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NOTES ON VACCINATION IN ASSAM FOR TIIE YEAR 1912-1913.

1. Introducfory—I was in charge of the Department throughout the year. The
office of the Deputy SBanitary Commissioner was held by Captain T. C. McCombie
Young, 1.M.8., throughout the year,

3. Vaccination agencies.—Vaccination was performed by 330 departmental
vaccinators. In tea estates vaccination was performed by the garden medical
officers.  On railways the vaecination work was performed by the railway medical staff,
and in jails by the Sub-Assistant Suzgeons in medical charge. :

Of 330 departmenial vaceinators, 237 were paid vacecinators, and 93 wers licensed
vacecinators. The average number of persons vaccinated by each vaccinator was 964,
against 877 of the previous year. The number of persons vaccinated by each paid
vaceinator and licensed vaecinator was 1,114 and 580, respectively.

3. Total number of aperations.—The total number of operations performed by all
agencies during the year amounted to 333,363 compared with 305,845 in 1911.12,

ing an increase of 27,518 operations. Of the total number of operations perform-
ed, 295,983 were primary vaccinations and 34,880 re-vaccinations, against 290,915
and 14,930, respectively, in 1911-12.

The total for the year consists of :—

818,046 by departmental vaccinators,
1,600 by the staff of dispensaries,
12504 by tea-garden medieal staff,
68 by railway medical staff, and
1,154 by the jail medical staff.
, 4. Deaths from small-poz~The total number of deaths from small-pox during
the year was 4,716 or ‘67 per mile of population against 35 of the previous year. The
highest death-rate was recorded in EKamrup 1'89, followed by Sylhet with -89, and.
Nowgong with 95,

The Civil Burgeon, Kamrup, remarks, *“ an inereased prevalence of small-pox
ocenrred in the early months of the hot weather, which was surprising in view of the
activity in vaccination work of late years.”

The disease was unduly prevalent in Bylhet town and in certain rural areas
Steps were taken to check the spread of the disease by ecarrying on vaceination in
infected villages. Extra vaccinators were entertained when necessary. This resulted
in an inerease of 28,622 operations during the year.

The diagram, showing death-rates from small-pox and the protection afforded by
successful vaccinafion, is attached.

5. Dispensary vacoination.—The number of operations performed by the staff of
ﬁms&ﬁas during the year was 1,690, of which 1,036 were primary vaccinations and

re-vaceinations, against 1,678 vaccinations with 1,464 primary and 214 re-vacein-
ations of the previous year.

Dispensary vaceination work is now earried on in hill distriets only.

6. The percentage of successful operations.—The percentage of success of opera-
tions performed by all establishments combined was 9791 in the case of primary vac-
cinations and 7399 in that of re-vaccination, against 958-14 and 80°98, respectively, of
the previous year.

The suceessful percentages in primary vaccinations and re-vaccinations in the case
of vaccinators were 97'02 and 7801, respectively, against 905°19 and 80-28, respective-
ly, of the previous year ; in the case of the dispensary staff 96:20 and 7541, respeet-
ively, against 07'54 and 94 87, respectively, of the previous year, and in the case of
other agencies 97'46 and 84°40, respectively, against 97°28 and 83'33, respectively, of
the previous year,

The total number of persons successfully vaerinated during the year was 44°57
per mille of populations, against 41'85 of the year 1911-12.

7. Different methods of vaceination.—As in previous years, all vacecination oper-
ations were performed with glycerinated lymph manufactured by the Vaceine Depdt
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8. Vaceinalion work in different disfricts.—Out of the 12 distriets and 1 Native
State composing the province, there was an increase of vaccinations in O and a
decrease in 4, as compared with the previous year,

The increase (28,622) is specially noticeable in the district of Sylhet where, as
. stated in paragraph 4 of the report, vaccination was vigorously pushed as a preventive
measure against small-pox, which was unduly prevalent in several villages in the
Habiganj, Sunamganj and North Sylhet subdivisions. Each of these subdivisions has
two permanent vaceinators, who were sent to the affected localities in rotation. The
Sunamganj Local Board entertained four extra vaccinators. The vaceination i
ing staff was sent to infected places fo induce the people to accept vaccination. In
this connection Captain Seott, Civil Burgeon, Sylhet, remarks, “ it would be a
simple matter to suppress epidemics, if the people were willing fo accept vaccination,
or if some means of compulsion could ﬂo employed, but as thingsare, it is &
:i; Lliﬂ‘u."'u]l; and tedious process to get suflicient vaceinations done to check an out-

reak’”.

Thanks are due to the Subdivisional Officerof Bunamganj, who rendered t
assistance by personally visiting the affected areas. As a result of this, a very
”.Em]h“"“f re-vaccinations were performed forthwith, and the epidemic rapidly mrﬁ
E10LELE, )

The Civil Burgeon personally visited, with good results, several places in which
the populace was opposed to vaccination.

The experiment to work the district with licensed vaceinators, to which reference
was made in the last year’s report, shows small promise of success, as much diffi-
culty was experienced in the realisation of fees. It might be discontinued in the
next season.

A Gonol: was found inoculating in a village in the Bunamganj subdivision
legal action is being taken to deal with the offender.

The next highest inerease of 4,241 operations, recorded in the Khasi and Jaintia
Hills, is due fo the fact that the additional vaccinators sanctioned in the season
1911-1912 displayed greater activity during the year under review than in the

revions year. At first, the pay of these vaccinators was fixed at Rs. 16 a month
or six months and at Ks. 8 a month for six months. On the representation
of the Civil Surgeon, their pay has been raised to Es. 16 a month throughout the
Vear.

