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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL
OF HEALTH AND MEDICAL SERVICES 1980-81

The Honourable ihe Minister for Healih

Sir,—I have the honour to submit for vour information the Annual Report of the Health and Medical Services
Branch of the Department of Health for the vear ended 30th June, 1981,

P. G. LIVINGSTONE,
M.B., B.S.(Old.), M.R.C.P.(Edin.), D.P.H.(Syd.}.
F.RACMA., FR.CP.
Director-General of Health and Medical Services.

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS

INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE INSABLED PERSON

The year 1981 being the Imernatbonal Year of the Disabled
Persons was of special significance 1o the Siae Health Department.
People with permanent disabilities of all ages from infancy 1o old age
are a major consumer group of Departmental services, Departmental
afficers were imvolved in the aclivilies of the Sinie Planning
Committee and other sub-commitiess relating to the year's activities.
The various Depammemal Divisions and cenain hospital siaff
contribated o projects focusing on problems aned barriers affecting
full pamicipation and imegration i’ disabled persons im our sociery.

‘Within the context of the International Year of Disabled Persons,
the Siate Health Department made a grant to the Australian Council
for Rehahalitation of the Disabled for the emplovment of an
occupational therapast o allow the establishment of an independent
living centre in Cueenstand. The Independent Living Cendre (Adds
Display and Information Service) which has recenily been establizhed
in a vacant ward mt Greenslopes Repatriation Hospital will also
aperate a8 o reference service for country people.

The Welfare Section of the State Healih Deparmeent will
administer the Commonwenlih-Tunded Programme ol Asds for
Disabled Persons (P.A.DLP. Schemel. The State Healih Depariment
already provides a comprehensive range of aids 1o disabled persons on
a doctor™s prescripgion subject to a means test. The new scheme will
cower a similar range of aids for people not eligible under existing
arrangemicnts, and both schemed in total constitate o major
coniribution to disabled persons’ welfare.

Within ihe Intclicciual Handicap Scrvices Branch, this disabakity
being less visible and a bess undersiandable problem tham physical
handicap, a major thrust of (ntermational Year of Disabled Persons
activities has aimed i heightening commumily awarencss of
intelleciual handicap, thus facilitating undersianding of Larelbectually
kamdicapped people by the community.

The Imernational Year of Disabled Persons themes of
communily access and prevention are the philosophical basis of many
of this Department s programmes (o7 disabled persons. As complete
an integration as possibde back inpo communiny life is the ohjective of
rebabilitation programmes with both the physically disabled and
intellecimally handicapped individuals, The prevention of disabiliy
and assocated social handicaps s similarly the principal thrust of
many divisions of the Deparment.

Rechabilitation in Health Services covers all age groups, a
muliitede of disability cavegories ana embraces many disciplines. n
both Psychiatry and Gerisrics, the need for multi-disciplinary case
temn services and rehabilitation progizmmes has been recognized for
many vears. However, in general, medical rehabilitation has been seen
as something discrete and apart from diagoostic and ireatment
services. Rehabilitation is not just concerned with stable severe
impairments but also with expediting functioral resioration in people
wilh temparary incapacity.

Rehabalidation should be inegrated as far as posuble into
&R TEAm wervice: in both the hospital and the community health
cenire. Funhesmore, rehabilitation is very much a social process, and
A it aims to restore and resentle patients v their former level of
domestic and vocational functioning, it should be provided as close 1o
home as posiible,

Exery doctor's being responsible For his own paticat’s schabili-
tation should be supported as far as possible from the hospiial base
specialists to the general practitioner in the community.

Medical rehabilitation has three main organizational aspects o be
taken account of. The identification of cases noeding assistance, the
provision of adeguate remsedial services and, finally, emsuring proper
links belween services, pamicularly the hospital and post-hospital
services such as Communily Medicine.

Ower ithe pasi 10 years, ns part of the Hospiials Bailding
Programme, many Remedial Depariments around the Sipe have boen
entirely rebuilt or updated. More loor space is becoming available for
rehabiliation purposes as other depariments move (o allermative
accommodation within the hospital. Having hospital therapy depari-
ments i the same location allews for better co-ordination of elforn
and for the eam approach. There has also been a corresponding
growth in the number of allied health professionals emploved, During
this period. the Community Health Centres have become firmly
established,

A Siate Director of Rehabilhation Services has been appointed 10
assist with proper co-ordipation and liaison amongst existing services
and 1o advise on futere developments. A pilof project 1o appoaint a
Hospital Rehabalitation Officer at two metropolitan hospitals is
proceeding. This nom-medical person will be concerned primarily with
the post-hospital resettlement of working-age people amd work closcly
with employers, Workers' Compensation Board officers  and
Commaonwcalth Rechabilitation and Employment Services,

Certain disability categories require special arrangements. The
Spinal Injuries Unil has been exiablished al Princess Alexandra
Hospital over many years. A new Spinal Unit has been planned at this
hospital. A Unit has been cstablished in Brishane for specialized
rehabalitaton of post-neurdsurgecal cases, mainly head inpury.

A nuember of amputation clinics have been established a1 boah
metropolditan and counry hospitals. The Hmb-fiting services atvend
these climies, The increasing use of temporary prosthetic devices
facilitates early mohilization and hospital discharge. Bio-cngineers are
alsp pow invelved in rehabiliation. helping with the special aids and
equipmeni requirements of the disabled.

A Spina Bifida Clinic was extablished ai the Royal Children®s
Huospital this vear.

The Alernate Living Services, a programme developed by the
Intellectisal Handicap Servior and recendly paloted by the Service in
Ipswich and Brishane, is developing more Nexible accommaodation
options 10 meet the meeds of all incellecinally kandicapped adulis. The
programme recognizes that communily biving i the right of all
intellectually  handicapped people. It recognizes the individuals
training necds and the level of staffing support he or she reguires (o
live in the community are determined from that assessment, and the
Faciliny is se1 up accordingly.

During this year, the programme has achieved recognition from
the Mational Advisory Council for the Handicappead when officers of
Imellectual Handicap Services, in conjunction with Kelvin Crove
College of Advanced Education, have been successful in oblaining a
Research Grani io evaluate masdels of residential Gare.

With = furihering of opportunities for independence, mcreaied
opions and the availability of training for commundly living., the
Imtellectual Handicap Services Branch has been concerned (o see a
review of the begal statis of the imelectually handicapped person, A
working pany of Departmental officers has continued to meet to
review legislation.

The formation of the Queensland Consultative Commitiee on
Rehabilitation was med i lasl year’s repon. The Commities, with
represcntatives (rom Siate and Commonweahh Depanments and
from non-Ceovernment orgamizations, has as its main terms of
reference 10 advise the Honourable the Minster of Health on the co-
ordination of the rehabilitation effort. The Commilles maintains
close links with the Mational Advisory Council for the Handicapped.
The Committes, which meets second-monthly, produced a report on
the handicapped school leaver during the year. The work of the
Commiiige has been overshadowed (0 an extent by the large number
of active International Year of Disabled Persons Sub-comeniliees
dicaling with all the major social Esoes for the disabled. It s
anticipated thar the Consuliative Committee will have a role in
consolidating the work of these Sub-committees after the completion
of the Infernational Year of Disabled Persons.



FOOD ACT 1981

A Bill o give effect to the Food Act 198] was introduaced imto the:
Oueeensland Parliament on 28th April, 1981, and passed the third
reading on 1dih May, 1981, The Bill received Roval Assent on 12ih
June, 98], and thus was born the Food Act 1981, which consoldares
and amends the provisions of the Mealth Ace 1937-1980 relating 1o the
preparation aml sale of food and makes provision for sccuring the
wholesomeness and purity of and fixing standards for food and for
other purposss insalar 35 Dodsl i3 concermed, Because the food of the
population of any country and the health of that popalaiion are
undenially linked, this Act and its supervision are of impornance 1o
cach and every person in Quecnsland. To enable the Act 1o be
comimenood a5 soon =< possible. the prepasation of necessary sub-
ordinate legislatko: e training of enforcement officers is mow
under way [o ensa. Tective administration of the Act from the
day of commencemcn.

Legislation on food in Australia  commenced  with  the
Aclabieration of Bread Act of New South Wales in 1838, In ihe
remaining vears of the 19h Century, the Australian Siates enacied
legistation bringing the control of food umder central bodies, Whilsa
ilie States relinguished cerlain of (hair powers and funcions 1w the
Commaenwealth with the advent of Federation in 1901, the provinge of
food legistation was one retained by the Simes. A conference held in
1910 betwoen State Health Departments and Commonwealth Gavern-
menl feowretentatives fesulied i recommendations on & sel of
standards and regulations for food being made 1o the respective
Departmvents of Health. However, comimeed changes by each State in
their food regulalions gave rise (o an increasing variation im the
standards (o foosd.

A recommendation of the Royal Commission on Health held in
1925 was that the Siaces transfer (o the Commonwealih the power to
legislate for the comrol of food and drugs. This was endorsed by a
conference of Heads of Suate Health Deparimemts held in 1927,
However, the recommendation of the 1923 Roval Commission did pot
eveminmie, because in 1929 a Royal Commission on the Consdilution
found that the Commonwealth had now powers to legislale on health
apart from matters such as imports and exports, irade and commerce
beiween the Stated and quaraniine,

Thee Federal Health Council was then esiablished for ihe purpose
of securing closer co-operation between the Commonwealih and State
Health Authorities, T 1937 thad Council becime the Mational Health
amnd Medical Research Council with expanded funcisons. One of these
lanctions was 1o advise the Commonwealth and State Governanents
on all matters of Public Health legislation and administration. The
Mational Health and Medical Research Council bas, over the inter-
veming years, continwed 1o be the chiel source of advice 1o Govern-
menls on health maners, including food standands, and he Council
has established a number of specialist commiess 10 assist it in this
work, There is no doubt that general acoeprance by the States of the
recommmendations of the National Healih and Medical Research
Council has led 1o a greater degree of uniformity in food standards
than kas ever befoge been achieved, However, the diversity of existing
Stare legislation contimees 10 contribuie 10 delays in implementing
these uniform food standards recommendad by the Mational Health
and Medical Research Council, and there remain many areas of non-
uniformity both in the content of standards apd in their interprelation
and administration.

The Foad Act 1981 has as its basis a Draft Bill produced as Model
Food Legislation by a joint Commonwealth/States Territory Working
Pariy appointed by o Conference of Commonwealih and State Health
Minigers held in Perth im 1975, Aa this tonference, the Healith
Ministers resolved that every endeavour should be made to have
umiform food law imiroduced throughout the whole of Ausiralia,
which con:epl has been an objective of Governments in this country ag
beast simce 1910, The existing system of non-uniform food Aas and
non-uniform food standards ereates grean difficuliy for the food
indusary 1o meet the varying requirements of the respective State,
Perritory and Federal Authorities, and is upsatisfactory from both a
public ealih and economic viewpint.

Tae Working Pary appointed by ihe Health Minister™s
Conference first met in Canberra on 4th May, 1976, and at various
stages of the Model Food Bill™s formulation consultations were held
with the Council of Australian Food Technology Associlions
(CAFTAD, the Food Industry Council of Australia (FICA) and the
Anstralian Federation of Consumer Organizations {AFCO). The final
acoeptable draft of the Model Bill was rebeased by the Working Pary
in June, 1980, Queensland s the firsl Sate 10 adopt a Food Aa
incorporating the provisions of the Moded Food Bill in the interest of
kesping alive this imponant measure 1o atain wniformiy in food law
throwghout Ausiralia.

The Foad Aet 1981 has been draflted in accosdance with
Oneeensland legislative practice and procedurcs, and thus appears in o
format somewhat different o that of the Model Foed Bill whils
retaining all of the painciplet of the Model Bill. It incledes adminis-
Lrakive provisions necessary for the enforcement of the At in Queens-
lznd and rerains all of the essential elements of exisiing legislation 1o
erisure that the adapiation of the Model Food Bill to Queensland's
requirements will resalt in no lowering of food siandards in this State.

STAFF

D . Kelly was promaied 10 the newly creared position of Healih
Officer (Special Services) as from 2nd Oxtober, 1930,

[r W, 1. Seith, Semior Medical Officer, was gramted’ special
leave of absence for the durntion of the 1981 scademic year to cnable
i to wmdertake the course of study beading o the Masters” Degree in
Public Health at the Univer-ity of Sydney.

Dr P. A. Stewari was appoinied Temporary Senfor Medical
Officer during the absence of Dr W. 1. Smith, and commenced duty
on Sth January, 1981,

D¢ D A, Smith was wransferred o the position of Medical
Officer, Division of Indusirial Medicine, upon his 1 .turn 1o Brisbane
after successfully compleiing the course leading 1o the Masters®
Degree in Public Health ar the University of Svdney.

I 1. 5% Richardson was appointed Health Officer (Hospitals)
following the transfer of Dr [ A, Smith and commenced duty on
16tk March, 1981.

Dr By, 1. A, Stuart resigned from the position of Medical Officer
(Traiming) as fmom 13ih December, 1980,

I 1. T. Ring was appoinied 1o the newly created position of
Medical Director, Cancer Registry, and commenced duty on léth
March, 1981,

Dr A, T, C. Bourke, Health Cfficer, was granted special leave 1o
accepd an appoiniment as a Senior Medical Officer to the staff of the
Epidemiology Depaniment @t the Central Instituie, Johannesburg.
The experience gained by Dy Bourke m the Instiiute will be of great
bemefit io himself and the Department.

Dr P. 5. ). Ellis resigred from the Laboratory of Microbiology
amnd Pathology on 1h January, 1981, where he was emploved as a
Temporary Medical Odficer.

Me F. . Bowling, Medical Laboratory Technologist Divisson 11,
Latoratory of Microbiology and Pathology, was awarded a Public
Healh Travelling Fellowship 1o visit laboratosies responsible for the
imrodection of mass meonatal screening programmes fof inbormn
errors of metabaolism and other congenital disorders in New Zealand,
Uniied States, Canada and LK.

Dr C, M. Evans was transferred {rom the position of Medical
Officer in Charge. Community Health Care, Mackay, to the position
of Medical Officer in Charge. Community Healih Cenre, Redcliffe,
a5 from dth December, 1980,

D H. T. Day commenced duty on 3rd Movember, 1980, as
Temporary Medical Officer, Division of QGeriairies, based an
Mambour.

[or Gi. H. Chapman commenced duty on |9th January, 1981, as
Medical Officer, Division of Geriarics, based an Maryborough.

D C. M. Webb resigned on 2158 Movember, 1980, from the
position of Medical Officer, [Rvision of Yourh Welfare and
Guidance, but was subsequently re-appointed in a part-time capacity.

Dr A. C. M. Paul was appointed Flying Surgeon, Roma, with the
commenoament of the expanded Flying Surgeon Service on 12th
Movemlser, 1980,

[ R.G. Finemore replaced Dr Paol as Flying Sorgeon,
Longreach, and commenced duty on 19th February, 1981,

Dr C. Zyp commenced duty as Medical Officer {Anaesthetist),
Flving Surgeon Service, Roma, on 15th January, 1981,

D M. J. Wohlfahn commenced duty as Medical Officer
:.z.;mumuiu}, Flying Surgeon Service, Longreach, on 16th March,
1951,

Mr E. V. Shaw resigned from the position of Adviser in Catering
Services on 2Tth February, 1981,

Mr R. G. C. J. Cuffe resigned from the position of Chiel
Inspecior of Environmental Sanihation on 4th May, 1980, afier 41
vears of service in the field of health inspection with this Depantment.

Mr H. R. Hassen was appointed Chiel Inspector of
Environmental Sanitation on 2rd Ocvober, 1980, 10 replace Mr Cufle.

Miss M. Hankinson commenced duty as Assistant Adviser in
Nursing on ITth January, 1981.

Miss J. A, Lengworth retived in February, 1981, having spenat the
Ias1 24 years in the office of the Director-General during which time
she was recognized for her efficicncy and her willingness 1o assist ot
only the Diredor-General and Deparimental siaff bui also hospiials
and meedical practitioners throughout the Siate,

CONGENITAL ABNORMALITIES REPORT

A Congenital Abnormalitkes Regisier was established on 151 July,
1980, Moiifications 1o ihe Register are volumary, amnd the
from hospitals and medical pracitioners wsing maternity hosplials has
been gratifying. Statistical data from the Queensland Register are
miade available to the MNational Perinatal Statistics Unit which hopes
to be-shonly in a position 1o provide Audtralan data 1o the Iater-
national Clearinghouse for Birth Defects Monboring Svstems. The
Queensland  data  are monitored by the Perinaial  Momality
Commitiee. As well, quarterly reports on the Register are supplied o
partickpating hospitals.
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TABLE |
ESTIMATED POPULATION OF AUSTRALIAM STATES AND PERCENTAGE OF AUSTRALIAN POPULATION IN EACH
STATE, 3l DECEMBER., 1971-19%0
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Papulation In every 100 male deaths, 45 died of heart disease or cerebrovis-

A preliminary estimate of population in Queensland at 3lst
December, 1980, was 2 275 700, The estimated increase during the
year 1980 was 62 700 of which 18 476 was natural sncrease. The
estimated population of the Brisbans Statistical Division ai Meh June,
1980, was 1 (028 930, 458 per cemt of the Queensland total. The
population density per square kilometre for (he Brisbane Statistical
Division is 334,07, for the remainder of Queensland 0.71: and for all
Queensland is 1.30 persons.

Births

During 1980, births registered in Queensland numbered 34 472,
223 less than in 1979,

Becanse the 1980 populatkon figures ane subject 1o revision, crsde
birth, marriage and death rares, which are caleulaed on mean
population, are also subject to revision.

The crede birth rate per 1 000 mean popelation fell from 16,0000
15.6in 1980,

TABLE 11
CRLDE BIRTH RATE (PER | 000 POPULATION}
s 1975 | 1976 | 1977 | 1978 | 1970 | 1980*
Commonrwealth of
Avstralin .............. 169 | W64 | 160 | 15,7 | 15.5 | 15.4
|| [re 17.5 | 16,7 | 16.3 | 159 | 160 | 15.4
Mew South Wales 166 [ 160 | 15.7 | 155 | 15.2] 154
Victoria ... 166 | 162 | 157 | 154 | 1500 15.0
South Ausiralin 160 | 150 | 150 | 14.4 | 143 | 14.2
Western Australia .......... 17.7 [ 17.7 | 17.3 | 169 | 16.5| 164
i 17.3 | 164 | 164 | 164 | 16.2] 159
18.4 | 17.8 | 17.2 | 16.3 | 16.7 t
Linsted Kingdom............ L2.5 [ 120 | 108 | 123§ 131 | 13.5
United Saaves of America 148 | 148 [ 153 ] 153 | 158 16.2
----------------------- IS8 | 156 | 155 ) 153 | 155 t

*Sebiect o revidgn,  1Pon gvadable.

There were 5 443 ex-nuptial binhs registered in 1980, This
represents 15,6 per cent of voqal binhs. Approximately 35.7 per cent of
the ex-nuptial births were 10 mothers aged 19 and under.

Marringes

Marriages registered in 1980 totalled 17 157 compared with
16 082 in 1979, the marriage rate being 7.6 per | 000 mean
population. There were | 942 males and 3 745 females aged under 21
married. OF these, I8 males and 389 females were aged under 18,

Deaihs

The number of deaths registered in 1980 for Queensland was
16 4%, giving a crude death rate of 7.3 per | 000 mean population. In
1979, the major causes of death were diseases of the heary (35,2 per
cent), malignant neoplasms, including neoplasms of the lympharic
and hzemaiopodetic fissue (197 per cenl) and vascular lesions
affecting the cemral nervous system (125 per ceni).

cular lesion, 20 of cancer and 8 of accident. In every 100 femake
deahs, the respective figures were 31, 19 and 4.
There were 3 muaternal deahs registered during 1979,

Table 11 compares crude death mates for Queensland, other
Siares and some overseas countries from 1973 1o 1980,

TABLE 111
CRUDE DEATH RATE (PER | 000 POPULATION)
— 19751 1976 | 1977 | 1978 | 1979 | 1920*
Commonwealth of
LATLTT ] [ T 78] BI| 7.7] 76 T4 74
T8 B2l 77| 11| 75| 1.3
B3 Eh| El LN | 1.6 T.B
7.9 B2 T.R 1.6 7.5 7.8
7.9 7.9 7.7 7.5 7.5 7.4
701 66| 64| 64 ) 6.3 6.5
TaASMANIA <anmrrswnmanasansann B3| 83| BO| BOD | 7.6 | 8O
Mew Tealand ..counmnansans Bl B2| 83| 79| 82| ¢t
United Kingdom .oweawnnnae [ 118 ] LEZ2 ] 1T | 109 | 02,0 | 020
United States of America B9| B9| BE| 88 | 87| 89
R R e e ek 7.4 7.3 7.2 7.3 7.1 1
Gl 10 Frvision.
POl rvalablc

Infant Moraliny

Infant deaths numbered 380 in 1979, OF these, 143 died during
the first day of life and 237 doring the first month, The infam
martality rate decreased from 129 n 1978 10 108 in 1979, The raic
for the Brishbane Statistical Division decreased from 110010 9.8, while
the rate for the remainder of the State decreased from 14.5 1o 11.6.
Infam morality rates for Queensland, or other States and certain
overseas countries are shown in Table [V.§

The causes of death of residents of Cueensland are shown in
Tahle V.

Think prailabde foef 960
TABLE IV

INFANT MORTALITY RATES (DEATHS UNDER ONE YEAR
FER ! 000 LIVEBIRTHS)

e 1974 ) 1978 | 1976 | 1977 | 1978 | 1979

Commaonwealth of

AUSRIA e Be 0 | 142 | D38 | 125 Q122 [ 114
Queensland ... 160 ) 15.0 | 15.2 | 1T [ 129 | (0.8
New South Walss 166 | 152 ] 047 | 122 129 (114
b - 5 PR 14.9 ] 13.0) 1.6 | 100 | 105 | 113
South Ausiralia, 1550 100 | 146 | 105 f122 | 9.0
Western Australi 62| 183 Ia2 122 J1nz | 12a
Tasmania. ..c.oooiee 16,6 | 183 | 0.5 | 14.7 | 143 | 141
Mew Fealand 155 ) 16.0) 139 | 142 | 138 t
United Kingdom 168 | 160 | 14.5 | 14.] t f
United States of A 16,7 | 160 | 152 | 140 | ¢ 1
CRNBAA ..o e emsemamanmen 150 ) 14.3) 135 |12.4 t ]
thios available,
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TABLE V
SHOWING CAUSES OF DEATHS REGISTERED IN QUEENSL&ND 1979
Cause of Death 1.C.D. Mo Males Females Total
Tuberculosas of Respardlory SPSIEM .o..oo.ovvisinnemsmmsrmrrrrrissaassssenisias 010012, 1370 4] B 14
Tl oAl ST oo R L G13=01%8, 1371=1374 2 2
Diphtheria........... a2 2 . -
Whooping Cough ... 033 : : o
D I e e ek g Tt e R Pl 037 i | 2
Acue I-"n:-l:u:-mmms 43 o S 3
B e b The T S L e 055 k 1 2
Viral Hepatitis ...... (171} 1 ; 1
Remainder of
Oither Infective and Parasitic Discases. .. 000-139 EL ELS 74
Aalignant Meoplasms .. |- 104 I 738 1211 2049
Meoplnsms of L :.lmrr!ham. arhd Hav:ﬂummlﬁu Tmut e e 200208 142 134 276
Meoplnsms, Benign and Other... o 200=2359 20 12 12
Diabeics Melliius, . 250 80 86 166
Oitheer Endescring, Nutulmml.l und Mnabﬂlw Dus:u.sﬁ 244-246, 251-279 EL) 35 T4
Anagmias ... 280-2R% 16 M 40
Other Illwzm uI'EEn-mJ :|rul H-!nod Fnrmlnn'Drg:tru...........................“ 286=289 14 1 25
Menial Disorders.. . — 20k=-X19 BT 6l 148
Pi lrala-mﬁlltnm e L ke | R 35 3 58
Other Diseases of Neu o Sﬁtcm and %ﬂw l."-'rsani - | 330-330, 3321-389 L3 45 10
Hypertemsioe Digetge o vianaaiens et e 401 =405 ik 106 169
Actite Myocardial InfARGHON ... ccacmmrererirririssanasssrsrrrisstnznsasnses e 410 2229 1 158 1 587
Oitker schaemic Heart Disease. .. i A10=414 758 549 1 307
O e BT b, o oo ras mi i i o R B s AM-438 £59 1192 2051
Remainder of
Orher Diseases of Clrculalony SYRem . o..o...oeoeseemromrrrssreesmmmsrerrenes 3459 GHE BET 1175
DI e vy S R L e s B e 457 1 4 7
Preumonia, .-'t'IIT} pc:. A% 486 195 178 k]
Bronchitis, Emphysema :md ﬁmlmu A-491 224 aR 93
Remainder of
Cither Discases of Respiratory System ... o A60-519 in o AT0
Diseases of Oesophagus, S1omach and DRI o T e 53537 b 47 111
Appendicitis... SH-543 2 3 ]
Iniestinal Dhmmmn:nd HL‘I'I'I-IB. S50-553, 560 22 20 42
Cirrhosis of Liver, AT1X, 5715 62 23 £3
Remainder of
(hher Daseascs of Digestive System .. SH-579 122 107 229
MNephritis, Nephrodic 'i:sndlmm:anl,l h‘cphmm e e R By e SED-589 .1 114 195
Infectbons of Kidney ... o 23 H 59
[Hseases of Male mumlum:m =608 15 i 15
Chher [Hseases of Genito- Llrmnrybys:nm SOL-599, 410620 29 L] 59
Complications of Pregnancy, Chibldbirth :mﬂ ll:u: I'm-pcrmm HI-AT6 o 3 3
[Mscases of Skin and Subasancous Tissue .. 6E0-T09 i 4 7
DHszases of Musculbpskeletal S::.f-l.tmand Cunnn::anmu:- T0-739 2B 48 Th
Congenital Apomalies .. Td0-759 91 &8 181
Cerain Causes of P‘mnm:l Mnrla.lll:.' T60-T79 823 ™ 162
Senility withous mention of Psychosis. .. 797 4 11 20
Symptoms of H-Defined Conditions .. TRO-T0G, THE-THS 34 13 &7
Motor Vehicle Traffic Accidenis ... BI0-819 465 166 63%
ARHIETHAL Falls «covivosinsasinnmssmnssrasenn .| 8s0-88s L] ™ 148
Avcendental Drowning and SubMmeersion . .om e nsnamsssmsnsrrianssasssessssssannesnsnes | S0 68 15 3
Remainder of
(Hiher Accidents .. BOM)-5149 1922 54 246
Suncide ancd Self- |Ilﬂbﬂﬂ] In]ur;t RN QG 210 &% 204
Homicide and Injury Purposely Inl’lll:hu,lb‘_l,-ﬂmn P-:r:lq:m:. LU L] 26 4 40
Oilher Exeernal Catses of IAJIY oo oooooooaosiccorsrinsmas e mteeres - SIS 15 7 2
B T B Y R T 9 195 6 993 16 188

Drcarses ol 1he arculstony visrm, monl of which were degenersenos liuone of the hean and oesad nrevau vpugm. wine eeyponmibiis for 52 per omi of all deacba. Numben of thase oooer s old

people and hens are al prerent lanpely waaycidabde. Howeved, an incfeaing numbor of deathn due Ba ichacmmg et dicises are aodenting is msles.
Trcsass many maddie-agod mon S0 ranight and arg Beany amekdrs, both ol shich a0t known s s eass th prohsbaliny of drath, Canor accountod So 180 pe oot of deaihs

i e or vehsle bradliac acoxdenis nembired £15 (81% in 1975)
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MEDICAL ADMINISTRATION

Deputy Director-General of Health and Medical Services: C. K. BRENMAN, M.RB., B.5.(0QId.), D.PM.{Melb.),
M.R.C.Bsych.(Lond.), F.R.AN.Z.C.P., F.RA.CMA., FA.LP.A.

Senior Health Officer: 1. A. MUSGRAVE, M.B., B.5.(Qld.), D.T.M.&H.(Syd.)

Health Officer: D. KELLY, A M., M.B., B.S.(Qld.), F.R.A.C.G.P., Dip Ven.{Lond.)

Health Officer (Hospitals): D, A. SMITH, M.B., B.5.(Qld.) (1o 5-11-80)
J. 5. RICHARDSON, M.B., B.5.(Melb.), D.P.H.(Syd.), D.Obst. R.C.0.G. {from

16-3-81)

Senior Medical Officer: W. J. SMITH, M.B., B.S.(Qld.)

Medical Officer (Training): D. 1. A, STUART, M.B., B.S.(QId.) (to 12-12-800

Medical Officer (Training): R. L. STABLE, M.B., B.S.(Qld.) {from 5-1-81)

Director of Rehabilitation Services: P. H. HOPKINS, M.B., B.5.(Qld.), F.R.C.5.(Edin.), F.R.A.C.5.
Director of Cancer Registry: 1. T. RING, M.B., B.S.(Svd.), M.P.H.{U.5.A.), M.5¢.(U.K.) (from 16-3-81)

ADVISORY SERVICES

Adviser in Mutrition and Dietetics: 1. BREAKEY, D.M.F.5., Ceri.Diet., T.T.T.C.
Advizer in Occupational Therapy: R. M. READ, B.Oce. Thy.(Qld.)
Adviger in Pharmacy: F. RYAN, Ph.C., M.P.5., F.5. H.P., A ALM.

Adviser in Sterilizing Services: D. FRIEND, B.5c.

FLYING SURGEON SERVICE—=LONGREACH

Flying Surgeon: A. C. M. PAUL, M.B., B.5.{Qld.}), F.R.A.C.5. (1o 11-11-80)
R. FINEMORE, M.B., B.5.(Qld.), F.R.A.C.5.(Eng.}), F.R.A.C.5. (from 19-2-81)
Medical Officer (Anaesthetist): B, LISTER, M.B., B.5.(Q1d.) (to 12-1-81)
M. J. WOLFAHRT, M.B., B.S.(Qld.) (from 5-1-81)

FLYING SURGEOXN SERVICE—ROMA

Flying Surgeon: A. C. M. PAUL, M.B., B.5.(Qld.), F.R.A.C.5. (from 12-11-80)
Medical Officer: C. ZYP, M.B., B.5.(Qld.), F.F.A., R.AC.5. (from 15-1-81)

AERIAL AMBULANCE

Following the report of the Ad Hoe Committee on Aerial
Ambubance and Rural Health Services, the Government decided to
invile private aircraft operators to submii tenders for the appoint ment
as aviation broker, the successful tenderer 10 be responsible for
making transpori armangements for air ambulance activities ihrough-
ouwi the Siaie except in the area covered by the Roval Flying Docror
Service based on Caimns. A recommendation is abowt 10 be presented
following which a contract will e signed with the successful 1enderer
for a trial period of 2 vears. Following evaluation of the new aerial
ambulance system, further recommendations will be made.

This new scheme will provide a free service for public hospital
patients being iransferred between hospitals by air, L will only be
used, however, where surface transpon is considered detrimental 10
the patient. Guidelines are being finalized 1o assist those responsible
for authorizing patkent cransfer by air as well as separate guidelines for
ipecial cases involving the use of helicopiers.

QUEENSLAND CANCER REGISTRY

Freparation for the establishmem of the Queenstand Cancer
Registry is now well advanced, and the Registry is expected 1o
commence data collection in 1982, The Heallth Acts have been
amended 10 provide lor relurns on cancer patients (o be furnished
from public and privare hospitals and nursing homes, and from
pathology laboratories whenever a pathology examination indicares
CAOET .

The initial saaff of the Registry have now been appointed and are
involved in irnining. preparation of processing systems, and laison
with hospital Inbosatories and nursing homes. The design of the data
form has been finalized and is baded on the forms used in oiher Aus-
tralian States and on the recommendations of the World Health
Organization. The design of the computer processing syslem has been
completed, and detailed programming work is o commence shosly.

CO-ORDINATING COMMITTEE ON CHILD ABUSE

The Co-ordinating Commities on Child Abuse has continued 10
monitos the complete range of issues relating 1o child abuse and child
protection in Queensland. The major task in hand is the organization,
by the Depantmsent of Healih, of the Second Australasian Conference
on Child Abuse to be held in Brisbane in Sepiember, 1981,

The Co-ordinating Committee has formulated a Conference
Planning Commiites consisting of representatives from the Depan-
ments of Health, Welfare Services and Police under the Chairmanship
of an officer of the Department of Health. A firm of Conference Con-
sultanis has been appointed to assis in the conference organizatioen.

The Co-ordinating Committec has set up working parties 1o
review the 5.0 AN, cam operations throughoun Queensland tha
were inirodueced in mid-1980. An extensive guesiionnaire has been
circulated 1o members of S5.C.A N, teams (i.e. amhorized persons)
and a report will be prepared prior 1o the Conference on Child Abuse.
A funher working party 10 leok ino all aspects of sexual abuse in
children has been set up by the Co-ordinating Committee and 1owards
this end, a semimar of appropriate experts in the ficld has been called
for early August, 1981,

ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON THE CARE OF THE AGED

The Advisory Committes has had a very active year implementing
s terms of reference 1o advise on all aspects of care of the aged.

Waorking Parties with a broad membership, including
representatives of the voluntary seetor providing services amd
facilities, State and Commonwealih Government Departments.
private individuals, private nursing homes, Family Medicne Pro-
gramme, i, completed reports on a wide range of topics which have
bheen compiled s the First Consolidated Report of the Advisory
Commitice on the care of the Aged.

The report contains chaprers on the Role of Community-Based
Programmes, Provision of Domiciliary Care, Community Education,
Haousing and Accommodation for Elderly People, Transport, Nursing
Home Care, Paychogeriatric Care, Ethnic Communities, Aboriginal
Popubation, the Aged in Handicapped Groups, Visual lmpairment
anid Deafness in the Elderly, and Medical Education.

The completed report s now before Cabinet.

HOSPITAL DRUGS AND EQUIFMENT ADVISORY COUNCIL

The Hospital Drugs and Equipment Advisory Council, on which
there are  fepresentatives  from  the Depanment of Health,
Metropalitan amd Country Hospitals apd the University of Queens-
land, continues 1o be responsible for policy decisions on the supply of
equipment and dmgs 1o Queensland hosphials and imstitutions.,

Council ks assisted in its deliberations by Standing Commiltees in
the relevamt ficlds of Biomedscal Engineering, Hospital Furniiure,
Dirugs, Metropoliian and Country Fathology Services, Medical and
Surgical Equipment, Sterilization Services and Radiological Services.



Adwice s also given o State S1ones Board on the acceptance of
quetations fog purchase of individieal lems and those prodiscts which
in the opinion of Council should be placed on verm comracts, thus
reducing prices and delays in supply.

COMMITTEE OF REVIEW OF AMBULANCE SERVICES
The report of this Commities was submilted in December and
later tabled in Parliament. It has been made available for public

discussion and ciroulated widely 1o the media and persons having a
legitimate interest.

The recommendations of the report cover a wide range of areas
including questions of re-organization, altered linancial arrange-
menrs, the inmraduction of wniform standards of training and
standardization of motor vehicles and equipment. 11 recommencds that
the ambulance service should retain ity erganizational indepemidence
and not become incorporated into cither the Public Service system or
the State Hospital system but should be controlled and governed by a
ceniral body with Ambulance Superintendents being in charge of
administration and operations throughout the $ate, with responsi-
bility 10 a divisional level and thence 10 a ceniral executive.

Adver due 1ime has been allowed for public comment, further
consideration will B¢ given 10 the repont in relation to the policies
which should be adopied.

PRIVATE HOSPITALS ANID NURSING HOMES

Co-ordinating  Commitiees,  comprising  Stale and
Commonwealih Cfficers, examine all applications 1o erect mew
Muarsing Homes and Privaie Hospitals or 10 coend already existing
siruciures.

Deparnmental Officers are involved with these buildings from the
examination of the original plans, the approval thereof and the
inspection and approval for licensing of .he completed bailding.

Thereafter, all aspects of delivery of care 1o the socupants is
regulated for by this Depaniment, and regalar inspections are carried
out by Officers 1o ensure that a high standard of care is maimained.

In 1950-81, there were 144 inspections of Nursing Homes under
Departmental contral and 49 inspections of private hospitals.

In the same period, 240 new Muersing Home beds and 128
additional Private Hospital beds were licensed.

REHABILITATION SERVICES
Director of Rehabilitation Services: Dr P. H. HOPKINS, F.R.C.5.(E), F.R. H.C.5.

The Director has been principally concerned with advising on
effective wilisation and co-ordination of rehabilitative 1vpe services at
bhoth hospiia! and community health level. The work i the re-
habilitation area has necessarily significant mvolvement with other
Government  Depariments and  voluntary agencies dealing with
disabled people. The Director, Rehabilitation Services was appointed

& member of the Queensland MNational Fitness Council for Sport and
Recreation in April, 1981, He will be acting as Chairman of the
Committee for Recreation for the Handicapped which i a Sub-
Commities of thi MNational Fiiness Council. The International Year of
Disabled Persons was a major concern inthe current year.

STERILIZING SERVICES
Adviser in Sterilizing Services: Mr D, W, Friend, B.5¢c., 5.T.C.

EIVUCATION

Education of personnel working in Sterile Supply Servioes in
Quecnsland Public Hospitals is the goal towards which the Adviser in
Sterilizing Services conlinues 1o work. A greater undersanding of
procedures, materials and  equipment  associated with  hospital
sterilization and disimfection by both the people actually working in
these areas and by the supervisors who must bear the respomsibility for
mainienanes of high samdards here is being sought, Sech sducaion i3
absalutely necessary before greater acceprance by admindsirators
comes aboul of the practical cantribution thal improved sterilizing
servipes makes towards hodpital patsent care.

HOSFITAL VISITS AND EDUCATION

To these ends the Adviser has continwed 10 visin hospitals widely
spread throughout the State, giving on-lhe.apol lectures and advice 1o
staffl working in and responsible for the sterilizing equipment and
services in those hospitals. Furthermore, lemperatune penetration iesis
of typical packs during actual steam sterilization have been done, and
information =0 gained has been especially useful in both aducation
aml advice-giving by ithe Adviser during visits to each hospital.

COLLABDRATIVE EDUCATIONAL WEEK

The Adviser has continued also to be involved with The Quecns-
land Sociery of Sterilizing and Disinfection, the voluntary body of
people from Queensland Hospitals who are abso imerested im
furthering the standards of hospial sterilizing services, During the
vear the society, with adminisrative sanction and assistance by the
Department, organired an educational weck for hospital sterilizing
department supervisors which was most successful, Many supervisors
who in Queensland are nuegsing staff aiended from across ihe State.
The five days of keciunes, practical visiis and demonsiratiens did much
1o draw together these people responsible for sterilizing services,
raizing their awareness of the common goal towards which the quality
of serilizing serviges is improving,

NEW CENTRAL STERILE SERVICE DEPARTMENTS

Crueensland hospirals sterilizing services range in extent according
o hospital sipe, and the Adviser has been involved with all iypes from
refie outpatient clinies 1o Central Sterile Service Departments in
major hospitals. During ithe vear, new purpose-designed C.5.5.0'
have begun operation in four major hospitals, and a fanher two will
soon begin supplying services 1o their respective hodpitals, Moreover,
the Adviser has also liaksed with the architecs for various hospiral
projecis iowards most appropriace C.5.5.0. design in hospitals bath
small and large.

Sanffing of these depanments continwess to present problems,
both in C.5.5. 0, establishment nembers Cailing 10 meet all workboad
demands and desired standards, and through ihe mobility of nursing
staff within a hospital imposing extra on-the-job training demands on
C.E.5. D, Charge Nurses or Supervizors, Mew C.5.5.0% will not be
able 1o function effectively until these problems are met.

EQUIFMENT AND MATERIALS IN STERILIZING SERVICES

The Adviser r 1y makes rece lations concerning State
Saores Board Contracts for disinfectants, auteclave tapes, heat scaling
machinery and sterilizing packaging materials, and in assessing the
reliablbe anainment of mininaam sterilization or sanilization standards
in machinery being bought for these purposes, Packaging material
porosily 1esting apparaiss has been acquired and its value towards
selection of good quality packaging materials for C.5.5 D, use has
been realized.

COMMITTEES

The Limen Standardization Committee completed its recom-
mendations during the vear: the Stenilization Committes, of which the
Advizer is Seerenary, has made various recommendations on C.5.5.0,
equipment and hospiial disinfeciant usage: and the Adviser has been
the Departmental represeniziive an several meetings during the year of
the Packaging for Sterilization Committes (PK/18) of the Standards
Asadcuaiion of Awnsiralia.

OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY
Adviser in Occupational Therapy: Miss RUTH M. READ, B.Occ. Thy.(Qld.)

Mew oocupational therapy servioss have been commenced ot
Cueen Elizabeth 11 Hospital an Coopers Plains: the Gerdatric Unit and
Dy Hospital at Ipswich Hospital; and the Geriatric Assessment Linit
al the Prince Charles Hospital; Mackay Hespital; and Longreach
part-time. In some other areas, support stalf positions have been
converied 10 professional staff positions.

Unfortunately, *Eventide Home'', Rockbamplon, and Mosman
Hall, Charters Towers, (ailed 1o attrac suiable applicants for full-

time positions, and Innisfail and Roma Hospials for pari-time
positions, This was in spite of a trend towards an oversupply of
therapists brought about by the combination of local new graduates,
inierstaie graduntes and overseas therapisis, particularly New
Lealanders and therapiss from Britain, competing for employment.

The Eleventh Faderal Conference of the Australian Associalion
of Occupational Therapists “'Rapport 19890%°, held i Hobam, was
aftended by iwo Official Deparimental Delegates and a number of
other Queensland Occupational Therapists.



Cne paper, in particular, reflecied the current economic situation
in that ii illustraied a change in rehabiliiation goals for a group of
mildly disabled persons, Their programme covered such aspects o
learning to accept pain and disability; kearning 10 accept the changed
hifestvle of “early retirement””; survival on a redwoed noome; how 0
supplement  an  income; robe  reversal;  voluntary  work; and
involvement in communily aclivities.

The importance of keeping accurate clearly expressed and
adequate records was sressed as this reflects (he abiliny of the
therapist 1o plan preciscly, and allows for review and evaluation of
programmes as well as abding in research. Professional accouniability
was (urther elaborated upon in discussions relating 1o peer review and
quality assurance,

The notion of “*mobilily housing™ as distingt from special
housing was presented by an internntional speaker. It was claimed thag
for many people with a disability, an ordinary house which is well
designed and convenienily planned with no sieps or siairs o be
negotiated is all shat i mecessary. This conclusion can have
significance for housing authoritics planning 16 make provision for
disabled members of the commumity,

The year 1981, being the International Year of Disabled Persons,
has had implications for the Adviser, for ather {ccupational
Therapists and those whose work relates 1o rehabiliation services.
Hepresentatives from major Meropolian Occupational Therapy
Departmenls have prepared a series of display boards and colour
traniparency sets relating o Uthe management of swch potentially
disabling conditions & stroke, anhrits, back injury and coronary
leart discase. These are 10 be pecsented om a rolational basis in
Hospiial Quipatient Depanments,

The Adviser has been called upon o speak 10 & number of
communily groups on the use of aids and assisiive devices, and the
value of & centrally located aids display and information service, The
disabled themselves, their friends and relatives, and those pro-
fessiomally concerned with their care all would bencfil from swech a
centre. It is anticipated that by the conclusion of the International
Year, this service will be available w Queenilanders from The
Independent Living Centre locaied at the Repatriation Ceneral
Huospital, Greenslopes.

Agtive participation kas been maimained on the Recreation for
the Hamdicapped Sub-Committee of the Queensland Mational Fitmess
Council for sport and Physical Recreation. A majos initiative has been
the production of & film ilestrating the wide range of exciting amd
challenging leisure-time activitics, appropriate to the Coeensland
environment and Life sivle, thal can be participated in by peopbe with
wariows disabilities. Therapisis and their cliemts should find this a
worthwhile additional resource.

Wisits have been made 1o hospitals, community health services
cenires and institutions in the Brishane Mearopolitan Area, Ipswich,
Gold Coast and provincial areas from Atherton and Cairms o

TABLE VI
QUEEMNSLAND MALARIA CASES—1975- 980

Rockhampton and Gladstone. Assistance has been given in the
preparation of plans, equipmend lisis and siafl establishmenis foe
Occupational Therapy Depariments in new  developments  and
reconsiructbons.

The Adwiser has continsed to maintain  comact  with
Occupational Therapy students at the University of Cuecnsland by
giving loctures on the administrative responsibilities of therapisis and
discussing job opportunities with those approaching graduation.

The Adviser attended zs of the land Consubative
Committee on Rehabilitation m the capacity of Secrctary and was a
Departmental representative o the Interdeparimental  Advisory
Committee on Therapy and Socal Waork Services in Schools, the
Waorking Fany on Permanent Care Facilities for the young chronic
sick and is the Chairman of the Occupational Therapiss Board of
Cueensland. Assistance was given 10 the Working Group on Rehabili-
lation Facilities in relation (o requiremsnis for Occupational Therapy
Departments in insilwlions of varying capacity.

MALAKILA

Malaria cased have contimued (o increase in incidence during 1950
when 200 cases were notified (Table VI Two cases were classified as
“impodduced" . One was a case of P, falcipersm malaria at Moa lsland
im January, and the oaher, & case of P wivax malasia 31 Darnley 1iland
i August.

In the Firss case, a full investigation was carried oul at St Paual's,
Kubin and Badu to race the source, and measures were taken to
prevent possible rramsmission. Qe hundred and eightoen premises
were sprayed with DDT ressdual deposing, and 495 persons wene
screened by blood film examination and received presumpiive
treatment. Spleen surveys of youmger childeen were carried oul.
Alithough no definite source of infection was o d, there were
strong indications that the source case had travelled from Papua Mew
Ciuinea on board a vessel which had recently visated the Island.

In the second case at Darnley Island, a similar exercise was
iniluded, amd in cach event no further cases evenluated and trang-
mission of malaria was successfully imerrupred.

These mtroduced cases illustrate the continuing vulnerability of
these Islands and their high degree af receptivity to the reintroduction
of makaria, This fisk will cominuse Because of the traditional patterns
of movement of the people who residle in the area habitsally travelling
hetween Papua Mew Guinea and the slands. It will be necessary to
continue o high level of vigilance operations there for o long lime to
SO,

The other 198 cases notilied during 1980 were contracied outside
Anstralia. OF these, 100 were contracted in Papua New Guinea, 67 in
South-East Asia and 28 elsewhere, with five cases being of unknown
origin (Table ¥1I). The other sources of imported cases were Solomon
Islands, Mew Hebrides (Vanuatw), Central Amserica, Muddle Eas,
Kenya, Philippines and Incdia.

In 1980, 53 malaria nodifications in this S1ae were of cases in
Vietnamese reflugees, and of these all were cases of P wivax malaria
excepd for one case of P, falcipannm malaria, This ligure is compared

VeAr wilh a tal of eight cases of malaria in Vietnamese during 1979, The
influx of cases in this group is entirely responsible for the change in
o incidence of malaria from 1979 (o 1980 (Table V1)

i iz | DA L [ (Bl s There were only four cases of malaria moified in Torres Strai
o T 1 & 4 o 169 Islanders during 1980 compared with 28 in 1979, This means that there
P. falcipanog .. 9 1 12 2 61 30 has been a continuing imcrease in cases in retamed Awstralian
P ke ; ressdents amd travellers from overseas.,

& P owivay. .. 0 0 o 2 3 o While there were 61 notifications of P, fofoiporcer malaria in
P. mglariee..... 0 i) o 2 1 o 1979, the number dropped 10 30 10 1920, Twenty-three of these were
Poavale ......ue (1] 1] 1 o (1] ] comracted in Papun New Guinea (Table VIIL. In the first 7 months in
Unkmown ....... 1 2 vl 0 o 1 1981, there have already been 29 cases of P faloipevcn malaria

reporied, 25 being from Papua New Guinea, P finleiperon malaria is

Touwls. ... . 05 an oF] &0 T M ofien fatal, and many cases conteacted in Papua Mew Guinea are

chlosoquine-resisiant.
TABLE ViI
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The Depanment is conscious of the need Lo maimntain the alemness
of the medical profession and public to the ever-present risk of
malaria for persons travelling overseas in tropical countries and the
special imponance of the rsk of relnroduction of malaria into this
coumiry, Becently, the World Health Organization declared Ausiralia
1o be malaria-free, and this provides a furnher incemive o mamiain
this impartani saius. To assis the medical profession, the Depart-

ment of Heallh has recently circulated a detabled booklar on the
management of malaria in Queenstand in onder 1o provide up-to-date
guidelines for medical practitioncrs on both clinical and preventive
aspects of malaria management in the State.

Collaboration with the Commaenweakih Instilme of Healith for
ke purpose of mainiaining the Matkonal Register of malaria cases is
conlinging.

PHARMACY
Adviser in Pharmacy: Mr F. RYAN, Ph.C., B.H.A., F5.H.P., M.P.5., A H.A., A A LM,

PHARMACY SERYVICES

A pharmncist posilion was crealed at Her MWapesty's Prison,
Brishame, during 1980 and a pharmacisl was duly appoanted o
provide o pharmacy service ot the Prison hospatal,

Positions for pharmacisis were also crealed in cerfain @xiions of
the Division of Psychiatric Services. Thess were an Assistant Phar-
ihacast’s pasition ar Baillic Henderson Hospital, Toowosomba, and 3
Pharmacist-in-Charge and an Assistant Pharmagist ai the Mary Sircet
Fraychiatric Clinic and Stones Cormer Psychiatric Clinic, Brisbane.
Planning s continuing for Murther development in this importan arca
af diig therapy,

Wik the opsning of the new hospital unit a1 Eventids Home for
the Aped, Sandgate, an addilional Pharmacist position was approved
for that establishment in order 10 allow ward pharmacy services ta be
intnosdhiced.

A Queeen Elizatenh 11 Jubilse Hospital, 1wo Pharmacisis were
appointed 1o the siafifl during the vear in order 1o provide ihe phar-
macewlical regquirements for inpatients and oulpatients atending the
new hospital complex. A clinical pharmacy service is planned for that
hiospdial.

A Dyug Information Service was approved for Queeensland Staie
hospitals with the Stace Drug Information Cenire being located af the
Royal Briskane Hospital Pharmacy Department. A pharmacist was
appeinted 10 establish the Centre which is currently being developed
10 provide o service 1o all Siate hospitals and insiitations and fo be
linked by computer with the Commonwenlth Department of Healibh™s
Mational Drug Information Service,

The sessional pharmacy service an the Blackall Hospital has
opsrated successfully under the direction of the local private proctice
pharmacist, Mr C. Bonner. This has been a pilod project which may be
wsed as & model for further services of this type in rural areas.

A vishl was made during the vear by the Adviser in Pharmacy 1o
gerimEic instiutions in Tasmandia, Victonia and the Ansiralian Capatal
Terrivory in order to investigate the dreg disiribution methods in use,
A report was prepared s a basis for the introdection of a ward
pharmacy service in Queensland Homees for the Aged.

DEPARTMENTAL COMFERENCE FOR HOSPITAL
FHARMACISTS

A conference for Phamacists in charge from all State hospitals
amd instiutions was condiscted im the Administration Building.
Pepanment of Health, Brishanc, in Ooober, 1980,

Thhis was the second Conference of this type to be held, and it was
anended by over 30 pharmacksts from various pans of Queensland.

The vwo-day programme dealt with several aspects of pro-
fessional practice such as towal parenteral nutrition, oompers in
rharmacy, drug infermation, clipical pharmacy amd cuipatienis
sErvices.,

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES

Linison with the official pharmacewtical organizations, both
State and Federal, was continusd.

The Adviser in Pharmacy was in attendance ag the Cenfenary
Conference of the Pharmaceuntical Society of Queensland on the Gold
Coast in September, 1980, and ar the Conferences of the Queensland
Branch of the Society of Hospatal Pharmacists of Ausiralia and the
Pharmaceatical Asseciation of Australia and Mew Zealand which
were conducted in conjunction with the Centenary Conference.

The Queensland Branch of the Pharmacy Guild of Australia
conducted a campaign in the Managemvent of Medicines during the
year. The Adviser in Pharmacy attended the official launching of the
campaign by the Honourable the Minister for Health, Mr B. Austin.

Among the professional activities in which the Adviser in
Pharmacy was involved were the following:—
Chairman, The Minister's Pharmacy Advisory Commiltee;
Exccutive Secretary, Queensland Hospitals Drug Advisory
Commlimes;
Queenstand  Bepresemarive,  Mational Therapeutic  Goods
Commintes;
Member, Pharmacy Board of Queensland:
Member, Depanment of Health Polsons Discussion Group;
Consulian on Drugs and Pharmaceutbeals, Siare Svores Board.
As Executive Secretary of the Cueensland Hospiials Drug
Advisery Commilles, the Adviser in Pharmacy wai responsible for
1he pablication of the 1981 edition of the Standard Drug List for
Crueensland Hospizals.

During 1980, the Adviser in Pharmacy was awarded the Allen
and Hanbury Medal for Merit by the Society of Hospital Pharmasisis
of Ausiralin For services to the profession in the feld of post-graduate
education in hospital pharmacy,

As the recipient of an Ausiralia-Japan Travel Giramt, the Adviser
in Fharmacy undertook a stwdy tour 10 Japan in August, 15980, during
which he visited hospitals, universities and colleges of pharmacy in
that cosmey. He prescated a paper on pharmacy practice in Australia
al the #ah Asion Congress of Pharmaceutical Scicnoes in Kyolo,
Japan.

AL the $1a AN Z A A S Congress in Brishbane in 1981, the
Adviser in Pharmacy presenied a paper in the Pharmaceulical
Sciences Scction on Clinical Pharmacy Practice. He was a member of
the co-ordinating commies for the Congress.

Meetings with e Chiel Pharmacists from the merropolitan
teachimg hospitals were introdwoed this vear for discussions on various
aspeets of professional practice.

Projecis were underiaken in comjunction with olher sections of
the Departmem of Health and these were principally the Section of
Dirugs and Poisons, Division of Public Health Supervision, amd the
Divissons af School Health Services, Piychiatnie Services, Nursing,
Geeriatries, and Health Education and | fonmalion.

Dhscniabons were held with technical stafl regarding model guide-
limes for hospital phasmacy design and layout, and specifications for
ciyuipment to be wsed in drig distribution syspems.,

The Adviser in Phanmacy continued to laise dosely with the
Depanment of Pharmacy, University of Queoensland, on matters
relating o studen oducation and gradusic training.

MUTRITION AND DIETETICS
Adviser in Mutrition and Dietetics: Mrs 1. BREAKEY, D.N.F.S., Cert.Diet., T.T.T.C.

METETIC SERVICES IN QUEENSLAND

The Adviser in Muirition and Digdetics has sagled Cairng, Towns-
wille, Mackay, Rockhampton, Warwick and Metropolitan Hospitals.
Theese visits provided information on current services both Tor normal
and spoaal diets in hospatals, and prosvasson of nutrition information
in (he commmunity. Dietitans in othier Gfeas were seat relevanl new
nformatkon, Reguesis for safl esablishments of increases wiere
assessedd and information was provided for intersiate and overseas
people secking employment. The her of dictitians employed in
Cueemnsland Hospitals o 3mh June, 1981, is as follwg=—

L i1
Ravyal Children®s Hospital . )

Royal Brisbane Hospiial ..o e snianssssssssvisinnansann e
Raoval Women's Hospata

Princess Alexandra Hospital . o i)
Prince Chardes Hlospilal ... ooussrssnnsnssnusss s s @

GOl COait L. . .o e s nn
Redehifle. . .uuien
Ipsrichic e e e
Queen Elimbeath I ..
Cairms Hospial ...
Townsville.......
Rockhampion ..
Toowoomba ...
MOUNE 152 .. coe e eem e

— e e e

HOSPITAL FOOIY SERYICES
Where hospital food services are receiving atiention, digfilians
are involved re nuiritional aspects. Hospital Boards have been advised
of a clarification of the role of dictitians so they are more effectively
utilized.
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IS TROIVUCT I Also allocared 1o the Division from Healith and Medical Services

The Davision has continued its major roles of surveillance,
investigation and control of illness and disease, as well as being
actively involved n many aipects of disease prevention amd the
maintenarce of kigh levels of public health.

The co-operation of numerous Organiralions 15 necessary in onder
that the Divison's varions programaics can procesd. In paricular, the
assistance is gratefully acknowledged of the Governmsent Chembeal
Laboralory; the Laboratory of Microbiology and Pathology: the
Commonwealth Health Laboratories: the Departments of Primary
Industries: Local Government and Harbours and Marise: the Ouicens-
land Fisheries Services; the Queensland Fish Board; the Commeon-
wealth Department of Health and the Bureau of Customs; and the
varbeus Local Authoriiies of Queensland.

It has become increasingly appareat that there is mow a consider-
able public awareness of many health lssises, not only in the long-
esrablished feld of preventive meedicing which has for somie fime
artracted considerable public attention, but also in the environmental,
food standands and drug surveillance areas. The time associated with
servicing this interest, in addition to the regular work demands of the
various Sections and importam special projects, such as cholera
surveillamce, has placed a substantially increased workload on (he
Division.

STAFF AND GENERAL

The siaffl of the Division consists of one Medical Cfficer (the
irecior). three Chiel Health Imspectors, four Senior Health
Inspectors, seven District Health Inspectors, one Special Health
Inspecior, 22 diviston 1 Healih Inspectors, one Inipector (Fish
Markets), 12 division I Health Inspectors, 14/Technical Assistants
{Healilh Inspection), one Clerk, three Stenographers, one Clerk Typist
and two Clericnl Assisiants, Two positions of Technical Assistan

are one Medical Officer, one pan-time Medical Officer. one Secretary
to the Darector-Gieneral of Health and Medical Services, ane Clerk
iAdministrationy, five Clerks, one Supervising Stenographer, three
Sgenographers, two Clerk Typists, one Clerical Assisiant and four
Cieneral Assistanis,

Me R, C. G, ). Cuaffe, Chief Inspector of Environmenial
Sanitation, resigned on Ath July, 1980, afier 41 years of service in the
field of Healih inspection in this Depariment. He was appointed a
Cader, Health and Medical Branch, on 15-12-3% and during his period
of service with this Department served 4 vears in the Australian Army
during Woeld War 11,

Mr ). A, Fuerst, Clerk, retired on 5-7-80 after completing 18
years” service in the Department of Health. Mr B_ 1. Miles resigned 1o
take up a Local Authornity appsntment. Ciher resignalions were
stibmined by pwo Technical Assistants, one Clerical Asastant, one
Seenographer amnd one Clerk-Typdst.

Dr K. A. Kamm is a member of the Water Quality (Reference)
Sub-Commites of the MNatonal Health and Medical Research
Council, the Environmenial Health Committes, the Water Quality
Coungil of Queensland, the Maropolitan Works Board, and served
for mosi of the year on the Air Pollwion Councl of Chueensland and
the Moise Abatement Auwthority of Queensland.

Dr A, T. C. Bourke is spending 12 months® leave of absence
from 12th February, 1981, gaining sdditional cpddembological cxperd-
ence in the Deparimeni of Epidemiology and Tropieal Pathology at
the South African Institure for Medical Research, Johannesburg.

D I, A, Russell i the Consulting Leprobogisi for the State of
Dueensland,

D 1. 5. Richardson was appointed Health Officer (Hospitals)
from Uth March, 1981, and has been on secondment to this Division,

AMembers of the stafT give lectieres and tatorials on public health
and other specialized subjects at a number of leriiary educational

(Healih Inspeciion) are at present vacant, institutions, apd (0 business associations,
EPIDEMICNLOG Y
Intrduction MNaMifiable Diseases

The collection, collation and analysis of epidemiological dara,
primarily in relation to communicable diseases, has continued 10 be
perfommed by Divisional officers. Investigation and, where necessary,
control of communicable discase is alio an on-going function of the
Diviston.

The fact that notification figures are an unreliable indication of
the truc incidence of communicable disease in a population has been
commtented upon in past repoats, and again seems 1o be the case this
vear. In gencral, reporting of a disease is likely 10 be far mose accurale
with some of the rarely mnurrlng and clinically interesting conditions



than with the more comman infections. Meventhebess, the present
scheme of notifications, despite ns deficiencies, s sill capable of
providing valsable epidemicdopgical information to the Division on
outbreaks of disease, thus emabling the implememation of suitable
contral measurss where and when necessary.

The Mvision welcomes informal or carly advice from medical
practitboners on individaal cases or outhreaks of disease in order thag
proap [nvestigations can be initiated and an appropriate course of
action determingd. In such instances it would be appreciaied if Formal
netilications were foraarded 1o the Department at the practilioners’
carfiest convenience.

Motifinble diseases which have been brought 1o the aeention of
the Division during the year ending Jth June, 1981, are recorded in
Tables IX and X. These notifications do not include Venereal Diseases
which are shown in the section on Enthetic Diseases,

The fellowing nodifiable diseases were nol reponied during this
year:— anthras, chodera, diarrhosa in closed institutions, filariasis,
hydatid disease, lead poisoning, plague, poliomyelitia, smallpox (now
ermlicated world-wide), wrachoma, typhus (epidemic, murine, scorub
and tick fosms) and yelbow fever_ In the previous year 1o Mih June,
1980, cholera, diarrhoca in & chosed instiutbon, Bydand discase, bead
paisoning and rachoma wene notified. No cases of amhrax, plague,
smallpox or yellow fever bave been brought 1o the attention of the
Division in the past seven vears.

Table WIN lisis molifications received during the wear in
descending order of frequency. Adjacent 1o the individual tmals are
those reported in 1979-80, 1ogether with the mean annual noti-
Mcations based on these received between 1975 and 1980

Motifications are also tabulated according 1o two defined
areasi—

{a) The Metropolitan Area, representing thar pan of Brisbane
administered by the Brisbane City Council;

(b} The Extea-Metropolitan Arca, comprising all Local
Authority areas in Queensland exceps thal mdministiered by
the Brisbane City Council,

The distribwtion of noifiable discases by month of receipt from
these twio defined areas is recorded in tables X and 1X.

Inercases were recorded in the incidence of food polsoning in twe
or more associated cases and in shigella, rubella and amoebiasis,
whilst wberculosis, salmonclla amd malaria continued a1 levels
comparable with lnst year, All of these conditions comfortably
exceeded the mean 1otal incidence for the preceding Mlive vears, There
were Pwo recorded cases of psittacosis, two of typhoid and one of

Motable reductions occurred in the reported incidence of Q.
fever, hepminis A, hepatitis B, meningitis, ancylostomiasis, lepio:
spirosis and epidembc polvarthrilis.

As in recemt wyears, after wemereal disease, tuberculosis,
salmonella, malaria, G fever and hepatiis A were the most frequently
notified diseases, followed by rubclla and shigella. All burl tuber-
culosis were more common in exira-Metropolitan arcas. Commenis
o tuberculosis and malaria are recorded in the reports of the Division
af Tuberculosiz and Aboriginal Health Programme, respectively.

A rise in the reporting of rubclla would appear 1o indicate that
there has been a Further increxse in transmission of the infection in
Cueensland. The greal magority of these cases were reported from
country areas between October, 1950 and January, 1981, Howsver,
the reporting of rubella is nodogiowsly enreliable.

The majority of the reduced number of cases of ancylostomiasis
were again from the extra-Metropolitan arens, These are also referred
to im the report on Aboriginal Health.

The incrcasing problem of shigella, salmonella and food
podsoning gemerally has continued at a high level, pamicularly in
country areas. Salmonella was more (requent during the summer
period, whilst the peak incidence of shigella occurred in July following
which i continued at a lower level throeghout the remainder of the
year. Reports of food poisoning in two or more associated cases were
confined almoir entirely Lo country areas during January. Hol
wieather and water shortages may have played imporiant rodes in the
pollution of food and water supplics and, 1ogather with inadequaie
food  hyghene  procedures  in the  manufaoure,  disribution,
preparation handbing and serving of food, were prohably the major
causes of the increasing incidence of these infections in Quesnsland.

The first of 1wo cases of iyphoid during the year was confirmed in
& 27-vear-old man a1 the Roval Brishane Hospital, The patient had not
travelled  outside the Brisbane area. This isolated case was

investigated, but no proven source of infection was foumsd, The second
case oecurred in the daughter of a family of southern European
ariglm. Mo member of the Tamaly had been oversens for sin wears;
however, one parent was founsd 1o be an excretor of 5. ki,

Chaodera Surs eillance

The swrveillance of all public water supply intakes and
recreational water arcas which commenced in 1975-80 has continued
during the year. In addition, a defined surveillance programme was
initiared in Seprember, 1980, 1o gather environmental data on the
siarvival of Fibrio choleree, biotype chor, in the Albert, Logan,
Brishanc and Morth Pine Rivers, Specimens and data colledted during
each survey are water samples Tor V. cholerae and E. coli quantitation
and for routine chemical determinations, environmental data on
phyiical and other characterisics amnd cartle and odher amimal
droppings plus agquatic plants, when available, {or the presence of ¥,
choleroe,

Moore swabs (for the determination of v choleree) kave besn
placed a1 stralegic points in sewage ireaimenti planis i fwo
communilies on the Logan River, and additional investigations using
these devices are under conskderation.

The studies being undertaken are yiclding wseful information
aboul the habits of the vibrio and s ability 1o survive and grow in
receptive surface walers in Queensland. The surveillance programme
is sacheduled for a perbod of three years, although its precise daration
will depend on the results of the analysis of accumulated daia.

From a public health viewpoim it is considered that waier treat-
myend planis having facilivies for adequate filirntion and chlormation,
a5 a minkmum requirement. will emable the removal of pathogenic
organisms sufficient to provide water for reticulation which ks safe for
human consumption. Persons wishing 1o drink umireated water from
watercourses should ensure that i1 is boiled thoroughly beforchand in
order that any risk due to the presesce of V. cholerne be remosed.

Further information on chobera surveillanee i containsd in the
report of the Section of Environmeninl Saniation.

Hansen's Disewse

Seven new cases were identified during the year, OF these, three
were Aboarigines, one a Papuan amd iheee Vietnamese, All are under
active reatment and progressing satisfaciornily.

_ Four of the new patients have been seen at the regular outpatisnt
clinde eonducted every Tuwesiday at the Ouipatient Depariment of ihe
Pringess Abexandra Hospital. The three remaining patients were
referrals from caher hospitals, indicating an increasing awareness of
the disease,

Teaching sessions have been conducted st the Medical School and
for in-service training of Community Medicine and Aboriginal Health
Frogramme siaff.

The consultative services initiated in carly 1978 have been
maintained by wisils o odher areas.

Immuanization Programme

Driring the year, the following vaceines supplied by the Common-
wealth were distributed by this Division:—

Saleirg—
T | R A 150 &40 doases
D e VERIR - e i bera e v e 126 800 doses
Towal....

