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Department, Professor H, C. Webstor, and DMr.,
N, F. Robertson of the Physies Department of
the University of Queensland. It was pleasing
10 note the readiness with which the owners of
the machines were willing to have them tested
and altered to meet the standards recommended,

Bakehonses have been inspeeted in regard to
stundard of bread and hygiene, There was
eriticism of my pemarks at varions times by
the then seeretary of the Bread Manufaeturers'
Association. This eriticism was direeted mainly
towards the reference to the standard of flour
being used, but ne mention was made of the
rish methods neeessary to et ““hot ™’ bread on
the eart by 7 am. following the 5 mm. start.
This, in my opinion, is the main reason for the
quality of the bread of Brishane,

_ Comeern is felt at the continnanee of the war-
time measure of pastenrised milk vendors in
Drisbane using the footpath as a “depot.’” A
mecting was held with both wholesalers amd
retailers, and all agree that this unhygienie
practice should cease. It is realised that build-
g restrictions prevent the srection of the ideal
structure, but temporary buildings would be
acceptable as better than nothing. Tegal action
will be taken after a reasonable time to prevent
the practiee if it does not cense,

The 50 per cent. subsidy made to Loeal
Authorities for mosquito control was commended
hy DProfessor B. Ford, Professor of Publie
Health at the University of Sydney, in an
article on **The Malaria Problem in Australia
and in the Australian Pacific Territories,'
published in the Medical Journal of Australia,
I am of the opinion the encouragement given to
Loeal Anthorities in this praetical manner is
responsible for the absence of malaria in this
State. Approval has been given for it to be
continned this year,

Vriran Stamistics,

Population.—The estimated population of
Queensland  at 315t December, 1949,  was
1160300, an inerease of 27.725 for the ¥Our.
Of these 429,530 lived in Brisbane. Table I,
shows the growth of Queensland and of Brisbane

sinee the turn of the century, ascording to the
VALIDUS Consnses,

TABLE L

Snowixe THE POPULATION OF QUEENSLAND AND OF
BRISHANE AT THE VaARToUs UENsUSES, AND THE PER.
cunTaGE oF Torat POPVLATION LIVING 1% BREBANE.

Cenams Year. weenalamd. Brrisbane. Livieg =
4 Dgisbars.
1901 .. 498,128 119,425 24:0
1911 .. 005,813 130,450 230
1821 .. TEROT2 2,041 3-8
1033 .. T 534 260, T4E 36
1047 .. 1,106,415 402, 0%0 ELE

Althomgh the population of DBrisbane is
mersasing at a rate disproportionate to the
population of the rest of the State, the percent-
age of the total population living in the capital
vity is not nearly as high asin New South ales
[(almost 50 per cent.), Victoria (60 per cent.)
and South Australia (65 per cent.). FProbably
the  development of sceondary  industries in
Brishane has cansed the relatively rapid rise in
population. Nevertheless, the majority of people
still live in conniry distrieis, zeattered in small
communitices over a tropieal and sub-tropi
arca of 670,00 square miles, and the provision
of modern serviees in preventive and eurative
medicine 15 no mean un{lnrtaking. The Flying
Doctor Servies, the rail dental elinies, maternal
and child welfare elinie ear and sub-eentres in
isolated districts help to reduce the feeling of
isolation frequently felt by people who live in
outhack areas far from medieal or nursing aid.
In some eases, maternal and child welfare nurses
pay regmlar visits by air to centres diffieult of
aceess.  To enconrage people to go into the
eountry and develop it for food produetion,
these medieal services will not only have to be

maintained bnt they must be expa , but snch

expangion can only be realised if trained nurses

are willing to go to the country,

Births.—During the vear 1949, 27748 hirths
were registered in Queensland.  The crnde hirth
rate {births per 1000 mean population) was
24.2. Table II. compares the erude birth rates of
Queensland with those of other States and over-
soag eonniries sinee 1910,

TABLE II.
Crune Biwtn Rars (ren 1,000 PorvrnaTios).

= T— 18900, T, 19340, 1844, 1045, 1. 1847, 1848, 1.

