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PRINTED LISTS OF PRICES AND BUYER'S NAMES.

Antiquities 0 0
Books, MSS. and ﬁutﬂgraph TLetters 5 (
Coins and Medals U PO I I T 0
I)rtxmug,s and Pictures SR el R e R En I |
Engravings (0ld) 1 0
Etchings (Modern) ... 1 0
Oriental MSS. and Mlmatures 0

- 10 0
Works of Art (including Armour, 'Uhlna T‘urulture G]nss
Japanese Colour Prints and Works of Art, Jc“ellerjr
Miniatures, Silver, Textiles, etc.) 3 0 0
£15 0 0

N.B.—The Terms of Subscription for Price-Lists have been substantially
reduced this Season,






CONDITIONS OF SALE,

I. The highest bidder to be the buyer. If any dispute arise
the Auctioneer shall have absolute discretion to settle it;
and to put any disputed lot up again.

II. No person to advance less than ls.; ubove five pounds bs.
and so on in proportion.

III. All lots are sold subject to the right of the seller or his agent
to bid or else to impose a reserve.

IV. The purchasers to give in their names and places of abode,
and, if required, to pay down 10s, in the pound or more in
part payment of the purchase-money; in default of which
the lot or lots purchased may be immediately put up again
and re-sold.

V. All lots are sold as shown and with all faults, imperfections and
errvors of deseription. Messrs. SorHEBY & Co. act as agents ;
they have full discretion to refuse any bidding or to withdraw
any lot or lots from the sale without in either case giving any
reason ; they are not responsible for errors of deseription or
for genuineness or authenticity of any lot or for any fault or
defect in it and make no warranty whatever.

VI. The lots to be taken away at the buyer's risk and expense,
immediately after the conclusion of the sale ; in default of
which Messrs. SorHERY & Co. will not hold themselves
responsible if the same are lost, stolen, damaged, or otherwise
destroyed, but they will be left at the sole risk of the pur-
chaser, and subject to a charge for warehousing. If, at the
expiration of Two Days after the conclusion of the sale, the
lots are not cleared or paid for, they may then be sold
immediately, either publicly or by private treaty, withont
any notice being given to the defaulter.

VII. Upon failure of the buyer to comply with any of the above
conditions, the money deposited in part-payment shall be
forfeited ; and the defaulter at this sale shall make good
any loss arising from the re-sale, together with the charges
and expenses in respect of both sales.

To prevent confusion no purchases can be elaimed or
removed during the sale.

Mestrs, SOTHEBRY & €O are prepared fo execute bids, and in additien
v advite intending purchasers as far as possible, if requested by them to da e,
woithout making any charge for either serwvice. Lols awill be procured as
cheaply as is permitted by other bids or reserves, if any.

34 & 35, New Bond Street, London, W.(1)
Telegraphic Address: Telephone: (3 liner)
“ Abinitio, W esdo, London,” Mayfair 6632, 6683, 6684,
A.B.C. Code, 5th Edition.

In sending Commissions this Catalogue may be referred to as " AMBU."

CoMmMmiIs31085 SENT BY TELEPHONE ARE ACCEFTED ONLY AT THE SENDER'S RISK,
AND MUST BE CONFIRMED BY LETTER OR TELEGRAM,
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OF THE

BATARD DE BOURGOGNE.

A Superh French Iluminated Manuscript.

DAY OF SALE. rr”" i

Tuesday, June 23rd, 1931, 1

=== IVIUS (TITUS) LES TROIS DECADES DE TITE
/¢l LIVE TRANSLATEES EN FRANCOYS PAR
4 PIERRE BERCHOIRE. A MAGNIFICENT
¥ [LLUMINATED MANUSCRIPT ON VELLUM

L7 FROM THE LIBRARY OF ANTOINE THE
GRAND BASTARD OF BURGUNDY. Very
: WELL WRITTEN IN A GOTHIC HAND, double columns, 60
lines to a page, 5101l. THREE surerB MINIATURES OCCUPYING
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HALF OR MORE THAN HALF THE PAGE, EACH CONTAINING FOUR
SUBJECTS WITHIN RECTANGULAR COMPARTMENTS ; TWENTY-
SEVEN VERY FINE MINIATURES, EACH PAGE CONTAINING THEM
DECORATED ALSO WITH A BEAUTIFULLY EXECUTED INITIAL AND
BORDER. Modern calf over stout wooden boards, metal bosses

folio (440 mm. by 325 mm.). Frencw, c. 1400

OwxersHIp. THIS SPLENDID MANUSCRIPT COMES FROM THE
LIBRARY OF ANTOINE, COMTE DE LA RocHE EX ARDENNE, Sox oF PHILIP
THE (Goop, DUKE 0oF DURGUNDY, AND OF JEANNE DE PRELLE, AND GRAND-
soN oF JEAx Saxs PEUR. Born in 1421 he had a long and victorious
career as a general of the armies of Burgundy, and was known thronghout
Europe as L Graxp Birarp pE BourcogNE, of which title he was
extremely proud. He died in 1504,

His motto and name “ Nurn. ¥g. 81. FROTE.” “ 0B DE BOURG™ ™ are
found on the last page hetween the end of the text and the concluding
rubric. [Plate L] The first two letters of this signature on have for
a long time defied the attempts of scholars to explain them. A con-
siderable literature has grown up about them.

