not yet persuaded them to come into hospital, we are gradually getting
them to accept our treatment in their homes.

There are two Malay Certified midwives attached to the Alor Star Hospital
who attend to outside cases, whenever called upon to do so, under the supervision of Lady
Medical Officer.

Another Malay woman has been sent for training and it is hoped that she will
obtain her certificate in 6 months’ time: she will be stationed at Pulau Langkawi where

modern methods are urgently required.
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INFANT WELFARE WORK.

This work iz carried out among the Malays only and was started at the first
eentre in the nature of an experiment with funds raised by voluntary effort.

A Voluntary Committee was formed with H.H. the Regent of Kedah as
President and it was agreed to carry on the organisation until the State Council was
satisfied that it was a work the Government was justified in undertaking. No additional
stafl was provided and no premiszes erected. H. H. the Regent lent a dizused billiard
room at Anak Bukit Gardens. The building was cleaned and painted at the expensze of
voluntary funds.

An opening ceremony was held to which all headmen were invited. The
nature and aim of the work was explained and bills distributed freely among the peaple.

At the first session 132 babies were brought up, which was a very satisfactory
atart. The average attendance for the following & months, the period fixed by State
Council, was over 50.

It was soon realised that the one Centre at Anak Bukit was not enough, as the
dizstance from other Kampongs was too much to enable mothers to attend regulary. It
was therefore decided towards the end of the year fo open three other Centres at
convenient spots about 5§ miles apart. The people in other districts have asked that
Centres be opened near them also, but at present it is impracticable to extend the work.

The sessions at the three extra centires are held at a Government Dispensary
in the Town of Alor Star, in a Penghulu’s (headman) house, and in a building lent once
a month.

The following table gives the particulars of each centre during the year:—

R

Place Besgion | st Vieits l Hewvisits Total ﬂiﬂﬁme
Anak Bukit 23 disl 120 1191 al
lLanggar - L | b 475
|
T. Kechai 2 | 150 47
&, Porak 2 | 54 2%

V. HOSPITALS AND DISPENSARIES.

A total of 17,800 patients were treated in all Hospitals. The deaths numbered
1,155 giving a percentage of 6.48. 377 of the deaths occurred within 48 hours of
admission ; excluding these, the death-rate was 4.37 per cent.

The following table gives the number treated and deaths in hospitals for the
past 5 complete years: —

Year No, treated Deaths ! Percentage of deaths
| P, 1
134 A H. ... 21,336 1,0k | 704
1345 21472 1541 i 847
1546 ik 24452 | L | 813
1347 19,121 1.506 i 87
1930 A.D. ... 17,5000 1,155 . 48

Both the admissions and deaths shew a decrease, mainly due to reduction of
labour on estates, and the opening of estate Group Hospitals.

O S|
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14 cases received treatment in the Phthisis huts at Langkawi. Ten of these
cases were discharged, 3 advanced cases died, and 1 absconded.

No improvement in the prevalence of this disease can be stated though the
Hospital admissions shew a slight decrease. The value, however, of Langkawi as a
Sanitorium is noticeable. Cases do remarkably well here, but the difficulty is to persuade
patients to stay here long enough to obtain a complete cure.

DYSENTERY.

The death-rate under Amoebic Dysentery iz the lowest for 6 years: and the rate
for Bacillary Dysentery also shows a marked fall. This is probably accounted for by
excluding the estate cases which were usually sent into hospital in a very advanced state.

VENEREAL DISEASES.

Cases. Deaths,
Gonorrhoea and Gon. Sequelae e .. D288 5
Syphilis and Syph. Sequelas i s 2R3 5
Buhbo il e i s 62
Total S | 10

There was a decrease of over 800 in the admissions. The importance of early
treatment is gradually becoming recognised and we get more cases in the early stages
than formerly.

Meo-Salvarsan injections for Syphilis and Yaws (Puru) in the State.

Year. Injections.
1343 A.H. - 220 Er o 5,996
1344 , A o o - sal TyI20
1345 ,, ats i o L .. 5,608
1346 ,, i o I oo .. 6,689
1847 ,, o o o] Wi dae LEEIE
1930 A.D. s i o 2 .. 11,938

Injections given during 1930 A.D. include 2,059 given by the Lady Medical
Officer at various Welfare Centres. The majority of these injections were for puru:
this disease is still very prevalent in certain districts.