Commonwealth of Austenlin T 55 168 ]
18- 21-7 237 i1 231 229
E:‘:g:m'!'l' Woles. - 53 bor ] B0 199 M8 e 257 M7 s 3
Virtoct 278 Tk ] 158 21-1 22.8 ag.2 232 221
hl‘-‘th“ ".ﬂtm;l'ml!in (] M5 230 185 168 35 231 231 221 210
Waslarn At I." -5 247 17-4 167 3] pt B 252 241 3-8
Taamazls Tafla 2800 247 21-4 194 210 4B 258 251 254
Now Boaland -2 573 21-7 208 233 7-2 357 24 261
United ]{i.np:rinm- - 24-2 25-1 1588 212 232 25-2 -4 255 240
Nhilied s of Ay e 2540 35-4 185 146 162 114 M7 181 170
O ol Amoerien s n -7 (5. 81] 1749 19:6 233 287 24-3 401
. va i n 204 23-0 21-5 234 264 08-fh 270 266

n Not available,

g /

It is apparent that the birth rate 15 0.
meneing to fall from its high post-war level.
Nevertheless it remains above the latest rate

recovded for the Commonwealth of Australia,
and good seonomic conditions will tend to keep
the birth rate above those of the pre-war
period,















Mothers and Infants—For a population to
inerease by natural means, the birth rate must
be sufficiently high, and the maternal and
infantile mortality rates must be so low that
the great majority of mothers and infants
survive, In addition, the net natural increase
must be such that the population can at least
replace itself. To demonstrate these aspeets,
Table VI. has been inserted, in which various
rates for Queensland and Australia have been
ineluded.

The erude birth and infantile and maternal
mortality rates have been defined previously.
The erude birth rate is not entively satisfactory
a5 a reproductive index, as it takes no aceount
of the age and sex distribution of the popula-
tion. To obtain a troer measorve of fertility
statisticians make use of gross reproduction
rate, net reproduction rate and true replace-
ment rate. The Government Statistician defines
the gross reproduction rate as *‘the number of
children who would be born to the average
woman during the whole child-bearing period of
her life if eurrent rates prevailed throughout
the whole of the time."" The net reproduction
rate is obtained from the gross rate by allowing
for the preduction of female echildren who
themselves fail to reach child-bearing age.
The gross reproduction rate is not affected hy
age compogition and is te be preferred to the
ernde birth rate; it measures fertility but it
does not take mortality of women into account

nor does it measure the rate at which the
population is replacing itself. For this purpose
the net reproduction rate is used. This indicates
the average number of female children who
would ultimately be born to girls born during
the year if the fertility and mortality rates for
that year remained unchanged. A mnet repro-
duetion rate of less than unity indicates a
declining population, provided ne immigration
ocours and provided fertility and mortality
remain unchanged. The true replacement rate
is based on still more information, in that it
takes into aceount not only varying proportions
of women of ehild-bearing age but also the
differing proportions of women in the early
vears of married life at which period fertility
is always higher than in the later years of
marriage, irrespective of the age of the wife
when the marriage commenced. [t is the net
reproduction rate adjusted to eliminate tem-
porary fluctuations in the proportion of women
married and in nombers of married women at
cach duration of marriage. In 1949, the true
replacement rate was 1.23—ije, the women of
Queensland reproduced 22 per cent. more ehil-
dren than were required to replace the present
generation of mothers,

The mportant conelusion to be drawn is that
the Quesnsland population is reproducing itself
and in this respeet compares more than favonr-
ably with the Commonwealth of Ausirvalia and,
indeed, with other English-speaking conntries.

TARLE Y1,
BaRTH, ISPANT MORTALITY, MATERNAL MORTALITT, A¥D REFRODCOTION RATES, QUEENSLAND AND AUSTRALIL,

Crude Birth Infant Mortality Maternal Gross e et I’((-F:)- Troe Replace-

Hate, Hate, Mortality Rate dmction BD.:: disction Hate, mamnt HEE 9
Aus. ueens- | Aus- ubena- | Alis upems- | Anse | Queesss | Awmi- | Qoeens: | Aus-
w tralin, ql-m. tralia, qm tralia. l:.Iu:.i. tmis. | land. | tmlia. | land. | tenlia.

