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W. B. REDFERN, J.P.,, D.L.

By Vivian D. Ryan.

Reprinted by kind permission from “ The Connoisseur,” August, 1923,
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PREFACE.

W. B. REDFERN, J.P..,D.L.,, was born Tth December, 1840 ; he was
trained as an artist under J. F. Herring, the younger, but his passion
for the antique soon made itself felt; and by 1871 he was settled in
Cambridge, where (in addition to his duties as owner and manager of
the New Theatre, Cambridge) he pursued his antiquarian researches with
unfailing enthusiasm and with the eye of an artist.

Articles flowed from his scholarly pen on many subjects—arms
and armour, bellarmines and costrels, locks and keys, gloves, shoes and
spurs, Stuart relics and bygones of all kinds— which were printed in
the Cambridge papers and magazines and later attained a much wider
circulation in the pages of such papers as the * Connoiszeur,” to which
he was a regular contributor for many vears.

His painter’s eye stood him in good stead, for wherever he
went—to museums, excavations, anction rooms—he would make ecareful,
brilliantly-drawn sketches of all he saw to interest him.

He might be deseribed as the * father™ of all collectors of
bygones, and his fame induced anyone who had dizscovered some curious
antique of which the use was unknown or doubtful to bring it to him
for examination ; and in this way he was able to purchase many of these
bygones from the original discoverers. The provenance of everything
he could trace was carefully noted down, generally with a drawing of
the object in his note books; and in these days when accurate provenances
are so much desired, collectors have the opportunity of buying from a
collection which is unusually well documented.

The ecollection catalogued below is a tribute to his wide
knowledge and diserimination. His taste in arms and armour is
exemplified by the © Dymoke™ suit from an English workshop; the
rare locking gauntlet and the wide range of swords, rapiers, maingauches,
battleaxes and couteaux de chasse. Not content with the arms of the
period when the use of gunpowder was limited, he continued his
collection with early Scottish and Brescian pistols, rare linstocks, an
almost unique bandolier ; and a particularly interesting zeries of powder-
primers. His ecollection of spurs iz well-known, but the metalwork
interest is carried through into a large collection of early locks and keys,
rare early key-rings, tinderlighters, a scold’s bridle and suchlike
curiosities.
























11 First Day

50 A Powder Horn with engraved brass mounts; three cireular - /Jr
Primers, entirely of brass; and three small Prlmers with spring/ ‘5"
fend—mvm all of Eﬂ&fﬂfﬂ arigin T /

51 A Powder Horn, entirely encased in engraved and pierced brass; -/;
another of polished horn with pierced mounts; another with -

brass mounts ; and three gourd-shaped Primers, from the Near 5
East G g

(/ 52 A vERY RARe ExcLisH MuskeTeer's Bawpornier or Cartridge
Baldrick, consisting of a buff leather belt to which are attached /
twelve charge cases of wood covered with leather, each stamped i
with the crowned head of King Charles I within an oval frame. 7/
There is also a broad leather flap intended to protect the® /|
charges from rain. A similar specimen is illustrated by
Meyrick, who states :— The noise they made, agitated by the
wind, but more especially the danger of all taking fire from
the mateh-cord, occasioned their disuse, as Sir James Turner
tells us, about the year 1640.”

—

** This interesting relic was discovered in October, 1876, when
pulling down an ancient housze in Trinity Street, Cambridge,
and was secured upon the spot by Mr. W. B. Redfern.

Deszeribed and illustrated in the °Connoisseur,” September,
1908, =" |

Exhibited at the Stuart Exhibition, Cambridge, ]911./

[See ILiusTrRATION. Plate JI] e

FIREARMS AND ACCESSORIES.

53 A wheel-lock Pistol with steel mounts, 18 in. long, Italan, mid , /. i
17th Century; a Pistol with snaphaunce lock; and a pair of A& o
flint-lock Pistols with carved stock and chiselled steel mounts,
inscribed F. sapaT, 10§ in. long, Italian, mid 18th Century 4

54 A pair of wheel-lock Pistols with ball butts, the stocks inlaid with <747/~
designs in staghorn, 21 in. long, in German 16th Century sty J-Icv-" ' J-f_}f / (’

55 A pair of flint-lock pistols for the left hand, by Prograrr, L{Jmimr, /
these have silver grotesque masked butts and the stocks inlaid / /
with silver wire (one hammer broken), 12 in. long, mid 18th ,/‘ .J
Cenfury ; and a Pistol for the right hand, of similar character, ‘,,-,
by W. Esmums, 12} in. long 5 4












156 First Day

85 A Hangar, the blade, wide towards the point, has a saw back-edge,

33 in. long; a “ Mortuary ” Sword, the blade inscribed axpREA
FERARA ; and another, the basket hilt fitted with a Georgian

blade, all of English origin, mid 17th Cenlury #;’j %f‘

86 An English 17th Century Rapier, the guard and pomimel chiselled

w4
&

with masks and foliage, the quillons eurving towards the guar
the slender blade inseribed JANIES WIRSBERG, 42 in. long , &/ -

Stated to have been dug up on the battlefield of Edge Hill,
described and illustrated in the * Connoisseur.” November, 1915.
Exhibited at the Stuart Exhibition, 1911.

