Annual vaccination returns of the Province of Assam : with brief
explanatory notes.

Contributors

Assam (India)

Publication/Creation
Shillong : Government Press, [1925]

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/zxswkmd8

License and attribution

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection

183 Euston Road

London NW1 2BE UK

T +44 (0)20 7611 8722

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/




|||| I ||!









[Prescribed maximum length—38 pages.]
NOTES ON VACCINATION IN ASSAM FOR THE YEAR 1924-25.

1. Introductory.— The charge of the Department was held throughout the year
by Major T. D. Murison, D.P.H, LMS., and the post of the Assistant Director of
:;Iuhllu Health was Leld by Dr. P. Gupta, 1.r.E., from 15th August 1921 to the end of

e year,

3. Faccination agencies.—As usual, the vaceination work in the plains districts
was carried out by vaccinators paid by Loeal Boards and Municipalities, and in the
hills by vaccinators paid by Government. The total number of vaccinators employed
during the year was 482, as compared with 425 in the previous year. There were
four additional vaceinators in each of the districts of Kamrup and Nowgong, two in
Sylhet and one each in Sibsagar and Lakhimpur and five ]I]ess in Manipur State.

otwithstarding a decrease in the number of vaccinators in Manipwm State the number
of vaccinations performed showed an inercase of 1,003, Inthe tea gardens, dispensaries,
Jails, Mental hospital, Pclice hospitals, Infectious discases hospitals and Railway
hospitals, the vaccination operations were performed by their respective Medical Staff.

3. Total number of operations,—The total number of vaccination operations per-
formed in the province during the year 192125 was 415,359 as compared with 385,679
in the preceding year showing an increase of 32,790 operatious. The distriet variations
are discussed in paragraph 8 of this report, The number of operations performed by
the different agencies was as follows :—

379,321 operations by deparimental vaccinators.
2,061 operations by dispensary stalf.
83,243 operations by tea garden agencies.
2,658 uperb:gsms by jail, mental, police and infectious diseases hospital
8 .

276 operations by railway agency.

4. Deathe from small-por.—The death-rate from small-pox per mille of population
during the year was "22, as compared with 40 in 1923-2L  This shows a very satisfac-
tory decrease, The highest death-rate of "06 was reported from the EKamrup district:
This district also showed a very high death-rate for the previous two years. A chief
reason for the persistence of small-pox in this district is the opposition to vaccination
by Mahkapurushias. 1t isreported that they asa rule are the first to offer oppesition and

t their example is followed by other classes. It is now proposed im 1925 that
certain villages whose inhabitants refuse to accept vaccinntion and where ontbreaks of
small-pox are very frequent, be declared as infected with small pox under the provisions
of the regulations published under Government Notifieation No, 1873L.5.-G., dated
11th May 1925, The next highest rate of ‘56 per mille was reported from the
Darrang district in which Kacharis in general and those of Dalgaon, Orang and
Chinakona mauzas all in the Mangaldai subdivision in particular are strongly opposed
to vaccination. In Nowgong district, which reported the highest mortality from small-
pox in 1923-24, 500 Mabhapurushias and 1,300 Lalungs who are babitually opposed
to vaccination were vaccinated during the year under report. An epidemic of small-
pox occurred in the SBibsagar district in the month of December.

5. Dispensary vaccination.—Of the 2,961 vaccination operations performed by
the dispensary staff 1,457 were primary &nd 1,604 were revaccinations. The
figures of the previous year were 2,009 vaccinations, of these 1,363 were primary
and 736 revaccinations. As usual, villages around dispensaries are allotted to
vaccinators and ouly those who prefer to be done by the dispensary medical officers
attend them for the purpose.

