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Report of the Ophthalmic Section, 1928.

Foreword.
NEW UNITS.

During 1928, four Government Travelling Ophthalmie Hospitals Nos. 8, 9, 10 and 11
as well as an Ophthalmic Branch at Fikvia (Abu Kerkas) Government Hospital, were
opened. Larly in the beginning of 1929, an Ophthalmic Branch ot Aswin General Hospital
and a large Permanent Ophthalmic Hospital at Rod El Farag (Cairo), were also opened.

The number of Ophthalmic Unitsin the country till the end of 1928 renched 41 of which
37 are permanent and 14 travelling.  This number shows an increase of 5 Ophthalmic Units
over that of 1927, but in June 1929, time at which this veport is prepared, the nomber of
Ophthalmic Units reached 44 of which 3 are permanent and 14 travelling.

Another Ophthalmic Braneh has also been established at [sna Government Hospital
and will shortly be opencd for treatment.

CLINICAL WORK.

The following tableshows the clinical work donein 19258 ascompared withthatol 1927:—
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New patients... ... .. oo oof 317,742 | 481,790 10
In-patients ... w0 o e e 10,810 12,967 2}
Operations .. wee o s we| 155,080 | 171,487 )
Out-patients attendances ... ... 3,230,150 l.'i,-lnﬁi,lz.’:'r 7

BLINDNESS.

57 408 or 9°3 per eent of all patients examined were found blind in one or both eves.
This percentage i= less than that of 1927 which was 98 per cent and it is satisfactory to
mention that it is gradually falling since 1919,

The pathological causes of blindness are detailed in table 12 where it iz shown that
acute ophthalmias form about 79 per eent of all canses. The gonococens is still the predo-
minant Factor of infection with acute ophthalinias, its percentage to total of microbes being

39 per cent.
AGE OF PATIENTS.

Out of 381,790 new patients treated in 1928, —25,114 were under the age of one year or
61 per cent and 121,431 from one to fifteen years of age or 310 per cent. This fact
shows that the mass of people recognise the importance of seeking ophthalmic treatment

for infants and children.

SCHOOL CLINICS,

Ophthalmic examination, inspection, and treatment are, at present, earried ont at 30
primary Government schools.  Detnils of ophthalmic work in schools are given in a special

goction at the end of this report.
12,346 pupils were examined, of whom U1 per cent were found to be suffering from

trachoma in its various stages. More than 21 per cent of these were in the serious etages
of the disease : Trachoma Tand1l,  As aresultof Ophthalmic treatment, the Intter percentage

fell to 6 per cent,
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