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Japanese Colour Prints and Works of Art
Persian Drawings and Works of Art..
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Books and Manuscripts ... 2 0 0
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CATALOGUE

OF

THE ANHALT GOSPELS

A MAGNIFICENT TENTH CENTURY

MANUSCRIPT,

@he Property of a Collertor,

WHICH WILIL. BE SOLD RY AUCTION
BY MESSHS
SOTHEBY & Co.

The Iit. Hon. Sk Moxtaeue Barrow, Bt., K. B E. G, D Honsox, M. V.0, F. W, Warig, 0. LE., M.C,
C, G, DHa Graz, BA. Miss E. DaRnow,

Auciioneers of Literary Properiy & Wilovhs illusiraiive of the Fine Avis,
Al' THEIR LARGE GALLERIES, 34 & 35, NEW BOND S5TREET, W, (1)
On TUESDAY, the 31st day of MAY, 1927,

AT 2.80 0'CLOCK PRECISELY.

May be Viewed Two Days prior. Catalogues may be had.

-}‘r-i;nnr! by J. Davy & Soxs, Ltd., H-EI,_ Frith-street, London, W., i'?.ng]ﬂ.nd..



CONDITIONS OF SALE.

I. 'T'he highest bidder to be the buyer. If any dispute arise che
Auctioneer shall have absolute diseretion to settle it ; and to
put any disputed lot up again immediately.

II. No person to advance less than 15 ; above five pounds bs.,
and so on in proportion.

[1I. All lots are sold subjeet to the right of the seller or his agent
to bid, or else to impose a reserve.

IV. The purchasers to give in their names and places of abode,
and to pay down 10s. in the pound or more, if required, in
part payment of the purchase-money; in default of which
the lot or lots purchased may be immediately put up again
and re-sold.

V. All lots are sold as shown and with all faults, imperfections
aud errors of description. Messrs. SoTHERY & Co. act as
agents : they have full discretion to refuse any bidding or to
withdraw any lot or lots from the sale without in either case
giving any reason ; they are not responsible for errors of
deseription or for genuineness or authentieity of any lot or
for any fault or defeet in it, and make no warranty whatever

V1. I'he lots to be taken away at the buyer's risk and expense,
immediately after the conclusion of the sale; in default of
which Messrs. SorHERY & Co. will not hold themselves
responsible if the same are lost, stolen, damaged or other-
wise destroyed, but they will be left at the sole risk of the
purchaser, and subject to a charge for warehonsing. If, at
the expiration of Two Days after the conelusion of the sale,
the lots are not eleared or paid for, they may then be sold
immediately, either publicly or by private treaty, withont
any notice being given to the defaulter,

VII Upon failure of the buyer to comply with any of the alove
sonditions, the money deposited in part-payment shall be
forfeited ; and the defanlter at this sale shall make good to
Messrs. SorHERY & Co, any loss arising from the re-zale,
together with their eharges and expenses in respeet of hoth
snles,

To prevent eonfusion no purchases can be claimed or
remaoved during the sale,

Messrs. SOTHEBY & CO are prepared to execute bids, and in addition
to adwise intending purchasers as far as possible, if requested by them to do so,
ewithou! making any charge for either service. Lots auill be procured as
cheaply as is permitted by other bids or reserves, if any.

34 { 35, New Rond Strest, London, 117, (1)

Telegraphic Address : Telephone @ (2 lines)
“ Abinitio, Wesdo, London” Mayfair 1784, 1785.
A.B.C. Code, 5th Edition,

In sending Commissions this Catalogue may be referred to as * ATEN."”

ComMMISESI0NS SENT BY TELEPHONE ARE ACCEPTED ONLY AT THE SENDER’S RISK,
AND MUST BE CONFIRMED BY LETTER OR TELEGRAM.



CATALOGUE

OF

THE ANHALT GOSPLLS,

@he Property of a Collector,

Tuesday, May 3ist, 1927.

