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7. Similarly, though it be unpalatable tidings for the ratepayer, the effici-
-ency of the Corporation is undoubiedly hampered by the fact that its general
scale of pay has little attractions for efficient servants. The salary offered for a
"Mechanical Engineer failed entirely to bring forward suitable applicants; the
“Corporation is exceedingly desirous of adding a lady doctor to the Health Depart-
‘ment, but at the moment of writing it is more than doubtful whether one will
- be attracted by the terms proposed. Certain “ gualifications” are demanded of
‘subordinates in the works Department, but the present market value of such is
‘undoubtedly above the Municipal valuation.

8. The Health Report, which deals with the calendar, not with the official
year, is in a way an index of the value that the citizen has got for his money. In
1916 he appears to have been well served; his birth rate is higher, his death rate
‘lower, than either has been for many years. The service is all the more to be
appreciated in view of the Health officer’s observation that his department has
discovered no method previously unkown of bettering public health. Whatever
‘improvement has been made is due to a steadily increasing efficiency in the
-discharge of “ the daily round, the common task.” In particular there is a notable
progress in the cleanliness of the Madras streets, for which all praise is due to
Dr. Singaravelu Mudaliar, with his increasing fleet of motor wvehicles, and
‘steady enforcement of industry and discipline on the turbulent crowd which he
controls,

. The increase in the Madras birth rate is a curious phenomenon. Better
registration is a possible explanation, but our Municipal figures tally with statistics
‘obtained from the Maternity Hospitals of the City, where registration is neces-
sarily accurate, and where absolute increase is equally marked. The great rise,
‘seems to have occurred towards the end of the year: for the first 6 months of 1916
‘the birth rate was but 355 per mille. It will be curious if the same pheno- |
menon repeats itself in 1917, for the birth rate for the first 6 menths of that year !
s 43-3 per mille. Death rate and infant mortality rate likewise improved in the |
Jast six months of the year 1916, the death rate at the close being 34-5 as
-compared with 36-5 at the end of June, and the infant mortality rate Elml (the
lowest on record) as compared with 315-8,

10. The infant mortality rate (293. 2) for the first six months of 1917 is deci-
dedly better than that of the corresponding period of 1916, but the death rate for
this period shows a rise of 1 per mille, and the tendency of the first weeks of July
1917 seems to be for the rise to persist. At the same time it must be remembered
‘that though the proporfionale infantile mortality may be improving, the absolufe
number of infant deaths necessarily increases with a largely increased birth rate,
and this increased absolute number swells the total mortality. In fact, if the absolute
increase in infantile deaths during the first six months of 1917 be deducted from
the general total, the death rate for that period is more favourable than that of
“the corresponding period of 1916.

11. From Cholera we were happily free in 1916, but there are ominous signs
that our immunity is threatened. Cholera is now raging round Madras, and
gradually cases have been coming in by road from Saidapet and the Mount, and
in the firewood boats that ply on the canal. As these lines are being written the
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a sum of Rs. #5,038-11-11 was realised during the yearand Rs. 2,398-3-8 remitted
on account of vacancy and other causes; Rs. 93-3-10 was remitted under Section
117 of the Act. The balance left outstanding at the end of the year was
Rs. 1,202-2-7. The percentage of collections to demand, exclusive of the amount
covered by decrees, was 94-65 as against 94-63 in 1915-16.

26. The total demand, collection, remission and balance under arrears as
compared with the corresponding figures for the previous two years are shown in
Appendix I, Table 2.

27. Out of the total balance of Rs. 33,573-8-0 outstandings at the end of
the year, viz., Rs. 82,371-5-5 under current and Rs. 1,202-2-T under arrear, a sum
of Rs. 25,741-5-9 has been collected up to Sth June 1917, leaving a sum of
Rs, 9,832-2-3 for recovery in the course of the year.

28. The details relating to each of the combined property taxes dealt with
above, viz, House, Water and Drainage and Lighting Taxes are exhibited
separately in Appendix I, Statements 1V (a) & IV (b).

Tax on Vehicles with Springs and on Animals under Section 150.

Current.

29. The net demand under this tax, amounted to Rs. 1,16,250-4-0 against
Rs. 1,12,062-12-0 in the previous year.

30. Appendix I, Table 3 compares the number of vehicles and animals.
assessed for the wyear under the several classes of Schedule VI of the Act with
the corresponding figures for the previous year.