= Fo T g2 | 1oe | anss 415s | 377 n 154 n ] n n

ﬁ i 24 | x2 | a4 | e | 5T | s n 171 u 142 " "
o F & 50 e 657 :3, 472 n 151 n 131 i 1-a8
1l ., 1 15-2 Ak 421 G40 n ILd B 1-0% 0 1-04
na .. 1% 184 44 FER] 481 o] n (L] B A B -1
1930 20 17T 35 a2 581 40 128 10 118 1k 118 0-i%
1040 .. g1 1540 35 e 450 i 125 1-10 115 140 114 ol
1041 .. 1549 a9 397 438 i 130 115 118 107 115 Gph
I e - 101 30-5 347 359 128 1-18 118 140F 108 [
b B 87 283 -5k 313 1-:: 1-26 126 1116 1-15 1=
I ma - FA R ] e 313 iﬂ ;,3.5 1+ 185 142 1206 118 1%
1845 | [ 218 294 47 15 181 1:34 139 124 128 (1

186 .. 24 F=ar 250 208 185 1465 148 142 1-33 1-86 0

17 .. 25 24-1 1 225 12 1-&7 1 1-48 1-54 1-30 1-88 n

T4l . 24 2a-1 an o8 147 m 1 1-45 1-51 1-33 1-23 n

4 . 24 et ] M 253 144 o 1850 i 1-50ts n 122k n

& Figures for 1000 nod available. Figutes shown are For 1802

] .
m Mok avallahle,

ComaruMicapLe Disgases,
Communicable disease tables VII., VIIL, and
IX. show the incidenee of communicable and
notifiable diseases in Queensland for the ealen-
dar year 1949, and for the fiscal year 1949.50,

dissectad into Metropolitan and Extra-metro-
politan figures.

Generally speaking, there is little significant
change in the notifieations from previons years.
Attention is drawn to the following notifiable
discases :


















There iz a distinet publie demand for tetanns
immunigation, and when we consider that in the
five vears 1945-49, 8% persons died from tetanns
as compared with 73 deaths from diphtheria, it
is clear that the problem merits the serions
attention of public health administrators,

As indicated eavlier, 40 per cent. of the cases
notified doring the last five fiseal years have
been in children over twelve months, but less
than fifteen years, of age. If the incidence in
thizs age group ecan be redocesd by active
immunisation, an important advance will have
beem made. This partment  has  always
favoured immunisation of children by private
doetors or by Local Authorities, provided
wﬂ are warned that primary immunisation

not confer permanent anmunity, and
that *‘hooster’’ doses will be reguired.  No
Local Authority has vet offered free tetamus
immunnisation to children, but several are
vonsidering  schemes.  The  Commonwealth
Government, under the Pharmacentieal Benefits
Aet, will pay for the eost of tetanus toxoid on

reseription by a doetor, and it is logical 1o

ieve that free tefanus toxoid will soon e
available to Loeal Anthorities. This wounld give
a valuable impetus to any anti-tetanus campaign
that may be developed in the next few vears,

Aeute Anterior Poliomyelitis.—Deospite  the
fact ‘that every State in the Commonwealth
EXPETie an  epidemic  duoring  the year,
Gueensland was fortunate in having a total of
only 14 cases compared with 28 in the previons
Year.

Little haz been made in regard to
determining whether the spread is from the nose
and throat or bowel. The viras has been isolated
from flies. Whatever the methed of spread, it
15 a reasonable precantion to dispose of night-
goil in such a way that flies will not have access
to it. T would therefore wurge all Loeal
Authorities to aceept this as an added reason
why serions eonsideration should be given to the
installation of a sewerage svstem, partienlarly
as such a scheme receives Government subsidy.

In anticipation of an epidemic, a meeting of
the Advisory Committee on Poliomyelitis was
held. Existing facilities for treatment were
surveyed, and precantions that might be taken
when an outbreak of poliomyelitis does ocenr in
this State, disenssed.

_Infantile Diarrhoca.—In March, 1949, infan-
tile diarrhoes of more tham 48 hours’ duaration
in children under two years of age was made a
notiffable disease in (ueensland. During the
year 202 notifications were received, 159 of these

ing in the metropolitan area, where diagnostie
facilities are more freely available (han in the
country.

Gastro-intestinal  disorders in infants  are
extremely eommon, and the opinion is expressed
that the notifications are not unduly large. One
feature worthy of mention is that, during the
E&Pﬂ:ll]g of 1949, gastro-intestinal infection due to

itﬂ;ua somned was diagnosed for the first time
5 State.

This organism proved to be of low virulence,
but was found to spread remarkably quickly in
close communities such as orphanages and

11

mfants’  hones,
control, omee it enters an
incidence  is  declining. The research  being
carried out by the Queensland Institute of
Medieal Research is a factor in the control of
this disease, particularly in hospitals,

It s extremely difficult to
institution. The

Bacillary Dysentery—During the vear 19449-
50, 247 ecases of bacillary dysentery were
notified. Many of these were in children over
the age of two, and the majority of cases were
not of severe type,

The inereases in notifications (65 in 194849
is partly due to better diagnosis and to inereased
conscionsness of the disease by the medieal
profession.