Ph. Lauer in his article Le Déchiffrement de UEz-Libris du
Grand Batard de Bourgogne (Bibl. de 1’éc. de Chartes 84, 1923, p. 298)
has shown by comparison with autograph signatures on deeds and
charters that the form in which the name oceurs is due to the imitation
of the Grand Bastard’s signature by a librarian or secretary. He says:
“1L’A et le b zont liés et enclavés 'un dans l'autre et traversés par
une barre abréviative, de telle facon que leur disposition trés particuliére
prend justement 'aspect des lettres “ ob * de Pex-libris . . . Nul doute que
la fameuse énigme “ ob. de Bourgogne ™ ne soit la copie de la signature
du eéléhre Bitard, faite par ses secrétaires chargés de transerire l'ex-libris
des volumes.”

It iz very likely that this volume descended to the Grand Bastard
from his grandfather Jean sans Peur (d. 1419), an inventory of whose
library records that he possessed four manuscripts of Livy. Two of
these are preserved at Drussels and one was given to Cardinal des
Urgins. This is in all probability the fourth manuscript, which may
well have passed on the death of Jean sans Peur in 1419 to his son
Philippe le Bon and in turn to his son the Grand Dastard. Tt is on
record that one of the books in the Grand Bastard’s library, a fourteenth
century Apocalvpse now at Dresden, eame from his father Philippe
le Bon (A. Boinet, Un Bibliophile du XV siécle. Le Grand Bifard de
B. Bibl, de I’ée. de Chartes 67, 1906, p. 255). It iz more than probable
that this Livy came from the same source.

DecorarioN. THIS MAGNIFICENT VOLUME IS DECORATED WITH A
SERIES OF THIRTY MINIATURES OF EXCEPTIONALLY FINE WORKMANSHIP.



5

They are elearly the work of two artists, of whom the more accomplished
is responsible for two of the half-page miniatures and eight of the other
large miniatures, all of them beautiful examples of the miniaturist’s
art. The work of the second artist is also very effective, but the drawing
is somewhat rougher in comparison and the colouring i is lighter and less
finished. All the miniatures are painfed within {fmulnlulmto compart-
ments outlined in red, white and blue within rectangular frames. They
are all (excepting the three large ones) about 95 mm. by 95 mm. In
the following list they have been assigned to Artist A or Artist B, A
representing the first of the two described above,

(1) [Fol. 1. Beginning of Dedicalion. Artist A]. The Monk
Pierre Berchoire writing his translation. He is delctud in Benedictine
habit seated with his book open on a desk. Before him is a cireular table
with books and candle-stick. Diapered gmum] of blue and burnished
gold. A very fine full border of bar and ivy-spray type in colours and
burnished gold. A beautifully executed initial A on a burnished gold
ground,

(2) [Fol. 8. Dec. I. Bk I, Artist A], A MAGNIFIGENT HALF-
PAGE MINIATURH IN FOUR COMPARTMENTS (205 mm. by 217 mm.).
[Plate I7.

(i) The monk Berchoire pmnntmg his translation to Jean 1I,

King of France, to whom the book is dedicated. e

(ii) Romuluz and Remus as infantzs nursed by the wolf. On
left Faustulus and sheep.

(iii) A King on his throne with crown and sceptre (? Romulus).
He is conferring with two ecclesiastics habited in red kneeling on
his right. On his left fwo courtiers standing.

(iv) Combat between the Horatii and Curiatii. They are repre-
sented as knights in armour armed with lances galloping towards -
each other outside a eastle. Brilliant diapered grounds.

A MAGNIFICENT BORDER OF DIAPERED BAR DESIGN AND IVY-LEAF

SPRAYS IN COLOURS AND BURNISHED GOLD DECORATES THIS PAGE.
Initial 8.

(3) [Fol. 30. Dee. I. Bk Il. Artist A]. Romans worshipping
golden images on pedestals. [Plate II].

(4) [Fol. 54. Dec. 1. Bk. III. Artist A]. Two men conferring
outside two castles from the top of one of which they are watched by
three soldiers. Diapered ground.

(5) [Fol. 80. Dec. I. Bk. IV. Arfist A]. Cornelins Cossus
slaying Tolumnius, King of Veii. Tolumnius is represented falling
off his horse. In the background is a group of soldiers in armour.

