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(6) The Madras Cily Municipal Bill. —A committee consisting of the Presi-
dent, the Hon'ble Mr. T. Rangachariar, the Hon'ble Sir Gordon Fraser, the
Hon'ble Mr. Yaqub Hassan Sahib, Dewan Bahadur P. Tyagaraya Chetti Garu, Mr.
A.]. Powell, Rao Bahadur N. C.Rajagopalachariar, Rao Bahadur G.Narayanaswami
Chettiar, Mr. Mahomed Usman Sahib and M. R. Ry. K. C. Desikachariar
was appointed by the Corporation at its meeting of 20th August 1918
to consider and report upon the Madras City Municipal Bill with a view
to enable the Corporation to submit its proposals and recommendations
on the Bill for consideration by the Government in its Legislative Depart-
ment and by the Select Committee appointed by the Legislative Council. The
committee who submitted a report had not scrutinised the draft Bill in great
detail but confined themselves, in the main, to broad questions of constitution
and taxation. This report was considered by the Corporation on Lith September
1918 and its resolution was duly communicated to Government. At a special
meeting held on 6th November 1918 the Corporation recommended with
reference to Government memorandum No. 307-1 Mo, dated 17th September
1918, that the right of voting be given to all tax-payers and that all voters be
declared eligible to serve as Commissioners. The draft City Municipal Bill,
as amended by the Select Committee, and as published by Government in the
Fort Sf. George Gazelfe on 14th January 1919, was further considered in detail by
the Corporation at its special meeting held on 4th February 1919 and this resolution
was also communicated to Government. At a special meeting held on 4th March
1919 the Corporation passed the following resolution declining to accept the
present City Municipal Bill ;—

 That this Corporation is of opinion that the City Municipal Bill now
before the Madras Legislative Council, by reason of its failure to provide sufficient
revenues for the Corporation, adequate to meet the necessary expenditure ona
progressive Municipal policy for this city, as well as by the concentration of
excessive administrative control in the hands of the Municipal Commissioner,
who is only a deputy of the Local Government, fails to liberate the Madras Cor-
poration from the *leading strings of Government” which liberation, in the
opinion of the Decentralization Commission, 15 so necessary a condition of
Municipal progress in India, and hampers the development of a sense of
responsibility in members of Municipal bodies which according to the Viceroy and
the Secretary of State for India is the test of the efficacy of all Municipal and
political reforms.”

& Under these circumstances this Corporation declines to accept the
present City Municipal Bill, as a substantial step in the progressive realisation of
the ideal of Self-Government for Municipal bodies in this country ; and requests
the Government to withdraw the present Bill and introduce another more in
consonance with their declarﬁd policy regarding the evolution of Local Seli-
~Gwernm&nt g

" The resolution was duly communicated to Gﬂvemment

s 2 (T) Tramways—In: G. 0. No. 886 M. Mis., -dated 1st ]une 1918, ﬂ'll..
Government informed the Corporation that the Government of India sanctioned
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In addition to the above, the total length of Government lands alienated for road
jpurposes during the year was 2,360 feet or 3 furlongs 126-2/3 yards. : .

Repairs.

46. The total expenditure incurred for the reform of roads including tar
.and asphalt, cost of installing a tar macadam plant and of laying a siding for
departmental quarrying, maintenance of bridges, culverts, etc., was Rs. 3,73,369
_against the provision of Rs. 3,21,300 in the revised estimate, the excess being
due to the cost of construction of a building as store-shed and installation of a
‘tar macadam plant at Periamet level crossing now under progress, and to the
purchase of 550 casks of asphaltum for Re. 30,000, having been charged to this
head.

47. Reform and Repair of Roads.—Three miles, 7 furlongs 2-1/3 yards. of
roads previously unmetalled were metalled for the first time during the year. The
number of squares (100 sq. ft.) laid in the reform of roads was 43,942 which
-corresponds to 41+ 61 miles of roads 20 feet wide against 45- 21 miles of roads re-
formed last year. The decrease in the length of roads reformed is partly due to
‘the fact that less laterite was supplied this year than last year (Table No. 20,
Appendix II).

 The quantity of materials used in reform and in patching of roads was
.as follows :—

Blue Granite. Velacheri Granile. Laterite.
CoE . C.it. C.it.
Reform 1918-19, 6,436,585 1,54,618 ' 4,534,683
iy 1917-18, 6,435,966 1,11,048 6,69,888
Patch 1918-19, Bl,i‘ﬂ? 3,218 47,574
T 191%-18, 1,08 807 11,421 s 57,4919

The cost of reform including materials, carting and laying but exclusive
-of rolling was Rs. 1,64,580. The 41:61 miles of roads reformed cost Rs. 3,955
per mile, as against Rs. 3,970 in 1917-18,

The areas of roads of different thickness reformed with granite are as
follows, the figures being squares in each case :—

6" i 4" & F
1918-19. 744 465 4,525 21,278 4,532
1917-18. 908:80 ... 9,491-81 14,499-25 $,089-80

48,  Departmenial Quarrying—A Superintendent was appointed for the
-quarries at Pallavaram from Ist February 1919, and stone-breaking operations
are being carried on.

49, Tarring Roads—An experimental asphalt macadam work was done
-departmentally this year also in Mannady street from Thambu Chetti street to
Popham's Broadway to alength of 1 furlong 126 yards at a total cost of
Rs. 7,010, [t is too early to express a definite opinion on the subject until more
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(4) Egmore storm-water drainage.
(5) Sewerlaying west George Town.
(6) Purasawalkam pumping main.
(7) Purasawalkam main anti-malaria drainage channel.
{B]I Purasawalkam pumping station construction.
(9) 24-inch gravitation main along China Bazaar road from Wall Tax
road to Law College pumping station.
(10) Salt depot storm-water drainage.

The works just started or about to be put in hand at the end of the year

(1) Ice House road pumping station.

(2) Napier Park pumping station.

(3) Basin Bridge road storm-water drain,

(4y Washermanpet swamp drainage.

[5] Purasawalkam sewer laying-hospital plains and other places.
(6) Outfall sewer at sewage farm.

(7) Ice House road main sewers.

All the above works are in hand and it will be seen that the department
has a considerable amount of work in hand.

61. Of the new works carried out during the year under review, the following
have produced the greatest benefit :—

(1) Sewers in many Triplicane streets, which have removed the indes-
cribably filthy and insanitary side drains that previously existed
in the sewered streets.

(2) The deep 24-inch gravitation main along China Bazaar road from
Wall Tax road tc Law College pumping station which has very
largely reduced the quantity of sewage overflow into the canal
near Elephant Gate bridge.

62. Drainage Mainlenance.—The question of drainage maintenance has
continued to be very acute owing to the impossibility of carrying out the main
-drainage as orginally planned. The works which were condemned so long agn as
1907 have become worse and worse, and the pumps less and less able to deal
with the sewage that comes to them. [t is only with the greatest difficulty that
sewers are maintained in working order.

The pumps do not keep down the sewage, and the sewers are con-
tinually filling with silt. Old sewers, which a few years ago might have been
made usable with eflicient pumping and cleaning, are now being taken up, because
they are so fully choked that it is impossible to clean them. The old sewers con-
tinue to get worse and worse, and more and more of them will have to be
removed. There is in fact imminent danger of a complete breakdown of the
«drainage over a large area of the city. There is already a considerable local

dbreakdown.
7
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