Rubellg.—~0n 17th September, 1949, rubella
{ German measles) was made o notifiable disease
in females over the age of 14 years. The ohject
of notifieation was to endeavour to determine
the ineidence of congenital defects in the off.
spring of women who were pregnant at the time
of infection, Notifieations were entered in a
special register, and where the information was
not contained n the notification  form, the
attending medical practitioner was communi-
cated with to see whether or not the patient was

pregoant.

Up to 30th June, 1950, 82 notifications were
regeived, 27 being from the Greater Brisbane
area. Of these 8§ patients were pregnant—the
duration of pregnaney being as follows :—

3
1
1

Less thanm 3 months
Three to six months
Over slx months .,

The infants are being followed up, through
their medical attendants, but insufficient time
has elapsed to quote the findings from this small
series of eases,

Diphtheria—During the fiscal year 1949.50
the total number of eases of diphtheria notified
was 196, eompared with 145 for the previous
year. Attention is invited to the inerease of 56
in the metropolitan area, while there has been a
fall in the country notifications, No reason can
be given for this inérease.

Table IV, shows that deaths from this diseaso
inereased from 5 in 1948 to 18 in 1949, and every
death eeenrred In an  unimmunised  child.
Generally spesking, immunisation campaigns
throughout the State were prosecuted with
vigonr by Loeal Authorities, but a few Loeal
Authorities appear to be rather reluctant to
vigit out-of-the-way settlements to offer children
the henefits of immmnisation.

The Commonwealth Sernm Laboratories have
made available te the Brishane City Couneil trial
supplies of a new diphtheria prophylactic ealled
APAT which promises to confer a higher degree
of immunity than any existing prophylactic. Tt
iz expected that APAT will be available to other
Local Authorities in Gueensland during the
coming year.

The earliest age at which infants should be
immunised has reeeived further consideration
during the vear, and analysis of nofifications in
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Results so far obtained are as follows -—

Positive to
- Examined | Mantoux | Per. Cent.
Test
Cherhourg T 402 -0
Wooralinda it ETik 570
Talamnd ~ (A (1] ik 578
Fantome Tsland .. i3 i -3
Yarrabmh .. i G5 - 371 it B
Mona Mons. . 254 111 430
Mitcholl River 5 112 A5
Cowal Crook 152 102 6740
Mutee Head (Saibai
Talanders) i 115 45 417
Rod Island Point .. &7 32 5740
Mon Taland . . i 212 135 62-9
(Children)—
Coboarrnd 115 [ 450
White .. 113 34 -0

N B —The Mantoux Test iz an indieation of Twber-
culogis infection, not disease,

The distribution of positive reactors in all of
these stations follows a similar pattern, in that
the adults are more heavily infected than

ldren, and adults who have been employed
away from the station on cattle stations or in
other work are more heavily infected than those
who have not been away from the reservations,
Children are positive largely in family gronps,
suggesting the presence of an open case in the
family eansing mfection, the probability of sueh
infection oeenrring being made greater by the
generally  crowded housing conditions under
which the aboriginals live.

~ X.ray examination of positively reacting
aborigi will commenee at Cherbourg Aborig-
inal Settlement in July, 1950, and during that
be extended to the Gulf Mission stations

the next wet season.

Freatment of Tuberenlosis.—Some alterations
have been made in the treatment of known cases
of tuberculosis in the Brishane area, which it is
hoped will make for more efficient management
of patients. The Brisbane and South Coast
Hospitals Board has ereated several new

tions during this year. At the South Bris.
ﬁe A ital 150 beds have been
made available for the treatment of tuberculous
cases, inelnding early eases of tuberculosis, This
has made it possible to transfer from the wards
of the Brishane General Hospital most of the
eases of tuberenlosis which have previously been
treated at the General Hospital. This makes it
possible for tuberculous patients to be treated
on sanatorinm lines—that is, to have regular
rest hours, to avoid the distraction of being in
busy ral wards, and as all eases are being
mltaﬁm:lung similar lines, special treatment
procedures and technigues of nursing can bt
developed,

Dr. Karl Uhd, who has had much experience
with tuberculons patients, has been appointed
Medieal Superintendent at the South Brishane