87 A Hangar, the blade inscribed mouxsLoE, 32 in. long ; and mwthen

the hilt decorated with a pattern in silver, both En lish, ,:m B
17th Century _Jﬁ 7’7/*’3‘! .H

88 An English Rapier with chiselled hilt, the blade inscribed roxpox,

38 in. long, femp. Charles I

A rare example, only one other blade =0 inseribed appears n:- W
have been recorded. ZF/ /

89 Tae Naseey Rarier, a fine Cavalier rapier, the shell-guard finely

chiselled with dolphins, masks and foliage, the pommel,
knuckle-bow, ring-guard and quillons also chiselled, the grip
bound with fine copper wire. The slightly tapering blade of
diamond section is inscribed CLEMENS POELER, SOLIN@EN
441 in, long ; Emglish, 17th Century / L /,;--' ~

Deseribed and illustrated in the ° Connoisseur, ’\ﬂtrﬂmlwr
1915. Stated to have been carried by a Cavalier on the day of
“fatal ” Naseby, June 14th, 1645, when the army of King
Charles I suffered defeat. The owner of the rapier, a wounded
Cavalier, escaped from the field of Broadmoor and found refuge
in the house of a farmer in the neighbourhood, where he was
sheltered and cared for till he was sufficiently recovered to
take his departure in safety, leaving his rapier with his host,
with whose descendents the weapon was always treasured until
it passed into the possession of Mr. Redfern in 1912,
Exhibited at the Northampton Museum,

[See TrrvsTRaTiON. Plate 11.]

90 A Rapier, the guard chiselled with masks and foliage, double ring

guards and short curving quillons, grip of oak, inseribed b &da;f
44 in, long ; English, first half of 17th Century Z d HJ -
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133 A curious locking Gauntlet, constructed of fourteen stout plates,
the cuff roped at edge, the seven outer plates are dnuh]j_,

grooved s g._‘_,a
** This Gauntlet was the subject of an illustrated article in the

‘ Conmoisseur,” September, 1924, by Dr. Charles Beard, F.8.A,,

and the writer expresses his belief that it iz of English

(Greenwich) origin, of the middle third of the 16th Century.

134 A Demi-Suit of Armour, conzisting of a cloze Helmet with mov- 7 ,’;’f
able umbril, heavy Breast-Plate, Back-Plate, Gorget and a :
pair of complete Arm Defences, early 17th Century

1353 Tae Dyymoxke Armovr. A complete Suit of Armour of plain bright
gteel entirely homogenous and unrestored. If consists of a
Crosg Herwmer, the ventail pierced with a large number of
circles and stamped Mm under a crown, deep gorget plates
and plume-holder. The skull and gorget plates retain their
original buff leather linings and the former is padded with
quilted silk. GoraGET of two plates refaining lining. DBREAST
and Back Prates both lined and fastened by means of hinges
and pierced shoulder-straps. The arm defences comprise deep
lined Pavrproxs, Rerg Braces, Ersow-Cors and Vam /
Braces. Fingered Gavnrtrers with leng cuffs, both lined. 5
Long Tassers to the knees. The suit completed by a pair of /
Jazmps terminating in laminated Sorrerers. The origina
fringes, cut crimson cloth, ave present on the gauntlet cuﬂ:'s, /
pauldrons and gorget, En Jh.sh . 1640

" This armour has an interesting history and was fully deseribed M 4{

and illustrated in the ® Connoisseur,” May, 1925. Mr. Redfern
obtained the suit in 1877 at the dispersal of the Armoury /
of the Dymokes of Scrivelshy, Lincolnshire, the Hereditary ,(,j”ﬂ I
King’s Champions. The sale included the magnificent armm;r

of Sir {"hriutnpher Hatton, now at Windsor., Dr. Charles (

Beard, ¥.5.A., the author of the * Connoisseur * article, states f!

that there can 'EJE no reazonable doubt that this armour is one t.

of the last built in the Roval workshops at Greenwich. Major '{ ‘,.r{{ .
Charles ffoulkes, curator of the Armouries, Tower of London, ~/-
writes :—* I should be inelined to label this armour English -
and possibly made in the Royal Armouries,

Exhibited at New Gallery, 1901-2 (Monarchs of Great Britain),
No. 667.