277 4480 doses

an increase of 38 760 doses distributed over 1979-80 figures.
Measies—

Singhe dose vials .....ooooniiniimnnirrienn. 51 644 doses
An increase of 15 368 doses distributed over 197980 figures.
Rubeifg—
Samghe dioge vlals ... ... e nnannsan s pn s 1% 9635 doses
10 dose vials, ..o 18 0230 doves
L O e o e sl i i 1 13 659 dodes
TOTAL 31 644 dipaes

An increase of & 288 doses distributed over 1979-80 figures,
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DRUG SURVEILLANCE

Amstralian Royal Commission of Inguiry inte Dregs

Thee Inter-Departmental Committes finalized s repornt a1 the end
of 1980, It made recommendations which, if implemented, would
have a consideralde effeal on this Section.

Monitoring of the Movemeni of Drugs of Dependence

Moniering of certain of the barbilurate group of drugs
commrenced in the last few weeks of this financial vear, It is hoped that
this will pinpoint the areas in which these drugs are heavily prescribed
s0 that appropriate action can be taken,

Printouts received from the MNational Computer which monitors
the purchases by pharmeacists, medical pracutioners, <., of dregs of
dependence continues 1o provide valeable information for owr
investigation officers.

Cwerall, a disturbing partern is emerging. The consampaion of
driags which are known o be favoured by addics has shown a sub-
stantial increase.

The following 1able llusiranes this poin:—

TABLE X1l
Year ending Year ending
Tablet H-12-79 31-12-30 Increass

Palfiumi ......... T8 My ] 250
Dilawdid ........ LR 23 210 JET%
Methndone

MOE comnnmnnner 168 680 212 220 25%
Methadone

L1} 7" J— 1 24 420 138 260 Ay
Percodan ... 91 280 145 T R

Checking of prescriptions

This is copskdered to be the key 1o the adequate surveillance of
drugs of dependence. From prescriptions received i is possible to
monitor the prescribing habitss of medical pracritioners, 1o pinpoint
thase practitioners being “‘used™ by sddicts o obain sdditional
supplies of drugs, as well as patients visiting more than one medical
practilioner.

Prescriptions are being received at a rate of | 500 per week. The
present manual operation relies to a lorge extent on the observation
and memary of the officers doing ihe checking.,

Fargeries

Duramg the year, 35 [orgerses wene detected.

The Police Commissioner Kindly made available the services of
his kandwriting expert in an endeavour to identily the author of three
of these prescriptions. However, the writing did not identifly with a
known source.

Information in all insances s passed to the Polkoe Drug Squad
for their attention.

With the cosoperation of the Pharmaceutical Society and a major
drug wholesaler, a system has been devised whereby information
regarding the detection of a forged prescription is quickly passed 1o
pharmacses in an endeavour to prevent the dispensing of forgeries. A
disturbing fearare regarding the forgeries detected in the Latter half of
the year was thewr “professional’ appearance, which no doubs
contributed 1o the nuniber dispensed without query.

Imspection of Pharmacies, Hospitals, etc.

Routine inspections of these premises have been canried gut a1 an
improved rate, although with presemt saffing levels we cannm
approach the twice-yearly inspection recommended by the Ausiralian
Royal Commission of Inguiry into Drogs.

Breaking and eniering of pharmackes and surgeries

Breaking and entering of pharmacies again showed a decline, Mo
breaking and entering of medical practitioners’ surgeries and hospital
dispensaries were reposied,

The 1otal breakages of 4% compared with 5% the previous year.

#

THERAPEUTIC GOHIDS MANUFACTURERS

The number of organizations cngaged in the manufacture of
substanoss for human therapeutic use decreased by one subsegquent 1o
a financial crisis.

Three of the remaining organizations increased the range of their
prodiscts o that two new premises have been developed 1o Gaber for
the increase and the third organization is currently developing a
second pland.

The new premises have resulted in improved environmenis being
estnblished.

Jolne inspections were casried oat in company with an officer
from the Mational Biological Siandards Laboratory.

LABELLING AND PACKAGING OF DRUGS AND POISONS

Attention continues 1o be given 1o this imponant matter. It s
csscial that these subsiances be readily identificd and not confused
with food or drink.

Action was taken agains a stosekeeper packing kerosene in food
bontles.

AERIAL SPRAYING

Several meetings have been held between officers of the
Depanment of Primary Industries and this Depariment, in an
endeavour 1o reach a basis for adequate controd over this activity.

The public lealth facior is controlled in a peneral manner by The
Poisons Regulations of 1973,

The primary industry factor s controlled by the Department of
Primary Indusiries which licenses operators under the provisions of
the Agriciitural Chemicals Nuribietion Comtrol At 1966-1978.
Conirols imposed by the Act relate only o the protection of plants

and amimals.

FEST CONTROL OPERATORS

The number of licensed operaiors continued (0 increase, There
are now T63 licensed operators, During the year, 104 [icences were niol
renewed and have been cancelled.

Ome hundred and thirry-two licences are held by local authority
employees. These operators use pestickdes 10 control rats, fleas,
mosquitoes, ec.

Oiperators will have the opportunity 1o improve their knowledge
of the various facets of pest conirol with the advent of a cormres-
pondence course (o be conducted by the Department of Education., Tt
s anticipated thai the course will commence in 1982, This Section has
nominated an officer as a part-time lecturer,

Five persons were prosecuted in regard 1o bresches of the Mealth
Acr 19T=-1980 or the Pest Control Operators Regulations, 1977,
Dietails ane set out in Table X1V,

SAMPLING
Two hundred and ninety-six samples were submitted for chemical
analysis. Thew varsed from therapeutic substances o samples
associabed with suspected dog possoning.
Eight samples were submitted for bacteriological examinatson.

DESTRUCTION OF DRUGS FORFEITED TO THE CROWN

D officers continue o supervise the destruction of cannabis
and implements associated with its use.

There were | 726 separate destructions supervised. This is an
increase of 27 per ¢ent over last year, |

FROSECUTIONS

Four complainis relating to the obtaining of prescriptions for
dangerous drugs from medical practitioners were withdrawn as the
defendant could not be located Tor the service of the summons. 18 B
thought he kas left the State. Thirteen complaints of a similar nature
have been continued for service although difficulty is being experi-
enced in locating the defendants.

The results of Prm:hllidm uridcrtaken are lsted in Tabbe X1V,

—
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TABLE X1V —continued

Costs Profl.
Court Offence Fine Court Ciasts
Beenbedgh ... .coooueemccninee. | Sale off pmmul. in & conlainer not :u:mplying with the mquirtmms for 5 s 5
COnAiners . = 400 19.7%
Beenbeigh ... ioeeeeaeeeee. | Sale nlpnl.\url in canlainer n I'll'.'.irm;a I.'Ibcl an prt!.-u'l.htd ELT ] 19.75
Beenleigh ... . |Sroring poison for sale within reach of children .. e 4000 19.75
Beenleigh ... . |Storing polson in & container u[lht:mcummlruwdln huld hu-d 40,00 19.7%
Birishane oooiirininnn oo |Failidre 1o advise medical pracitoner of prescription fof restricted
drug I'R'I:'I'IN:I-]} recgived from aneither medical practitioner within fwo
mnths .. 10000
Brishane ....coooiis . | Failure 1o am-ls-t :I'I'H:\dIEBJ praciitioner u[ prmnpllr:ln fnl rmn:lud 19.2% 30,00
drug previously received from another medical pmhlmu within two
months . LR
Mo L Llnnulimrl:-::d 5'.'I|t b:.. wrmk-snlr nl’:'.schndmr! POHET S e AR 2000
Mount s e | Unamthorized sale by whadesale of Schedule 3 palsom ...ooooooinanas L)
Mount Isa - |Unamthorized sale by wholesale of Schedule 3 poison 20
Mount 15 .. eeeeeeee | Unamthorized sale by whalesale of Schedule 3 poison .., 20,00 1975
Mount I8 e Unawthogized sale by wholesale of Schedule 3 poison . 2000
Mount I8 covevinnmmnmiasass Unawihorized sale by wholesale of Schedule 3 poison 20,00
Mount 188 e | Unamhorized sale by whalesale of Schedule 2 poison 0
Mount 1sa - |Unauthorized sale by wholesale of Schedule 2 poison ... 2000 | )
Brisbane ..._.._................. |[Carryieg oul |'|nl contral work whilst nod bﬂng lscensed nor umlﬂ'
[ 3] el [} PP i A ottt [ tapazaEan Tih 19.75
Totals S31,6%0000 [ 5531000 £30.00

SECTION OF FOOD SUPERVISION

It is the responsibility of the Food Seclion 1o ensure the
maintenance of a safe, adequately labelled and packaged food supply
fing 1he people, This is done through the formulation, prescribing amd
enforcement of effective control legislalion. [t is a fact that the food
of the population of any country and the healih of thar population are
unideniably linked and thus the protection of the population’s food
supply 15 o basic necessity of any public health programme. The
growing and enlighiened interest being iaken by consumers in such
things as the gquality of their food, the safery of and necessity for fomsd
wdditives, the pvpes amd levels of contaminants and toxins in food and
the wmwhitul descnption of food in labelling and adveriising ensures
the copstant fpevision and implementation of measures aimed af
prodecting the public in this important ficld.

Throughout the year, Siate Health Inspecioss have canried ou
the nspection and sampling of G, food packaging materials,
contasners and apparatus, the condemnation, seizure and destruction
of wpsatisfactory fosds, the checking of food labelling and
wilvertising, the investigation of a growing number of food poisoning
ouibreaks amd of the complaints received about food quality whils
Lacal Authoriny Health Survevors have been respomsable for the
surveillance and enforocment of hygiene dandards in the manu-
facture, distribution, preparation, handling and serving of food.

Fuod Sampling and Food Labelling

During the year, a large range of variows types of foods,
packaging material and containers were sampled 0 determine
compliance o otherwise with prescribed chemical and microbiological
standards, to check the authenticity of labelling and advertising and 1o
determine levels of contamination with toxic metals, pedscides,
aflatoxing and pathogonkc organdsnas.

/
In addition to the compeehensive programme of legal sampling
carried out by Inspeciors in the policing of preseribed standards, T 914
check samples were oblaimed and submitted to the Governmend
Chembcal Laboratory and the Laboratory of Microbiology and
Fathology on a survey basis to determine problem areas requiring con-
centrated attention. Details of all samples are ghven in the respective
reports of the Government Chemécal Laboratory and the Labogatory
of Microbwdogy and Pathology,

A samipling survey was carried oul for the Mational Healih and
Medical Kesearch Council as part of an Australiz-wide assessment of
nowions subsiances present in loods.

The labels of packaged foods sampled have been checked o
paige compliance with preseribed labelling standards and appropriace
actbon iaken 1o have faulis rectified,

Compluings

A total of 977 complaints from consumers shout the quality of
fond were investigated by State Health Inspectors throughout the
State, and a number of thee investigations resulied in the prosecution
of manufaciurers or venders of foods in guestion,

A growing number of complainis is being received in relation 1o
the incidence of (ood poisoning, and several of these oulbreaks
investigated during the 1980-81 year could be classed as substantial
Imsolar as the number of people affected is concerned with 172 people
reporting il in the largest outhreak investigared.

The investigations of cases of fogd poisoning have revealed that
the degres of anention o foad hygiene requirements has not been
satisfactory and that there ks o need for better training of food
handlers in many arcas of food hygiene,

Further informntion abow food poeisoning ouibreakis is contained
in the report of the Laboratory of Microbéology and Pathology.

Sl

Inspectors working at and from the Briskape Fish Markets and in
Deisarict (MTice Areas condemmed and deuroyed 24,531 tonnes of
assorted fish and other seafoods (other than canned products), plus
3735 crabs and 1 256 dozen ovsiers which were unfil for human
oOnsumplion.

The programme of surveying seafoods for pesticide and toxic
metal bevels and oysters for bacierial contamination has been
coniimbed as has the sampling and testing of imported cooked prawns
o behall of the Commonwealih Bureaw of Casioms.

An inter-deparimental Commilies, comprised of represeniatives
from the Heahh Department, Depariment of Harbouwrs and Marine,
Oueensland Fisheries Service, the (jueensland Fish Board and the
Fishing Industry, is carrying oul a ciguatera survey in an ajtempt 1o
estalish the prevalenee of this form of feod poisoning in Queensland.
Filty-seven cases of cigualera polsoning were investigated by Siare
Healih Inspectars during the vear,

Unsommil Fisisils

In addition to the quantitkes of seafoods seired, Stae Health
Inspectors working throughow Queenstand have condemned as anii
for-human consumplion and supervised the destrection of 167.8
toqnes by weight plus 1135 390 litres by volume plus 75 242 packages
of unspecified welght of assoned foods.

Recalls of contaminated food resulted in the withdrawal from the |
market of 30635 packages of dehydrated Chinese meals, § 760 cans
of fish, 4 608 cans of Mot and 89 720 litres of mineral water,



Meat and Meal Prodecis

Cine hundred and forty-gight batchers were prosecuted during the
year. They were convicted and fined o todal of 514 345 with costs of
£13 009 for the following offences:— Sale of minced ment containing
a chemical preservative when none is permitied (36); sausages con-
izining an excessive amount of @ chemical preservative (59); saunsages
deficient im meat (24); ssages containing an excessive amount of fal
{3); minced meat and sawsages artificially coloured (Z); steak con-
taining & chemical preservative when nonc is permitted (1); rissoles
containing a chemical preservative when none s permitied (1. A
further iwo proseculions were pending ai the lose of the year.

Because the Government Chemical Laboratery now has the
capahility 1o determine types of meats used in the manufaciure of
meat prodicts such os pork sausages and beel sausages, the Mea
Indusiry has been advised of this Depariment’s infention 1o prosecule
manufaciurers and vendors wha falsely describe products in regand 1o
the tvpe of meat condained in the product.

Flour and Bakery Products

Of the 29 prosccutions Launcled against bakers during the yvear,
37 were sucoesslully concluded. Fifteen of the prosecutions launched
were based on consumer complainis about the prescnce of forcign
matter found in bread, pies, sausage rolls and pastre. The loreign
maller found by consumers in thelr parchases nelided picces of
meial, Mies, cockroaches, cigarette buits, a botle 1op, a nail, a needle,
pheces of plastic and cardboard, a bacterial growih and the larvac of a
meoah.

The remaining 14 prosecutions launched resulied from the
rowtine sampling of bakery prodects by Stale Health Inspecions and
were for the sale of meat pies deficient in meat content (31 wholemeal
bread deficient in wholemeal content (3); milk bread deficient in milk
salids (4), sale of inadequately labelled pre-packed bread (2).

The 27 bakers convicted were fined o total of 32 150 and costs of
51 905 were imposed by the Courts.

Liguor

Dharing the vear, a total of 44 prosecutions were lagnched against
the Licensees of liguor premises. OF these, 24 were in redation to the
sale of adulterated liguor and 14 were successfully concluded. The
remaining 10 failed mainly because of the effecis of section 24 of the
Criminal Code on legal actions instituted under the Health Act. A
further five prosecutions for the sale of adullerated Liguwor were
pending ot the close of the year.

Seventecn leensees were prosecuted for failing to denalune wade
beer 1o emsure that it cannot be re-used and a farther theee
prosecutions for this offence were pending a1 the close of the vear.
w licensees were prosecuted for failing o serve liquor in a clean

The imvestigniion of consumer complaings ahowr the waering
‘down of beer resulted in a failure 1o substantizic any of the
complainis, and all samples of draughi beer purchased by inspeciors
im the customer siluation and then submitted for analysis thowed tha
the beer was of the nature, substance and gualiny demanded by the
purchaser,

Mtk and Milk Products

&l‘iph'_'t of milk and other dairy products have been obtained
throughotl the State and checked For complianoe with prescribed
chemical and microbiological standards and monitored for lodine and
pesticide levels, and the substantially sanlsfaciory resalis have again
demonstrated the ability of the Dairy Industry o produce and
distribute good quality food. Milk factorics have been inspected and
conditions found 1o be generally accepiable.

The Healih Deparimeni co-operaies with the Depariment of
Primary Industries and the Queenstand Silk Board in regard 1o the
quality of and distribution of cows' milk, cows’ milk products, goat
milk amd goar milk products. Insofar as goan milk s concermed,
testing has reveabed the need for a chemical standard 1o be met by
producers, and the matter of formulating such a standard for
consideration by the Food Siendards Commitice of the Mational
Healh and Medical Besearch Council is now receiving attention, A
microbiobogical standard Tor goal milk already exises.,

One milk processor was prosccuted and fimed 520 with $78.2%
costs for selling pasteurized miilk in an unclean bottle, A charge
agains another milk processor for the sale of milk adulterated with
Waler was noi seceessiul.

Miscellancous Prosecutions

During the year, there were 11 prosecutions for misccllancous
W The offenders were fined a toial of 5510 plus total costs of
1686,

The affences were — smoking whilst engaged in the preparation
of food (3} sale of a hamburger conaining glass (1) sale of a
hamburger containing a sliver of wood (1); sale of a chicken burger
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containing a surgical dressing {1); sale of potato scallops containing a
cockroach (1) sale of a meat rissobe containing a blowlly (1) sale ol
sausapes comaining glass (1); allowing an apimal 10 be in a food
preparation area (1) refusing o scll a sample of food (o an inspecior
(1. A Turther prosecution For allowing an animal (o be on (ood
preinises was pending af the close of the year. A similar charge agninst
the oecupicr of a food establishment was dismissed during the vear,

Fruil Jislees, Frait Drinks, Condials, Soft Drinks

The standard of guality, labelling and packaging of these
products has again been found 10 be generally satisfaciory, Manu-
fncturers have co-operated in rectilying deficiencies, mosl of which
have been in the area of labedling.

A packer of mincral water found to contain an unaccepiable level
of radium 226 volunarily withdrew the product from the market uniil
a new safe source of supply was found.

lmparted Fomds

The impartation into Australia of feods which do ot conform 1o
our preseribed standards and are poi labelled in accordance with Aus-
tralian regquirements or are labelled im a misleading manmer dis-
advantages nol only the consumer, b also the producer and man-
faciurer of similar foods in this country and there is a need for greater
surveillance of imponied foods ar the point of entry inte Ausiralia
before the Foods pass into the wholesale and retail distribution chains,

Imporiers have been found 10 be co-operative when ndvised ni
1o procecd with the further imporiation of unaccepiable products.
During this vear, such products have included jam, ginger. black
repper, white pepper, sall, muostard powder, sauces and preserved
frait. A large consignmsent of imponed peanuts was deuroyed beeause
it was found to be of very poor guality and conaminared with
aflarosing.

Action was taken 10 require the appropriate labelling and
designation of importied prodecs made in imication of crab meat and
which were being distribated amd sold throughow the Siate as crab
meal.

Laecal Amthority Supervision

The impanance thar hygiens plays in the provisien of a safe and
wholesome Tood supply cannol be stressed oo greatly, and this is an
area of responsibility which rests on Local Authorilics and iheir
alficers.

The effective survallance of hygiene dandards throughowt the
chain of manufaciure, distribution, preparation, handling and serving
of food requires & constamt programme through which regular
attention and advice om 8 routine inspection basis are provided by
Heallh Surveyors who must themselves have expertise in this anea.
Such a programme, 10 be effective, depends largely on the number of
eapert Health Surveyors, skilled in communicating their knowledge,
made available by Local Authorities (0 ensure the maintenance of
foodd hygiene siamdards.

This year, in owlbreaks of food poisomng, hundreds of people in
Cuicensland have been alfected through the consumplion of foml
contaminated with pathogenic organisms because of the unsais-
factory handling of the food, and 1his is an indicator of an adequate
food hygiene surveillence and ediscation programme.

Uniform Food Stamibands

Cueenstand s the first Siate of Ausiralia to adopt a Food Act
which incorporaies the provisions of the Model Food Act, the final
draft of which was relexsed in June, 1980, by the Joinl Common-
wealth, State, Terriory Working Pany on Model Food Law, The
Foad Acr 1981 was passed by the Queensland Porliament on Ldth
May, 1981, and received Royal Assent on 12th June, 1951

Work is mow proceeding on the drafting of the very large volume
of subordinate legislalion required under the Food Acr 1981, The
major wets of Regulations 1o be adopted under this new At will be the
Food Standands Regulations and the Food Hygiene Regulations which
will incomporale the provisions of Model Uniform Regulations
covering food standards and food hygiene requirements. The prandiple
of uniformily in food law throughout Australia s the basic factor
underlying the adoption of the Food Azt and the proposed adopiion
of new Food Standards Regulations amd new Food Hygiene
Regulations.

The Chicl Inspecior of Foods is a member of the Food Standards
Committee and the Food Legislation Commitles of the Mational
Health snd Medical Rescarch Council and atended theee meetings of
the Food Siandards Commiliee and one meeting of ithe Food Legis-
lation Committee during the year. The Health Depaniment’s Advisory
Commitiee on Food Standards examined all proposed new and revised
fond standards submined by the Food Standards Committee of the
N.H. & M.R.C. for consideration during the year and retursed 1o thar
Commitiee comaments and recommendations in regard ihereto, The
Advisory Commilles met of woven socasions,



SECTION DF ENVIRONMENTAL SANITATION

Intraauction

The framework of the Health Act provides for a oo-ondinated
system of Imspectonal supervision.

In the fickl of Enviconmenial Sanitation, the Local Awthoritics
are responsible for supervising and implementing health programmses
redgsibred gither by the Health Act or wmber Regulntions relating o
specallic health mensures,

Laosal Asthorities cploy 266 Healih Inspectors, an increase af
64 in the past 10 years. This is mainly due 10 augmeniation of ihe
Inspectorial stall of the Brisbane Cily Council and of coasial Local
Authoritics where there has been rapid population growih.

Four solared Local Authorities are without the services of an
Inspecior, and Departmental officers, when carrving oul samitation
survevs of these arems, miake recommendations o assist these Local
Authorities 1o mainizin o satisfactory. standard of environmenial
sanilmion,

It is expected thot there will not be any shonage of gqualified
Health Inspectors in the futnre becawse of the anmual grodustion from
the Queensland Institnie of Technology of these students qualifying
for the Associnte Diploma in Health Surveying, which is recogniced
by the Director-General os a gualification for appointment.

The Health Department employs 64 Inspectorial staff 1o provide
an inspectorial and advisory healih service 1o the public and other
Departments  in oertain spheres mot controlled by the  Loeal
Authoritics, anl 10 assia Local Awthorities where necessary.

The Section of Environmental Sandtation has the responsibiliny
for assessing the standard of Environmental Samitation throughout
the Stme, This assessment s made (rom information supplied byi—

I. Local Authorlies—

{a)  Annual Reporis by the Local Authority and the Medical
C¥Tecer of Feahh;

(by Carterly Reports of Health Inspectors;

(e} Maoaification of noifiable diseases:

(dy Reports of specific problems associoted with public
healih;

fe} Submission of samplss of warer used for human
SO E PN Pk,

2. From Departmenial Inspectors—

(@) Sanitation  Survey Reporis—an  appraisal of the
efficiency of the Local Aumhorny’s supervision and
contrel in regand to refase and nightsoil services, public
amenilics, sewerage, warer supply, swimming pools,
harbers® shops and the breeding of rats, fHes and
ITOSCEH 0es;

(b} Specific reports in regard to complainis, enguirkes and
investigations;

(ed Submission of samples of pains, 8, injurios
anticles, water, and other anicles pursuanl 1o varous
prrovisions of the A,

i. General Public—

{a) Complans, enguiries and requesis for informatson,
from individuals, organiztions and business finms,

This massive volume of data, with the exceplion of mifiable

disenses. flows through the office of the Chiel Inspector of Enviran:

mental Saniation who has a beadguaners safl of one Semior

Inspector, six Inspeciors and six Technical Assistams (Heahh

Inspection], supported by Disiric Inspectors and their siafl a1 seven
ovincial calies.

&
Local Authorities :

Reports by Deparimental  Inspeciors  indicate  thar  Local
Austhoritbes are aware of their responsibilities and gencrally maintaina
kigh standard of environmemal samitation. This is reflecied by the
abscnce of any major ontbreaks of any disease which could be directly
angibuted 10 a serious deviagion from the standard of samitation
demandsd by ouar legiskarion.

The Diisirka Imspector, Rockhampion, reported that Induwstrial
amd  Mining Developments al Gladstone, Blackwater, Emerald,
Baloela and parts of Calliope Shite are placing increasing sirains on
the services, particularly in regard 10 housing, thus leading 10 an
increase in the nember of caravan parks, However, up 1o date. the
liguid ard solid wasie disposal services and the water supply facilities
hive gemerally coped saisfactorily.

Befuse Callection and Disposal

While the collection, removal and disposal of refuse have
generally been carried oul in a salisfactory manner. S0Mme Mallers
which have caused concern during the vear include—

{a) the practice of placing the refuse container on the footpaih
for removal service appears 1o be inereasing. This practice
i conducive to missed services, especially from fats and
other multi-dwellings, when occupiers for various freasons
fail to place their refuse container on the foolpath on the
day of collection. Such missed sefvices could bead o
olfentive odours and an increased risk of fly breeding
caused by occupiers disposing of domestie refluse on their
own properly or 4l some sile nod intended or authorized
for the disposal of such refase. There i3 also the problam
of marauding dogs;

ib the disposal of liguid industrial refuse i Willawong in the
Brishane area. Departmental Inspectons reported thar the
methods of collection and disposal were unacceptable, and
following wpon discusssons and Wrrmhhﬂ_ it is
pleasing to repaort that the City Council has commenced Lo
implement the recommendations and requirements of the
Director-Ceeneral. The Council has ako discussed the
development and conslruction of a permanienl Ensalment
warks with the Co-ordinator-Cieneral wha has reconvened
the Steering Committee for the Waste Disposal Study of
Birishane and near Brisbane Area;

ey the sirikes by refuse collectors ereated problems for the
public and the Local Auwhorities concerned, panboularly
when the sirike affected the operation of the refuse tips.
Deparimscmal Inspectors mainiained a daily surveillance
1o keep the Director-General informed and 1o offer advice
1o the public and the Local Authority officers.

It is plensing 10 report that another Local Authority, the Calliope
Shire Council, is providing a twhee-weekly refuse removal service. The
twice-weekly refluse removal service is strongly recommended s an
excellent methad of breaking the life cvele of the My which &
extremely rapid in Queensiand”s climare.

All sites for the disposal of refuse reguire authorizaiion by ihe
Dirceror-General, and during the vear many new sites were inspecied
by Depanmenal officers and subsequently authorized by the
Diirectar-Gemeral subject 10 conditions imposed for their effedive
operation wilho nuisance.

All refuse removal vehicles, compactors and containers must be
aof o type approved by the Direclor-General, and during the year 62
types were inspected and their description and specificalion nolified o
all Local Authorities.

Since the introduction of the Refuse Management Regulations.
1977, 61  types of  comipactor  vehicles, 12 types of
compacion containers  and 69 wwpes  of  commcrcialfindustrial
containers have been approved.

sewerage amil Nightsoell

More and more Local Auwthoritses are appreciating the obvious
advaniages of sewerage of scplic tank svsiems, and the number of
naghtsoal collection services is decreasing annually as is the namber of
saniary depaots.

The disposal of human wastes by any system other than
is a potential hazard o healil, bun where nightsoll serviees sill con-
tinue, reports indicate that the depots, vehicles, collection, removal
angd disposal are smisfactory, However, one Districl Inspectior
reporied that one sewage ireniment works was in a very neglected
comldition, and the Local Authority was informed accordingly,

Water Supplies

In association with the Cholera surveillange programme, Siaie
Health Inspectors have surveyed all the water treatment works in 99
Local Authorities 1o establish what further treafment or émergency
cquipasend may be necessany 1o ensure a safe reticulated warer supply
ol all times.

I is comsidered thar fileration and chlorination are the minimum
reqquiremenis and thai there shoubd be emerpency power available 1o
:‘pmi:lle pumps when electricity is not available for a significant period

lime.
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The number of water samiples processed by this Section during
the year are shown in Tables XV and XVI.

TABLE XV
WATER SAMPLES EXAMINED BY THE STATE HEALTH
LABORATORY
Failed
il ot Tomal Criteria
B colomical
Treated public waler supplies.........0. 7 057 405 (6%}
Swimming Pools.......coceuveaean 930 108 (11%a)
Untreated raw waler .......... 2107 an
Salmonella ﬂrp.n.il.ms {ar puullr:r
T T e e R 4 13 (54%a)
Chemical
General Chemical Analysis.......o.oo.. 1 260 218 (17%)
For trace metal content 160 14 {9%)
For pesticides content . 126 1% {10%)
For fluoride content ... 437 33 (T%)
For radiom levels ..o 1] 0
For miscellapcous iEmEEriLies 18 3 (16%%)
i ISR 2 D6l
Grand Tolale . inenan ansans 12 199 Samples

TABLE XV
WATER SAMPLES EXAMINED BY COMMONWEALTH AND
LOCAL AUTHORITY LABORATORIES

Failed
— Total Criteria
Bacteriological
Treated pu'b:lb: wa'ru' mpplru 4 672 IT3 (4%)
Swimming Poo 25 4 {16%%)
Uulmmdﬂwm:r T L
Chentical
Ceneral chemical nl-alﬁl.s
Tosal .. 121 1
IGirand Feasl o i 5 544 Samphes

Recommendations for the upgrading of the waier Ereatment
process of providing emergency power equipment were submitied io
54 Local Authorities, some of which indicated that the cost was
Beyond their resouroes.

This Section continues the cisential service of preparation,
supply, collection and delivery of water sampling equipment, and the
interpretation of chemical and bacieriological examination of water
samples. submitied by Local Authorities, Government Departmenis
and the public.

Mogt Local Authorities regularly submit samples of thelr reticu-
lated public water supplics for bacteriological examinarion, but there
are some who are negligent in this regard and the importance of
.mrh'lg that their publlc water supply is fit for human consumption
cannol be over-emphasized

Cholera Surveillance

As commenced in 1979-80, the surveillance of all public water
supply intakes and recreational water arcas has continued throughouat
1980=81. The involved Local Authorities have co-operated fully with

the regular submission of water samples a1 two-monthly intervals. The

large number of samples examined is a iribute 1o the work of Local

Avthority Health Inspectors, Staie Health Inspectoss, the State

of Microbiology and Pathology, the Commonwealih

Health Laboratories at Townsville, Calrns, Toowsomba and Rock-
hampion, and the Brishane City Council Water Laboratory.

In addition, Siate Health Inspectors monitored the Albert,
Logan, Brishane and Pine Rivers in South-East Queensland. Intensive
study of each of these river systems was carried out during the winter,

~aifter which several permanent sampling poins were established on

each river. These were sampled at fortnightly intervals an the Logan
ad Adbert Rivers, and ot monthly intervals on the Brishane and Pinsa
Rivers. On the Logan and Albert Rivers, further sampling points were
established as cholera isolations were made.

At each point. the samples were faken for ¥, cholenae isolation,
for bacierislogical examination, for chembcal analysis and for heavy
metals. A the same ime, elecironic meters were used 1o record the
temperaiure, pH, dissolved oxygen, conductivity and turbidiny of the
waler. Stream Mow rate, humidity and weather conditions were alu
recorded, V. Chederae was nod isolated from 72 samples of fresh
animal and bird faeces collected in the vicinity of the rivers,

Al Tonnightly imervals, ““Moore™ swabs were placed in the
sewerage systems of Palen Creek prison farm and Beaudesert.
Following upen ithe isolation of V. choderae in the Beaudesert
sewerage works, the fown sewers were sydematically swabbed a
weekly intervals. Dy eliminating *'megative™ sewers it was possible Lo
reduce the likely source of V. cholerae to 45 premises. Linforiunaiely,
tefore this investigation could be concluded these isolations ceased,
mossibly dise 10 the onset of cooler weather, but follow-up action will
conlinue.

The repont of the Laboratory of Microbiology and Pathology
presents further deails of the cholerae surveillange,

The number of samples examined and isolations of V. choleree
are shown in the following Tables:—

TARLE XVII
WATER SAMPLES EXAMINED FOR VIBRIO CHOLERAE
Samples by Number Isolations
Local Authorities (To Stare Health
L e R g L e e s e 747 &
Local Authoritics (To Commonwealth
LabOratOnies). .. oo cathnnne mabman QB8 Ml
Departmengal CHficers =—
(2} Logan RIVEr ...cummmrsmmansinsiannans 149 (1]
(b} Albert River ..... 145 12
cy Brishane River .. 1200 Mil
O Pilne Bivers. et gaas 45 |
Aboriginal MESSIENS o0 srs s rasrrsrnn 42 Ml
LW.5.C. (Eungella Dam) ........ocooeen. | Kil
Joimt Tropical Trails and Research
Establishment, Innisfail (Army) ....... & Mil
A B e e R 2 M5 pat)

TABLE XVIII
IS0LATIONS OF VIBRIO CHOLERAE FROM SAMPLES
SUBMITTED BY LOCAL AUTHORITIES

Mumber of
Location Local Authoriiy lsalages
Marth Pine Dam..... Brishane City Council....... 1
Warrl Creek .,....... Mareton Shire Councal ... |
Logan River ..........| Bedudesen Shire Council... I
Stanbey River . Caboolture Shire Coundil .. 1
Mary River.... Tiaro Shire Council ... 1
Awoonga Da Gladstone City Councal...... 1
A 1] e L

swimming Fools and Water Slides

Public and school swimming pools are regularly inspected 1o
ensure that the water is bacteriologically safe, and where necessary,
recommendations ane submitted 1o the responsible Authority.

During the vear, it was noted thay water slides were being con-
structed al several tourkst and holiday resoris. All Local Authorities
were requested to manitor the bacteriological quality of the water used
in the operation of waler slides and 1o submit samples thereaf.

Depanumental officers’ repons on nine water slides indicate that
they are constructed and operated satisfactorily, and 12 samples of
water taken from the pools a1 the finish of the slides have been
hacteriologically safe 1o use.
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TABLE XIX
MOORE SWABS PLACED AT SEWAGE TREATMENT PLANTS FOR THE SURVEILLANCE OF VIBRIO CHOLERAE
— Lacation
Palen Creek
Beaudesen H.%0. Prison Farm Toaal
Deparimental | Local Authority Departmental
Placed by 1 ¥ O ficers {in sewer lines) Oifficers
NUMBER PLACED 21 &7 21 129
HMUMBER OF ISOLATES 4 . Ml ]

Toys and Injurious Artiches

The Standards Association of Ausiralia published Standard No.
16k 7= 1920 For Children’s Toys (Safely Reguirements). This Standard
is in four parts, dealing with siandards for General 3afety, Flamma-
baliy, Toxeslogical and Constructural requirements. The Associnion
also published Sandard Mo, [9H0-1981 for Flodation Toys and
Swimming Aids, and Draft Siandard (of Babies' Dummics. The scope
of toy and article safety has expanded as a result of these S1andards
which are wsed as guidelines to evaluate the need For any action
pursuant to sechions 110 and 124 of the Health Act. These sections
provide, retpectively, for the prohibition from sale of any article
{including a toy) which is considerad to e injurious to life or health,
or any Ly containing the toxie metals bead, arsenic, animony,
mercury, cadmiun or selenium.

Surveillance of potentially injwerious andcbes and 1oys is main-
tained by random sampling by Deparimental of ficers, augmented by
information from other Siate and Federal Awhogitics such as the
Consunver Affairs Bureau, complaints from the public and from
mcdia exposaure,

The modern public are more alert 1o the problems associated with
injurious articles and foys and are now prepared (o refer their
complaint to some Authority as opposed 1o returning their purchase
1o the retailer and sccking relmbursenvent.

Wholesalers and retailers have been extremely co-operative in
meeting the Department’s written requests for withdrawal from sale
of offending anicles or toys, and further action under the Act has not
heon mecessary.

Deralls of samples are shown in the following table:—

TABLE XX
SAMPLES OF TOYS AND ARTICLES
Type of Sample Total Failed Comment
O I IR e o e e e € 11} T 3 failed standard; 4 choking hazard
Raltbes._............ 37 T 16 Failed standard; others injurious (choking)
Teethers. .o..ooonee 4 1 excess hexane soluble substances
Magnetic Tape .. 2 0 Mo lead conterl
Firo Wall Coy |.1|nu ! 0 Mo asbestos hazard
Chikds Flolation JaLL-:u . 2 1 Forced child"s head under water
F'mn.::.' 15 2 Leackhed lead
O A e S e o e e [1} f Contained lead
Tow Make-up kits 7 4 3 contaimed lead; | contained chromivm
Modelling Clay.. 7 ] Excess Barium; non-permitted food eolours
Plastic Toys... o 45 5 Excess henane soluble substances (24), choking hazard and lead (2)
Plash or Tabru Tﬂrs i EL 26 Forcign matter in the stulfing (23), choking hazard (3)
Wiroden Taoys, .. A X2 Coating material contained lead or cadmium or chromium (21): easily
removed upholstery pins (1)
M T O e et et 14 2 Contained lead (1); choking hkazard (1)
Fistols, Rockers, Firework 9 9 Injurious (8). Explosive (1)
Chemisiry Seis 4 1 Did not comply with labelling requirements
Sl Sammples.. .o 127 30 Exceeded limits of 30 ppm Arsenic
Rocks and licuidd near mine shaflt . 5 5 Conained Arsenic or Dicldrin or DDT or Cyanide
Beauty and Cooking Sets ..., & 1 Mon-permitied food colour and choking hazard (1)
Bublde blowing kits ......... 3 (1] Complied with Standard
Water sterilizing tablets . 4 (1] All effective for the purpose
Movelics.. ; 1 3 “Hooker, **Brandy Glass™ and **Fendant® all (ragile glass
Warer hll-:r-....... z e Effective (1). No resalt 1o date (1)
MlEscellaneoms e nenans 13 Pipe amd rool sediment; Metal objects and shoes
b e B e 417 197

Faints

Lectvon 127 of the Health Act prohibits (he wse of any paint con-
taining toxic metals (inchusling lexd) on any part of a kowse, roof,
fenee, gate, post of furndtare. ;

The Paim Labelling Regulations, 1971 require that any package
of paint containing such toxic metals shall be labelled m1|u1 wlrning
statement that such paint should not be used on the abovementioned

instances to the smisfaction of the Director-General. Details of paint
samples are shown in the I'-D!In'l.'in,; fablez—

S Lpe Lo

T ensure compliance with the Act and Regulations, 92 samples
ol packaged paind and painter™s pots were obiained for analysis and
exnamination of labelling.

Lead poisoning is a nodifiable disease, and dee 10 the awareness
of parenis abous the dangers of leaded paint, requests were received
for the analysis of paing adhering o dwellings. Becanse of the circum-
stances eading 10 the requests for sampling and analysis, the failure
rate of such paint serapings s usoally high; however, insreciions to
femove af cover the offending paiml were oomplied with in all

TABLE XXI
SAMPLES OF PAINTS, ARTISTS COLOURS, CHINA
COLOURS
Type of Paimt Taotal Commenl
Packoged in Tins .coovvnimnmmanns 2] 4 lead content not
declared on label
Taken from painters® |'u:|ll........ 6 All free of lead
Paini scrapings . itai 52 1% comained lead
Hohby and Model| p.urm (21} 28 comained lead
Fabric colours. . 134 3 coniained bead
Agtists 04l l'_‘nlnuu - 48 T contained lead
China and Porrery (‘ﬁtours ..... -1l T contained lead
el L e e e T 543 &7
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Miscellaneeus
The fellowing disties 1o which special mention has not been given
above were carried out by this Section during the vear:—

{1} Adwvice 10 1wo Local Authorities on the grid sampling of
soil on land previously used for cattle dipping, OF the 127
=il samples, 50 were subsequently found o contain
arsenic in excess of the accepiable limit of 20 pars per
rillEom;

{3y Random inspections of lkenied premises 10 gauge the
standard of sanitation and hygiene;

(1) Examination of plans and specifications for Local
Authority projecis on behall of the Undér Treasurer;

(4} Investigation im0 complainl concerning the standard of
environmenial sanitation ai Birdsville;

(5} Inspectran of Aboriginal Reserves and Communities;

{6} Ievestigation iate dust and foul-smeclling feathers in
Ilows;

{7} Inspection of Deparimental Hoespitals and Institutions;

{8) Investigation imo alleged disposal of woxic liquid wasie
into disused mine shalts;

(%) Ingpections of National Fitness Camps;

{10y Investigations it specific  complainls  concerning
iwimming pools, burning of refuse. unsatisfactory
operation. of refuss tips, amenities ar camping grounds,
lack of public toilets, overgrown allotments, mosguito
breeding in alumina efffuent, drainage nuisances, dead
animals in a grainm pit, horses on hospatal grounds, fsh kil
in & riveer, contamination of rain waler innks, Saniary con-
ditions a1 a waich-house, imported shoes causing
irritation. smoke and Temes (rom 4 hospacal chimmey,
offensive odours from a fish marker, abattolr, piggery and
incinerator, and the fablure of septic tank disposal systems
at Sehools and Government dwellings .

All complaints were thoroughly invesiigated and appropriaie
action 1aken and/or discussed with the Local Awhority Health
inspector or, where necessary, recommendalions submitted 19 the
appropriate Auihority.

Two afficers attended a mosquite identification and contrel
course a1 Mildura, Victoria, and another officer amended a pest
controd course at the Queensland Instmne of Technodogy. The Chief
Inspector is the Health Department representative on the Plumbers
and Drainers Licensing and Examination Board, the Joint Committee
condiluted under the Sewerage and Water Supply Adl, the RCOHM
Warking Party on Toy S3afely and the Steering Committee for Waste
Disposal Study of Brishane, The Senior Inspecior s the Health
Departmeni representative on the TAFE Committes or the revision
of the Course for Swimming Pool and Water Supply Operators.

SECTION OF ENTHETIC DISEASES

The reported incidence of Venereal Diseases in Queensland fell
[roem 139,35 per 100 000 in 1979-20 10 11452 per 100 000 in 1980-81.
There were 2 58] cascs reporied—ihis figure being 505 less than that
of the previous year, This vear is the second successive year in which a
fall has been reported.

This fall was noticeable in the overall number of cases in bath
Syphilis and Gonorrhoca. The former discase showed a reduction of
328 cases from 960 1o 633, whereas the number of cases of
Gonorrhosa fell from | 888 1o | 61%—a fall of 269 cases, Other
notifiable discases increased by 92 cases. (Table XXIIL)

Fewer females were reporied 1o be suffering from Venereal
Disgases in this financial vear==ihe female/male ratio roang o
12173

Although the 15- 1o 2M-year-old decade continues to be the most
affected decade, the incidence in this age group is 47,84 per cent of the
toLal miifications—a fall from the previowsly reporied %333 per ceni.
(Table XX100).

The Meirapolitan Aren was responsible for 45,84 per cent of all
reporied cases in Queensland. This figure of | 174 cases consists of
T0.6% per ceni due to Gonorrloea and 10,73 per ceni due to Syphilis,
whereas extra-metropolitan cases show 56,07 per cent of gonococcal
cases and 33,19 per cent of syphilitic infection, (Table XXIV).

“*Professionals”" were atiributed as the source of infection in only
4.6 per cent of cascs nodificd (Table XXVII and single people
comprised 62,42 per cent of those affected; OF the affected males,
TLE7 per cent were singhe compared with 62.24 per cent of females,
(Table XXVII).

Private practitioners reported 1378 per cent of notifled cases,
being 79 cases bess than in 1979-80 (Table XX1X), whereas 3742 per
ceni of cases attended esablished clinics. Metropolilan practilioness
reporied 588 per cent of novified cases which is slightly in excess of
the percentage reported in 1979-80,

There were 4 669 new palienis=being an incrgase of 191 or 4.46
per cent antending at the male clinic during 1980-81, byt the incidence
of nodifiable discases fell from 797 1o 716 Gonorrhoea notifications
were 52 fewer than in the previous year and there were 39 fewer cases
of Syphilis—the yearly Mgures for these two  diseases  being,
respectively, 551 and 30 notified cases. There were also 187 fewer
cases of Mon-Specific Urethritis but an inerease of Herpes Yirus
infection (from 68 1o 121) amongsl the new cases i the Male Clinic.

Mew allendances al the Female Clinie fell from 984 10 599,
although those presenting with natifiable di remained approxi
mately the same, being 224 this year compared to 226 in 1979-80.
Gonorrhoca was diagnosed in 136 (60.7%) and Syphilis in 13 patients
(2.08%). Oahier diseases were respomsible for the apporent
discrepancy,

Syphiblis

The tofal number of cases of S-rphili:. |¢por:e-:l is 631 (Table
KNXD but only 115 of these were clasafoed as E'trilﬂu'r}' 5}11]1||i$. This
figure is 15,167 per cent of the total and is a more accurate indication
aof the activity of the disease in Queensland. In 1979-80, the incidence
of primary syphilis was 4807 per cent. Table XXX shows the age
ineidence of primary syphilis for this fiscal year from which fable it
can be scen that the 20 10 29 year decade is the most affected.

Huomosesuals

Forty-seven more homasexuals reporied for imvestigation this
fiscal year—an indication of 1he acceptance of the attitude of ihe Male
Clinic ssaff. OF the 267 who attended, % were Tound o have a
notifiable disease—this Migure being made ap of 78 Gonococoal
infections and 13 Syphilitic infections.

Of those presenting. the infective rate is 35,20 per cent compared
with the rate of 13.97 per cent in the new cases of bisexual males.

This infective riate of 35.2 per ¢enl is compared with ihe 36,36 per
cent infective rate af the previous year,

Tahle XXVI1 indicates that the greatest incidence is in the 30-29
decade in which group 42,55 per cent occur.

Contact Tracimg

An attempt was made 10 contact 104 persans in the Metropolitan
arca, with 73 or 70,19 per cent being Tound, OFf this number, 67
attended For treaiment (91.78 per cem of those contacied or 644 per
cent of the tolal). Thiny-one persons gave a false address, a false
name of had moved.

Assisiance is given for contact tracing in the metropolitan and
exira-meiropolitan areas by the Division of Aboriginal Health and the
Division of Community Medicine.

B. Lactumaze Producing Gonorrhoea

There was a decrease in the discovery of B, Lecramase producing
Gongrrhoea in this Mnancial year-—eight cases being reporied
compared with 14 in 1979-80. All cases were contracted oulside Aus
tralia except one. In this case, the contact had been overseas.

Sensiivity testing was performed on 742 of the 763 specimens of
Gonorrhoes  forwarded 1o the Laboraiosy of Pahology  and
Microbiology.
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TABLE XXII
NOTIFIABLE VENEREAL DISEASES 1%63-64 TO 1980-81
Motificuions Age Distribution—Per cent
Year Males Females Toal Rate 00 D0 0-14 15-19 20-14 25+
196364 I 038 284 1322 40 1.1 29.0 e 80
196445 1173 6T 1 540 .5 0.5 289 0.5 40,1
196:5-66 1235 417 1 652 101.2 0.7 23.0 a4 41.9
1967 1221 445 1 686 100.3 1.2 26.1 35.2 1.5
167 -68 1 163 491 1 B354 97.2 0.8 219 34.5 40.8
19686 1422 611 2033 1161 i 21.8 357 19.4
1969-70 1403 547 1 950 102 1.2 5.3 331 40.4
1970-71 1441 439 1 880 103.3 0.9 6.5 s 9.8
1971=72 1575 L 2120 1160 0.9 3.8 354 9.9
1972-73 1 804 719 rL L 138.2 1.9 T2 1.9 169
1973-74 1 657 ] L 555 131.3 2.0 230 30.1 428
1974-75 1 708 872 2507 128.7 1.1 29 a8 7.5
1975-76 1391 i3 2079 103,18 .9 3.8 4.5 e
1976=7T 1 457 731 T 188 1031l 2.5 4.6 302 427
1977-7R 1 935 1 341 3276 153.31 265 23.23 30,65 A4, 46
1978-79 1212 1 461 31 154.7 308 24,49 2311 44, 32
1979-80 1 B55 1231 1086 139.35 1.59 3.2 30,04 45,07
|980-81 1 638 443 2 5E1 114.82 2.2% 21.3 3041 46.03
TABLE XXIII
SHOWING AGE GROUPS OF NOTIFIED CASES OF GONORRHOEA, SYPHILIS AND OTHER FORMS
il Gonorrhoea Other F
Syphilis (T afms Combined
" Sfales Females Taoal Aales Females Total Alales Females Taotal Total
Under | year .. | 1 2 1 e 1 3
1-d years g x 2 2 1 5 [ = L
5-9 years e 9 5 14 T 1 | 4 o 15
10-14 vears F 4 (] 1o k| 12 15 2 5 7 2
13-4 wears wa 26 El 107 4 1y 354 k1] 50 & 250
24 vears e 59 6 145 164 157 521 (3 %3 119 TES
25-20 vears o 1 45 122 1ig 92 i 4 16 S0 03
3-34 vears oo 40 7 &7 137 15 173 19 7 26 2t
A5-30 vears A 17 15 ax &7 {1} T i 4 12 121
H)-44 years on T 1] 17 58 4 62 [ 2 E &7
45-49 years S I 8 24 3 5 4l 6 2 b T3
H)=34 years Fi- 9 [ 1% 13 1 14 2 2 4 33
L350 years = 15 i 18 4 2% 4 3 1 4 26
b= years o 3 8 il | | mo 1 . o o 12
65 and over oa I 10 2t x o 2 2 o 2 30
Mot Stated i 9 12 21 12 4 16 s o T
Total - £ 8 LEE] 1152 467 1619 178 151 Er. ] 2 381
TABLE XXIV
Metropolian Onsrside Cenires Whaole Stane
— Males Females Mabes Females Males Females Toeal
Ciomorrhoes—
Umpecified. ... iveimemmsereen ] 3 ] 11 iz 14 46
Lt T | e 633 128 428 156 1 061 184 1 345
Sub-Acule ........ 3 58 S0 100 15 159 204
Chponsc. .0y 000 45 4 X 4 L L'3
Opthalmia ........ e S o oE
Vulvo-Vaginitis................ 2 k] L] L
G |1 P | R S S 635 191 33 276 1 152 467 1619
Syphilis—
D mrpeet el o s 1 i1 6 £ i & 139
2 26 L1 i1 L6 hi1) 11%
19 18 87 i 106 108 214
3 v 1 I 3] 4 7 11
20 2 &l 68 il T 150
2 - i iz 5 2
. I 1 1 1 2
Tl s ks [ 38 140 267 308 J2s LEE]
(Hher Forms—
ol BOrE . i han ape e 17 = | 2 18 2 20
Verereal Warts ... 118 =3 13 13 131 98 119
Ulcerative Granuloma ........ o i b I 5 9 51 B
Tl iiisnacciseeniininmanansis 135 &3 43 68 178 151 29
LELE LT B E Ba2 332 T a1l 1 638 943 2 581
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DIVISION OF TUBERCULOSIS

Direcior: E. W. ABRAHAMS, M.D.(Melb.), F.R.C.P.{Lond.}), F.R.A.C.P.
Assistamt Director: A, M. PATEL, M.B., B.5., F.R.C.P.(Edin.), F.R.A.C.P., D.E.C.T.

Chest Physician, Toowoomba: B. W. PARK, M.B., B.5.

Chest Physician, Rockhampton: D, W, KANE, M.B., B.5., F.R.A.C.P. (part-time)
Chest Physician, Townsville: A. M. Maithiesson, M.B., B.5., F.RA.C.P.

Chest Physician, Cairns: 1. E. THOMPSOM, M.B., B.

STAFF

There have been no changes in medical stalf since last year. The
mon-medical saalf of the clinde has been progressively reduced since the
suspension of mass radiography and i now siabilized a its lowest
level simee the early 1960°5. The volal stafl now numbers 57,

GENERAL
The inceease in notifications memioned last year has beer
miainained this year. Cases notified in recent wears are:— |977-78
197, 1978-79 231, 1979-80 261, |980-81 256.
While cases in South East Asian reflugess ($6) are a major (acior
im the increase, there has boen a small increxse in numbers, even when
allowancs is made fog this,

The number of cases due o Myveobecheriunr Bovis () ix of
interesl, as four of them came from the same family group, which
sUgEesls perann 10 person transmission of (his infection. This is
wnasual, as M. bowis, the arganism causing tuberealosis in cantle does
nol establish fsell as an endemic Infection in humans, though
occasional contact disease does occur.

A all this family group of patients have had industrial exposune
i the meal industey, no definite conclusions can be drawn as to the
spread of infection in these cases, but person Lo person infeclion scems
likely.

There were 18 cases in indigenoes Australians, just half as many
ad last vear. The Larger number last vear réfecied an Xoray survey of
Cape Yorke and Torres Strait liland communities in 1979, Since 1974,
the annual figures for Aborigines are:— 20, 22, 21, 27, 31, 19, 36, and
now 15

Tuberculosss control is in a very dilficult siage in Australia, and
other Weslern countries alvo, where it has been energetically attacked
during recent decades, and where the incidence of new cases has
shown only small Muctuations during recent years,

A new syslem ol active case-linding % necessary Lo replaoe mass
radiography which has become oo expensive bo be cost efficient, but
there is po agreement as (o how this can be done.

During this vear, preliminary planning has been carried out, 1o
allempl a r:pl:utlm:nl for mass miniature radiography and it i o
begin m Brishane in July, 1981, and shortky after that in rural argas of
Craeensland.

Ericily. this depends on the ongoing X-ray follow-up of this
group of people found 1o have strongly positive ueberculin tests during
aar last round of compulsory mass X-rays.

It has been shown in the last (oo years that 12 limes the numbser
of caves notified came from this group than from those skin tested,
bt found 1o have negative or small iuberculin reactions. This justifies
an attempd (o Keep them under annual X-ray surveillance, This should
b much mofe codd-effechive than oar later masi maniatwre
radipgraphy campaigns, as many fewer X-rays will be needed 1o
disconer Bl'll'll'{l\iﬂll[ﬂj' the same number of cases.

As with mass miniaure radiography, the objective is 1o diagnose
dhsease early and minimize infection of other people, particularky
family comtaces,

TREATMENT

During the past 10 years, there has been a great deal of research,
much of it organized by the British .'.Int.lil;ﬂ Research Council and
carnied oul im British Commonwealth countries, aimed at developing
an effective treatmeent of shorter duration than that which is now
witdely regarded as standard treatment in the Western Warld.

F.RA.CP.

The drug treatment of atvpical tuberculosis — that is tuberculosis
caused by ayvpical wibercle bacilli, i as yet most uasatisfactory and
there is linle evidence than the course of the disease is alvered by treat-
memt even wilh four or more drugs a1 the same tlime. When possibbe,
surgical resection gives more salisfsctory resulis than drag ireatment,
bul unforunately few patients present with sufficiently lmited disease
for this 10 be possible.

LUMNG CANCER

The establishment, within the Depariment of Health, of a cancer
regisier is most welcome; statistics regarding cancer of the lung on a
State-wiibe basis cannod fail to show the imporances of lung cancer 453
public health probbenm.

A some 80 per cent of lung cancers are due 10 cigarette smoking,
it is theoretically the maost easily preventable cancer of which we have
knowledge, and ity continuing and increasing toll of both men and
women is a sad reflection of the wery curious atfitude 1o healih
problems which has grown up in Australia during Pecenl Years.

There are many demand: for protection from  potential
carcinogens — real or imagined — where action 5 requined’ by
somcone other than each individual person, but extreme reluctance
for that individual 1o protect himself against the best documented,
personally administered environmental carcinogen — cigaretie smoke,

COUNTRY CLINICS

As mentioned above, all ches physiclan posithons a1 the reghonal
chesi clinics are now filled and the poutine cover of consuliam and
follow-up clinics at rural hospilals will continue.

These wisits, which grew out of the follow-up of persons found in
mass X-raf campaigns 10 have abnormal chest X-rays, provide a con-
sultant vervice 1o rural arcas, as well as o means of supervision of cases
of tubercubosis and oaher ches illnesses for persons living away from
centres with consultant health facilities.

They alig provide the means for X-raying and investigating
persans in e higher risk group already mentioned, who do nol live in
the larger coastal clies.

MIGRATIIN

As last vear, refupees from South East Asia are siill amriving in
regular groups, All are radiologically screencd overseas, and many are
commenced on anli-tubercubous treatment prior o entering Australia.

The screcning &5 repeated on arrival, and supplementied by
tuberculin eas in an effon 1o identify those in the under 30 age
group, with wvery large wbesculin reactions, suggestive of recent
infection.

These individwals are of fered chemoprophylaxis with soniazid 1o
reduce the number who will subsequently develop tuberculouis.

This s perhaps the maost imponant single activity of the Chest
Clinic an the presemnt time, and is a major activity of the visiting chest
clinic sisters, The prevention of disease by chemoprophylaxis with
isoniazid nod only redeces the amount of illmess which will occur in
those persons taking the drug, but by so dodng, protedis a subsequent
generniion from infeciion.

MASS N-RAY SURVEYS

Volumary surveys continued during the early part of this
linandal year and concloded in September, 1980,

The electorates Xerayed werez=- Townsville, Townsville West,
Townsville South, Pan Whitsunday, Mackay, Mirani, Part Peak
[rowns, Pam Calide. Pan Burdekin.

Mass radiegraphy has been the main case-finding weapon of the
| land campaign against luberculosis, 18 was compulsory from

This is & combination of drags, initially lsoniasd, Rifampécin
and gither Sirepromycin of Ethambutol for a period of three months,
then Rifampicin and Isoniazid for a further six months — in all, nine
manihs’ ireatment.

If this drug combination §s not used, there is no satisfactony
evidende that treatment with differemt drugs for nine months, or e,
is sufficient to produce both satisfactory resolwlion of disease and a
negligibbe relapse rare. 1 cannot be sulficiently emphasized thai, il
rreatemenl i3 inferrupted by patlent defaule, by toxicity or any other
cause, a longer period of ireatment is necessary, and expen advice
shosld be oblained wrder these circumstances.

195% 1o 1977,

Durineg this time, some 4 000 000 Xorove were inken, amd over
2 000 or some 12 per cont of cases natified during the period of the
surveys found directly by them.

Jn o wddition, many other individoals found o have mon-
tuberculows illness of the lungs and cardiac ailmenis have been
broughl under medical care much earlier than would otherwise have
been the case.

The Director of Tuberculosis would like 1o express  his
appreciation of thelr efforts, 1oall thode invoelved in this undenaking.
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HIGHER RISK GROUP

Throughour this vear, plans for a case-finding replacement for
mass radiography have been made.

This involves the follow-up by chest X-ravs, of persons
considered 1o be more an risk of developing whercubosis than average.

During the last round of compalsory mass radiography, some
100 0K persons were Found 1o have strongly positive tuberculin skin
tests, and this group is the core of the ““higher risk group™ 1o be
Tollowed up.

Additions 10 the group will be made from migrams, from
tuberculin positive school leavers, contacts, and those with pulmonary
abnormalitics of unknown origin when the scheme is established.

TUBERCULIN TESTING AND B.C.G. VAUUINATIONS

A change this vear in school holidays in Quecnsland, with four
baeaks instead of three, has increased the difficuliies of programming
the 143 metropolitan and 66 pear country schools. The programme of
routine Tuberculin testing and B.C.G. vaccinalion continues for
CGirade 8 studenis, with parental permission.

Routine  sereening  of  sawdems  of  Marsing,  Medicine,
Physiotherapy, Speech Therapy, and Trainee Teachers conlinues.
Included in the routine is the screcning of all Souwth East Asian
refugees arriving in Queensland, including the increasing nuember
sponsared by the Communily Refugee support scheme.

With motificatbon by maternity hospitals of new-born Aboriging
bahies and lialson with Sisters of the Aboriginal Heallh Team in
metroplitan and country areas, the majority of these babies is
offered some protection from tuberculosis by administration of
B.C.G. vaccination,

POMICILIARY VISITING

Although caring and edwcation remains the constant role of the
tubercubosis visiling sister, a new dimension is increasingly eniering
this area of work — that of liaison between other physicians, hospitals
paticms and chest clinics.

As patients spend less time in hospital, there is also a greater need
for frequent domiciliary visils, This vear has seen a shight increase,
namely | 66T visits in the metropolitan area and 000 in country
dustricts,

Initial and follow-up supervision of contacls is becoming maore
exacting, without the support of compulsory  chest Yoy
programemes, In all, 113 notified metropolitan and near country cases
have required this attention,

From a toal intake of over | 300 South East Asians, some £06
commenced l:hﬂfmrnpl'l}'hl.ki:. and 50 were established, or comtinued,
on treatment this year. The task of supervision is an important and
arduous one, particularly afier they leave the Wacol Hosiel, The co-
aperation of the Wacol stall, both marsing and other, in managing the
distribution of anti-iuberculous treatment is much appreciated.

We express gratiude alio 1o the Sisters of the Blue Nursing
Service, [or their willing co=operation in giving regular injections or
attending to wound dressings when such help is requested.

SOCIAL WORKER

With modern treatment, tabercelosls B no longer a serious
financial threat, as it was when the bread winner faced a long period
of hospital care, but a numiber of patients who are atlending the Clinic
for treatmcent have presented with difficulties. These problems range
frgm finandial, including pensions, benefits and compensation claims,
housing and employment, (o personal and family problems, which are
aften directly related (o illness,

It can be seen that there has been an increase in the number of
new clienis referred. Some of these have been Indo-Chinese refugees,
whose probdems are increased by the language barrier, which is biself a
considerable hardship.

Druring the year, linison with other agencies has grealy (acilivaned
work with these clients. Assisiance from these agencies including the
Depariment of Social Security, Queensland Housing Commission,
Division of Community Medicine and Geriarics, Alcohol and Deug
Dependence Service, the Prince Charles Hospital, the Australian
Tuberculosis  and  Chest  Association and  other voluntary
organizations such as Lifeline, St. Vincent De Paul, and the Salvation
Army is geatelully acknowledpad.

Social Work Care Analvsis

Coses carried Forward Trom 30-6-80 42
Mew clienis .. £ 32
o A T e L L T e T S e 7
Number of cases still active ot 1=-T=Bl ........coiermmnsmmismnnannes 45

TUBERCULOSIS ALLOWANCES

Though the effects of inflation have steadily eroded the
advaniage a Tuberculosis Allowance has over other social benefis, it
is sl a very considerable help to patients and their families.

The benefit, graned on the medical recommendation of the
Director of Tuberculosis and paid by the Department of Sacial
Security, is imtended 10 encourage patients to sop work and have
treatment. Forlunately, with shorler periods of invalidity dee to
modern treatment, few patients, excepd the elderly and those wiih
complicating illness, require benelits for long periods.

Forty-three persons were in receipd of the allowance at the end of
Jung, 195].

TABLE XXX]
NOTIFICATIONS OF TUBERCULOSIS FOR YEAR ENDED 3mh JUNE, 1981
MEW ACTIVE AND PROBABLY ACTIVE CASES SHOWING AGE, SEX AND 5STAGE OF DISEASE

Maken Females Perwons
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TABLE XXXV TABLE XXXVII
MUMBER OF TUBERCULOSIS MOTIFICATIONS AND RATE T.B. NOTIFICATIONS OF MIGRANTS YEAR ENDED 30-6-81
1M QUEENSLAND (PER 100 00 MEAN POPULATION)

Arrival in Auwsiralia British Non-British | Indo-Chinese
Number of Modification
Year Motilications Rate Within | year.............. 4 12 i
Within § vears 5 {13 .
513 417 OWer 5 ¥EAMS o vaavvninnanens S 9
595 499 — " S —
TED 62.9 17 1 6
43 T4.1 — —
B2l 3.1 Percentage of Total...... 1€.34% 29815 £3.840%
Ti5 3.6
GRS 0.3 Toual Migranis 1K = 878 of all nexifications of 237 caun
639 45.8
852 59.9
789 54,4
;ﬂ ;if TABLE XXXVIII
231 371 SOUTH EAST ASIAN MIGRANTS
gﬁ ;:]I Mo, of Armivals
281 ”"! Brisbane Chest | Linder Trearment Receiving
631 31'3 Year Climic for Tuberculosis | Chemoprophylaxis
;f; g_é 1978=1979 I 137 51 £y
382 8 1979- 1980 I 116 58 431
Ao 6.8
1971-1972. ......... 248 136
1972-1973........... 247 13.0
1973=1974.._........ 241 124 TABLE XXXIX
m‘;’l;: ----------- gf; :“]: NUMBER OF NEW CASES OF CARCINOMA OF THE LUNG
TEARTT 38 10.4 SEEN AT THE BRISHANE DIVISION OF TUBERCULOSIS
bl o o Bt July, 1958 10 30th June, 1959 .oovvovvveccie 56
I!'IB-I'JW'. 261 1.3 st July, 1939 1o Mkh June, 1960 ... B3
1980- 1981 =3 357 TE 151 July, 1968 1o Mkh June, 1961 83
_ 151 July, 1961 to Meh June, 1962 1
151 July, 1962 10 Hkh Jume, 1963 ([0
1a1 July, 1963 1o Meh Jume, 1964 L]
151 July, 1964 to Meh June, 1965 (1]
151 July, 1965 to Mih Junc, 1966 1&
151 July, 1966 10 Mih June, 1967 147
It July, 1967 o Meh Jupe, 1968 104
st July, 1968 1o Meh Jume, 1969 131
1a1 July, 199 1o Mh Jume. 1970 0
151 Fuly, 1970 1o Muh June, 1971 111
151 July, 1971 1o Mith June, 1972 54
TABLE XNXVI Ist July, 1972 1o Mih Junc, 1973 37
NLUMBER OF DEATHS FROM TUBERCULOSIS AND DXEATH 15t July, 1973 to 3Kk Junc, 1974 55
RATE (FER 100 000 MEAN POFULATION) IN QUEENSLAND 151 lul:.': 1974 i Mih .Turu: 1975 21
15t July, 1975 10 Mikh June. 1976 i6
Calendar Death 15t July, 1976 1o Muh Junc, 1977 12
Year Dethis Haie 1st July, 1977 1o Hh June, 1978 ... ]
15t July, 1978 1o 3h Jume, 1979 .. 38
136 19.5 1t July, 1979 1o Heh June, 1980 ... 53
126 15.4 Ist July, 1980 o M0uh June, 1981  .oovveeernee. 36
216 1.2
162 12.6
140 1.6
137 0.2
&l 57 TABLE XL
42 .6 CASES OF LUNG CANCER DISCOVERED BY M.X.R. FOR
Rl 54 CALENDAR YEAR 1980
78 5.4 ——
B3 5.7 1949
12 4.7 150
54 5.3 1961
iy 5.1 1962
75 4.7 1943
42 2.5 15404
43 2.6 1963
SR i4 1545
1] ia 1967
31 1Ly 1965
T 2.1 1965
29 1.6 1970
24 1.3 1971
12 0.6 1972
22 1:1 1973
o 1.3 1974
26 1.2 1975
19 0% 1976
=2 1.0 1977
12 0.5 1978
Best 1979
Available Available 1980
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DIVISION OF INDUSTRIAL MEDICINE

;3Dir=ﬂm of Industrial Medicine: E. M. RATHUS, M.B., Ch.B.(Cape Town)

Medical Officer: . A. SMITH, M.B., B.5.(Queensland) (from 24-11-80)
[Industrial Health Inspector: 1. W, MULCAHY, A.R. San. |

This Division provides a service for the investigation of
- oecupational health harands. The sciemific resources of the Govern-
- ment Chemical Laboraiory are relied on for detailed delineation of
pt and chemical data and the Laboratory of Microbiology and
Pathology for biochemical and related studies, The Chest Clinic co-
OPETEes in X-ray surveys of men in dusty accupations. A closes liaison
s maintained with the Department of Labour Relations, and is
Inspectorate of Factories and Shops, and Division of Occupational
Bafety. as well as the Depaniment of Mives aml Inspectors of Mines,
on m':ihm where considerations of sccupstional health and safey
prevail.

