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V.—PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF DEATHS.
There wera 804 deaths from pnenmonia as against 919 for the previons yvear:
The number of deaths from phthisig inereased from 542 for 1939 to 667 for the

year under review—uvide Section X. Deaths from diarrhoal diseases showed a
decrease. There was no appreciable difference in the mortality from other causes.

VI.—INFANT MORTALITY.

The infant mortality rate of 142 per 1,000 births as against 155 for the
previous vear is the lowest on record. The rate corrected for non-residents was
- 144 as against 159 for the previous year.

Developmental diseases, pnenmonia, bronchitis, and digestive diseases
continued to be the principal caunses of infantile deaths. The mortality rate due
to pnenmonia and bronchitis has shown a distinet fall during the year under review,

VIIL.—MATERNAL MORTALITY,

The maternal mortality rate corrected for non-residents was 12°1 as against
the same figure for the previous year and 142 the average for the previous
five years. ]

The puerperal septiceemia rate fell from 43 for the previous year to 3'8
for the year under review.

There were 3 deaths from puerperal septiceemia among the cazeg conducted
by Municipal midwives.

There were 19 cases of puerperal pyrexia reported as against 30 for the
previouns year.

VIIL.—INFECTIOUS DISEASES (GENERAL).

The following table shows the number of cases of notifiable digeages reported
during the vear.

There was a fall in the incidence of chickenpox, mumps, dysentery, and
enteric fever, while there was an increase in the number of cases of phthisis and
whooping congh.

Town Cases of Notifiable Infectious Diseases reporied during the Year 1940,
(Exclugive of Cases in Welikada Jail.)
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Chickenpox .| B5219243(175] 70! 39| 38| 26| 24| 28| 49| 471,043 1,705
Measles ...| 19| 40| 37| 43 19! 19| 37| 69| 70; 55; 81| 54| 543| 536
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Pneumonia wo| 407 38, 23! 36| 21) 21| 25| 39| 39 39| 40| 34] 395 509
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Part IV.—Maternity and Child Welfare.

REPORT OF THE MEDICAL OFFICER, MATERNITY AND
CHILD WELFARE, FOR 19%40.

DuriNg the year under review work in this branch has been carried on in
the nsnal way. Our ante-natal and infant clinics have been well attended. There
were 15,744 expectant mothers seen as compared with 14,092 in 1939. Sixty-
four more infants than in the previous year were examined and treated, bringing
the total to 4,948,

The following is a return of the ante-natal attendance at the clinics. Figures
inelude visits and revisits :—

Centre. Attendanece,
St, Panl's 3.644
Slave Island 2.063
Maradana 2,445
Prince of Wales avenue 3.336
Modera 2,552
Wellawatta 1,704

Total for the year ... 15,744

There are still several mothers who do not persevere gufficiently long enough
with breast feeding the infant. Perhaps they are encounraged by the prospect of
receiving free milk at the eliniec. Within recent timnes we have thoronghly dis-
conraged mothers who have sufficient milk to nurse the child approaching the
Centre for artificial milk, We feel that this is a step in the right direction.

Midwives' Cases.—2,271 distriet cases were delivered by our midwives doring
the year compared with 2,304 in 1939. Besides these, 670 cases were delivered
in our Homes. This is 10 more than the last year.

Mention has to be made of the District Midwifery Service inangurated in
the Maradana Area during the conrse of the year. 1 refer to the cases conducted
by the medical students.

At a conference of three Medical Officers of the Medical Department, the
Chief Medical Officer of Health and the Medical Officer, Maternity and Child
Welfare, held at the Town Hall the scheme originally drawn up was discussed
and revised. The revised scheme has been almost perfected now and the work
is progressing very satisfactorily. In all difficult caszes the students summon to
their aid either a Surgeon from the Lying-in Home or the Medical Officer,
Maternity and Child Welfare. During the last gquarter (October to December,
1940) fifty-three cases were conducted by the students and in forty-eight of these
cages onr midwife was also in attendance. The stodents work under the direction
of Dr. P. R. Thiagarajah, Visiting Surgeon, Lying-in Home, who is closely
associated with the proper and efficient working of the scheme.