Auxiliary ospital. The Hospitals Board has
created a position of visiting medical officer to
the Bouth Brisbane Auxiliary Hospital, to which

Dir. Harold Love has been appointed. The Board
haz also created a position of thoracie surgeon,
and thersby recognises the importance of
mi.n the treatment of diseases of the chest,

g tubereulosis, Dr. Morgan Windsor
B

has been appointed to this position and has
already taken up his duties. The Director of
Tuberculosis has been appointed to the position
of eonsulting physician in eharge of tuberculous
patients at the Brishane General Hospital.
These four appointments make it possible to
integrate the treatment of all tuberenlous
patients under the Board’s eare, and the four
doctors concerned meet regularly as a consultant
panel, to consider the management of the cases
under their eare. This brings the treatment of
tuberenlosis  inmto  line with general world
practice, where this panel system haz become
very widely used a'ndpcrf great benefit to both
doctors and patients.

The chemotherapy of tuberculosis, which has
become inereasingly important during the post-
war period, made important advances during
the past year. The most interesting discovery
has been that the combination of two chemo-
therapentic drugs has been of great value in
treating suitable patients. These two dr
streptomyein and para-amino-salicylic acld—
when given together have a better effect than
each separately, and the use of P.ASB. with
streptomyein  delays the tubereulons organ-
isms becoming resistant to the aetion of
streptomycin, a feature which had I:aermusl:.-
interfored with the use of streptomycin alone.
Unfortunately, these drugs are not capable of
euring all eases of tuberenlosis, but they provide
a very usefnl new weapon in the attack on
established cases of the disease, and are
partienlarly useful in aveiding complications of
surgical or collapse therapy and in permitting
these measures to be used in cases otherwise
nnsuitable.

Distribution of these drugs throughout
Queensland has been carried out with the
co-operation of the Dispensary of the Brisbane
General Hospital, and many cases have been
successfully treated outside the Brisbane area.
Requests for adviee on  the treatment of
tuberenlous patients have also been received by
the Division of Tubereulosis from country
hospitals, and it is hoped that an inereasing
number of doctors throunghout Queensland will
present their problems in the management of
tubercular patients to the Direetor during the
coming year.

Outside of the Brisbane area, the Westwood
Sanatorium is the only institation in Queens-
land wholly devoted to treating eases of
tuberculosis.  This sanatorium is under the care
of Dr. E. Silberstern, and treatment of patients
is being thovoughly and energetically carried
out. Unfortunately, 50 out of the possible 100
beds are not available, owing to the lack of
accommodation for nursing and domestie staff,
but it is hoped that this shortage will be over-
eome in the near future and the number of beds
in use inereased,

chan in organisation have been intro-
aum by the Rockhampton Hospitals Board
during the past year, which have irmprnmd tha
iu.u;?l-lilges available for trﬂtm% patients. Thesa
have been the appointment of Dr. Windsor as
thoraeie surgeon to the Rockhampton Hospital,
and the appointment of an occenpational
therapist to the sanatorinm. Thoracie surgery
enn now be nndertaken at Rockhampton, whieh
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Laboratory—The position of laboratory tech-
nician has again been advertised, and it is hoped
there will be a response to the advertisement on
this oecasion. At the present time all laboratory
tests are sent to the Laboratory of Micro-Biology
and Pathology. These comprised 980 haemato-
logical examinations, 5234 smears for M. loprae,
and 588 microscopical urine tests.

Steff.—The shortage of nursing staff still con-
tinues, but by hard work and devotion to duoty
Matron and the nurses have earried on under
difficult conditions, Their effort 15 deserving
of the highest commendation.

Conditions of ischarge~The practice m the
past was to isolate a patient until he gave eleven
conseentive negative smears over a period of
fifteen months, It has been observed elsewhers
that, with the advent of the sulphone drugs, the
number of re-admissions has deereased. 1t is for
this reason that the period of isolation has been
reduced.  The present requirement for release
iz that a patient will give twelve consecutive
negative smears taken at monthly intervals. He
is eequired to report for observation at least
onee yvearly during the next six years, during
which time he is encouraged to continue treat-
ment, the Department supplying all necessary
drugs. If the patient so desires he may apply
for release ut the end of six consecutive negative
smears on condition that he promises to con-
tinue treatment for a further six months, report-
ing at monthly intervals during this period for
Moed examinntions and smears. At the end
of thiz period he is required to report at least
at vearly intervals.