ANEYLOSTOMIASIS.
1,207 cases and 51 deaths, shew a great improvement over previous vears'
figures.

MENTAL DISEASES.

200 Kedah patients were under treatment in the Mental Hospital, Tanjong
Rambutan at the beginning of the year; 80 were admitted, 22 discharged as cured, 6
absconded, 17 died, and the number remaining at the end of the year was 235 including 182

males and 53 females.
The admissions for the last 5 years were as follows:—

1344 A.H. s sie e Ps s BT
1345 o e e 49
1346 ,, s s i W Ee 72
1347 o i e s i 59

80

1930 A.D. .. ‘e i e
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MEDICAL AND SANITARY REPORT, PERLIS.

For the year ending 31st December, 1930 A.D.
(30th Rejab, 1348 to 10th Sha'aban, 1349 AH.)

I. ADMINISTRATION.
STAFF.
The appointments in the Medical Department are as follows:—

The State Surgeon, Kedah, who visits once a month, and oftener if required.
Assistant Surgeon.

Hospital Assistant, Grade 1.

Dresser, Grade I11.

Vaccinator,

Dispensary Assistant.

Midwife.

Mosquito larvae collector and identifier (New appeintment).

et pd el e e =

Mohamed Darus bin Abu Seman was sent to Sungei Patani on 12-6-30 (15-1-49)
to undergo training for a period of 414 months as a mosquito larvae collector and
identifier. He took up his work at Kangar on 28-10-30 (5-6-49).

Teh binti Mohamed, Midwife, resigned her job on account of ill health on 27-6-20,
(30-1-49) and Soom binti Mat Isa was appointed in her place on 8-7-30 (11-2-49).

The hospital was in charge of Assistant Surgeon R. Sivasambandan throughout
the year.

ORDINANCES.
The Deleterious Drugs Enactment was passed during the year.

FINANCIAL.

The total revenue collected during 1348 AH, (9-6-29—28-5-30) was $2,475.74.
The total expenditure was $24,731.26.

II. PUBLIC HEALTH.

An outbreak of Chicken-pox occurred at Kangar about the third week of
Movember and subsided only at the end of the year. 19 cases (most ‘.:'f them hoys in
Kangar School) were recorded in all. They were isolated in their respective houses. One
case of measles from Kaki Bukit was admitted into hospital.

Two cases of enteric fever (with no deaths) were admitted into hospital during
the year. Both of them were Chinese coolies, one from the Tasoh Estate and ‘the other
from Kaki Bukit. One case of Enteric Fever remaining from last year died at the
beginning of the year. -

As usual fevers head the list of communicable diseases and are responsible
for nearly half the number of deaths in the State; most of them were malarial.

i i i - malaria shows a decrease from 439

The number of cases admitted into hospital for m.:l:eu-m ghows a : ; .

in 1347 A.H. to 874 in 1930 A.D. The mortality from Malaria among Pﬂéﬁpltﬂldpﬂtmntﬁ was

ﬁ::rmewhal: h‘ighe:- than in 1347 A.H. The largest number of admissions into hospital

from Malaria was in December.
i g iv from Malaria was
i ession that Kangar Town was mmpara?nel_v free . !

not hurneT-:}::t ]hn;rp;acts as a fair number of cases of Malaria occurred in Kangar during

the year, in which the infection was undoubtedly contracted locally.
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The neighbourhood of Kaki Bukit and Besari School is very malarious. The
breeding grounds are numerous and as it would require an enormous amount of money,
to remedy the trouble by means of filling or drains, which is not available, it has been
advised to find a more healthy site for a village and by means of reduced rates at the
new site and increased rates at present site force the people to abandon the present
village. In the meantime quinine is being freely distributed and the people encouraged
to take treatment.

A larval survey made in the Sanitary Board areas of Kangar and Arau and
around Bezerie School during the year revealed the following:—

— _———

Kangar Aran l Beserie School
. W¥agus Vagus | Yagns
2. Kochi Kochi I Kochi
3. Barbirostris Barbirostrs | Barbirostris
i. Hyreanus Hyreanus [ Hyreanus
3, Hyreanus var Pad Fuliginosus Fuliginosus
G, Hossi : g | Aconitus
7. Fuliginosus i Aitkenii type IT
B Aitkenit type 1 | Aitkendi type IV
1, ! E Maculatus :
11k : Harwari
11. Tmbrosus

Respiratory diseases come next in order to fever; the numher of cases admitted
into hospital for pulmonary tuberculosis showed an increase as compared with the
previous years.