6. Fercentage of successful vaccinalion.~The percentage of success in primary
operations performed by all establishments during the year 1924-25 was 95°19, as
compared with 95°58 in the preceding year, whilst in the case of revaceinations the
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percentage of success was 6436 in 1921 25, as comparel with 50°32 in 1923-2L The
percentage of success in the case of various agencies were as follows :—
Primary. Roevaocina-

tions
Vaceination sta’f i s B5-18 Go-60
Dispensary staff i aas HE 84 4742
Ten garden staff o 26°19 B1-09
Jail, Polica, Mental and Iufectious di. casss hospital staff __, GY-73 4514
Railway staff : 91-n2 83 33

7. Different methrds of vaccinations.—As usual, all vaccinations wera performed
during the year with glycerinated lymph manufactured in the Vaccine Depit at
Shillong.

8. Faccination work in different distriets —Out of 14 distriets, ten reported an
inerease in the total number of opecations over those of the previons year. The in-
crease was the highest in the Kamrap district (4-7,533), fullowed by Sylhet (47,2:8),
Sibsagar (+4,897), Lakhimpur (43751), Darrang (+3,072), Nowgong (42,858),
Lushai Hills (41,7563) and Manipur State (41,593). In Kamrup the increase
is due to the increised number of vaccinators employed to deal with the wide-
spread outbreaks of small-pox in that distriet. Opposition to vaccination is still
very prevaleni in this district and, to sive the district from the repeated attacks of
small-pox, early opportunity will be taken this year (1925) to declare the refractory
villages in  which small-pox is prevalent as small-pox infected areas under the
provisions of the regulations framed under the Epidemic Diseases At. In Sylhet
district, Habiganj and Karimganj Local Boards raised the number of their vacci-
nators by three anl one respectively and the South Sylhet Local Boanl reduced
the number of its vaceinators by 2.

In Sibsagar a larger number of vaccinations was performed to check small-pox
which was sporadiz tbroughout the year and assumed epidemie proportions from
December 1924, The increase in the Nowgong district is satisfactory as it shows that
vaccinations were done among Lalusgs anl Mahapurushias who hitherto showed
prejudice against the operation.

The Khasi and Jaintia Hills, Naga Hills, Garo Hills and Saliva Frontier Tract
showed a fall in the number of operations varying from 183 in Sadiya Frontier Tract
to 692 in Khasi and Jaintia Hills.

9. Composition and strength of the Inspeciing staff —The inspeeting stall consist
of & Inspectors, 21 Sub-Iuspectors and 1 chief vaceinator in Manipur State and were
the same as in the previois year.

10. Verification by the Inspec'ing staff.—Verifieation of the results of the work
done by the vascinating stalf was done by the superior inspecting staff who consist

of the district Civil Surgeons an1 their Assistant Surgeons incluling Assistant Surgeons
on Kala-azar duty,

The table below shows the number of operations inspeeted in 19214-45, as compared
with the previous year :—

Primary, Revaccinntion,
Number. | Percentage. | Number. | Percentage.
1 a2 a & [
) |
192426 vis 16,513 Ged8 | 4 455 500
1a23-24 e ‘ 15,433 52l r| o034 457

_ The Director of Public Health inspected vaceinations in the Provines zenerally,
while the Assistant Director of Public Health did so in the distriet of Eylﬁet. The
percentages of inspeetions by the superior inspecting staff, riz—25'36 in primary and
1660 in revaccination, in the Darcang district were the highest and 1°19 per eent.
and 1'44 per cent. respectively, in the Sylhet district were the lowest. The Sylhet
figures however do not inclade inspecti ms made by the Assistant Director of Puhlic
Health, The subordinate inspecting staff which “consist of 8 Inspectors, 21 Sub-
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Inspectors and one chief vaccinator in Manipur 8tate inspected 179,737 primary anl
32,682 revaccinations or 5538 QEH cent. and 43:30 per cent., respectively, of the total
number of vaccination of each class performed. The percentage of inspection of
Erimarjr operation (23:01) done was the lowest in the Kamrup district. Amongst

istricts in the plains, the inspections in the districts of Goalpara (31°94) and Sibsagar
(49-69) were comparatively low.