ROUTINE INSPECTHINS

About M) inspections and investigations were carried out in
Cvaniows indiusiries by staff during the vear. Many of ihese were
“amplified by full-scale investigations ar the indusirial hygiene level in
Corder 1o ascertain the specificily of various toxic, chemical and
- physical hazards in the working environment. Several were of mone
than usual interest and are reporicd below.

INSPECTIHNS

The Industrinl Health Inspector carried out 100 inspections
~melated to the indusirial health aspects of noise, methyl bromide
Mwmigation. waterfrom insestigations, use of asbestos in special
-applications such as fire-doors, carbon monoxide harards in indusiry
and industrial dusts and fumes.

The industries concerned were engineering works, large manu-
facturing enterprises, dockside and ships" situmions, and some mis-
cellancous groups.

LEAIY, PESTICIDES, LABDRATORY TESTS

During the vear, 132 visis were made 10 lead indusiries in the

meetrapolian area and other areas where impordant bead mdusiries
exist. Approximately 2 800 tests were carried ot on about 645
- . The results are utilized for assessment of a safe working
environment, and appropriate action follows any wrroward figures
~which may be the result of poor handling, poor supervision and
hygiene, or inefficient engincering design.

Supervision of pesticide operators covers mainly packing
procedurcs, and abowr 300 1esis on 135 emplovees were carried out in

35 visitx 1o swch firms. Chlorinmed hvdrocarbon  levels and
~cholinesterase (csting are taken regularly and advice based on any
sigrificant deviation from accepted ligures for exposed workers,

miry visits are carried owl during the spraying scason when this can
: bt.lrﬂ_nth bt the services of the Davision are always available Tor
- eaposed groups requesting lesis (crop spraying by air, farmer groups,
- research seieniists, eic.)

H NOMSE

ks MNoise surveys and suwdiomerric testing are carried oul on a regular
- banis, pamicularly where more detailed studics seem indicated. Special
‘='Im.i may be made by indusiry of seferred by the Chiel Inspecior,

= and Shops, os @ result of surveys under the MNoise Reogu-
lations. There has been an increasing interest in noise problems, par-

¥ in the larger concerns. A number of larger industries have

1 ROisE Measuring mstrumentation, and several have a pro-
ine of mehomelric testing.

~ The implementation of the Hearing Conservation Rule by the

- Factoress and Shops Inspeciorale s extending the concepts of

: ot i this field.

ASBESTS

Bxining ihe year, 1he opporiunity to undenake several open space
<ounts for ashestos fibre in buildings presented isell. As will be
i very large number of buildings throaghou Queensland
been fire-proofed with asbestos fibre, especially so where open
girder sketetons were used in the past.
This type of application has been superseded both in construction
and in fire protection materials. Significant counts could be
wed from large arcas of dereriorating surfaces when disturbed,
in moat instances counts for asbesios fibre are quite minimal in the

Leciure halls have shown fibre counts ranging (roan 0,01 po .02
fibres/ml, with some counts of less than 0.005 fibres/ml over long-
term counts in areas where perforated ceiling shegis are installed, Mo
huzard can be postilated for 1hese silnations,

I other buildings, counis were undenaken while ceiling panels
were removed for maintenance and alterations. Both buildings had
inaulated steel girders above the suspended ceiling. Fibre counis were
lexs than 0.0 fibres/ml mwear the opening and wp o § metres away, bt
in the ceilling space the count was 0.28 fibres ml and represents e
Migure that would be expenenced by a workman in the space.

In one building undergoing extensive alierations, counts of 0.6
Lo 070 ibres/ml were encountered. All fibres were identified as ither
amnsite, chrysotile or a mixtare, with man-made mineral fibre,

Ad interesting  esperiment  was  unseriaken on hair-drvers
insulated with asbestos. Test filters placed 10 cem from the outlel pori
in the exhaust air showed an average count of 0208 Hibres/ml. Back-
grownd in the room 2 aeetres from the swlet portat full blast averagsd
less than LD [ibres/ml.

In the hair-dressing section of an instrectional faciliny, average
counts af L2 fibres/ml were found on sampling filiers placed
symmetrically arowmnd subdjecis 1.2 metres above the floar.

It appears thal there ane variabbe factors thar infNuence the levels
ol these counts. All are well bebow (less than oneaenth 1o bess than
one-1wo hundredih) of the Threshold Limit YValae, but do indicate the
need for proper building mainienance in the average situation, and an
awareness of the need for sensible care and protection when working
o these areas in the neighbourhood of previously insulated surfaces,

PESTICIRES

A survey of bendiocarb operators revealed a virteal absence of
siitnil’iuu.m exposure, w0 Hial routine precautions seem adequate.

A survey of growers in the Cleveland/ Rochedale O rmiston area
revealed thar amongsi 78 wolanicers. only a wvery few showed
cholinesterase resubis in the lower ramges of normal. Sigmilicange can
only be attached ar the group bevel, but generally orchardisis seem 10
handle their pesticides reasonably well. However, those using methyl
bromide as a soil fumigant showed unexpeciedly high resulis, and a
pamphla previously circuladed was maode avoilable, (See Anmual
Report 1979-80,)

MINES AND METALLURGICAL PRIESSES

Several large-scale smelters amd metnl exirnction plans were
visibed for discusssons, Al one large copper mine, a Tull-scale
investigaiion was carried out ai the reguest of Mine Management and
the Australinn Workers' Lnion in an endeavour 1o catablish the level
af kead hoeand sehich existed in the recovery of e eoonammic melals

The basic reasons for the need 10 examine the problem was the
fact thal recenl copper/gold compleses contain lead in sariable
quantlies from 500 p.pom. o 1.5 per cent as lead sulphide, with a
probable average of 0.4 per cem,

This had led 1o the recognition of a kead hazard potential from
dust and fume from the beneliciated one in the smeler and converter
[ guialait it

The investigation demonsirated i general lower average lead in
air concentrations ohtained than those expected in the *'lead hoard™
indpsiries. Several work logations were, however, identified which
were substantially higher than the recoommended TLY For the time-
weighted average maxi andl as expected these were al the furmace
tapping points and on feming situations in the converter aisle,

Recommendations based on the findings have been submitted for
stady, and in is hoped they will assisi in the design of conirols,

GESERAL

An ineresting sitwation arose in o tmber mill where 5 workess
cagaged on cheaning ash from a burner developed superficial burns on
thie skin. An analysis of the adh revealed S0 per ceml Caleium oxide
(Cald) with a pH 14, However, the origin of the Cat-ash is endirefy
speculative, and no funher alkaline sesidee has been detecred

A sludy wias undertaken in a firm progessing p-dichloro-benrene
Excellent coniral systems were apparent, and no detectable absorprion
was apparent. However, concentrations were aboun half the TLY of
T5 p.p-m., and some discussion on improved venrilation should bower
thin figure furiher.






Dirgctor: J. P. MeGILVEAY, M.Sc.
FPhysicists: D. F. MINES, M.5¢c.
L. G. HINSCH, B.5c.
R. M. CASEY, M.App.Sc.(Med. Phys.)

Chief X-ray Engineer: P. G. McNEILLY
Senior Electronic Technician: A. J. DORAN
Senior Denial Servicing Officer: N, NEIL

i Instrument Maker; H. R, HUNT

The demand loF servives provided by this Division has increased
due o the cominued expansion and apgrading of paticat-related
| equipmsent in health care services, The heavy demands on the Healih
!} Physics and Radiographic Advisory seclions as a result of enactment
l of ite Redioective Snbstances Ace Amendeens Ace 1978 have levelled

ol bur remain ar a high level following proclamation of the Aa in
E 1980, In addition, the Healih Physics section has esperienced an
| increased demand in the area of non-ionizing radiation.
~ The activities of the Division for 1980-81 may be considered
under the following headings:—
(a) Healih Physics Service:
by Medical Physics Service;
) Radiographic Advisory Service;
iy X-ray Engineering Group:
(el Medical Elecironics Group:
1) Demal Servicing Group;
(g} Instrumem Bepair Section;
{hi Education and Training:
i} Commitiee Work,

M LRk A

(a) Health Physics

This service, in conjunction with the Radiegraphic Advisary
Service, carried out 122 assessments of applicants for a licence ta Use
Teradiating Apparatas, required irder the Bodiogciive Siebsigmoes Aot
Amendienr Aer 1978,

The Radiodogical Advisory Council granied 685 licences for
inradiating apparatus qup 4335 from last veard and 300 licenees for
radioactive substances (up 136 from last vear). An increase in the use
of irradiating apparatus in the State resubied in the issuing of %00
Certificates of Registration (up 64 from lass vear).

The Radiation Monitoring Service provided 24 318 services Tor
the mopitoring of radiaion exposure of occupationally exposed
persannl.

Seven (7) water samples were assaved. for alpha-particle and
beva-particle activitkes, For the Water Quality Council of Queensand.

_ Inhe field of non-ionizing radiation, 12 micrawave ovens, seven

III\‘.I one ultra violet source were inspected and wested. Three i3)

o the microwave ovens ard the ubira violel source did not comply
with accepled salety standards.

Medical Physics
During 1920, four Inspection Groups were established in e

e inle public hosparals, The co-ordination of activilies ol
e groups, amdl the dissemination of information belween groups
has become the responsibility of the Medical Phy © service. During
ARe year, this section inspected and tesied a todal of 29 new (ypes or
els of electromedscal equipment 0 delermine complance with
.l safery  standards, Fifteen (150 items Failed the first
NSt OF these, six passed @ subsequent inspection /res aficr
ble modifications had been made, Preliminary inspections of a
sevem ilems were made. These have ot as ver, been submitted
r detniled inspection and testing. This section received advice on five
“hazand alerts'™ and advised users where pecessary.

| Radiographic Advisors Service

Hm’ﬁ invalvement in the asvessment of applicands for a licence
iradiating apparatis led 1o a reduction of hospital sisits for the
rpcse of inspecting facilities, assessing quality of work, and tuition
Mall, wo 36,

. 11";"'55'-"'“1: radiographer service provided 63 reliel periods 10 21
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DIVISION OF HEALTH AND MEDICAL PHYSICS

‘Technical Officer (Radiography): N. H. SERICO, M.LR.

Ay Xeray Engineering Caroup

A total of 445 irems of Xeray squipment requined the atlention of
this proup because of breakdowns, CF these, 154 were solved by the
aperaton, radiographer or bocal electrician, acting under the direciion
of the X-ray engineer by welephone: A further 127 unils were repaircd
in the workshop. ||."J'u|‘|lL 4 requining a visit by an Xeray engineer.

Thee group made 136 visits 1o hospitals o perform mouline
LN ENERCE,

The group also hos a major anvelvement in ansallations, All
installmions by companies were imspecied. Divisional enginecrs were
invelved in six installations of equipment and in refurbishing of ome
wikil by e workshop.

tel Medical Ebcctironics Caroup

A total of 244 regular service sisiis were made o lsospiiaks o
mainiain cleciromedical equipment; carry ool on-site repairs wherne
possitde, and offer advice and instruction 1o operaters, o addition,
1 022 ineies were serviced in the waorksog.

Presdelivery tests ansd inspections were carried oa os 150 ines of
squipment prior 10 despateh 10 hospitals.

Monuering of implanied cardiae pacensakers was performed fo
14k panicats in 16 hospitals.

The groap developed a device fon the rapad checking of the
avcuracy of infusion pumps and anosdlier b0 enable hospital operatons
for view the cordiac cxvcle before recording the information.

Service of equipment used by home dalvsi patients and similar
equipment installed incountry hospitals s perfosmed by a sub-section
of thse Medical Elecironics Growp. During the vear, 148 problems were
redtiflied; three wnits were relurbished. In addition, 16 uniis were
recalled from wse for complete overhanls while ansther 16 units were
imspected, overlasiled and lestad prios i issee 10 patienis. A odal of
38 regular mainienande visits were made 1o 29 sites during e ver.

I'he on-call service, established 1o handle out-of-lours problems,
hansiied five problenss,

) Dental Sersicing Grroup

The continuing growih of the School Denial Service bas funihcr
increased the demands madec on this group, Kegular service visits o
LRGN SQUIPmEnt, Cary oul on-site repairs where possible, amld
alfer advice and inslruction 1o operators, are made 8o couniry
'l-ﬂ"it"ilill\ aiwl school dental climigs. A breakdown service i oy sled
Tor demal clinics in the metropalitan area only.

A toaal of B80T visiis wene made 1o fxved school denial dinaes and 5
further 279 1o denial caravans.,

Eguipment was installed in 56 new deninl surgeries in 1 selused
clinkes and I8 carasans, Installations are expsciel 160 comimee fod
A TR Sl

Regular service visits (o hospital climes totalled 427, Installations
were Cirmed oul in nise surgerics,

Instrumment repairs performed e the workshop imgremsed 1o
1 220, while repairs 1o olier types of dendal equipment decreased 10
2600, s dhe groaip ks o Kager repaining sterilisers,

igh Insirument Repale Section

Tas section recenveds indrumenis for repair direct from hospaals
as well as repairing sub-assemblies for other service groups. When
reguited, special purpose 1osds and instrumens mol available comn-
meraaally ane designed and fxbricated.

A total of 277 insiruments were received from hospiials for
repair. [aaddation, &0 ijfems were repaired of manulactured for odher
service groups.

A totad of 23 specin]l purpose iMSIFUITenis OF SCCCLROTIE: Were
manufactored. These maged from aleminium plancheties of specifisd
design, requirgd for radiation measurements, a el of high paris
iluminivm filters required for N-ray beam quality messuremenis
through 1o delibrillator 1est-plates.
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DIVISION OF MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH
Director: Dr J. F. McFARLANE, M.B., B.S., F.R.C.P., M.F.C.M., FA.CM.A

Deputy Director: Dr L. BURLESS, M.B., B.5.
Medical Officer: Dr 1. F. TAIT, M.B., B.5,

Mursing Superintendent: J. HEMRY, S.R.M., Dip.M.Admin., F.C.MN.A.
Deputy Mursing Superintendent: A, M. 5. SILVER, 5.R.M., Dip.M. Admin., F.C.N.A,

Supervisors: M. GLEN, 5.R.N.
L. FIORI, S.R.N.
E. McLOUGHLIN, 5.R.N.

INTRODUCTION

During the year, a new clinic was opened al Wesl End. One of the
ariginal clinkcs opened in 1918 was demolished 10 make way for the
new building which comains a well baby clinic and facilities fof
Toddber's Clinies as well as Studemt Teaching. Ansber new low-sel
brick building was opened at Wynnum—again on the site of an
existing clinic. Mothers greatly appreciate the upgrading af clink:
facilitics af these and other arcas throughout the State, where rented
shops or office space has been made available for baby clinic purposes
(Caloundra. Pialba, Cleveland, Marsden, Edmonton, Walkerston.
Park Avenue, Boyne lsland, Emu Park, Meandarra, Middle Moent
and German Creek).

Public interest in the suppontive service provided by the staff of
Maternal and Child Health is reflected in @ rise in clinic arcendances,
particularly in the new mining arcas of the State { Dvsan, Moranbah)
and the coastal areas of rapid population growih (e.g. Gold Coast,
Gladstone, Sunshine Coasl).

Dhering the year & number of sénior siafl retired and their services
will be greatly missed—Miss 1. M. O'Donnell, Miss E. J. Lovelock,
Mliss A, G, Sweer, Miss V. L. Winter and Miss H. Shonlewood.

In 1980, the infant mortality rate in Queensland was 11.3 deatlis
peer | 000 livebirths as compared with 10,8 in 1979, This reflecis the
high quality of obstetric and perinatal care available 10 mothers
throughowt the State.

SERVICES PROVIDED

Baby Clinics—
Metropalitan Centres 15
Metropaolitan Sub-Centres - 14
Country Centres. ey
Country Sub-Centres 1%
Special Centres—
Rail Car ... o T stops
Muobile "lrnrls-—Ensbnnt 41 stops
Mobile Van—Cairns....... R ann
Mobile Van—Gold Coast . YT
Mobile Van—Mackay ..... oAl .}5“ ¥
Mobile Van—Townsville.... P R
From three Eoyal Fh'm:l Do-:h:hr $:r'|-|-:r.' Ham ................ 49 stops
Toddlers” Clinkes .. . 57 clinics
Ante-Natal !.'.‘lnl:s- 7 elinics
Medical B.lbyCthus... A 10 clinics

ANALYSIS OF CENTRE WORK

The births in Queensland in 1980 showed a fall from 35 195 in
19789 10 34 972 in 1980, However, the attendances at baby clinics rose
from 338 018 1o 539 T66. A the baby clinics, 12 567 feedings were
supervised and & 213 demonstrations in food preparation were given
60 the modhers, The telephone continwed o be used as an importan
method of consultation as 27 302 phone calls were received through-
oul the State. This is fime-consuming, b can ke of great help and
support o the mother in need of assistance.

Year Rirths
1974 3 403
1976 15 143
1977 34933
1978 34 468
1979 35 195
1 S980 34 972

HIOME VISITING

In Brishane, the two home vishing sisters made 4 363 visiis 10
madhers and babies. This service is of immense value 1o mothers with
frivil babics. In country areas, the local clinic sisters made a todal of
759 home visits (o babies not seen at the time of hoespital visiting or
who had defaulied with an expecied clinic attendance,

PURLICATIONS

The following newsletiers were distributed during the year 1o
metropolilan and COURLryY nEwspRIpers:—

A Disabled Child
Christmas Giving
Are We An Indoor or An Ourdoor People?
1 Don't Want To
Razhes In Babies

ANEONATAL SCHEENING

Meonmal screening for phenylketonuria and hypothyrokdism
contimwes 10 be performed by the Stae Health Laboratory and 98.1
per cent of the newborn babies in Queensland are tested on a
voluntary basis. During the year, one new phenyvlikelonuria was
disgnosed and eight chikdren were fouml 10 have hypothyraidism.

FRLI Hypothyroidium

Tests taken on MNeonates

in 1980-81.. 34307 34 307
Repeat Tesis RLI-.'I'.ILM'NI- 08 I 223
UnsatisTactory Initial Test 490 400
Posidive Results..oooeeverras | 5

Toanl Tests ....coonrunnnins 453 614 43 a2

Poshiive Resulis.......... 17 PRU i

10 Hyperphenylalanemia

Sance May, 1977, 3 331 PELU tests have been performesd on Ante-
natal patients. During the year, the first elevated level was obtained
and the expectant  madher  (probably  suffering from
hyperphenyvialancmin) has been placed on an appropriate diet.

SPECIAL LECTURES

During the vear, staff from the Maternal and Child Health
Service pave Dboclures on request Lo A number of groups
including—densal therapy students; Kinderganens; church groups:
clubs: associmions; School Health Service Orienaation; Communily
Flealth Orientation and Aboriginal Healih.

D McFarlane continued to appear on occasions on the **John
Crook Show™ on Channel 0.

SPECIAL BARY CLINICS
Mobile ¥uns
The mobile vans continue (0 provide a baby chinic service lor
meathers in isolation whether it be in a cily subuorlb or a counlry town:
Sin are located in Brishane and one in cach of the following
rowns:—CGold Coast. Townsville, Mackay and Cairns. In all, 36 478
visits were made compared to 58 228 the previous year.



if

Rail Car

The attendance at the Kasl Car chme which services the Monh-
Wt area of the Stane berween Hughenden, Julia Creek and Winlon
continues 1o be maintained as | 698 visis were made during the vear
compared to | 6k the previous year.

The isolated expectant mother continues 10 show interest in
receiving letters from the Ante-Matal Section; many of these are
roating letiers, but there were 82 letters of advice senl on request.

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES RELATED TO ANTE-NATAL CLINICS

b 1979-80 | 1980-81
Rosal Flying Doctor Service
o : f . Home Visits 1o Clinke defaulters oo {1} 11
Marernal and Child Healih sisters continue to work with the :
Roval Flving Doctor Service from their bases at Charlevalbe, Moum Tr?r:;;ﬁ:f_“;ﬂﬂ"“” te Maternal and Child P 860
Iza and Cairns, Many isolaied families are provided with professional S R
feelp that otherwise would be oo far away. During the year, 4 905 Ta::tl'l‘:"l:]‘:;“r"“'a' Mothers (Fartitude Valley ik i
children nmended the clinkc s compared with 6 265 the previous year. e
The fall in anendances probably reflecied the changes made 1o the A‘:‘I‘“d“mu‘r‘i&lg;‘:“h* Woodridge and = e
scheduled visit, The sisters co-operated well with the Royal Flying Cr'p{:‘rl BT I'ﬂl"w“”“"“;;‘“E;““I;-I;.II';;
Docior Service. acting as a part of their retrieval team particularly in IhLI::h:rsi_Nu i arded s £ 018 & 269
LD Circalar  leners  forwarded 1o Expectant
Mothers re *“The Expectant Mother*® ook
ANTE-SNATAL SECTION {1 T | IR ST s 2041 1 936
LA : % . ) . Response to Circular Letter . 1398 1 859
Increasing intergst i being shown in community educiion as 5
there were 855 avlendances at monthly flm showings keld atr Inala, E‘:“' t'““".":;“r' IDEEHJHCIDM 'a:th;“"“ ) 1 m 14 m
Winilridge and Upper Mount Gravail. There were a further 38 5 ”'f.r“m“ I.m;". xpectant MONErE...cv... 120 &2
attendances a1 talks held a1 Inala and Fortitude Valley. Both the C"’“‘f'“‘ ’;I_I:r.l[;:; b 5:11“:“1;:‘1!_1“11 ""1"""'
Muater and Rowval Brisbane Women™s Hospitals are assisting the gty T xpeciant Miother sl 1 350 1 7060
deceniralization of ante=natal care by transferring patsents 1o the R ol n::qu{,; n.‘rn B I“md has :als.
varsous suburban ante-natal climics. Tal:-z',:';'h;f;pmm:mrgln::crr" book pl 1318 26
There were 294 new cases seen and 5 448 subsequent visits made  ¢opaeq of *Before and After—The Facts ard
1o the ante-natal clinics saffed by the Maternal and Child Serviee au Functions of Childbirth™ sent on request ... 1382 1659
Fortitude Valley, Woodndge, Argonaut, Inala and Cabooliare {1 EEL Requests (oom country centres and hospitals
confinements with 70 Caesarcan Sections (5.1%); three stillbirths and fior copies of **Before and After—The Facts
seven twin pregnancies). There were, in addition, 40 new cases and 605 and Funetions of Childbinh™ . e 1 0%6 24
subsequent visiis made 1o Upper Moum Gravan, 175 new cases and Copies of Baby Pamerns sent .......... 4T i
1 494 subsequent visits made 1o Chermside—bath of these clinics are Copies of Maternity Bell PALLEINS SERL vvoveens 2 o
staffed by Medical Officers from the Roval Brishane Women's  yeigic v patients a1 Mater Mother's Hospital ... 1402 | 25T
Hospial.
TABLE L
SUMMARY OF AMTE-MNATAL PATIENTS
Prosst-Fatal Papanicolas
Hew Paticnis Subsequent Yisis Examination Transfers Smears
Clinie 1979 19l 19m 1980 1979 1980 1979 1980 1979 1520
Cabooliare...ccciuiiiana 16 15 138 108 4 14 o 18 12 17
Ol 45 iz 286 k1] (1] 13 oy T 43 3
158 183 2327 2418 130 120 162 215 193 167
Upper Mount Giravadi ....... 44 41 248 B0 42 3 a1 &l e, it
Woodrulge ... ELY 43 1 376 1925 64 4 B0 429 49 4
Afgomaul ... 15 15 642 627 L1 40 105 100 15 14
Chermaide. ...l 159 175 1 DEE 1 494 T 102 3= i 5 e
117 | S — e £ 59 509 & T25 7 547 Ind 426 64T 260 34 273

CORBESPONDESCE SECTION
During the vear, 171 mothers received assistance with problems
relating 1o thie care of their baby from the correspondence section. The
individual lefters of advice ore greatly appreciated by the mother.
There has been a marked increase in the number of phone calls from
mothers who have been unable to visit a Centre.

LECTURES IN PARENTCRAFT

During 1980, Paremcraft Leaures were given at 269 schools ar
1979-8i) | 1980-81 mnatitutions. Meetings were held between represematives of the Healh
Dep . the Education Department and Community Groaps 1o
Mumber of Birth Motifications received ..., WK =07 help 'd"-"‘“ﬂ':‘l:' a more comprehensive educational programme in
mumber of Circulars posted— f parencraft,
(Mo, 1) within reach of & OEMNE ...eeeeeenne. 570 R State High Schools.......cccoiciniininiissessesmnenss THY
[N, 20 mod within reach of 2 ¢enire ...coeverin s 03 Sale Secondary Dtplrlm:ntSﬂmoI; 35
Letiers 10 Cosrespondence in mesponse 0o Chiurch Sehatli.......veeemmmerernreers 48
Circular Mo, 2..... ey 8 6 78 Siave Special Schoals ....vo i e rsenssnmnmnres 1%
Letrers of advice re feeding & marl:mm...... 314 7| Saane Primary Schools............... 1
MNumber of ““Care of ML‘ALhﬂ and Chabd™ sen
o reuest A BV i deee seei s e sna e 1] B0
Mumber of pamphlets sent :nlmmg
T O o HIH 0T
Number of binhday cards semt during the
YA .. e AmmEEEE e A e e T0 29
b nf !Iﬂtnrm-ne L‘ath e I':cdmi and
nEanagemend .. R LA A RAR PR L g 2 ™T 1834
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The State has been divided into regions for ease of instruction, In isolated areas the bocal baby clinic sister gives the insiruciion.

State
Siate Sevondary Seate State Tatal
High Department Church Special Primary Mumiber
Area Schools Schools Schools Schools Schools of Schools
Metropolilam . e een e en s assassins 3k 4 0 21 [ [1]]
South East . 14 & 4 5 il
Darling Downs 12 1o L 5 35
[y ] B e e S e 15 i 4 z L]
Far Morth ; 15 4 5 2 53 26
Servdoed by Climic SIaM .. oo sansnissasssissnssis 17 25 7 . 1 50
Thursday  Island  Aboriginal amd  Islanders
BT L e e Lo e e i i mmmma ma 130 55 48 15 I 204
PARENTCRAFT STATISTICS
Total Number of Schools....... 6%
K L T T e 19 326
Totnd Mamber of Sueoess ol Stedents ... 14 288
TABLE LI
STATISTICS IN AREA DISTRIBUTION
Mo, of Examination | Successful Praje Paper
— Schools | Attendance | Candidases | Siudenis | Book Only Only Dizgualified
Metropolinan 101 5 RT4 7 o T T4 72 1112 I
T e e e e P i 2 i I 671 1 442 25 L] =n
T B 34 1 626 1 433 | 356 16 110 ¥
Rl T o b s 25 | 828 | 462 | 327 25 26 I
T e e A R 6 | 983 | 424 1 287 11 378 2
Serviced by Climic StalT. oo, 11 1 963 1 293 1 87 22 423
Thursday lsland DALA. ..., 1 48 46 35 1 1
T e e A T T e e 269 1% 126 15 325 14 258 (72 2440 3

PRE-SCHOOL HEALTH SERVICES

Medical Clinics are held a1 27 metropolitan centres. 14 country
centres, seven child care centres and nine pre-schools. In the
metropolitan area, 2 867 new patients were seen and an additional
4 0 subsequent examinations were made, In the country there were
I 682 new paticnis scen and 931 subsequent visits were made.

REFERRALS FROM PRE-SCHOOL HEALTH CLINICS

bMetropolitan |  Country
gy Airca Area
Bfermod 1o DOCtOr. ..o esiisinesverss 139 190
Referred 1o Hospital. 3% 7
Referred 1o Dentist ..., 14 8
Referred 1o Child Guidance 13 1]
Referred 1o Speech Therapist ... ... 30 14
Referned 1o Physiotherapist.............. e 2
Tests—
L e e e e 1 &
L T T 49 14
Haemoglobins and Smears............ 44 150
OO WIS oo e oo nrion i nr s e £ 1
5 e LT LT 1% i

ANALYSIS OF PRE-SCHOOL HEALTH CLINIC WORK

h IMctrﬁpolilarl Country] Total
-— Clinics Clinics | Hd.

Number of New Patients............. 2867 | 1682 | 4549
NIENI of Subssquent Visits....... 4001 4p | 4952
e R 6 BhE 2613 | 250
By O UGS i evianannsmnsnnnasn A 21 L3
Beetinibe o 16.9 118 15.1

DHCTOR'S CONSULTING CLINICS

Baby clinics where medical advice is available are now held ar
Forinede Valley, Indoosoopilly, Woodridge, Caboaliure, Chermside,
Inala, Wynnum, Fermy Hills, Sandgate and Coorparoa. A lotal of
6 611 amendances were made a1 these clinics (1 570 to the Clinic at
Fortiuede Valley where an additional 4 898 phone consubiations were
madek. The main problems seen refate 1o feeding and management—a
large percentage of these are due (0 parental insecurily and minor
pavchiatric problems.

SANDGATE HOME

During ihe year, 143 babies and children under 12 years were
cxamined for possible admission o the child minding home ar
Sandgare. In all. 737 babies and children were admined and 502
families bemefited from care during illness of theilr mother or
guardian. The average duration of s1ay in the home was 18.9 davs.

MOTHERCRAFT HOMES

Mothers of both antificially fed and breast fed babses continwe to
make use of the facilities provided by the Mothercraft Homes.
Mothers unable to avail themselves of the residential facalities attend
as day patienis and receive instruction in infant care and management.
{2 436 feeds were given on 3 day patient basis by mothers al the
Clayfield Home compared to 2 126 the previous year; 2 EVd were
given a1 the 51. Paul's Temroce Home compared with 3 FI5 in
197 0-5i.)

The homes act as training schools for both fully trained nurses
and child health assistanis. To date, 3 248 nurses have successfully
completed the Child Health course at the 5t. Paul’s Terrace Home and
1 391 Child Health Assistanis have been trained at the other homes.

Clayleld 5. Paul’s Ipswich
— 1979 | 1980 [ 1979 | 1950 | 1979 | 1980
Babées Admitted............ 163 | 165 | 200 | 210 | 10 | 157
Muothers Admitted ......... 6 | 104 | 129 | 113 ) 100 | 10T
Dakly Average—
B e e e 8.3 T N2 10s] 53 4.6
MOEBETS . rinnnnans 18] 2032 )29 |18 | 19
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SURVEY ON ILLNESS 1IN BABIES ATTENIING THE BABRY
CLINICS BETWEEN 1-T-80 AN} M-6-81

A survey was done on babies attending baby clinics befween
1=7-80 and 30:6-81 to discover the most frequently ocourning illness.
U pper respiratory tract infections occurred most frequently, followed
by diarrhoea and then chest infections, The child between 3 and 6
months of age showed the highest incidence of chest infection.

AGE OF ONSET OF DIARRHOEA, CHEST INFECTIONS AND
LIPPER RESPIRATORY TRACT INFECTIONS [N INFANTS
LUNDER 12 MONTHS OF AGE PRESENTING BETWEEN
1-7-80 AND 30-6-81 IN THE METROFOLITAN AREA

Age of Cnset Dinrrhoea | Chest Infections | Lirti

0-3 momihs ...ovenmmmreennns B9 E3) 407
O-6 months ....0a0. B 1 L]
G=2 monihs ... : 53 0y 226
Q- 12 MONIhS «vvvannanannnmans 22 {1} 6
Rl e an aaaes 230 130 1108

CASES OF SPECIFIED INFECTIONS IN INFANTS UNDER 12
MONTHS OF AGE  PRESENTING TO  THE
UNDERMENTIONED BABY CLINICS DURING YEAR
ENDED 3tih JUKE, 193]

oy Diarrhisea | Chest Infections | Ui
Mereopolitan—
Acacia Ridge oo 8 & a
Argonast....._.. B 7 55
Ashgrove........ [ il
Bandomn. ..caaieas 4 1]
Clavileld . oecannnan 2 9
Coopers Plains.... . e T
Cordina.. ........... i 2 15
East Hrisbane... 1 2
Enopgera ........ - 2 1%
Everton Park ... 2 I
Ferny Hills........... 11 15 T2
Fortimade Valkey .. & 2 41
Graceville ....i0iann 2 1 10
Hamilton ..... 1 16
Hendra ...cco 3 g
Indbooroopilly .. 1 3 i
Kelvin Grove .., 1 = El
Kenmore ........ i 7 H 13
L4 | e 4 % 30
Mitchelton ... ... = 7 IT
Moorooka ... 11 B f
Faddingion ... 17 [1] 6
Salshary oo 4 e 5
Springwond. . 18 12 180
Sunnybank... 14 & o«
The Gap... 5 2 i
TOWBNE aeveninne 1 1 7
Lipper Mt Gravaig 4 8 el
Wt End .. rld 11 A4
Woadridge. ... o 35 14 138
Wisdloongabba ......... 12 7 T
Couniry—
[T — 135 9 64
Mackay Maobile Van .., 3 7 53
Logan  Shire Mobile
N e e r RN aae dai 9 21 152
O s ria i) 167 1378

i
SURVEY OF TRENDS IN INFANT FEEDI NG

A survey was carried oul on the babies arcendimg the Inala, West
End, Woodridge and Townsville baby climics 10 discover the patiern
of infant feeding in the babics still aending the clink: at 3 months and
6 monihs of age. In all 2 121 babies were investigated. By & months of
age, cow's milk wias the main allermative to breast milk. Prior 1o that,
substiiuted malks were the most widely wsed.

A companison wis miibe between the feeding al 3 months of age
ar Wesl End, Inala and Townswille for the vears 1968, 1976 and 1981,
The most sigrificant change was the increased incidence of breast
foeding in the three areas. At West End, 47 per cent weere still breast
fed at 3 momhs and ar Townaville 55 per cent, Townsville mathers
would appear to continue breast feeding for longer, as 4] per cent

were s1ill breast feeding a6 months of age. This enthusizssm for breast
feeding may have been encouraged by communily suppoTt groups
uh:n_uinl: public anitedes. and it is 1o be hoped that the trend will
conTinuL.

FEEDIMG OF BABIES ATTENDING WELL BABY CLINICS AT
THE s VISIT, AT 3 MONTHS AND &6 MONTHS OF
AGE-—TOWNSVILLE. WEST END, WOODRIDGE AND
INALA

TUWNSVILLE
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TABLE L1l
AGE OF ONSET OF INFECTION
Age of Onser Diarrhoea Chest LU.R.T.H, Taostal
O=-3monhs ........ ({13 fad 576 T8
J-bmonths ... 1 7 575 T48
H-T momihs ... 6 45 44 451
9-12 menhis ... 12 17 129 178
TtAkS e immnnnnan £l 193 1 624 2123

MATERNAL MORTALITY COMMITTEE

Members: Dr PG, Livingstone, Df 1. Comerford, Dy 1,
Campbell, Dr A, Davison, Dr K. Drake, Dr E. Popper, Dr E, 1.
Esler, Professor E. V. Mackay, Mr 3. M, May, v 1, MeFarlane
{Secretary]. Dr P. D, Livingstone, De_ 1. A, Thomas, Dr L, Brepclbo.

During 198081, & meeiing of ihe Maternal Monality Commiltee
was held to dissuss maternal and associated deaths occurring in
Cragensland. In 1979, there were three deaths in 35 195 deliveries, This
represents a rate of 0085 deatls per | 000 livebirths, which is above
the Ausiralian average of 0.081.

TABLE LIV
MATERNAL MORTALITY RATES FOR EACH STATE AND
TERRITORY OF AUSTRALIA FOK THE YEAR 1979

Rare (per
Alarernal 1 M}
Deaths Harths Birtha)
T | R S 18 23129 k]
Mew South 4 T 0.2
Vietoria... 4 5T 76T R
Queenslangd 3 35095 | 00Es
South Ausiralia 1 1E 478 0.054
Wesiern Ausiralia............. 5 20 464 0,344
TR IR o e s sas s ins st s 2 75T .
g B T T 2842 o
Australian Capital Territory ... 1 4 487 0.223
TABLE LY

A CONMBPARISON OF MATERMAL MORTALITY
QUEENSLAND ARND AUSTRALIA

Maternal Deaths
1O A30-ATH Maternal Mormaliiy Rare®
Queensland | Awustralia | Queensland | Ausiralia
[ETR} k] 615 £97 503
1921 {11 [ k] 531 4,72
1931 [14] Lkl f.0Ms 548
1941 92 450 4,28 LN
!?H 35 203 .18 1.0%
1960 4 121 6 0.53
1961 2= 10 0,76 0,45
1962 = 2 £3 0,64 0,13
1963 £ q 4 0,25 0,27
1964 1] T4 0,29 0.13
1963 1] 4 .30 0.13
b 12 iy 1,40 0.3
1967 o 4 LX) 026 .23
RLL i 11 A5 0zl .28
L s ] 44 022 0.18
190 " ® i 021 .26
14971 1] 2| 0,25 .18
1972 6 13 015 0.12
1973 11 il 0,26 0.1l
1974 7 Bt 018 0.1
1978 13 i 0,06
15Th 5 i) 0,14 013
1977 3 (£ 0.0 .08
1978 4 i 0,12 .07
197 3 I8 .09 .08
“Per | 000 Hvebirths,
PFAEIMATRIC ADYISORY COMMITTEE
Members: i PG, Livingstone  (Chairman), Dr 1 F,

lame, Dr ). B, Tiernan, Dr B, Hevwonh, Dr H. Connell, Dr B.
rosn, D G5, Spable, Dr AL Gooessler, Dy G Bowrke.
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The Pacdintric Advisory Commitice met on hree occasions
during the vear, The main topics for discussion were the mood 10 assess
the developmental paiern of children, the needs of the country areas
for specialist visating services. The Committee published a bookler Tor
the benefit of general practitioners entitled * Neurodevelopmental
screomang in Childhood™ and diseribured i with the AMA, news-
letier. This proved very popular and helped the practitionsrs gnin an
understanding of their fole in-assessing child development

PERINATAL MORTALITY COMMITTEE

Members: Dr. P, G, Livingstone, Dr J. Comerford, Dr I
Buckley, Mr ¥, hiclean, Dr AL 0. Ansford, Dr E, 1, Esler, Dy .
Boberison, Dr G, Bourke, Dr D. Tudehope, D G, Siable, Dr J.
Campbell, Iy E. B, Bevan, Dr A, Groessler, Dr J, Morrison, Dy P
Monks, D I, Buntine, De W. [}, . Conoke, Dr I, Thearbe, 3¢ 0. B.
Tiernan, Dr A, P. Weedon, Dr ). McFarlane (Secreary).

Three mectings of the Perinatal Moraliy Commitiee were held
during 1980=%1, The main topie For discussion contineed 10 be the
reporis of local perinatal maoriality commitiees, the need for
rotionalization of equipment in neonaial units throeghoun Oucens-
land, ihe need for neonatal transpont and decemralized neonatal
inensive care.

Chne bulletin was published —

The Small for Gestational Age Infani.

TARLE LVI
PERINATAL DEATHS=TIME OF CESSATION OF HEART
BEAT AND SEX—<OQUEENSLANID, 1978 ANID 1979

1978 1975
— Sox
Toaal | Kave®* | Toral | Bae®
Before Delivery—
Refore I abeomsr

SO FTREOOH «oeaeaaiaiinen M 23 478 CT] 51
F 27 .21 ] 5.22

Drsring Lalsoair .ooeennens bt k¥ 1,50 k1| 1.71
F iR 224 a7 2.7
Tame nadl Kiown ....o.o.oee LY 19 107 12 0,4
I 16 LR s 0.4l
) [ FE o S kY] 136 7.65 137 7.5
F 141 X d5 143 R A0

After Delivery coovmnmennis Al 172 968 | 124 83
I 128 76T | 118 | 692
L [t S e et L Ma | 1533 21 | 1438

F 265 | 1600 | 281 15.3]

B o7 16.74 | 522 1483

*Per | (K6} live barths.
See “special comment on mortaliy stanisic ™, page 5.

TABLE LVl
PERIMATAL DEATHS COMPARATIVE TOTALS AND RATES
FOIR 14%70- 1979

Number Rarc*
Year Sex
Tatal Average

197 A 45 bt 2838 | 2286
E £ e |

1971 | - ] a6t 25053 | M4
F 45 2170

L e e b | £y a7 2524 | 2336
F B 21

[0 e R A 473 RTR 2.0 | 230G
F 0% 21.68

| e e i b | b Haddw 21,72 | 2228
F a8l b ER

e e e e L1 A8E T02 2079 | 19.28
1§ il 1770

e ek ey 1 kil | el (13 0.2 0.0
F e 19.5

L] e A e e R N 41 G4 1593 | 17,58
F 273 16,13

1978 Al A0E 57T 17,53 16,74
F 264 16,11

£ Er e, ot e s | 28 522 14.38 | 14,83
F 261 15.31

*Per 1 000 live births,
See “special comment on moralioy statistics'’, page §.



MARKIAGES

Registration of marringes in 1979 numbered 16 082, giving o
marriage raie of 7.3 per | 000 mean population. A total of 667

TABLE LIX—continued
DEATHS OF INFARNTS UNDER ONE YEAR OF AGE FROM

CONGENITAL ANOMALIES, 1978 AMD 1578

persons aged under 18 (19 malbes and 648 femalesiand 6 957 aged 1810 3
201 K54 males and $ 103 females) were marricd during the year, The 1978 | <1573
divorce rate for 1979 was 2644 per 100000 mean popelotion, - 1L.C.D
compared with the rate of 28.30 for 1978, Congenital Anomaly® of — Code |[M|F |M|F
ML TQTTHE Heari—continued
Binhs registered in Quecensland during 1979 numbered 35 195 C i \, P 2483
compared with 34 462 in 1978, The rate per | (00 mean population t’nmmmla ""'"'"':r Dcd’ e A 2484 i 2 2 .t
was 2.2 in 1961, 2.2 in 1971, 129 in 1978 and 16,00 1979, entricular Septal Defest..
3 Z Chstium Secundum T!Fl:lt .-\.mal
Of the binhs registened durspg 1979, 18 |46 wene males and Sental Defect.. T48s 2
17 D0 were Femabes, equivalent to 1.4 mabes fof every 100 females, ArCo Aot H“n "r'n.m.-s TR
7
INFANTILE MORTALITY Onher Specificd Anomalics............ r:g:- A -
Deaths of infans aged under one vear numbered 380, comprizsing 455
2 males and 176 females, compared with 444 in 1978, The infan Tahl-
mortality rie of 10,8 deaths per | 00 livebirihs was the lowest ever 7418 412 |24
recorded in Quecnstand (12.9 in 1978). LUnspecified Anomalies .....eeeeee | 74968 N - 2] 4
The rale for the different parts of the State were Brishane  Circalaiory System ... 7 413 6.3
Siatistical Division %.% and other areas 116 per | 000 livehirths. Patient Disciiss Anlesiosis. ., 7470 I [ I |5
Dieaths of infants within the first four weeks of life numbered 257 gf:"'mgiﬂfﬂ;;;"' ;::; 5 : A
(131 males, 126 females), equivalent to 7.3 deaths per | 000 livebirths. ﬂ“m“' h".l:u:ﬂl Puliotary Ay | 3T il El |20
TAELE LVIII Anomalics of Great "-":in':«..._.......... T474 1 I'|..
DEATHS OF INFANTS UNDER ONE YEAR OF AGE FROM At{fmﬂtﬁuminmmmmi of o
COMGENITAL AMNOMALIES, 1978 AND 1979 '
= {hher Anomalies of F'cnpherﬂ
Vascular System_.......... T476 1
L.C.D.* 1978 ik her  Specified Al‘iﬂl‘lﬁllti dll
Congenital Anomaly of— Code |yl g | m|F ui;ﬁ:ﬂi:ﬁ:ﬁ:ﬂ 7 mg ; |55
TR i I Respiratory Systemi..._..... Ti8 21 g| 3
Mervows SystemF ... | TA0=T42 |23 )T | 18|18 Upper Alimentary T) rm :t!ul l}#“
Anenccphalus and sipruilar Syatemmn... ST A T e L 3 1 T
AAALIES .o | TAD 7 Clelt Palate and Cleft Lip..........o.. | 749 o o
Spima Bifida ............. T4l 7111 6| 2 Pyboric SIEROE. ..o iiiisnnnn. | TS08 1
with Hyvdrocephalus ............... | T4I0 Il 2 Tracheo-Oesophageal Fisaula,
witho mention AN s Ohcsophageal Atresia and Stenosis | 7503 I 1
Hydrocephalus .. cacmenatene |TRIR 2} 4 LE o Oiher  Ancmalies  of I.Jppcr
Congenital "}-Ilr&Ll!F'lall.l.‘\ . | 7423 51 2 4| 3 adlmeniary Tract... o %0 rem. | . . i
Other Anomalics.. ceeeennn | Hest '"‘[| 4] 2 3|4 Ciall-Bladder, Bile Duﬂund Llw:r 7516 1
- Oiher  Anomalies  of l.'.‘rl.gcﬂiw
Sysiem... iEs 751 rem. | 2 Pl !
*Minth revision, See *“special comment on morialily statistics’”, page G:n||a1ﬂmn5 T2 B el I
- Urinary Sysiem ......... ER PRy S L] 4 1
tEseluding congenital mental recardation. Remal Agencsi :md D:rs: ...... TEID 4 Al 52
Cuwsiic Kidney Disease.. 7531 1 1 .5
Obstructive Defects of Rcrul F:Ivls
and Uneter.. Ti32 s
TABLE LIX 1
Exsi hchTU Ndd ........ 7533 S I -
DEATHS OF INFANTS UNDER ONE YEAR OF AGE FROM  her. R,,’,’,m;,,l;““”' T __" gl gt b [ |
CONGENITAL ANOMALIES, 1978 AND 14979 "-lumnlkclﬂilS}slcm 754756 | 2|1 6| 4
Inegument .. 5 757 Eal [0 | ] (5
| 1972 1575 nuumm 758 8| 4 5 5
LGB, Dawn’ hs-}'l'llllrl.'ll‘i'l.! TSRO < 4 10, a1
Congenital Anomaly® of — code |mlEl mlEe Other Chramasomal Anomakics .. TsBrem. | 6| 4 2] 4
2 Cher and Unspecified Anomalies...... 759 1| 4 517
T e e 743 o | e
Ear, Face and Meck .. 214 35 B T =2 LB P fpy prpees T4 |34 67 | 84
35 1| P e TAS-Tde 1T I3[ B30 : s
Common Trumcas, oo emeee 456 e |11 B ey (i *Excluding mucoviscidosis.
Transposition of Greng Vessels....... | 7451 ] R 1 AMinth revision, See “special comment on morality siatistics’,
Tetralogy of Fallob........cccvveirennn T452 ] i ] page 5,
TABLE LX
ACCIDENTAL DEATHS OF CHILDREN (AGELD 1| AND UNDER 12 YEARS)
1474 r 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 Toral
Male | Female | Male | Female | Mabe | Female | Male | Female | Male | Female | Male | Female
Fraffic Accidenis 2 d | 4 25 27 25 a8 13 v 28 26 24 7
Firearms... ... L] I [ i x 1 2 2 It L 4 1 &
Drowming -........ 7 9 21 L[] 26 13 [ W I8 2 11 1 180
51 R e e L] 2 3 1 2 2 3 . 1 | 1 it 19
Uiher Accidents . 10 2 11 22 ] 15 i 21 B 16 & 151
Totals.,.vueeee. 87 43 a8 47 79 7 4 3 2 + 58 42 ng
Toal persons. . 1% 145 131 ik 108 1 Ek ne

Accidental deaths of children in this age group numbered 100 in 1979 compared with 102 in 1978 and an average of 122 in the ten years 1970
1 1979, inclusive, In 1979, toml deashs of children in this ape group from all causes were 227 of which 44,1 per cent were caused by accident.
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DIVISION OF SCHOOL HEALTH SERVICES

Director: V. M. O'HARA, M.B., B.S.(Svd.), B.Sc.

Medical Officers: Dr R. FITZHARDINGE, M.B., B.5.(5yd.)—Brisbane
Dr 1. WAGNER, M.B., B.5.(Svd.)—Brisbane
Dr K. MURPHY, M.B., B.5.(W_A_}—Brisbane

Dr J. HOOPER, M.B.. B.S.(Q'ld)—
9-2-81)

Region {(commenced 9-2-81)

The Division of School Health Services is now in its 70 vear and
‘thus is the senior health service in this Siate. I was established by the
then Department of Public Instruction in 1911, and was transferred 1o
the Health Department in 1936,

For 70 years, the Service has responded (o the needs of the
children and their familics in this Sate, Ovriginally, the need was 10
‘halt the epidemie of vrachoma that was cousing blindness in children
in Western Queensland, and once that was accomplished. the service
turned s atiention to other emerging needs.

Many years ago, hundreds of children were notified for such
| conditions as enlarged tonsils and adenoids, pronated focl and so on.
These and other conditions no longer goccupy our time. Al present, we
are concenirating on scoliosis, obesity, developmemal delay, health
survesllance and the development of handicapped children. Yision and
bearing problems have alwavs been among the most common defects
found and they remain so, alihough in recent years notification of
- sooliosis has been on the incrense as the staff has been trained in s
detection.

Future challenges already emerging are shown by the changing
-maorbidity in children cawsed by dismupted families, handicapping
-conditions, deprivation, and adolescence with its drug and Aruancy
problems, Stafll developmemt must proceed along these lines, 1o

- maimizin and promote bealith in all s aspects,

Routine Schood Health examinations continued with a toal of
109261 children being examined. which is & decrease of & 746
‘compared o last year. This decrease may be explained by vacancies

~ 1hat occurred in ihe Rockhampion District for most of the periad, and
two (2) Sisters being on accouchment leave.
t The change in policy with respect to the Pre-school children
- comtinued, and is sill being evaluated; i.c.. children attending Siate
are seen on request only. The responsibility thas put on
iht parents and teachers of Pre-school children is being monitored
. until the end of the 1981 Academic Year. Previously all children
g attending Preschools were rowtinely Tully sereened.

¥ The volunteer general practitioners continue (o screen the visul
acuity of the A-S-year-olds attending Pre-schools and kindergartens
with the ultimate aim of carly detection of amblyopia.
. The referrals 10 School Sisters and School Medical Officers
- remained approximaely the same, particalarly in the Years [1-V1,
14 350 compared 1o 14 387 last year. The major causes of these
{ﬁﬂﬂh can be listed as follows, although many of the terms used are
-~ ¥na i—inco-ordination, <lumsy. hyperactive, developmenial
'HI'." emotional problems, aitention deficits, learning disabilities,
J . minimal brain dysfunction and a host of others. Most of
It conditions should be detectied and investigated in the Preschoal
- ¥ears, as it is often 100 latc to help a chill whe has becen failing for
The results of the aforementioned evaluation of the services
ed [0 Pre-school children may cause a further change in policy.

STAFF

- There was one redirement during the year—Nell Richardson of
Mhmpqm who served twentv-two (23] vears as a School Sister and
Wwas very well loved and respected by all who kinew her.
Resignations due to family reasons were Sisters Jocelvn Radcliffe
ind Shirley Garrow, both of Brishane; Sister Germuine Power
gned due 1o ill-health, We wish them wetl,

- Sister Meather Hellyer (formerly  Fuller) transferred  from
wamsville to Cabooliure.

MNew Members of Stalf are as follows: —
Medical  Officers: L. O'Brien
Sprangemeyer {Townsvillel;
Pari-time Consuliant  Pasdintrician: Dr M.

{Brishanec);

(Rockhampon); [,

Thomsell

Dr J. HUDSON, M.B., B.5.(('ld)—Brishane

South West Region
Dr L. O'BRIEN, M.B., B.5.(Svd.), D.T.M. & H.{Liverpool)—Central Region (commenced

Dr D. SPRANGEMEYER, M.B., B.S.(Lond.), M.R.C.S.(Eng.), L.R.C.P.(Lond.)—Northern

Principal School Health Nurse: Miss P. W. HIGGINS, Dip. App.Sc.(Comm.Nursing) (commenced 4-9-80)

Principal Schood Healih Murse: P. W, Higgins {Brishane):

School Sisters: O E. Quinlivan  (Rockhampionk, A, T.
McDonald (Townsvillek, 5. A, Grant (Mackavh: A. M.
Martin (Rockhampton); M. V. Agnew (Brishane); E. C,
Bennent (East Brishbane): C. G. Howe {Brishane).

REGIOMALIZATIN

Alter & lengthy period without a School Healih Service in
Rockhampion, the arca 15 now fully staffed by Dr Losraine O Brien
and Sisvers AL Marin and C. Quinlivan, A bonus for the area was the
appointment of Sister Chris Howe who, although based in Brisbane,
has, as part of her duties, the Cenrral Western Area which she visits
several fimes a year.

Dr O'Brien who is based in Rockhampeon is now responsible for
the whele of Cemral Queensland. She regularly visits Sclool Sasters in
Gladstone, Bundaberg, Mackay and Longreach, and the Community
Health Susters in Emerald, Clermont and Springsure.

D Dawn Sprangemeyer, also a new appointee, has 1aken over the
Morthern Region and is responsible for Cairns, north o Thursday
Island, south 10 Proserpine amd west 1o Mount Isa. ;

Bodhy Dr O Brien and Dy Sprangemeyer are senling into thein new
rale and iravelling throughour their areas. Both have a parnicular
nberest in preventive and developmental pacdiatrics.

D John Hooper comtinues 1o cover the South Western part of the
State and s now well known by almost all the agencies, Departmens,
elc., i lns area,

The four (4) Brisbane Metropolitan School Medical Oificers are
also responsible for reglons which, although compaet geographically,
are very demanding with the number of Schools, Sisters amd
Therapists, Guedance Officers, etc., concentrated within them. The
Early Educarional Intervention Programmes also takes up a consider-
abe amount of time. More School Medical Officers are urgenily
mecded to fill the gaps in the Servige,

DEVELOPMENT OF STAFF SKILLS

Medicsl (M icers

r lohn Hooper attended the six (6} week PrOgramme on
Developmental  Paediatnes  conducted by v Trevor  Parry,
Facdiatrician-in-Charge, Child Development Centre, Perth, Wesiern
Aanstralin. The sixth week was spent becoming proficient in the
Giriffiths Developmental Scales,

Forune wis with us, in that Dr Losraine O Brien also attended
this course ai the same ime as Dr Hooper. Dy O'Brien, Community
Health Medical Officer in Alice Springs, attended the course al her
own capense, and shorly after was appointed o this Division bringing
this extea expertise with her.

O of (e highlights of the year was a three (3) doy visit by Dr
Trevor Parry, Pacdiatrician from Perth, On the ficst day, Dr Parry
demonstrated developmenial assessments, Tirst on a small number of
apparently normal children and then on three difficult 1o diagnose
children. In the observation room were School Medical Oificers,
Medical OMTecers in charge of some of the Community Health Centres,
Medical Officers from the Aboriginal Health Programme, ihe
Division of Youth Welfare and Guidance, and the Division of
Maternal and Child Health. It was o most informative day, and we
were fortunabe in having the procesdings video-taped for future
reference,

Dr Parry gave two cvening leciures during his three-day
uay—aone on “*Parenting™ for the general public, which was very well
atended; and one for Murses on **Health Sureillance' which also
had & large audience.



Thie third day was spent st the two Children's Hospiials where he,

accompanied by the  School Medicnl Officers, gave lecture.
demonstrations o the stalf a1 the Hospitals,

We were extremely foriunate 1o have him as our guest.

The two new Schoeol Medical OMNcers had an  intensive

arenmation into the role of the School Medical Officer and appeared
1o have no problems.

Dciors Hooper and Murphy completed the Management
Improvement Programme, and Docers Wagner and Hudson and
Miss Patsy Higgins, Principal School Health Nurse, have commenced
a similar one.

The informal lunchiime meetings of sembor stalf members and
pacdiatric specialiss have continued and are a highlight of each
month, This yvear we have had a developmental pacdintrician. a
pashiatric  meurologist, and a  pacdiark  endocrinologiss, o
Civnaceologisl and Obstetrician as guest speakers. So as poi o limit
oursclves 1o paediatrics. Dr Alan Haves from the Schonell Edu-
calional Research Centee came and discussed Early Intervention
Programmes, amd Mr Geoflrey Swan, Inspecior Special Schools
diseussed special education. as did Mr Frank Hueghes, Director of
Catholic Special Education. Mr Ken Robertson, Acting Direcior of
Special Education, was also o geest.

1.

M urses

Three 3-week trnining programmes for School Health Sisters and
other Murses working in Schools were held during the year. Onee
again, lectures were given mainly by the Brishane Schoal Medical
Officers and the Principal School Health Murie. Df John Hooper of
Tooswoomba gave a full day's beciure on Developmemal Faediziris
during the last course. This was so popular, it is imended Lo repeat this
a1 fulure courses, if possible.

A thorough Tollowsup af Murdes so rained is estential 10 ensung
that the theoretical and practical skills gained during the 3-week
course are practiscd in the ficld.

It has become apparent that three weeks' training in skills toally
foreign to the majority of MNurses is not enough to fully equip them for
the conlimgencies they meet in Schools, For this reason, additional
School Health lkectures have been added 10 the Community Health
Crrientation Programme, but newly recruited full-time 3chool Health
Sasters will receive a S-week programme. Full plans for this have
already been completed.

Eight (8} full-time 5chool Health Sisters, five (5) Communily
Health Nurses who are working part-time in Schools, and five (5)
Aboriginal Heallh Nurses whi arc alio working part-time in Sclhools,
were irained this year.

Two (2} full-time School Health Sisters  undenook
Community Health Oricatation Programme during the year.

Approximately once a month there 15 a stafl meeting, and it was
decided to combine the liming of the staff mecting with a lecture from
a pavediatric specialist. This lecture & heard only by the metropalitan
Sisters, but a 1ape recording i made so that the country Sisters may
hear the 1ape and see the shides and not be disadvamaged.

the

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES DURING THE YEAR

1. Lialson with the Edusation Depaniment

The Director and 3chool Medical Officers have regular meetings
with Sembor O oers of the Education Depariment on policy matiers,
such as School Sisters visiting Stave High Schools, Health Rooms,
environmental health, and School therapisis, These meelings are
usclul forum For sharing views amd ventilating problems. They are
very productive,

1. Therapists working in Schools

With the limited number of occupational therapists and phiyiao-
therapisis working on school childien in the school setling of outside
it amd the even more limited namber of School Medical Officers, the
guidelings for referral 1o therapésis are taking a long time 10 fiher
down 10 the personnel wosking in the feld. Uniil ihis happens, there
will continge 1o be over-reforeal with resultant wasie of scarce
TEROUICES

The seiting wp of formal muli-disciplinary teams 10 assess
children believed in need of therapy is still nog Ninalized, but within the
resirictions placed wupon wus by the no-growth policy, these Leams
should be operalional by this (ime nexi vear,

I Medical Studeats and School Healih Services

Tleis ks the third yvear of the programeme instiiuted by the Senfor
Lecturer in Child Health, University of Queensland, for the final year
mcidical students attached to the Mater Hospital.

As i previous years, the stedenis carry out the rostine medical
inspections of the childeci in the target grades, Year 1 ai Wes End
Intants School and Year VIl at Coorparoo Siate Primary School, A

School Healih Sister is always in attendance, and sometimes a Schoal
Medical OfTieer.
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4. Woaody Poinl Special School

The Scleoed Medical Odfecer continues 1o visit this School at leas
weekly. The Consuliant Paediairician also vishs approximately omoe
cvery six (6) weekis, The multiple handicaps of the children attending
this School make them very special indeed, and consiant monitoring
of their progress is almost mandaiory. OF an enrolment of 77 children,
2% [34%) have Ween wransferred 1o regular and/or Special Schools
during the vear, which speaks volumes for the dedicated waffl ar this
School.

5. Eight Mile Flains Special School

A School Medical Oifficer has been associated with the Eight Mile
Plains Special School since the Education Deparimeni undertook
responsibility for its operation in Awgust, 1980, (i previously having
been the Multiple Handicapped Association of Queensland Schood.)

This School has a pupil population of forty-nine (49) multiple
handicapped childien, most of whom have a significant inellecneal
handicap.

The School Medical Officer visits the School forndghtly and
funciions as a haivon between School staff and the pupils®
medical care personpel. This officer ensures that vision and hearing
assesuments are carried out, and acts as a medical resource person for
parents and School staff. She also is a member of the three-man
admission panel which makes recommendations o the Education
Department on the suitability of applicants wishing 1o anend the
School.

6. Efficacy of School Visits

Following the Pilot Stiedy carried out by Sister Leonse O'Grady in
1978 on frequeent regular shorl visils 10 Schools, rather than one
prolonged visit a year, seven (7) Sisters have now initiated a similar
itingrary, and have identified **greater job satisfaction’ as one of the
resulis, The School personnel in most instances prefer this type of
service also,

As far as High Schools are concerned, |4 Metropolitan School
Sisters are visiting on a regular basis, to see referrals only. | believe
this i% one aréa where School Health should fill a larger role, as the
problents of adolescence are well known. The remainder of the Sisters
have oo large a workload with Primary School children 1o atempt
entry into High Schools.

7. Special Frogramme Schooks

The ihree full-time Sisters funded by the Schools Commission
wirking in Special Programme Schools cominee to fill a great need
for the children, parents and stafl at their Schools. Whils none of the:
Susters have an enrolment of more than 3 000 children, they are I.Iy'
oecupied and coull spend more time at each School than ai present.
This latter sentiment was echoed at a recent meeting of the ten {10
School Principals who prize their Sisters” effores in bridging the gap
between school and community.

LECTURES GIVEN BY STAFF

Addditional bectures were requested by many groups again this

vear—not only on the work of the Division, bul also on selecied

1opics, €. congenital anomalies, common childhood illnesses. |

The following groups received bectunes or talks by School Health

personmel:— |

Guidanee Officers; traines Guldance Officerns; Pm—&:hu-uq

Advisory  Teachers; Physical Education T:Il.‘llﬁl—llj

training: Aboriginal Health Programme  5is .

iraining; Juvenile Aid Burcaw irainocs; Special Preschosl

parents; Parents and Cilizens Associations; Modhers|

Groups; Primary School Dastrict  Inspectors:  Family

Medicine Programme trainess; Special Schoal Princip

Articles For the media, journals and pamphlets were prepared for

the Division of Health Education and Information. Dr Julie Hiadsa

coninuess 10 appear on tclevision occasionally 1o walk about
Healih-related 1opics.

COMMITTEES, MEETINGS, ETC.

The Director has been reappoinied as the Health Depaniment |
represeniative on the Minister for Education’s Advisory Council for
Special Education, and atvends the monthly meetings. She is abso the
Chairman of the Cprometrisis Board of Queensland; Secretary of the
Inier-deparimental Standing Commitiec on Therapy and Social Work
Services  for Schools; atitemds the  Inter-depanmental  Axdvido
Commitiee on Therapy and Social Work Services in Schools; an
various working Parties arising oul of this Advisory Commitiee.

Dr Ruth Firzhardinge is on the Inter-deparimental Standing|
Commiliee on Early Imtervention FProgrammes, and each School
Medical Officer s on one or more of the Core Committees of this
Comminee.

Conferences and Seminars altended during the year include the|
Pacdiatric Neuro-Ophithalmobogy Conference; The Woman Doclog’s
Special Role in Society; the Annual Aunsaralian Pacdiatric Assock
meeting in Canberra; Immunizatbon Seminar ai the Mater Hosp
Seminar on  Leprosy; Weight Waichers International Semi
SPELD Seminar on Learning Disabilities; Seminar on Child Abis
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SCHOGEL VACATION CLINICS

During the Chrisimas Yacation, nine (% School Health Clindes
were held in areas where there had been no School Sister for some
time, Clinics were held ar Moant Margan, Yeppoon, Mouni lsa,
Rockhampion, and ai five (3) Brishane metropolitan Schools. A total
of 921 children were examined al these Clinics. 04 these, 87 wene
natified with a suspected defect, mainly in vision or hearing (9.4%).

EARLY INTERVENTION PROGRAMMES

School Medical Officers have been  associated with  ihe
Programmes at Aspley, Kenmore South {formerly Baroona), Ipswich,
Wiedt Mount Gravatt and Acacia Ridge Special Pre-Schools over 1the
mast iwo (2) years.

Mubi-disciplinary 1eam involvement is considered the mos
desirable approach a1 the present time. There are many problems,

. in achieving o workable arrangemem in this regard
becanse—

{a} boundaries between disciplines in many instances are ill-
defimed and overlapping;

(b)) time-sloiting  difficultics—one  individual E.LP. can
invalve numerous groups of children involved with
different therapists and personnel anending o differing
time=dlots—this tends (o pose some impediment 1o
cohesive team functioning:

(¢} individual children within a single Special Pre-school may
have different groups of community agencies involved in
their programme, and ihis makes savsfactory  multi-
disciplinary liaison difficul.

The School Medical Officers see iheir rode in the Early
Intervention  Programmes as primarily one of liaison  between
members of the multi-disciplirary team and liaison with parents, with
a secondary medical assessmeni role.

VISION SCREENING PROGRAMME FOR 4-5.YEARGOLDS

The Pilot programme carreed out in 1980 by volunicer general
practitioners was only moderately successful—but those doctoss who
did panicipate gave of their time and encrgy very willingly and their
effons were very much appreciated.

A total of 10 950 of the State’s approximaiely 43 (00 4-5-vear-
olils were screened, with a referral rate of 9 per cem.

Mo record of the numbers of confirmed defecis or thise referrad
10 ewe specialisis was kept during 1980,

The Programme was recommended in 1981 with the following
differences: —

The Local Branch of the Ausiralian Medical Association with
the assistance of the Royal Australian College of General
Practitioners and (he Family Medicine Programee under-
took the responsibilivy for allocaring the Pre-schools o the
violunteer gemeral practitioners.

State Pre-schools unable 1o be visited by gencral practitioners
will be visiied by the area’s S5chool Health Sister 1o anain
the maximum coverage this year.

The Programmee at this stage is gathering momentum, with the
general practitioners screening visual acuity only. Those
wha fail 1o pass the screening are referred 1o their fanuily
practitioner for further investigation.

This wvear, buill into the system &5 a monidoring prosess which
will show lhow many defocts were confirmed and how
many children were referred 1o Ophihalmologisis.

