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In addition to this there is an Out-Door-Dispensary in the district situated at the
town of Bandar Bahru.

Besides th eHospitala and Dispensaries enumerated in the foregoing paragraphs,
there iz a system of Travelling Dispensaries operating in each district with a view to

carrying Medical Aid to areas far removed tvom the Hospitals and Out-Dioor-Lispen-
saries,

Apart from the Government Institutions mentioned, there are several other
Hospitals in the State run by Rubber Estates, who treat the sick employees on the estate
and also render aid to any outsiders who require urgent help. A list of this is mentioned
in Appendix (8).

WORK DONE BY THE HOSPITALS AND DISPENSARIES.

The Hoapitals throughout the State cater for the treatment of all and sundry
complaints; but, in the Northern Distriet at Alor Star, a great and praisé-worthy effort
has been made to provide specialist appointments at the general hospital. Dr. D. A.
Beattie, F.R.C.5. (Eng.) is the Surgeon at the Hospital, Dr. P. T. K. Nayar is both the
Radiologist and the Physician in charge of lung diseases, Dr. M. R. Bhandari the Opthal-
mologist and Dr. (Mrs.) M. G. Brodie the Lady Medical Officer for the treatment of
Women and Children. All these officers have been duly trained and qualified in England
and cases from the other Districts are frequently referred to them for an opinion in
diagnosis and treatment. Mr. B. R. 0. Williz is the Assistant Dental Officer, at Alor Star,
who holds a Dental Clinic at the General Hospital, and visits the Central and Southern
Districts once a month for & similar purpose, with & view to attending the School Children
in these districts as well as attending adult cases who cannot afford private dental atten-

The Government Pathological Laboratory ia situated in the Central Kedah and is
an institution on its own run by Dr. Mustapa bin Osman and assisted by Dr. V. G.
Patwardhan and one Laboratory Assistant. Fathological apecimens from all over the
State are sent there for examination and report. Details of the work done is shewn in
Appendix (9).

Tables showing work done at the Hospitals, Dental Clinic and the Pathological
Laboratory appear in the Appendices (10), (11), (12}, 13), (14) and (15},

GENERAL.

From a comparison of the accommodation available in aill the hospitals with the
number of cases treated in these institutions, it is evident that the time is ripe for increas-
i the accommodation. Particular attention iz called for in inereasing the accom-
modation for Women and Children. In the estimates for 1359 provision has been
made for thiz improvement at Alor Star, and it is hoped that the same privilege
will be conferred on the Central and Southern Districts in the Estimates for 1360, It is
borne in mind that on account of the necessity for stringent war economy, extravagant
demands should not be made, and every endeavour will be made to eurtail expenditure.
A considerable amount of essential and uwseful work awaits commencement in the opening
of Antenatal and Children Welfare Clinicas throughout the State, as it is only through
these institutions that the Maternal and Infantile Mortality Rate, which is high in the
State, can be decreased. This question is being considered and action is being taken to
remedy these defects,

Apart from the guestion of inereasing the accommodation for the treatment of
Women and Children in the Central and Seuthern Distriets of the State—already referred
to—the appointments of an Assistant Lady Medical Officer to each of these districts should
be considered early, as such personnel in a predominantly Malay populated State, like
Kedah, is absolutely imperative, in order to give confidence to Malay women, who ungues-
tionably prefer to be treated by members of their own sex when ill, and to consult a
woman regarding their children when they require treatment. This procedure will
moreover help to establish the clinics for Maternal and Children Welfare, so badly needed
in the State; this will necessitate the appointment of Health Nurses in the Southern and
Central Districts, in addition to the Assistant Lady Medical Officers mentioned.

A further point for consideration iz the establishment of Social Hygiene Centres
in the Central and Southern districts for the intensive treatment of venereal disease, and
the propagation of information to the public concerning the disease, and the devastating
inroads it makes on the health of the community. One such centre exisis at Alor Star,
at the Out-Door-Dispenzary in the town, and the treatment of these diseases are under-
taken at all the hospitals and dispensaries throughout the State,

Apart from the requirements mentioned above, the Central and Southern Districts
of Kedah will be greatly benefited by the appointment of an Assistant Dental Officer in
each district, as under the present arrangement, the monthly visit of a Dental Surgeon to

" these distriets is perfectly inadequate for the amount of work to be done in these distriets,
These improvements can however await more favourable times before being put into

operation.
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