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Crier Mepicar OFFIcer’s UFFICE,
ST, VINCENT,
Tth May, 1920,

Siry—1I have the honour to submit for the information of His Exeelleney the
Governor, and for transmission to the Right Honouorable the Secretars of State,
the Medical Report on the Health and Santtary conditions of St. Vincent for the
year 1929, with the Returns &e, appended thereto.

I have ete.,

STANLEY BRANCH,
Chicf Medical and Health Officer.
Hiz Honowr
Tan AmusistiaTon,
(678/19:50).

REPORT OF THE MEDICAL DEPARTMENT FOR THE YEAR ENDING
31ST DECEMBEER, 1929.

1. Administration.
(a) Starre.

Dr. [..'hﬂ!"[lrﬁ, Medieal CHfieer, District 4. on leave from 15, 12, 28 resumed on
125, Dir. U"l'i-',.lﬂ‘}'-. Mediesl Officer, Dastrict 1, on leave from 23, 9. 9% re.
sumed on 25, 5. 29, Dr. Bonello, Medieal (Micer, District 2 {South), was gronted
-!i- months' vaeaticn leave from 19, 7. 29 followed ]h_x' 14 months” leave on half
pay. The duties of the district durving Dr. Bonello’s absence were discharged h{
the Kesident Surgeon and Medieal (Hticer, District 2{North], in conjunction with
the duties of their substantive posts,

Dr. Gallwey, Medical Officer, District 5, was granted 15 daxs’ leave from
7. 7. 249, His duties were performed by Medical Officer, District 4,

D, Elillgﬂl', Medieal Oficer, District :'.r_. Wik ;;rl!mh-.d el 1|:|I_'I.':~'.’ veeation leave
from 23. 7. 29, The duties of the district were diseharged by Medieal Officer,
Distzict 4 and Medical Officer, District 5. Medieal Ofticer, District 4 resided at the
quarters of Medical Officer, Distriet 5.

. Charles, Medieal U!Iit:{!r, Thatriet 4 was gmlllt"r! 5 months’ vaeation leave
from 18, 9. 29 followed by 1 month's study leave on full pay and Imonth's leave
on half pay.

The duties of Distriet 4 were discharged by Medieal Officer, District 3 and
Medieal Officer, District 5, in conjunction with the duties of their substantive posts.

D, Morgan retived from his position as Medieal Officer, Southern Grenadines,
at the end of June. He was seeonded for special duty on the Malarvial Survey of
Grenada by the International Health Board of the Rockfeller Foundation, His
place was taken by Dr. Ross.  Unfortunately owing to the illness of D, Ross and
the fuilure to arvange satisfactory transport facilities no visits were paid by the
Medieal Officer to the Southern Grenadines during November and December.

The Nurse Matron waz granted 9 days’ leave from April 2nd.  Mr, J. L.
'l:]lapmnn, Thief E'al.n]l':u'}' ]n.r-;J:::_'::Iur wils :_{n:.th:ii vacation leave on full pay from
13. 11. 89 o 14. 1. §0.

Many and various departmental changes were arranged for among the Junior
Stall of Dispensers, Sanitary Inspectors and District Nurses,

The Junior Staff is dizssatisfied with the small emolument offered, and the
apparent hopelessness of increase after years of service, It has been attracted by
ﬂge inducements offered and obrained in the oil refineries of Curagac, Oruba and
Maracaibo. OF those who have been trained leeally and lefr our serviee T am
pleazed to record their success in foreign fields in reareh of more remunerative
employment.
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During the vear there was less sickness from this eondition than in the
previous year,

There is more Malaria on the leeward than on the windward eoast. The
centres of infection are the lagvons and the streams or canals draining into those
lagoons, At eortain seasons of the year the lagoons do not discharge their water
into the sea; the bank of sand on the sea coast forms a barricr or dum and the
interlocked water and dribbling stream currents form ideal breeding places. 1F
there is a settlement or village at the point of outlet then there iz a flare of
Malaria. With the advent of heavy storm water from excessive minfall, the
lagoon bursts through to the zea and the water course is scoured and drained,

The ideal eentre on the leeward const is at the settlement on the Bueca-
ment Bay.