MEDICAL EXAMINATION UNIT

The number of teachers-in-training examined @t this Unil in
- Brishane continues to fall. Only | 065 were fully examined this year,
mnud with 1 217 last year, OF these, 40 were found o have
- umsuspecied physical disabilities requiring referral for a specialist's
- opinjen andior treatment. Mone were rejocied for the teaching
- profession on medical grounds,
T Omdy T30 graduands were examined for superannuation purpases.
%: In Rockhampton, &4 teachers-in-irnining were examined, of
~ whom four (4) were refemred 10 specialists. In Toowsomba and
- Townsville, the students are ne longer examined.
The School Health Consultative Clinic manned by Dy Grantley
EII.H: Pacdintrician, and D Michael Thomsetr, Pacdiatric Endro-
t‘dmﬂ" (from 29-1-81), is proving extremely worthwhile, in that
children derected by the School Medical Officers in need of furiher
- assessment are seen by Dr Siable or Dr Thomsett and then referred on
“I'-" thelr family practitioner. This year, 77 children were 20 assexsed.
| The majority of referrals are for developmental delay, short stature or
I Another innovation this vear at the Medical Examination Unit is
the seiting up of a Hearing Assessment Clinic ar the recommendation
of the National Acoustic Laboratory. The need arose when children
referred 1o M.A.L. and found there was an cight (%) 10 ten (109
waiting time. Some were for behavioural problems and others

who gl suffered car infections and needed their hearing checked
after treatment. The Senior Psychologisn at the National Acoustic
Laboratory believed that these children would have essentially normal
resulis, bl by giving them appoimiments, others with o real need
wltld be denbed carly appointments. 50 since April, 1981, ihiny-nine
139} children were referred from the Unit, Table LXI shows the
agairce of (e referrals.

TABLE LXI0
SOURCE OF REFERRALS TO HEARING ASSESSMENT

CLIMIC
Relerring Agency Numbser
CIundanes DFTTEETS vovvivrrrreiesrmsssessessssssiemsmnse 2
R e i 13
Ceneral Practiioners ............ P 12
E.N.T. SpeciallSis ..ooceoeeennerrmmrrens b
5 Tq- " L el st Pt e 5 v
SETOON  H ERI ST S . v e smmsinm s ms s b i - 1
e [y e R R e T EL ]

The School Medical Officer obtains a full history from the
prarent, carries oul the uswal clinical examination of the car, nose and
throat, and wses an impedence meter as well as a pure-tome
aediometer. OF the thirtv-nine (39 referred from the Mational
Acoustic Laboralory, seven (7) were referred o their general
practitiones or E.N.T. Surgeon with confirmed hearing losses.

ANMUAL STATISTICS

For the second hall of the year under review, an aflempt was
made 10 ascertain the full ovicome of the School Sister's referrabs.
This amounied to requesting the family doctor 1o indicate whether he
confirmied the presence of the suspected physical condition; whether it
wis unconfirmed; and wheiler the child was referred 10 3 specialist.
Table LXIV shows the outcome of this preliminary critical book ai our
resulls. One must bear in mind, however, that the results shown are
thase kivown six (6] weeks after referral, |t is well known, within this
Lhvisaon, thit many children are not taken 10 thelr doctor immedianely
after the notification form is received, and seme children have a
waiting period of several weeks before an appoiniment is available.
However, the interim results are interesting, in that throughouwt the
Siate approximarcly Bl per cent were confirmed by the general prac-
titioner, 9.3 por cenl were unconfirmed, while in a Terther 10 per cont
the outleonme was unknown

TARLE LXIV
RESLULTS OF REFERRALS
{Expressed as a Percentage)

_ Metropolitan | Country Total

Mumber  taken 145

General Practinioner, g1 67 74
Mumber Confirmed ... 852 =20 s
Unconfirmed.. ..oovee v 12 8.5
Cuitcome Unknowi...... 11 b ] {[F}
Referred 1o Specialist .. el 37 41.5
Pre-School Children

More Pre-school children were examvined this year {3 473
compared 1o 2 113 last vear) even though the Pre-school wvision
screening programme wias being carried out by general practitioners.
Thuis, anly 14 per cend of the 1otal enroliment of the State Pre-schools
were cxamined, and this only on the roquest of parcmis or icachers,
@, Details of cxaminations and notificatbons are in Tables LXY and
LYWL, OF the X 473 children examired, i were found o have an
unsuspected physical defiect (4.7%),

Primary Schiool Children

A todal of 12 597 fess children were recorded as having been
examined this year, as “oocasions of service”™ were not counted, Thas,
100 707 children were examined in Primary Schools out of & towl
enrclment of 295 T28 in the Stane, e, 34 per cont were examined,

OF the target popualations, &6 mer cent of the Year 1 children were
fully examined, and Year VII, B4 per cemt of the children were
screencd for scoliosis. Ther inder of the children examined were in
Years |1 through to VI and were examined on referral.
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DIVISION OF PSYCHIATRIC SERVICES

Direcior of Psychiairic Services: G. 5. URQUHART, M.B., B.5., F.RAN.Z.C.P., D.P.M.
LICP

Depuly Director of Psychiatric Services: P. MULHOLLAND, M.B., B.S., F.R.A.N

January, 1981)

C.P., D.P.M. (from 27th

Chiefl Psychologist: R, M. D, BROWRN, B.5c., Ph.D., M.A P.5.
Senior Social Worker: K, 1. BEDWELL, B.S.W. (acting from 15t July, 1980, 1o 1st October, 1980; appointed from

2nd October, 1950)

Executive Officer: R. K. POPE (from Ist July, 1980, to 20th July, 1980)

E. F. NORRIS (from 31st July, 1980)

Administration Officer: L. A. DUIGNAN

THE APPCHNTMENT OF A DEPUTY IMRECTOR

On 2Teh January, 1981, Dr Peter Mulholland took up duties a
Depuy Director of the Division.

Adter graduation in 1966, two years al the Moter Hospital and a
period in general praciice, Dr Mulholland commenced iraining in
pavchiatry at the then MNeuro-Psychiatric Unit, Chermside Hospital.

He obtained his [LP.M, in 1972 and MR A N.Z.C.P. in 1973,
In 1973, he was the Supervisor of Psychintry st Royal Brishane
Hoapital and then endered privaie praciioes.

Diwring 197% and 1980, he was Deputy Direcior of Psychiatry at
Roval Brishane Hospitnl.

He has underaken extensive training in group and individual
experiential psychotherapics and has (or several vears boen involved in
traimang therapists in these areas.

He is especially interesved in the multi-disciplinary team approach
1 management of psychiaric patienis.

He was elecred as a Fellow of the R.AMNZ.CP. in 1979

CODRIINATED PSYCHIATHIC SERVICES 1IN THE
MORETON AREA

The Division provides a forum for the meeting of Paychiatrists in
Charge of all Paychiatric Servioes in the Moreton region. Meetings are
held regularly every second momh and common problems are
discussed and resolved,

This forum has enabled an effective catchment area policy to be
implemented and has stimulated the development of a range of
sefvioes o meel expressed needs. [ has alws Facalitated the develop-
ment of improvemem in professional standards of all staff.

Am important function of ihis co-operation has been agreement
o a needs and resources survey carrsed ol by aninter-disciplinary
team of Officers of the [Nvision,

The Commine: for the Roation and Placement of Psychiairisis
in Traiming has functioned very effectively. The Commines has
represeniatives of the major servige providers wogether with represen-
tatives of the Royal Auwuralion and MNew Fealand College of
Puavchintrists, the Association of Psychintrists in Traxining and the
Univeorsity of Queensland.

The Committee has concerned itsell, nod only with appoiniments
of Puychiatric Registrars and their placement, bt with the standard of
both clinical supervision amd academic traiming of an in-wervice
nafure.

This Commitiee has sel a paitern which has now been adopied for
other medscal specialties.

The Comtinuing Care Service envisaged in the previous Anmual
Report has commenced. The State Resource Team has assisted in the
development of Service Teams atlached to the Community Medicine
lacslinees i the Metropoditan area of Brisbane.

This service 15 providing that suppont which will not only reduce
readmissions, bul will also enhance the guality of life of discharged
PaElienms

THE PSYCHIATRIC HOSPITALS

The number of persons residemt inm Psychiarric  Hospitals
cominmees 10 fall. This fall is most marked a1 the Baillie Henderson
Haspital, bur significant reductbons have been made a1 Wolston Fark
Hospatal,

During the year, much aitention has been paid 10 promoding
communily awarensss of the services offered by Psychiatric Hospitals,
The Baillie Henderson Hospital conducted o most swooessiul Menaal
Health Week and preparation has been made for o similar Awareness
Wieek at Wolsion Park Hospatal,

Stosman Hall comtinues to have its Open Day,

The promotion of communily awareness nod only facilitates the
effective treatment services of Paychiaric Hospitals, bug significandly
raises staff morale and goes a long way 1o diminishing the stigma
aftached 1o mental illness amd, in particular, the stigma associabed
wilh Mental Health Legislation.

As predicied in the previous Annual Repoet, there has been a
marked improvement in the paychogeriatric facilities of Paychiatric
Haospinals, a decline i the number of geriatnic patients resident and a
sharp reduction in the number of admissions.

A major reorganization has been elfected @ Wolson Park
Hospital by ihe division of that Hosphal into clinkcal units, each unii
now being able o define its objectives and develop relevani
PrOgrammes.

In addition 1o clinleal units, a Chimeal Review and Evaluation
Ulmin has been set up. which has macerkally assisted the stalT of climical
unis in their developmeni.

A Professional Development Unit has also been set up with the
ahjective of meeting the post-graduate educational programme of all
pralessional atafl.

Valuable assistance has alue been received from the Management
Services Branch in the promotion of in-service training programimes
aimed & improvement in management and commumication.

SERVICES FOR THE INTELLECTUALLY HANDICAPPED

The oaruanding improvements in the care of the intelleciually
handicapped have continued, and this vear has seen & most successiul
introdudiion of an Alernaie Living Programme.

Co-operation with the Housing Commission has advanced this
aspect of  the  community  provisions for  the  imellecoually
handicapped, and the redeployment of safl from an Instinstional
setting 1o the community setting has been successfully accomplished,

The Office of the Director of the Service has become increasingly
invidved in both admimsirative and clinical ressarch as well as
expending the concepis of improved Institutional care and community
relationships.

CONTINUING CARE SERVICE

Officer-in-Charge: Mr R. BLAND, M.5. W,

This service was edablished in Cretober, 1980, with the overall
whjective of promoting the welfare of the mentally ill living in the
community. The service nims 10 facilitate the reintegration ingo the
communily of persans leaving psychiatric hospitals. By keeping up
suppartive contact with former patients, subseguent rehospitalization
can be avoided. Specific needs which are recognized are those of
accommodation, vocational and recreational needs,

The Service is a jeint project of the Division of Psychiatric
Services and the Davision of Community Medicine. The Resource
Team of the Service is located a1 Herschel Sireet, and has overall
responsibility for developing the service and moniloring the way in
which clienis wse the varsous resiment facilities in hospitals and inohe
COMETENALY.

Two Scrvice Teams are part of the Division of Community|
Medicine and are attached 10 Communily Health Cenires al Fortiiude
Valley aml Annerley. These teams provide individual services o
paticnis and their families,
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WOLSTON PARK HOSPITAL

Medical Superintendent: Dr V. L. MATCHETT, M.B., B.S., D.P.M., F.R.A.N.Z.C.P.

ORGANIEATIONAL CHANGES

The establishment of the H. R, G. Barreti Pevchiatry Cenire as
the acute unit servicing the Western Suburbs of Brisbane, Ipswich and
surrounding districts and the Gold Coast resulted in a re-disiribution
of remaining paticnts and the subdivision of the hospital into discrete
units.

* Owerall, the complex was divided into three major divisions—ihe
Barrett Cenire, Wacol Repatriation Pavilion and Wolston Park
Hospital proper.

Patient distribwtion in the lasinamed hospital was considered un-
satisfactory, being on the basis of nursing rpeed rather than on
diagnostic criteria, and seven clinical units were set up 1o cover both of
these factors, These Units are—

Psychiatric Treatment Unit {including the Universiiy Unii and
the secure warnds);
Paychiatric Asylum Uinit;
Community Preparation Lina;
Psvchogeriatric Unil
Mursing Home Unit
Intelleciual Handicap Linit;
Mexdical Treatment and Rehabilitation Unit,
Additionally, four central resource units were established: —
Psychiatric Rehabilitation Unit;
Clinical Review and Evaluation Unii;
Professional Development Uindg
Ceniral Suppornt Services.

Thie functions of all these units are described in (heir individieal
reporis below,

Thie units are semi-autonomows and have, as far as is practicable,
their own #afl establishments resulting in more sharply focussed
therapeutic elfort from all disciplines and improved suaff morale.

Each unit. with the exception of the Central Support Services, is
hexded by a senior officer who may be one of any of the clinical
disciplines. The Officer-in-Charge of the excepied unit is the

Manager. Each Officer-in-Charge is assisted by a multi-disciplinary
Comsulative Committes chaired by the secomd-in-chiarge of the Uinit,

} later combined;

PATIENT NUMBERS

These changes, combined with the iranifer of some patients to
Baillic Henderson Hospital and the institution of resiricied criteria for
the acceptance of psychogeriatric patients, has enabled the patient
numbers to be reduced by about 100 during this financial year. This
enabled the closure of iwo wards for refurbishing.,

TRAINING OF REGISTRARS AND UNDER-GRADUATES

Craing 1o the resignation of two psychiatrisis a1 the end of 1980,
followed by an increase in the number of registrars allocated o this
Hospital, the training of registrars has imposed quite a strain on the

-~ four fall-time and three pari-fime psychiatrisis. Mevertheless, they
~ have been able to provide training of high quality 10 nine registrars
and, m the same lime, provide teaching for the medical under-
graduates who attend this hospital for their training in Crganic
Paychiniry. In this, valualle assistance has been given by Professor AL
Whitleek and Dr 1. Price, of the Department of Paychological
Medicine in the University of Queensland.

SOUIBE WEER-END

This anmeal eveni for candidates for membership of ihe
ll.l‘l-l-Ill‘lli-lﬁ and Mew Fealand College of Psychimrists was again

aitended by candidates from interstate, as well as by members of the
il_l_ﬂﬂﬂ of Censors of the College, for whose attendance the hospital is
grateful.

BARRETT PSYCHIATRY CENTRE

) A M-bed unit providing an acute inpatient piychiatric service Lo
- the West Moreton region, Brishane western suburbs and Gold Coast,
t Treatment is orientated towards bringing (he patient’s acule
ental disorder into remassion sullicsent 1o permin him o function iy
A community setting and 1o minimize the risk of chronisity and long-
it hospitalization.
- The programme is carried out by a staff comprising psychiatrists,
ychisric registrars, resident medical officers, nursing staff, social
and welfare officers, psychologias and occupational

i i
&
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 The Centre also provides an oulpatients service to patiemis
Sischarged from i1 and 1o those presenting from the catchment arcy
O da pot require hospitalization.

PSYCHIATRIC TREATMENT UNIT

:".'“’ Fsychiatric Treatmem Unit is a 190-bod unin for patients
requiring long-term (6 months” and over) ireatment and rehabilitation
for psychiniric disorders. The unit also acts as an admission section of
Walston Park Hospital, accepling referrals from the Barren
Psychiatry Centre and from any psychiatric unit or hospital
throughoul Quesnsland,
~ Tremtment is based on the multi-disciplinary (eam approach
involving medical, behavioural science and nursing staff.

Maodes  of  iresiment  include chemotherapy,  individual
counselling and therapy, social skills training, behaviour maodification
and mdependent living skills training,

Two wards within the unit provide sccommodation Tor those
patients whose paychintric disturbance is such that they require
IETPOrary securily.

The University Mewro-Fsychiatric Unit forms a part of this unit
providing training for medical students and registrars in training in the
area of neare-psychiatry,

FSYCHIATRIC ASYLUM UNIT

A 208-bed unit provides (he best possible qualily of life and care
far patiems who are generally under the age of &0 vears.

A combination of nursing, medical and social work siaff provide
individualized tremiment programmes, rehabilitaion and personal
CARE services (0 patients, preparing them where possible for discharge
1 the commumnity.

COMMUNITY PREPARATION UNIT

The function of the 6d-bed unit is 10 asess and sccepn residents
from other units within Wolston Park Hospital whose psvehialric
condition has been resolved, or stabilized, bul who require further
preparation, before discharge. in community living and placement
planning to increase their chances of coping with life outside the insti-
tutional sening. Programme durmion for each ressdent is estimated 1o
be bevween six months and one year.

Delivery of care follows the concepr of a team approach, The
i stafling consisis of medical and nursing staff, psychologisis,
social workers and occupational therapisis, Other siaff resources
available include physiotherapists and recreation afficers. In addition
to their normal inpuar into the programme, all regular members of the
unii team take on a robe as “Case Co-ordinator” for up 1o three
residents and are responsible for the formalation of individual treat-
menl plans and evaluation of their progress,

PEYCHMGERIATRIC UNIT

This wnit, comprising 218 beds, provides the management,
supervision, treatment and rehabilitation of the aged patients’
psychiatric and physical ailments. The unit sirives o achieve a high
standard of care through sdvanced treatment and personal skills
PrOErAmEmes.

Prodessional siaff inclede psychiatrisis, a supervising medical
officer, social workers, occupational therapists and nursing siaff.

Programme  orientation  is  towards  maximizing  patients’
independent living dkills, Therapy groups include exercises and music
groups, inlercst groups and a wide range of diversional activities.
Emphasic i3 placed on mainiaining community contact through
refatives, social interactions, senior citizens groups as well as re-
socialization trips and outings.

INTELLECTUAL HANDICAP UNIT

The function of this 13%-bed unit is to devise and carry owm
individual treaiment and training plans to improve the quality of life
of the residents.

Professional staff in the unit includes nurses, psychologisis and a
pan-lime occupational therapisi.

The programme orientation is based on a developmenial
behavioural approach with emphasis wpon skill development and
traiming of resudents for eventual community placemsend.

MEDMCAL TREATMENT AND REHABILITATION LUNIT

The Medical Centre serves the residents of Wolston Park
Hospital and Barrett Psychiary Centre with thelr many and varied
meedical problems.

Weekly multi-disciplimary team mectings are held and individizal
nursing care plans are formulated within 24 hours of admission. The
nursing process has beem introduced in pan within this wmit, A
relatively new general praciice serviee has an outpatients department
whereby patients from all parts of the hospital have access 1o a
Cieneral Practitioner.



Yearly reviews of all patienis who have not had o complele
phivsical examination in the last 12 months is being carricd owl.
Prevemtative medicing in the form of early detection of discase
processes, minor surgery amd referral 1o peneral hospatals is also
paovided,

The namber of patems seen by the visiting specinlisis and
referred 1o general hospitals has dramatically decreased since the
inceplion of this general practice service.

Supplemsemary  services  include cemiral sierilizing  services
depariment, denlal, X-ray, pathology, phammacy, physiotherapy.
clectro-cardiography,  clecirocncephalography,  audio  wisual,
chiropody and oprometry. The dental servios is available also (o
residents of Challinor Centre amd Basil Staffosd Training Cenire,

PEYCHIATRIC REHABILITATION UNIT

This unit kas been developed for those paticms nequiring
devetopmem of—

(17 acceprable work habils, work welerance and the practice of
skills:

(21 soecial competencs and enlertainment; and

(3 personal expression and sell-estecmm.

Beferrals are received from all areas of Wolston Park Hospital,
with the exception of the Intelleciual Handicap Unit and  Psycho-
geriatrie Unit, and the Barren Paychiatry Centre.

The Psychiatric Rehabilitation Unit aims 1o provide mdividual
programmes for all patients based on an interdisciplinary approach.
I delivering therapy 1o pateends, cach individual rehabilitation plan
akes into sccount the identification and assessment of cach patient™s
individual peeds, wafl encouragement of the patent’s panicipation in
panning his’her programme, co-ordination of the nehabiliation
programme with the patient’s 1al therapeutic programme  and
continwMs review of rogress.

Climical services to pateenis attending this amit imcorporate work
related activitics, activilies to improvie physecal well being, aclivilies Lo
improve inderpersonal relationships as well as activitics (0 encoUrage
personal expression and creative use of leisure time.

The Psychiatric Rehabilitation Unit administers the Hospital®s
work and recreation angas Lo @siist in the achievement ol ils goals.
These include the Activities Therapy Centre, Woodwork Sections, the
Gioll Course, Bowling Creen, Tennis Couris and the Riverside
Recreation Area. The wse of the Hospital mini-bus for patient re-
habilitation and recreation is also administened by this uni.

Antached to the Paychiatric Rehabilitation Unit is the "*Colony
Times™, a monthly magazine, produced solely by paticnls offefing an
information service 1o bodh hospital staff and patiems.

Readding material for all the hoapital wards and library areas is
supplied and reviewed by 1he Remedial Teacher.

CLINICAL REVIEW ANIF EVALUATIHIN UNIT

This unit opcrates at a complex level, co-ordinating  ams
providing services 1o Barrenn Peychiniry Cenire, Wolston Fark
Hospaial and Wacol Repairimion Pavilion, acing in an advisory
capacity to both Climical Units and 1o the Hospital Executive.
Functions of L mil

Programme  Evalvadion.—=The uwnil proveles advice on the
planning and implementation of freatment programmes and on
appropriate wilization of siaff skills, and partecipates in programase
evaluation both on a therapeutic and a eost effective hasis.

Tspecionial and Review Function.—This is provided 1o all units
in [t aréas of programaie cilecivines, :n:ﬂiiﬂ: L Appropnalcness
of a partibar programme [oF s goals and objectives with respect 1o
outcome evaluation, cliemt suitability, ete.

Paticnt Management is also the subject of review funaion by this
umit as well as sssesament of the appropratencss and relevance of
Muanpower inpul Lo any unil, ward of programie.

Spalfing

Siaffing of the unit comprises an Offcer-in-Charge (the Sendor
Behaviowral Sciemtist), a Psvchologist, three Mursing Supervisors and
e Repisiered Nurses.

Since the units inception, several projects have been undenaken,

Programme Uricatation 4

jay Adwmisimis Swrver.—All admissions 10 Wolston Park
Hospial were momtered for three momhs, (o asscss (heir
compliance with sinted admission critenia and a repord was
compiled,

Siv-Morthly Medicerion Beview,—A Medication Review
Schedule for all hospital wards was designed and
compiled—{ij to ensure fwice-yearly medication reviews of
all patients; and (i) to cost-eMectively distribute this work-
load amongst medical siaff.

Phvsical Enviroawment Surver.—An exlemsive
questionnaire has been designed and is being completed on
every ward in the hospital o provide comprehensive
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knowledge of facilitees available, guality of patsent Scoom-
modation, availabilly  of  basic  equipment  for
Progranmes, ¢ic.

Cafeveric Swrvey.—In an attempd Lo incorporale patients”
mealtime behaviowr into therapentic programemes, the wnit
las implemenied a wvsiem whereby each clinical umit"s
spafl supervises ils patient population at specific limes for
cach meal and records daia on patient’s self-help and
social skills,

Measurahle Goals for gl Pavients,—This unit asisied in
the drawing-up of a Problems and Goals Summary Sheet
1o be compheted for every patient in the hospital and which
I5 tailoged specilically to cach patient™s nesds, a5 8 guide 10
the development of individualized treatment plans,

PROFESSIOMNAL DEVELOPMENT LNIT

The Professional Deselopment Unit s respomnsible for the
development and expansion of professional skills of all groups of
tremiment s1aff. As such, the Professiopnl Development Linig
underiakes o struciure edecational programmes dﬂ"w Lo Imptlt
job-related knowledge 1o s1aff to assist them in the skill development
needed 1o perform their roles effectively. The unit is also responsible
for the training of studen paychiatric nurses 10 the standards of the
Board of Mursing Siudses.

Cirieniation programmes have been developed for all categories
of staff and have been implemented for nursing staff to date,

In comsultation with several clinical units throughour Walston
Park Hospital, the Professional Development Linit has undenaken
programmes and workshops designed 1o enhance clinical knowledge
of all therapeutic siaff involved in programmes. Such projects
encompassed nursing process instruction, of periatric
programmes, technigues in developing social skills programmes, inder-
personal  skills  training, behavioural contact development and
implementation of individual treatment plans.

The Mursing School section of the Professional Development
Linil conducted in-service training for nursing assistants, registered
nueses, depuiy charge nurses and charge nurses during the vear.

Murse Educators conducted sessions for all categories of <linical
staff on the management of cardio-pulmonary resuscivation.

The Professional Development Uinit has alio run workshops for
O ficers-in-Charge and Consultative Commiltess 10 ald in idemilying
and analysing problems arising [roam the re-organization of Wolston
Fark Hospital into units.

Lecrures from owlside authorities on the Mental Health Al have
also been conducted.

A warkshop was held for senior anisan saafl with Managensem
Services Branch in which problems of sepport stall were delinsated.
Follow-up from the Management Services Branch is presently being
negolinted

[d)

(el

CENTRAL SUPPORT SERYVICE

The goal of this service is 1o provide personnel, fiscal and
material resources to cnable the clinkcal and resource units (o
function, and to provide for the basic needs of foed, shelter and
warmith 1o the paticmis.

The service is administered by the Manager, assisted by a mubli-
disciplinary Consultative Committee,

During  the year, Gludstone and Jenner Houses and the
Repairiation Pavilion Word B were returned 1o service after
refurbishing, and Kelsey Houwse and Repariation Pavilion Ward A
were closed for a simdlar purpose.

A mew canteen and Trest Office building was opened by the
Mimister for Flealth, the Honourable Sir Willinm Knox, M.L.A.. on
S December, 198

Contradt cleaning was extended to Gladstone and Jenner Houses

on their re-opening, and also 1o dclonnel House and domestics were
placed im the 1wo (irs-named wards.

Food prepaned by the Froeen Food Facility and reconstituted by
the hospiial is bBeing served 1o approximately  half the patient
population of Wolston Fark in addition to the whole of Basil Stafford
Training Centre,

A tree-planting programme instiied during the year will |
enhance the appearance of the grounds in years o come. !

WACHL REPATRIATION PAVILION

The Repatriation Pavilion is responsible for the care of patients
with paychiatric conditions which have been accepied as being due 1o
war service amd which require longer-term management than can be
providded ag Greenslopes Repatriation Hospilal, The enit works
closely with the Psvehianry Section of the Department of Veierans'
Aflnirs,

Weekly patient reviews are allended by Uhe senior psychiatrisds, &
relinbilitation  officer and. om  occasioms, by social workers, |
occupational therapisis and psychologists. 1

The unit aims o provide immedizte and long-terms sehabilitation
in some cases amd long-term shelter management in other cases.

el ot o
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BAILLIE HENDERSON HOSPITAL

Medical Superintendent: 1. M. RIDLEY, M.B., B.5., D.Obst., D.P.M.

OVERVIEW OF HOSPITAL ACTIVITIES

The re-organization and definition of areas within the Hospital,
which began Lasl year, has now been comipleted, The activities of the
dlifferemt Linits and services provided are ouilined below

A star has been made in the provision of a psychintric service 1o
the rural areas. A forinightly oatpatient clinic ar Dalby serviced by a
team [rom Baillie Henderson Hospital began in October, Extension of
this service 1o Boma is planned .

CLINICAL THERAPEUTIC ACTIVITIES

Hehabilitation Lnit

The task of re-assessing and planning the reatment of every
patient in the Unil has been completed.

Iniellecinzl Handicap Unii

The general aim of the Undt is 10 provide a broad range of
appropiate experiences (o residents—leading, after a period, 10 a
maore relinble astessment of their potential and a reduction in the
influence of institutionakized behaviour.

Psychogeriatric Unit

The Royal Streel Assessment Cenire and the inpatiem facilitics at
Conolly Ward are well established. With the extension serviees 1o the
rural districts, the unit will be in a position 1o improve psychogeriatnic
care im the country areas,

Paychiniric Unil, Toowoomba General Hospital

Omn 26th January, 1981, the Uinit maved 1o betier accommaodation
in the vacant Ol Chikdren’s Ward, There are 25 beds, three out-
patient clinie rooms, four ward offices, and o day room switzble for
group mcctings. Ward referrals (rom other Units have increased,
providing an excellent opporiunity for experienoe in liaison peychianry
for mexdical officers,

Service for Alcohalics

This is provided viam a weekly clinic and inpatient assesiment
Taciliies a1 Toowoomba Cieneral Hospital, Patiems requiring an
aleoholic rresiment programme continued to be referred o Wacol.
Thase with brain damage Likely (o require loRg-1erm ireatment are
admitted 1o Baillie Henderson Hospital. OF these, eight have been
transferred for rehabilitation 1o the Unit at Bedford Sareet.

Forensic Service

Dr N, Lis, Director of Forensic Psychiatry, visits momthly from
Brishane, The services of a Medical Officer, Behavioural Science stafl
and Linison Murse are provided by the Hospital. The majoriiy of
referrals anc received from the local Probation Service whose officers
altend the monihly clinics.

Indusirial Therapy Unit

The Unit has achicved sheliered workshop stamus. Workers
mumber about 40, some of whom are discharged patienis.

STAFFING

Dr J. Ridiey, Medical Superintendent commenced an overseas
sudy tour in mid-May. Dr P. Shechan, relicf locum Psychiatiast,
assumed duty in her absence.

The resignation of 1wo Medical Officers early this vear reduced
the complement 1o three plus one pari-time.

Behavioural Science staffing siood ai six Psychologists (including
Senior  Behavioural  Sclemiist),  four  Social  Workers,  four
Oceupational Therapists, one Physioherapisi, one Teacher, one
Asshstant Teacher and four Becreation Officers,

Sister Margaret, seconded by the Bishop of Toowoomba, has
assumed the duies of Hospital Chaplain.

Dr 5. M. Sutherland, Visiting Meurodogisi, ceased his weekly
sessions in June this year, His contribatbon 1o the teaching of medical
officers will be missed.

TRAINING

In-service training for senior nursing staff, including those from
Mosman Hall, is continuing.

A threc-day seminar for community nurses was conducbed 1wioe
in the past six months.

A one-week programime Tor nursing staffl was organized in con-
junction with the post-graduale nursing course on pevchogerialnic
nursing at Princess Alexandra Hospital.

All 16 candidates were successfull in the State Psychiatric Nursing
Fimals in Movember, 1980,

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

There was no major consiructbon within the complex during the
year winder review. However, approval for the building of cold room
facilities for frozen foods has been given and construction will begin
in July, 1981, In addition, provision of emergency and evacuation
lighting has progressed,

MANAGERIAL, MAINTENANCE, SERVICE

The Hospital artisan staff have continued 1o play their robe in
keeping abreast with minos maimenance of buildings, linings, plam
ﬂﬂd_ﬁlllipmml. Clﬂil.':ll officers continue 10 receive expericnce in all
sections of Hospital work. The introduction of a Plant and Equip-
ment Register was a magor undertaking during the vear.

Contract Cleaning of the Hospihal has been satisfactory during
e yesr.

The emplovment of Domestic Staff in Scullery areas of Wards
?l-'htrt patsenls are unabbe to attend the Cafereria for meals has
impraved the presentation of meals in these areas.

Kitchen stalf have maintained a high standard of meals in the
Hospital, ond the imroduction of frozen foods in this area will
evenLuale in the coming year.

Hospatal grounds are still a feawure, and gardening stalf have
contimeed to clear and maimain funther areas with tree planding a
confinuing function, The gardens were again placed in the Annueal
Carnaval of Flowers Competition. A new bush house is planned.

COMMUNITY RELATIONS

The imporiani fungiions which occurred in the year with active
participation by safl and the community inchuded: —

The Haospital Fete—this was a stafl organized function with
enlhusiastic communily participation;

Vaolumary Servicsd Function—an annual ribute 1o the
voluntary organizations and individuals associated with
ihe Hospital;

5000 [nner Partv—io publicize the communily assentaion
of the service provided by Baillie Henderson Moapiial. Dy
M. J. Saimsbury, Director, New South Wales [nstitute of
Pavchiarry, was the guest speaker;

Mendal Health Week—highlights of which included a Ball,
Ecumenical Service and a hospital sponsored Race
Mesting at Clifford Park.

The Hospital is actively involved with the International Year of
the Disabled Persons, A seminar, organiced by the Health, Welfare
and Rehabilitation Sub-Committee of the State Committes of the
Intermational Year of the Disabled Persons, was held a1 Baillie
Henderson  Hospital, Speakers  included  professionals the
handicapped services as well as handscapped persons themselves.

MOSMAN HALL, CHARTERS TOWERS

Medical Superintendent: . ATKINSON, M.B., B.S., D.P.M., M.R.A.N.Z.C.P.

OV ERVIEW
This past year has seen much improvement &t Mosman Hall, wah

improved facilities for residents amd an increased emphasis on
rehabilitation and the “rengihening of thes with the community.

ORGANIFATION AND THERAPEUTIC ACTIVITIES

The Hospital's wards are organized o provide different types of
resident accommodarion, One ward MUnclions s an Asesmenl conire
10 ascertain paticnis’ clinical requirements, together with a cmall

alooholic unil. Two wards are open with residents having supervised
access 0o both hospital grounds and town facilities. The fourth
provides accommodation for geriatric and brain-damaged residents.
A pre-hostel wraining annexe has been established in the Adminis-
tration Building, providing accommodation for six residenis in an
cnvironment which is conducive to their return to the community.
The Occupational Therapy Unin consists of a machine shop,
carpentry, potiery, leather work, and an arts and crafis. seciion.
Residents from all wards anend with o number of day patienis and
approximately 13 residenis of Eventide, Charters Towers.
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Residents who are capable, atend owiings such as squash,
swimming, fishing and own shopping. Facilities within the grounds
imclude a tenpis court, bowling green and facilities Tor indoor bowls.

TRAINING

In-service training for Mursing $4afl i« currenily carried out at the
Baillie Henderson Hospital, Toowoomba. Both Charge and Deputy
Charge Nurses and Registered MWurses anend, with up o three siaff
atiending mi any one time. To date, since the commencement of Tn-
service Training, 16 staff have attended (he raining programme.

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES

Each year, an Open Day is held ar Mosman Hall whereby the
general community is allowed aecess 1o all sections of 1he Hosplial.
This. together with other town visits by residems, remds o make the
peneral public aware of the functions of Mosman Hall. Several
community groups alse participate in o activities which involve
residenis.

The establishment of the canteen has proved highly swooessful
among residems. with the profil going towards betier facilities. This
cameen is maimainsd by volumeers from the Hospieal Aaxiliary on a
raosicr hasis.

PSYCHIATRY CLINIC, 30 MARY STREET

Psychiatrist-in-Charge: P. J. EDWARDS, M.B., B.S., F.RANZCF., D.P.M.

(WERVIEW

The Clink cominues o provide an oulpalient service to the
community, with assessment and ireatment for the complete range of
adult psychiatric disorders: with the exception of ciases presenting
primarily with alcohod or narcetic drug addiction. A crisis inger-
vention service is available during normal working hours. Liaison and
consuliative services are provided by Welfare Officers and Social
Workess 10 General Practitioners and variows Governmental and
volumtary agencies in the community who deal with persons
imcapacitated by psvchiatric  illness.  Information concerning
community resources previousty collected by the Wellare Officers and
Social Waorkers has been extended and continuouasly updated.

STAFFING
At the present time, part-time pavehiatrises and medical officers
provide 12 additional sessions per week compared with the preceding
year. The aumber of Wellare Officer positions has been reduced fnom

five 1o four, and it is anticipated that the two positions recently
created for pharmacists will be filled in the near future. Otherwise
there have been no changes 10 the uaffing positbon.

PATIENT POPULATION

The number of new patiems and the 1oial pamber of patienis
anending the Clinic has shown an increase on last year's figures, The
lowgr seferral raie of chronic psychotic patients from Wolston Park
Hospital that has been evident in the last two years has continoed.

FORENSIC SERVICES

Foriy per cent of all new patients were seen [of forensic purpases.
There was a subsiantial increase in the number of patienis seen and in
the consuliations provided in Brishane Prison. The service provided o
the Probation and Parole Service comtinses at much the same level,
There was an increase in the namber of pre-fenience pﬂ'ﬂli:lll‘il:
reports prepared for the Courts, There was a very substantial increase
in the number of assessments done for the Public Defender®s Office.

STONES CORNER PSYCHIATRY CLINIC

Acting Psychiatrist-in-Charge: P. G. MITCHELL, M.B., B.5., D.P.M., M.R.ANZ.C.P.

OVERYIEW

During the period under review, this clinic has continued to
provide services for a wide range of disonders, A major emphasis has
been the continuing efTon to improve the quality of service to patienis
by the formation of an Assessment Group of stafi members of
differing professional perseasions 1o meonitor all referrals io the chime.
The aim of the Groap is the early clarification of the needs of the
individieal patient for the purpose of realistically planned management
in relation to this clinke's resowrces and those of the commumity as a

whole.

THERAPEUTIC ACTIVITIES

These include—
(1) assessment of potiends and referral o appropriae
managemenl Fagilities 10 maximize efficienl usage of
AMHODTIALE TESOUTOES:

{2 tresiment of patienis with & range of 1echniques from
pavehotierapy 1o behavioural modification in an indi-
vidual, family or group setting with or withoul the
additien of psychopharmaceuticals;

a Day Therapy Cenire provading programimes in a group
setting for people with a wide range of psychiatrec
morbadity: the emphasis is on maintenance. rehabilitation
and resocialization as is appropriale;

4 crisis service available for use by persanal o wlephone
contact;

consuhative and liaison services provided Lo a variety of
community persons and groups in the medical, social and
welfane Nebds;

in-service wraining programmes for all climeal siaff.
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INTELLECTUAL HANDICAP SERYVICES BRANCH

Director: R. N, SHEPHERD, B.A., Dip.Psych., M.A.P.5.

Deputy Director: J. M., ©. WRIGHT, M.A., M.A.P.5.

Administration Officer: B. BARLOW (from 1-7-80 1o 4-3-81)
E. H. 5. YOUNG (from 5-3-E1 1o 30-6-81)

OYVERVIEW

The shvances in bodh residential and communily-based services
for imelleciually handicapped persons which have boen made in recent
vears have proved an excellem foundation for further significant
developments in the past vear. These developmems have reflecied the
aim of the Branch o provide services which are comprehensive and
flexible enough to meel the needs of the individeal client or family in
the least restrietive way.

This has been accomplished through ihe selective redeployment
of human and material resources. The end resubl has been the
widening of service options for clients and iheir families, Howewer,
ihe process has also required officers ai all kevels 1o be adaptable and
1o accept considerable individual responsibility. Their readiness 10 do
sa has been o key factor in the achievements recorded in this report.

Thie development which froquenily anracted the interest of
oolleagues locally, interstate and owerseas, was the Aliernate Living
Service, which is now well established in Ipswich and Brishane. This

has occurred through the assistance of the Queensland Housing Com-
mission in making rended homes available. However, the programme
has also now developed 1o include privately remed accommodation.

The essence of the Alernate Living Serviee s thar the
intelbeciually handicapped residents are indeed the householders. The
funciion of all staff mvolved i 1o support the intellectually handi-
capped residens to carry oud the responsibilities of this role. This
cnables the residents 1o panicipare mose realistically in the broad
communily, with positive spin-offs in increased competence and
enhamced sell-csteem.

The beading role which Queensland has played in the developmsent
of residential services has been recognized by viutars from interitale
and by invitations o variows senior officers 1o present papers and
comduct workshops in several other States. This has culminated in the
receipt of a granl from the Matbonal Advisory Council for the
Handicapped 1o undertake a study of models of group-home-style
livimg, in the coming year.
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VISITORS

Dwuring the vear, the Branch has been hos to several interstate
and overseas visiors, notably Professor Alistair Heron of England,
Mrs Martha Dickerson of ihe United States of America and Professor
Roy Brown of Canada. The opportunity 1o have discussions with
wigitars of thiz calibee has been much appreciated.

PLANNING

The Programme Management exercise, undertaken several years
ago, hos continued 10 prove uscful in the application of the
methodolegy of Programme Management to planning within the
Branch as a whole. An on-going Steering Committee of senior of ficers
has pursued *his approach throughout the year.

STAFF TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT

A highlight of the vear has been the [first graduations of
Resideniinl Care Assisiants in Wacol, Ipswich, Toeowoomba and
haryborough, with a further graduation 1@ oceur in Rockhampron
early in July, 1981. This represents a welcome consolidation of the
residential care model iniiated in 1977, as these specially trained stalf
undertake their surrogate parent roles.

Other achievements in stalf training and development have
included the comsiruciion of a Siaff Training Cenire ar Challinor
Cenire officially opened by 1the Honourable the Minister for Health
on 13 May. This building provides excellent lacilities for lectures,
demonsarations and kas a well-appoiniad library for incdividsal soudy.

Al the same timie, il his been possible fo ettablish a separaie dafl
Training Centre within an existing building a1 Basil Stafford Centre, It
is hoped to refurbish this area progressivelv in the futere 19 provide
staff and trainers with appropriaie facilities.

While training has, of necessity, focused on the large number of
direct core sinff. the needs of administrators for fraining relaied o
their role have been recognired. A course of training for Centre Duiy
Officers has accordingly been commenced.

STAFF CHANGES

In the course of the year, Mr B. Young has replaced Mr B.
Barlow as the Adminstration Officer al the Branch.

The Branch has welcomed new faces in professional, direci-care
and admindsirative positions in all sections. The establishment of
further professional positions a1 Maryborough and the appointment
af safl has enabled community-based services 10 be effectively
established in that area and o reduce the amount of visiting by the
Toowoomba professional team,

A position of Audio Visual Officer was established and filled by

Ms F. McFadzen, 1o provide an imponant suppon service throaghout
the Branch.

ALDTOLOGY UNIT

The past year hos been one of gradual consolidation of this
servioe. The sccond year of the Unit's existence has seen o rapid
increase in the demand for s services, pandcularly in the areas of
hearing assessment and uaff education on the cffects of hearing boss
and other related topics,

It is pleasing i report that the Brisbanc-based service is in heavy
demand, with over 1 500 current cases amnd approximately 2 500
clients seen in the last year. The Unin has also provided a weekly
service 1o Royal Children's Hospital which has proved invalunble to
boih parties, particularly in faciliiating the relationship between the
Unit and the Ear, MNose and Throat Department at the hospital.

A significant contribution of the Unit has been in a heightened
dwareness of the compounding effect of hearing problems expenenced
by intelleciually handicapped persons and increasing emphasis on
communication processes wilhin residential environments.

COMMUNITY LIAISON UNIT

The pasi 12 monihs has been characterized by an h'\:r-irm:a:&in:
pace to meet ihe requests for information amd consuliative servioss,
requiring of saff in the Unit much flexibility and evaluation of the

- organization of the Unit coinciding with a constam assessmicnl of the

needds of the wsers of the service.

The Unit's staffing esablishment is five, enabling siaff to
specialize in work activities. Each of ficer is available on a roster basis
as Information Offwcer, to be present at the Unil to handle all “phone
or personil enquiries during a day. The average number of such
enguiries o day is five,

Aiajor arens of service provision are—

(i) friformration Resowrce Service.—To provide a centralized
Srane-Wide information service on intellectual handicap,
mecessinares consiani maintenance of the Information
Resources Collection of the Unit, All staff are involved in
ihe proscess of collection and collation of materal.

{iid Prodiction Services. —Another imporiant anea of service,
this  wection concenirates on  the dissemination of
information  through  publications, e brochures,
magnzines, packages, and booklets,

The quarterly magazine, Communily Bulletin, with a
circulation of 1 30 is  providing a  forum  for
all—governmem, voluniary, pareni and community to
share views on kboology and services available. I is
providing a valuable documented record of the develop-
ment of Intellectual Handicap Services.

The Bulletin Mewsheet circulates to 950 readers in the
Souih-East Region of Queensland in the maparity and is
coniribuied to by an ever-increasing number of fervice
providers and parent boddies, informing all of what is
happening. 1t is also providing a valsable documented
recond of events, activities and conferences,

(ily Vodunteer Progromee (VIPL—The Volunieer's Task
Force produced an exiensive report recommending a
policy for programmes throughoul Intdleciual Handicap
Services  using  volupteers:  VIF—Volunieers  for
Intellectually Handicapped Persons. This is a major
development in a facet of service delivery active with
community involvement and participalion.

With the implementation of the programme is the
creation of a Volunteer Co-ordinatos’s Committee [or
Intelicctual  Handicap Service, chaired by Semor
Community  Linison Office 10 oversee the VIP
programme, cvaluste and recommend changes. This will
be occurring during the coming year.

This year the Unit has enabled 153 programends
occurning in Brishane, Ipswich and Gold Coast o be
supplemented by ihe valuable asset of wolunteers. This
service is provided by assistance of 300 members of those
local communities assising as drivers, therapist pides,
minders or in whatever capacity is reguired.

{ivh Eviension Services,— The on-going activity of mainfaining
liaizon with o range of voluntary organizations and parem
groups, and, in particulas, the Parents and Friends
Ciroups associoted with the various residential facilitics of
the Branch, involves all officers b is also the particular
responsibality of the Community Liaison Unit. This is an
increasingly challenging task as such groups develop their
knowhedge and ability 10 express the perceived neods of
intellectually handicapped people.

RESEARCH ACTIVITIES

Among a range of research activities undertaken by Branch
Ovifice has been the development of o need survey methodology and its
subsequent implementatien in Townsville, Toowoomba and Ipswich
areas, Other important activities included service evaluation and the
continued development of an innovative Branch-wide Record Keeping
System.

INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE DISABRLED PERSON

During 1981, interest is focused on disabled people and iheir
participmion as members of the community. The Branch has been
active in community education projects, and officers have served on
LY.0.P. Sub-Committees dealing with access, education amd. legal

aspecls.

BRISBANE SERVICES
CENTRAL ASSESSMENT CLINIC

Superintendent: G. ROSS, M. Soc. Wk,

OVERVIEW
MNew referrals 1o the Central Assessment Clinic have been

- gomstant owver the 12-month period, with approximately 240 new
~ children and 230 new adults being registered. The on-going cascload
- numbered 1 400.

Generally, there has been increasing pressures from all areas o
provide extended services. This has been most marked in country
areas, especinlly the North and Souwh Coasts.,

The Clinic still offers a visting service 1o Rockhamipton and will,
in July, 1981, siart an interim service in Townsvilke,

Work with adulis has shown further development. The Aliernate
Living Service has grown from one house 1o thres houses, with further
planned developmem carly in the new linancial vear. Recreation work
and independence training have aleo shown very effective resulis.
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The continuing work of tee Clinie can be spread over ive major
headings:—
1it Family Suppori Services

The goal of the family suppornt services is 10 provide information,
counsclling, therapeulic, group and practical suppont o families with

an intellectzally handicapped member so thar the Camily as a unit can
mainiain lself in the mainstream of the community.

This vear these services have included—
(a1 Famaly Counsclling;
{bh Individual Adult Chent Counselling;
{cd  Pareni Education Courses;
{dy Child and Adull Beliel Flacemenis;

{ch Information Scrvices through brochuses, booklets and
Iibrary facilities: and

Ledures,

(£

il Assessment Seriees

Asscssmenl s an importan continuing function of the Clinic and
is provided 10 a whie range of other Government Deparimenis and
aslher apencees. This s used as an intcgral part of on-going treatment
and, by having a mulli-disciplinary input. provides a functional basis
for future planning. The Clinie has alvoe been called upon 1o provide
comsuliam asscisments for other organizations,

(i} Intersemtbon Programnees

The aim of the Clhisic's invalvement in the feld of intclbecioal
handicap is 10 assist o prepare these people for acoeplange into
peneric community Tacklinies,

(v Comsultancy Servioes

There is an increasing awareness by the community about the
“socinl problems™ of imellectual handicap. Through i work, the
Clinic aims 1o foster the development of and provide professsonal

support sorvices 1o volumiary agencies 10 cnable ihem Lo mankam
intelleciually handicapped persens within the community, By joining
forces, voluntary agencies and Government Depariments can support
cach other in the provision of quality services,

A major arca of consultancy is 1o the Education Departmenis®
four Early Education Intervention Programmes. The Clinic, while
nssessing and developing programmes 10 assist children move on Lo
these facilities, also provides a back-up comsaliative service to teachers
to awist them maintain continuity in the child's developmental
PEGErAmEE.

1%} Teaching and Hesearch

There is a constan need 1o increase professional knowledge and
understanding of the needs and problems faced by intellectually
handicapped people and their families.

The opening of 1wo Community Villas, ane in Toowosomba and
ome in Marsbosough in 1979, mean o rise in (he teaching commit-
meents of stafl frem the Clinic. Represenatives of differeni pro-
fessional backgronnds have ravellsd on a regular basis 1o both these
Tocalities 1o teach residemind care seafl skills in the treatment of
intelicctually hamdicapped people,

The Clinic abso provides a basis for research thai belps develop a
Isetter wislersianding of the development of iniellectunlly handicapped
people and of the technobogy required for the improvement of
IIErvERTIOn Progranmes.

STAFFING

In-service training schemes have been helped by ihe appointment
of a Senr Oecupational’ Therapist, Senior Speech Therapist and
Sensor Physiotherapist.

BASIL STAFFORD TRAINING CENTRE

Deputy Superimtendent: R. JOACHIM, B A (Hons.), M.AP.S.

OVERVIEW

This yvear was one of comsolidation al the Centre. Yery feow
changes occurred in professional rewource siaffing and this has
allowed the continuation of established programmes.

Traming of resulemtsal care assastanis has now reached the siage
where some stall have been able o crter fraining o more than sx
months aller commencing duty.

Further progress was made toward providing nosmal communiny
|i-1-|1'|:_c apporiunifics for our residents, with pwo groups of sdolescents
setting up homes in renfed accommodation and a nomber of indi-
viduals being located in other living siuations. The Dive-year plan 1o
rateenalize accommodation, professional and sdministrative space is
well on 1argel.

Inereasad imvolvement by community service chubs gives cause for
oplimism as the work they are doing i improving quality of life For
resaldems,

CLINICAL THERAPEUTIC ACTIVITIES

o of the co ity
previons  year,  This

The lust 12 months has seen a ¢
ressdendial  anifabive  gomumenced i
sl ated preparalion programmes,

As ool 3h June, 1981, over 9% per ceni of the resiibenis were
imvolved in training programmes for an least three hours per week,
Twenty:two residents attend special schools in the communily on a
Tull-time basis, and eight attend part-nme. Five ressdents attend full-
lime al activity therapy centrer or sheltered workshops in the
communily while three sttend par-time.

The Basil Stalford swhool programme provides training for a
total of 47 readents, 32 mtending Hmlu'rr;lu!:h' all-time and 15
antending for shogler sesslons, The caretculum includes gross motor
activities, music amd movement. 1Mal communication (raining,
seimiming and water play, cognitive developmeni, social and inter-
porsenal skills, and commuenity awareness,

Chher activities, such as drama, woodwork rakning and holiday
ciperienoes, are provided for specific classes,

Thete are now fhree aduli aaivity cenires operating within the
Cemre—ihe Transitional Activity Therapy Centre with 12 residents
attending. the Banksia Activity Centre, with 10 parsime residents
amnd the Independent Cottage Crafi Cendre, The Intter project was
commenced during the last year and dimd (o foster independence and
socikl development, within o programme of crafis training and
pardening. Eleven ressdents are catered for in the programme.

the

The horse-riding programme.  ander the direction of the
recreation officer, has expanded considerably in the last year and now
operates three mornings o week and involves around 150 ressdents.

The Social Club has recently been re-organized 10 inchuede a
greater varkety of activities, The programme has included & number of
activities locared in the commuenity to give residents some expericnce
i the expeciations of commaunity living.

A oial of 16 residents were discharged from the Centre, all of
whom moved io community facilities. Ome resident returned to her
family, six were placed in family group homes, and nine adolescents
miived inta pwo howses staffed by residential care pssastants in the
Brishane Alternale Living Service.

During the Chrisinns holday period, a succewsful PrOgramine
entitled  School Holiday Activity Programme and  Entertainment
(SHAPE R was conductedd by a residential care worker amd a number of
residential care assistants, '

Futwre plans for programming activities revolve around the
prosasion of mare appropriate communily-based acoommodation for
residents. It is expected thal programmes will continoe to emphasize
the skills which residents need 1o develop in order (o cope with the
demands of communily living.

STAFF TRAINING AND DEVELOPMENT

Restdennial Care Asststrais Course.—There are now 136 saff
invelved in this course. Filly new siaff have completed the indudlion
week during the vear.

The Division of Health Education and Infermation ran a series of
courses for domestics, supervisors and other seaflf invalved in food
hamdling.

Ebeven monthly seminars have been held during the year for all
stalf mt the Ceptre,

A swstem 1o improve feedback from owside hospitals has been
instiiwted so that the nursing service receives information on any treat-
ment begun at the hospital 1o which a residemt was referred.

COMMUNITY HELATIONS

The involvement of volunteers from the comemumily with the
residents contimued under the co-ordination of ihe social work
SECkiog.

The Parems and Freends Awodiafion continwes to help the Cenire
im sariews ways, During the vear, it underwem a nome change from
the Avevron Farents and Friends Association to the Basil Stafford
Training Centre Parenis and Friends Association. The Association

Faiieic
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has donated femds for Chrissmas gifis, pocker money and amenities,
held a fete in conjunction with Open Day and helped sponsor (e
Easter Bonner Parade.

The Litthe Kings Movement continued conducting weekly sessions
with some of the residents.

Thiz vear saw the opening of the Olive Shersdan Pask, n
recreational facility for residents, their familics and s1aff. This park

wis comstructed by the Salisbury Kotary Club with financial backing
froom the Parenis and Friends Associateon,

Another service club, the Jindalee Rotary Club, has built two
barbeques in the Centre and construcied a fenee 1o assist with the
horse-riding programme.

Diber community groups are currenily looking ar the passibiling
of assisting the Centre in the coming months by way of eqeipment
donarsons.

IPSWICH SERYICES
Community-Based Services

OVERVIEW
Community-based services in Ipswich have previowsly been
provided by the Central Assessmemt Clinbe, while staff of Challinor
Centre have supporied a growing independent living service of former
residents, The laiier has now been incorporated into the Allernate
Living Service, providing a contimuum of accommaodation Facilities,
varying according 1o the type and extent of siafl inpul. A training and
SUpPon service is now provided for 78 cliems in 27 separate living

Tacilities.

 As of 15th June, the professional siafl have assumed rosponsi-
bality from the Cemiral Assessment Clinic for all resousce and

assessment activities in the Ipswich area.

ACTIVITIES

- During the past year, the service has responded 10 an increasing
need 10 establish and co-ordinate day activities 10 assist cliems in

| developing competence in social, work and recreational skills 1o

—

complement the self-care training conducted within their home
environment. An average of 12 chents per day amend structured
PIOgramInGs.

HOLIDAYS

A groups of 748 clients have enjoved holidays in venues including
Lamangtan National Park, Caloumira, Tollebudgera National Fiiness
Camp and Binna Burra.

STAFF

Of 2% Resadential Care Staff, 16 have complered iraining as
Residential Care Assiatants and cight are currently in teaining.

COMMUNITY RELATIONS

Ligizon has been maintained with various ofher government and
voluntary ofganications, Considerable effon has gone imo the
preparation of an Ipswich Service Directory to be Liunched in Augusi,
~ Mectings have been held with banks and building societies, 1o
intraduce a more floxible sysiem of idemification of clients by
photographs in passbooks,

CHALLINOR CENTRE—IPSWICH

Medical Superintendent: G. McCUTCHEON, M.B., Ch.B.

Deputy Superimendent: G, DE GLAS, B.A.

OVERVIEW

This has been o year of planning and implementing inilialives
designed to enhance the quality of life for residenis and clients, o
peavide new iraining options and resources, o further s1afl education
opportunidies and 1o streamline and establish  procedures 1hat
wontribute 1o the provision of a betier service 1o all.

Information about effective training procedures and technigques,
esiablishing training priogitics and use of community resources s
[been transmitted 10 Centre staff. Use of this information will resull in
mare econgmic and relevamt training with the Cenire and will
eventually faciliiace resident/clien transitions when moving from
Cenire (o community.

- Astep fomward was tfaken with the development of a set of criterin
designed o introduce greader objectivity into methods of selection Tor
community placement. These guidelines are not skill-based, a
significam departure from raditional concepls.

THERAPEUTIC ACTIVITIES

A pre-work arca has been established 1o cater for those resadents
o requine basic iraining in work skills, amhuedes and behaviours,
area has, as part of its philosophy, an acceptance of the naion
social recreational and educational development is & necessary
mend in the tomal development of the person. The range of
vitheswork tasks available for iraining purposes is steadily

Basic formal work oplions have alio provided a source of
menl. Opportunitics have extended throughout this vear 10
de oulside gardening comracis, car washing, etc.

RECREATHINAL ACTIVITIES

- The Day Centre has continued 10 expand the range of crafts and
ies. available to residents, There hns been a significant increase
ill_ﬂ'l-lw of residents who attend on a regular basis and the 1o1al
ber catered for by the area.

BEHAVIOUR INTERVESNTION USIT

Tbﬂ unit was established i Ocrober, 1980, and bs co-ordinaed by
Al Assistant Programme Divecror. lis creation hns allowed for a
natic apd inicnsive approach (o some long-sanding behaviour

STAFFING

Establishments for mast professional discipline are currcntly
filled, and all staff have Tallillsd o member of gencral Tunctions
Ihroughoul the past year, These include—

1) resource  smalf for  arcas units,
sUppoTling and programming inpul;
work with individual residenis including  assessment,
programnee  design, implementation and evaluation in
areas of behavioar change, skill development in self-help,
social and communication aneas;
panticipation &n stall  developmeni  activities  which
encompisses becluring and supervision of R.C.A s in
Eranming:
partscipation i public relations aclivitees, including fetes,
displays and open davs;
participation in kecal, Branch and caher seminars/learning
exchanges relaling 1o profession or area of emplovinent.

MEDICAL ANID SURSING SERVICE

The service continges 1o be run along community lines with iwo
pari-time medical officers providing a gencral practitioner service of
morning surgeriss. house calls and afver-hour services. This could no
be accomplished 1o complete reqguirements without the excelbent
suppart of the Ipswich Geperal Hospatal.

Drespite iemporary shorages and vacancies in the Mursing Service
establishment of six, a 24-hour service was maintained, and was
responsible for organizing medical and specialist appoinimenis and
providing a domiciliary service. Surpery appoiniments fofalbed 3 043,
howses calls 212, interviews 60, specialis] visits 259, pathology an
Cenire 233, visiis and admissions 1o General Hospatals and other
facilivies 494,

inclde  planning,

123
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PHARMALCY SERVICE

With the establishment of a Pharmacy ar (ke Basl Spaffosd
Teaining Centre in February, (980, the Challinor Centre Pliarmacy
was able by June, 1980, 10 have developed the Medication Dis.
tribution System for Basil Siafford Training Centee to the vage of
complete independence of Challinor Cemire with the exception
of— (1) prescribing information service: and (2} oocasional supply
af emergency medication. This freed the Challinor Cenire pharmacy
stafl 1o develop and improve their services 10 the patienis and in stafl
Lraining.



ADMISSI0NS AND INSCHARGES

Tatdes of figures are published ebewhere, but il is wonhy of
mention that temporary reliel placement was given to 61 cliens, all of
whom returned 1o the commuenity.

Tweniy-lwa residents wese discharged, 13 to the independent
living service, seven to voluniary hosiels, and iwo to Dalby Hospital
Annexe,

STAFF DEVELDPMENT

The siafl development section, Challinar Training Cenlre has
experienced o greai deal of change and development in the lost year.
The opening of the new stafll training building and the vinal sieps
wwards & comprehensive course review involving the Cenificate
Course in Residential Care have been two major events,

Permanent siaffing presently consists of a Saalf Training Officer,
two Residential Care Workers and a Residential Care Assistani,
Lecturing resounces are further strengihiencd by guest lectisrers, Basil
Siafford Training Cenire safl developement officers, Challinor
Centre professional staff and administrators and other Branch
persnnnel.

COURSES

Stalf Development has been responsible for the organization of
the following courses:—
(1} The Certificate Course in Residential Care;
(2y One-week Induction Courses for new stall (R.C.AGsE
{3 Spocial Courses/seminars for all categorics of staff;
{4) Co-ordination of Residemtial Care Waorker (Training)

Praclicums.
CERTIFICATE COURSE I8N RESIDENTIAL CARE

There are 123 Residentinl Care Adsistants currently in iraining at
Challinor Centre.

INDUCTIONS
Sin one-week induction courses have been run for mew RC. A
stall,
SPECIAL COURSES/SEMINARS

A mumiber of special courses and seminars have been held during
the year 10 aid in staff development.

il

FHYSICAL ENVIRODNMENT

The new Staff Training Cenire was officially opened by the Hom.
Brian Austin, Mimster Tor Healih, on 13th Moy, 1981,

This complex comprises a receplion area, four large lecture
reams, o very large library with excellem facilivies for study, an audio-
visual workshop and store-room, an aclivities and demonsiration
rocm, an observation room, an equipment library and four offices.
The surrounding area i landscaped and blends well with the kand-
scaping of the neighbouring canteen.

The purchasing of extra machinery for the laurdry has allowed
considerable progress towards processing 100 per cent of the laundry
for the Ipswich General Hospatal,

Routine maintenance work included renovations 1o Ellen House
bathioom and the demalition of the water tower, a well-known land-
mark for bocal aircraft pilois and a much used facility for surveyors.

COMMUNITY RELATIONS

Family contucts have been maimained and are ever-increasing. A
spegial programme, conducted by a Reereathon Officer in finizon with
Socinl Work Section, has resulted in 204 residents’ home visits and
ome beaves during the vear.

There were mare resident holidays during the first six months of
the vear than had occurred in any previous 12-month period. A final
figure is nod wet available.

The Senior Citizens Group contiiues 1o enjoy commuanity
outings, angd Si. Pauls Mothers Union have mow established a
Challinor Centre Wheelie Cluly, with no fewer than 15 “pushers’ af a
TECend uiing.

Community outings for residents in wheelehairs have become
greatly enhanced by the donation 1o the Cemre of a minibus with a
hydraulic ramp from Friends of Challinor Ald League, assisted by Aid
Retarded Persons, Queensland.

FAOC AL, has continued 1o give suppom 1o the Centre by
providing presworkshop incentives amnd aide scheme payments, and it
is generally accepied that the recent granting of pensions (o all
residents over the age of 16 years was largely die 10 the pegotiations
wilh Federal and Staic Governments undértaken by F.OJCALL.

There has been on-going support of the many church groups in
the area, an increase in the number of private citivens who have
volunteered thelr thme and skill 1o assist in training areas, and a one-
week placement of iwo police cadets from the Police Academy, all
illustrating increasing enlightenment in the comawunaty.

TOOWOOMBA AND MARYBOROUGH SERVICES

Superintendent: C. T. CAMPBELL, B.Sc., Dip.Psych., M.A.P.5,
Toowoomba Yilla Director: A. BARBER, M.N.C., G.M.C., O.N.C.
Maryborough Villa Director: B. MATTHEWS, B A .(Hons. Psyeh.)

DVERVIEW

Within the regional area, major decentralizadion of personal and
family services had been achieved through the establishment of
resource and assessmienl services in Maryborough, The regional bases
of Toowosmba and Maryborough now offer a comprebensive range
ol services, u‘ﬂmprhizlg—

1) multssdisciplinary professional services 1o clents and ther
families in the respective catchment areas;
{1} shori- and longer-term  residential  services
Community Villas, with an active triadning ethos;
(kiy access 10 hospital-based sccommodation for clients with
profound intellectual handicaps through $0:bed wmts an
Tredgoeld House and the Maryborough Base Hospital.

The sdministration and overall co-ordination of services are
provided through the regional office in Toowoomba. The specialined
functions of stafl development, family edudcation and community
development acroas the regional area havebeen consolidated by the
basing at the Toowoomba office of positions of Assstant Programme
Director and Kesidential Care Worker forming a Regional Education
Umin.

The graduation ceremonies for inilial appoiniees o posstions of
Bosidential Care  Assistant  were  significant  milestones in  the
Community Villa concept. indicating the full implementation of the
new model in residential cane and training. Staff training & now
established a5 an on-going regional function.

Access b0 services Tor clients in Western areas has vraditionally
presented problems for the Toowosmba-based resource team. The
cstablishment of regular air-charters to major population centres in
comjunction  with  asociated depanimental agencies has  greatly
improved the frequency amd efficiency of our services Lo
geographecally isolated Tamilies.

through

There has been adive invelvement by senbor staff in the o |
ordination of services by statutory and volunlary agencies, par-
tecularly through the Inmerdepanmental Core Committes on Early
Imervention, The Toowoomba Commitiee has focused effons upona |
detailed moeds/resources survey of the Warwick and Stanthorpe
populations. This survey may form a model for further siudies nl'
ritral communilics.

CLINICAL THERAPEUTIC ACTIVITIES 1

Persomal and Family Services

The establishment of a Resource amnd Assessment Scrvice in
Maryborough has allowed » splitting of the caseload covered by
Toowoomba-based stafl singe 1979, The Maryborough team has |
assumed responsibility for cliemts along the coast strip from Gympie
1o Bundaberg. The Toowoomba-based team now concentrales iis
sevices towards clients in Sowth-West Queensland and the South
Burnetl area.

Withim ihese caichment areas, however, the spread of clieats has
mecessitated o stromg domicilliary  emphasis in the provision of
services. For clients with access (o Toowoomba, cemre-based services
for individuals and growps are available as a resull of imprm'di‘
accommodation. Such services will be facilitated in Maryborough
with the completion of the new Administration Building now wnder
construction.

- Each af the resource teams oo-ordinates and rationalires :l'l-uﬂ-
and long-lerit admissions to residential facilities im its anea. Slm
community demand exists for residential provision for adulis with:
severe 1o profound intelbeciual handicaps, associated with behavioural |
management problems, across the region. It has been necessary 10
arrange a number of such placements ar Challinor Centre, |pswich.



The availability of beds within the Community Villas fos shogt-
term admissions has continued 10 provide an essential family resource.
Filty-one families have availed themselves of this Tacility over the
year, This has proved to be a cost-elfective sevvice, relieving families
for periods averaging one month from the day-to-day demands of
living with their handicapped family member. In many instances, such
admissions have been wsed to facilitale intensive Iraining programmes
for clients. This tangible family supporn appears to redwce the demand
for longer-term placement by families with more trapsient problems.

Across ihe regional arca, assessment, counsclling and develop-
menial programming services for children are well established.

Services for adulis are being improved in bath Toowosomba and
Maryborough. A separate aduli tcam is planned for Toowsomba. In
Maryborough, ihe resource team has developed programmes for
mildly-handicapped adulis, in conjunction with the Marvborough
Villa, aimed ar less restrictive communily living, A paralle
programme of family education is under way, inroducing new
concepts and undersianding for the families of the cliems invalved.

Hesidential Facilities (Villas)

Each of the Villas in Toowoomba and Maryvborough now
functions as an active raining facility for children and adulis with
inteflectual handicaps, requiring supervision on g 24-hour-a-day
rostered Baiis. The level of expertise acquired by trained staff in
behavioural management and developmemal training appears 1o
justify resources spemt in the early stages of establishment of the Villas
in saff development.

During the year, major efforts have been made owards
community integration, particularly in recreational pursuits, There
have been broad programmes invelving swimming, roller skating, and
bowling, with other groups undentaking gyvmnastics, camping trips,
| concerts, fishing, horse-riding and dining owi.
| A number of adult residents in cach Villa attend sheticred
| workshops and activity training centres, wilh most children attending

community schools on ar least a part-time basis, In each Villa, it has
been necessary 1o establish day programmes for residents whose full-
| time peeds are beyond the resources of available community facilisies,
| with regard to boh education and work expericnee. These pro-
gramimes accep community referrals through their respeclive resource
| teams where similar peeds exist.
| The Maryborough Villa continues to stress the invodvement of
volunteers in its programmes o foster communily acceplance and
pasitive contact with the handicapped. During the vear, the number of

549

voluntéers involved has expanded from five volunieers 1o 15, each
participating for three hours weekly., This constitues a major
programme, supplemented by a volunicer raining course organceed
through the Maryborough College of Techmical and Further
Education,

The Toowaamba Villa has encowraged commumnity knowledge of
the Villa through visiis by associated practivioners, students and
cCOmmunily groups.

