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Burder (George)—continued.

will appear at all necessary—as we may readily send to most parts of the world
by t.nf:Eng vessels—d& the expense of a ship &ec. for one voyage will be thought
enormous. : :

i 3. 1 greatly fear that we shall not readily gain so large a fund as the
present again, should we expend a great part of it in one attempt. The gﬁnﬂm::-ﬁi
my dear Bir, of your own heart leads you to hope greater things than 1 fear
be realised. In this county, & many other places where I can form a ]udgmeu:eta
not half, perhaps not a quarter of what has been lately received, can be proc
again. More than a few have given largely at once, instead of gh?mg annually.
Many—most of the new & lively congregation consist of the poor ¢ iefly, who ﬂnﬂﬂ
it difficult to raise a very moderate salary for their ministers & can not give mu
annually to any other religious fund. ¥ 3

““4, We gave the public to understand that if we employed a ship of our
own, it would be employed in some trade in which married men would embark, &
which would pay for itself & be little or no expense to the Society. But the idea
of a dead expense of 4000 would alarm & I fear offend many of our good friends,
who would judge hardly of us, as unthrifty stewards of the ublic bounty.

‘5. As it is probable that the ship cannot sail till Midsummer ; and as there
is a rule, that more than 500£ shall not be expended without the concurrence of
a general meeting; unless the present mission can be undertaken before May ; it
strikes me that at any rate it would be best to take the sense of a eneral meeting
on the expenditure of so vast a sum; a sum that may never again be asked for on
behalf of one Mission. ot ok )

*“ As Providence forbids our sending forth the Missionaries as soon as we
hoped, I trust some other Mission will be soon planned, for instance, to the West
India Islands, whither I sup an attempt might be made almost immediately.
Enl_r 1 could wish it might ]I;:mwhere no other Christian Society has yet tried.”

t¢l

““ 1 thank you for the information which your last letter gave me, respecting
the mode of conveyance, determined on at the last monthly meeting, 1 always
thought that a ship under our own direction, would have many advantages; but
the great expense of such a conveyance, compared with what I apprehended it
would be by a Whale fisher, inclined me to hope that the less expensive mode
would be adopted; & this, I doubt not, you found by letters from the country, to
be the opinion of many others, who, not being on the spot with you, could not be
so well informed. 1 should be sorry therefore that you should entertain a
suspicion that any individual had taken undue means to bias my mind, or to
influence other directors at a distance. Communications were made to me
persons on both sides the question ; and, with the information & views I then had,
1 could form no other judgment than I did. My fear was, that expending too
great a sum on one Mission, we should disable ourselves from exertions in other
parts of the world & discourage the publie from future benevolence.

“ From what I have since heard, I am very well satisfied that, considering
the great advantages promised by a vessel of our own, the expensze will not be
enormous, provided that most generous & noble plan can be accomplished, viz.—
Employ a ship belonging to the friends of the cause & divided into shares, the
SBociety paying a stipulated sum for the Missionaries. Could such a vessel stay,
not only long enough, & with proper persons, to explore the Island of Otaheite,
but several other Islands also, T trust the return they might make in Geographical
information & natural curiosities may nearly repay them. It will give me great
pleasure to hear that this scheme is practicable. . . .

“ Two men & their wives were also approved & recommended and a most
pleasing youth from Birmingham—of very good abilities, but he is very young,
about 20 & I fear he is really too handsome to go to Otaheite; unless he was first
married. We rather wish he may wait to go on another Mission. Some others,
we could not fully determine upon. I shall be glad to know how many are intended
to be sent to Otaheite—as the expense will be not much greater for many than for
few, why may not enough be sent at onee, to become ° two bands ' and after a stay
of a few weeks attempt another Island, while the ship stays? As we have so much
time before us, I doubt not a sufficient number may be procured.

“1t seems to me to deserve serious consideration, whether sending a large
number, may not offend our government at home, as colonizing without their leave ;
& alarm also the inhabitants of Otaheite, as appearing too formidable, and likely
to be reckoned Invaders of their country. Some very prudent steps should be

























































































































































































































































































































