Exhibited at the Stuart Exhibition, Cambridge, 1911.

[See Plate I, opposite page 5.]
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SECOND DAY’'S SALE.

Thursday, June 21st, 1934.

WORKS OF ART AND BYGONES.

CONTINENTAL AND ENGLISH STONEWARE
AND POTTERY.

A large Westerwald Jug, decorated in rvelief with the arms of
Amsterdam and coloured in blue “ Civitas Amsterd P.E. 1638,”
10} in. ; a Tankard ; and two Jugs of the same ware, 53 in. 4

*% The first three exhibited at the Fitzwilliam Museum, Cam-
bridge, May, 1902,

A Westerwald Jug, with ribbed cylindrical neck, the oviform body
decorated in relief with a coat-of-arms_ initials “ G.R.” in blue
and sprays, 113} 1in.; three others, smaller, with manganese
necks, 9%in., a type attributed to Fulham; and a large
Westerwald Jug with pewter mount and chequered ornament,
15 in. 5

*¥ The first named exhibited at the Cambridge Exhibition, 1902,

A Sieghurg Schnelle moulded in relief with figures, inscriptions
and date 1577, 74 in.; a Cologne small brown ware Jug, dated
1589, moulded in relief with three coats-of-arms, 8in.; a
eylindrical Tankard, with loop handle and pewter lid, 6 in ;
and a “ Bartmann ” of squat shape and good colour, 7} in. 4

%" Lxhibited at the Cambridge Exhibition, 1902 ; The last named
illustrated in the * Cambridge Graphic,” 5th May, 1900, p. 4,
fig. 4o,

A Cologne-Frechen Jug, moulded in relief with a female fizure in
Elizabethan costume and inscribed “ saBipa,” 10 in. ; another,
Bartmann, taller, with a merchant’s mark and dated 1688,
104 in.; another, smaller, found on the banks of the Cam,
8 in.; and three others G

*¥ The first two illustrated in the * Cambridge Graphie,” 5th
May, 1900, p. 4, with enlargements of medallions,
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25 Second Day

A Cologne * Bartmann ™ of squat shape, moulded in relief with
the arms of Clevesburg, e. 1616, 7 #n.; another, with the arms
of the City of Amsterdam, 7§ in.; and two other Bellarmines,
one of rich “tiger-ware ™ decoration, 8% in. 4

*F Exhibited at the Cambridge Exhibition, 1902. Illustrated
in the * Cambridge Graphie, 5th May, 1900, p. 5, nos. 7 and 8.

A 17th Century Schnelle, moulded in relief round the neck
with armorials and on the tﬂ|w1it1rr front with full length
figures of Venus, dated 1652, 11 in.; a large Bellarmine Jug,
12 in.; and two other Jugs, 8% in. 4

#% The first exhibited at the Cambridge Exhibition, 1902. The
last illustrated in the “ Cambridge Graphic,” 5th May, 1900,
p. 4, no. 10.

A fine Cologne small Jug, erisply moulded with medallion portraits
round the body, bearing on the hase an impressed mark in
monogram “ H.8.” 5% in.; and two other good Bartmanns”
81 in. and 5} in. 3

Illustrated in the © Cambridge Graphic,” 5th May, 1900, p. 4, no.
9 and no. 3. Exhibited at the Cambridge Exhibition, 1902.

A Frankfort Delft Jug, decorated with two ecranes in polychrome
enamel, the pewter mount dated 1767, 94 in.; two others, with
portraits of a Prince of Orange and a figure of the Virgin and
Child, 9 in.; another, in blue and white, §in.; and a French
Faience Pllgnm Bottle, with splashed glazes, hennng the fleur-
de-lys and the saered monogram in relief, 7 an. b

** Exhibited at the Cambridge Exhibition, 1902.

Moxry Boxes. An interesting collection of =ix old English
Pottery Money Boxes from the fifteenth to the nineteenth
centuries, including one with green glaze and sealed up aper-
ture ; two small Lambeth Delft Ointment Pots: and two other
pieces 10

*& Some of the pieces in thiz and the following lot were exhibited
at the Guildhall, Cambridge, May, 1911.