During 1920 a well attended lantern lecture and demonstration on Malaria
was given in the Cotton Honse at the Cane Grove Fstte,  The Canal of the Cane
Grove Kstate empties into the lagoon on the Buccament Bay, This canal was
cleancd, the subzidiney drains cleared, a small lagoon at the mouth of the Bueea-
ment river was filled in and house to house quinine medication was earried ont in
the Bay =ettlement,  The epidemic was soon controlled,

There does not appear to be any doubt that anopheline breeding places are
to be found on the leewnrd coast espeeially near the lngoons. On the windward
st |J1’¢1‘.diu§_’; pi:n]a have been foand st Hrighlrrn and Mt ﬁl“eml:‘m,, As far as
T know at present no breeding places have been found near the windward settle-
ments whicl are more inland on thiz side than on the leeward coast,

In the neighbourhood of Kingstown the viling of pools, gutters and ravine
tracks hons been earried oot for the veduetion of :Imm'tiitrl. plisanee  in E‘E'I'.'-Em],
especially at Ldinboro, Murray Head, Richmend Hill, Sion Hill and Long Wall..
These efforts are anti-mosquito and not anti-malavial.  For the same object was
there a ;_'.-m1.|1:|ij_rr! te et rid of the wild ]_ﬁll(:s on the trees and Gl in the holes i
the trunks of trees wrowing around the Government House buildings,

The edueation of householders in the life history of the mn.t;q:ﬁm has been
n epecial duty of the Sanitary Inspectorz,  Stegomyia bred in water barrels are
a great source of tronble,  Open barrels for storing drinking water are numerons
in districts nnprovided with pipe-borne supplies. It is at present impracticable
to have these varvels sereened agninst mosquitoes and provided with taps.  House-
* holders are asked to cmpty their barvels completely amd serub the sides and
hottoms twice a week,

Within the limits of the town of Kingstown, on the bay front, 1,552 visits
of inspeetion of boats and lighters were made,  On 89 of these visits larvee were
found in the hoats or lizhters inspected.

fufﬂr*h‘un'x fizeases:—Futerie Fever,

11 eases were notified linlit:g the AT a8 E(Hnimmd with 10 cnses in 1928
There were 2 deaths. 7 of the cases were treated in hospital with § death.

Distrilnt jon. (Cnses, Denths,

Kingstown 3
District No, 1 3

. e 2 Bonth) 3 e
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- The installation of an incinerator for Kingstown could not be carried ont
during the year. A site has, bowever, been purchased and the plant ordered,

- Permission was granted to extend the domping aren on the Constantine
lands.  The reclamation of this bogay area in the immediate neighbonrhood of
the town boundary has been a definite sanitary improvement. There was no fly
nuisance from the dumping gronnd,

Drainage, As the result of notices and verbal dircetions, 13,675 feet of
drain were cleared and 112 feer of new drains eonstructed, At Georgetown, the
storm water from the abutting Grand Sable Estate, frequently flaoded the town,
The Government hias come to the reseue with an appropriation from General
Revenue of £250 as o first instulment for a large conerete surface drain, a portion
of which haz been completed,

At Callinqua protection from flooding has apparently been effected by deep-
ening the bed and stmightening the banks of the offending water ecourse, At
any rate there has been no u'l.'l:l'ﬂuunii:ig of thizs small town from this soures
during the year,

Weter Supplies,  Comuent has already been made on the intermittent supply
deliverad in I{iny_:ﬁluwh during the 111‘_1.' gpuson, At rtmes the H1|[1E|]",' 1= uul}'
available from 6 a.m, to 9 wom. and 3 pon. to 6 pan. Apart from the dizcomfort
to the householders it beenmes increasingly difficult to scrub and flush ont drains,