Welfare of Patients—There is now no limit
to the number of visitors whom a patient might
have, provided they apply for a pass—nor are
the visiting davs fixed. Motion pictures eon-
tinwe to be shown twice weekly "and regular
visits are paid by teams who engage the
patients in hilliards and tennis. During the
vear the Grand Lodge of the Royal Antedi-
luvian Order of Buffaloes conseerated a lodge
for the patients, and this meets regularly now,

Every effort is made to make the patients con-
tented, all reasonable requests being gpranted by
the Department. During the vear Dr. Charles
Jackson, a member of the State Couneil of the
RESEATLLA. (Queensland Branch) visited
the leprosarium in the interests of four returned
goldier patients, The unbiassed report furnished
to the League by him was a souree of satisfaction
to  all associated with the administration.
Reporters from the Brisbane  Telegraph® and
Brisbane ** Trith’ also visited the Islamd, and
were shown around by a party consisting of staff
and two patients. These gentlemen guestioned
both patients and staff, and the reports which
appeared in their respective papers were fair
comment of what was seen and said.

The method of spread of Hansen's disease is
not known, therefore the spread of infectious
material to a healthy person cannot be prevented
and, as the organism has not been grown, an
immunizing agent has not been found, [If the
ehild of a leprous mother is taken from her at
hilrth, that child does not develop Hansen's
disease and, when this has not been done, the
percentage of childrem developing Hansen's

disease is aifnifimlnt. It is also of interest that
a person who marries someone suffering from
Hanzen's disease does not eommonly contract
the disease. 1 discussed this with Professor
Aycock of Harvard University, who expressed
the opinion that there is o percentage of persons
in the eommunity who are susceptible to
Hansen's disease, that this susceptibility is
inherited, but there is no method of determining
who are suseeptible. It has frequently been
argued  that, becanse tubercmlosis is  more
communienble than Hangen's disease, patients
suffering from the latter condition should not be
isolated. The method of transmission of tuber-
eulosis is known, therefore onee a case is
diagnosed it should not be responsible for the
spread to suseeptibles.  As the method of &

of Hansen's discase has yet to be dise and
beeaunse it is limited, it should be able to be
eradicated with isolation of infected persons and
adequate follow-up of contaets. T am prepared
to agree that certain persons suffering
tubereulosis shonld be izolated, and this has been
provided for in the draft Tu losis Regula-
tions. I am of the opinion that our enly hope of
cradicating Hansen's disease is by isolatin
patients and by sulphone drugs, and until sue
time as the method of spread of the disease is
kwown I eannot recommend any alteration in the
present poliey of discharge.

. HawsEx's IMsEASE AMONG ABORIGINALS,

The following table shows the population
changes that have taken place at Fantome Island
during the past year:—

TABLE XIV.

Snowise PoPULaTioN Cipaxons AT FaxmoME Istaxp
Lazamer vor YEanr 1940-50,

—— Mules. | Femalea, | Tobal

In Lazarot, st July, 1044, . A 33 73
Admitted .. iz 2= o 1 10
Daed .. iz - i 1 4 &
In Lazaret, 30th Jome, 1950 4% b T8
Ineropss 5 - 8 g 5

Thee table below sets out particnlars of the age
and eause of death of the five patients who died
during the year.

TABLE XVY.
fer Age. s of Death,
Male .. 19 | Acuto nophritis, Hanson's disonse
Feomalo ..| 30 T-u;nmin. Hansen's discasn, cardime
ure

Female .. | 55 | Cerebral haemorrhage, hyportension,
Hansen's distase

Fomnle .. [ 24 | Acute monary  obdoma,
enrcinoma, Hansen's discase

Fomale .. | 60 | Geniralised Hansen's disense, asthenia
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city hotels throughout the distriet are now
equipped  with approved mechanical  glass-
washing machines,

Liguor testing was conducted at all liotels
visited, and three samples of adulterated spirits
were removed for analvsis. As a result legal

E:eeed.ims were instituted agninst two hotel-
pers, and fines and costs totalling £13 145

were imposed.

Premises used for the manufacture and sale
|_.'|E wine at Ceeil Plains were inspected, and

improved glass and bottle-washing facilities have
been ordered.

Mill—A total of 118 official samples of milk
was obtained and submitted for analysis from
the following eentres :—Toowoomba, T5; Roma,
12; Warwick, 14; Dalby, 8; Geondiwmdi, 7;
Wallangarra, 2.