A 15th Century English Jug of massive ovoid form, with
flared cylindrical neck and heavy rope handle, covered with a
dark green glaze, 9} in.: two Em*treh with splashed glazes:
and two other pieces, 15th-16th Centuries i

*¥ Bee “The Collector,” Aug., 1930, where early English wares
of this nature are described in an article by Bernard Rackham.
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164 A Black Jack with pewter rim, painted with ecross keys in red
and inseribed Jomuxy Gares ar Lewes 1617; a large leather
Bottel with one end missing; a double handle Cup; and a
smaller leather Bottel, 6 in. 4

* The last named type illustrated in the * Connoisseur * by Oliver
Baker, June 1910, p. 111. The Black Jack exhibited at the
Exhibition of Stuart and Cromwellian Relics, Cat. p. 59,
No. 399, Cambridge, 1911.

165 A rixg LEATHER BoTTEL impressed with the fleur-de-lys, on one .
side and the initials T. A. and date 1705 on the other, on the
base the number 70, 8 in.; and a small leather Bottel with the
initials G. 8. of rare type, 5% in. 2

*¥ The first named illustrated in the * Connoisseur,” Aug, 1922,
pl. 3, p. 215, and exhibited at the Exhibition of Stuart and
Cromwellian Relics, Cat. p. 59, No. 403, Cambridge, 1911.

166 SHAKESPEARE. A large and interesting leather Bottel bought by
the late Mr. Redfern from Anne Hathaway's Cottage in
October 1875 it was sold to him by Mary Baker a descendant
of the Hathaways, her signature appears inside the Bottel,
one end has been eut out, 9 in.; and another fine Bottel from
Oliver Cromell’s Brewery at Huntingdon, 8% in. 2

** Both illustrated in the “ Connoisseur,” Aug. 1922, pl. 4, Nos.
5 and 2, and mentioned by Oliver Baker in “ Black Jacks and
Leather Bottells,” p. 55. An interesting article by Jewitt on
Leather Bottells and Jacks appeared in the * Reliquary,”
Oetober, 1884.

BYGONES IN WOOD AND IVORY.

167 A carved seventeenth century Cribbage Board with ivory pegs in
box underneath, 143 in.; two other smaller Cribbage Boards,
inset with bone and ivory, 9 in.; and two shoe Snuff Boxes &

168 A finely carved French Tobaceo Rap, decorated with conventional
floral ornament and enriched with ivory inlay, 8in.; an old
Squirrel Screw Nutcracker; a modern IFrench Owl Nutcracker;
two Horn Snuff Mulls; and a Box G

** Articles on Tobacco Raps appeared in the “ Connoisseur,”
1909 and 1920.
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29 Second Day

An interesting pair of French early 17th Century Nippers, perhaps

for sweetmeats imperfect; a Knitting Needle Sheath; two
other pieces; Two Nutcrackers; a Book Box: and an African
Snuft Bottle 8

An 18th Century English carved wood Figure of a Man in

i
L

green coaf, red knee hreeches and white stockings, holding a
dog under his arm, 63 in.; a fine Irish Snuff Box, carved on
the lid with the arms of Ireland ; two finely carved turned wood
Needle Cases; part of a 16th Century wooden Comb; and two
shoe Snuff Boxes 7

The Irish snuff box exhibited at the Exhibition of Stuart and
Cromwellian Relies, Guildhall, Cambridge, 1911, cat. no. 451.

An 18th Century Stay Busk, surmounted by a human head ; and

another, carved with two figures, trees and flowers, and the
initials . F. and A. I, 15 in. and 12 in.; a Victorian Tipstave;
a French hand Nuteracker ; a wood Carving of an angel holding
an escutcheon ; and a earved wood Book Box i}

See French Stay Busks, by the late Maurice Alarvet, “ Con-

noisseur,” April, 1924, also the same magazine, October 1912
and 1919, and the * Reliquary,” 1903.

A Flemish 16th Century wood Carving of the Virgin and Child,

74 in.; another, Figure of Christ, possibly Nuremburg; a
massive carved wood Box, with three carousing figures ; another,
dated 1785, and with the initial J.H.K., the lid inset with a
mother-o’-pearl plague, 53 in. ; a 17th Century Nuteracker ; and
three other pieces 8

A Nuremberg carved wood Cake or Ginger Bread Mould of rec-

tangular form, 10in.; a spirally ecarved and silver-mounted
EKnitting Needle Sheath, 84 in. ; a finely carved French Tobaceo
Rap, inscribed and dated 1741, 63 in.; two wooden Snuff Boxes,
one made from the roof timbers of the Trinity College, Cam-
bridge, and the other from Milton’s Mulberry Tree, containing
complete description; a small Box made out of the pear tree
planted by Oliver Cromwell in Sidney College, Cambridge ; and
an advertisement of the “ Cambridge Diligence,” dafed 1791