(6) [Fol. 102. Dec. I. Bk. V. Artist A]. Three elders standing
before a tribune (7) seated, Diapered ground.
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(V) [Fol. 121. Dec.l. Bk VI. Artist’A]. Three men seated, one
an ecclesiastic ; standing before them a man with beard talking ; soldier
in armour behind guarding him.

(8) [Fol. 13%. Dec. I. Bk. VII, Artist A]. King, old man and
two messengers, ach of the messengers with letter.

(9) [Fol. 154. Dec. 1. Bk VIII. Artist B]. The Romans
defeated by the Privernians.

(10) [Fol. 169. Dec. I. Bk, IX. Arfist B]. The ambassadors
of the Samnites asking for peace.

(11) [Fol. 188. Dec. I. Bk. X. Artist A]. Frusinonian con-
spirators beaten with rods and decapitated. [Plate II],

(12) [Fol. 212. Dee. 1l. Bk. 1. Artist B]. A LARGE MINIATURE
IN FOUR COMPARTMENTS (255 mm. by 216 mm.) occupying more than
half the page at the beginning of the second Decade. A very fine full
border and initial. [Plate I,

(i) A monk reading.

(ii) Murder of Hasdrubal.

(iii) King and Elders.

(iv) Battle between Romans and Carthaginians,

(13) [Fol. 229. Dee. II. Bk. I1. Arlist B]. Mesgenger bringing
letter to King (? Hannibal).

(14) [Fol. 244. Deec. II. Bk, III. Artist B]. Horsemen in
armour emerging from a turreted gateway and meeting a body of mailed
foot-goldiers with spears and shields.

(15) [Fol. 261. Dee. II. Bk. IV. Artist B]. The Locrians
surrendering fo the Carthaginians,

(16) [Fol. 274, Dec. 1l. Bk. V. Artist B]. The Romans creating
priests,

(1%) [Fol. 288. Dec. II. Bk. VI. Artist B]. Attack on a city.
Soldiers scaling a wall with a ladder while defenders hurl stones on
them..

(18) [Fol. 30Y. Dec. II. Bk, VII. Artist B]. Battle scene,

(19) [Fol. 326. Dec. 1I. Bk. VIII. Arlist B]. Fight between
spearmen in armour.

(20) [Fol. 344. Dec. 11. Bk. IX, Artist B]. Scipio superin-
tending the building of a boat.

(21) [Fol. 35%. Dec. II. Bk. X. Artist B]. Three old men
disputing before a judge with armed soldiers behind him.
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(22) [Fol. 8YY. Dec. III. Bk. I. Artist A]. A MAGNIFICENT
HALF-PAGE MINIATURE IN FOUR COMPARTMENTS AT THE BEGINNING OF
THE THIRD DECADE (210 mm. by 210 mm.). THIS PAGE 18 DECORATED
WITH A BEAUTIFUL BORDER OF DIAPERED BAR AND IVY-LEAF PATTERN.

[See Frontispiece. |

(i) The translator writing his book.
(ii) Five old men in conference.

(iii) Attack by spearmen in armour on a city. The defenders are
hurling down stones,

(iv) Horsemen in armour fighting.

(R3) [Fol. 393. Dee, II1. Bk.II. Artist B]. Elders worshipping
golden images on pedestals.

(24) [Fol. 405. Dec. III. Bk. III. Artist B]. Elders in con-
ference ontside two cities while soldiers watech them from the walls.

(25) [Fol. 423. Dee, III. Bk, IV. Arhist B]. Seipio defeating
the Lusitanians.

(26) [Fol, 436. Dec. ITI. BE. V. Artist B]. 0ld men disputing
hefore a judge.

(2Y) [Fol. 448. Dee. I1I. Bk. VI. Artist B]. Aetolian ambas-
sadors asking for peace.

(28) [Fol. 462, Dec. I11I. Bk VII. Arhist B]. A messenger
delivering a letter to Amynander in exile and another delivering a letter
from Amynander to the principal men of Argithea.

(29) [Fol. 481. Dec, I1I. Bk. VIII. Artist B]. Battle scene.

(30) [Fol. 498, Dee. III. Bk. IX. Artist B]. Messenger
delivering a letter to an elder.

Corrarion axp Scrige. Bound in quires normally of 8 leaves.
(1)—(22)%; (23)4: (24)7; (2B); (26)8; (20)4; (28)%; (9)—(30)%;
(31)¢: (32)—(35)%; (36)%; (37)—(48)%; (49)!': (50)—(55)%; (56)°;
(57)—(58)8: (59)%: (60)—(65)%; (66)*: catchwords at end of the
gatherings.

THE NamMe oF THE ScriBg GILLEQUIN GRESSIER 18 FoUND
IN THE EXTREME RIGHT-HAND BOTTOM CORNER OF THE LAST PAGE.

The text ends at the end of Book 9 of the third Decade on the
verso of folio 510 followed by the Grand Bastard’s motto and name :

NUL. NE. SI. FROTE.
OB DE BOURG™
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