There has been ptﬂgm.ﬁ\'c movemeni of longer-siay adulis m
cach Villa into alternative living environmenis, according to personal
competence and nesds.

Each Villa is suppomned by an associated voluniary organieation,
cnabling partkcipation by families and members of the commumnily in
the welfare of the residents.

STAFFIMG:
Positions of Psycholoegist, Occupational Therapia, Ressdential
Care Worker and Social Worker Associate have been deployed in

Maryborough in establishment of the Resource and Assessment
Team.

The positions of Assistant Programme Director and Residential
Care Worker, now based in Toowoomba, form an effective Education
Umiit far the region, represcating the specialized Branch Unils of
Human Resources Development, Community Ligison and Family
Education.

The Speech Therapist position in Toowoomba complements the
malti-disciplinary cmphasis in assessment and programming.

Seventeen  direct-care  wafl in Toowoomba and 11 im
Maryborough have reccived their Certificates in Residential Care.
Training courses for more recently recruited stafl will begin in July.
1981, An in-service troining and development course for Centre Pty
Officers has begun in Maryborough and i is planned 10 extend this
across the regional residential facilities. Regional adminiurative gaff
are gradually being absorbed in1o management development courses
in keeping with deparimental policy.

The current stafl establishment across the region comprises 81
positions.

The inniatives of the past year reflect the policy of progressive
decentralization of services by the Intellecteal Handicap Services
Branch, incorporating regional cenires for service delivery, with
associnied administrative and resource support.

, ROCKHAMPTON SERVICE

Villa Director: E. DOWD, B.Soc. Wk.

OVERVIEW

In 1980-81, the Regional Assessmemt Clinic has increased the
wope ard varicty of services offered 1o the region, including
Gladstome and Mackay.

The Villa complex has developed its functions further as staff
have become more proficient and experienced.

CLINICAL ACTIVITIES

The Clinic has continued to provide services 10 Uhe community,
the Villa and Intellecival Handicap Unit a1 the Bockhampron Hase
Huospital,

Permanent siafl during the year have been able 1o develop more
independent services wsing Clinical team and Audiclogist visits from
Brisbane as resources for their on-geing work, Currently, a Social
Worker and Residential Care Worker stafl the Clinic. A Psychologis
and second Residential Care Worker positions were filled for part of
the vear.

A considerable degree of publicity of Clinic services within the
region has been undertaken. This had included circulation of Clinic
brochure and personal contagy made by Clinic staff with Doclors,
other professionals and interested groups in the region.
 The Clinic anticipates further expansion in the coming year with
the appointment of further staff.

COMMUNITY RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENTS

 January, 1981, saw the extension of the deflci-funded hostels
programme 10 Rockhampion, wath the opening of a Hostel for
intelleciually handicapped school-age children needing to atiend a
Special School facility, in co-operation with Karakan Hostels Limited.
‘Regional Asscssment Clinic siafl were involved in the initial
of the lecal Karakan commities and supplying information
on the mos appropriate need group for ihe hosiel. Close liaison has
oocumred between Regional Assessment Clinke and Guidance and
Ediscation in selecting residents. On-going houseparents” and
* support is offered by Regional Assessment Clinic.

RESIDENTIAL SERVICES
Owverview
The Rockhampton Villa completed two years of operation an
25th June, 1981, and this year there were |1 permanent residenis caned
for, 14 ather people had a reliel placement and seven made use of a
day reliel service.

Therapeutic Activities

During the year, efforts have been mide to build on 1o the
masdular system of residential care by maiching the special needs of
individual residenis with the alents and abilities of each member of
the Residential Care stafl. Assistance has been received from the
Schools Commission funding which has enablbad the parchase of 1oys,
swimming pool, and playground equipment. These grams have
increased the potential for providing a betier learning environmen.

STAFFING
The firs group of graduates from the B.CAL centificane course
are due 10 reccive recogrition for completion of ihe roguircmenis.

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

The physical sening of the Villas continees o improve with tree
planting and gardening projecis.

One notable feature of the year has been the transfer of the
genernl administration from the small rooms in the Villa houses o a
temparary  Adminisiration Building (previously activity building).
This has enabled the activities of the residents and R.CA s 10 progress
without the hindramce of ‘phome calls and visitors o ihe
mdministration areas.

COMMUNITY RELATIONS

The Villa Parents and Friends Association continues 1o function
actively in the life of the Villa,

The Association has organized activities such as the Chnstmas
Party and has attracted donations toward the purchase of ifems such
as playground equipment. The gift of @ freemer was appreciated. The
Parends. and Friends Association has been a major means 10 date of
liaising with the community at large.



TABLE LXXVII
COLLECTIONS—HOSPITALS AND CENTR

ES

TABLE LXXVIll—continued
BIVISION OF PSYCHIATRIC SERVICES

Loan Fund Expenditure 1980-81
|l¢r e —— —_— - SENNFILHINSRSURTI
Amount | Patient Day Lervice Armiunt
: : Buiflie Headerson Haspital : 3
Maintenance paid by Paticnis— & R Hoaspital—
Wn:-ltluu.LP:lrl. Hospinal ...ce.. 1,558 852 4,27 Indoor Recreation Fagilities .. = 26,313
Baillie Henderson Hospital ......coo0ves 35,034 .40 Emergency Power and L L;htm; it LRy
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TABLE LXXVIII Other Works ..
DIVISION OF PSYCHIATRIC SERVICES Conrmeriy Villas—
Loan Fund Expenditure 1980-81 Marybarough—
Aclmmimistration Lnit .. ... 1004
Service AmounL T WO S oo e e 4,00 14,4405
Rockhampion—
k3 13 Flanning Additional Facilities. ...... 4,161
Waolston Park Motpitel— Oher Waorks .. 4,606 8,767
Storage o  Distributon—Frozen Toowoomba 1,702
Foods ., A0, 559
Emergency F'nwrr i, 74 Recurring Maintenance—Existing
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Sewernge Installaton. .. .c...... 219,723 capenditure ., 42 4659
Hospital Ward C'mnp'ln:t 34,556 — e
Chher Waorks .. SEe 62,672 431,783 O e e i e ll.l.'v!,‘!-ﬂ_
TABLE LXXIX
MAINTENANCE (INCLUDING SALARIES) EXPENIITURE, 1980-1981—DIVISION OF PSYCHIATRIC SERVICES
Stale Commoen-
Propaortion weallh . i
{Community | (Community | Depart- Laaily Annual | Daily
Siale Medicing Medicine | memt of Average | Cost Per | Cost Per
Service Funded | Programme) | Frogramme) | Works Tosal  |Residency| Patkent | Patient
3 5 § 5 3 % 5
fier af the Direcrar 1,804,215 o 75 144] 1,594,359 ] 5
tlacludes Intelleciual Handicap
Services Beanch Head OfMice, some
Ceniral Assessment Clinic Salaries
and Mary Sareet Psychiatry
Clinigh=—
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Irrelieciual Mandicap—
Central Assessment Clnic oo eeecvevennns 249,150 240,150 498, 30 o
Toowoomba Regional Climic........ 75,266 15,266 150,532 .
Rockhampton Regional Clinie o 11,347 11,347 an 11654 e L e
Challinos Cenlre.. e 25300 uf i RA0IS| B.012321 3050 | 22,502 .68
Basil Seaffond Inmmn l'.tn-"-: ........... 5266278 ATATS] 5.30d4,083) 20260 | 24,040 | BE.3S
Community Villas .. i 1,444 679 14,943 1,460,622 2 | 29 | 5T
TR vooinivassns nssinsissansannnasss | 14,741,283 ] 335,783 135,763 136,833 15,549.622| 625.81 | 24,847 | 68.07
Case Equivalent of Long Service Leave.... 235,642 2,578 2,578 240,798
GRAMD TOTAL . oocenrrrrrranans F-H_I-IT,ZEE S592 GEY L5902 983 SSI?.MF“,H-U.ETE 3 MEA9 | 21,068 .73
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DIVISION OF ALCOHOL AND DRUG DEPENDENCE SERVICES

Director: Dr A. H. FREED, M.B., B.Ch., M.R.C.P.E., M.R.C.Psych, D.P.M., F.R.A.N.Z.P.
Deputy Director (Treatment): Dr F. B. BENSON, M.B., B.5., D.P.H. (to 4-1-81})

Acting Deputy Director (Treatment): Dr 1. R. CLARKE, M.B., B.S., B.M.Sc. (from 5-1-81)
Deputy Director (Prevention and Co-ordination): Mr L. P. LUMSDEN, M.A. (from 22-1-81)

This has been a productive year, This Service, utilizing
programme  managemeni via the  team-programme-goal-oriemed
appromch, takes advantage of overlapping knowledge bases thar are
COMMWOn 10 irediment, prevention, community development and
rehabilitation.

The Comsultative Commities has met monthly since October,
1980, and i providing valuable ndvice io this Service.

TREATMENT PROMGEAMME
**Hiala""

The Biala in-patient programme continues 10 function well with
4 491 primary comacts being made over the last 12 months, OF ihese,
1 784 were admined lor shart-term sobering-up and detoxification,
inchuding ward activities programmes and social assessmems.

The Biala oul-paticnl programime covers many areas—aia regular
counselling service, group therapy, coffee club, and supervision of our
patients at farms, in country arcas, inclading a significant input Mrom
wvoluniesrs,

Liaison with wvolunlary agencies condinues with  incrensed
understanding for bath groups. Regular megtings arc held in Biala by
Alcoholics Anonymous, Al-Anon, Alaieen and GROW. We fully
recognize the imponance of these groups in the patients’ {and their
families") long-term management of their problems.

The Teenage Programme offers assistance to subsiance abusers in
the umder-25 age group and their parents. This area is an expanding
one, with liaison with many owside groups, particulasly the
Education Depariment.

Dirug Dependence Clinke

The Drug Dependence Clinic is plaving a very aciive role in the
counselling and on-going management of people with drug
dependencies. 1t i panticularly involved with the Meahadone
Maintenance Programme. This vear saw ihe introduction of
procedures to allow new patkents 1o be more effectively assessed and
talerance levels 1o be more accurarely gauged.

The numbers of clients treated were comparable with 1979-50.

The bease of the premises ai 30 Herschel Street expired at ihe end
'Iglhil- financial year and new premises were occunied st 460 George

reel.

~ Wacol Rehabilitation Clinic

This caters for medium- and long-term residential treatment of
Paticnts recovering from the effects of abuse of addictive substances.
Length of vay is usually from 3-8 weeks, bui may be exiended 1o up

o 12 momths.

Variows forms of therapy are employed—they Inclisde
educational programmes invalving lectures, discussions and films;
activity. programmies involving occupational therapy and manual
work; and psychotherapy groups. Patienis are also encouraged 10
amtend socinl skills raining. Alcoholics Anonymous and GROW
Egelings.

Pavilion 4—Roval Brishane Hospital

This is & 2-week in-patient or out-patient faciliny with an active
Modlow-up period of 12 weeks. It aims 1o improve the patient®s life in
many arcas, e.g. physical health, job performance, family ineraction
‘and social functioning, Group sessions are the focal point of the
! Programms,

There has beem a close contact cstablished wilh employer
represeniatives, and employee advisors are encouraged 1o albend &l
iﬂ!-l 1wn sessioms with the patient and Pavilion 4 siafl members.
Relatives are also asked 1o anend. This helps csiablish concrete

communily suppon and acls as an informative and educational
Process akso.

muiily-based Programmes

There has been a marked expansion of services and referrals from

munily Healih Centres and Hospitals, and other social agencies.

L necessitates home visiis and counselling, and in some cases,
errals  for  admissions for  detoxification  and  coninuing

ditation. A total of Y90 client contacts have been made in the

unity.

Aboriginal Programmes

The service continues 1o work in conjunction with the Aboriginal
and Istander groups, panicularly ap *Jodare™ in Brisbane.

There is an on-going training programme for  Aboriginal
counsellors from different commundties all over Queendand. This
invalves a preliminary raining course which is consolidated lnter in
the year.

This Service’s team is frequently called upon by various
Aboriginal Communities 0 assess their needs and assist them in
setting wp their own programmes. This necessitates frequent visits 1o
these communities as programmes liave 1o be developed and modified
1 suit the specific neads of each community as most have no network
of suppont systcms. To date, the following areas have been visited by
membsers of the Aboriginal Project Team:—

Mount  Isa, Townsville, Chertairg,  Toowosdimba,
Rockhampion, St George, Mackay, Chariers Towers,
Woorabinda, Cairns, Cunnamulla, Quilpie, Charbeville,
Roma, Mormanton, Boulia, Lockhart River, Palm Island,
Mornington lsland, Thursday lstand, Weipa, Arakun,
Kowanyama.

PREVENTION

A range of prevention-related activities has been carried out by
this Service during the year. Many of these have been conducted by
staff other than those in the *prevention programme®, consistent
with the programme management philosophy.,

Preventbon Siralegy

During the period between the creation and filling of the position
of Deputy Director, Preventon and Co-ordination, on 22-1-81, o
review of prevention sirategies altempred in variouws pares of the world
was undertaken to provide backgrownd material and to build up
interest in prevention. This feport provided part of the basis of a
workshop conducted by 16 staff members for one week, where o
prevention strategy began o be developed.

The overall approach being adopred involved the recognition that
simple or singbe selations (0 drug- and alcohol-related problems do
not exist. Any choice of a social and technical system has a number aff
adverse consequences. most of which are predictable. Prevention
projocts with spocific, measurable amd antainable objectives (following
cstablished project management and evaluation rechniques) can be
devised 1o minimize many of thewe problems. However, il i
recognieed thal since problems are the uninfended consequences of the
wircio-techinical system adopied, they must mot be viewed in isalation.
The adoption of an alternative socio-dechnical system would mot avoid
prohlems in any way, but merely produce differenl ones. A problem-
solving approach was chosen recognizing, as a general principle, the
goodd will amnd social rey ibility of people and organizations
involved in begal alcohol and other drug activities, Five specific
prasjedts based on these principles have been devised by stalf and are ot
various stages of implementntion.

Employee Assistance Programmes

The Serviee has maintained close contact with Alcohol and Drug
Problems  Associntion of CQueensland in the development of
“Programme Restan®™ in Townsville, Deparimental support has been
provided to allow ‘“‘Programme Restart' w0 employ an Indusirial
Programme L o-ordinaior.

Continwed contact has been maintained with the Public Service
Board regarding the Emplovee Asuslance Service. A proposal
regarding the development of the Health Depariment’s programme
was submitted in March, 1981, While refermals 10 the Employee
Assistance Service have been made, considerable effort 15 vet reguired.
The assistance of Management Services Branch of the Department of
Healih in farthering the service has been appreciated.

Two officers of this Service participated in the Second
Occupational Drug and Aleohol Programmes Conference in Swdney
{27th=-XRh April, 1981) and actively contribated towards the develop-
meni of a standardired strategy for Australia.



Hoaral and Heghonal Drug Edscatbon Programme

Following the recognition of the resd o match information on
substance ise and abuse 1o the specific requirements of locations and
1o the available resources, fous cenires were selected. An inlegrative
approach was adopied where information and perceptions werc
exchanged and where further sieps in the education process were
based on specific and mutually agreed needs. Programmes werc
conducted in Cairns,  Blackwater, the Sunshine Coast, and
Charleville, Follow-up action encouraging local development was
made in each case. In the case of the Sunshing Coas, an officer
maintained frequent comact and suppor.

Prevention Lectapes and Addresses
In addition Lo regular public addresses given by the Drirecion,
aafi of the Service mainiain regular contacs with several groups of
people in training (vide ffre), and in all cases the tme available i
bricl; however, contact s valuable:—
Fourth Year Medical Students:
surses af the Roval Brisbane Hospital:
The Police Acadeny;
Army MO0, Promotion Courses;
Sehool of Catering—Coarparoa;
Appremiceship Scheme—
Mnin Eoads Depariment;
Telecom;
Railways;
5.E.Q.E.B.:
Ipswich Girammar School;
Kenmore S1ate High School.

seniinars
Seminars invelving a component of community developmicm and

prevention strategies were condusied with—

Bundaberg Community Groups;

Mackay Community Groups:

Brishane Guidance Officers;

Probation and  Parole—Drug  Clinic

Information);

Women's Refuge Coondinatons:

Social Security Field Safr;

Girl Gubdes (Brishane).

Journal Articks

A journal article was prepared on request for bocal employer
organization journals reinforcing A.D.P.ALD s work on Employee
Assistance Services and providing informidion abodl eeatment
ProOgranmiaes.,

An articke on Alcohol and Drug Dependence Services was
published in *'Connections™, the Journal of the MNew South Wals
Health Commissiomn,

(Flanning and

RESOURCE PROGRAMME
Informution and Education

Dhisphlays
Displays on various aspects of the work of the Service and
substance use and abuse generally were proseniod ai—
Chermside;
Woodridge:
King Greorge Squire;
Koval National Exhibition.

Photographic work for displays was done by members of the
Service sl
Ehber Activienes

Members of the siaff have makmained contact with the Aleohol
and Drug Programmes Section of the Education Depariment, Church
Telies, and other communily groups.

With the developmen of an extension of The Haven's (Salvation
Army] aclivities 1o the Sunshine Coast, mxrcasing support and
assissance has been given 1o facilitate the operations of the [wo
hostels, In addition, financial assistance has been rendered to two
hostels conducted by the %1, Viecent de Paul Society and a luniber
hostel i1 Townsville conducted by Trephina Hostels,

Community Developirient in Proviecial Areas

Communily Development has procecded in Townswville where
siafl have continued (o suppor the development of the **Programme
Restart”  consertium, Community  Health-based  oul-patient
treatmens, Community Agency Services and Afier-Care.

In Mackay, the Linison Officer has [acilitated developmemt of
signilicant inter-working between the Hospital and  Alcoholics
Anopymous, apd has participated in development of Hospital-based
client programmes and development sessions for Nurses and Medical
Registrars.

The Branch has continued fraining amd SWareness assstance 10
groups in Bundaberg and the near Nosth Coasi. The Bundaberg
Alcohol and Dreg Concern Group has progressed in development of
cliem programmes and Tacilities.
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Co-ordinatiow  ard  Presemiation of  Comenaily  Edvicainmg
Programmes

During the past six mondhs, there has been an increase in the
number of these programmes; approximately 10 such programmes afe
being presented each momh. A wider range of siaff are now being
involved in the presentation of communily programmes.

An increasing involvemeni with In-Service Training Programmes
have become evident, with Alcohol and Drug Dependence Services
staff from various disciplines  paniicipating.  Programmes  for
Community Health Murses, Aboriginal Healih Worker, Juvenile Aid
Brrreau O lieers and Prison Officers have made their stafl more aware
of the satare and extent of Alcohol and Drug Dependence Services.

Audio-visual rraining has been given to other stafl for wie n
prevention programmes in the community, Ope siall member
participates in group work with clients on a regular basis,

Requests for information on alcobol and other drug bssues
continug to be met. Approximately 50 000 pieces of literature have
Peen distributed in the last 12 months, with the two pamphileis most in
demand being the “*Biala Leafba® and **Do's and Dont’s—Tor those
who want 1o help a problem drinker™.

Five thousand copics of the booklet “*Management of Drug
Dependent Persons'” were mailed 1o every registered  medical
practitioner in the State. Many letters of appreciation were reccived
approving this publication.

LIBRARY

STATISTICS FOR YEAR ENDED 3TH JUNE, 1981,
COMPARED WITH FIGURES AS AT J0TH JUNE. 1580

Total Toaal
— ADDS IHS 1451 1980
Mo, of uiers of *Currem
Awareness Service’ ... 0 B8 138 100
Mo of articles disiributed 3323 679 | 1T | 4 5M
Inder-library loans soight 449 400 40 T34
BOSTOWIRES -oocvvcvnminnnnns 908 1 00 2002 1 304
Borrowings by oiher
[T e e e 235 116
Mumbser of books
catalogued ... oo 143 #07 1130 254
P SLATT KBTS enarenrrnres B 195 196

As may be seen from the above figures, and comparisons with the
1980 spalistics, ever-increasing wse is being made of the library at
Biala, both by Alcohol and Drug Dependence Services siafl and by
Intellectsal Handicap Services staff.

Whilst inter-library boans increased, the figures show that other
libsarics used our services more than double the number of times than
in the previous vear: this pays tribute 10 the ever-improving range of
our beoks and the interest in them by other libraries,

In-Service wraining of library staff from Biala and the other
ceitres administered by Imelleciual Handicap Services takes up
pegular nmeunts of the libragian’s lime, as do the Kbrary scrvices of
Basil Stafford Training Centre and Challinor Training Centre. All
book-ordering ix done through Alcobol and Drug
Sepvices Librarian, for all centres of Alcohol and Drug Dependence
Services and Imellectual Handicap Services, and reference work
occupees a greal desl of ime also.

PLANNING AND EVALUATION
Blackwater Projec
A literature search relating 1o social problems/alcobolisem./drag
abuse/obesity in developing mining fowns s under way, and 4
compater search has been arranged via the University of Queceniland
Library. There is on-going consultation with professionals in
Blackwater.
Planming of Kural amd Hegional Drug Awsrencss Frogramme
This invodved—
@} Awaremess semminars;
(b} lisison with odher agencies:
) wisiis o rural centres;
{dy daim analysis and preparation of PepoTis:
iz} sirategy development and documeniation.

Drug Dependence Clinic Planaing Project
This entzibed—
{a} Liternture review;
(b} Analysis of existing data;
{e) Three data collection exerciscs; |
(d)} Dara amalysis;
(¢} Consultation seminar:
() Preparation of major repor.
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DIVISION OF YOUTH WELFARE AND GUIDANCE

FULL-TIME PSYCHIATRIC SPECIALISTS
Senior  Medical Director: A. B. SHEARER, M.B., B.S.(Qld.), F.RAMNZC.P., M.R.C.P.(London),

M.R.C.Psych., D.P.M.(Qld.), F.R.ACM.A,
Regional Supervisor  (MNorth Queensland): P

TUCKER,

M.E., BS.. DPM. FRACGP.,

M.R.C.Psych.(London), M.R.A.N.Z.C.P,.—from 22nd January, 1981.

Medical Directors:

Brishane: J. P. FOLEY, M.B., B.S.(Qld.}, M.R.A.N.Z.C.P., D.P.M.(Qld.), Grad.Dip.Bus.Admin.Q.LT.
P. TUCKER. M.B.. B.S., D.P.M., F.R.A.C.G.P., M.R.C.Psych.(London), M.R.A.N.Z.C.P.—to

215t January, 1981,

CARY BREAKEY, M.B., B.S.(Monash), D.P.M.(QId.)

Toowosomba: Vacant

FULL-TIME PSYCHIATRIST
JANE BRADBEAR, M.B.Ch.B., D.C.H., M.R.C.Psych.

PART-TIME PSYCHIATRISTS
HELEN CONNELL, M.R.C.S.(Eng), L.R.C.P.(Lond), M.B., B.S.(Lond), D.C.H., R.C.P.(Lond), R.C.5.(Eng),

D.P.M.(Melb), F.R.ANZ.C.P.

RUTH GRANT, M.B.. B.S., M.R.A.N.Z.C.P.—Brisbane

MARION MORRIS, M.B., B.S.(Svd), M.R.AN.Z.C.P., D.P.M.(Qld.), D.C.H.(London)—Brisbane
IRENE PHILLIPS, M.B., B.S.(Qld.), M.R.A.N.Z.C.P., D.P.M.(Qld.)—Brisbane

ELIZABETH TAN. M.B.Ch.B.(Glasg.), D.P.M., R.C.P. R.C.5.(England), M.R.A.N.Z.C.P.—Toowoomba
NEVILLE O'CONMOR, M.B., B.5., D.P.M.(QId.)—Toowoomba

GEORGE CROSSE, M.B., B.S.Madras, M.R.C.Psych.—Townsville (resigned 17th September, 19800
JIEANETTE BEST, M.B., B.5.(0Qld.), M.Sc.(London), M.R.C.Psvch, D.P.AM.(QId.)—Townsville
RAYMOND KERR, M.B., B.5., D.P.M.0QId.), M.R.AMN.Z.C.P.—Brishane

PART-TIME PAEDIATRICIAN
GRANTLEY STABLE, M.B., B.S.(Qld.), D.C.H., R.C.F.(London), R.C.5.(Eng.)

PART-TIME NEUROPHYSICIAN
PETER MANN, M.B., B.5.(Qld.), F.R.A.C.P., M.R.C.F.

The Division of Youth Wellare and Guidance provides services
wilhin the specialty area of child and adolescent psychistry to children
and voung people with a variety of emotional behaviour and
developmenial disorders. Family interaciions and relatbionships are
increasingly recognized as viially important in the genesis and con-
tinuation of disorders in this age group and hence, involving the
family in teeatment is an importan part of the therapeutic approach.
Equally imponant is the application of principles in the ficld of
developmental psychology which i 80 vital 1o the understanding of
the symmoms of disorders.

Aost surveys have confirmed that approximately 10 per cent of
the child and adoleseent population could Benefit from the advice and
help of the clinics” professional workers, and aboui six per cent of
children and adolescents have a more severe disorder which, if
untreated, is likely to impair functioning in the community and the
home 10 a very significant extent.

Each of the Division's clinics consist of a ream of professional
workers. and a full complement consists of Consuliant Psychiatrist,
Medical Officer or Registrar, Psychologist, Social Weorker, Child
CGuidance Therapist, Murse and, at some clinics, a Speech Therapist.

For exch professional worker there are a number of roles for
which they are specifically traimed and have spocial expertise, but there
are aluo a number of functions in the clinics which can be shared,
giving a certain Mexibility of robe structure which is a feature of mult-
disciplinary teams in present-day medbne.

The Pavehiatrist is recognized as the 1eam leader, and the clinic
case conference is a vitally imponant pan of the decision-making and
iherapeutic process. This is based on thorough investigations with
carefial history-laking, observations, inlervicws and examinations,
which can be with the individual child or adobescen, and in the fambly
selling.

Approsimately half of the cases referred 10 the clinic come
theough the suggestion or direct referral of doctors, social workers,
teachers or guidanee officers, but many cases are referred through the
parents who often hear of the clinic®s work from friends, neighbours
or relatives.

The clinics work in close collaboration with gengral practitioners,
paediatricians, educators and others in the wreatment of disturbed
children and their families. The Instinue of Child Guidanee in Rogers
Sirect has a specially close relationship with the Royal Children's
Haspital.

Serviges supplied by (he Division are a1 present lognied in
Brishane, Ipswich, Rodeliffe, Toowoomba and Townsville, Pre-
liminary architect plans have been prepared for a Clinic a the Gold
Coasi.

The Division has community child and adolesceni guidande
clinics in the metropolitan arcas of Ashgrove, Enoggera, Greenslopes,
Inala, Indooroopilly, Nundah and Yeronga. [n the greater Brishame
arca, there are clinics at Redeliffe, Ipswich and Woodridge.

The lostiute of Chikd Guidance at Rogers Street has both &
children's and adoleteent's deparnment and also provides consubtation
services to the Royal Childeen's Hospital. All of the metropolitan and
greater Brishane clinics are important training conires for child
pivehiatrists and allied disciplines.

A new booklet selting out what the clinics do, and the aims and
philosophy behind their work will shortly be printed.

LIAISON BETWEEN HOSPITAL AND COMMUNITY
SERVICES
Children in hospital, particularly those suffering from chronic
disease and dizability, or those having intensive or unpleasant courses
of treatiment, may develop quite severe emational problems which can
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benefit considerably from the advice and help of the Child
Paychiatrist and members of the team.

Asowell, many conditions in pasdinirics may carry the risk of
concurrent or subsequent imporiant emaotional disturbances, or the
child's personality, characteristics, behaviour and atthuwdes may be
imporiant in their co-operalion in the carrving out of treatment .

In addition, children who attend Child Guidance Clinies may be
found 1o have or be suspecied of having medical disorders which
require proper investigation through hospital services. A small, bt
significant proportion of cases seen in the community clinies wall
require hospitalization in the Child Psychiatric Lnit al the hospial,

Dr Shearer and Dr Breakey are Visiling Consubiants to the Roval
Children's Hospital. Two therapists from 1he Instise of Child
Giuidames, Rogers Street, visil Turser Ward and the Oncology Clinie
1o treat children and adolbescents with emational problems relaied 1o
varying types of malignant disease.

The Institute of Child Guikdance gives priofity in appoiniments
for children referred from the Boval Children's Hospital. The Rogers
Street Clinic for younger children has a special interest in the diagnosis
and treatment of neuropsychiniric disorders,

Dr Perce Tucker acts as Visiting Consultam Child Psychiatrisa 1o
the Townsville Base Hosphal, where he provides consultation and
laizon services for the Depanment of Paesdiairics,

The introduction of the Child Abuse Legislation kas resulied in
choser linison between the commaunity climics on the one hand, and the
Chikdren®s Hospital and Depanment of Children®s Services on the
other, Dr Beverley Ledez, pan-time Medical Officer in Toowoomba,
has been partbeularly interested in the psvehiatric and developmental
aspects of abused children in the Toowasomba area.

COMMUNITY CHILID GUIDANCE CLINICS

Each community clinie serves a cluster of suburbs and has a saff
of seven or eight. The buildings are converted from ordinary houses
and have proved quite suitable for the purpose.

The suburban child and adolescem guidance clinics prove
cxtremely popular with the pubdic because of their easy aceessibility 1o
the community, and their ebendly and informal atmosphere. They
provide excellent opportunily for liaison with schoals, pre-schoals and
communily services and agencies. They also provide the opporiunity
for positive communily menial healith preventive work fo be done by
the divisional professional staff in the area. This can take the form of
talks, discussions, parcnt education groups. and visits by Medical
Officer o7 Child Pavchiairise.

Each af the clinics provides services for children amd vounger
adolescents. The Ipswich Clinic was officially opened on 23nd
October, 1950,

SERVICES TO THE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT AND To
SCHOOLS

- Liaison between schools and the clinics has been of great help and
* benefit in the restment and management of behaviour and emotional
-disorders in children and adolescenis,

The clinics receive direct requests for help from weachers, with the
permission and support of the parents, and many cases are alio
referred through the Guidance and Special Education Branch and
from private schools. More-seriously disturbed children attending the
- Tennyson Special School have mosily been nssessed by staff from our
chinic under the supervision of Dr Irene Phillips.
 The Division will be represented on an inter-departmental
E!nﬂmhlu 1w look @l the resources and necds for emotionally
i‘ﬁm:bud children in Queensland schools.

_ Close liaison exisls betwesn the clinics and the Sate Pre-schools,
- and special pre-schools. A significam number of
children attending State special schools are assessed and treated at the
o 's climics,
I LIAISON WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF CHILIDREN"S
| SERVICES
-t~ Children and adolescents admitted through the Children®s Court
¥ Wilson Youth Hospital, may present with a variety of disorders.
These inchude minimally brain-damaged children (relating 1o such
causes as birnth wrauma, past brain infections. head injury and
bemparal lobe epilepsy): atention-deficit disorders, including hyper-
ictivily, percepiual and motor problems, and psychological reactions
0 physical disorders, e.g. asthma, diabetes, and disabilities.
| Psychodogical  disorder may be associated with wnresolved
‘Emational conflicis within the child, relating io their rale and relation-
Ships in the family. and these may take the form of anti-30cial acting-

Oceasionally psychotic children are seen, and modernie (o severe
Megrees of depression are nol unknown.

~ Professional staff under the direction of Dr J. Foley provide
diietsment for coun reports and treatment programmes for residents
il Wilson Youth Hospital, in addition 10 limited out-patien facilities.

THE ELECTROESNCEPHALOGRAPHY SECTION

The Division recently purchased a new machine which is housed
ol the Institute of Child Guidance, Rogers Street. The old machine
when repaired will be installed at Wilson Youth Hospital.

There is a significantly high incidense of abnormal tracings in
children attending the clinics. The results may be paricularly helpful
in dealing with problems sech as aggressive behaviour, imelleciual
retardation. epilepsy and children with brain damage from a variety of
CiESES.

The number of E.E.G. iracings done during the vear was 731, of
which 34% were estimated as abnormal. Some E.E.G. examinations
are done at the request of the Mary Street Adult Pavehiatrse Clinie.

REGISTRAR THAINING

Pamicipation of the Division in ithe Rotatonal Training
Programme in Psychiatry commenced in Tlanwary, 1980, Each vear the
Davision takes lwa registrars (or 12 months and four registrars for six
monthi each, the other six months being spent with the Davisson of
Paychiatric Services,

Although participation im this schemie has put considerable sirain
on training and accommodatkon resources, 1he registrar’s presence has
been welcomed by the siaff, and they have made a very significan
coniritution 1o the work of the clinics, They have appreciated par-
ticularly the opporiuniiy (o work within a multi-disciplinary team, the
natare o the communiny clinics favouring case of commurication and
consubtation with other staff.

SERVICES TO ADDLESCENTS

The impartance af the community clinics in providing help for
adolescents and thar families has grown in recent vears. The Rogers
Sireet Adolescent Clinic is still the main centre, but a sigaificant
nember of cases seen al olber cindcs afe in the voung adolescent
TN

Most adolescents can be managsd on an out-patient basis, but
thiere are a significant number who réquiee in-patient treatmsm.

THE GROWMTH OF IMPORTANCE OF FAMILY-CENTRED
TREATMENTS

Formal family therapy, and wreaiments involving participation of
family members and family meetings, are becoming a highly
significant part of the managemen? of emotional and behavior
disorders in boah children and adolescents.

Professional stalf are gaining experience with these forms of
freaiment as more of our cenires employ them as options of
TRANAEEMEn.

INSERVICE TRAINING FOR PROFESSIDNAL STAFF

The Division provides a wide variety of opportunities for in-
service trauming for the various professions, incleding a comprehensive
series of seminars in child and adolescent psychiatry. The importance
of a sound kpowledge of developmemal psychology has been
recogrized in the Division for many vears, and seminars in this subject
o ew medical offfoers and registrars have been arranged.

A series of seminars in forensic psychiatry related to juvenile
delinquency is conducted ai Wilson Youith Hospital organized by Dr
Foley, and a very active journal cheb meeis regulagly ai Rogers Street,

A library commitice has been formed 1o foster development and
maximal wse of the library facilities, and this meets monthly following
the meeting of Directors of the clinies.

PREVENTIVE MENTAL HEALTH

The Davision recognizes Lthe greal imponance of a proventive
approach in clinkcal seminars. Some of the more imponant aspects
I =—

1. Eady Dtection and Treatment of Cases

Primary school children and. more recently. high school children
are surveyved by the Schoo! Health Services, who fNind cases of
emaional and behaviournl disturbance, and with the permission and
co-operation of the parents are referred to the clinics,

Staff (rom our clinies visit pre-schools and kinderganens al the
request of Darectors Tor the purpose of ideniilving children in which
early intervention and help with their problems is lkely to be of great
benefit.

X Prevenlion of Helapse

There are some children and families who require long-term
supervision, and this supervision and accompanying support often
provents them from suffering relapse or deterioration with mone
sevene consoquences. Such a programme may alse help prevend
difficubies in other children of the family.
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1, Help for Parenis in Education for Parenihoad

Professional staff from the dinics are active in giving talks and
arranging seminars and discussion groups, for groups of parents and
other organizations in the commumnity. Panem discussion graups have
been organiasd with considerable success at a number of our clinics.

THE MESNTAL HEALTH STATISTICS PROGRAMME

The Division joined this programme in 1980, coinciding with the
adopiion of new clinical records and the use of the DY classi-
leation system.

The tabulsted results Trom this sysiem are nod yed available, and
the list of mew cases seen ai the variows clinics abulated below are
abiained from different sources, so that there may be some variation
with the computer figures 10 be released laier.

TABLE LXXXYII
DIVISION OF YOUTH WELFARE AND GUIDANCE
NUMBER OF NEW CASES REGISTERED FOR THE
FINANCIAL YEAR 1980-8]

Chinie Mew Cases

Institute of Child Luularlae-—Splmg Hill .. L]
Wilson Youth Hospital .. 178
Ashgrove Child i.ru:ll-arluc Llll'lbt IT8H
Enoggera Child Guidance Clinke . 265
Mundah Child Guidamee TR oo immmammmmimmnn 201
Indooroopilly Chibd Cubdance CHRAK ..o 8%
Cireciidlopes Child Guidance Clinis... 20
Yeronga Child Guidamee Clinie .. 223
Inala Child Guidance Clinle .. e 202
Woadridge Child 'Lmrd.anct{.tlmc 313
Redchiffe Child Guidance Clinke. .. - 244
Tww-.mmbaChildﬂuidanwﬂlinic.... 5%
Townsville Institute of Child Guidance. ....ooevervveianees 350
Ipswich Child Guidance CHRIC ...vvevie viasneemrenimnisianens 174

g [ [ 3 908

SERVICES TO CHILDHREN, ADGLESCENTS, AND FAMILIES
OUTSIDE THE METROPOLITAN AREA

A joint submission by the Division and (he Depaniment of Child
Health, concerning the development of visiting servioes by consultant
child psychiatrist and paychologist 1o country arcas, should be
implemented in the near fuiure.

Al present, special facilities are offered for families from remots
areds to be assesacd al our Rogers Street clinic, or at Townsville and
Toowoomba clinkcs, aml where in-patient aSScssment is pecessary.
sdmission can be arranged 10 Courier Ward a1 the Royal Children’s
Hospital, where Hmited accommodation for parents is available at
Leonard Lodge.

Alihough these facilities have proved heipful, assessmemt of
children in their own environment and the opporiunity 1o talk o
school teachers and relatives are of greal value in understanding the
problems of the child or adolescent, and there is alio the opporiunity
o work oul managemen! programmes which can be implemented
bocally and reviewed on fonher visiis later.

STAFF CHANGES IN 1980-81

Following the resignation of Dr Crosse a5 Acting Part-time
Specialist ar Townsville, Dy Tucker took up appoiniment as Regional
Supervisor carly in 1981, At the same time, he compleied requirements
for his accreditation as Child Psychiatrist by the Royal Australian and
Mew Zealand College of Peychiatrises, This is an extra qualification to
the membership, which is awarded after successful completion of an
approved in-service training programme, and Dr Tucker is the third
Oueenslander 10 gain this award, Dr Tucker's place as Medical
Director in Brishane was taken by Dr Breakey.

D Bradbear, on registration as a specialist, became Director of
the Adolescent Clinic at Rogers Sireet, Alithough Dr 0'Connds wias
appaoinied Medical Director in Toowsombna, he was unfortunately
unable 10 take up the position and it remains vacant.

CLINICAL PLACEMENTS FOR UNIVERSITY
UNDERGRADUATES
By arrangement with the appropriate department of the
University of Queensland, undergradusies in Social Work,
Paychology, Oecupational Thesapy and Speech Therapy are placed in
various clinics for supervised training. The Division also arranges for
visils by medical students in their clinical years.
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DIVISION OF DENTAL SERVICES

Director of Dental Services: G, R, McKELVEY, B.D.Sc.(Qld), F.1.C.D.
Deputy Director of Dental Services: R, G. BLAKE, B.D.Sc.(QId).

INTRODUCTION
The involvement of the Divison of Dental Services is described
under three headings, namely—
(A} Cueensland (Hospital Based) Dental Clinic Service;
{B) School Dental Therapists Training Scheme;
(C) Queeniland School Dental Service,

(A} QUEENSLAND (HOSPITAL-BASED) DENTAL CLINIC

SERVICE
Dentel Hospirels and Dental Clinies—
L T e e L R e B e U S 5
Base Dendal Clinkcs llnch.ldqni: 3 attached 1o Dental
Haospitals)... SCEaiD
Chher Dental C|i|‘l|ﬁ ............... a7
Service provided by Privite Dentists in their own surgenes.. 2
128
INENTAL STAFF
Approved establishment {Dentisis)—Queensland Denial Hospitals
and Dental Clinics
MNorek Brishane Hospirals Board—

Brisbane Dental Hospital and Sandgate Dental Clinie ... 33

Children’s Deatal Hospital ......ooooriromsrmremsmrrsss s 12
Sourh Brishane Hospitels Board—

South Brisbane Denal Hospital, Wynnum Demal Clinic,

e Dnm PO e U R
Qureen Elizabeth I Jubilee Haspitals Bogrd—

Crueen Elizabeth 11 Jubilee Hospital Demial Clinic..oe,, 4
Walsron Park Special Hospial, including Challinor Cenree ... o
Country Detal Clinics

LT T e e T T PR T 87

L "

Pan-time Consultant Specialists 9

Prrivate Dentist providing demal services in his own surgery

0 T e e S e R e o _2
Full-time 160
Part-time 16
Approved establishment (Dental Techniciansh—ueensland Dental
Hospitals and Dental Clinics
North Brizbane Hospirsls Board—

Brisbance Dental Hospltal.. ..o meenicisinnione 28

Children’s Dental Hospital 4

BANAgaIe DMl CENIC. ... oeiveieecsnmsnreseseranseninsnssrnssies 2
South Brishane Hospiials Bogrd—

South Brishane Dental Hosplual ..o 12

Wynnum Dental Clindc and Inala Dental Clinke..cooooviiiine 3
Quieen Elizaberh 1T Jubilee Hospitals Bowrd—

Queen Elizabeih 11 Jubilee Hospital Bental Clinic............. +
Cowntry Denral Clinies—

Part-time -z

Full-time 133
Part-time 2
Approved establishment (Dental Assistantsi—Quweenstand Demal
Hospitals and Dental Clinics (including Dbenial Sisters)
North Brishane Hospitals Board—

Brishane Demal Hosphal. ...oocvimmmmmmsmsms s s s 24

Children's Dental Hm.pl!aj 1E

Sandgate Dental Clinic. .. 2

Maxillo-Facial Unat . .. I
Sourh Briskane Hospitals Hmrﬂ‘-

South Brisbane Dental Hospital ..o 13

Wynnum Dental Clinic and Inala Dental Clinic................ 4
Cueen Elizabetk 11 Jubilee Hospitals Board—

Crueen Elizabeth 11 Jubilee Hospital Dental Clinkc............ 4
Country Dertal Climics—

Full-time .. i Bl

Pari-lime,, _

Full-iime 140
Par-time 27

Sature of the Service

The Hospital-Based Dental Clinic Service in Queensland provides
a comprehensive general praclitioner service o thoswe persons whose
economic circumslances make it difficult for them 1o ohaain privae
dental care and for those, af all income levels, living in areas where no
privaie denial praciice exisis.

The Service extends 1o the prowision of certain specialist services
@l Dental Hospilals and a1 a number af larger base Dental Clinics, For
example, Mull-lime orthodontic positions exist al the three metro-
paditan Dental Hospitals, while pan-time consultant onhodontises ane
included im the establishments of the Bundaberg, Cairns, Gwmple,
Ipswich, Mackay. Rockhampion, Southpori, Toowoomba and
Townsville Dental Clinics.

Geographical Spread af the Dental Clinic Service

The accompanying map illusiraies the geographical spread of the
various clinics and demonsirates the relationship between Base and
Subsidiary Clindcs.

Areas withoui private dental practitioners are ako shown on the
map.

A larnher extension of private practice hai occurred during the
year in couniry areas [or example to argas east of Mount lsa 1o
Hughenden and north of Mount L to Normanton. Private dental
practice has abio returned 1o Moura and Mouwnt Morgan.

IMPROYVEMENTS AND EXTENSIONS TO THE DENTAL
CLINIC SERVICE

Actual and Proposed during 1980-81

Improvements, including the replacement of major items of
dennal equipment, were made within a aumber of Dental Chnics
during the year.

The following is a summary of the more significant building
projects in progress or planned:—

Bouelia.—The construction of a new Hospital which will inclisde a
singbe-surgery Dental Clinic is continuing. The projecl ks due for
complelion in Augail, 1981,

Bowen.—The re-development of the Hospital which includes &
Dental Clinke is at a stage where working drawings and specifications
are being prepared.

Bundeferg. —5ketch plans have been prepared for the re-
development of the Hespital which will include a Dental Clinkc.

Catmemdre.—A planning team has been formed 1o discuss the re-
development of the Caloundra Hospital, the upgrading of existing
services, ele., plus the provision of sdditional accommodation. This
project will include a twioesurgery Dental Clinic,

Cokiroviwn. —Sketch plans have been prepared for a new Hospiral
which will include a single-surgery Dental Clinic.

Crovdon.—The construction of a mew Ouipatients Cenire
including a single-surgery Dental Clinic has recently been completed.

Cunmamulia.—Construction s proceeding for a new Hospital
included in which is a two-surgery Dental Clinic.

Jordowre, = A ténder has been accepted for certmin works af
Jandowne Hospital including provision of a new Dental Clic.

Mungindi, —Approval has been given for the Hosparals Boand o
call tenders for a new Hospital a1 Munginds subject to the availabiliy
of finance, The project will include a single-surgery Dental Clinic.

Mormemhon. —Dental facilities are included in the new Hospital
project, and working deawings and specifications for this project are
being prepared.

Thursday Istand. —A& new two-surgery Dental Clinic to serve the
Thursday lsland Hospitals Board and the School Dental Service is
proposed, Funding for the project is presently being considersd.,

Toowoomba. —A Tunctionnl brief is under consideration by the
Hospitals Board covering the Services Block which will include Dienial
Clinic facilities.
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TABLE LXXXVIN
STATISTICS=OLEENSLAND DENTAL HOSFITALS AND
19&0-81

CLINICS

Affendancet—
Adulis
Shool Children
Pre-School Chikdren

. 371 161
B 917

9 K70

a1 MR RS 476 943
T'ceth Extracted o B 234
Hestoralions ., £ . Ik 976
Iyl 1 - J R R 12 080
Denitures REpaired ..c. .. coniiusinsanssnsssniasanns bk e L Y

(B SCHOOL DENTAL THERAPISTS TRAINING SCHEME
Principal Dental Officer (Trainingk: P. C. Comiskey, B.ID.Sc. (Qld},
F.REACDS,
Principal, School Deatal Therapisis Training Cenire (Brisbanc): G. E.
Grundy, B.D.Sc.(Qid), F.RACDS,
Principal, School Denial Therapists Training Centre (Townsville):
R. J. Pyle, B.D.Sc((Qld).
Sendor Tutor Dental Officers:
- L. F. Bourke, M.[.ScQld)
P. A. Defieros, B, DS (Qkd)y
.1 K. Mackenrie, B.D Se (Cld) funti] 180 Aagust, 1580}

L. H. MeAllan, B.DScCidy, M.Sc{Pacdodontics, Liniv. of
London)
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R. G. B. Smith, B.D.Sc{00d) Geebung Primary School

P. F. Wood, B.D.Sc.{Durham), D.D.P.H.(London) Crrowely _Frimar_-.- School

A total of 49 School Dental Therapiss completed the course in Inala Primary Schoal
Adarch, 1981, and a further 1wo successTully completed supplementary Inala W ':“".P"’“?’T School
requirements in June, 1981, Indooroopilly Primary School

Jindalee Primary Schoaol
Macgregor Primary School
Manly West Primary School
Mitchelton Primary School
Mormingskide Primary School
Mount Gravann East Primary Schoael
Mashville Primary Schoal
Mudgee Primary Schood
. Nundah Primary School
have ::';I'I -:nml[th;:ll:allw Bngb:n: Centre an behalf of the Marthern Cur Lady of the Angels Convent School, Wavell Heights
- Our Lady of Lourdes Convent School, Sunnybank
The co-operation of becturers from other Depanments amnd Insti- Richlands East Primary School
tations  amd other Divisions of the Department of Health i 3

First-year student enrolments at 30-6.8] —

Rochedale Primary School

uﬂ:mhd;ud - Ly X 3 Runcorn Primary School

Training Staff participated in an Oriepation Programme for . Marks Convent School. Inala
Fickd Dental Officers during January, 1981. The co-operation of Mr S, Williams Convenl School, Grovely
5. Bans and Mr R. Gray of the Management Services Branch is Sandgate Frimary School
acknowledged in contributing to the success of this programme. Serviceton Primary School

Chrganized visits were made by Siudents of both the Brishane and Serviceton South Primary Schoal
Townsville Cenires to various other Institutions concerned with the The Gap Frimary Schoal
welfare of children. Virginia Frimary School

The Annual Open Day was condicted a1 both the Brishane and Wynnum Primary School
Townsville Centres on 3rd September, 1980, Wynnum Mosth Primary School

Among other recruliment activitles Training Centre siaff Bundahe
participated in the “'Careers Market' organized by the Guidance and E:m;:bc Wit Priciary S0l
Specinl Education Branch of the Northern Region of the Education g :._'-’. 5 S;:';;-" =
Department and held in Townsville, and contributed 1o the Queens- Walkervale Pritaary Sehool
land Ciovernmeni Display by providing photographs and information
regarding the Careers of School Dental Therapy and Denial Assisiing. Cabooliure

Dr (Dent) Bruce Reidel, Principal of the School of Densal Cabooltire Primary School
Therapy, Hobari, was the External Examiner for 1981, As well as the
direct benefits derived from Dr Reidel’s participation as Extermal -
Examimer, the opponunity for inerchange of thought and ideas with Balaclava Primary School
a Senpar Offioer from an interstate Training Centre was undoubiedly Cairns Morth Primary Schaol
beneficial 1o the Staff of the Queensland Training Centres, Cairns West Primary School

Edge Hill Primary School

{C) QUEENSLAND SCHOOL DENTAL SERVICES (FIELD P arranmiiis Filunisy Schotl

SERVICES)
Principal  Dental Officer  (Field Servicesk: W.T. Videroni.  chareville
B.D.5e () : i Charleville Primary School
Preventive Rescarch  and  Planning  Officer: T.  MeEniery,
B.D.5c.(Q1d) Charbers Towers.

Orthodontist: R. 5. Greenhill, M.D.Sc.((4d)

Regional Dental Officer (Morihernk: G. 5. Sternberg, B.D Sc.(01d)
Regional Dental Officer (Centrall: A. G, Purcell. B.D.5c.(00d)
Regional Demial  Officer (Southern): W. H.  Eberhardi, Dralby

Charvers Towers Primary School

B.D S (Qld)—absent on study leave Dalby Primary School
Dental Officers (approved establishment) ..., 56
School Dental Therapisis (approved establishment .o 6T Gladstone
Dental Assistants (approved establishmenid ... ol ] Gladstone South Primary School
Further expansion of the Service occurred during the year in Ciladstone West Primary School
accordance with policy which aims 1o offer regular routine dental
trcatment 1o all Primary School children throughout Queensiand. Gold Coast
Static School clinics have now been established in many arcas of Benowa Primary School
the State as shown in Table below. Biggera Waters Primary School

Broadbeach Primary School
Rurbeigh Heads Primary School

TABLE _LHH:HIK Currumbin Primary School
LOCATION OF STATIC CLINICS Guardian Angels Convent School, Scuthpor
Labrador Primary School
:l Musgrave Hill Primary School
Ayr East Primary School Southporn Primary School
Beaudeser Ingham
Beaudesert Primary School ingham Primary School
|
& Tpswich
Beenleigh Primary School Rrassall Primary School
Bundamba Primary School
1 Bawen " Goodna Primary School
& Bowen Primary School Ipswich East Primary School
Ipswich Monh Primary School
Brishane ;
- : Leschhardi Primary School
Acacia Ridge Primary School Raceview Primary School
""Wlt'!" Primary School 1. Marys Convent School, Ipswich
Aspley East Primary Sthool Sacred Heart Convent School, Booval
Boandall Primary School Silkstone Primary School

Bracken Ridge Primary School
gmp Hill Primary School v
npon Hill Pri School EL]
Carole I"l:k P;r;rr::: schh:; Mackay MNorih Primary School
Eight Mile Plains Primary Schoal Victogia Park Primary School



Mlmrechn
Sarecka Primary Schoal

Maryborough
Marvborough Central Primary School
Marvborough West Primary School

St lsa
Barkly Highway Primary School
Happy Valley Primary School
Sunset Primary School
Townview Primary School

Fime Kivers
Albany Creek Primary School
Ferny Hills Primsary School
Kallangur Primary School
Lawnton Primary School
Sirathpine Primary School

Froserpine
Proserpine Primary School

Redelilfe Peainsula
Clontari Beach Primary School
Humpybong Primary School
Kippa-Ring Primary School
5. Bernadeiies Convent School, Scarborough
Scarborough Primary School

Hedlamds
Alexandra Hills Primary Schaool
Barkdale Primary Schoal
Capalaba Primary Schoal
Cleveland Primary School

Hocklamplaon
Allensiown Primary School
Berserker Street Primary School
Frenchyille Primary School
Park Avenue Primary School

Homa
Roma Primary School

Skacks Creek
Slacks Creek Primary School

springwood
Springwood Road Primary School

Sunshine Cossd
Caloundra Primary School
Maroochvdore Primary School
Nambour Primary School

T ha
Harlaxton Primary School
Rangeville Primary School
Toowoomba Eaul Primary School
Toowoomba Morth Primary Schoal

Townsyille
Townsville Central Primary School
Hermit Park Primary School
Wulguru Primary School

Wide Bay
Pialba Primary School

Wosnalrid ge/ Kingston
Harris Ficlds Primary School
Kingston Primary School
Wielridge Primary Schood
Wondridge Morih Primary School

Yepponn
Yeppoon Prmary School

Maobile Denial Clinkes are playing a vital rale in the extension of
the service to smaller schools without aceess to static clinics. Seventy-
three maobile clinics were in operation an the elose of the financial year
and a decision had been made 10 construct an additional 20 two-
surgery Mobile Clinics which are expected 10 be operational by the end
of the calendar year 1981,

The operation of modern demal facilities in Mobile Dental
Clinies normally demands 8 comsiderable deaw of electric power,
requiring special power outlets as well as other Tacilities at schools 1o
be visited. These facilities are being progresively provided in schooks
throughout the Siate.

A maodified Mobile Clinic has been developed which is able 1o
operile for limited periods without the full eleciric power and other
facilities normally reguired. As these modified Mobile Clinics become
available, treatment of the many country schools with very small
enrolments it being Mcilitated.

Special efforrs have been direcied towards the rearment of
handicappsd children. Treatment has now been offered 1o almost all
schools catering for children of Primary School age in this calegory.
Full coverage will be achieved before the end of this calendar vear.

In providing this care, the special problems and needs of these
proups have been recognizad.

Thus, while Mobble Clinics have been cutstandingly successful in
most instanees, problems have been encountered in their use in some
institutions for the disabled. The restricted door openings and height
fiom ground level have created problems for some patiems. In
keeping with the spirit of breaking down the barriers for those unable
to profit from conventional systems, the Division has set up, where
indicated, lemporary surgeries within the pardcualar institations.
Standard dental chairs and portable operaling equipment have been
st up in a convenlent location in the insthiations for the duration of
treatment.

In this way, substantial progress has been made in delivery of care
to such institutions as “*Halwyn®, the cemtre for the severely disabled
il Red Hill, and the Spastic Centre ai Mew Farm, Al the same time,
apecial effiorts have been made 1o improve oral hygiene amongst
patienis in these centres. Oral hygiene devices have been supplied and
instifution staff members instructed in their wse. The Division of
Dental Services has been impressed by the high standird of oral health
achieved for patients by the dedicated stafl of these instilutions, 1t wis
a pleasing and encouraging finding of the dental examinations and a
testimany 1o the devetion to total patient care shawn by the siaff
members invodved.

I similar vein, it should be noted that the majority of 14-year-
olds under treatment by the School Dental Service are to be founsd in
special schools or in institutsons far Jpﬂﬁﬁt 'I'Ilﬂ:li.:'.l;pl. It 15 therefare
gratifying and particularly appropriate in this year of the dizabled, 10
recond a significant improvement in dental decay experience of this
age group in Queenstand in 1980. A DMF of 6.44 for Queensland
ld-year-olds was reconded in the 1980 Evaluarion Swudy resialis and
this i superbor 1o the level of decay which was recorded in the Sydney
peneral population of that age during the International Collaborative
study. It was described then by the Demal Director of the World
Health Organization, Dr David Barmes, 85 an imporant preventive
achicvement.

Preventive Dentisiey and Evaluation

With five years" examinaion results now available from the
Evaluation Study, it can be stated with confidence that there i an
calablishied trend of improving ofal health in Queensland children.
Details are shown in Tables | and 2. In 1979, Queensland |2-year-olds
with a DMF index (average numiber of decaved, missing or filled veeth)
of 4.12 moved from the World Health Organizations elassification of
high caries experience inte the moderate category. The 1980 resulis,
12-year-obds with a DMF of 385, reinforee this contnuing improve-
ment. To put this figure in correct perspective, it should be noted tha
the Townsville survey of 1975 found thar 12-year-old lifetime nesidents
of ithat city had a DMF of 4.0,

Those children would kave enjoyed the benefits of Muoridation
for 10 of their 12 years, For all Queensland children of this age in 1980
to be below the Towniville 1975 index figure 15 indeed a wery
satisfactory situation in a largely non-Muoridated State.

Within the [Nvision of Dental Services, a ipecific goal in carics
peevenlion has boen st for the end of the decade. By 1990, ihe
Division aims 1o peach the World Health Organiration”s low classi-
fication of caries experience. The wppser limit of this classification is
set at 2.5 DMF at age 12, and the Cueensland goal s o DMF of 2.4
with the appropriate index scores for ages below 12, Intermediane
poals of 570 in 1932 and 3. 00 in 1985 are necessary singes (o achieve
this end-ol-decade bevel. If the 1990 goal is achieved, the Australian
national goal of a 12-year DMF of 2 for the year 2000 should be within
reach.

Clearly, the most serious problem affecting the workload of the
School Dental Service i caries in the deciduowt dentition. While the
deciduous indices have continued 1o fall, a considerable number of
deciduous teeth still require restoration in the children examined for
the firse time in Grade 1.

An educational campaign directed 1o expectant mothers and
mothers of pre-school children suggests isell as a high priority

requirement. A start in this direction has been made by the referral, 10

this Division, by the Division of Maternal and Child Health, of the
lamer Division's bookler “‘Growing™ with a view 1o rewriting the
dental segment of that publication. It s hoped thar additional

activitees along these lings will in the course of time lead to a more

rapid improvemend in the dental staie of children entering Grade 1.
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DIVISION OF GERIATRICS

Director: (Position Vacant)

Acting Director: M. CHEONG, M.B., B.5.(QId.), M.R.C.P.(Edin.)

Senior Social Worker: L. W. VAN DER EST, B.A ., A .Ed.,

B.Soc. WE.(QId.)

Senior Public Health Nurse: T. PERRETT, S.R.N., B.Soc.Sc., B.A.(Hons.) (1o 17-9-80)

Home Care Programmes for the aged continee (o be delivered as
parn of the Community Health Programme in Queesnsland, with an
objective of providing care for the clderly in their own homes
including the support of a prescribed home help service when this help
i5 neocssary. The home care programmes are based on mulli-
disciplinary assessment of the chderly at their own homes and
represent the most effective method of assisting them 1o continue
home residence with the assistance of their families and of the com-
munity ai levels of excellence which the patient is involved in choosing
far himsell.

Funding of Semior Citizens Centres under the Srates Grames
Home Care Acr 1969 has continued as a co-operative venture with the
Commonwealth Government, The provision of medical oxygen and
appliances o assist in the home care of the aged has also continued 1o
be & major Deparimental responsibility.

It is cncouraging 1o report on the developments in the fleld of
geriatrics in Queensland during the vear 1980-81.

The Advisory Commitiee en the Care of the Aged commissioned
by the Quecensland Minister for Health talbled its report 1o the Minisier
in March, 1981, This report is seen as a most significant documen
concerning the fulure dévelopment of gerimiric services by statutory
and volumary bodies in Queensland,

By redevelopment of existing ward (acilites, Gerintric Assess-
ment and Rehabilitation Units have been developed a1 The Prince
| Charles Hospital (Brishanc) and Ipswich Hospital, In addition, the

Department of Health has approved of the developmient of a purpose-
| banlt 100-bed Gerintric Assessment and Rehabiliation Linit and Day
Hospital at The Prince Charles Hospital as a matter of priority al that
Hospital. The project team has completed the task of specifving this
project, Established gerianric hospital services have continued ar
Southpon, Rockhampion and Townsville Hospials.

A [hrecior of Geriatrics has been appointed a1 The Prince
Charles Hospital and, following a period of study in London, will
m:ulnk: up duty ar The Prince Charles Hospital in the lstter part

The post-basic geriniric nurse (raining course ai Princess
Alexandra Hospital is providing for the training of 1wo (2) intakes
cvery twelve (12) months, and it will be of some importance o
evaluate the course and the value of these specially trained nurses in
the health services in Queensland in the fulure.

Eventide Sandgare Stage | providing 140 beds designed for
extensive care patients was officially opened by the Minisier for
Health on 11th April, 1981. Stage 11 of this development is presently
under construction.

|

SOUIAL WORK REPORT
Staffing

The establishment of the social work unil remains a twa (23, with
~ome (1) Senior Social Worker and one (1] Social Work Associale, The
latter has been seconded 1o Evenide, Sandgate, and the allecatien of

The Flving Surgeon Service, which was extablished with hend-

an Assogiale to the Division of Geriatrics by the Division of
Psychintric Services i3 much appreciated,

Consuliation

The specialist advisory seevice offered by the unil is in great
demand and has been utilized by individuals and Queensland Coungil
on the Ageing., Commillees on the Ageing, Senior Cilizens' Clubs,
Day Cemres, Service Clubs, Meals on Wheels Services, Siate and
Commonwealth Depariments, Local Authorities and secondary and
tertiary stedents,

Educution

The eduecation role of the unit s most imporiant and particularly
demanding in tepms of time. The unit endeavours o raise the level of
awareness of the needs of elderly people and to stimulate the develop-
ment of services 1o meel unmetl needs, The Senior Social Worker has
lectured a1 secondary and tertiary institutions and has also been
involved in in-service programmes for community healih nurses, the
Post-Basic Course in Geriatric Mursing at the Princess Alexandra
Hospital, courses arranged by the Depariment of Techmical amnd
Further Education, Pre-Retirement Seminars of fered by many groups
meluding the State Service Superannuation Board, Commonwealth
Departmenis, the Association of Superanauation Funds of Ausralia
andl the University of Queensland, and seminars organized by Church
and other community groups.

Commilice Waork

The Semior Social Worker is a member of & number of
Committess—The Quesnsland Council on the Ageing: the Ausiralian
Auociation of Gerontology (Queensland Branch): the Red Cross
Handcrafi and Activities Committee and the Murses' Rest Home
Commitiee, and is & Deparimental representative on the Advisory
Commitiee on Social Welfare of the North Brishane College of
Advanced Education. She was Secretary of the Advisory Commitiee
on the Care of the Apged.

Applications for Admission (o Deparimental Aged Persons®
Accommodalion

The Social Work Associate continued to menitor applications for
sdmission 10 Departmental accommodation in Brishane in an ¢ffort (o
ensure thar the type of accommaxdation was appropriate for cach
applicant and that admission was based as far as possible on a need-
priority basis. This involved liaison wilh stall of the Departmental
Services Bramch, the Director of Community Medicine, the relevani
institutions and hospital-and-community-based healih szalf, Their co-
operation i greatly appreciated.

FLYING SURGEON SERVICE

arters ar Longreach in 1959, was expanded on 12th Mo
lm. with the commencement of operation of a secomd Flying
- surgeon based at Roma.

~ The commencement of this extended Service has meant that
- people in a wide arca of central, western, north-western and south-
- western Queensland will now have the benefit of a specialisl surgical
- asrvice, There are now a votal of 20 towns being regularly visited by
|ll Flrm;; Surgeon Service.

There were 95 654 miles flown during the financial year, and the
| mileage since the inception of the Service is now 1| 926 621,

. During the financial vear, 1 536 operations were performed, con-
Sisting of 620 major procedurss and 916 minor ones.

The number of consultations this year was 3 319, and the service
Mas fow examined 17 473 patients since s inceplion.

TARLE C
Oxperatinns
Calendar Toaal TR T [T
Year Sliles Paiienis Rouiine Emergencies
1970 b4 259 I 444 L] s
1971 Sl 667 1271 a8l i}
1972 &3 111 1 554 TiE R4
1973 E5 06T I BS8 =30 2
1974 B4 hhl 1783 231 g2
1975 Th 440 1 823 Ta4 56
1976 fh 434 1977 S0 61
1977 T 568 227 09 6
1978 T4 B 2282 | 035 A
1979 T6 523 221 g3 i1
1980 83 281 214M HOE 1.3
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DIVISION OF NURSING

Adviser in Nursing: Miss Z. P. ZSEMBAY, S.R.N., Dip. N. Admin., F.C.N.A.
Assistant 1o Adviser in Mursing: Mrs M. HANKINSON, 5.R.N., B. Soc. Sc., Litt.B., M.C.N.{M.5. W)

Mrs Hankinson took wp her appoimiment as Assistant 1o the
Adviser in Nursing on 2Tth Janmary, 1981, In the courss of her
nursing career, Mrs Hankinson gained experience in clinical nursing
and in administration through holding a variety of hospital appoint-
ments. Prior 1o joining the Division of Mursing, she was lecturer o
students of nursing administration ar the Armidale College of
Advanced Education for 3 wears.

INTRODUCTION

The Division of Mursing has been in existence sinee 1933, and
over that period of time its function and activitkes have undergone
considerable changes. Mursing, in response to develapments in science
and medicine and changss in society, 1% also taking on a changing rale.
One of the major functions of the Division is 10 keep in contact with
trends and developmends in nursing in the otler Siaves of Australia as
well as overscas counirics.

The Division is involved in many activities. Also, the Adviser in
Mursing is the Chairman of the Nurses Registration Board of Queens-
land, Deputy Chairman of the Board of Mursing Studies, member of
ihe Education Commitice of the same Board, member of the Nursing
Advisory Commitiee Queensland  Institute of Technology, and
member of the Queen Elizabeth 11 Jubilee Hospital Board.

Officers of the Division Linise with hospitals and the variows
Divisions, and are available to individual members of the public
concerning nursing matters. They participate in beclure programmes
and give public addresses as requested al graduations, seminars and
conferences,

SNURSING EDUCATION
Post Basic

DEGREE AND DIFLOMA COURSES

Mursing education 15 contining 10 be o major tese. Nuries ane
very conscious of the nced to advance their professional knowledge
and skills, and to obtain broader sducation to enable them 1o fulfil the
robe inlo which modern society has placed them.

The Queenstand Institute of Technology offers a degree course in
hospital adminkstration, and several nurses are enrolbed in that course.
The Depantment of Mursing Stsdies, School of Heahh Science,
continues conducting diploma courses in Nursing Administration,
Mursing Education, Mursing and Unit Management, amnd plans 1o
conduct a diploma course in Community Health MNursing in 1982,
Courses on parl-time basis are being planned for 1982,

Many nurses complete a bridging course conducied by the
Instituge of Temiary and Further Edecation to upgrade ther
educational standard 1o be able to start a diploma course.