6

182 An amusing Nuteracker in the form of a figure of a man, with

revolving head, the breeches and legs forming the screw, 84 in.;
two other Pieces; a Rattle; an ivory Needle Sheath; and two
finely carved German Knife Handles, with figures and in-
scriptions, early 17th Cenfury
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188 A rare English Hawk’s Hood, with strap and tassel knop; an
ink Horn Case and Pounce Pot, with numerous serew compart-
ments, 4in.; a Highland Quaich; a small ivory Diptych; a
French ivory Tobacco Rap; and a Dutch Rap, with a figure,
and shell and mask ends, ¥ in. i

189 Tomacco Bars. An interesting collection of seven ivory and bone
Tobacco Raps of the 17th and 18th Centuries, carved with
firures of Lovers, Divines, Musicianz and amatory trophies,
English, German and French 7

** Similar types occur in the Wallace collection, where reference
is made in the catalogue to the above. See also the fine col-
lection in the Vietoria and Albert Museum.

[See TrLusTRATION. Plate V.]

190 AmEertcava. A finely engraved Buffalo Horn Powder Flask, with
the Royal Arms, Montreal, Lake Ontario, Niagara numerous
Forts and Creeks, and a view of the City of New York, shooting
scenes, and inscribed within a panel “A Map of America,”
metal mounts, 144 in.

** Tllustrated in the “ Connoisseur,” August, 1920, p. 225.

[See IuLusTRATION. Plafe 1V.]

191 Awormer Horwy, somewhat similar but smaller, with ships, a fort,
and a figure of a man holding two swords in Red Indian
costume, inscribed “ w. syaTH,” 12 in,

192 A carved oak Cabinet, with panel door enclosing four drawers,
2 ft. 7 in. high, 2 ft. 4 in. wide; two flat Show Caszes; and four
smaller Show Cases 7

193 A mahogany Show Case with glazed top and sides, baize lined
interior, and two glazed doors at the back, 52 in. long, 27 in.
wide, 19 in. high

194 A long mahogany flat Show Case, with gadroon moulded borders
and short fluted corner pieces carved with paterae, glazed top
and sides, 108 in. long, 27 in. wide ; and two others 3

195 A kingwood bow-front flat Show Case, with lifting top, 45 in.
long, 201in. wide; an oblong Show Case, 2 in. long, 201in
wide ; and a small glazed Show Case, fitted with two drawers,
in an ebonised frame, 20in. by 18 in. 3















































































O THERY & 0O,

H"sif HE'W Bﬂﬂd E"tI'EEt, WIIh
are pleased to perform the followving Services

FREE OF CHARGE

rding the disposal of LITERARY and
ARTISTIC PROPERTY

To give advice to intending BUYERS at their sales
TO EXAMINE PROPERTY submitted to them with a view to Sale.

To execute BIDS at their Sales — To forward Ilustrated Monthly Lists of
Forthcoming Sales

To advise intending

At a charge of 73 per cent (for all Lotz over £100)
TO SELL BY AUCTION

PICTURES, SILVER, JEWELLERY, CHINA, FURNITURE
and WORKS OF ART, etc.
At a charge of 12% per cent

BOOKS, COINS, ANTIQUITIES and PRINTS

(M.B.—These rates cover all normal Expenses of Sales)

At a charge of 5 per cent. and expenses.
TO CONDUCT SALES AT PRIVATE HOUSES IN LONDON

At a charge of 6 per cent. and expenses.

TO CONDUCT SALES AT PRIVATE HOUSES IN THE
COUNTRY

in conjunclion with local Auctioneers.

At a charge of | per cent. (subject to a small minimum fee)

TO VALUE for PROBATE, INSURANCE,
and FAMILY DIVISION.

Fisits of inspection made at moderate charges.
Individual catalogues free on application

THE MOST CAREFUL ATTENTION IS GIVEN TO ALL PROPERTIES WHETHER
SMALL OR LARGE

All properties are placed ON VIEW FOR SEVERAL DAYS before the Sale and
displayed to the best advantage

NOTICES OF SALES

Notices of all sales appear in the following papers:
Moandays: * Daily E;P;!e:gnph.“ * Moming Post.”
Tuesdays: " Times."

NOTICES OF SPECIAL SALES
ﬁppﬂl in suilahle papers from lime to lime

Telephone : Telegraphic Address:
Mavrar £682-1-4 Asmmrrio, Wespo, Loxpos.
(three lines).
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