11. Vaccination in compulsory areas.—Vaccination has been made compulsory in
all Municipal towns and in a few selected village areas under Act IV (B. C.), 1873.
During the year, 1,521 infants under one year of age in Munieipal towns out of an
estimated number of 4,137 or 4425 per cent. were saceessfully vaccinated, as compared
with 45:72 per cent. in 1923-24.  In Goalpara, Tezpur and Nowgong the results were
satisfactory as almost all infanis in each of these towns were successfully vaccinated.
The results were very unsatisfactory in Sunamganj in which area no infant under
12 months was vaccinated during the year. In 8ylhet, Karimganj and Ganhati, only
1'04, 14°44 and 1239 per cent., respectively, of those under one year of age wero
vacoinated. Similar unsatisfactory returns were made in last year's report from
SBunamganj and Karimganj Municipalities, These fizures do not represent the acinal
state of vaccination of adult population, In these areas parents show a marked relue-
tance to have children under one year of age vaccinated. Two thousand six hundred
and four operations were performed in village areas of Baniachung in Habiganj, Derai
and Pagla in Sunamgan] and Beani Bazar in Karimganj subdivision of the Sylhet
distriet to which Compulsory Vaccination Act has been extended against 2,532 opera-
tions in the preceding year. The Karimganj Liocal Board has provided a permanent
vaceinator for the compalsory areas in that subdivision. The Civil Surgeon recom-
mends that Habiganj and Sunamganj Local Boards sbould each provile a permanent
vaccinator for rural compulsory areas in those subdivisions to ensure eficient vaccina-
tion. The total number of operations performed in roral compulsory areas in the
Bibsagar district fell from 545 operations in 1923-24 to 519 in the year under report.
The Chairmen of Local Boards of Jorhat and Golaghat have agreed t5 appoint one
permanent vaccinator each for work in rural compulsory arveas in their subdivisions
from next year,und it is hoped that it will result in better vaccination in those
areas.

12. Faccine Depit.—The total number of capillary tubes loaded during the year
was 617,855 against 587,886 in the preceding year. The total number of tabes issued
during the year was 583,573, as compared with 557,305 in 1923-24, showing an increaso
of 26,178 tubes. The number of ealves inoculated during the year was 4582 and lymph
was taken from 421 ealves, the remaining 61 calves being rajected—25 for failure of
operation, 3 for i'luess and 33 for ulceration and unsatisfactory vesicle against 69 ealves
rejected in the praceding year. 'The total cost of working of the depdt was Rs. 14,351
as compared with Iis, 18,661 in the preceding year, the increase is mainly under
establishment due to @& senior Sub-Assistant Surgeon being placed in subordinate
charge. During the year, 93,169 tubes were issuel by value payable post t2 various
tea estates and the Manipur State, and a sum of Rs. 5,809-5-0 was ecredited into the
Treasury. If this amount is deducted from the total depdt cost, the cost of working the
depdt would be Es. 8,551-11-0 only. Major A. F. Babonau, C.LE., 0.B.E., 1.M.5, held
charge of the depb: throughout the yoar. The suhorlinate charge was hell by Sulb-
Assistant Burgeon Narayan Chandra Das Gupta from the beginning of the year to

the 15th June 1924 and Sub-Assistant Surgeon Narendra Nath Dam from 19th June
1924 to the end of the year.

18. Cost of the Department.—The total eost of the department was Rs. 89 484-7-6
as compared with Hs. 86,373-15-10, showing an increase of Rs. 3,110-7-8 which is
mainly due to the appointment of additional vaceinators by local bodies to deal with
small-pox outbreak. The averaze cost of each succesful case of vaceination was
4 annas 4 pies, as compared with 4 annas 5 pies in 1923-24,

11. General.—The great percentage of vaccinators is employel for the cold
weather months only. The average number of vaceinations performed by each vacei-
nator was 878 during the year. This number does not eompare favourably with those
of other provinces, but conditions are different. A large percentage should be
Eurmanjaut- vaccinators so that epidemics during the hot weather eould be adequately
dealt with ~ Experiments ave this year now being made to senl vaccine to districfs
in ice in Thermos Flasks so that it may reach there without losing its potency which
it otherwise would do during the hot months,

J. B. HANAFIN, Major, L.M.5.,
Ofe. Director of Public Heallh, Assam.
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tn the Province of Assam during the year 1921-25,
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