Five samples were found, on examination, to
contain ed water, and four prosecutions
launched in respeet of them breught fines and
costs totalling £44 105, One vendor was prose-
cuted for selling milk below the standard in
butter fat and was fined £1 with £1 Ts. costs.

The usual inspections were made at the
pastenrisation plant supplying Toowoomba and,
apart from a few instanees of dirty bottles, a
satisfactory standard was maintained.  Major
alterationg to the plant and buildings are still
in progress, and the new bottle-washer, although
on hamd, is not yet in operation,

The pasteurising plant at Warwiek is in much
the same eondition as previonsly reported and
production has not yet commenced. The small
plant at Stanthorpe engaged in the hottling of
processed milk supplied from Toowoomba for
lpeal sale was well maintained,

Milk del:iveq:hvehie]ﬂ were subjected to strict
SUPErvision. e wider range of suitable new
motor vehicles now available and some easing
of the materials position have resulted in con-
giderable improvement during the year, and the

of* vehicles is now approaching

normal.
Bread ond  Bakehouwses—Dakelouses  were
inspected rly at Toowoomba and at all
vigited. Where necessary notices werd

wssued for the correction of faults, and in four
instances notices were issued under the hand
of the Director-General requiring extensive
repairs and alterations to bakehouses which
were considered nnsnitable for the preparation
of foods for sale. Extensive repairs and altera.
tions are now being earried out at two Too-
woomba cake bakehouses on representations from
this office,

The 1unliiy of bread supplied in Toowoomba,
where the pool delivery system is still operating,
again eame in for eriticism during the year.
Investigation showed that, as on other oceasions,
the general quality of bread at the various bake-
houses was reasonable, but beeause of the prae-
tice of packing hot bread into the delivery
vehieles deterioration took place in the eourse
of delivery. Other factors, such as quality of
flour, varied skill of operatives, and lack of
eompetition, no doubt also have a detrimental
effect on quality, but the conditions of delivery
appear to be the chief contributing factor.

A survey of bread quality in the Jondaryan
Shire was nndertaken following complaints and
a range of =amples of bread submitted for
analysis.  Adviee as to the results of analysis
15 not vet to hand.

Three instances of foreign matter in bread
were investigated fluring the vear, but Lecause
of the wnwillingness of the eomplainants to
become involved in Court procesdings insuffici-
ent eyvidence for prosecutions could be secured.

Attention was given to the delivery of bread
to houses and the wrapping of lLread sold at
stores, A speeial visit was made to Roma,
omtside the distriet, in connestion with the
wrapping of bread, and the necessary action
taken to ensure complianee with the provisions
of the Hegulations,

Mo outhreaks of rope in bread were reported
in the distriet.

Cafes awd Milk fars—Particular attention
was given to eafes, milk bars, and other publie
eating places throughout the district, and the
satisfaciory standard of previons Years was
maintained. In geveral instances notices requir-
ing major repairs or alterations have been
imsned, and one Warwick eafe,  considered
unsuitable for the purpose was made the subjeet
of an order by the Director-General requiring
reconstruetion.  Instroetions  issued for the
eorrection of faults were readily complied with
and no proseentions were launched in respect
of dirty premises.

Daring the year a suevey was made at
Toowaomba cafes and milk hars of the composi-
tion of so called ** Pure Fruit Drinks," and as
a result numerous advertissments and claims
were madified to fit the preparations sold, and
notiees, as required by the Food and Drag
Regulations showing the eomposition of the
varions drinks sold, were displayed.

All pie earts in the Toowoomba City area
were inspeeted and found to be in  good
condition.

tirocery and Mired Stores—The usnal super-
visiom wns exercised over these premises, and
conditions generally were wvery satisfactory.
Several instanees of overcrowded or uuilul_'l.'
premises were encountered and appropriate
aetion taken. Stocks, on the whole, were found
to be sonnd and well-proteeted from contamima-
tion, The inecreased stafl at the Sub-office has
permitted a complete survey of stores through-
ont Toowoomba, and a definite improvement m
food handling in the city has resulted, particn-
larly in suburban mixed stores where improved
glass-washing facilities and inereased food pro-
tection have been achieved.

Aerated Water Factories.—General improve-
ment has been effected in the condnet of asrated
waler factories in the distriet. A number of
notices have been issued requiring inereased
equipment or the correction Inf faults, and in
ome  instamee a factory is  being  almost
eompletely rebuilt following an order issued by
the Director-General to this effect,

A number of fanlty labels have been brought
to the notice of those concerned, and the neces-
sary eorrections made.
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Fish Sheps.—Regular inspections were made
at fish shops in Toowoomba,  Several notices
requiring siructural vepairs or alterations for
the better protection of the fish gold were fzsued.