31. The current collections, inclusive of Rs. 7,209, received in advance for
the ensuing year, amounted to Rs. 1,16,705. The net collections for the year
were thus Rs. 1,09,406 which, with Rs, 3,573-4-0 prepaid in the previous year on
account of taxes due for the year under report, amounted to Rs. 1,12,979-4-0:
against an estimate of Rs, 1,06,000. The balance left uncollected at the close of
the year was Rs. 5,271-0-0 and of this sum Rs. 1,318 has since been collected,
leaving Rs. 1,933-0-0 for further recovery. The percentage of collections to demand
was 97-25 for vehicles and 97-05 for animals as against 96-00 and 95-76, respec-
tively in the previous year. The incidence of taxation per head of the population
was Re. 0-2-4 for vehicles, and Re, 0-1-1 for animals, the corresponding figures
for the previous year being the same.

Arrear.

32. The arrear demand at the beginning of the year for vehicles and animals
was Rs. 4,625-4-1, which by subsequent amendments and additions rose to
Rs, 5,048-8-1. Of this sum assessments, amounting to Rs. 1,513-3-T were found
on investigation to be erronecus, and were cancelled ; the actual demand thus
stood at Rs. 3,555.4-6. Of this amount Rs. 3,158.3-6 was collected and
Rs. 55-9-0 was written off leaving a balance of Rs. 541.8.0 at the close of the
year. The percentage of collections to demand was 87-93 for vehicles and 9262
for animals against 96-82 and 96-16, respectively, in the previous year.
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Programme consist of completing the filter beds, and laying the pipes already-
delivered. The principal works omitted are the hlter bed extension, the waste
water meter system, and a considerable length of new cast-iron pipes. These-
works are to be regarded as postponed temporarily only. They are essential to a
satisfactory water-supply for the city and should be carried out as soon as.
possible,

The plan facing this page shows the principal drainage works of the
Restricted Programme. They include the construction of three new pumping
stations at Ice House Road, Napier Park and Purasawakkam, the re-engining of
the DeMellow's Road Station, and laying the pumping mains and gravitation mains .
required to convey the sewage to the Sewage Farm. Provision is made for
laying a number of deep intercepting sewers in the Napier Park, Ice House Road
and Purasawakkam areas, for laying and completing house connections to the
newly constructed sewers in Tondiarpet, for sewering, including house connec-
tions, some of the most insanitary areas of Madras, and for relaying, in con-
formity with the comprehensive scheme, of the collapsed sewers in the Mylapore
and Ice House Road areas. These works are to be constructed in conformity
with the comprehensive scheme for the city drainage, and as urgency arises and
funds become available, they can be extended until the whole scheme has been.
completed. They include the works necessary to obtain immediate benefit
from the work already wholly or partly constructed, to render efficient the owver-
burdened old drainage system, and to remedy the worst cases of insanitation.
They do not provide for the drainage of the whole city, but they will greatly
improve the sanitary condition of the most thickly populated areas.

It is, however, impossible to emphasise too strongly that the drainage of
Madras is in a most unsatisfactory condition. As a result of the increased water-
supply, the old drainage system has broken down in many places as was-
predicted by the Special Engineer in 1910. The whole of the Main Drainage
' Scheme should undoubtedly be carried out as early as possible. Not till it is.
completed, will the sanitary conditions of Madras enable it to become a normally
healthy city.

71. Reduction in Staff.—Not only has economy been effected by limiting the -
amount of work done but also by ruthlessly reducing the establishment. The total
saving over the establishment at the end of the previous year is Rs. 3,560 per
mensem. This has been effected by reduction of staff in all sections and grades.
of the Special Works Department. Amongst the senior officers who have left
during the past year may be mentioned the Assistant Drainage Engineers
Mr. H. W, Barker and Mr. S. L. Luker, the Mechanical Engineer Mr..
F. T. Newland, and the Assistant Waterworks Engineer Mr. T. A. Pereira.

Waterworks.

72.  Construction—The work executed during the year has consisted mainly
of completing the filter beds, and extending the distribution system. The last
filter bed was completed on 2nd November 1916. The total length of water pipes-
laid to date, under the new scheme, is 338,400 feet, of which 114,400 was laid.
during the year under review.
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PLAN SHOWING THE PROGRESS
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