Chy the 3rd of December the water zﬂl:lppl_".' in ]'[iu:_;?-ﬂm'n Failed. This eorn-
dition continued during the next i.i:p‘. It appears that the filter beds had never
been cleaned for 19 or 20 venrs,  The failure of the supply resolted from the
absolute choking of the filter bed in nse,

The Troumaca supply was undertaken and sueeessfully carvied out by the
Public Works Depavtment.  The necessity for this supply was a few vears age
strongly advocated by D, F. T, Auden while he acted as Medical Oflicer in this
distriet. The water 1s piped from u point in the hills about 44 miles away,
filtered, stored and delivered to the peasantey at Trowmnen and Roschall.  Pre-
wiously the inhabitunts of these Land Sertlement areas, now thriving centres on
the Leeward sty byl g l‘rlim'n a mile or mose lor a bucket of water,

At Georgetown there is a vescrvoir and a pipe-borne supply,  Gradually this
became intermittent. A long time seemed to elapge before investigation was
undertaken and efforts made to elesn out the choked pipes,  There lkas been no
further fronhle,

The Dulzell spring, which supplies the village settlements of Upper Stubbs
g ".?il_.'t.n.,ll‘iﬂ, wis ;rn-l,',ulrtui'l from contaminatien h:' enclosnre 1 2 separate cons
erete chambers. It had been hoped that the supply womld have been collected
in a reservoir and piped down to the lirger sectlement of Lower Stubbs,

The r-'llpl:l}‘ Inid dowin =ome VEAES QU0 [ E':L]ii:lqmi, '.~'-i111'i.|;:|:'!_".' that at [..:::.'nu._
require in the near future careful investigation for their improvement,

Offenaive Trades. INothing of importance worthy of comment was ohserved
during the year.

Cleavance of bush and endergrewti,  In this tropieal island with it present
peasant population there is continual warfare against over and undergrowih to let
air and sunshine into the yards snd houses,

Santlary Iﬁxprrhhw_‘ 12,296 house inspections were made; 694 written
notices were served: 10,191 verbal orders oiven.  Altogether 10,885 nuisances
Cwere abatel ag o resale of notices and oeders,  The defuils of this work are lest
appreciated by an examination of Tables,

Deralizafion. 1670 rates ave veturned as tespped or 1JI.'Ii.:-nI‘.l" L

3. School Hygiene.

There has been considerable improvement in the appearanee of the sehool
buildings. The internal surfuces of muny have been painted; educational pictures
of the Empire Marketing Board have been lnmmg up and help to add an air of
brightness to dhe elass rooms; additional furniture-desks, benehes and blackbonrds
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Note on Still-born Balies.
Of the 28 eases in 1920, 16 were macerated.

Lemaining 12.

1 Retained 2nd twin—Manual Delivery.

2 Persistent Posterioe—Foreeps Delivery.

5 5th Stiil-born—6 months breech.

4 6th Still-born—Very distended abdomen.

3 Obstructed labonr—Ilarge head—Foreeps Delivery

6 6L months—A PP.H,

7 Mother eclamptic—moribund when delivered.

8 Placenta Proevin—Severe AP H.

9 6 months—Breceh
10 Transverse— Arm presenting some hours before ndmission.
11 Prolapse of cord in vertex case some hours before admission.
12 Placenta Prievia,

Maternity and Child Welfare.

These notes ave kindly submitted for this return by the Nurse Matron_of
the Hospital,
3 The Registered Still-births of the Colony are shown as follows :—

Male, Female, Total,
1st Quarter = 10 18 a8
Mmd 3 15 15 30
B i - 10 L 14
Ath e - 19 13 34

Tatals - 54 a2 106

15 were legitimate ; 91 illegitimate,
The greatest number is recorded as oeenrring in Kingstown.