Maternity Homes.—There is sustained popularity of the Homes. Each year
there has been an increasing demand for admission. Owing to want of accom-
modation several cases with tickets were referred back to their own homes or to
the Lying-in Home. In the former case the patient was given, if available, the
services of a midwife from the Centre. I am glad to mention that now Muslim
mothers make use of our Homes more readily. It is a happy thought that they
now place their needs above old restrictions, During the year 39 Muslim mothers
were delivered in our Homes, This is 10 more than the previous year,
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2.—RESEARCH WORK.

oid.—Further experience with the culture medium recommended by
the Deputy City Microbiologist proved its usefulness. A paper describing this
medinm in detail was published in July.

The work on the bacteriophage against B. typhosus was continued and led to
more detailed stndy of the antigenic composition of the bacillug and its modifi-
cations nnder certain circumstances. This study took much longer than anticipated

. and is still in progress. It is intended to put some of the experiences gathered in
experimental work into practical use as soon as possible. This work includes
the preparation of immune sera from horses which was started at the end of the
year with the assistance of the Veterinary Department.

Malaria,—The gerologiecal tests seem to be well established., A publieation
of the results of 1,000 ecases obtained in collaboration with Dr. G. A. W. Wickrema-
suriya will be out in due course.

A short paper on the simplified Buffer Precipitation Test was published in
September.

Diphtheria.—The routine examination of swabg for diphtheria has con-
giderably increased. There were 1,844 for 1940 as compared with 1,194 for 1939,
A sgpecial investigation as regards the virulence of the various strains found is
being carried out by the Deputy City Microbiclogist.

PUBLICATIONS.

1. Tyagaraja, 8. (1940): A simple modification of Wilzon & Blair's medinm
for the isolation of Typhoid & Paratyphoid
bacilli, J. Hyg, Camb. 4(), 414-22.

2. Wolff, E. K. (1940): Procedure & Value of Systematic Case-Finding in
Tuberculosis, Transact. Soe, M.O.H., Ceylon,
3, 18,

3. Wolff, E. K. (1940): The Buffer Precipitation Test for Malaria (B.P.T.)
adjusted for large scale examination. Ind. Med.
Guz. 75, No. 9, 517.

E. K. WOLFF,
February 28, 1941. City Microbiologist.

Annerure B.

REPORT OF THE CITY ANALYST FOR 1940.

Water Samples.—There were 191 samples of water taken from the City
gtandpipes from different parts of the eity, at the regnlar rate of 16 samples per
month. Twenty samples of the city water supply were taken from Labugama,
Maligakanda, and Kalatawewa. Thege are non-standpipe reservoir waters. No
guch samples have been received for examination since October.

The quality of the city water was variable during the year. Quality in the
early part of the vear ag with the end of the previous year was good. Mid-January
gshowed a depreciation in the presence of free ammonia. Colombo water had been
free from this constitnent previously. The freeammonia was not constant ag drawn
from the city standpipes. The albuminoid ammonia remained low. The free
ammonia became more prevalent during February but was not evenly distributed
throughout the city. The albuminoid ammonia increased but was variable
throughout the city. March saw a further increase in the free and albuminoid
ammonia. The quality of April's water was much depreciated compared to
Jannary. During May the water contained large proportions of free ammonia.,
The water began to improve in June, intermittently. July, until the end of the
vear, the water was of good guality. From time to time, water deposits showed
living animaleulae, which are deseribed in water literature as indicating non-potable
waters. The presence of free ammonia in natural waters is a bacterial action on the
albuminoid matter simplifying it. There was no option but to condemn such
water unless boiled.