The increase in Cachar is partly due to better supervision of the vaccinators,
who are now made to submit the return of their work done, week by week, and

]:mirt'!g also to an increased number of operations being performed on the tea
cstates,

In the Lakhimpur district, people generally accept vaccination. The enly
seetion of the population, who oppose vaceination, are Mutiocks. The Deputy

Commissioner has promised to address their headmen witha view to producing a
more favourable attitude towards vaceination.

The increase in the Kamrup distriet has been maintained. The year's work is
the more satisfactory in that wmong the * Mahapurushias,” who are notorious in
their objection to vaccination upon religious grounds, 6,422 operations have been
performed. -

The decrcase of 3,930 operations in the Sibsagar distriet, as compared with the
number vaceinated in the previous year, is said to be due to the absence of small-
pox in epidemic form during the year in question.

The decrease of 2,481 cases in Goalpara is due to prevalence of cholera in
Dhubri, Bijni and Sidli registration circles during a portion of the vaccination sea-
som, viz., November, December and January, The people were struck by panie,
and did not readily submit to vaceination. One of the vaceinators and two appren-
tices died of eholera, and the vacancies conld not be filled up for some time.

_The fall of 2,401 operations in the Garo Hills district has not besn accounted
for in the report. Thisis, perhaps, due to a lack of activity on the part of the ope-
rators and an unsatisfactory method of working. The Civil Burgeon has proposed
certain changes in next year's arrangements that may give better results.

The fall of nearly 2,000 operations in the Nowgongz district is very unsatisfac-
tory, in view of the fact that there was an outbreak of small-pox during the year.
In 1911-1912, three extra vaccinators were entertained for 3 months, and the year
before that b extra vaccinators were enferfained, Lut during the year under review
no extra vaccinators were appointed by the Local Board for want of funds. In



1910, the Banitary Commissioner advised that the staff of vaceinators should be
doubled, but no steps have been taken to give effect fo this; the number of vaccina-

tors remains the same, and the number of operations is deereasing. The attention
of the district authorities will be drawn to this.

9. Composition and strength of the inspecting staff.—The inspeeting stail remain-
ed the same during the year under report as in the previons year, viz, 8 Inspectors
and 18 Sub-Inspeetors fu the Provineial ecadre, and 1 Inspector in the Manipur
State.

From 1st April 1913, a revision in the grades of the Inspectors and Sub-In-
spectors, and an increase of two additional supernumerary Sub-Inspectors has. been
sanctioned. N

10. Ferification by the inspecting staff.—Civil Surgeons inspected 551 and
245 per cent. of the primary vaccinations and re-vaccinations, respectively, during
the vear under report acainst 70°50 and 4°1 in 1911-1912. The Subordinate Inspect-
ing ghaE inspected 60°26 and 49-80 per cent. of the primary vaccinations and re-
vaccinations, respectively, during the year under report, against 5510 and 3659 in
1911-1912.

The Deputy Sanitary Commissioner inspected 2,000 operations, of which 99 per
cent. were successful.

11. Working of the Compulsory Faccination Act.—In the towns in which the
Vaccination Act isin force 1,204 or 62 per cent. of the total number of children
under one year available for vaccination were successfully vaccinted against 79 per
cent. of the year 1911-12,

In the town of Bylhet, only one-fourth of the available children were vaccinated
This unsatisfactory result is reported to be due to the fact that on account of
evalence of small-pox in the town, the vaccinator was largely engaged in persuad-
ing people to accept re-vaccination. He performed 1,132 cases of re-vaccination,
ﬁaiust 277 of the previous year. The attention of the Civil Surgeon and the
unicipal Commissioners will be drawn to this failure to carry out primary vaceina-
tion, a defect which, if not speedily reetified, may have a serious effect in the health
of the town in the near future, In the towns of 8ilchar, Gauhati, Tezpur and Sibsa
only half and in Jorhat and Bhillonz only one-third of the available children
were successiully vaccinated. This eannot be considered as satisfactory, and the Civil
Burgeons concerned are being asked to impress upon the vaceination staff the necessity
of paying more attention to this important branch of their duty in the next wvaecin-
ation season. The inspecting staff should obtain from the Registrar of Births, the
list of children born with their address and see that notices in the prescribed
form have been served ont he guardians and all available children have been
successiully vaceinated.

In the town of Bilchar, 11 persons were prosecuted under the Act, of whom 8

were convicted and fined. There were 3 prosecutions in the town of Gauhati ; all were
convicted and fined.

Fifty notices were served in the fown of Dhubri and 88 in Goalpara. There
were 8 prosecutions in the former and two in the latter, the results of which are not
yet known.,

12. Vaceine Depit —The total cost of the depdt was Rs. 22,044-T-4, against
Rs, 25,468-1-11 in 1911-1912. The number of tubes loaded during the year was
1,819,859, against 1,716,938 of the previous year, showing an increase of 102,921.
The average cost per tube during the year was 2-4 pies.

Of 982 calves inoculated, lymph was taken from 833 only, There were 38

failares and lymph was not taken from 91, either on account of illness or beeause
the vesicles were not satisfactory.

This depit continues to supply lymph to the Eastern Bengal distriets. The
quality of the lymph is reported to be excellent.

The ﬁlun and estimates for a new vaccine depit are under preparation in the
Sanitary Engineer's office,

13. Cost of the Department.~The total cost of the Department was Rs. 66,342-10-
8, against Rs. 64,501-6-1 of the previous year, showing an increase of Rs. 1,641-4-7.

Of the former amount, Rs. 45,200-12-3 was paid from provinecial funds,

Rs, 19,213-8-5 trom local funds, Rs. 1,060-11-0 from municipal funds, and Rs. 855-11-0
by Native States.






















