FOLIO.

leaves, 27 lines, headings in uncials in ved, green
aind burnished gold. | Begins on folio 1 verso, in uncials in gold,
red and green within a rectangular frame of red and blue enclosed
by gold fillefs outlined in ved with interlaced lozenge and quatrefoil
of gold and silver with vari-colourved grounds at the corners]
Bearissimo  Parag Dayaso Hiproxmavs Novva Orpvs Me

FACERE COGIE,

[On folio 9 in uncials in white on a purple ground.| Incipit
Nvmervs Sev Canones In Qvativor Evangeliorvim,



FOLID 4

The Eusebian Canons follow on 14 pages within columnar
pillars supporting double-arches or other architectural decoration
within which the headings are written in gold unecials, sometimes
on a purple ground. THE DECORATION OF THE PAGES CONTAINING
THE CANONS I8 VERY FINE, the columns being in =ome cases
coloured to resemble marble, in others ornamented to a diaper
design or with plain bars of colouring and generally within gold
fillets. The architectural decoration at the top is in some cases
extended to little towers or other detail. SEVERAL oF THESE
PAGES HAVE VERY FINE MARGINAL DRAWINGS, e.g. on f. 10B:
Two armed men, one with spear and buckler, one with sword
and buekler, below each a lion. On f. 11a: A man struggling
with a serpent, below him a dragon breathing fire; a man blowing
a horn [PL Il. On f. 148 and 15a: Birds and monsters. On
f. 158 and 16a: Naked men shooting with bow and arrow at a
peacock. On f. 138 and 14a is a half-length figure of Christ
within a mandorla.

[On f. 161 in white uncials on a purple ground] Explicivnt
Canones Qvatvor Evangeliorvm.

[On f. 17p in purple uncials within a line frame] Initivi
Sei Evangelii sedim Mathevm

[On f. 17B] AN EXCEEDINGLY FINE FULL-PAGE MINIATURE
OF 8. MATTHEW WRITING HIS GOSPEL (243 mm. by 167 mm.).
The Saint is represented in a white under-robe with a purple
upper-robe; purple hair and beard; blue background. The
miniature iz within a rectangular frame of narrow coloured
compartments within gold fillets.

[On f. 18a] A MAGNIFICENT INITIAL WORD “LIBER” OCCUPYING
THE WHOLE PAGE, painted in gold and colours on a blue ground
within a rectangular frame with the emblems of the evangelists
at the corners (240 mm. by 162 mm.), TeE mITIAL “L* I8
A BEAUTIFULLY DESIGNED LETTER (175 mm.) of gold and diaper
work with interlacing gold strap-work ending in grotesque heads.
The “1* (95 mm.) is also a beautiful letter, simpler in design,
of gold strap-work, the ground of light mauve, red, white,
yellow and blue. The remaining three letters are plain uncials
in gold. [Pl 11.]



5 PO

THE Two ForLLowIiNG PAGES (ff. 188-194) CONTAINING
Marr. 1, 1-16, ARE OF THE UTMOST SPLENDOUR, BEING BEAUTI-
FULLY WRITTEN IN UNCIALS IN GOLD ON A PURPLE GROUND within
rectangular borders outlined in gold with interlacings in silver

ending in snake heads. [Pl II1.]

On ff. 40B, 66p and 98B ARE MAGNIFICENT FULL-PAGE
MINIATURES OF THE OTHER THREE EVANGELISTS WITHIN FRAMES
S, Marg (232 mm. by 158 mm.) in a white under-robe and
upper-robe of grey-green with yellow relief, writing his Gospel
on a roll of gold—8. Luke (242 mm. by 165 mm.) enthroned
like an emperor, his feet set on the terrestrial globe, holding in
his right hand an orb wrapped in his cloak and in his left a
palm-branch ; thiz iz a very curious and interesting feature of
the manuseript : we have not been able to discover another early
miniature of an Evangelist with this attribute—S. Joux (240 mm.
by 160 mm.) writing his book. [PL fV.] OX THE PAGES OPPOSITE
THEM ARE BEAUTIFULLY DESIGNED INITIALS IN GOLD AND COLOURS
ON A PURPLE GROUND WITHIN FRAMES OCCUPYING THE FULL PAGE
SIMILIA TO THE PAGE AT THE BEGINNING OF MATTHEW ALREADY
DESCRIBED.