The Depariment of Health gives suppon 1o nurses who wish io
fierther their education in a number of wavs and approved &0
schodarships to nurses from  public hospials, instinetions and
Divisions of the Health Department to attend diploma courses,
Diissribution af Scholorshin
Diploma of Applied Scicnoe (Nursing Administration) ..
[riploma of Applied Science (Nursing Education)...
Diploma of Applied Scicnoe {Nursing and Unii Himmml

Resubis for last year's scholarship holders have been rebeased.
Digiriburion af diplomias awarded —

Diploma of Applied Sclence (Mursing Administration) ..
Diploma of Applied Science (Mursing Education). ., [
Diaploma of Applicd Science (Nursing and l.fmt Mams:mml} 16

Some nurses are enrolled in external courses with the Armidale
College of Advanced Educmion. These nurses are granied leave
privileges for the residential periods.

17
12
11

12

COURSES LEADING TO REGISTRATION

Midwifery courses are conducied in 13 government and three
private hospitals, There are more applications than positbons available
for students, although wailing lists are not as long as the previous
YEdr,

An upsurge of inferest is nodicable in paychiarnic nursing. The iwo
Iraining institutions, Wolston Park and Baillie Herderson Hospitalks,
receive Encreasing mumbers of applications from nurses who have
completed the general nursing course.

The Maternal and Child Health course continues attracting a
steady Now of nurses,

CLINICAL SPECIALITIES

Approval has been granted 1o the Roval Brisbane Hospital 1o
conduct 3 six-month course in Oneobopy nursing and a short course in
Corgnary Care nursing at The Prince Charles Hospital, The l‘ﬂlﬂiu
hospital based programmes have been approved o date by the
Depanment of Health:—

Mo oof | Toaal Mo
Cognes | of Saedenty
Comu Honpiial ommend] Condated
Cardia-thoracic Inien. Care
Muribfg oo The Prince Charkes L] 15 1y
Pasdiairi 'H'umru Royal Chaldren’s 1w 1] L]
I st Cane Muring ... Royal Beitbane 100 2 Hi
Sromal Theragy. ... o | Prisges Alandry 1908 [] a1
Chpbogy Muriisg ... 2o || Ryl Baivkasc i 1 L1
Corpmany Carg Mursing 1o | The Prinss Tl lesy el ] L
Ly T p——— Y 1979 ¥ n

IN-SERVICE COURSE FOR REGISTERED NURSES

This programme was introduced by the Depariment of Health in
1976 1o help registered nurses working in cowntry arcas to update their
professional knowledge and skills, giving them the opportunity (o
keep abreass with new ideas and developments, It is a very sucoessful
scheme. Programmes are of one week's duration and conducted in six
Base Hospitals, The following areas have been included during
1980-81, and the following registered murses attended:—

Surgical/Medscal ... 127
Orthopasdic .....crviovieaas L]
| L=t ek e W P e e kL
Paedistric Freenity 42
Operating Theatre 17
18 [0 O N PR St S 4
Avcident and EMETRENEY .. ivnisnmmanssremrumsssmnsansassssss 18
AdmEnisIration. ... E 0
Managemenl ... -
Omncology ... 7
Psychiatric ... 2
Renal .o ]
Damiciliary .. 5
ST HEINE - v v cer vrmrmiaidnsasses spannnupsms 1
M;valﬁn:nnﬂ.-‘Lhnﬁlﬁiﬂﬁmﬂl B
Rehabilitation (Geriatric and Paychiatric) .. 2
] [T e ey, h

Im addition, &3 merses atended the special 2-week programme
designed  for Charge Murses, conducted by Princess Alexandra
Hospital.

MANAGEMENT COURSES

Emphasis has been placed on the importance of improved
managenent. Managemen Services conduct an array of codrses.
Attendance by nurses was as follows:—

Programime Hospitals | Depanmental
Management T provensen
Frogramme  {top mammn:nl.
beveld... X7 18 14
Saff I.‘r-tv:lnpm:m Fmgr.lrnme &1 12
Wiork Skills... P 1
Hasic 'Sup-n'tlmln i £
Warkshops l_lnh:rmm:rlal rll.ll:lﬂﬂ-
ships, inlerviewing, mesling
procedures, communication].,.. B 3
Tatal 179 32

_ Attendants were sponsored by the employing agency.

SEMINARS, CONFERENCES

A variety of seminars, workshops and conferences have boon
attended by nurses with financial suppon from the Depariment,

providing the opportanity for professional contact and developmient.
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Basic Nursing Education
IN INSTITUTE OF TERTIARY EDUCATION
Following Ir Sax’s Report on Murse Education and Training
11978), the Commonwealth Government made an announcemeni on
L3tk Ocrobser, 1980, that funds will be made available (0 commence a
‘basic nursing course at the Queensland Institate of Technology. [is-
cussions between .1, T. and the Departmem commenced for arrange-
menis 10 be made for studenis to gain practical experience in hospitals
and community services,

HOSPITAL-BASED

Mursing courses leading 10 registration as o general nurse arg
~conducted in 21 public, one Repatriation, and cight private hospitals,
Two of these are satellie hospitals within the regional training
scheme. Hospitals have no problem al present in recruiling siudenis,
‘and the atirition rale during training has declined. This can be
Cadiribuied partly 1o carceful selection of applicants and panly 1o the
LcOnomic siluation,

Three hospitals, Townsville, Toowoomba and Reckhampon,
‘have imroduced the fevised generil nursing course which conrains
U200 hours' theory and is based on o patiem-cenred approach.
Additional pasitions of nurse educators have been approved by the
Department in these hospitals, and stali establishments are reviewed
an a regular bisis 1o compensate for the loss of working hours in the
wirk force because of the increased classroom hours. The Programme
will be phased in 1o all ralning hospitals progressively.,

The preparation of enrolled nurses is continued in hospiials.
Simty-sin public and 14 private general hospitals are approved 1o
Condic] coures.

SURSING SERVICE
Stafiing

Murses arc uswilly a mobale population. To gain wider experience
they prefer 1o change positions from time 1o time, Mo serious shortage
of registered nurses has been experienced, alithough nurses with
midwifery certificates are difficult to atract 1o hospitals in the

| Weslern area.

The Quieen Elizabeth 11 Jubilee Hospital, Dyvsan Hospatal and
Karumba Cait-Patiemt Clinic lave been compleial and nursing sdaff
appointed.

Mo problems have been experienced in appoiniments 1o positions
of Mursing Superintendenis. Mincteen such appoininicnts have been
made during the vear.

Applications for additional siaff have been investigated by the
Division in conjunciion wiith the Inspecrorial Branch and appropriane
increases granied 10 new services or areas showing an increase in
workload.

The Division receives many emguiries from nurses from other
countries whe wish 1o come 1o Queenstand. Officers of the Division
endeavour 1o help suitable applicanis o Tind positions,

Mursing Practice
Hospatals are endeavouring 1o practice e Nuriing Process,
whiich is patieni-centred nursing care, in preference to sk assign-

ment. Nurses defivering care in this form gain a better understanding
of the patiems” proficms and a beiter opportenity exists for building
up o pood relationship between paticnrs amd nurses looking afier
them.

Special Project

The Division of Nursing. together with officers of the Board of
Mursing Sudies, has been involved in discussions with the Division of
Research and Planming. A Commonwealth grant has been approved
fior the Division of Reseurch and Planning afler csnblishing the
Feasibility of such a projed, 1o conduct a Staic-wide patient nurse
dependency study in selecied public hospitals. Nurse researchers will
Ise trained 1o carry out the projeet.

YISITS T HOSPITALS
Oifficers of the Division comtinue visiting metropolitan and
country hospatals, However, roatine visits were nod madbe prior to the
appaintment of the Assivant 1o the Adviser in Muersing.

VISITS MADE:

Rasting .......... 17
Special ... e |
o T s e e e 17

L TR PPl |

Boutine visls are most valuable and provide the opporisniny 1o
have discussions with Nursing Superintendents, Maonagers and
Medical Superintendents and also 1o provide assistance when needed,
It gives the opportsmity 10 the Division (o assess nursing standards in
ihe Simte.

OTHER ACTIVITIES

The Thirty-first Anneal Conference of Mursing Superintendents
was held fabh= 1k April, 1921, in Brisbane. One hundred and twelve
Mursing Superintendents parteicipated, and 11 from private hospitals
were preseni @s observers. The theme for the Conference was
Accountobdlity and it was considered in relatson 1o self, 1o the paicnr.
the profession and progression. During the business sessions, many
commvan and imdividual problems were serutinized and many ideas
discussed .- Officers of the Division atend the Conference and make
themsclves available for consuliation. Nursing Superiniendenis are
appreciaiive of the opponunity given 1o them o meel and discuss
isswes af conoern with the H able the Minster and Depanmicntal
Oiicers.

Oificers parmicipate in interviewing amnd sebocting registered nuries
who apply 1o the Public Service for positions.

Many enguiries are dirccred o the Division from imeresied
persons wha wanl 1o eater the nursing profession, A grear deal of
assistance is given 1o schools and orgamizations 10 disseminane
INTOrmation on mursing as a career,

The following iables provide the current nurse registralion
statistics for Queensland.

TABLE XCHli
FIRST OCCASION OF REGISTRATION ACCORDING TO CATEGORIES OF NURSING 1950-81

Gieneral Midwifery Child Healih Psvchiatric Entolled Murse
154 43 5 2 a8
198 41 19 23 55
i2} 21 5 1 47
.................................... 144 75 3 £ 56
--------------------------------- L L] 32 2 W I 3%
130 19 11 7 &
282 m 5 2 67
207 59 25 1% 62
17& 3% 13 T a4
148 gL 1 i L1
i 63 3 7 136
................................. 95 47 1 4 T8
240 621 115 [ 40 9T
2917

2737
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DIVISION OF COMMUNITY MEDICINE

Director: M. CHEONG, M.EB., B.S.(Qld.), M.R.C.P.(Edin.)

Senior Social Worker: E. P. DOBBYN, B.Soc. WE.{QId.)

Principal Community Health Nurse: G. McCHESNEY-CLARK, S.R.N., Dip. Public Hilﬁa.rlth N_ursing: F-C.N._A'.
Assistant Principal Community Healih Nurse: B. MURRAY, $.R.N., Dip. Nursing Administration, Dip. Applied

Science Community Health Nursing, F.C.NJA,

Nurse Educator: G. A. HINTON, S.R.N., Dip.N.Ed., F.C.N.A.
Medical Records Officer: L. A. CLAVARING, Assoc. Dip. M.R.A.

[he Commnaniny Health Service in Queensland has comimesd 10
provide a valuable helping service to families. Individual clients and
their families have derived great benefin from servioos provided by the
muhi-disciplinary  staff af  Communily  Health Service Cenires
throughout the lengih and breadth of the Starc.

I is pleasing 10 report that it is pow possible 100 documsent the
eifectiveness of the Community Healih Service. This modern
approach 10 providing mulii-disciplinary assessmsent and wilizing all
of the relevant institstions in a communily iscluding 1the local haspial
meovides the individual patient with & satsfaciory allermative 10 insti-
wional care. As an example, an evaluation of the meihod of dssess-
menl of patients 10 Eventide Rockhampion has confirmed the face
that there s no actual naiing list of paticms & Rockhamplon and
Lt all prospective applicants kave boen assessed and reassessed by
the Community Flealth staff. This has ensured that adeguate help and
suppont of intending applicanis has enabled them o continue 1o live ag
home for longer persods than was previously possible. We may reach a
position in the fuare where the elderly person  admatted 16
institutional care will be in (heir cighties and may reguire extensive
nursing hoase care,

Maiy supporlive programimes have been indtinted or maintxined
by Community Health stalf, and # is possible 1o repore that these
programmes with carelully documenisd objectives are achieving the
planned targels in many cenires, Day Centres for the frail aged arc a
poand example of supporn programmes for the ebderly being supported
by the Community Healih Service throughout Cueensland.

We have co-operated winth Griffith Universiy Health Servaces
Reseasch Texm in experimenting in delivering a Self Help Healh Care
approach an Killarney.

A pew initiarive laenched during 1980-81 was for pavchiainic
paticnrs in mctropaliian Brishane. During ihe latier part of 19 iaig
(21 servioe teams commenced operalen as an llilcgrﬂ.| part of the
Communily Home Care Service st Fornitude Valley and a1 o new
office location al Annerley in association with Community Home
Care Service, Sowh Heisbane. These mwo (20 service teams were
charged with an overall objective of promoing individual and
community meneal health by providing suppos for people suflering
from mental illness, Various tvpes of hostels and vocational training
cemires are Wentileed as part of the facilities and services necded by the
individual, As n community mental health service, the aim s 1o
support existing Facilities and toostimulate and encourage the develop-
meni of new services for the person recovering (rom mertal illiess,

It i+ an objective of the service teams to provide the smoeob
transition of patients (rom hospital to the communily of from ireating
facilities to odher more relovant centres as the patient™s healib
improves and thal the need for readmission W ITCAmEn centres might
become less froguent as the resull of more eificient confinuing care.
This service i im ies carky atages of development.

The provision of services for individeals in conjenclion with
other Departmental Divisions inclsding School Health Services, the
Maternal and  Child Healh  Service, the  Abosiginal  Health
Programme. Health Education and Information, Alcohal and Dyug
Dependence Services, ol a wiide range of voluntary community
sefvioes has comtinued, Close working relationships in provision of
serTvioes in comjunciion with other Governmcnt Depariments, Stane
amd Commonwealth, have also continued.  »

Incegranion of serviges is one of the aims of the Community
Heahh Service, Linison Murses seconded to the Maver Hospinal and
Hoyal Brishane Hospital have proved their worh in assisting the
individual patient o receive an miegrated service rom the hospatal
and comsmunity soivioes. Those patients idemified as likely o have
blems at the time of dischnrge now have o mechanism off acoess 1o
an integrated healih service, This is of the greatest practical bemefin 1o
the patient in transslion home after illmess amd has also assasted
hoapitak with patients who have recurrenl episodes of  illness.
Linmecessary readmisions have been avobded.

Expansion in Hospatal/ Community lizison service has been abde

to be made with the commencement of a full-lime Baison nurse al
Prmce Charles Hospatal, Toowosomba General Hospital, Townsville

General Haospiral and pari-time siaff available 10 Queen Elizabeth 11
aml NMambour and Manangoe Ceeneral Hospatals.

The difficulty in maintaining services in rural areas of the Siae
was pgnin demaonsiraied, Yery limited coverage only was able 1o be
provided 1o Centres where the ene (1) stafl member was absent for a
prolonged period due to illiess or acchden and where Cenires were
wnmanned following staff resignation. The lack of suitably qualified
applicants for vacanl positions at cemain reral Condres resalied in
additional demands and strain on remadning sialff,

At Dalby during the Mood of February, 1981, the Communily
Healih Service demonstrated s ability 1o assis a commaunity at the
timee of a disaster. All of the community agencies in Dalby, Govern-
ment amd volumary, worked with great dedscation 1o relieve human
sulfering and prevent possible epidemic disense during this majoer
disaster for the people of Dalby. Communicy Health siaff a1 Dalby
andd on loan frem neighbouring towns worked for some months after
the event to help individual persons recover ther health sinius.

Continuing care will be available o the residems of Dalby from
Communily Health stafl exen though the disaster unit has been
dishanded . This will be particularly beneficial over the ensuing twelve:
(12} months when depression and  olther  problems  manifiess
themselves.

The Brighton hailstone disaster of December, 1980, is another
example of how a Community Heabth Service, in this case,
Community Homwe Care, demonsirated s value in assisling
individuals, Clicnis already known 10 this service were helped long
before they might have presenied themselves for assistance 1o the
disaster weam organized (o assist the community. We were able 10 see
that immediate needs were cared For and continued 10 be availaile 1o
those persons in need of help long after the disaster team ceased 10
function, having fullilbed their specific objectives.

During 1980-81, the record collection of the Community Healh
Service was improved and a new record manual prepared and imple-
mended by ihe Medicnl Records Adminstrator.

SOCTAL WORK REPORT

The present social worker establishment of the Division remains
at fifay-foure (545, with thifry-Tive (35) positions filled ot 30th June,
15,

In addizion to this «iafl, the Senor Social Worker, Head Ofiice,
s adminastrative responsibaliny for Glveen (13) Secial Workers in the
Dhvision of Gerlatnics and. more recently, four (4) in the Contimaing
Care Serviee, Eighe (5) Socinl Waork Associses on the establishment
af the Division of Psvchimng Services are allocaied between the
Centres of these three (3 services and are responsible for very valaable
support and follow.upy wellane services.

Unforiunately, the position of Senior Social Worker at Towns-
ville has, in spite, of wide intersiate advertsing, remiaamed vacanl
throughoat the vear. Every elfon is being made 1o Gill this position; i
in wonsidersd partscularly imponant to keep il on establishment in
view of the planned reghonal supervisory robe. The location of the
Contiming Care Service reams within 1the metropolitan Community
Homee Care Cenires has been welcomed, providing, as i does, a
Senlor Sovial Worker in each Centre for supervision and consuliation
Tor both existing and new stalf,

Mew appoiniments during the vear included sis (6) pew graduates
amil, with the exception of Charters Towers, all were 1o Centres with
Al least one {1 other Sogial Warker om <iafl, 1i s, however, |l'|'lp:ul‘1.‘ll'|l
i note here the particular difficwltes in aliracting skall 10 ancas such
ax Emerald and CGladsaone. In these towns and, in peneral, in country
arcas, the problem i twofold—(a) prolessional selation and, where
new graduates arg concermed, the lack of scrlof il.lpt-ﬂ:isiﬂn', wnd (B}
soial isokation and the difficulty in securing subtable scoommodation.
It is wsrcasonable 10 eapect either voung single graduaies o more
setibed married personnel o relocare into inferior living conditions.

The sitantkon noted in st year’s repont with regand 1o rransiens
tow-ingome families in Caravan Parks has nor improved: and, in
common wilh vimilar familics and imdividisals in periphery arcas, is
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productive of a heavy caseload for some Centres. Unemployment,
aleoholism, vouth delinuency, psvchiatric problems and domesiic
violemee have all been of particular concern (o swaff, Close ¢o-
operation is maindained with other Siatuiory Apencies such as the
Depariments of Children®s Services and of Social Securily and with
the relief-giving agencies, church amnd volumary bodies, Helpiul
consideration has been extended by ithe Cueensland  Housing
Commission in response to advocacy on behall of cliens.

Some specific ancas of responsibility for social workers have
developed during the past year, for example, the acceptance of
responsability for service 1o the hostels for ex-psvehiatric patienis m
Cabooliure and Nambour, membership of local comminees involved
in programmes for the 1Y, D, the caablishment in several areas of
local welfare committees and the involvement in the Comnuuniny
Service Orders scheme of Probation and Parale.

Training in gricl amd bereavement counselling has become 1he
special provieee of several) social workers, and the support and
counsclling service for parenis who have lost a baby through the
Sudden Infant Death Syndrome has been extended and strengthencd
this year. Liaison is maintained with the Department’s pathologisis
and laboratory staff in the immediate notification of cases, and
helpful co-operation is extended by police officers. Maternal and
Child Health and Community Healih Murses and womens” service
groups, particularly in couniry ancas.

Special mention is made of the contribution of social workers and
associates to the reliel programmes in the recene disaster areas of
Brighton and Dalby. Members of all disciplines (rom @ varicty of
statutery and veluntary agencies worked tirelessly and co-operatively
in relieving immediate distress and identifving long-term needs.

Supervised training placements have again been offered by exper-
fenced social workers i a number of Cenires 1o socinl work and social
wellre students from Queensland and James Coek Universities, and
Trom Colleges of Advanced Education. A new initiative this vear was
the opportunity given 10 a number of final vear secondary school
students 1o have a short work-experience placemend in a Cenire.
Several social workers have also contribuled 1o the Community
Health Murses Orientation Programmes and o Centre orientation
programemes for new members of other disciplines.

Social workers have spoken on the role of Community Medicine
tooa number of communiny-based services or welfare groups and have
been members of discussion pancls and seminars inoarens sech as
retirement counselling, volumeer training, budgeling programmes and
effective parenting skills.

The Semor Socinl Worker, Head Oifice, carries advisory and
consultative responsibiliny for Ministerial and Deparimiental referrals,
recommendations in relation o ualf cuablishmenis and appoing-
mients in hospital social work Deparimends, liaison and consultation
with social workers in country hospitals and comsubiation wilh
Darectors of Divisions not employing social workers. The Semior
Sociol Worker is a Depantmental representative on the Queenslamd
Umniversity Social Work Faculty Board and the Advisory Commitiee
of the Monh Brisbane College of Advanced Education, and an
executive member of the Queensland Council on the Ageing. 1he
Crueensland Society of Health and the Queensland Swdden Infam
Dreath (S.1.00.5.) Research Foundation.

COMMUNITY HEALTH ~URSE REPORT

Thee year has been a busy vear with planngd consolidation aml co-
ordination, Conlinuing with cconomic restraint, activities have been
assessed and, in some areas. resources reallocated 10 allow for job
expansion 10 mes identified needs.

Beew ventures for the year have been the opening of Centres wi
Texas, Goondiwindi and Annerley, and the appoiniment of a Scnior
Community Health Nurse, Gold Coast, The sall establishment has
risem by ten (10) Community Health Nurses 1o 207; however, the vear
made both an entrance and exit with foriyv-one (41) vacancies. In spite
of this, the nursing siafl wrn over [of the year has averaged 13 per
cenl.

Educational activities for all newly appointed nursing staff hos
contmued with the completion of an origntation programme in July,
1980, a full programme undertaken by sixteen (16) Community Healih
Murses, February 1o April, 1981, and the commencement of a ferther
programme For iwenty-two (22) Community Health Murses on 15th
June, 1981, Five (5) Community Heallh Murses required 10 undertake
the pssessment of schoel children in their area were orieninied 10 this
particular faces of their work with a 3-week programme in Augest,

The development of the memal heabh component  wilh
Continwing Care service leam nursing stalf ot Annerley, Foritede
Valley and Liaison Murses ar Wolston Park has resulted in eighr (8)
new stafi positions, These Murses panicipated with other saff in_n
mulli-disciplinary  orientation 10 their work on appoiniment in
October,

A Communily Health Nurse from Mackay amd also one from
Brishane completed the Post Basic Geriarric Course in December, and
currently one (1} Community Health Murse from the metropolitan
area is undertaking the present programme. It is unforivnate that full

coverage of the Stode with Nurses with this speciality has not been
achieved; however, Flil.'llil}' will remain for Murses nqilnrw 1o wades-
1ake such courses in the fuiure,

Ome registerad nurse in the Primary Medical Care Area an Inala
successlully undenook the Post Basse Pacdiatric Mursing Course at
the Roval Children's Hospital, and ihis has enbanced the care given (o
ihe chilidren attending the Centre.

Ome (1} Community Healih Nurse reurned from the Lincoln
Imsgitere of Healh Seience having gained a Diploma in Applicd
Schence, Communiy Health Nursing. Another Community Health
Mumse undertook the foweek Stomal Therapy Course @1 Princess
Alexandra Hospital and returmsad 1o work at the AMaryborough Centre

AN in-service programme was made available a0 the Roval
Children's Hospital for a Community Heahih Muzse from Charleville
1o il home care 1o children in that rural area, and a 3-day PHORTARKING
in dhiabetic education was provided by the Greenslopes Mospital for a
Communily Healih Murse from Toowoomba 1o provide current
information on trends and nursing care for Murses i thai Centre.

A dday insservice education programme was provided in con-
junction with Baillie Henderson Hospital for all Community Health
Murses working in the south-west region. This proved o be extremely
vialuable a3 Murses inoruend arcas so ofiten have o ready access to
specialized back-up, and work with limited hospital resource siaff
available in some areas.

Ome of the highlighis of the nursing component kas been a
suceessiul Senior Communily Health Murse Seminar held in May. The
aim of the Seminar was 1o further develop skills in semior mursing
personned 1o aid thelr functioning on das-ig-dav issues by oo-
crdinating the nursing unit.

Many ll'dd'hl'ilullil].' Health. Nurses have facilitpied and par-
ticipated in programmes pertiining io the [mernational Year of
Dusabled Persons in their own area.

Community and professional edwcation programmes/Beciures
withim the robe of the Murse have increased during ihe vear. Involve-
ment has included 1the following:—Depariment of Nursing  and
Department of Mutrition and Dsetetics: Chicensland Tisthise of Tech-
nobogy; General Midwifery and Enrolled Nussing Course; Associatod
Diploma Courses in Community Welfare: Alasters Siudenis in
[:m'irunmcpml Squdics: Post Basic Genainic MNursing Course; 51,
John's  Ambulance; Mursing Home; Volumary  and  Chusch
Organizations; and many Community Health Welfare Agencies.

MNurses have anended as Deparnimental representatives 1o ihe
folbowing Conferences:— Australian Associion of Stomal Therapis
Conference: The Sclil Help Healih Care Programme.  Griffith
Universay: The First Mational Conference for Home Help Agencies;
Assessmenl and Care of Confused Elderly; Oncological Murses
serminar; Immunisation Seminar; and the Third National Conlerence
of College of Mursing, Australia,

MEDICAL RECORDS

Unee agam, the past year has seen the role of the Medical Record
Administratorn within the Division of Community Medicine expanding
1o meel the needs of many divisions of the Department of Healih.

Advice on medical record syuems and filing equipment has been
given toa mumiber of country Hospitals during this year, The Medical
Record Adminisrator was involved in implemeniation of the record
system it QLE. 1F Hospital, This system is a pilon scheme Tor counliry
and provincial Hospitaly, The effectivemess and efficiensy of rhis
system will be evaluated towards the end of 1981.

The Diviston of Communaty Medicine Daga Coblection Sysiem
has contimued o expand, with mew Communiiy Healih Service
Centres a1 Texas, Geoomdiwindi and Annerley joining the collecrion
along with a comporent of Fortitede Valley Home Care Centre
specializing in follow-up of patkents discharged from Psychaassic
Haspials

Training programmes have been conducted in conjundtion with
the Murse Educator with the aims of wnproving gquality of client
information and increasing the accuracy of satisfics within this
Division.

The Medical Record Administrator has alse participated in a
number of Departmental Commiitees incheding thag on stornge and
retentiion of Medical Records,

THERAPY SERYICES T0 5CHOOLS

Three (3} full-dime Therapists were employed, providing services
at sclected schools in the Brishbane metropolidan aren. Therapisis
emploved in Community Health Services Cenires in various arcas of
the State also provided some assessment serviees for school children
referred 1o them,

The Advisory Committee on Theeapy Services in Schools met
regulasly during the vear and formulated guidelines for the provision
ol mulii-disciplinary services 1o school children, Sieps are being 1aken
1o amplement theie gusdelimes.
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ABORIGINAL HEALTH PROGRAMME

Health Officer (Aboriginal Health): R. B. HAWES, M.B., B.5.(Lond.), D.T.M.&H.(Liv.}).

Regional Medical Officers:

Southern: 1. L. JAMESON, M.B., B.S.(QId.), D.T.M.&H.(5vd.), M.P.H.(Michigan), F.ALCM.A,
Central: R. P. DAVISON, M.B_, B.S.(Qld.), D.T.M.&H. (Lond.). F.R.A.C.G.P.
Northern: R. W. STREATFIELD, M.B.. B.S. (Syd.), D.T.M.&H.(Syd.), B.Pharm.

The Abariging! Health Programme commenced widespread field
operations in 1972 with the objective of improving the health of
Aborigines and Torres Strait Iskanders 1ooa level comparable with thal
af the Qegensland population: To achieve this objacive, fiehd saaff
have been employed throughous Queensland o allow early detection
of groups end individuals at risk, appropriate remedial action, active
imvolvement of the people concerived. follow-up health edwscation and
promotion, especially through the activities of Aboriginal/|slander
stalf, and promotion of the wilization by Abornigine amd Torres
Sirait Iskanders of existing kealth fogiliiies, The Programme (s funded
by o Commonwealth Unmanched Grant.

Two new health reams have been established, one at Toowoeomba
and one a1 Nofmamon, As at 30h June 1951, (e 1oaal siall numibered
187, and there were 29 health teams operating throughout the State,
including 12 of the 14 Mainkand Aboriginal Communitics. Abarigiees
and Islanders moke up apgrosimately 55 per cent of ihe feeld staff
[ Table Clh

SESIOH SURSING APPOINTMENTS

Twio senbor nursing appoiniments were made in October, 1980,
the Sembor Mursing Supervisor, Brishane, and the Regional Nursing
Supervisor, Cairns, These appointments have provided for improved
suppont and  supervision of publc health nurses and health
mesisnanis/ health workers working inothe field.

Lectures have been given (o students in Dasic mursing courses af
lospitals,

STAFF TEAINING

Nine public healih nurses and nine heabih assistants/lealth
workers pended in-service training courses.

I addition, five public health nurses completed  m-servick
iraining in rechmigees of examinations used by he Division of School
Health Services, and thew nurves are now providing health assess-
msens Far thar Division in remote areas of the Siate (See Table CIL)
e hondeed and ten (1 00) |'1.1ur-:-l:.lr-uh]\ were tested for Visual
Aguity ms part of the Yision Screening Programme conducied on
behalf of the Division of School Healih Services.

Five public healih nurses attended a one-week Self-Help Healith-
Care Leaders Training Course conduated by Professor Brownlea at
Carilfuth University.

REGIONAL WORKSHOMS

Fifteen public health nusses in the Scuthern Region avended a
training workshop in Briskame in Ocrober, 159680,

Twelve health assistants/health workess atended a Ceniral
Region [raiming workshog in Mount Lain May, 1981,

Mincteen health assistanis/health workers aended a Morthern
Regiom training workshop in Caarns in June, 1981,

FIELD TEAM ACTIVITIES

In many areas where health teams have been working for some
vears, detection of mdividuals at nsk and (reatment inervenlion are
now being complemented by discussions, counselling and working
with famifies 10 improve thelr own kealih siandards, In some areas,
however, teams ane sl primarily invodved in detection and manage-
mend of children ar rsk. The differences in approach are determined
| v v availability of siaff sl resources and their capabikbiny al
maimzining a clove contact with the people.

All health reams are mow involved in weekly iraining activities 1o
increase the knowledge and skills of Aboriginal and Idander Health
Workers and Health Assistanis. Traiming booklers on variows subjects
are regulanly sent 0o all theig stalf.

Some concept of the magaidude of kealth team aaivities may be
easned from Table ClIL, although &t should be realized that such dain
reflects only those nspects of their activities which can be easily
revorded wnd cannot provide any indication of the extent of the skilled
counselling, advising, supporiive and edicative activities of the
Programme’s stafl all of which are vieally importan.

|-

DIETARY-SUTRITHON UNIT

Thee Dictary-Mutrition Unin (DNU ) now consists of two Dielitian-
Mutritiomisls ond two specially trained Aboriginal and  1slander
Dictary-Mutrition Assivants. This unit is expanding the proportion of
{15 activilies conducted tlirough these especially trained Aboriginal
and Islander Assistanis as they acquire the pecessary skills and
EAPRET IETICT

One of (he Assistants has now been located inothe Townsville
Regien, This has increased the number of consuliations with Health
Temms andd extended the influwence of this unit in nuteitien education.
Two more Health Assistants are undergoing specialived training in
nulritken education in Brishane amd will later retarn 1o their home
diaricts 10 extend the work of the Uk, One of the Health Assistanis
from Thursday [sband has been espocially trained bo assist in the on-
going dinbetes education project there. A recipe book has been
devised Tor use i this Tn'njﬁtl i collaboration with the Division of
Health Ediscaton and Information.

The other Health Assistant in raining is from Morningion iland
and 5 concenrating on technigues relating 1o correction of wnder-
nuilFLiod.

The Dectary-Mutrition LUnii has continued 10 devebop resources
dhesigned 1o prevent uidernuiriiion. [ has also provided consultant
services 1o field stafl involved in projects akmed ai overweight
problems, especially obesity and diabetes. All projects are designed o
reinforce the Aboriginal Heallh Programme®s ciforts 1o detect and
treat malnourished people.

The Cherbourg Slimming Club has now entcred i85 second year,
and news of its activities has stimulated reguests from communities in
otler ports of Queensland desiring 1o be involved in similar projects.

BUILTINGS AND VEHICLES

Four health teams and ore weam sub-unit have moved into more
suinable office accommodation leased from private business, These
were Team 40 a0 Cunkamulla, Tenm 6 at Marecha, and Teams 42 and
4% in Brisbanc. as well as the Ingham sub-uni of Team 27, Team 16 @
Mormanton has occupicd a pre-fabricated office parchased by the
Aboriginal Heahh Programmee.

There was a net increase of two motor vehicles, bringing the total
imwse 1o 71, One of these is a Four-wheel-drive vehicle,

ENTERIC PARASITES

A summary of fecal parasite screenings during 1950 is provided
(Table CIV), This datn constitutes approximately 30 per cent of the
potal Taccal examinations performed by microbiologists in the Pro-
gramme. but the remainder have not been included because they
repaesent follow.up specimens, specimens subsmitted because of
climical suspicion and oher ad Moc specimens.

A posd level of control of Ascaris and Hookworm has been
achieved, largely as a resuls of teaiment programmes, Giardia and
Trichurls infestmions are still present in lorge numbers and are
responsible for o significant number of cases of clinical illness.

EXTHETIC IMSEASES

Health Team Mo 4 s based in Cairns amd has been in operation
in North Queensland since February, 1979, Wis staff are concerned
primarily willi effoms 1o redice the incidence of sexually transmited
discases, with particular emphasis on the antenatal period.

The Team @t presemt consists of three Health Assistiais, oee
Field Officer, and one Public Health Nurse. This Team assists in
Comac Teacing in conjunction with ather heahh authornties in an
effon o interrupt transmission of these diseases. A summary of its
educational adivities is provided in Table Cv.

TORRES STRAIT HEALTH TEAM

I'hiis Team's aclivities now include a wide range of uﬂn‘lliu- at
baoth Tharsday 1sland and the Outer [dands of the Torres Strait (Table
CVI
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VITAL STATISTICS

Table CVII summarizes the Vital Statstics for 14 Aboriginal
Communities over three 3-vear periods. There has been a marked,
continuous fall in (e 1nfan Momality Rate over the % vears since this
Programme has been operating. This igure is widely regarded as a
reflable indicator of the healih staus of a Communiiy.

The causes of death in the ¥ vears, |978-80 for the 32 Infam
Deaths are detailed in Table CVIIL The Causes of Deaths for all age
groups for the 14 Aborigingl Communities over the three 3-year
periods ending 215t December, 1980, are shown in Table CIX.

OF special interest in Table CIX is the marked continuous fall in
the significance of “lInestinal infectious diseases™ aml " Conditions
originating in the perinatal period”’ as causes of death over the 9 years
displayed. Deaths due 1o “Other injuries, carly trauma compli-
calions" are increasing. Diseases affecting blood vessels, items 25-30
in the ICD basic tabulation lis1, reflect (ke major group of relared
conditions cousing death and show o rising incidence in numiser and as
o percentage of all deaths in ihose Triennia. When summed. the
figures arc 9 (25.5%), 109 (33.1%) and 119 (33%), respociively.
“{Hher diseases respiratory system®” ane the pext most significant and
show a marked decline, cg. 73 (20%), 61 (19%%) and 51 (14%),
respectively. Just as in the wider community, malignansy remains a
significant cause of desth and has a steady incidence.

MORBIDITY STATISTICS

Community hospital siaff have provided Monthly Statistical
Relurns on presentatkons for investigntion and treatment at hospitals
and ¢linics. These have been collated, and Table CX shows the
Average Monthly Number of Cases Treaed, ranked in order of
frequency. The 10 most common conditions i theee different age
groups are included in Table X1,

Comparison with previoas years indicaies some changes in ihe
order of frequency and some changes inthe average number of cases
of some conditions. Some care in assessing the significance of these
changes is necessiry as they do ned represent prevalence figures, but
merely numbers of preseniations for atlention and as such are subjec
1o such uncontrolled variables as bevels of staffing, attitudes 10 using
‘hospatal services, human interactions beiwesn patients and staff, and
the availability and usage of alternative services in some areas. MNever-
theless, it is af inlerest 1o observe the continuing significance of
varions infections os ihe major causes of aftendance amnd the
increasing  incidence of ““Chher trouma (nod  fraciures)”  with
INCTEAsing age.

RESULTS OF HEALTH SCREEMNINGS
I Table CXII it will be noted thar in 11 of the 16 arcas whee
reprated health screening has been cargied oul. there hos been a
marked  reduction i the incudence of acute  (wasting-1ypel
mrnalt et i,

EPIDEMICS
Mo notable epldemics were recorded during 1980-81.

MALARIA CONTROL

Musguite Surveys.—During the vear, a survey of Hom 1sland
and Thursday 1sland was conducted. Three species of imponance
were found—Awmspheles Wil Crebex ammaltrosiets and Aedes aegypn.
Larvae of the two |ater species were forwarded 10 QLMK o
calablish colonies for further research. Overall findings suggested thai
undder sunable conditions, malaria, filariais and some arbovins
diseases, notably dengue fever, could be transmitted on these islands.

A Medical Officer and Microbiodogist from (he Aboriginal
Health Programme joined a 1zmam which investigated an introduced
cause of malaria at Moa 1sland in January, 1980, (See repon Depari-
menial Anti-malaria Activitics Elsewhere. )

TABLE Cl
STAFF OF ABORIGINAL HEALTH PROGRAMME AS AT
30-6-81
Healih Ofieer .. |
Regional 'H-ﬂlu,.al E}Iﬁccrn -
Dhigiitians .. i
"-ilr:mhmlnmls ............................................................ 2
Brishane Offiee Clerical'Gen., Assistant/ Clerk-
Typhsts/ SENOErAPIETS oo innaanasananan e e s
S MU N S PEIVISOF 1o e iihiannssasmaians i aananissuaassbaaimnavas I
Begional Nursing Super vl . oo coaciienasniisiaimnsimisaaaiian I
Public Healih Murses - oiiiiinaaaas 12
Sisters (Aboriginal Healthh....onnennnaninns 10
R B B e e e e e S ERmar Mok e a i UG un A s S A ARk A2 [
R A DT L sl e s i mm 26
e e e e e e e e s e e S e 21
lincrant Hygiene OFTRoers .o -
187

TABLE ClI
SCHOOL HEALTH EXAMIMATIONS

Cape Tarres
Dristrict York Sirait Cunnamulla Endsvold Total
Fen. lslamds
Total Schoal ERrolment ... ..ol i 1] au 30 253 1120
Tatal Muember of Children Examingd........oooerermrminrnnren. 26t Rr 1 180 83 TR
Percentage of Enralment Total Examined.......ocoverrrmrernnn 7% 75 TRE LELS L
R R N e o e o e e e ] 25 22 i it 4
Percentage of those Examined ... Gy CHL 1% L1 .5
Referrals vo Other Agencics b1 24 e Nl ﬁ'i‘_
Percentage of those Examined T.5% 9.7 14%% MAA B.8%
TABLE C1ll
TEAM ACTIVITIES
T o ol e W BAR S - 2 pwism i m s m B e wm s md i 10 819
Totnl Mo, of IreMEAlL. ..oim i 320 358
Mo, of hacmoglobins performed ..o, 12 882
Mo, of prescribed mutritional supnlmn given 34 892
Mo, of facocs specimens submined .. B 5238
M. of persans ircated for enternic Piril-'glln ............... 17 637
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DIVISION OF LABORATORY SERVICES

LABORATORY OF MICROBIOLOGY AND PATHOLOGY

Director: 1. 5. WILKEY, B.Sc., M.B., B.S., LL.B., F.R.C.P.A.
Deputy Director: A, J. ANSFORD, M.B., Ch.B., D.C.P., F.R.A.C.P., F.R.C.P.A.

Pathologisi: A. DAVISON, M.B., B.S., F.R.C.P.A,

Medical Officer: P. 5. I, ELLIS, M.A., M.B., B.Chir. (1o 9-1-81)

Laboratory Supervisor: 1. COOK, M.Sc., M.AS M,
Senior Scientist in Charge:
Biochemistry: H. K. M. SELF, B.App.5c.
Yirology: 1. COOK, M.Sc., M.AS. M,

Serology: M. D. STALLMAN, B.Sc., MLAS.M.

Bacteriology: Y. M. COSSINS, B.App.Sc., M.AS.M.

Mpycobacteriology: . M. BLACKLOCK, B.5¢.

Haematology: A. B. FINDLAY, Dip.Med.Tech.,

Cyiogenetics: J. A. BELL, Dip.Med. Tech.

F.ALM.LS.

Forensic Biology: G, J. HARMON, B.App.Sc., Dip.Med. Tech.

I TRODUCTIN

The Laboratory of Microbiclogy and Paihology provides a
public health bacieriology service and a elinkcal pathology service. I is
the anly climical diagnostic virobogy laboraiory in Ouweensland and is
the Siate reference laboratory for luberculosis, clinscal serology,
public health microbiology and foremsic biology., The nconaal
screening programme for phenylketonuria and hypasthyroidism for
Crueenstand s conducied by the laboratory in associatbon with the
Dhivision of Marernal and Child Healih,

The laboratory includes the Institwte of Forensic Pathology
which provides the coronial awiopsy service for Brishane and
surrounding districts. Wolsion Park Hospital is served by a branch of
the laboratory. The Animal Hreeding Siation is situaed a1 The
Moarmaniy.

The laboratiory moved 10 ils present location in the Health and
Wellare Bublding in 1965, With alierarions v the fifth Moor which i is
hoped will soon be completed, there should be adeguate space for the
current activities of the laboratory. Many of the services in the
building such as lifts, boilers, airconditioning, roafing and plumbing
are, however, unsatisfactory or inadequate and considerable problems
have been experienced with their maintenance and repair.

The co-operation during the year of the Government Chemical
Laboratory, Quecnsland hospital laboratories and the metropolitan
hospitals, the Queensland Instiute of Medical Research, the Crueens-
land Police Depariment. C.5.1L.R.0., the Instituie of Medical and
Veterinary Science in Adelaide, the Institute of Clinical Pathology and
Medical Research at Lideombe, the Australian Radiation Labaratory,
the Commonwealth Serum Laboratory, the Commonwealih Health
Labaratorics and the Centers for Discase Control, Atlama, Georgia,
U5.A, i gratelully acknowledged.

STAFF AND GENERAL

The staff of the labaratory consisis of a laboratory supervisor, 10
sembor scienbists, 23 sciendisis, 48 laboratory technicians, technical
assistants and cadets, & nursing sister, 13 clerical staff, 11 laboratory
anendanis and 19 attendants and cleaners. Positions for wo
pathobogists and a medical micrebiologist have remuined vacam
despite advertisements throughout Australin, There continues [0 be &
shortage of pathologises prepared 1o work in forensic patholagy.

Two former direciors of the laboratory were honoured by the
Queensgland Insiifuie of Medical Rescarch. The Derrick-Mackerras
Memorinl Lecture honours Dr E. ). Derrick who was direcior from
1935 10 1947, At the inaugural lecture, Fellowship of the Institute was
comferred on Dr 1, 1. Tonge, director from 1547 o 1979, Dr Tonge
was also honoured by being appointed a Commander of the Order of
the British Empire.

Mr ). Russell retired on I21h January, 1981, after I8 years'
service in the laboratary.

Mr 1. Cairns, a scientiss in the haemalodogy section, was
appointed Co-ordinmor of Country Hospital Laboratores on 25th
May, 1981,

Dy Wilkey is executive secretary of the Country and Metropalitan
Pathology Services Commitbees and is the Stae Governmenl represcn-
tative on the Mational Pathology Accreditation Advisery Council. He
i% a member of the Ked Cross Blood Transfusion Serviee Committee
and has been appointed 1o the Council of the Queensland Institute of

Medical Research. In May=June, 1981, Dr Wilkey visited the United
States and Canada 10 gain knowledge obowt the acereditation and
licensing of laboratorics and the provision of public health and
fofensic laBoratory services,

Dr Ansford is 3 member of the Commirttee to Enguire into Deaths
associmed with Anacthesia and the Queensland Perinaal Maorrality
Committce. Dr Davison iz a member of the Maternal Maorealiny
Commitiee,

Mr M. [ Stallman, senior sceentist in chiarge of the serodogy
sechion, 14 i charge of the WHO/PAQ Collaborating Centre for
Kelerence and Rescarch on Lepiospiresis and is secretary of the Sub-
commiltee on the Taxonomy of Lepiospira of the Imernational
Commitiee on  Systemalic  Bacteriology of the Iniernational
Association of Microbiological Socicties. Mr [N, J. Dawson, a senior
scientist in the ruberculosis seciion, is a corresponding member of the
Bacteriological Subcommittee of the laternational Union Against
Tubereulosis. He is a member of a task group of the Inernational
Waoarking Group on Mycobacterial Taxvonomy and the Working Group
his ddessgnabed the tuberculosis sectwon as 1 of 2 world reference
centres for MAILS serofvping.

Mir F. Bowling, the scientist in charge of the neonatal screening
section, was awarded a Public Heallh Travelling Fellowship by the
Mational Health and Medical Research Council and visited MNew
Fealand, the Unitex] States of Amernca and Brinan o study necnatal
SCTESTIIg PrOgran mes.

A

S1afl members prescated papers 31 meetings of the Roval College
of Pathologists of Australasia Queendand Branch and a1 meetings of
a number of other professional societics. The Mational Annuaal
Scientific Mecting of the Australian Institute of Medical Labosatory
Scientists was held in Brisbane in Seprember, 1980, Several scieniisis
were involved i the organkzation of 1this meding and a aumber of
scientists and technicians atended sessions. Siaffl members of the
laboratory have been authors: and co-authors of 3 number of sciemtific
papers accepled for publication during the year.

Visitors 1o the laboratory included Professor A, Emery,
Professor of Human Genetics, Western General Hospital, Edinburgh;
Professar Peter Beighton, Professor of Human Genetics. University
of Capetown Medical School, South Africa; and Professor R, C.
Johnson, Deparimeni of Microbiology, University of Minpesosa,
LL5.A.

Members of the staffl give lectures and niorials on variows
specinlized subjects ot the University of Queensland, Queenstand
Institute of Technology, and the Police College and Academy.

A number of officers are undemaking Tunher study under the
Public Service Snady Assistanee Scheme. Several officers aitended
special iraining programmes and seminars, and 1wo are taking par in
management and supervision iraining programmes being conducted
by the Depariment of Health.,

Fegisirars undergoing training in anatomical pathology ai
meiropolitan hospitals work in the laboratory in rotation to gain
experience in forensic pathology, This programime (s sow in its fifth
year, and the contribution which the registrars have made 1o the
conduct of the laboraory ks appreciated. Several other registrarsy
worked in appropriate sections of the laboratory as part of their
training in microbiokogy.
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The laboratory was represented an the following conferenoes:
diring the vear:—

Annusl Meeting, Roval College of Pathologists of Austrakasin,
Swdney (Dr 1. 5, Wilkeyk

Annual Mecting. Internaional Acadeny of Pathology (Ags-
prafazian Davisiony, Swdney (D AL ) Ansford):

Annual Sciemific Meeting, Australian Institute of Maodical
Laboratory Scientists, Hrishane;

Annunl Scicatific Mecting, Human Genetics Sociery of Aws-
alasia, Canberra (Mrs 1. Bellk

Annual  Meeting,  Awsaratian Socicry for  Microbiology,
Canberra (3iss 1. M. Murphy and My N, Stallmank

Annual  Conference,  Ausiralian Assocision  of  Clinical
Riochemisgs, Sydmey (3r 1. Savill): j

Australion Seventh International Symposium on the Forensic
Seiences, Svdney (Dr A, 1. Ansford and Mr G. Harmosk

Laboratery Improvement Workshop, Sydney (Mr 1. Savillk

Annual Scientific Mesting, Aerospace Medicing Association,
San Amomo (D 1, 5. Wilkeyl.

SERCMLAHY
Indraduction

There has been a decrease of 3 per cent in seralogical investi-
gatbons this yeas. This ks partly due o a variation 16 the batery of
antigens used For testing cach specimen, Agglatination tests for scrub
phus using Protens OXK antigen are now only performed on
samples received from north of Kockhampion. There has alse been an
increase in tise nember of laboratories performing screcning tess for
syphilis aned rubefla and forwarding only specimens with reactive
results Tar confirmarony tests.

) Fever

During the vear, 281 cases of recent ) fever mfechion were
dingrosed in this laboratory, a decrease of 111 on last year. OF these,
240) were from Cueensland and 41 from Mew South Wales, A four-
fiold rise in antibody tire in paired sera or o titre of 1:64 or greates ina
single serum sample was regarded as bong dagnostic. The goo-
graphical distribution and occupations of the patienis are set oul i
Tables X1 and CXIY,

OF eiphi patients with an ¢levaved tiene to ) phase 2 antigen and a
gitre of ai least 1:128 10 © phase | antigen, five had features of
endocarditis,

Caovielle burreri was isolated by guinea pig innoculation from the
aortic valve of & §3-year-old Briskane man who hod been employed o
a bacon boner for aboul 10 years. Aortic valve replacement Tor
endocarditis was performed. Morphologically there win fvpical O
fever vahvulitis. He had a rise in thre from 1:8 1o 1:256 for both O
phase 2 and phase | antigens in paired sera taken | month apar. The
Fise ik fikee i3 mod consistent with a long-standing infection.

Ericelosis

Rrucellosis was dingmosed in 19 patients on the basis of a four-
fold rise in tiire in paired sera or a litee of 1:128 or grearer in a single
specimen wsing the agglutination test. The geographical disiribution
of the cases i shown in Table CXV. One case of chronic brucellosas
wis detected in a postal assistant who had been a meatwarker 5 years
cartier. DHagnosis was based ona persisting high level of complefiem
fixing amibody and a high titre in the anti-human globulin tess for
Brucelbosis.

Taphius

Two probable cases of ek typhus were diagnosed based on 3
{ioner - fodid Fise in titre in paired serum specimens o a titre of 1:128 or
greater in a single specimen using the agglutination test with Profens
X TP antigen. Complement Nixalion Lests 'u_-.il'lg Rrckettsia praasert
and Bickerista ausiralis antigens wore negative in the serum submined
from both cases w0 tha the diagnosis of tiek ivphus camnot be
confirmed.

Mycoplosma preunseniae '

O the basis of a Four-fold rise in Gire or o titre of 1128 or
preater in a single specimen and a consistent clinical lstary, 63 cases
ol Mycopiasre pueumramiae infection were identified. OF these cases,
3 gecurred in Ouweensland and one in New South Wales. Almsost half
the infections were in children under the age of 15 years.

Arbosbrus Seraliogy

A further outbreak of epidemic polyarthritis caused by Ross
Riser virus infection occurred. The diagnodis in 45 cases was based on
a four-fold rise in titre in the hacmapglutination inhibition andfor
complement  fixation 15, The remainder were identified by
demonstrating the presence of a Ross River specific 1gM antibody.
The geographical dissribution of the 402 cases diagnosed during the
vear is shown in Table CXYI.

Sindbis-specific 1gM antibody was defecied in one patient who
alsor showed Ross River specific IgM antibody. He was a Mkyear-okd
butcher From the metropolitan area who presented with fever, rash,
conjunctivitis and arihralgia,

OFf the 10 group B arbovirus infections, six were diagnosed a5
dengue, one 45 Inpanes: B encephalitis, one as Murray Valley
encephalitis and 1wo remain undiagnosed. Two of the three dengue
caves from Queensland were known 1o have wravelled overseas. The
third was & 46-venr-old female who lived at Cairns. Her clinical
features were fever, headache and a rash which lasted 5 days, She had
been balen severely by mosquitoes § days prios fo the omset of the
ilbness, A rise in titre was obiained to Group B arbovirus. Further 1ests
indicared than the infection was due 10 dengue type 1. This case s of
particular inferest since the patient hod not been ouwiside Ausiralia
recemtly, 10 is possihbe that the infection may have been transmitied
froan am imported case. The other three cases were from Mew South
Wales.

The Japanese 13 encephalitis case hod been in Malaysia priog 1o
her illmess, The one case of Murray Valley encephalitiz was diagnosed
in a 2-vear-old child who lived at Mount Isa, She presented with fever,
eroeplalitis, paralysis and vomiting. A rise in titre was obtained (0
Ciroup B arbovirus from the thiee samples submitted. Further tesis
confirmeed thai the infection was due to Murray Valley encephalitis
VIFUS.

Raoutitee 1esting of serum samples in the Morthern Territory is
continuing. MNinc hundred and eighty-six bovine sera from the
Katherine and Berrimah experimental farms were submitted during
the year.

Arbovirus antigens used in the laboratory are Kindly supplicd by
the Qusensland Instatute of Medical Research.

Measbes Sub-acate Sclerising Panencephalitis

Specimens were submitted rom fwo children with histories
sugpestive of SSPE. Both hod measbes antilssdies in their sera and
cercbro-spinal  Muids, Both patients  were  from  ouiside  1he
melrapalitan area.

S plilis serology

Adl specimens are sereengdd with the astomarsd reagin test (ART),
Sera which are renctive are tested quamitmively by the ART,
Mueorescent reponemal antibody :biﬂl’]ﬂiﬂl‘l Lest :FI'A-AI!SI and the
Treponema pallidum hagmagglutination rest (TPHA)

Leginnnaires” Disease

The indirect Muareicent amibody tess for the disgnosis of recent
cases of Legionnaires’ discase was perfonmed on 604 specimens, bt
no coses were detected. A 3%-vear-old labourer was found 1o have
presumptive evidence of infection; raised serum levels found in this
Inhoratory were confirmed by the Centers for Disease Control, This
man presented with myvocarditis and pulmonary disease.

Tsphoid Fever

Two cases of typhoid fever were diagnosed an the basis of tilres
of 1:128 or greater in a single specimen using the agglutination test for
Salenenelle fypki (H) and (0) antigens; 5. frpdd was isolated from
faecal specimens from both patienss. One patient was a male (rom
Honiara with an undiagnosed fever, and the oaher was a girl from the
metrapolitan area who presenied with fever, vomiting, diarrhoca, o
rash and upper respiracory irac infection.

Mycolic and Parasitic Diseases

Serclogical tests for eryplococcosis, Woxoplasmeosis, hydsidosis,
amoeliasis and schistosominsis are performed in this laboraiory.
Seralogical tests for odher mycotic diseases including histoplasmosis,
coccidipidomycosis  and  blastomycosss, and  parasitic  diseases
including srengyloidiass, rosocariasis and filariasis are not avaikable
in Queensland; serum samples for these tests are senl to the Cenlers
for Disease Control, Atlanta, Georgia.

Cryptococcal antigen was detected 0 serum from iwo patients,
one from the meropolian areas and the other from Townsville. Beth
patients were being investigated for pubmonary imfections and one had
bronchial washings positive for Crvprococcus. A further patienl being
investigated for memngitis had erypococcal antigen in both sequm
and cerebrospinal Mk,

Two patients were dingnosed as having toxoplasmosis on the
basis  of high antibady  litres for  the  Muorescent  and
haemagglutination tests and the prevence of 1gM spexific antibody in
the Tuorescent antibody tess. (e was a Gi-year-old man who
presenied with a dday history of arial fucer, possibly dwe 10
myocarditic. A 25-vear-old man, presented with a l.month history of
night sweats, rigors and dizxiness. This paticnt had been in Mew
Guinea about 2 maonths prios o the onsetl of symploms.

Two paticnts were found 10 have serological evidence of hydatid
diseaie on the basis of a tie in excess of 1:3200in the haemagglutin-
ation test; one patient, with a lesion in the right tung field, also had &
high titre in the complement fixation fes, The other patient was o
Syear-old girl from a farming area who presented with a 12-day
history of abdominal pain.
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Serobogical evidénce of invasive amoebiasis was found in a
21=year-old female from the Solomon Iskands who was found 10 have
an upper abdominal mass after ireaiment with chlosogquine for
malagia.

Lepiospinmsis

Serological evidence of recem leptospiral infection was found in
122 patients. The serovars detected and the geographical distribution
of these patients are se1 ourin Table CXVIL The occupations of the
patients are shown in Table CXVIIL

OFf 313 human sera submitted by the Ministry of Health, Fiji, 83
had an antibody titre of at least 1:50. Serobogical evidence of recent
infection was found in 21 persons. The serogroups identified are
shown in Tabbe CX VI

Sera from 20 pigs were referred 1o the laboratory by the Ministry
of Mawral Resource Development, Republic of Kiribati for
leptospiral sereening tests. All 1ests were negative,

Forty-eaght bovine sera collecied from animals for export were
submitted by the Institute of Medical and Velerinary Scicnee.
Aubelaide, for leprospiral serecming tests with a wide range of serovars.
Muliiple cross reactions to the Hebdomadis serogroup were obrained
in 16 sera. Titres ranged from 1:50 o 1:1600.

Thirty bovine sera were submitted by the Depariment of Primary
Production, Division of Agricubiure and Siock, Berrimah, for resis
for the presence of leptospiral antitodics, Sixtcen had titres of at least
1:50. Ten of these had antibodics 10 serovar herdjo, Tour had angi-
bodies fo serovar pomona and wo hul antibodies 1o serovar
farassovi,

LEPTOSPIROSIS REFERENCE LARORATORY

Culures from the reference colloction and rabbit anti=sera 1o
reference sirains were sent on request 10 institwions in Queenstand,
aiher Australian States, Fiji. Guam, Indoncsia, New Fealand, Papua
MNew Guinea, Hepublic of South Africa and Thailand. Technical
information wis supplicd o institutions in Queensland, New South
Wales, South Australia and India. Professor R. €. Johnson, Depart.
ment of Microbiology, University of Minnesoa, U.S.A., visited the
labaratory.

Two isolates from the Pastenr Institute, Bandung, which
remained 1o be serovared have now been identified. One was serovar
Broomi and the cther has been confirmed 1o be a new serovar of the
Shermani serogroup. It is amicipated that details of this new serovar
will e published.

Of the 1wo unresolved isolates received during 1978-79 from the
Veterinary Laboratory, Bogor, Indonesin, one was grossly con-
taminated and could not e purified and the other is sill being
investigated.

Nineteen of the isolates received during 197980 which remained
to be scrovared have now been identified as serovars foedio (5],
balcarica (7). ballum (1), portera (3), cusiralis (1), zanoné (1) and
sowafizak (1)

This year isolates have been received From Vetcrinary Rescarch
Institute, Department of Agriculture, Parkville 1): Oonoonba
Veterinary  Laboratory, Department  of  Primary  Industries,
Townsville (1) Regional Veterinary Laboratory, Depariment of

Agricultsre, Bairnsdale (11); Animal Health Laboratory, Department |

of Agncaliure, Perth {5k  Regional Veterinary  Laboratory,
Wallenghar (8); Commonwealth Serum Laboratory, Melboamne (1);
Animal Research Instiine, Depariment of Primary  Industries,
Brishane (27); Yeterinary Research Institure, Onderstepoornt, Bepublic
of South Africa (2): Burcau of Animal Industry, Manila, Philippines
(1), Ome strain was isalated from a blood culure submined 1o the
labormory. Twenty-five of these srains have now been serovared as
povmong {19 and hardjo (6).

Since the last publication of a list of lepiospires isolated in
Australia, a member of changes have oocurred, The 23 serovars which
have now been isolated in Australia are lisded in Table CXIX,

The inawgural mecting of the Auwswralian New Fealand
Leptospinoses Special Interest Group was held this vear in Canberra in
conjunction with the Ausiralian Society of Microbiology mesting, The
aim is vo further the knowledge of those engaged in work with
leprospiroses. The laboratory will panicipate in information exchange
and quality controd. Mr Stallman presenied a paper at this mecting
entitled “*ldendification and Classification of Leprospira.”

Mr Stallman is seeretary of the Subcommittee on the Taxonomy
of Leprospira and has been engaged in preparing a standardized
method for the identification of serovars, i is hoped thai this can be
finalized mext year. Satisfactory progress is being made in the
preparation of a catalogue of published seravars of Leptospira, Some
delays have been experienced as a result of disagreemeni amongs:
commitiee members on valid publications of scrovars. 1 s capecied
that these problems can be solved before the next mceting of the Sub-
committes on the Taxonomy of Leptospira to be held during the
Congress of International Association of Microbiological Socicties in
1982,
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BACTERIOLOMGY

The bacweriology section received 38 483 specimens om which
134 120 eests were carried our, There was a substantinl increase, 22 per
went, in the public health bacteriology, i.e. food and water tesling.
This was due, in part, 1o the State-wide Fibrie cholevae surveillanee
Programme.

Chalera

All faccal specimens received were tested for the presence of
Fitrio chederae, Moo clinical cases of cholera were detecied in
Oueensland ihis year.

Surveillance of water supply imakes throughout Queenstand has
cominued with the assistance of Commonwealih Health Laboratories
in Cairms, Townsville, Rockhampton and Toowoomba and the
Brishane City Council Water Laboratory, No isolations were made by
the Commonwealth Health Laboratories, but five sirains of I
eholerar, serotype Inaba, have been isodated from intake poinis in
arcas south of Gladuone and east of the Great Dividing Range.
Results of testing of four for toxin production are available asd three
were found to be raxigenic. The non-toxigenic sirain was isolated by
the Brishane Ciy Council Water Laboratory from an arca where a
non-toxigenic sirain had been isokated lasi vear. Three strains have
now been phage ivped and all are different types. The micro-arganism
was issdated on only one occasion from cach site and was not grown
from treated water, A toxigenic sirain of V. cholerre, seratype Inaba
and similar phage type 1o Logan River drains, was isplaned from river
water used for recremtional activitees in south-east Cueensland.

The sewerage treaiment planis of Beaudesert and Palen Creck
Prison Farm have been monitored since 151 Janoary, 1981, A 1otal of
120 swabs hove been examined and six isolations of V. cholerar,
serodype Inaba, have been made from Beaudesert sewage, Five strains
so far tested were found 1o be toxigenic, and the 1wo sirains which
have been phage typed are similar in (vpe 1o the Logan River isolates.
By placing swabs in various sowerage lines, one particular area of the
1own was shown 1o be positive. Unfortunately, the area was still 100
large for individual westing when the micro-organism ceased being
detected apparently due 1o 1he onset of cooler weather. Monitoring of
the freatment plant s continuing.

V. vholevae has been isolated from 24 samples of river water.
Only one isolaie of I, cholerar, serotype Inaba, which was woxdgenic
and of the same phage type as strains previously iselaed from the
Tirishane River. was found by the Brisbane City Council Water Lab-
oratory. This single isolation is a marked change from last year when
there were 31 isolations from the Brishane Biver and the Mownl
Croshy Water Treatment Plant.

e non-toxigenic isolate of V. choferae, seroivpe Inaba, was
grown from the Morth Pine Dam.

A programme has co ed 10 m the Alberi, Logan,
Brisbane and Morth Pine Rivers for the presence and persistence of P
choferae. The objective is to gnther base-line environmental duta on
the survival of ¥, chelerae in the fiour rivers over the 3 vears from
JBI-'IUE'"}'.- 1981 no December, 1983, The Division of Public Health
Supervision, the Government Chemical Laboratory and the S1are
Health Laboratory are collaborating in this survey. Fortnightly
samples from the Logan and Albert Rivers and monihly sampbes from
the Brishane and Pine Rivers are being 1esied.

In the first & months of this study, 22 isslations have been made,
Ten strains were grown from the Logan River svsiem and 12 sirains
frome the Albert River system. One sirain from the Logan system was
non-doxigenic V. choferre, scrotype Ogawa. The remainder were #,
cholerar, serotype Inaba. The 16 strains so far tested were toxigenic.
The highest vibrio count was 29 per litre, Six of the Inaba sirains have
been phage 1yped and are identical iypes. ¥, choleror has been grown
from a river sample when the wmer emperniure was 13.3°C,
Previously, no isolations had been made when water remperature was
below 175C,

Phage typing was dome by Dr J. V. Lee of Public Heakh
Laborsory Service, England; bioiyping was performed by the
Commonwealth Institute of Healih, Sydney, and toxigenicity siudies
were carried out by D Luke, La Trobe University, Melbousne,

Enterspathogens

During the year Saferovrella b, phage type N, was solated
from three members of a Brishane family. The initkal isolation, from a
I0-year-old girl, was made by the Mater Hospital and forwarded 10
this labosatory for confirmation. Faceal cultures from both parents
grew 5. Al of ihe same phage type. The father, aged 4% years, had
had tvphoid 28 vears before.

The rtln:limn,g . e olatons wene received as culiures for
identification from Honfara in the Solomoen [dands. Phage ivping was
done by the Microbiological Diagnostic Unit in Melbourne,

One hundred and seven strains of other Salmonckla species
recovered from faeces were submitted to the Salmonells Reference
Laboratory, Insstute of Medical and Veterinary Science in South
Australia for serofyping.



Enderic pathogens isolated from clinical specimens are listed in
Table CXX.

There has beem a considerable increase in the number of
wolations of strains of Salmonella species from food and environ-
mental souarces {Table CXXI).

Eighty-cight samples of unopened oysters were tested and
Salmoncliae were isolated from three. Ten strains were isobated (rom
206 samples of dehydrated noodle-based quick cooking meals. Thiry
samples of frozen piza were examined and five srains were isolared.

Meisseria

Metsseria gomsrrhoene was identified from 765 patients, and teiis
were performed on 742 of these strains do determine the minimal
inhibitory concentration of pemicillin (Table CXXII). Only eight
patients were confirmed as having A-lactamase reducing siraing of N
ponorekoear. Seven of these patients were known to have had contact
in the Philippines; one patient had nel been outside Queensland.

Twelve solations were made from pharyigeal cullures (six from
males and six from females), and 41 isolaions were made from recial
swahs (0 from males and one [rom a female).

The laboratore has continued ils panticipation in an inersfate
sudy group investigating methods and results of penicillin testing, All
but one of the participating laboralories have changed to a uniform
method of testing. Uniformily between laboratorics allows mare
sccurate records 1o be kept of the changes in penicillin sensitivity of
isolares of N goworrhoeae in Australia, It has been noted here and in
other Siates that there is an increase in the number of more resistant
stpains, particularly in the 812 meg/ml range.

Neigwerta mreninpinidis was iwolated from genital sites on Tour
occasions, and in one case, N, pomorrhosre was also grown. An
polate of N, meriagitidis Groap © (rom cerebrospinal fluid was
received for Iyping.

Melinkdosis

Two culiures of Powdmronas peeaomaller were received for
identification. Boah isolates were from blood cullures from a S0-vear-
old female from Thursday lskand.

Diphiheria

All five sirains of Coryrebacterinm diphifieviae isolated during
the year were non-toxigenic. Three of the culiures were from car
swabs of a $1-vear-old male and were collecied over o period of 5
months, The sher isolales were Trom an car swab of a 6%vear-odd
male ond from pus from an axillary abscess of a Mvear-old mabe.

survelllance of Imporied Frosen Pre-Cocked Prawas

Only [rozen pre-cooked prawns which medl the prescribed
standards of MOHM.R.C. are imported into  Australia. The
bacteriological examination of prawns being imposied through the
Part of Brishane is carried out in this laboratory., During the year, 91
samiples exch consisling of five units, were rested and six failed 10 moct
the prescribed standard: Soieroaelis species were detected in four
samples and two samples had excessive counis of coagulase-pasilive
Staphwococout anres.