Infantile convulsions were also a frequent cause of death. The actual cause
might be either Malaria or Ascaris. Practically none of these cases sought medical aid
at the hospital. Infantile mortality was greater in Padang Malau and Paya; excluding
hospital cases, it was greatest in Padang Malau. '

The incidence of Ankylostomiasiz among Estate coolies is rather high. Health
measures are now being enforced on Estates, which have only recently been brought
under the Labour Code. There was a slight inerease in the number of admissions for
Ankylostomiasis this year as compared with 1347 A.H.

The number of deaths recorded among Malays in Mukim Arau is greater in
females than in miale.s The number of deaths among females during the age pperiod 6
to 25 and 36 to 50 is greater than that among the males for the same period. Excluding
deaths from diseases peculiar to women, fevers take a greater toll of life among women;
possibly they do not get the same opportunity of treatment as the men; and they are
certainly more reluctant to take European medicine. There also appears to be a greater
preponderance of old women in that mukim during the yvear under review (For fl.];‘thar
details vide appendix).

The disposal of the night soil in the four Pekans, Kangar, Arau, Kaki Bukit

and Padang Besar is carried out by the Eanitary Boards. All use the bucket system of
removal, the night soil being trenched in plots some distance from the town. This
method of disposal is not satisfactory during the rainy season, for low lying places like
the above.

The health of the prisoners in Kangar Gaol was satisfactory. Of the 49
prisoners who remained in the Gaol at the beginning of the year and 109 who were
admitted during the year, 34 cases were admitted into the hospital. (For further
Cetails vide appendix).
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At present there is no Enactment for compulsory registration of births and

deaths in the State. The statistics of births and deaths will be more reliable when
registration is made compulsory.

RABIES.

The first case of dog bite was reported on 15-1-30 (14-8-48) and the last on
27-12-30 (6-8-49). Seven dogs were concerned in all and 7 persons and 3 goats were
bitten. Three were unknown stray dogs; two were kept under observation for 10 days,
and were found to be healthy. Two were killed on the spot, but only the brain of one
was available for examination. The brain was sent to Institute for Medical Research,
Kuala Lumpur, through the State Veterinary Surgeon, Kedah, and was reported to be
positive for rabies. One person and 3 goats were bitten by healthy dogs. Of the
remaining 6, only four were sent to Alor Star Hospital for treatment, as two persons
bitten by unknown stray dogs refused to go fo Alor Star Hospital. Arrangements are
now made for treatment at the Hospital, Kangar.

The health of the Government Servants was satisfactory. All were examined
for signs of Pulmonary Tuberculosis; one was found to be suffering from active disease,
and was invalided.

OFFICIALS.

The following table gives the Health Statistics of Government Officials
(including subordinates) in Perlis.

Europeans. Asiatics.

Total number of officials resident .. e L 331
Average number resident .. i PR 331
Total number on sick list .. ain e R G2
Total number of days on sick list .. .. 12 days 680
Average daily number on sick list .. .. 0.03 1.86
Percentage of sick to average number resident 100 18.72
Average number of days on sick leave for each

patient o i .. b6 days 10.97
Average sick time to each remdent et B 2.06
Total number invalided .. -8 L 3
Percentage of invalidings to total resldent i3 ey A0
Total deaths ik E RS 8
Percentage of deaths to tata! res:tdant e o
Percentage of deaths to average number

resident ke i 91

Number of cases of mcl-me.% -:untra::ted away
from residence S e

SCHOOLS.

Regular fortnightly visits were made to 14 schools by thfi t.rgv;l!ing gm]::mr:saj,rt
15" Schools and 1 oys’ Schools) T
the Malay Vernacular Schools in Perlis (4 Gir
Etf}fs' ichmls}'ware visited by the Assitant Surgeon with the following results.

Percentage.

Total pupils on register .. ;gg

S g % 182 31.1
Enlarged spleen e 5
Pupils showing no vamnahon marlw . = .
Yaws (Puru) .. o S i ; .
Scabies i = g : 4
Diseases of eye .. I L - 5

Ulcers and other skin dizeases
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