The first and last leaf are wormed and the margin of two
or three leaves at beginning and end are also wormed. A few
leaves—probably none decorated—are missing (Matt. xi1v, 27—
xxvi, 54; Luke 1v, 40-1x, 29; John xr, 38-x1, 16; xvi, ¥-
xvir, i xvir, 15-end of John, and beginning of Table of
the Pericopes). OTHERWISE THE MANUSCRIPT IS IN VERY FINE
CONDITION WITH WIDE MARGINS.

Bound in the original wooden boards, on the wpper cover a
lozenge-shaped recess.  The lower cover 1s decorated with a gilt
copper-plate engraved with a representation of the Crucifizxion with
the Virgin and 8. John, emblematic figures of the sun and moon
above. The border of floval scroll-work enclosing grotesque animals
and birds, a mask at the top (the background of the plate cut out).
The border defective in places. The back missing.

(364 mm. by 260 mm.) GERMAN, X CENT.



Folin f

** NO SUCH MAGNIFICENT EARLY MANUSCRIPT
HAS COME INTO THE MAREKET FOR VERY MANY
YEARS. THE FOUR FULL-PAGE MINIATURES OF THE EVANGELISTS
ARE SPLENDID SPECIMENS OF BARLY GERMAN MINIATURE ART.
Some authoritiez trace in them the influence of the Winchester
School, particularly in the treatment of the drapery. The preference
shown by the illuminator for light-coloured hair, beard and eyes
may be compared with contemporary specimens of English book
decoration : also the ecircular silver bands on ff. 188 and 19a
[Pl 1I1] ending in leaves and snake heads which are comparable
with English gospels of the IX Century, e g. Warner, i, Eg.
MS. 768. Others see more definitely the influence of the Rheims—
St. Denis School.

Thiz manuscript comes from the library of the Dukes of
Anhalt—Desszau, in whose possession it has been since before the
Sixteenth Century.

Printed by J. Davy & Sons, Ltd., 8-9, Frith-street, London, W., Engzland.









VALUATIONS.

Messrs. SorHEBY & Co. make Valuations for Probate, Insurance,
ete., at 1 per cent. with a minimum fee
In London £6 5 0
In the Country .. : ok .. #1010 0
Together mth Tlmellmg Expenses.

INSPECTIONS.

Properties are inspected and Owners advised with view to a Sale
by Auction, at a fee
In London £2 2 0
In the Country... % £3 83 0
Together with Travelhng Expens&s

"NOTICES OF SALES.
NOTICES OF ALL SALES APPEAR IN THE FOLLOWING PAPERS :

Mondays ... Daily Telegraph; Morning Post.
T'uesdays ... Times.

MNOTICES OF SPECIAL SALES APPEAR IN THE FOLLOWING PAPERS :

A. LExGLISH. &
Thursdays ... Times Literary Supplement; Scotsman,

and Glasgow Herald; Western Mail.
Safurdays ... Country Life; Sphere;

Hlustrated London News; Field;
Publishers’ Circular; Clique;
and Monthly in the Burlington Magazine; Connoisseur; Apollo;
London Mereury; and Bookman’s Journal.

B. Foreign.

Journal des Arts (Paris). Philadelphia North American.
Gazette de I'Hotel Drouot (Paris). New York Times.

Renaissance de I’Art Francaise. New York Evening Post.
American Art News. DBoston Evening Transeript.

Chicago Dailv News. and International Studio.
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