Cigumtern Toxin

Only one sample of fsh was tested during the year for the
presence of ciguatera toxin, and i was non-toxic. The reduction in
samples tested does not necessarily mean & reduction in the number of
people affected as samples were tested only if the fish involved was a
species which had ot previously been known to be toxic of if the
climical diagnosis wos mot definiie.

Ouithipeaks of Gastro-intestinal Iness

Food samples and /or Taceal specimens were examaised [rom cight
cutbreaks of gasiro-imestinal iflness which were invesiigaied by
offteers of this labormory and the Divisson of Public Health Super-
wision, Details are summarieed in Table CRXTILL

Salmonellae were responsible for five incidenss. In one outhreak
invalving approximately 30 people, no food was available for testing,
bt 5. farimg was isolated from two patbents and from the coober used
1o carry both cooked and uncooked chickens. In an incident invalving
18 people, no faccal speaimens were available bl 5. singapone was
proawn from cooked chicken, ham and pointo salad. [t s believed thag
the ham amd potato salad were cross-confaminated by the chicken.
The chilcken invalved in this ingident was purchased from the same
Cimke-a-waytt food supplier as the chickens consumed by the families
in two other outbreaks caused by 8. singapare. In apother incident, 21
persons were affected apparently by Bacillus cereus in fried rice which
was found 10 contain over a million organisms per gram.

In ihe largest cwbreak involving 172 cases, enfercloxin A-
produsing Stephylocoocs aureus was isolated from faccal specimens
from seven patkents. the hands of a food-handler, the moestrils of &
sevond [ool-handler and from cooked chicken and fish. The chicken
contained over 300 milion 5. qurews per gram. The fish, which had
nearly a thowand S oureles per gram, was probably crods.
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comaminated by the chicken, This food was prepared for a
smosgashord luncheon in mid-summer and had been allowed to sand
a1 ambient temperatures for a prolonged period.

Meas rolls, prepared ai breakfast and eaten for lunch, were
responsible for an incident involving 35 people. High numbers of 5.
aierens were grown from left-over rolls, bat no specimens were
available from the paticnts.

MYCOLOGY AND PARASITOLOGY

Pathogenic fungi isolated or detected during the year are listed in
Table CXXIV and parasites found in clinical specimens in Table
CXXY.

MY COBACTERIDLOGY
Introduction

The tuberculosis laboratery examined a total of 24 644
specimens, This incleded 124 culures submitted from other cenires
fur various tests and 141 porcine aorlic heart valve fragments tesied
for exclusion of Mycobacrerfum chelones contamination.

The actual number of specimens received was in excess of 24 644,
In the interests of efficiency it las beoome mecessary to maintain an
average daily workload of around 100 specimens. In) somme chses,
sputum specimens submitied simulianeously from the same patient
are combined and processed as a single specimen. There is so far no
evidence that this practice detracts from the dingnostic valse of
resulis.

Variastions in the decomamination fechnigue have been
introduced to cater for the inercased number of non-sputum
specimens submitted, and improved culiure medin are used for
isolation of mycobacteria with fastidious growth requirements.

Tuberculosis work For Queensland i pow contralized in this
secthon. Pathology trainees from Princess Alexandea and Toowoeomba
Mospirals, nursing siaff from Prince Charles Hospital doing cardio-
thoracie raining and students from variows institwions have visited
the labaratory for training in this subject.

Disgnastic Tests

Mycobacteriner fuberculosis was grown from maerial submitied
from 114 patients including six isolates from genito-urinary sites and
fowar Troem Domph nodes.

Mycobacrorium bovis was wolated from six PETSONG, five af
whom had pulmonary disease. In the oller case the organism was
isolated from synovial Muid and urine, BCG (attcnuated M. Bovis)
was recovered Trom material subminted from iwo children with
complications of vaccinalian.

A total of 200 arypical mycobacieria solated from 179 persons
were ilentified (Table CRXVI).

ldentification was done only on multiple tube isolates. A repeal
set of tests was done if the person wis still bacteriologically positive
after & months. Myoobacreria of the MAIS complex were isolaled
from 135 persons and isolates from 100 of these were serovared (Table
CXXVIL A total of 167 straing were serovared as some persons had
repeal confirmatory iests.

Forty-four persons excreling organisms of the MAIS complex
had been bacteriologically positive in the previous years. There were
26 mew paticnts with clinically significant pulmonary infections. These
have had positive smears with repeated isolalions of (he Same SCrovar,
Seven children with Ivmphadenitis had SAIS isolaed from bymph
nodes—two were serovar 43 (Gawse), two were unclassified and the
othiers were 16 (Yandle), 19 (Darden) and 28. Several culiures of the
MAIS comples submitied from patients in Sydney Hospitals were
subjected o selected tests,

Mycobacterivm konsasii was isolated from two with
pulmonary discase. One of these had first been positive in 1979 and
head refapsed.

The newly recognized species, Mycobacleriunt aEialicnm, was
{solnted from three persons. One of these has been posilive sinee 1977,
another has bronchiectasis and the history of the other is unknown.
AL asigiicasn was first isodated in Hungary from healthy monkeys
used for sciemific work.

Mycobacterium marinuer was isolated from an clbow besion of a
male aged 34 years. Mycobacteriwm fortufum was isolated from four
males and a female who developed necrotic cutaneous lesions afier
injury. One was isolated fram an elbow lesion and the other four from
leskons in the lsg-ankle-Toot area.

Mycobacierivm chelpnei was conudered 1he causative organism
of disease in four cases, all males. Onc of the isolates was made from
pilmonary material and the others from cutancows lesions which
developed after injuries 1o the arm, back and ankle, respectively.

Mycobaclerium  smregrtaris is rarely isolated from  clinical
material. It was isolaved on two scparaic occasions from the
preauricular lvmph pode of 2 2-year-obd gitl. Several cultures from
cans received From the Veterinary School, University of Queensland,
were also identified as M. tmegemaiis.

SRS



95

Myvoobacierium Aaernopiifim, another nowly recognized species,
was cultured from material from a sub-mandibular lymph node of a
4-monih-old male infant who was oiherwise healihy. The node was
resected and healing was uneventiul. This organism would not have
been isolated withoul the use of special media.

Sensitivity Testing

There were 226 isolates of M. nwberculosis, M. bovis and BCG
which were tested for sensithvity 1o repiomycin, INAH, ethambuol
and’ rifampicin including 104 cultures received from Papua New
Giginea and the Solomon lslands. If resistance @5 present, ihen
cycloserine, ethionamide, capresmycin and thiscelazone are fesied.
As PAS it no longer used routinely for anti-tuberculous therapy,
sensitivity testing 1o that compound hos recently been discontinuwed.
Pyrazinamide sensitivity testing is nod dome because of technical
difficuliies.

There were 93 patients with M. rubercrilosis who were known (o
have had no previous therapy, Primary drug resistance was found in
four patients. Two strains were resistant (o sirepromycin anly, and the
others were resistant o streptomycin and [NAN.

_Filflty isolates of atypical mycobacteria were iested for sensitivity
iir eighi anti-tuberculous drugs.

Dise diffusion sensitivity testing 0o a wide range of antimicrabial
agents was done rowtinely on 17 possibly significant rapisdly growing
mycobactenia,

Reference Labaratory

Two isolates from BOG vaccination lesions were forwarded by
the Institute of Medical and Veterinary Science, Adelaide, Tor con-
firmation of identity. Resailis obtained in Adelaide had thown that the
sirains had properties nod in keeping with the BCG sirain. It was
found that one of the strains was, in fact, M. bovis var BOG, but the
other could nod be differentiated from M. teberculosis, Workers in
Adelaide are preparing a publication dealing with the incident.

A further 29 bolates of MAIS comples from Japancse patients
have been forwarded by Dr Michio Tsukamura, Mational Chubu
Hospital. There is a predomimance of serovar 16 and auto-
agglutinating strains among Japanese isolates, an obscrvation which
suggests an unussal epidemiological piciure. The autoagglutinaring
sirains are being examined by Dr P. J. Brennan of the Mational
Jewish Hospital and Research Center, Denver, Colorade. 1t is hoped
thay chromatographic studies of their lipids will show whether the
auicagglutinating sirains belong 1o only one or several serovars. Dy
Tsukamura has also submitted 16 sirains connected with his study of
the effect of UV light on M. scrofidacenm, Some of the resulis have
boen published.

MAIS isolates for serotyphivg have been forwarded by the Animal
Rescarch Instituie, Yeerongpilly; St. Vincent's Hospital, Sydney and
the Prince of Wales Hospital, Sydney.

Reference cullures and technical advice concerning serotyping
have been provided 1o the Animal Rescarch Instinne, Yeerongpilly,

Special Projects

(i) The finding that three consecutive specimens of bronchial
washings submitted by a large general hospital were culiure-positive
for & MAIS serovar suggested that specimen contamination had
oceurred. The specimens had been collected through a fiberoplic
broschowcape over a period of | week. Becawse of their tubular design
and delicate structure, bronchoscopes are difficull 10 sierilizs and the
possibility of camry-over of ofganisms from one patient 0 the
specimen of the pext must always be considered, Investigation showed
that the first patient cxamined was a genuine excretor of MAIS
organisms, and that the other patients had no signs of mycobacterial
disease. The carry-over of organisms was due 1o inadequate steriliz-
ation of a lube leading Trom the bronchoscope 1o the collection vessel,
The bronchoscope itsell had been adequately sterilized beiween uses.,
A publication dealing with the incident is being prepared.

(i) A young child living on a farm in Norh Queensland was
found to have cervical lymphadenitis caused by M. infracelfliniare ser 7,
The housshold water came from a tank and a well, and since il is
thought that the organisms causing cervical lymphadenitis come from
drinking water, a health inspector arranged for mycobacteriological
examinution of the water supply. Mot unexpectedly, MALS organisms
were culiured from samples from both the ank and the well.
However, serological study showed that these were serovar 16 and
nontypable, respectively.

(i} Collaboration is continuing with Dr Brennan in Denver inan
effort 1o improve the specificity of the seroagghsiinnion procedure.
Laboratory isolates are being forwarded periodically to Dy Brennan
for lipid analyses which ideniify the specific agglutinating antigen.
The work is especially helpful with sirains which are podential new
serovars. Five distinct serovars, which have not previously been
identificd, have beem detected in the past vear,

iv) A soudy conducted 3t the Queensland Insitare of Medical
Research in the carly 1960%s led 10 the conclusion that culiure of bone
marrow was wieful in establishing a diagnosis in patients excreting
atypical mycobacteria. However, although several hundred marrow

specimens have been examined subsequently at the State Health Lab-
oratory, no atypical mycobacteria have been isolmed; some of the
specimens  were  from  palients with  unequivocal evidemee of
pulmonary atypical mycobacteriosis. This observation cast doubt on
the validity of the conclusion of the earlier study. Since the original
molates and the clinical records of patients were available for re-
cxamination, an independen study was carried out. The majority of
isolates belonged o the MAIS complex and serological study
indicated thar several specimens had been comaminated from a
common source, Furthermore, some solates came from patients with
o other evidence of mycobacierial disease. There were differences in
the identity of spulem selates compared to bone marrow isalates in
some patients. A report of the study has been accepted for publication
with the conchusion that culture of bonie marrow has no place in the
investigation of suspected atvpical mycobacieriosis.

VIRODLOGY

Virms lsodations

~ The virology section received & 555 specimens for virus isolation.
Virwses were isolated from | 481 specimens from | 421 patients (Table
CXXYII, The various clinical syndromes with which the viruses
were associated are shown in Table CXXIX.

Inflecnza virkies were isolated ai low levels through July to
Movember, peaking in September. Influcnza  A/Bangkok/1/79
(H3MNZ) ovcurred during July (1 fanal case) and Avgusi, bul was
abruptly replaced in September by isolages resembling A/ Texas/ 1777
(H3M), InMuenza B/ Singapore/222/T9, a new variant of B/Hong
Kong. was numerically the dominant influcnza throughout the peried.
A curious small outbreak of influenzal lness occurred in Brishane in
February, 1981, One infleenza sirain was isolnied from a contact and
was identilied as A/Brazl 1078 (HIMI).

Respiratory syncytial virus occurred infrequently from July 1o
October, but an unusually early and much larger outbreak began in
February, 1981, peaked in March and April and cominsed through
May and June. Fluorescent antibody iesting again proved valuable
allowing quick notification of positive specimens.

The total of emerovirus isolations was down on previous vears
because of the absence of the usual summer epidemic. Consequently,
the number of diagnoses of viral meningitis was considerably reduced.
Cases of hand, foot and mouth discase associated with Coxsackievirus
Adb were widespread through July 1o February. Only one poliovirus
molate was associated with paralysis. This was from a Papea Mew
Gininea patient.

From January, 1981, the laboratory has been typing all isolates of
herpes simplex virus by means of an enzyme immunoassay. Results
have conformed closely with previous findings, .. isolaies from
Icsl_nm_. ﬂthtr than genital are wswually type 1if they occur above the
waist incleding arma, and type 2 if found below the waiss.

Genital isolates are likely o be type 2, but an appreciable
proportion are tvpe 1. From results obtained, 10 per cent of male
geniial isolates and 27 per cent of female genital isolates were type 1,

An unusual case of herpes simplex virus infection was seen in a
I0-vear-old male with leukacmia, Herpes simplex tvpe 2 was
repeatedly molated from recurrent generalized vesicular lesions, Sero-.
logically there was a marked increase in CF thres vo vanicella-roster
(V=) viros, but no antibodies 10 herpes simplex could be detected
despile repeated desting. This is an imercsting example of an
anamnestic response 1o V-Z virus triggered by herpes simplex, with
which it shares ceriain aniigens, but, presumably due fo impairment
of the patient’s immunc system, there 13 no production of antibody 1o
the new challenge virus, herpes simples.

Hepatitis Serology

A total of 5 816 seva were lested for hepatitis B surface antigen by
radic-immunoassay technigues, and 152 sera from 104 patients were
found 1o be positive (Table CRXX). This is a 16 per cent indrease on
the 1o al specimens For 1458 vear, bur much of this increase repressnged
more frequent monitoring of patients of the renal unil a1 Princess
Alexandra Hospital. The labormory s now performing tests twice-
weekly in order 1o improve the service. During the vear, 162
paramedical gafl were tested for antibody to surface amtigen and five
were found positive.

An imponant event was the introduction in January, 1981, of
tests for hepatitis A IgM amibody using Abboll laboratories’
HAVAB-M. Due to expense, this vest has been performed only on sera
selecied according 1o clinical history. In the 6-monath period, 680 sera
were tested, and 31 sera from 23 patients were found positive,

Assay for Clostridium difficile 1oxin

The number of liswue cullure assays for Clostridine dififoie
roxin i facces amd broth culiures of Bolates hay increased along with
greater demand for the test. A tofal of 690 facces were iested of which
146 from 88 patienis were positive Tor toxin (Table CXXXI).



HEAEMATOLNGY

There has been a decrease in the workload of this section over the
vear. The actual decrease is less than the figures would suggest as there
has beer a change in the method of recording the number of Vitamin
B12 and folate assays pesformed. Sinoe April, 1981, ferritin assays
have been performed in the biochemisiry section.

A total of 350 samples were cxamined for the presence of
abnormal haemoglobins, Thirty-five cases of a-thalassemia and At
cases of A-thalassemia were detected. In addition, there were Tour
cases of heterorygous haemoglobin E and | case each af hasmoglobin
Lepore, &8 thalassemia, HBS (rait and GgPD deficiency. It is
imtended 1o introduce quantitative assays of red cell enzymes nest
year. The present mehasds are simply screening procedures,

During the vear, 124 specimens were submitted for examination
fior malaria. Eleven cases were detected of which 10 were P, vivax and
ane P firlciperuer, A further 79 positive speaimens diagresed in ogher
laboratorics and relerred 1o the Commonwealih Instiue of Health in
Sydncy were reviewed.

A radioimmunoassay is now available to detect haman choromc
gonadarrophin in blood or urine. This tesi makes it possibde to detect
prégrancy prior 1o the first missed period. The method is currenily
being asscssed with a view te introduging it in the coming year.

RIOCHEMISTRY

Commencing fh October, 1980, any suitable specimens peceived
by this laboraiory ToqUining onc oF more estmains available on the
SALAC multiple channel chemical analyser are submitted o Princess
Alexandra Hospital for testing. Mormally, if the specimen is recgived
by 11.3004.m., the results are available for posting or tefexing the same
day. Lipid profile, iron studies. thyroid function tests as well as
miscellaneows tes1s and those of an wrgent nature arg still performed at
this labaratory.

This section continwed 1o co-operate with the Noional Heart
Foundation and is receiving specimens from Cairns and Townsville, as
well as Brisbans, Tor lipid tests, 10 is participating in an epidemio-
logical sorvey that will necessitane further estimations in 3 years time.
Lipid profils, including estimation of apolipoprotein, have been
carried oul for the Department of Social and Preventive Medicine,
University of Quecnsland.

The estimation of ferritin has been iaken over by this section, and
3 complete range of iron studies is now reported.

A fommnightly hiochemical quality control programame (or couRLry
nospital lnboratories is maintaised by this seclion.

CYTOLENETICS

There has been enly a very slight increase in the number of tests
carried out by this section during the past year. The major somponent
of 1the work of this section cominues 1o be chromosome studics of
amniotic Muid, In view of the cost of this tess and lmitatkons on staff
and laboratory facilities, specimens have only been accepted for this
test from patienis in recognized risk growps since January, 1981,

[ruring the year, 404 amniotic Muids were submitted for cullure
aml chromosome analysis, Ten abnormalities were detected amd as a
resull of these disgnoses, six pregnancies were ferminated. Two
pregnancies in which Down’s Syndrome was pradicied were allowed to
progress 1o term when ihe syndrome was confirmed. The
abnormalities detected in amniodic Muid, Mood and bone manmow
specimens submitied are listed in Table CXXXIL.

A mew fechnmigue for staiming “fragile sites” on ihe X
chromosome has been inrodiced. This **lragile siie'’ s preseni in
males with X-linked memal retardation and s invaluable in
determining familics with this disease, 115 also presenl in maost carmier
fernales and can be wseful when counselling such women concerning
risks of mental retardation in fuwlure gencrations.

Tavis st T members co-operated with the Queensland Instinste of
Technodogy in the conduct of o 15-week course in Cylogenetics at the
Instinute. This bs the first time in Australia thas sech a course has been
hebd, and 18 students were enrolled.

Renovations of the new premises on the Sth Moor are almost
complete, and the laboratary should be rebocated in the near fusure.

NEONATAL SCREENING SECTION

The meonatal screening programme tested 36 000 infans whoe
were born in Queenstand during e vear for phenylkslonuria ansd
congenital  hypethyroidism.  Theee  cases  of  hyperphen-
vlalamaeemia/‘phenvlketonuria and ning cases of congenital hypo-
thyroidism were detected. The rates of incidence of these disorders in
the communily were, respectively, 1 per 12 000 and | per 4 500 live
Brirths.

Elevared levels of phenylalanine were detected in samples from
125 infapis bl were not confirmed a5 bring due 1o phenylketonuria
giving a **false positive™ screening rate of 0.03 per cent.

Sy

Low levels of thyroxine were shown in 2.8 per cent of infant
sumples tested. Follow-up blood spot or serum sample testing from
these infants did ned indicate congenital hypothyroidism. Many of
these low Lhyrosine levels in infams were found to be due to bow levels
of thyseid hormone carricr proteins, A test procedure is being
investigaed to measure this in an endeavour 1o lower the recall rate.

Sever of the nine cases of congenital hypothyroidism were
females. Four children had ihyrodd scans performed. Ome was
athyrentic, twe had small glands and one with a large gland was
thought 1o have a dyshormonogenesis, The average age of abnormal
infants delected by the programme at onset of reament was 14 days
{mimmm 6; maximum 210 Al these infanis are now under treatment
and appear to be developing normally.

The time taken 1o send a request Far follow-up tests on an infant
with a possible abnosmality on screcning has been eut by the use of the
nebex.

Mew-born screening procedures for galactoscmia and cystic
{ibrosis and screening for maternal phenylalanaemia are being
investigated.

Mr B, Bowling was awarded a Naiional Health and Medical
Riesearch Council 1ravelling fellowship which enabled Rim 1o visit
new-born screening centres in New Zealand, the United States of
America, Canada and England.

The screening programme in  (Quecnsiand wses  technical
procodures similar 1o those used in Lhe @verseas programmes, smd
asrangements wete made for imerchange of methods and control
materials.

A number of hese centres screen for a member of congenital
defects, but screening for several of these is probably only jpustificd in
densely populated regions with large mumbers of residents belonging
1o ethnic groups ar risk. Some centres screen for maternal
phenslalanaemia which has been thown to be harmful 1o the foetus,

FORENSIC BIOLOGY

During the vear, 841 submissions were recaived lor sciemtific
examination, 27 more than the previous year. The majority were
received from the Police Depariment; others were reccived from
povernment medicnl officers, pathologists from the Institute of
Forensic Pathodogy, general practitioners, defence barmisiers and
solicitors, members of the Roval Papua New Guinea Constabulary
v the Solomon Islands Police Force.,

liems veceived for examination included elothing, bedding,
wedpons, hair, bood, saliva and swabs from complainants and
suspects, Scientists, al the request of Police, examined scenes of crime
on 13 occasions,

Schentists gave evidence in court on 130 occasions, 24 more than
the previous wear. This reflecis the greatly increased workload
capericnoed during the year.

During the vear, 14 requests were received for patermity testing.
A expanded range of tests has been imrodsced, Tests performed now
comprise the Tolbowing:—

ARG, Rh (including CW), MNS5, Hapioglobin (a paly-
maorphic serum groap), Keel, fl.‘l-l._nﬂq Duffy and P. It i
anticipated that the polymorphic encyme systems PGM
(Phosphoglucomutase) and AK (adenylate Kinasc), will
be added during 1981-82.

INSTITUTE OF FORENSIC PATHOLOGY
During the vear, | 104 coronial autopsics were per formed. Stalf
pathobogists macde 22 irips 10 country areas to perform 26 aulopshes in
1% c:su of hemicide or suspected homicide and four fatal aircrafl
accidents.

Registrars spent terms a1 the Instilute during the year as part
of the rotpiional training scheme for Pathology regisirars from
meiropoliian hospatals.

Sudden Infani Deaih Syndroeme

The medical stalf are continuing 1o participate in the epidemio-
logical project being carried out in conjunction with a study @ the
Hoval Children's Hospital, Melbourne, and supported by a grant
from the Cueensland Sodden Infam Deah Syndrome Ressarch
Foundaniom,

Fatal (tMeander Potsaning

A Fvear-old girl came to awiopsy having apparenily ingested
leaves and/og fruit of the yellow oleander { Fheverla peruviena), The
dingnosis was confiomed a1 Prince Charles Hospital by radio-
immunoassay using antibodies of differential specificity towards
cardiac glycoshdes.

1t was calculated that only 1o leaves may have been fecessany 10
produce the levels of cardiac glycoside found in the heart of this child.
This case confiems the potential danger of ingesting oleander leaves o
fruit and the possible niefulnes of digoxin assay. A sudy is now
planned in conjunction with 1he Depanment of Pmbology, University
of Dueensland Velerinary School, in which serum digoxin assays will
be performed on sheep suffering from known olcandsd poisoning.
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COUNTRY HOSPITAL LABORATORIES SECTION

The number of tests performed in couniry hospiial laboratories
increased by 19 per cent 1o an average of approximately 9 000 1ests
per month. The increased workload corrcspomds 1o o decrease in the
mumber of tesis referred 1o the Siate Health Laboratory from the
country laboratories reflecting the developments which have taken
place in the country laboratories in recent vears,

A confinuing education programme in haemaology  was
commenced this year. The country labosatories forward abnormal
bloaodd smears, with relevant clinscal information, to the haemaiology
aeciion. The smears are processed and then distributed 10 exch of the
country laboratories. Cheality contral programmes for haemoglobin
cslimation and coagulaiion studies are being organieed. A bio-
chemical quality comtrel programme s maintained by the bio-
chemisry section.

The present sysiem of deiermining workbead and safl require-
menis is largely dependent on the number of wsis performed by the
laboratory. As mose laboratories arc acquiring awlomaled insru-
meenls, these figures are becoming less useful and a system based on
numbers of tests performed, methodology, instrumentation and the
number of hours worked is to be assessed. This may resall in & more
meaninglul comparison of laboratory workloads.

An annual Country Hospital Scientiss Meeting s held in
Hrisbane as part of the continuing education programme. This vear
the meeting was held 1o coincide with the Mational AIMLS
Conference in 5S¢ . 1950, A hacmoszasis workshop was
conducted by Mr A. Findlay of the hasmatology section and Mr T.
Forster of the Queenstand Institute of Technology. The workshop
mvilved a discussion of the variows reagents available and the reasons
why certain products are preferred followed by a laboratory session
using the s previously recommended. This warkshop has Eaid
the foundations for the introduction of o coagulation quality control
programme. This section is grateful 10 Mr T. Forster for his assistance
and 1o the QIT for providing the necessary facilities,

The section has continued 1o co-operate with the S1atc Stores
Board in preparing contracts for laboratory reagents and cquipment.
These contracts are designed 1o cater for the requirements of hospital
laboratories and encourage the standardization of eguipmeni and
methods used throughout the State.

WOLSTON PARK LABORATORY

Since February, 1979, the lboratory located in Wolston Park
Hospital has funclioned as a branch of this laboratory. Four siaff
members are stationed there and undenake a range of laboratory
investigations. Some specialized tests are provided by the main
laboratory and some by Royal Brishane Hospital. There has
continued 1o be an increase in the work of the laboratory, the average
workload rising from about 2 500 ics1s per month last year to 3 GO0
tesis per month.

There was a further outhreak of shigellosis in a geriatric nursing
unit and monitoring for hookworm is continuing,
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TABLE CXIII
GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF O FEVER CASES

Dhistrict Mumber
{hueensland—
DOl NI o ke S e St St o e 33
Muaryborough ...... o
Boockhaamplnm . & 20 e s e 18
Mfackay .. coooonennn 11
Townsville ............. 14
Lz ] Ty T BN R P 26
Darling Downs ; 42
BOM . oovvvivnnrvenninss : 15
Ceniral West oovvninn L]
e e e S A L 18
- e L e e 240
e T e e s L R R et 1318
Mew Sourk Waless—
T R 16
Mew England 3
B, o= e SR S L e R e 2
Ol R B ) i e i i b s aan G5 S w s S e 41
L ) B e e et bl s Maie e ' 53
GRANT TOTAL .......oonmnnrssvirim s manss 281
TABLE CXI1V
OCCUPATIONAL DISTRIBUTION OF O FEVER CASES
Ocecupation Mumber
L [T e e 150
Dairy Industry 4
O e 77
Linspeci y
Total ..... 281
TAERLE CXYV
BRUCELLOSIS INFECTIONS ON SEROLOGICAL EVIDENCE
Dhisrrict Mumbser
Chreensland—
v [ F T T T 7
Moreion . ......... I
Hockhampton... I
T TN O o i o W B el s K Ry A k]
i Ty T S 3
T R e L e B L e 2
Total IFED=B ......oooorimrrniieicinren s re s srasmsamann I7
Tobil |8 - ocnr sl i s e L
Mew Sourh Hales—
D I e sain iw e MAR AR A WAR AF A 2
O LR L e nter bm e 'y e R = 2
A5 T e B 1 R e e o e S Tl 19
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TABLE CXXVI TABLE CXXIX
ATYPICAL MYCOBACTERIA VIRLS ISOLATIONS FROM CLINICAL CASES
(179 Persons)
Mumber
No. of Diagnosis Virus of Cases
Species or Species Complex Paticnts Aseptic, meningitis,
encephalins,
M, RS L sissnovs e s s s 2 paralysis ... Mumps WS 5
M. asiaticum .., s 3 Consnckievirus A%,..........., 10
M. mavinum.... 1 Coxsackievirus Bé............, i
M. pordonee ... 2 Bohovirus2 ..o o 4
M.-‘I'nvm'm 1 Bchovirue Basiiviinvininnas 2
M. avizm=M. m'rmrrmrlnmlf m'u{u]'mum Echovirs 9 .., fi
(MALS) .. SR 135 Echovirus 14,000 17
M. terree-M. mﬁmmgmﬁmm L) Enteravirus untyped ... 1
14 Poliovires 2{FMN.G).. ... 1
12 Adenovirus uniyped .......... . 2
g 3 Cytomegaloviems. ... R 1
Linclassified Gmupl'-’ 3 Respiraiory
Mocardia species. ., i infections ........... Influenza A/ Bangkok/ 1/ M. ........ T
InfMuenza A Texas 177 . cueeen i 13
L r s < i 24 AN Ak e Wi B 1 B Influsnza A/ Brazil/ 11,78 1
Influenza B/ Singapore/222/79 4
*Oine peraon with two diffevem species. INAISAT foemise. Parainflsenza virus 2 .. ..ooooeeo, L]
Parainfuenza virus 3 o 33
r MM s
TABLE CXXVII et e v 7
SEROTYPES IDENTIFIED AHDN(} ISOLATES OF THE MAIS Coxsackievirms AD oo i
COMPLEX Coxsackievirus n—unlypﬂl ......... 3
Echoviruses .. e e atd e e ' 1
1579-80 1980-81 Lrﬂ.:'rmlrus—unlrppd ................ 11
Serotype (9% persons) [ (101 persoms)* Poliovinus—Sabin strains............ 26
Adenoviras—umyped ., T8
| e e e e e L T iR e 12 & Herpes simplex virus.....oooeevvenne, M
s BB e e T e e e 2 o Cytomegalovirus. ...oooocvveennnenee, 48
A s e e e 2 e Ervthematous rash.. | Coxsackievirus AD..........oooienrens 2
s e e e e e e 9 14 EChOVITOE 2 .o man e irnim e 1
e R e e 1 e Poliovirus 2—Sabin strains,. 1
N e iy rau sk na 2 7 Cytomegalovirus, ... = 2
IR IR e S 3 1 Vesicular rash ........ | Coxsackievirms A6 ..o 6
Bl T v e e e e R 3 4 Etworeirm A0 1
................... 14 13 Herpes simplex viras ... 127
2 s Varkoella-zos1er vins .....oovveeenne. 3
] 10 Genital ubceration ... | Herpes simplex virus 459
1 4 Gingive-stomatitis... | Herpes simplex virus 9
1 1 Conjunctivitis ........ Echoviede B oo esiiensies o 1
3 a Adenovirus=—umiyped .....ooinnin (13
e 1 Herpes simplex virws o, &
2 i Vaglniels ... ... Oy OMERAOVITE . 1usa s sansansananas 3
= 1 N IRt ey mR A AN 2
1 = Intrautering
i 1 (11155 T 11 [ Cyromegalosdnes. . ... 4
A1 (SerofaldeeUm) oo ssnaans 2 2 Meonatal infections . | Coxsackievirug B2 ....oooevrmenrmmnenn I
T R 4 fa Enterovirus—umyped .......ooooonees I
43 (Giause) .. 3 + Adenovirus—uoniyped 2
1570 o R e e 15 14 B LDS Behovins B .o it ot b an s 1
Autoagglutinabbe ... 8 11 Boowinia 1
Enterovirms—umivped oo 1
Serovars I8, 5, B 10 20, 24, 15, 6, Cosey, Hammelvwssg amd Wendt were m Poliovirgs—Sabin sIraims....oooeees 5
e Adcnovirus—uniyped oo 1
o] peue Ewncs Cwes U i exeam pera ey Cyromegalovims. .o [
CGiastro-intestinal
TABLE CXXVIII [T SRR Coxsackievins .ﬂn—umywd......... 5
VIRUS ISOLATIONS FROM CLINICAL CASES Em:::::? 5 A
Echovirag 22............ - I
Number of .
Patients with | Mumber of Eﬁﬂf::ﬁ.ﬁ:.fwms ;
Virus Viruses : ar
Adenovirns—untyped . 1%
—_— [salates Isolated Cytomegalovins. ... 3 1
Lymphadenopathy .. | MIumps virs. .. ..o 2
2l s Renal disease ......... Behovirs 1 cocacenmitsiiscaiiiass 1
24 b Herpes simpbex virus.. 1
"5 "; CytOmEEAl OIS . oo cneeiieinns 6
ory. 147 1#9 TABLE CXXX
Consackievins A . 48 A HEPATITIS B VIRUS SURFACE ANTIGEN SEROLOGY
Coxsackicvirus B... 2 4
Echovirus....... 78 - Mumber of | MNumber of
Podiowirus ... 42 43 Sera with | Paticnts with
Cher Enteraviruies ] | 2l Musmber of | Hepatis B | Hepatitis B
T T e A e 75 i Sera Surface Surface
ALETOVErYE ..o essseesnsins 19 123 Source Tested Antigen Antigen
Herpes simplex virus ... L 4
Varicelln-zoster virus. ... [ f PatlenS ouconsnanasnanaans 2 807 1530 13
Cytomegalovins.. ... 71 L Renal patienis.. 2183 2 1
Renal and other d[mmr.r- 198 1] i
1421 1 481 Paramedical staff ....... 428 [} 0
Pumber of spocimesn pated:  1HDORL & 553 g 1 T Pt SO S 5816 152 114
19T




TABLE CXXXI

CLOSTRIDIUM DIFFICILE TOXIN ASSAY

Mumber Patients
Number Positive Positive
Specimen Tested fof Toxin | for Toxin
Faeces .. (i 146 B8
Baaoih cuh u'r¢5 cﬂ :mhln
from  patiends  and
ERVIFONETEN L.\ eeenens 214 13% MiA
TR MLE - mes e i aian s 4 281 Lo
TABLE CXXXI
CYTOGENETICS
Ammaotic
Abnormalities Bload fMuidd
Dhown's SYmArQme. - oo e sisanaans 16 4
Klinefelier s Svndrome 3
Turner's Syndrome. . 7 e
Balanced chrnmmmz I!::rlsl-ch:-.‘l[m{l ....... I 1
Chromosome deletion .. e 4 =
Pariial fritomies __ A I 2
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Trisomy I3 ... 1 oy
KX Mabe.. ... e T 1 1l
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T T T e s 5
K T e e s B 43 1o
TABLE CXXXII
I. SERCLOGY
Test Totals
SERUM AGGLUTINATION TESTS
PLLCY, Tesis [Huutinﬂ—
Safmoneia pvphi (0. .. 349
Salmoreia ivphi(H) .. 18 287
Safmoneila enteritidis bioser p:ﬂt:rrtlhi.HJ......... 153
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Profeus OXK .. 15 167
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Brucelia aP.'ru.rJ'us et 18 149
Listerie rmmmgem | u'.i]- 11
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Listeria mornecytopenes 4 (H) ... 11
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Leprosping—
L2 el T ) T 24 260
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e el L | s M Bl - e p e 24 260
BETONAE NTEIEIIEE 1. iv 2 san wams mem mos e mnm mon pass bbb nn 24 260
Serovar baraviee . 24 260
SeTOVAT Tardsfove - aa 24 260
T P TIII = o e m si et  e Hl e Ler 24 2600
O A B BT TITT . - o i s it i mms e i i m i 24 260
Paul Bunpell Tests vummeeereenesio e 20 196
Infectious Monomeclensis Shide Tests... s T08
P.UCr Tens (LantiliVe) .. cvisnanniarerrrmtsnasaasines | E6E
Syphilis—
ART l".‘wmm}—
Rouitune .. 15 87)
Quamnlllvr I 600
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TABLE CXXXI1I—continued
1. SEROLOGY—continued
Test Totaks
YDRL{C.5.F.) .. 140
CL‘I'MI"LLM[:HT FIMTIGH TESTS
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TM]LE CXOX X T h—comtinucd TABLE CXXXl—contimued
. SEROLOGY —cominued 1. BACTERIOLOGY
A SPECIMENS OF HUMARN ORIGIN
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TARLE CXXXIll—continued TABLE CXXX1—oontinued

3, MYCOLOGY A, HAEMATOLOGY

. = xa i Test Toual
) Examination Totals €5
S Antibiotic Haemanobogy profile with Smears. ... 15 2ol
Micrascopy| Culture | Sensitivily Ilmalohmrmaﬁlcuithwlsm:s ............. 1 821
Blood smears . 1:.;;
Serapi (5kin  and Platelet cow ...

“F:Eﬁ;m 905 937 92 | 924 Er}‘lhTL'll.:flE‘i.tdhml:ﬂlallﬂﬂ rate . £ 649
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A large laboratory has many advantages in range of expertise and
availability of specialized instruments, bul in osder 1o miake besl wse
of resources, their efficient utilization requires that work programmes
are known for some time ahead. At the beginning of the year Cliem
Depanments were asked for their projected use of laboratory services
for the year. Yarying responses from Depariments enabled some work
programming to be done, but it also highlighted the difficulties our
clicnis, 100, have in assessing their own needs. However the exercise
enabled some consolidation of resources (o be effected and indicaied
areas for future study.

Table CXXXI1Y in the Appendix sets out the source and otal
number of samples received in the laboratory for the vear. It also
makes a comparison with Uhe previous Dwo yers.

All sections of the laborarory have experienced increases in their
waorkboads. [t will be seen that the Forensic Section and the Indusirial
Hygiene group in particular, have experienced a considerable increase
in the amount and complexity of their work . The workload, indeed, of
the Forensic Section is such that the laboratory is unable 1o guarantes
a rapid wrn-around of cases,

FUNCTION AND ORGANIZATION

The Services provided by the Laboratory can be briefly
categorized as follows:—

= A Chemical Advisory Service 10 most State Government
Departments on chemical and allisd problems and o assist in
policy formulations;

= A Programmed Chemical Analytical Service devised on the
needs and experience of the Healih Services, other Staie
Governmend Departmients, and Statutory Authorities no
having their own specialized chemical laboratories:

= Assisiance 1o those Authorities, Depanments and Hospitals
having laboratorics, of limited scope, with more difficub
analyses;

* Chemical analytical services, by contraciual arrangement 1o
the Commonwealth Departments of Frimary Industry, and of
Science and Technology (Bureay of Customs),

With the excepion of some spechalized services [or private
medical pathologists, the chemical analyrical services are no direcily
available to individuals or commercial firms except in those cases
where no other facilities are available and the matier is considered 1o
be of some considerable public interest. Ome such case is an
involvement with the Mines Inspectorate of the Depariment of Mines,
Regulmions require that exhaust gases from diesel locomotives and
oiher cngines wsed in coal mines meet cerfain prescribed standards.
The Governmeni Chemical Laboratory provided a tesling sefvice
enabling owners or suppliers of these engines 1o obtain the necessary
certification from the Mines Department. A fee for each engine
cxamination is pavable.

With @ view Lo resolving the apparent element of conflict with
respect io general labaratory organization described in the previous
report, a development programme has been commenced. Models such
a5 those of other similar organizations, c.g. the Laboratory of the
Governmeni Chemist, London, and Government laboratories in other
States, have been studdied 1o assist in this matter. The assistance of the
Managemens Services Section of the Department has been wsefully
enlisted in the project. The rationalization of existing siafl sireciure
and Tunctional organization is a matler roquiring utmost care if
seTvices are (o be confinued and enhanced satisfactorily 1o both client
and laboratory,

STAFF—ESTABLISHMENT, THEIR DUTIES, DEVELOPMENT
AND INVOLYEMENT

The saaffl csablishment has been mainmined mt 109, As
previously described the effective staffing ai any given time is only
about T per oont.

The number of chemists declored as State Analysts and for legal
purposes under Commonwealth legislation has remained siatic. As
always, considerable time of State Analvsis is occupied in aitendance
al Courts of Law and the ancillary travelling throughowt the Siate
necestitated by such appearance as cxpert wilnesses.,

This year has socn a further anendance by a Senios Officer at a
Public Serviee Board Management Improvement Frogramme.
Currenily, some supervising chemiss have begun a Supervisors
Development Course run by the Management Services Branch of the
Health Depanment. Other senior officers have been scheduled into
hlanagement Development Courses of the Depariment.

The advantages of the Public Service Study Assistance scheme are
now being utilized by 23 officers of the laboratory lor self-
improvement.

Expert technical comminess, =z listed below, incluode @

representative of this laboratory. With the exception of two of these,
meetings of all other committees were attended during the vear.

These commillees are:—

¢+ Mational Healh
(N.H.M.R.C.}—
Occupational Hygiene (Reference) Sub-Committee;
Food Analvsis (Relerence) Sub-Comminee;
Council —Mational

and Medical Research Council

#  Austraban Envaronmenl Advisory
Commitiee on Chemicals,

= Commitiee of the Standards
S AA)—

D5/2—Chemical Analysiz of Dairy Products;
C5/13—Plastics for Food Conact;
CH/ 1 —Laboratory Cilassware and related apparatus;

o Associntion of Australian Port and Marine Authosities
{Dangerous Ceoouds Sub-Commitiee);

* Siecring Committee for the Survey of Harardeus and
Flammable Substances (under the auspices of the Co-
ardinator Geeneral’s [epanment);

& Commiltee for Conlingency Planning for the Spillage of
Hazardows Chemicals (under the auspices of the Co-ordinator
Ceeneral®s Depariment);

» Council of the National Association of Testing Authorities
(M4 T AL Australin;

= Chemisiry Advisory Commitiee of the Queensland Institure
of Technology, Applied Science School;

& [nter-Depanmental  Committee  on the  Chemical
Contamination of Food (1.D.C.C.C.F.) ((Qd. Govt. Depas. ),

* The Queensland Sate Paint Group of the Governmeni Paint
Committee (G.P.C.) within the Commonwealth Depaniment
of Science and the Environment;

# The Collaborative Imternational Pesticides Analytical
Council;

*  The FAQ Panel of Experts on Pesticide Formulation;

*  Drafting Sub-Comminee of the Advisory Committes on the
Transport of Dangerows Goods;

*  Agdvisory Committee on Drugs to Commonwealth Games
Medical Commities;

Associntion of Australia
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*  Chemistry  Advisory Comminess of the Darking Downs
Inseitune of Advanced Education;

& [ater-Depanmental Commuodity Commitlees—sponsored by
the Sane Saores Board, mamely—

(1} Fheor Malntenange Systems; and
12} Laundry Detergents and Chemicals:

*  Inier-Deparimental Committes chaired by the Director ﬂr.lhﬂ'
Laboratory for the updating of methods of sampling,
preservation and analysis of water and wadte water under the
Clean Waters Act. Two Water Section stafl are also members
of the Commilles.

A Laboratory in iolation will soon becomse owtmoded unless its
stafF utilize every method of obtaining information and retaining an
awareness of the latest iechnology amd methodelogy. Hence,
attendance a1 appropriate conferences, workshops and seminars and
tours of other laboratorics are essential fi % of remaining pro-
gressive, Locally, the Queensland Branch of the Roval Australian
Chemical Institute and its Analytical and oy groups arrange
seminars and visiis of interest 1o members.

During this vear, the laboratory wos represented by official

delegates at the following regular meclings and conferences:—

*  FAD informal meeting of Experis in Pesticide Formulations;

=  Collaborative Inernational Pesticides Analytical Council;

= The Ausiralian Instituie of Food Science and Technology
Conveniion, Surfers Paradise 21s0-22nd April, 1981;

= The Australian Seventh International Symposiem on Forensic
Sehenees, Sydmey—"%h=12h March, 1981

*  The Thirteenth Annueal Conference on Forensic Toxicologists
ard the Sevemth Annual Conference on Forensie Drugs held
in Hobari, 2Tih-315t October, 1980;

»  Mlines Officers Confercnce, Booval, Sih August, 198

The following Training Courses, Visiis and Discussions were

pursucd or attended by laboratory officers:—

* A Stedy Tour of Laboratores and offices in the United States
by a pesticide residue chemist during May, 1981, as follows: —

California Dep, of Food and Agricubiurs, Downey,
LA Ca.; Environmental Protection Awhority (EPA)
San Francisco, Ca.: 5chool of Public Health,
University of California, Berkebey. Ca.: California
Dept. of Food and Agriculture  Laboratories,
Sacramento, Ca.: University of New  York,
Sienevbrook, MY Food and Drug Adminisiratkon,
Washington [0.C; Agriculiural Research Centre and
EPFA  Laboratorics, Beliswille, Md.: EPA  Lab-
oaratories, Research Trianghe Park, M.C.; Cemtre for
Disease Controd, LS. Dept. of Heabth, Atlanta, Ga.;
EPA Labosatories Guall Breeze, Fa.;

= A Computer Training Course by Hewlett Packard, Sydney.
Tith=2%th July, |980;

o WVisits 10 ANSTEL. the technical segment of the Australian
Mational Library, the Marine Branch of the Depr. of Home
Affairs and the Environmeni and the Natomal Biological
Siandards Laboratory, in and about Canberra, A.C.T. on 41h
December, 1980,

= Wisiis 10 the Deparimeni of Mineral Resources of the N.5.W.
Government, Sydney, to engage in an inter-departmental dis-
cussion with Madame I Ruth Cybulsika of the Polish
Research Centre Mine, Barbara, Poland, conserning stone
dust suppression of explosions in Coal Mines, 19h-21st
November, 1980;

= Officinl wisits by & Deputy Director of the aboratory by an
extension whilst on recreatson leave 1n the Unated Kingdom
to—
The Tayside Regional Chemist, Dundes, Scotland (food
and forensic matters), March, 1981
Freshwater Fisherses  Laboratories,  Pitlochory,
Scotland (pollutants in Fake, river and estuariiee
waters), March, 1981;
The Laboratory of (he Governmend Chemisi, London,
March, 1981;
The First Annual Congress of the Royal Sociely of
Chemistry Guildford, Surrey (Theme: “Energy™),
April, 1981

The

MATERIALS RESOURCES (SPECIALIZED AND OTHER
EQUIFMENT)

Further improvemenis have been made in replacing equipmeent
this year. In ceriain areas, Depafiments and Sections requiring
specialioed services have seen that it Is 1o their advaniage, as indicated
below 10 assist in obtaining the necessary resources.

The principal new eguipment acquired this year is as listed
betow:—

* Automated orgamic carbon  analyser for water qualiy

analyiis;

= Computer Hardware and Solvware for the Processing of Data
Crtput of Finnigan Gas Chromatograph-Mass Specirometer.
A Combination System);

¢ High Performance Thin Layer Chromatography Sysiem for
separsiory work especially of Mycotoxins,

«  Scanning Spectrophometric Densitometer;

+ Automatic Crygscope for determination of freezing point of
mlk;

*  Meltler PC440 Delta Range Top Pan Balance for Surface
Coatings Analvses;

* TECO—Oxides of Nitrogen Analyser;

»  Foot Treadle Squaring Shears for Metal Working.

In July, 1980, the Laboratory ook delivery of two Wostoff gas
mixing pumps which were purchased by the Department of Mimes,
The pumps enable primary gas standards 10 be produced from pure
componens with relative ease. The absolute calibration of equipment
for the chemical analysis of certain gas samples expecially from mines
is mow possible,

The TECO chemiluminescent onidés of mitrogen analyser was
peguired during the year for use in Occupational Hygiene investi-
gations and the analysis of diesel engine exhaust gases. The insrument
is transportable and sequires only hall an hous stabilization time
before it is ready for operation, It replaces the convenient 1o use, bat
often unreliable reaction stain tubes, and now gives the Laboratory a
greater facility in the determinmion of the oxides of pitregen.

T SING

During the vear, some office accommodation has been made
available 10 the laboratory on the ground floor of the obd Primary
Industries Building, which will permit expansion of some laboratory
Tacilities into areas previously used as offices. The increase in area
given io the laboratory is o overcome immediate IWII'M;IIGII
problems and cannot be considered a long-term solution, There will be
some alleviation of congestion in the Foods, Residues, and Forensic
Sections.

The present laboratory site bocated as it is between a busy cily
feeder road and the cxpressway, causes many difficalties in providing
trace metal analyses at the low levels now expected for environmental
healil stadies. A search for a new laboratory site has begun in con-
sulbation with officers of the Department of Warks.

EXPENSE OF OPERATION

The vear has seen the cost of Laboratery operations come under
close seruniny from the Auwditor-General’s Depanment and from the
Operational Audit Section of the Treasury Depaniment. At present, a
review of cosis and of charges for serviess in cemain arcas is being
made with @ view g0 recovering further of these cosis in cerfain arcas
of work. Already, Cabinet has agreed 1o a fee for service in the mining
area for the testing of private diesel (locomotive) engines.

PUBLIC HEALTH CARE AND PROTECTION

Three of the six organizational groups within the laboraiory are
mainly concerned with public health services. These are Foods,
Waters and Chemical Products. The Industrial Hygiene Segment
within the Ores and Minerals Section and the Pesticides Residues
Section are also involved,

Under nine distinel headings, listed below, reports are provided
on the vears c¢fforts for health services, These effoms comprise
approximately a third of the laboratory®s work:—

= Juality of Food and Beverages;

Pesticide Residues in Food;

Drinking Walers

Dirugs and Pharmaceuticals;

Industrial and Household Chemical Products;

= Tows and Other Children's and Babies Articles;

= Cieneral Matters concerning Safery in Public Health:

s Asscssmemt of Occupational Hazard in Industry and
Agriculiare;

& Safely in Mimes.

Quaality of Food and Beverages

The laborstory monitors the quality of food and drnk in
Queensland and provides an amalytical and advisory serviee o
Government on food gquality and nutrition. Analyses are wsually
concerned with examining a food in relation to the requirements of the
Healih Act and relevani Regulations.

& & & ®
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They commonly provide—
{a) amssessment of the food as to §is conformily with
compasitional requirements and labelling provisions:
(b} certificales of analysis of official samples for legal
procesdings;
{2} information as to the presence or absence of harmful
substances and finess for human consumption; and

() specific daia on cerinin foods, both natural and processed.

During the past year, the labelling provisions of the Food and
Drug Begulations were amended 1o require ingredient Labelling using
commaon names and listed in descendling order of propodiion on all
packaged foods on sale in Queensland. The Regulations now also
require the label of packaged foods o show either an easily
understood date of packaging vogcther with the minimuwm durable life
of the product or simpdy a date showing the end of the minimum
durable life of the food. The new Regulations have mesnt o preater
waorkload for the laboratory in validating claims in food labels. The
increasing public knowledge and awaremcss of nurition and die
fostered by consumer organizations and the media is reflected in the
ever increasing number of complaints and enguiries from members of
the public abour food guality.

Samples are received from e Division of Public Health, the
Weights and Measures Branch of the Conumer Affairs Bureau and
the Water Resources Commission (Water Queality Division).

Tables Mo, CXXXY and Mo, CXXXVIin the Appendix detail
the work carried oan during this year,

Dairy Froducts, Fals and Oils

The majority of the samples of milk and dairy products examined
conformed with prescribed standards: however, legal conificates were
issued for several samples of milk for a deficiency in far, non-Tan milk
solids o total solids.

A check on the contaminand, kodine, in milk samples was
conlinued throughout the year with only one sample showing an
excessive proportion of iodine (greaver than 300 micrograms of iodine
per liire of milk). This is a pleasing resalt in that it shows thar the con-
taminatbon proddem has been largely overcome by o responsible
industey approach in the use of iodophor sanitizers.

MNone of the samples of goat™s milk examined showed any
evidence of adulieration with cows milk.

Further work on methods used in determining the freezing point
and added or extrancous waler i milk was carrigd oul during the
year. One member of the stalf is lending a working group of the
appropriate commitiee of the Siandards Association of Ausiralin in
reviewing e relevant Australian Standard. New oquipment fod the
determination of freering point in milk was also purchaced and com-
misssoned during the venr.

The growth in prodiection and consumption of milk drinks and
other modified liguid milk and drink products has been reflecied in
the number of samples examined. The only problem encountered with
these products has been labelling, Two per cent of those examined
were nod labelled correcily.

Less than two per cent of the samples of cream and slightly less
than four per cent of the samples of yoghun examined comainsd
unsatisfaciery proportion of milk far. Five samples of impored
cheeses did not conform with the prescribed siandard for milk fai and
meHsIUre Conlenl.

Twelve samples of vegetable oils were examined, of which only
one had nod included in the label the required siatements concerning
cholestered. OF about 20 samples of polvensalurated margarine
cxamined, only one comained a higher proportion of saturated T
than is permited.

A small survey of baby foods markered both in metal cans amd
glass jars was undertaken. All the samples examined contained bess
than the maximum permiticod amounts of lead and cadmium.

There has been concern recently thai prepared baby foods might
conribute 1o excess Muogide in the diet of young children. A survey of
all available brands of baby food. infaml feeding formulac and
prowdered milk was undertaken, the resabis of which indicated that
cach sample examined contnined bess than 3 milligrams of total

Muorine per Kilogram of food, a valwe whech shoubll cause o concern,

Hreaids, Cereals and Carbohydrates

In lime with community trends away from consampiion of highly
refined and sali texiured white breads there has been an increase in the
number of fancy breads and variely breads examined. This caused
some increase in workload in this arca of cereal chemistry. Again the
resubls from the examination of high fibre, brown and wholemeil
breads and flours have been disappointing: approximanely 10 per cent
of these samples examined showed deficiencies in the quantity of
crude fibre present.

Approximarely 80 samples of bread were sabmitted by the
Weights and Measures Branch of the Consumer Affairs Bureau (or
ithe determination of dry soluls and non-fol milk solids content.

T, T ]

S-:lrl'll]lcb of Eravy max, soc confecteons, breakiast cercals, honcy,
confectionery, iwing sugar and ¢gg noodhes were examined, Several
samples of icing sugar contained the non-permitted additive sarch,
ard one sample of egg noddles contained no cgg solids,

Several samples of sausage meal were examined primarily 1w
cheek thar, if used according vo the manufaciurer’s instructions, they
would produce a sausage meal conforming with the prescribed
stanglard,

The majoraiy of 20 samples of molasses, ireacle and golden syrup
coqiained less than 2% micrograms of kead per kilogram of sample, All
the samples conlained leis than the permitied maximaz= (.1
milligrams of lead and cadmium per kilogram of sample and § milli-
grams of copper. chromium and nickel per kilogram of sample. All
the samples conformed with ithe relevant presoribed standards Tor
oxic merals in food.

Carcass Meat, Fish and Pouliry

Omnly 15 per cent of official samples of minood meat comained
preservalives in excsss amounts:— 4 slight improvement over lase
vear's cesulis, However, once more 23 per cent of sausages failed 1o
comiply with standands for presesvalives and meat coatent. Fony per
cend of meat pics examined were fowmd 1o be deficient inmeal.

Ancdher survey of 38 samples of manufactured meat including
canned nyean, salami and lunchoon sausage was made for the presence
of the curing agents mitrite and nitrate. Only onc, an uncooked sample
of salami, contained excessive amounts of nitrate. The remainder of
the samples conformed with the prescritsed standard for nitrite and
nitraie. The resubis indicate an improvemsnt in the gquality of these
products for Queenskand consumers.,

Approsimalely 2000 samples of fish were examined Tor the
presence of toxic melals in tee Mesh, Several sampbes did not meel the
mrescribed standard for mercury.

Cher marine prodicis examined. imcluding fish cakes and
prawns, conformed with their relevant standards,

A small survey of imported canned fish and modluscs was carried
oail b mssess the quality of the cans and the level of contamination of
the [lesh with foxic metals, The cans were of poor qualiiy having a
peel-back Hd wiith soldered joints, and some cans showed evidence of
exterior surface corrosion. However, all the samples of MNesh did not
exhibit an unsalisfactory level of 1oxie metals, and the canned fish and
molluscs were accepiedd as 1 for human consumplion.

Work on fish specics identification susccessfully reached the siage
where fish filbets could be characterized. This was done for many
samples ol filbors submined by the Division of Public Health. Scveral
siwmples, alleged 10 be fillels of some more expensive 1ypes of fish,
were found to be misdescribed.

Fruits, Vegelables and oty and Their Producis

Mos of the samples of dried fruis examined conformed 1o
standard, b a few samples of imponed dried plums contained the
prohibited additive, saccharin, Several samples of uncooked chipped
peMaLoes coniained excessive amounts of preservalive.

Crueensland mangoes of both the "Howen™ and *"Commaon®
variefies were examined for vitamin T conteni io assisf ihe Food
Standards Commiltee of the M. H.M.R.C. in formulating a standard
for mango juice. For Bowen Mangoes the mean values of vitamin Cin
e expressed juice were 386 mg/L (green Truit) and 138 mas/L (rips
fruith. For common mangees. the means were. for green and ripe
fruit, respectively, 658 me/L and 371 mg/L. The range and stundard
deviation of values found for fipe common MmMAaRgoes were,
respectively, 122-508 me/L and 925 mg L. The resulis show thar the
vitamin C content of mango juice decreases as the Truil npeons.

A survey of canned tomato produas, including pasies and
purces, showed them 1o be satisfaciory 1n lerms of soluble salt-free
toemaio solids and presence of mould Tilaments.

A survey of some 350 samples of peanuis, peanut products and
ollver muls was made for the levels of aflatoxing. The majority of the
mls amd nut prodects were from the 19850 Queensland crop, and the
resulis showed that they were of reasopable quality and fit for human
CONSU Mo,

A survey of 63 samples of imponed jams was carried out, The
claima 1\ the labels of all the samples examined were reasonable.
However, three samples showed a deficiency in water-soluble salids
and two samples had an excessive proportion of glucose syrup in the
jam,

Three owi of 37 samples of sauces, chulneys and relishes did mot
confonm with the prescribed standard, owing 1o the prossnee of
keneoic acid, a prohibited preservative,

Beverages and Food Adjuncis

Only a small proportion of (il jubces and (ruit juice drinks
cxamined failed 1o conform with the prescribed standards because of
cither a deficiency in vitamin C or fruit juice conient. A small
propontion of wines examined foiled 1o meel sandards, the chiel
reason being the presence of excessive quantities of preservative.
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Approximately 10 per cent of soft drinks examined failed owing

the presence of an cxceidive preservative.

Thirteen samples of instant coffee were examined for calfeine
content and water-insaluble residuc, Difficultics were experienced
with the M_H.M . R.C. prescribed method for determination of water-
insoluble residue. Comments on the method of analysis were senl o
the Food Analysts Sub-committee of the N.H.M.R.C.

OF Mavouring essences examined, some were incorrectly labedled;
some did not declare the presence of artificial colour; and the labels of
others indicated that they were naural flavouring essences when, in
fac1, the product was an imitation of synthetic essence.

Samples of ground mustard were found to contain an excessive
proportion of starch and samples of black and while pepper were
found to be adulterated by the addition of starch, These lapses in
product qualiny were detected as part of a survey of food condimenis.

Official samples of spirits and waste beers are submitted to this
Inbaratory only after a health surveyor i the ficld has noted an
abnormality in the liquor concerned. The majority of spirits examined
were bower than the minimum specified alcoholic sirength, while the
waste beers had not been properly denatured 10 render them incapable
of re-use.

suspecied Contamination in Foods

Most of the Examinations carried out resubted (rom complainis
made by members of the public to the Health Department.
Adventitious contaminants such as glass fragments, cigarene buts,
rodent excreta, insects and insect frass and webbing, paint flakes and
pebbles of mud or cement were found in a number of different foods.
In many samples of feod, which were alleged 1o be the source of
illness o1 discomfori, no evidence of unfitness for  human
consumption could be found. However, in one case, exidende [of
scombroad poisoning from canned tuna was detected. In some samples
of honey where taints were alleged. unusual flavours resulting only
from the bee's source of pollen were indicated. Complaints were
received concerning mixed citrus peel. Comparison of the commerdial
product with peel, cut from oranges and lemons, showed a very much
Tower level of essential oil in the commercial product indicating that it
was prepared from spent peel.

Pesticide Residues in Food

The type and gquantity of pesticide residues permitied on food
tpes are expressed o Maximum Residuee Levels (MRL's) and are
preseribed in Regulation 78 of The Food & Drug Regulations (1977).
The Regulations are regularly updated to cope with changes in
pesticide wsage, new toxicological data and the registration of mew
pesticides. The Regulations are based on recommendations by the
Mational Health & Medical Research Council (M. H.M.E.C.).

[his vear, monitoring surveys of food commodities were carried
out along similar guidelines 1o the previous year. Fruil amd vegetable
samples are now screened for carbamate pesticides as well as the
organochlarine and organophosphorus classes previously monitored.
In the last few vears, carbamate pesticides have found increasing use
i agriculiure as they do pot have the bioaccumulation potential of the
residdual chlorinated pesticides. In most cased, they are not as acutely
1onie 1o humans as some organophospherus pesticides, This has
meant a considerable increase in manhours for freit and vegetable
analyses 2c carbamale pedicides require a separate and bengthy
delermination.

The numbers of food samples analysed for pesticide residues 15
similar to last year. There is a significant decrease in the number of
samples containing delectable rncﬂlcidt resiclues,

Table CXXXVIN shows that 739 samples were analysed, and that
I66 contained residucs while 593 samples were shown to be free of
detectable pesticide residues, The figures (o s vear were 741 tal,
267 with residues and 474 free of residucs. The table also hists the
samples thar coniained pesticide residues over the MRL and the
concentration ranges found.

There appears 10 be abnosmally high proportions of cenain
commadilies not conforming 1o the Regulations for maximam residue
levels iIMRL)Y, Generally, the levels found in these substances are very
low. For example, 28 samples of fish were found with chiordane or
dieldrin; tea was found with ehtorinated hydrocarbons; and breakfast
cercals with fendtrothion. In the case of the fish and 1ca, the con-
tions of pesticide found are probably at the environmental bevels
ch substances,

BOT and iis metabolites are widely spread 1hroughout the
eovironment and because of its environmental persistence an MRL
has been st for DDT in fish, Other chlorinated pesticides such as
dieldrin and chlordane are also persistent, and it is inevitable that
throwgh bioaccumulation they will be found in fish. A pronouncement
from the N.HM.R.C. and a recommendation for an MRL would
alleviate any possible comcern over [he levels found. A similar
siluation obtains with tea, The levels of pesticide found are exiremely

I B because there i3 no MRL, legal notice must be iaken of the
bevels found.

LI

There are MEL values for the pesticides used on the raw ceveals
and for the amounts of these permitted in flour and bread, but not for
ather products such as breakfast cereals. We are thus faced with the
situation that the grain protectant fenitrothion is permitied to be in
raw cereals, Mowr and bread but none is permined in other cereal
prodiscis. Consequently, seven sampled of breakfnst cereals con-
taining fenitrothion did net conform 1o regulations. Revision of the
MEL 1ables is needed here 0o,

As seen by comparison of this year’s surveys with the previous
year, the number of pesticide residues detected in food has fallen due
in part to the reuricted use of the more persistent pesticides and
farmer education by the Depariment of Primary [ndustrics Advisors
ol correet pesticides, use and withholding periods, etc, Despite this
dectine, there is still a need for monitoring of food 1o anticipate
difficulties associated with pesticide usage before they develop into
major problenss.

Irinking Water

During the vear, | 852 samples were analysed 1o asceriain their
suitability for drinking and other domestic purposes. This is an
increase of 607 aver the previous year. Sample details are listed in
Table CXXXVIL A majority of these samples were received from the
Health Department in connection with the monktoring of town water
supplies. This vear saw the introduction in Aussiralia of wniform
criteria for drinking water drawn up by the National Health and
Medical Research Council of Australia and the Australian Water
Resources Council. These criteria are used o frame suilability
comments on drinking water.

Samples examined for trace metals numbered 346, an increase of
258 over the previcus vear, reflecting a sharp rise in activity in this
area by the Health Department. Determinations of nuirients in water
was commenced in conmection with the cholera survey by the Health
Depariment. Samples of town and spa water were received for con-
centration as part of the Healih Depanment Survey of Radium in spa
and mineral water. A number of samples of botiled spa and mineral
water were chemically analysed in detail. The composition of one of
the more expensive imported waters was similar to that of Brisbane
reticulated water from Mount Crosby, excepd in the matter of calclam
and nitrate contenl which were higher.

A portable drinking water purification unit was examined for ifs
ability to oxvgenate and filter water. I suecessfully performed the
oxygenation but failed to filter particles less than 30 micron size. With
the widespread increase in holiday camping in areas where no public
water supplics are available, education of the public in sterilization of
local waner belore consumplion is 1o be encouraged. It is difficuls to
see boiling of water being displaced as a cheap effective means of ster-
ilization of drinking water in these circumsiances.

The roulne survey of reticolated fuoridated water supplies
revealed that, with few exceptions, there s elficient and effective
comrol on the level of Muoride so that it s in sccord with the
appropriate standard.

As a result of a request from the Chief Inspector of
Environmental Sanitation, the laboratory prepansd a new circular 1o
all local authorities and district State health inspectors, setting owl the
correet procedures for the sampling and despatch of water samples.
The primary element of a relevant water analysis is the application of
these procedures. Any deviation will render the sample quite uscless
for analysis.

The Agricultural Chemistry Branch of the Department of
Primary Industries and the Government Chemical Laboratory provide
a reciprocal service in commenting on the suitability of waters for  {a)
agriculiure and stock, and (b) human consumpiion and other
domestic uses. In this conpection, 846 advices were issued on behalf of
the Department of Primary Industries during the year. This compares
with 710 i 1979-80,

Tieere was a sharp increase in the number of potable waiers
examined for pesticides, OF 4% samples, mainly from rainwater tanks,
12 contained detectable pesticide residues bul only 11 contained a
pesticide for which no level ks recommended by the N.H MLE.C.

Table CXXXIN shows ihe samplées ofigins, number of samples
from each source and any pesticides devecied in these samples.

DRUGS AND PHARMACEUTICALS

Most of the pharmaceutical samples received are submitted by the
Health Inspectornial section, but a fow are received from hospitals, or
medical practitioners, The samples fall info two main groups:—{a)
Dangerous drugs for destruction; and  (b) Drugs and pharmaceutical
preparaiions for analysis.

Some analyses are perflonmed following complaints, bul most are
done for the purposs of ascerfaining the correct scheduling of a
preparation under the Poisons Regulations. One complaint involved
an infant’s wind mixtare which was found 1o be improperly prepared.
This tvpe of preparation has been the subject of complains in the
past.
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A number (84) of herbal and oaher **patural® preparations were
examined, mainly regarding scheduling and labelling claims. One such
mixture, claimed by the manufacturer (o be a hair-restorer, was said
1o be prepared from a mixiure of after-shave lotion, korse manure and
a fertilizer. The labelling on this preparation was considered unsatis-
faciory. The product has been subsequently reformulated. Another
so-calted ““arthritia cure' contained trace metals in lower amounts
than found in Brisbane tap water, and had a recommended efTective
dose of only 5 millilitres per week!

Seven mineral supplement tablets were claimed 1o contain small
amounts of selenium, usually derived from yeast used in the 1ables.
Under the Poisons Regulitions, such tablets containing selenivm are
resiricted,. and may be obiained legally only on medical prescription.
In comjunction with the tests done on these preparations, eight
different brands of yeast tablets were analysed. None claimed 10
contain selenium, and no selenium was detected in them.