" Apare from the ravages of disease as evidenced by the hospital returns of 16
macerated babies in a total of 28 still-births there are sufficient data to lead us to
the conclusion that the 1I1:||J- alforded L“.'J' the _1_':|,-:|u|1iv|!-!=!!-rl and midwives in the
Colony is not sufficient or satisfactory. Thus we find of 17 deaths from Tetanus
12 oceurred in newly born infants,

“Efforts are being made to foster and develop greater efficiency by better
training and selection,

VI. Hospitals and Cispensaries,

The statistical returns of the work performed during the year are appended.
General improvement and repairs have been earried out at the Colonial Hos-
pital.  The Drog =tore was removed from the main building between the Mater-
nity and the Children's Wards, and housed in a new addition to the Linen Store,
A fire hydrant was laid down in the grounds and the Institution provided
with a fire fightine appliance, hose, &e,, of its own, The easualty hospitals snd
government hoildings used as distriet dispeusaries have been repaired and im-
Emvml where necessary, During his tour of inspection, His Excellency the
overnor, was plaased to issue instructions that subsidiary dispensariez should
be &itted up and stocked with drogs at Colonarie and Calliaqua,  This is a great
conventenes to the siek roor wlio can now nob i;rul"l.' abtain the services of the
District Medical Officer at these visiting stations but ean have the preseriptions
dispensed on the spor, It is anticipated that other subsidiary dizpensaries in other
districts will be similarly fitted and established,
Sonthern (frenadines.  The Medieal Officer of Carviacon paid 19 visits to
Union Island, 10 w0 Canow and 9 to Mayrenn, Owing to diflicultics arising
over transport only 1 visiv was paid to the i<lads during Oetober and none dur-
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ing November and December, The visiting station and dispensary were moved
From Clifton to Asliton the more populons centre in Union Island, ;

A cistern for water, eapable of holding 5,000 gallons was built at Mayream 7
and one eapable of holding 6,000 gallons was ereeted at Canonan.  An additional
collecting area was completed at Clifton ; and at Ashton an over head concrete
conduit replaced an underground one to take rain water from the roof of the
Anglican Church to the Tank.

A communal latrine over the sea was ereeted for the inhabitants of Clifton.

The general health of the isiind was good. The principal disenses reported
were Malaria, Aseariasis and Gastro-enteritis, 19 desths were registered of whieh
10 were under 1 year of age,

Beguiae. 16 visits were paid by Medical Officer, District 1 to this island.
Difficulties of transport have prevented him from visiting every fortnight. :

A new government building was put up during the year ; the ground floor 18
used as a dispensary, while the dispenser has been granted the privilege of the
upper storey as quarters,

Snecessful Vaceinations—5St. Vinecent - 2L
Bequia - 33
Southern Grenadines - 11

VIl. Prisons and Asylums.

() Prisons.

Hameani Admitied . . | Thai Remnaini
from. 1925, | vz, | Discharged. | Died. | Avorage, | B0 1L AT
Males | 20 10 | 105 1 | 214 24
| |
Females B [ | 107 b 714 11
1 T |1 il e F
Totals el | oo 212 1 ‘ 35
]

]

The Prison Surgeon reports that the general health of the prisoners has been
good.  The prisoner detained in the Poor Asylum since 1928 suffering from
Pulmonary Tuberenlosis died during the year. "One female prisoner was trans-
ferred to the Lunatic Asylum.

Further effortz have been made to effect improvements and repairs in the
Lunatic and Leper Asylums.  More air and light have been let into t{:n cells and
rooms of the former ; additional latrine aecommodation and ilnpl"ﬂ'l."l’.-ﬂ. woker
supply put in at the latter.

Pauper Asylum.

Hl:-m'u:in':nql Admitted i - Daily Remaini
from 192, | 1920, t“'"“"““'-‘"- Died. | 5 verge. |at31 1%

K] a3
a1 1

Males 3 20 9 {12
Femaleg 0 1%

= s

5]
o

Taotals Gid aa 14 ) (]
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GENERAL SYSTEMIC anp PREVENTAELE DISEASES.

TOTAL INCIDENOE. 27.240.

Praventable Diseases 45-98%

TOTAL DEATHS, 203.

Preventable Diseases 4399
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