Six samples of cosmetic and pharmaceutical preparmions were
received for amalysis following complaims of adverse reactions.
Chemical analysis did not reveal any abnormality, and the reactions
appeared to be individual reactions 1o the particular products; in most
cases of this type, chemical analysis is considered not to be an
appropriate means of investigaling the complaing. Omne case involved a
reaction experienced by a person who changed brands of sierold
tablets, the symploms being consistent with the patient receiving an
incorrect dosage.

The tablets were found o be correct strength, and the problem
wai probably due 10 different absorption rates resulling from the
different substrates in the new brand of 1ables.

Thiry-one legal samples of drugs were received in connection
with the illegal, unlicensed sale or improper storage of the drugs in
question,

Houschold and Indusirial Chemical Producis

A wide variety of chemical preparations was examined, including
detergents, disinfeciants, paints, insecticidal preparations, and other
miscellancous products, Most invesligafions were undertaken 1o
determine scheduling requirements, Cne brand of water-sterilizing
tablets was found 1o be unsuitable for the purpose due o instability,
which resulted in ineffective levels of chlogine in the water. A sample
of paint thinner was analysed in response 190 an inquiry by an
insurance company following a fire on a truck. Tests were made on a
bateh of fire-doors which were failing to try &0 ascertan if the
adhesive used in them was faulty, but no firm conclusions could be
reached.

0f 29 samples of pesticidal preparations tested, five were found
1o be incorrectly labelled with regard (o the stated strength, These
ineluded two samples of a preparation used for the treatment of head
lice which were deflicient in the active ingredient.

Thirty-eight samples of scrapings of old paint from houses were
found 10 contain excessive bevels of bead, Thirty-one samples of paint
currenily on the market for use on houses were found 1o have an
acceplable lead content.

Toyws and (iher Children's and Bables” Anicles

The number of toys submitted for examination has increased
again this year. An Australion Standard sets limis for voxic sub-
stances that may be present in fovs, as well a8 varsows consiuctional
requirements designed to ensure that a 1oy does not present a hasard
to children throwugh normal wse,

Thirty-four toyvs (wooden blocks) were found 1o have excessive
levels of lead in the paim, while 30 had cxoessive amounts of
plasticizer in rubber or plastic components. Two Loys were judged 10
be a hazard becawse of components made of thin glass, which was
easily broken.

Twenty-five baby s pram ratiles were examined, and in 14 cases
the elastic cord did not comply with the standard. Onher rattles and
similar 1oys came apart easily 10 produce small pleces which could
present an ingestion hazard vo a child.

A range of imported stuffed toys was examined and the stuffing
Tound 1o contain pieces of sharp wire. The stuffing used was textile
combings, the wire having broken from the wire brushes used in the
combing process. All such combings are likely 10 be contaminated
wilh wire pieces, and this tyvpe of stulling is conskdered unsuitable for
toys, One such toy had 275 pieces of wire in the stuffing.

A cap pisiod and 3 metal Ubomb™ for exploding caps were
examined, and it was considered thai there may have been excessive
“flash’® from them. They were referred to the Chiel Inspector of
Explosives for comment, as was a sample of the novelty, ““Fany
Poppers™ alter analysis.

Six plastic water-powered rockels were examined, amid wide-
spread media publicity. It was conssdered that due 10 the dimensions
and emsergy of the rockets they would be capable of inflicting an injury
on & child.

Twao toy doll feeding bottles were found to conain **milk™ which
was an agqueous emulsion of crude petroleum oil amd were regarded as
unsatisfaciony.

One 21 of woaden dominoes contained a beachable dye which
was ol an approved food dye as 18 reguired.

Chue of 112 samples of modellers painis used 1o paint tovs and
models, 21 were found (o contain excessive amounts of lead.

A swim jacket and two adher devices designed for use as flotation
rings were examingd, and were considered to be unsatisfactory in
terms of reguirements of the redevant Australian Standard,

All reporis and sampes concermaing  Childrens arhiches  are
forwarded to the Chiel Inspecior of Environmental Sanitation for the
enforcement required.

Geencral Matters Concerning Safety in Public Healih

Miscellaneous samples are reccived from Health Inspectors,
hospitals, docvors and other Governmient Departments. These
included 22 suspected dog baits (one of which contained ragments of
broken glass), 57 samples of soll, planis, ete: (lwo groups of which
were found 1o contain arsenic) and one food :Eunp|r :u:\pt\ﬁ-cd af
being poisoned.

Five sampbes of a white powder found packed in grapes was
found 1o be sodium metabisulphite, placed there 1o preven fungal
growth.

Aninvestigation into two brands of liquid laundry detergent was
made following an explosion in or under a washing machine in which
the two products had been used. Analysis indicated that the products
were nol connected with the explosion, and that some other factor was
invalved.

Five polvery glazes were found to contain excessive levels of lead,
while seven china paints had high lead or cadmium contenis.

One sample of wrea-formaldehyde foam insulation from a howse
was examined. The occupants complained of various ill-effects
comsistent with exposure 1o formaldehwde, Tests indicated that the
foam was releasing formaldehyde. The problem is now being
investigated by the Laboratory’s Industrial Hygicne Section and the
Division of Industrial Medicine.

One sample of women”s sanitary pads was tested following a
complaint that an open packet containing them had been sprayed by a
pest control operator. Traces of pesticides were found in the pads.
Another complaint, was received concerning a tampon which was
found 1o contain fragments of metal. Microscopic examination
indicated that the contamination had occurred during manulaciure
rather than afterwards. Media publicity on toxic shock syndrome and
tampons undoubtedly has promoted greater awareness,

Mine amples were received through the Chief Inspector of Drugs
and Poisons from veterinary surgeons for estimation of pesticides.
The samples consisted of water, dog Teod, dog organs and blood, and
dog faeces. Ome sample of argans was found b0 contain 1.1 mg/kg of
paraqual, a desiccamt herbicide which causes delaved and ofien
irreversible lung damage. Mo other samples were found 1o conlain
detectable pesticides.

A sample of water was received from an old disused canbe dip in
the Laidley area. This sample was found 1o contain dichlorvos at a
conceniration of 1.5 milligrams/ditre. The sample also contamed
monodechlorinated chlorpyrifos, a degradation product of the
acaracide chlorpyrifos, i a similar concentration 10 the dichlorvos,

Categories of samples receivied from the Health Department and
oiher miscellaneous sources by the Chemical Products and Cusioms
Section are hsted in Table CXL.

ASSESSMENT OF CGUCUPATIONAL HAZARD IN INDUSTRY
AND AGRICULTURE

The volume of wark in this arca has increased sharply following
ihe appoiniment of extra siaff in the Division of Industrial Medicine
with which this section of the lnboratory deals. Staff visived over 30
factories, laboratories or indasirial installations 1o monitor a varcty
of materials hazardous o the health of workers,

The public concern aboul the use of asbesios in builkhngs and 1s
effects on the health of workers has continued, and samples from
seven differen buildings were submitted for examination. The
majority were found to contain asbestos. Examinations of air for
asbestos fibre contamination were made in a lecture theatre, a
Giovernmen! Depariment building and aboard an ocean-going vessel
travelling between Brishane and Cairns. Commercial use of fibreglass
and mineral wool as replacements for asbestos in fire proofing and
acoustic finishes has resulted in several samples of thess being
submitted for analysis.

Polvchlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), long used as  diclectric
materials in electric transformeers, have been a major health concern
of an asociated trade union. This has led (o the laboraiory’s
moenitoring several substations and elecirical maintenance workshops
fior PCBs. In cach casc, the conceniraiions were found 1o be well
below the maximum levels recommended by the N.H.MR.C. PCB
eslimations were alvo made in four transformer ofls which had been
used in retrofilled transformers in mining applications. These ranged
from 0.12% to 5.2% PCB.
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[lse wee of urca formaldehyde foam for home insulation has

el i the mvestigation of several complaints from homoowsers

ancerned aboi the effects of formaldehyde on their family's healih,

Oe residence, which had been sprayed three moaths prior 1o iesting.

was still releasing formabdehyvde and 0.2 pop.m. Formeabidehyide was

detected. The remainder of the houses had formaldchyde levels of
008 pop.m. or less,

Ceher imdEsteinl inspeciions invodved the measurement of oxidant
gases o aluminiemn welding: 1oluene di-isocyanie in imsulating
foams: acld vapaurs, mercury, toluene amd other opganic chemicals in
laboratogies or laboraiory stores; ammonia foom prim copers, phiodo-
copiers and their associated chemicals; carbon disulphide in rubber
curing and dichlorobenrene separmtion and packaging. Many of these
inspections were facilitated by the use of the portable infrased amibecns
alr  monitor. A photowengraving  process  which  produdcsd
trichloseihylene and oxides of nilrogen contansinants was investigated
using the pew ransportable chemiluminescent analyzer. Little dust
work was comlucied throughout the vear apan from monitoring an
abrasive blasting process. Heve, respirable dust concentraions up 1o
50 mp/m* were recorded, exceeding by a factor of five the level
recommended by N.UHAR.C. for unprodected workers.

Large-scabe investigations weve conducted al a regional foundry
and a2 a pold fcopper mine and smefier in Central Queensland. Several
waork locations in e foundry were found to be dusty, substantially
exceeding levels recommended by il NOH MR C. Extensive Lmlmg
a1 the godd/copper smekier wars in respemse 10 union requsst Lo assisl in
eatablishing the extemt of the lead hazard in handling and processing
ore containing lead sulphide as a contaminant. Several work Apalions
in the smelter presemed & minor bead hazard, along with the assay
Inborators which had o known, but well-comrolled, hazardous
enViPaaTieil.

Cine hospital was investigated for waste anaesthetic gases (o assist
harspinal stafl in assessing the uselalness of o scavenging device. Chher
samples  analysed  for  indusirial healih included a heat sink
(bersllium), a Mame retardany (ammenial, industrial paings [copper,
lead, ispcyanates, uiyl tin) and man-made mineral fibres.

Waorkers in the uramiumm (nduasiry continee o be monitored for
WFiNArY Uramium.

Blood samples from workers involved in pesticile Formulagaons
and application are mamitored regularly as part of the Indastrial
Mediging programme. This vear, 51 samples of blood from farmers,
and 33 samples of blood from indusirial pesticide workers were
examined for organo-chlorine pesticides. Forty-four samples of biood
from workers in the elecirical induddry were examined fof poly-
chlorimated Biphenyls. Fifiyv-one samples of blood and 13 samples of
urine were analysed for miscellansous pesticides.

Tables CXLI, CXLI, CXLIE summarize resalis for Bood and
urite fof pesticide residues.

safels in Mines

The dust gencrated in the mining of coal is conssdered a hazard
from ihe aspects of inhalasion and, in the case of undergroand
mining. explosibility. In comrass to the increase noted wnder the
heading “Dust in Mines' in last year’s report. the aumber of assess-
menis for the Chiel Inspecion of Coal Mines of respirable dusts incoal
mines  has  fallen  sdightly  throughowt  the  year. Free  silica
determinations on respirable dusts are 1l conducred by the Cueens-
land Institute of Technology since the Government Chemical
1Labosatary las ot ver been able 1o obinin the nocessary equipnent.

Roadway dust sampbes were assayed in conjunction with the Coal
Inspectorate’s programme of mine safety monijoning. The decrease in
numbers has oceurved Tollowing a Aines Department decision 1o
submil samples from the central and norghern coalficlds 1o a private
analys 10 avold delays in transport amd muliiple handling.

Seweral solvent muterials, including halogenated hydrocarbon
maxtares proposed for use underground, were analyvied., Chlorinated
slvents, partkcularly mrichlorsethane, are [inding use as safely
cleaning solvents where non-flammability is impogian.,

The object of monitoring the gaseons environmeni of an under-
groumd coal ming s 0 keep the mine sale by carly detection of
incipient hazards, Due to the upgrading of the equipment, the
laboratory has been able to maintain a ““same day'" service for mane
gas analysis. The year has scen an upsurge in themumber of wam gas
analyses carried out for the Mines Departmemt, Drilling Branch, The
mabile gas cheomuograph was extensively tested al the Haenke mine.
11 performed faulilessly and the resulis oigined compared favourably
with the newly installed monitoring systern ai the mine,

The data obtained from the analyses of gases associated with the
underground mining of coal may be of great value in the event of a
heaiing ar hire.

SCIESTIFIC SERVICES T FOLICE ANID CORONER

Thise servioes are describod under Touwr dastingd  headings.
Frincipally, they are provided by the Analysical and Toxicology and
Forensic Chemisiry Sections, bui other sections comiribute their
speciad skills and knowledge as required.,

The headings are:—

(11 Breathalyser' Services, Alcohol and ofher Drugs in
Motor Vehicle Drivers:

(2} Mgt (Prohibaed) Drogs;

(3} Post Mosiem Investigntions (Forensic Toxicologyk

(4} Miscellaneous Forensic Investigations.

As wsual, the lengthy periods required for Court attendances as
witnesses throughout the State by the Stae Analysts involved,
necesaarily reduced at-the-beneh time for rapid service and in-depib
investigations. Extended remands or lack of investigation are ithe
result.

“Wreathalywer™ Services, Aleohaol and iher Dirugs in Motor
Yehibcle Dirivers

The numiber of specimens tested under the provisions of the
Traffic Act for the presence of sleohol and/or drugs was 1 764, Foriy-
iwo of the specimens were examined because other drugs were
suspected. OF these, 33 were found fo contain drags. The hypnotic,
sedative amd anti-ansiery dnuw:prmﬂnlb}- the benzodeazepine and
the barbaturate groups were again the most common drugs detected.
In all gases where drugs were detected in the blood, the drug groups
referrail 1o were presenl cither singly, or mixed, of in combinatson
with sher drugs, The level of these drugs was Trequently found (o
exceed the normal therapewtic rangs and also 10 be accompanied by
alcahol, The number of specimens analysed represented a X0 per cent
increase over the previous year.

Approximately 3 600 botiles of Standard Alcokol Solutien were
preparcd and supplied 1o the Police Depaniment for use in the
operation of e *Breathalyser”. Five hundred and seven ampoules
representing a 10 per cent random sampling of anipoules supplicd by a
contractor for use with the Breathalyser were analysed.,

Micit {Prohibited) Drugs

This category includes items suspected of being dangerous drugs
ar implerients believad 1o have been used for the administration of
dangerous drugs. The items which were submitted for analysis are
shown in the Table below,

- 19759 =800 1980-81
Cannabis and cannabis relaed products 850 623
Pipes and smoking uiensils . ... S5 L
0;:154:1. and 1m.pl¢men[5 related 1o their
ﬂl:h:r |l:u1;t'1'|:|u:. drl.l,;:. 35 152
Hallucinogens...... et : L1} 7
Miscellaneous  rablers,
AU e e & o)
I 752 1 B&8

The figures for the previous year are shown in the table 1o
illusarate the sariation in the distribution of the samples from year 1o
year.

Thie 5all in the number of cannabis samples analysed is attributed
to the increased numibser of these samples being idemified by the
Governmeent Botanist and swhere no chemical analyiis was neocssary.

This year saw an increase in the number of dangerous drags other
than canpabis and the opinies received in ihe laboratory. These drogs
included  lysergic  acid  diethlyamide (L50% and  4-bromo-2.
Simethoxy-amphetamine {Bromo-DNA).

The miscellaneous group imdicated a sample of the veterinary
anaesthetic, ketamine.

Paost Moriem Investigaiions (Forensic Toxicalogy b

Visgeral specinwens from 378 post morems were examined, The
miajority of these were examined at the request of Coroners. Sixty (60)
cases were submitted by the Government of Papea & New Guinea,
The number of cases examined represented a 32 per cent increase over
e prevEss yer.

The case numbers give Little idea of the very considerable number
of actual specimens and the workload involved, some cases taking 4
man-weeks 10 compleie.

Poisons and drugs which could have a significant bearing on the
cause of death were found in specimens from 147 of the cases. Aboohol
was (requently found in conjunciion with these diugs and polsons.

Barbiturates continue to be the mos common group of druags
encountered, being present in 21 cases cither singly (1) or muliple
{5}, of in combination with one or more other dougs (3).
Periobarbitone (23 continues to be the dmg most frequently
encountered in bethal concentrations. liobarbitone was determined in
OBE CASE,
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The cases in which toxic levels of oaher drugs were found are
listed bebow:—

Chloral 15 Alcohol 4
Chleroguine 14 Paracetamol 3
Amirypline T D¥igoxin 2
Daxepin 7 Propoxyphens 2
Alethadone & Morphine |
Fhenothiarines 4 Dextromoramide 1
Oiher drugs which may have had some bearing on the cause of

death include: theophylline, meprobamate, imipramine, salievlaie,
alprenalol, propanclol, oxprenalol, nonripiyline and orphenadrine.

Agriculiural and indusirial poisons including Coumaphos,
Malaihion, Chlorfenvinphos, Armsenic.  Strvchnine, Carbon
Monoxide, Dinzinon, Phenods, Cresols, Propoxur, and Trichloro-
fleoromethane (freon) were found in a number of cases.

Carbon monoxide, a gas of incompleic combustion, was found &t
tomic bevels i twelve cases.

Dirugs and poisons in therapesiic or non-lethal levels were found
in 92 cases, while no drug or poison was found in 139 cases.

The aumber of specimens of blood, urine and ather bioMuids (not
associnted with visceral specimens), tested from post mortem cases
was 1 199, Five hundred and ecighiy-seven of these specimens were
obtained from bodies involved in fatal traffic accidents, OF 384 Mood

mens received im these cases, the alcohol level exceeded
I 50mag 100ml blood in 119 insances.

The bead content of 47 bone specimens was determined.

Al present, the section I3 pantkcipating in 1wo iner-laboratory
studies. The first is concerned with the detection af drugs in a post
misrtemn liver specimen; the second with aloohod bevels in a reference
material and in bood.

Miscellancons Forensic Invesligations

Sewventy-nine cases submitted by the Police and other depaniments
are included in this classification. OFf these cases, thirgyawo (32)
included the examination of animal viscera and suspected baits for the
presence of poisons. Sirychnine was detected in 18 cases. Two cases
invalved the examination of cyanide baits (o support the prosecution
of offences related to the possession of this polson comrary 1o the
proviskons of the Health Act.

The suspected poisoning or comamination of foslstofTs amnd
beverages resulted in four cases being submitted by Police. In ome case
a botile of milk was found to contain 2.6% w/v of cthanol.

Twa plastic bags were examined for the presence of a pressure-
packed vegetable oil substitute wsed in cooking. This was to confirm
the possible use of this prodect in a faality associnted with propellant
sniffing with the bags.

Five samples of plant material and five samples of soil were
analysed for herbickdes in connection with suspected plant poisoning
cases. Seven samples, comprising bee, honey and honeycomb, were
analysed for insecticides in a suspected bee poisoning case.

Two samples of liquid from o farmer’s spray droms were
analysed for 2.4-D in connection with an assaul: cose.

A sample of food was tested for the alleged presence of the
rodenticide, coumntetralyl; none was found.

Two samples of water and a sample of My bail were analysed for
trichlosfion, the active constituent of the fly bait in connection with a
complaint of wilful contamination of a swimming pool.

ENVIRONMENTAL MOMNITORING

A mulii-faceted approach in environmental monitoring is the
keynote of this segment. The main analytical responsibilivies of the
laboratory are in Uhe areas of water, biota, sedimenls, and pollwion
by odl.

The Waier Quality Council which is now administered by the
Water Resources Commission, relies wholly upon this laboratory for
chemical analytical services.

Senior Stalf of the laboratory are memibers of a vanicty of Siate
amid national inter-depariment commitiees on the environment. They
also azsisy in the framing of general policiss with regard 1o environ-
menial monitoring and prodection. These commitiees are listed urder
the “*Siaff, etc."" heading.

Water Quality Tests for Clean Waier

A significant portion of the resources of the Water Section is
direcied towards environmental protection. This reguires close liaison
with the Water Resources Commission, In surveying the quality of a
sly of water, cenain basic determinations mest be made over a long
time 1o provide data for drawing basefines, Some examinations are for
specific substances generally present in man-made wastes, such as
pifrogen, phosphoras, and heavy metals. Other are of non-specific
parameters such as five-day Biochemical Oxygen Demand and
Suspended Solids. Using these measurements and others such as
dissolved oxygen, a comprehensive piciure of the state of the aquatic
environmeni can be construcied.

Waste Waler, Indusirial and Sewage Eilluenis

These substances are examined from all panis of Queensland as
part of monitoring of the environment. They derive from Local
Authorities, the State Health Department and the Water Queality
Coungil. Examinafions are made for the Councl 1o asceriain licence
compliance under the Clean Waters At and Regulations and 1o assist
in investigations of problems and complainis.

The number of waste walter samples examined increased by 28 per
cend over last yvear. Wastes discharged from water and sewage treat-
ment plants, abatioirs, odl refineries, railway depots. mining nctivities,
food factories, power siation, fefose tips and sugar mills, were
examined. One thousand, four hundred and wo samples were
examined for BOD's; this, together with pH and non-filirabde residues
are the most common delerminations made on waile wider,

The source, number and naiwre of samples, and the 1vpe of
analysis for  (a) samples of water and bottom sediment for environ-
mental monitoring and (b samples of waste water, are given in
Tables CXLIY and CXLVI respectively.

Tables CXLY and CXLVI lis the metals determined and the
nmber of determinztions made.

As a resull of collaboration between the Chiefl Inspecior of
Environmental Sanitation and the Goald Coast City Council, a survey
of river. bay and inshore oceanic walers in the Gold Coast afea
continues. For this purpose, fony-cight (48) samples of water and
effluent were examined for organic pesticides this vear. The water
samples  showed no  pesticides  present  [detection  bevel (.00
micragrams/lifre). In three samples of effluent, low levels of dicldrin
were detected.

Water and fish were abio examined for the Cold Coast Cily
Councl in comnection with fish deaths associated with treed sewage
efMuent. The detection of cumulmive organochlorine pesticides such
as dighdrin and DT and its metabolites is of livile significance in the
determination of the relaivity of their presence (o fsh deaths. A Tish
may have been killed, e.g. by a DDT formulation, yet show low levels
of the toxicant in it organs. More likely are the causes to be found in
pesticide formulation components, e.p. solvents, emulsifiers, etc.
Accumulation of arganachlorine compounds over a lengthy period is
possible with no observable toxic effects as these compounds nre
stored in fafty tissue away from physiclogically active sites.

Details of samples for pesticide residuwes and palvchborinated
biphenyls (industrial compounds with high stability and extreme bio.
accumulation potential) are presented in Table CXLYVILL

Abiotic Indicators of Pollstion

The Water Quality Council submitted 414 samples of cstuarine
sediments  from  various pars of Cueensland. The analytical
programaee for heavy metals invalves, in most cases, drying, sieving
and analyses for copper, kead, zing, chromium, nickel and cadmium;
because of its labile nature, mercury is determined on the sample as
received. The application of the technique of freeee drving 1o the
sample preparation stage has yielded a more friable dried sedimem
making for both casier manipulation in the ensuing tess and more
meaningful resulis.

During the year, inierest was expressed in the possibility of
determining wranium ai trace levels in some of the samples. Sub-
sequently, a method was investigated and proven 1o be satisfactory

Pollution of waters by ol is another facel of this segment. In this
conncction, the laboratory examined water and oil for Pon
Authorities and Harbour Boards. During this wear, seven cascs
involving 32 samples were assessed for invesligators with a view 10
prosecution under the Pollution of Waters by Oil Act.

The mechnbques used are capillary gas chromatography for
separation of hydrocarbons, infra.red spectrophotometry for idemi-
fication of hydrocarbons, and X-ray Fluoresoence for trace melals in
ail.

Stream and estuary sediment (clay and orgonic debritus) often act
as sinks for pesticides finding their way into watercouries, The
number of sediment samples analysed for organic pesticides is given in
Table CXLVIN.

Bidogical Indicators of Pollution

Because of accumulation factors of organse pesticides of ap 1o 1
million times from water 10 marine organisms, these ofganisms can be
a goodd guide as io the pesticide coatent of a body of warter. Scasile
organisms such as mussels represent the pollution level ai a point,
whereas free swimming fish will give an indication as o average
pollutant levels in o waterway.

CONTRACT SUPERVISION

The Siae Sioses Board, the Works Depanmeni and the
Cueensland Housing Commission are the major clients. The principal
work carried for the two labier groups is in the field of surface
coalings. Assisance, mainly in the vextile fiebds, is also given 1o the
Railways Department and the Police Depanment when required.
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Ihe work s handled by the Governmsnt Comtraas section of the
1oy .

siale Stares Board

The laboratory provided an analytical 1esting service for Staie
Syores Board, contract specifications are prepaned and advice given on
existing specifications. Technical advice is also given when required. A
considerable amount of testing has been carried oul [or lenders
asiociated with Hospital Standardiesd Linen,

Table CXLIX in the Appendix lists the number and (ypes of
samples reccived during the year. A consderably larger number of
samples was processed this year compared 1o last year (773 this years
398 lasi vear). The increase has Been due 1o the expiration of contracts
after the twoevear period and the infroduction of enlarged contracts
into the system.

Textiles

The Hospital Standardized Linen Commiliee is expanding the
standardization of linens and vextiles wsed in Quernsland hospitals,
The kaboratory assists the Committes with evaluateon of tembers,
resiew of specifications and advice on the introduction of
polvester/cotton materials. In addition, Mame retardant and normal
flanneleiie material specifications are being reviewed.

I addition, the usual range of owelling, calico. sheeiing and
blankets for hospital nse were assessed, and uniform materials for a
pumber of Depanmicnis wene examined. The materials included
wool/polvester  blends,  polyester/cotton,  polyester/viscose  and
ol

Polyesier foam matiress malerial was also tesied.

Detergents. Floor Palishes and Oiler Products

Hospital laundrics have now standardized on a selected namber
of detergents and laundsy chemicals. The laboratory has assisted with
the preparation of detailed specifications for these products and has
been involved in product assessment for the contracts. In addition,
other detergents used in hospitnls and institulions susch as dishwashing
detergents, saniary cleansers and 5o on have been assessed.

Floor polishes and related produces were examined for ihe Floor
Alainenance Sysiem contracts 10 be uied in Government buildings,
hospitals and schoals. The work was associated with the change-over
from wax emulsion Moor polish toe polymeer based (porylic) palish with
n saving in cost associaled with floor maintenance and invidlved
chemical evaluation, and the sanng up on practical 1est floors was
carried oul in conjunction with the Depariment of Public Works and
State Stores Hoarc.

Chemical preparaions examined were swimming pool chemicals
aml Ansectichies.

The range of office requirements and [oods cxamined for
Crovernment use included ball poant pens, packaging and masking
lapes, paper owels and e, Other samples were medicine measunes,
iaby povider, filter cloth for 1the Central Sugar Cane Prices Board and
polyester eovelopes for the John Oxley Librany.

surface Coatings

Most of the surface coatings examined were decorative painis
sampled from painiers pods by the Queenslapd Housing Commission
and the Depariment of Waorks. The Queensland Housing Commission
is mow wsing only GF.C_ iGovernment Paine Committeeh paints, but
the Department of Works, ahhough considering the use of some
G.P.C. paints, still uses farge quantities of the traditional linseesd
ol Zing oxide pasnl.

When pod samples are aol available. paint scrapings are taken,
and ihree samples of paint scrapings were submitted for analysis by
the Department of Works. The samples are examined fodr Lype of
birder present as well as pigment composition. The binder is idemifiod
to asceriain whether liseed o, alkyd resin o lates (aceylic, PV.C.,
el b bamidber has been wsed.

Ol of the total of 922 samples of GUPAC. paims from the
Queensland Housing Commission, 63 were referred back 10 the
Commission, being either unacceptable for wse as they did nog meet
the G.P.C. requiremenis for the paing specified or were referred For
comment on the labelling of the po sampbes. Correct labelling of pot
campbes is critical for comparison of analytical results with registered
dana

A sampde of grey film-like maierials from a suburban creck was
examined for the Water Quality Council. Its constituents were found
1o e consistend with s being a paint OF pally subsianee.

Filty-nine wropical paint formulations were amalysed from fhe
Department of Waorks painting trials in Nonh Quecnsland,

Table CL details the numbers of susface coating samples [or the
las1 vwo years.

CLINICAL SERVICES

Specialized clirical services are provided (in cerfain fields nod
covered by hospital and registered specialis’s laboratories) mostly for
hospinal, medical and clinical arms of (he Health Department. A
limited number of specimiens are alio handled from privale pros-
titioners, their laboraterics and Commanwealth disiricr laboratories.
Sast of the wotk is performed in one sectional group of the
laboratery. Two sher sections are abso involved 1o a lesser degree.

Clinkcal Toxicology

The category includes the specimens submitied by the Hospials,
Medical Practitioners, the Drog De Unit, Pathology
Laboraiories and the Division of Industrial Medicine, for the
determination of the level of drugs or race metals associated with the
liealth care of patients. The total number of samplés derived from
these somrees was 6 116,

The member of drug delerminations was 4 696, These originaed
from the Dreg Dependence Unin (1938), the Hospitals (1978),
Pathobogy Labormories (669) and miscellancous sources (61}

The drug whentifications for the Hospitals and the Pathology
Labaratosies were—drig screens | 544, clonazepam 377, alcohaol 197,
barbiturates 31, miscellaneous drugs 389,

The number of drug sereens performed for the Drug Dependence
Unit was decreased markedly. following negotiations beiween the
laboratory, the Unit and Roval Brishane Hospital since the laboraiory
was unable 1o cope with the continuing rapid increase (0 the number
of specimens being submitted in the latter pan of 1980, The
laboratory then undeniook 1o analyse a limited number of samples per
week with minimum delay.

The number of drug screens and analyses performed for vasious
hospitals and private pathologisis has shown a 20 per cent inerease,
Curremly, no charge is made for any of these services excepd when the
service s provided for persons outside Queensland.

Ome  thowsand, four hundred  and  pwenty  (race  metal
determinations were made for the Division of Industrial Medicine
(572), haspitals (382). private pathology laboralors (336) and other
{1100, The breakdown of clements is—lead (936), zine (105). copper
(7). mercury (34), arsenic (152), cadmium (17}, other metals (49,

Clinical specimens (blood, urine, etc.) are analyssd for organic
and inorganic pesticide residues. A copy of the results of all analyses is
forwarded 1o the Direcior of Industrial Medicing who provides a
climical advisory inerpretive servioe 1o medical praciitioners.

Table CLI presents the number and type of sample and type of
anplysis conducted on the particular samples.

Dialysis Waiers

Warter for wse in renal dialysis machines must meel specified
standards, The laborniory of fers an analyviical service for these willers.
The renal unit of ihe Princess Alexandra Hospital continugs 1o make
increasing wse of this service, ke hundred and fifty samples were
submitted during the vear, T6 for trace melal analysis, and 74 for
general chemical analysis.

NATURAL RESOURCES

This segment describes services rendered 10 the Department of
Kines, The Gealogical Survey of Queenstand, The Queenstand Coal
Board and the Water Resources Department. The work s outlined
under sample type rather than departmental origin.

Chres and Mimersls

The requiremenis for general mineral assaving was at the low
leved experienced last vear. Onee again gold, silver, copper, lead and
zime were the metals in which most inferest was expressed. Matural gas
nnd crude oil analyses were at the level of previous vears.

The Laboratory embarked on a comprehensive analysis of odl
shale. Samples were submingd not only for tests for the economically
importam oil vield, but also for the very involved analysis for 26
mimor, trace and sub-trace elements. Ol shale is a diffigul material o
analyse 25 it is a “*misiure’™ of two distinetly different materials, ail
and rock. An approach suitable for one material is often not
applicable to the other, Existing Laborarory methods were capable of
handling some of the requirements, but & number had 1o be tested
prior 1o their application to eil shale,

it reflects well on the ability of the siaff that they have becn
sugessful  in examining this  analytically difficult  material,
Undoubiedty, the futune will see this Inboratory gaiming more
expertise and adding more refinements 1o the analysis of this material,

For bath the analysis of condensaies from gas wells and of shale
ol derivates, capillary gas chromatography has proved 1o be a uscful
tood. The technigue was alio useful for the identification of hydro-
carbon ypes kn solvents and in engine additives, some of which were
for forensic purposes, One of the more interesting investigations
required the sdentification of hydrocarbon material in a ' thander-

CEE -
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The proximate analysis of coal, that is the determination of both
ash and moisiure coniend, and ihe gross specific energy of the coal
liberated on combustion. continued through the year. Oocasionally.
furiher information was required on the nature of the coal. This
resulted in the derermination of sulphor in its variows forms, chlorine,
composition of the ash, volatile matter and swelling index. All
samples were submitied by the Cueoenstand Coal Board.

Samples from prospeciors and gougers in the Cloncurry area are
forwarded 1o this laboratory by the Cloncurey Assav Offlice for the
verification of copper content and the determination of miscellaneous
elements. These were mainly gold and silver with the occasional
interest in minerals such as those of tin, bismuth, tungsten, antalum,
cobalt, nickel, iron. calcium, magnesium, zinc, lead and arsemic.

Waler Hesources

The Water Section has for many years provided a water analysis
segvice 1o the Underground and Surface Water Branches of the Water
Resources Commission. Recent vears have seen a rise in the number of
samples submitted in connection with salt water intresion stidies amnd
the slowly increasing salinity in ground water in certain areas of the
State,

Comprehensive analysis of 836 samples was performed for the
Cigological Survey Office of the Mines Depariment. An increased
namber of waters connected with petreleum  exploration were
analysed during ihe year, reflecting the faster lempo of oil and gas
exploration in the presem decade.

The source and number of samples: and number and vpe of
analysis are given in Table CLII.

SERYICES TO THE COMMONWEALTH

These services are provided by specific comraciual arrangement.
Principally, two Commonwealth Departments ane involved. With the
Depariment of Printary Industry, the service i arranged on an anmnsal
rrogramme of specific workload, b the service 1o the Bureau of
Customs is regulated by the allocation of specific officers 1o the 1ask
and an increased workload would increase throughput time.

For both services, the actual cosis are met by the Commonwealth
an a yearly payment basis. Minor services on an ad foc cost basis are
provided 10 the Armed Services. Generally, the Services have their
own chemical laboratories in southern states,

Primarily, three separate sections of the laboratory are invalved
im the work, but the resources of other sections are also utiliced.

Bureau of Customs

Samples arc submiticd by the Burcau of Customs for a number of
reasons. The analysis of a wide range of imporiel goods is undertaken
1o determine the correct tanfl classification for the assesament of
impoert duiy and ihas constitutes the major part of the workload,
although it does nos comprise the greatest number of samples,

Oiher samples ane submined 1o ascertain whether goods comply
wilh varkus pequirements wnder the Customs (Prohibited Imports)
Hegulations. These Regulations preseribe maximum permissible limits
for leachable lead and cadmium in the glazes on crockery, for vierios
toxic mefals in the paint on pencils and anisas brushes, and for
mercury in fish. The Mational Healih and Medical Rescarch Council
has recently approved a new sampling plan for the determination of
mercury in fish, which applics statistical techmigues (o the evaluation
of the results obtained, and calls for a larger number of samples to be
taken than was previously the case, In the new plan the imerpretation
of the resulis has alio been changed.

Co-operation will be necessary 10 ensure that the Regulations
regarding imponiation of fish (controlled by the Commonwealth) and
those regarding sale of fish (controlled by the States) are amended and
remain equivalent, 1o avoid difficuliics in the marketing of fish and
fish

In addition, some samples are submitted for the deiection of
prohibited substances, for analysis to allow determination of Fertilizer
Bounty, and for Excice investigalions.

The results of all analyses carried our for the Bureau of Customs
are confldential, and no information regarding individual samples
meay e disclosed.

Table CLII shows a breakdown of samples roceived from the
Hurean of Customs, and the reason for their submission.

Commonwealth Depariment of Primary Indasiry

The main function is (o ensure that exported dairy products and
foods conform 10 the requirements of the various Commonwealih
Expont Regulations for Food. Oiher analyses are carmed oul when
they are specified by the imponing countries. Tweniy-one samples
were examined for compliance wilh the Australion Defence Force
Fawxl Specifications, The samples handled during (he vear are listed in
Table CLIV.

The number of casein samples examined was bower than for the
previous vear and the number of shrimp (prawn} samples dropped
considerably. However, ihe number of pasteurired frozen liquid egg
samples rose from 208 to 624,

Sasteen of the chesse samples failed in either modsure or milk fm
codlent, fouf we-cieam samphes fakled in 1otal food solids content and
four margarines contained a slight excess of molsture.

Thiny-three in samples, in addit
were analysed for irace clements {lead,
conformed 1o the standard for casein.

Although honey continues (o be an important export . the number
of samples examined was approximately half that of the previous
yEar,

A defined work programme for the datermination of pesticiles
and irace metals on selecied expont primary produce s conducted Lo
preserve Ausiralin’s name as an exporier. Just as imporfing counines
have differing M.H.L.s (maximum residue levels) for pesticides for
imipors and home-produced products, @0 Australia’s MR L.s may
differ from 1he reguirements of importing countrics. The prodecs
and sample mumbers examined are shown in Table CLY,

The examisanions rangs from irace melals (mercury and arsenic)
to  organochlorine  and  organophosphorus  insecticides.  The
information is supplied 1o the colluter, the Co-ordinator of Pesticides,
Depannment of FPrimary Indwsiry, Canberra, The detaals o this
nationwide survey are regularly  disributed 0 participating
lahoratories and the administrators of State food laws,

to the normal analyses,
copper and  ironj—all

RESEARCH

In order to cope with the requirements for greéater nulnlional
information on food producis, the laboratory developed methods Tor
the estimation of cholesters] in margarine and vegetable oils, 1t also
developed a methad For the estimation of mannitol, sorbival ard orler
pedvhivdric alcohols wsed in some artiliclal sweeteners.

Cme chemist was able 10 complele a project on (sh species
ientification and his paper has been accepled for publication by the
Joumal of the Association of Officinl Analytical Chemists [AQAC),
Anather chemist has carried our some work on the estimation of wax
esters found in some decp sca species of fish.

Wiork was carried oul using a high presiure liguid chromatograph
on a rapid method for the estimation of preservative and some
Mavouring substances used in soft drink manufacture. 1t is proposed
1o auiomaie the sysicm so that data will be sccepied by computerized
daia handling sysicms.

Two chemists began a programme of supervised gpoat’s milk in
conjunciion with the Chio Madsen Dadry Rescarch Laboratory. Thas
wils done 1o obtained authenticated samples of genuine unadulieriied
gomt's milk. The purpose of the programme is (0 ohain chemical
data, including the freezing point of the milk, so thal an analvst can
arrive al an opinion on the extent of water adulteration of goar's milk
on sale to members of the commnueminy.

Pesticides

The resgarch into the methodalogy for determining carbamale
pesticides has been completed. Carbamates are pow available o be
reporied in blood, wrine and vegetables.

For many vears, dieldrin was the standard moth-proofing agent
for wisol, its persistence and effectiveness being the source of its value
in that regard. However, the persisience causes a problem in bio-
accumulation and in the environmenl. A substilme & chlorinaed
sulphonamide, is now being used. The laboratory is now engaged in
research on a method of analysis for that prodwct; being degradable,
the problems presented are much more difficult than those involved in
digldrin derection in the envirenment.

One of the methods of confirmation of pesticide identity 1» fiass
speciromery. In this process, oo-extractives interfere, A technigue has
now been developed to eliminate these inlerferences by the use of gel
permieaiion chromatography {melecular size exclision) on the laguid
chromatograph. However, the process, although efficient, b fime-
CHISUImang.

Mines Depariment

A Joint Inboratory and Mines Depariment publicaiion on the use
of a gamma ray backscatter unit for readway dust incombustible
measurement was presented al a national ooal mining symposium
during the year.

Pablications by Government Chembcal Laboratory Siaff

{1} B.G. LOVELY and D.L. GRANTHAM. “The Rapid
Assessment of Conl Mine Roadway Duss using a Pormable
Radinactive Device™. Proc. Symp. of Aust. Inst. of Minkng and
Metallurgy on Ignitions, Explosions and Fires in Coal Mines held
at Wollongong in May, 1981,

W. ). HAMILTON, “*Fish Species ldentification by Thin Layer
Agarose lsocleciric Focusing and Subsequent  Densitometric
Scanning”. Journal of the Association of Official Analytical
Chemists (in Press).
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DIVISION OF HEALTH EDUCATION AND INFORMATION

Director: ERROL E. SCHAEFER, M.V.O., M.P.RE.LA.

Assistant Director: NEIL WAIT, B.A., MAS H.E., AALH.S.

The role of health education as an important strategy of
preventive health is well recognized. The reality facing health
education it the challenge 10 conver! knowledge into action. A distinet
baly of knowledge is developing 1o meet this challenge.

The more people of all ages who can be persuaded 1o adopt
healthy lifestyles and become aware of the advamages of changing
inappropriate health behaviouss, the greater the guality of life enjoved
by the communily.

Iv ks important that young people, particularly, are convineed that
their lifestyle today las an infuence on their health status i laer life.

As part of its contribution (o this on-going 1@k, staff of the
Division of Health Education and Information have been involved in
introducing. (rialling and implementing a wide range of health
education  programmes and  activities. This work has  been
supplemenied by the preparation and revision of some 93 pamphleis
on a wide range of health-related subjects. In addition. some 6
specialioed publications for doctors, dentists and teachers have been
prepared, During the past year, the general public and the professions
have requesied more than 4 000 000 copies of health education
material which inchuded booklets. pamphlets, posters, stickers and
bookmarks.

As the expectations and demands upon health education incneass
amnd technigues become more comples, the need lor adequate rescarch
amnd evaluation is grester, and research and evaluation procedunes ane
utilizing increasingly larger proportions of health education resources,

As the resulis of these endeavours become available, however, the
elficiency and effectivencss of health education will be Taciliated.

Co-operative working relationships with all bodies working in the
figld are imporiant and lianison has been euablished with the Aus-
tralian Medical Associntion, Australian Denial Association, Mational
Saferty Council, Queensland Cancer Fund, Department of Edwcation,
Depantment of Aboriginal and lslander Advancement, Divisions
within the Department, and with commercial and community service
organiraiions.

The mctivities of the Division are implemenied through ihe
following sections:—

Health Maimlenance

Health and Human Relations

Special Projocts (Aboriginals and Islanders)
Community Health Education

Information Services

Training.

- & = &

HEALTH MAINTENANCE SECTION

Nuirition

“Eating 10 Enjoy Life', a new nutrition booklet, has been
developed and published and is currently being distribuded Siate-wide.
The aim of the booklet is 1o promote understanding and practice of
the Ausiralinn Dieletic Association's nine dietary guidelines. The
format of the bookler is consistent with a positive and attractive
healthy lifesiyle approach. Developmemt is following on  the
production of supplementary teaching and visual aid kiis covering
each of the guidelines.

Consumer Education

Adsociation has been maintained with TRIPOD, the food
working party of the Consumer Affairs Bureau, which it concerned
wilh standards for food marketing. Pamphlets are being prepared on
date marking and ingredient labelling 1o promote awarensss among
producers and consumers.

Healihy Lifesiyle

One pilot programme was undertaken a1 Park Ridge (o Murther
cxploe the wselelness of the Alameda and Framingham studies into
assesament of healthy lfesiyle, With its recently acguired display
micro-compuier, the Division has developed a prind-oul progrimime
outlining healih potential related 1o various behavioural criteria.

These developments can usefully be emploved with the mini
computer in display and group programme sctivities, and alio allow
for follow.up and evaluwation.

A project is being researched and carried out currently in
conjunclion with Griffith University involving the study of a com-
munity 1o find the relationship Berween vital lung capacity, heart and
respiratory diseases, and home and work caviroamen.

Home Safety Programmse

Rescarch on siatistics of non-transport accidents, together with a
review of scciden! prevention literature, has resulied in a plan 1o
conduct a Slate-wide pilot siudy of a new siybe home safety health
education programme, The programme, as proposed, is imitially
targetted a1 mothers-to-be, and will invalve atcempis 10 modify home
environments which have accident risk potential. Data for the hose
accident fact shest was also updated.

Huliday Salely Ranger Competition 11

The 1980-81 Christmas holidays competiton aliracied entries
from aboul 16 000 children throughou Queensland, which represents
approximaiely a 160 per cent increase on last year. Competitors were
invited 10 answer guestions relating 1o prevention of drowning and
sup-caused skin cancer/premature ageing of the skin, and w0 st
what rebevanl préeventive measures they planned for the Chrisimas
holidays. Information materinls were forwarded as pant of the
competition package. Prizes of sun hats, T-shires, stick-on slogans,
and siickers wite awarded.

Safety in the Son

A special grant was wsed for a Stave-wide mass media sun safety
campaign. The campaign was based upon materials developed in the
previous year. Approved sun hats were presented to the Surf Life
Sa\'ing Acsociation for distribution (o members on beach patrel. A
wide disribution of information mmerials supponed the media
component. Also, a survey is under way 10 assess the effectiveness of
e Division's presemt primary and secondary school kit of teaching
nobes on sun safety. The resulis of this survey will assist in a revision
of the cugrent kit and the completion of a similar kit for kindergarien
and bower primary school teachers,

IBenmial Health

A “caravan plague testing tunncl'® w6l up in King George Square
as part of Dental Week provided lively public interest. However, the
Division's marn invalvemen! was in a contest Tar school food services,
tsckshops or their alternatives and school boarding houses, The
contest invited submission of menaus to accord with entry criteria, with
the besi entrics being reproduced in a School Food Services booklet
for State-wide distribuiion.

Fluoribe Supplemcent Dosages

Allpharmacists were advised of the need to corredt labels on old
Muoride supplement stocks, which recommend higher doses than
e currently mdvised by the Matienal Health and Medical Research
Council, In association with the Division of Denial Services, a new
label has been prepared, together with a ciscular letter 1o all docrors,
dentists and pharmacisis, advising new dosage levels, dosage modi-
fecation in areas with fall or partial Auoridation (**Full®* = opimum
lewel of one part pom., or more), and Aeorsde content of the Stae's
waler supplies.

Food Hygiene and Handling Coarses

Courses 1o demonsteate correct handling of food were conducied
a1 hospitals, including Prince Charles, Roval Brishane, Southpor
General. Waolson Park, Toowoomba General, Baillic Henderson,
Challiror Centre, Ipswich General, Princess Alexandra and Basil
Saafford, and the Wacol Cook-Freeze factory, Kitchen and catenng
stalf, and someiimes norsing staflf, were involved. A food higsene
manual incorporating procedures devised in these and asociated
courses is being developed and will include siudent notes, audio-viszal
miterial and other zids.

Informarion and resource materials have also been provided to a
number of ofganizations and groups.

Head Lise Education ki

Kit marerials were prepared and are ready Tor inal i the Hrisbane
area. The kits contain pamphlels, posters, slibe sets, amd script,
“kbefore and after”™ tests for knowledge/behaviour changes, story
sheet for younger children, microscope shides and hand lens, and
background notes for kif wsers.

Patential Life Years Los

Mosi tables appearing in the original booklet have been updated
using 1977 morbidity and 1978 morality fligures.



124

lealth Week 1931
Aatividies included:—

= World Health Day luncheon in conjunction with Uniged
Nations Association and Ausiralion Medical Association:

= School Praject Competition, with schools entering projects
under the theme, “*Prevent the Basriers Being Buile’". Some
excelleni work was submitted o immuanizstion and accrdent
prevention. The Australian Medical Association presented a
prize and shickd for annual competition:

= Questionnaire sent 10 all health and welfare bodies in the
Srate, seeking their views on achieving **Heahh for all by the
year 20000, Oumeomes included information suitable for
preparation of a health services directory, and collection of
data which is now in process.

Immunizatkon Campaigns

Co-operation was given 1o a restaurant chain in an immunization
promotion, in which posters were displayed and children adequately
immunized received free food items. Media promotion of general
immunization was undertaken in the Luter hall of 1980, and a specific
rubella immuanization campaign incleding posters, pamphlets, radio
and television commercials was prepared and launched in 1981,
Packages of radio and tebevision advertisements, Al posters arns being
seil to local authosities for their own school rubella campagn
prOmOLons,

International Year of Disabled Persons

A co-operative venture with occupational therapists from Prinde
Charles. Princess Abexandsa, Mater and Royal Brisbane hospials
produced an array of audio-visual materials promoting awanensss of
disabled persons and their conditions. Under the direction of the
Rehabilitation Services Director, displays were developed with slide
presentations, and an LY. DUP. pamphibe was produced.

Swimming Pood Hygiene

Requests have been received For some time (rom local asthorinics
and the general community For specific instruction on swimming pool
and similar hygiene. While technical maierial has been available, i has
not been presented wiklely enough, A new pool hygicne pamphlet has
been drafted and s proposed for release to coancide with the coming
SUWMAMET SCA%00.

Pri-Hetirement Cowrses

Officers have comributed 1o presretirement courses organized by
the Commonwealih Government, by introducing “*health in senicr
years'” componenis, These components aim Lo CNSOUTARE MAINIET-
ance of physical, mental and social health in post-FElIfemMEnt Years,

Talks and Resources

During the wear, gfficers gave many talks and discussions on a
adde range of preveniive topics o community groups in the Brishane
area, Section officers are also involved in researching and providing
information for o koc enguiries, and albso consulting with the
on team in the development of a wide range of information
materiali.

HEALTH AND HUMAN RELATIONS SECTION

“mianneal High'® is the provocative title of a new resource film
produced by the Davision for use in drug eduslion PROEFAMmS
throwghout the Siaie.

This short (14-minuieh colour film raises “quality of life"" issues
of immediate relevance to adolescents, including personal growth and
development, the imponiance of family and friends, lifesiyles and
lealih, and lifecoping skills  like commgnication, relaxation,
problem-solving, etc.

“‘Matural High'' developed out of current thinking in drug
education—ihat i3, recognition that drug use may satisy imporanm
needs in the individual's lifc and that to be effective, drug education
misd seek o provide individuals with alternative wavs of meeting
thase fedds,

While the production of resources is an exsential clement in health
education, oer major effon has been direcied at reaching those peaple
in face-1o-face comagt with our 1argel populations. To do this, we
have developed three distingt services—Comsullancy: Provision of
information: Programme Planning & Development.

Consullandy

We provide a consullancy service for the development of drug
cducalion programmes by other organizations. Help and guidance is
given o the Education Depaniment on curriculum development,
programme design and evaluation, and resources available for use in
health programmes. The service has been widely used by secondary
and terthary institutions, community groups, and other Government
depariments and agenckes, for example, Mothers Against Drugs.
Wouth Council of Queensland, Menial Healih Association, Queens-

land Consumer groups, Citizens’ Advice Bureanx, Drug Arm, Pre.
School Associmion, ete.

Informalion

*  Respircer.— The Section is now a comprehensive resounce
centre,  with up-to-date  referemce . and  suppon
materiali—posters, fac1 sheets, gl —which meet commsnity
needs for information and assistance. Regular contact with
Community Health Centres ensures a consistent appraach 1o
drug cducation programmes throughout the State.

«  Digays.—Over the last two years, the Division has con-
siderably altered the format for s health promotion displays
1o involve greater interaction with the viewing public. In the
Division's **Relax in the 80°s™ display ar the 1980 Brishane
Exhibition, 42 000 people played electronic health games,
19 B0 listened B0 tapes on felasation which were placed in
refaxation boodhs, 30000 people played compuier health
games, and 40 000 cups of cold water were distributed, as well
as 20 000 copies of pamphbes on stress and relaxation, and
T N copies of the “Coping Natwrally"" bookbea,

The aims of the display were Lo promoie SIFCss MARAZe-
men without the over-use of drugs, 1o have show visitors
experience » few minuies of relaxation, and 1o imrodece them
10 alternative ways of controlling stress.

Flanning and Programming

Inpovative programame dﬂrnhpumm las been the hallmark of
this Section; —
®  Stress Maragement Progeavime.—The Siress Management
Programme aimed at the whole communiiy was launched in
March, 1981, It combined media promotion with education
through Community  Health Cenires and  community
organizations. Short-term objectives of the programme are 1o
increase public awareness of the relationship bebween siress,
health and disease, and of recommendesd stress management
fechniques, and 1o increase the number of people using the
techniques. The long-term aim is to measare & reduclion in the
consumption of preseribed and non-prescribed drugs, and the
incidence of stress-refated disease, There has been a srong
response 10 1he television commercial and the new booklet
“Living with Siress', with some 800 requests received in one
month.

*  Personal Development Programme,—A promotive health
education project was designed to investigate the short-term
effectiveness of feedback of personal Miness measures on the
health behaviour of adolescents an a namber of Technical and
Further Education Colleges, unemployed youth groups, and
high scha students. The programme has already been thown
10 madivate personal responsibility for health and well-being.
The course uses films, health and fitness assessments, group
dizcussions, and interactive compulers to enable the students
1o investigate aspects of phvsical and mental health, 1o under-
standd health-promoting behaviours, relaxation and Beisurne
skills. Health siatus data has been oollected from students for
analysis and evalustion. Results of this evaluation, currently
awaiting compater analysis, should be available in the near
future.

s Teacher Tratmimg Progromme.—As well as the “Current
Health Issues' programme with final-year physical edecation
wrainees ot Kelvin Grove College of Advanced Education, a
number of in-service programmes for teachers was provided.
Evaluation of these presentations indicates a high level of
satisfaction with our programmes.

Health education camps for Grade 11 students are also
co-ordinated as part of the teacher raining programme. The
camp programime has been highly successful and has been
adopted as a format for health education by a number of high
schoals.

*  Staff Traiming.—To (urther their expertise, staff of the
Section  undértook  in-service iraining o1 seminars and
workshops, and attended mational and international confer-
ences on health education and drugs.

= Commpuaily Development.—Support and advice have been
affered 1o a number of organizations and community groups
in their formulation of communily development poojects.

Ini the 12 months 1o the end of Jume, this Section conducied 265

programme sessions involving 3 840 participants, Resource material
distributed totalled 245 579 individual items,

SPECIAL PROJECTS SECTION

Field Lizison

During the vear, health education and liaison officers conducted
or discussed health education programming with Abornginals and/of
Torres Strait Idanders in communities or reserves a1 Atherton,
Bloomficld  River, HBoulia, PBundaberg. Burketown, Caims,
Camooweal, Cardwell, Cherbourg, Chillagoe, Cloncurry, Coen,
Cooktown, Dajarra, Doomadgee, Gladstone, Herberton, Hopevale,
Ingham, Kennedy, Kowanyama, Lawra, Lockharn River, Mackay,
Marecka, Maryborough, Mornington 1sland, Mossman, Mount lsa,
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Mormanton, Palm  Island, Pialba, Rockhampion, Scarmess,
Siradbroke Island, Thursday lsland, Townsville, Tully, Weipa,
Wioorabinda, Yarrabah and York Idand. Following rationalization of
the Health Education Assistants system, new roles have been
established in supporting bodh this Division®s health education
activities amd that initiated by the Aboriginal Health Team,
Adlvaniage was taken during feeld trips 1o facilitale implemeniation of
the new roles,

Co-speration with viher Organizations

Section officers co-operaied and consulied with a wide range of
State and Commonwealth Covernment Departments and Divisions,
and mon-Government institutions and organizations. These included
the Depariment of Aboriginal and |slander Advancement, Aboriginal
Healih, the Aboriginal and lslander Community Health Service,
Aboriginal Hostels, Division of Maternal and Child Healh, St
Vimcent de Paul, Salvation Army, most Churches amd  Local
Authorities throughout Queensland, Family Planning Association,
Queensland  Epilepsy  Association, and  Aderba 2 self-help
oarganization working with people suffering from phobic conditions).

Waomen's Healih Programme

During the vear. emphasis has been om training mon-Division
healih personnel fe.g. Public Health Nurses and Aboriginal Health
Assistanis) how to plan, implénent and evaluate this programme in
their specific areas of responsibility,. Work was undertaken in
conjunction with the Family Flanning Association and the Aboriginal
Health Programme on a family planning kit for wse by Aboriginal
health workers, The kit emphasizes spacing of children rather than
lumiting the size of families. The eaching kit is due for release in the
next fiscal year and will include teaching notes, slides and pictorial
flash cards, ligts of resources, and ieaching sirategics.

Mutrition Educatbon and Budgeling Programme

Development is still continuing, and consubiation and advice was
canvassed during the vear™s field trips,

Tallehudgera Youth Camp

Some 36 teenage bovs and girls from Woodridge and Cherbourg
took part in a fourday healthy lifestyle camp at Tallebudgera
National Fitness Camp. Participanis were taught techniques in
relaxation, recreation, and resuscitation, together with individual and
social development, murition. and body care and grooming. Health
Education Assistanis who helped supervise the programme fook
advaniage of skills learni 1o establish new health education activity in
their respective arcas.

V. Calour Film

This 15-minute colour presemation, produced by the Division in
video a5 well as % mm and 16 mm film, is pew complele with
sommentary and facilitator notes for loan 1o approved health workers
and agencics. Copics of the kit may be borrowead from the Divizion's
filmm library.

Amswers” Mews Sheel

“Answers"', which has beem valuabde in developing health
conmsciowsness among Abogiginals and Islanders, has been pul though
a process of re-development lollowing consultation with target groups
and other agemcies. It is now to be printed in colowr and the new
format includes established preventive health themes together wilth
personalized health liaison.

Aboriginal and lslander Colendar

The 1981 calendar featured poriraits of tradithonal lie including
carroboree, huniing and fishing scenes, together with artifacts and
everyday commodities in use by Abonginals and lslanders in
traditional Lifestyle. Distribution remains ar § 000 copies.

Home Programmes

Programmes have been conducted in various private homes for
individual Aboriginal families or wider groups, Topics have included
women's hiealth, nutrition, services provided by Government agencies,
fitness and recreation, and human development,

Studeni Tralning

Graduate students in nuirition and dictelics from the Queenstand
Institute of Technology have been supervised in nurritional pro-
gramme development ot the Aboriginal/Tslander rehabilination hosiel,
with park peaple, homeless persons and unemploved youth involved
wilh the youth support scheme.

Epilepsy Week

The Director chaired a seminar held during Epilepsy Week and
officers participated in promedional activilies. Further assisiance was
given 1o the Epilepsy Association and Community Health Services
Cenitres in Rockhampron, Gladstone and Mackay.

Programmes with Homeless Persons

Regular on-going programmes are conducted al the 139 Club
(Walk-in Centre); The Shed (Youth Suppon Schemel; Jodare Hosiel
{Aboriginal and Islanders Rehabilitation Unity; Pindaro (Salvation
Ay fesibence and alcohol/drsg detoxification wnity; Hassal House
{Church hostel for homeless youth, both male amnd female). Topics
coverad inclided smoking, alcohol, nurition, hepatitis, diabetes,
epilepsy, head lice, scabies, V.. and budgeting. The primary aim of
these programmes is 1o encourage the largely uncmployed homeless
apathetic persons 1o maintain personal interest and health during their
peefiaed of crisis.

COMMUNITY HEALTH EDUCATION

Community Health Education Officers are  localed  in
Community Health Services Cenires i Townsville, Mackay.
Rockhampion, Toowoomba, Gold Coast, Ipswich and lInala.
Curremily, no officers are bocated at Cairns and Redeliffe due o
tramsfers and promosions during the vear,

Health Edwcation Officers in Community Healh Services

Centres fullil & Four-fold role:—

* To implement at the regional or boecal level ithe Siate-wide
hzalih education programmes;

* To be o poinl of dissemination for informational materials
and resources produced by the Division;

* To provide a health eduecation resource for the Healh
Centre’s multi-disciplimary 1eam;

*  To liaise and co-ordinate with local agencies and communiny
groups in the development amd implementation of ncal health
education initiatives,

They maintain close laison with the Division, which provides
them with resource materials, programme development and training.
A one-week in-service training programme was conducted in May,
1981, for all Community Health Education Officers 10 upate skills,
aoquainl them with programme developments and 1o foster o co-
ordinated approach to health education strategies,

In addition to the Siate-wide programmes, activities i the
community bevel have covered o wide range of health ancas, reflecting
the varved necds of the local communities.

These programmes have included —Diabetes support groups, care
ol the ageing. coronary hearn disease risk factors, safely and first aid,
immunization, nutrition (including school tuckshop seminars),
obesily comtrol groups, ante-natal education, drug educaion and
“*5kills for Living"'.

INFORMATION SERVICES

The Information Services EBranch produces and distributes
maderials which may be broadly classified mo serving 1wo
functions:—

* The provision of a wide range of health information as o

service freely available fo the public;

* The production of resource and informational materials as

integral pans of oo-ordinated health cdiscation programmes.

In serving both these funciions, the Division now disiribuies
publications wnder cighi main cdassificaiions:—General Pamphleis
(B5); Booklets (15 Posters (34); Restricted Demzl Pamphles (7)
Bookmarks (3); Stickers (3 Vieinamese Language Pamphleas (35
Miscellaneows Publications (Hat Pamern, Tar Table, Colouring Sheet,
Dirink Coaster, Immunization Record Card).

This year, a new recording system was introduced which provided
a more accurate record of distribution.

Distribution figures Tor 1980-81 were:—
*  Ceneral pamphlels ..o misssae s ssee
= Specialized publications.........oueeammesmmnns et

Percentage break-up of requests revealed the following: —

& Cieneral pamphlets—General  public  20.86%;  Healih
Deparment (Marernal and Child Health, School Healih)
25.72%: Schools 14.45%%: Local Authoritics  4.62%%;
Hospitals 11.84%; Privalc Organizations 18.71%; Dvision
Staff 0.73%:; Private Docrors 4. 10%; Private Dentisis 0,978,

* Specialioed  publications—CGeneral  public 2.09%;  Health
Department (Maternal and Child Health, School Healih)
3i1.54%; Schools 12.49%; Local Awhorities  12.01%;
Hospitals X.12%: Private Organirntions 21.17%; Division
Sinff 0.33%%; Private Doctors 5.19%;  Privaie Dentisis
13.06%,
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LEGISLATION

Health Act Amendment Act 1980 (No, 2}=This Act amends the
Health Act 1980 and provides for the establishment and
maintenance of & Cancer Regisiry in Queensland. Assemed 1o on
30th Sepiember, 1980, on which day, sections | and 2 of the A
came inio operation.

Remaining sections of the Act nod yet proclnimed,

Forond Act 1981 =This legislation will, when commenced, amend the
Health Act 1937-1980 by deleting those provisions of that Ac
relaied to food. For the purposes of uniformity of legislation on
food ihroughout Awstralia, the Act provides for the con-
solidation and amendment of the Law relating 1o the preparation
and sale of food, the securing of the wholesomeness and purity of
food, and the fixing of siandards for Food. Assenied 1o on 12th
Jung, 1981, At yet (o be proclaimed.

Medival Aot Amerdment Acr 1951 —Provided for amendment of the
Medtcal Act 19351950 10 allow Tor the incorporation of medical
practices. Assented 10 .on Hieh May, 1981, on which day, sections
1 and 2 came ino operation, Remaining sections of the Act m
vel proclaimed,

Chueentland Tnitifure of Medica! Reseerch Aot Amesdinent Ael
1981 ="Provided for amendment of the Juesnslend lresiinie of
Maedical Research Al 15943-1980 w0 give 10 the Queensland
Institure of Medical Research Trast similar powers of invesimeni
for money which the Trust itself raiscs to those available (o the
Trust for money which it receives from the Council of ihe
Instalute. Assent given on 20k May, 1961, on which date the
legrsdation became effective,

SUBORDINATE LEGISLATION—1980-81

HEALTH ACT 1937-1980

Amcadment of ' The Paoisons Kegulations of 1973

{1y Amendment of .‘;uh-]-t-t'gul;lin}u ATAOT pre-
scribing the poisons which may be wsed by a
school dental therapist 10 enable all schood
dental therapests o avail themselves of new tech-
migques involving ihe wse of newly deseloped
producis which comain ether and phenol.

(i) Insertion of new Sub-Regulation to require
manufacturers of products containing Muoride
supplements to label the product with such
directions for wse as are specified by the
Mational Health and Medical Research Council.

Order in Council

Dieclaring each of the subsances specified therein 1o
be a dangerous drug under and for the purposes of
section 130 of the Health Act.

Amendment of ““The Polsons Regulatbons of 1971
Providing for inercases in licenece fees.

Amendment of (he Queenstand Radium Institue
Hegulations 1978

Increasing the fees payable to the Chairman and
Members for anendance an mectings.

Amendment  of  “Pest  Control  Operators
Regulations 1977

Increasing fees pavable for application for & licence
a5 & Pest Controd Operator or for the renewal of a

licenee.

Amendment of ““The Convalesceni Home Hegu-
Fatknas, 1963

Increasing the fee pavable for renewal of a licence
for a convalessent home.

Amendment of the Food and Drug Regalaiions 1977
iRegulation 10711

Ingreasing the fee payable in respect of the chemacal,
rhysical, combined chemical and physical or bac-
tericdogical analysis of a food, drug or aricke
{MOTE.—This Sub-Regalation was subsequently
repealed by the Analysis Fees Regulations, 1981).

Ameadment of (he Private Hospiials Regulations
1978

Increasing the fees payable for the issue and renewal
of a licence for a private hospital.

Amendment o “The  Poisons
Hegulations, 1973

Increasing the fees payable for the issue and rencwal
of licences 1o undertake fumigation.

Amendment of ihe Food and Drog Regulations 1977

Providing for ceriain medications o be supplicd in
child resistani packoges.
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Amendmeni of “The Polsons Regulations of 1973

Amending Sub-Regulation AS5.01 and insering a
new Sub-Hegulation AS.03 to permit the use of
heroin subject to the written approval of the
Director-General of Health and Medical Services,

Amendment of **The Poisons Kegilations of 1973

Prowiding for certain prohibated plants to be hebd on
premises of the Queensland Police Depariment
for the purpose of training of Police Offficers
engiged in drug detection.

Amendment of the Fowd and rug Hegulations 1977

Incorporating the latest standards approved by the
Mational Health and Medical Bescarch Council
relating 1o the labelling and date-marking of food
packages.

Amcadment of “The Milk-Sellers Hegulations of
173"

Dedeting the provisions relating 1o the lbelling and
scaling of bowtles or comainers of milk which
manters are now prescribed in the Food and Drig
Regulations 1977,

Analysis Fees Regulations 1981

Mew Regulmions prescribing fees for analysis of any
food. drug or amicle or examination by a Staie
botanist of any prohibied plany and repealing
analysis fees provisions in the Fool and [hrug
Regulations 1977

Amendmeni of the Food Hygieme Repulations of
1976

Amcnding the listof Local Authorivies authorized 1o
issue Heences and 1o regisier premises for ihe
preparation. sale, manufaciure, packing or repack-
ing of lood for sale,

Rodioaclive Substances Act 1958-1978

Proclamation fising 81h November, 1980, as the
date on which the provisons of the Badioaciive
Subsiances Act Amendmicat Act 1978 shall come
into operation,

Amendment of “The Radisactive Substances

Regulations, 1061

Increasing the fees payable for applicaton [or a
licence of renewal of o licence to have in posses-
sion, use, sell or transpon radicactive substances
and irradiating apparates and registration aml
rencwal of registration of am  erradialing
apparalus.

TRANSPLANTATION AND ANATOMY ACT 1979

Ohrder in Council

Declaring Testing Serum and Control Sefum Aol 1o be a*lissue®’ for the purposss of those provisions of the Frarsplanianion
and Amatory Act 1979 which prohibic the sale of human lissee.