No fresh fish was found to be unsound, bot a
quantity of ling fish-——one case of 56 1b.—was
certified as unfit for human consumption and
was destroved by muntual consent,

Action was taken 1o ensare the correct
labelling of boitled oysters on sale in the city.

One fisheart was inspected prior to the issue
of an itinerant vendor's licemse by the Police
Department and was found to be satisfactory.

Unsound Foods.—1nsound foods totalling 2
ewt, and comprising miseellaneons foodstufls,
jams, and ling fish were certified as unfit for
human consnmption. These were withdrawn
from sale and desiroyved by mutual consent,

Unofficial  Samples—Twenty-five  unofficial
samples  comprising  flock, cordials, «cheese
spread, bread improver, bread, cabbage, jellies,
pudding mixture, vanilla, and tea were sob-
mitted for analysis in the conrse of food inspee-
tions and as a result of complaints reeeived.

Miscellaneous.—No lead toys were enconn-
tered in the course of inspections, Paint and
footwear on sale were checked as opportunity
offered and no major labelling faults were
iliselosed.

Lotal Authority Health Inspectors  have
a=gisted materially in the maintenanee of safe
conditions of food handling within  their
respective  areas,

Foisons and Dangerons Drags—The usual
supervision was exercised over the sale of
poisons, and inspections were made at chemists®
shops, stores, and lieensed poisons dealers
throughout the distriet. Chemists' shops wers
found to be well conducted, and the necessary
reeords of transactions involving dangerons
drogs and poisons were, with few exceptions,
Taithfully kept.

Some minor breaches of the Poisons Regula-
tions were encountered among licensed poi
sellers, particularly in the recording sales.
This latter involves considerable detail in
pastoral and agricultural distriets, bot, on the
whole, it would appear that an effort is being
made to observe the requirements of the
Regulations,

In several instanees stoeks of Sehedule 1. and
I1. poisons were found at stores not licensed
to sell poisons. These were withdrawn from
sale and the necessary instruetions issued to
prevent fature sales,

Several proprietary lines of packed poisons
were Tound to be incorrectly labelled or packed
and approprinte action was taken for the
correction of these faults,

No major investigation inte the supply and
use of dangerous drugs was undertaken, but a
number of minor faults in preseribing or
dispensing were brought to the notiee of those
concerned for correction.

TABRLE XXXIII.

SusMaRY oF PROSECUTIONS,

Trate, Flace. Charge. Fimtz. Analyst's Fee, Comta.

19— £ s d £ad | Ead
fith August Toowoomba .. | Adulterated  milk  butter  fat
deficienoy 45 por cent, .. ) 14 0 110 LU
21at Ootabge oo | Toowoomba .. | Adultecated milk & per ctnt. % 4 o 0 110 LU
lat Novornber . | Stanthorpe « . | Adulterated milk 11 por cept. .. 11 0 o 1 1 @ 0 G 0
&t Novomleer Elmlhnrpﬁ- . | Adulterated milk 12 er cont. 12 0 © 1 1 o LU ]
1950—

23rd Janunry -« | Toowoomba Adultersted milk 8 por cont. o 8 0 0 1 10 < 8 0
454k January -« | Chnloeoy Adulternted whisky &8 por cent. . . 4 0 0 1 1 0 o 6 0
Sth Apnl .. . | Toowoombi Adulieratod whisky "."ﬂ-llwpnr coent, T 00 1 1 0 LU ]
Totals i | E4 D D £7 7 0 g€ o400

Total fines and coste—E50 11s, bl

BOCKHAMPTON SUB-OFPFICE,

The following places were visited for inspeetion
purposes :(—Alpha, Aramae, Baralaba, Bareal-
dine, Biloela, Blackall, Blackwater, Blair Athol,
Bluff, Bowman, Bracewell, Builyvan, Callide,
Capella, Clermont, Comet, Cracow, Dingo,
Duaringa, Dululu, Emerald, Emu Park, Glad-
stome, Gogango, Goovigen, Gracemere, 1lfra-
combe, Isisford, Jambin, Jericho, Kabra, Kemp
Beach, Keppel Sands, Kokotungo, Kooltandra,
Longreach, Many Peaks, Marlborough, Miclere,
Mount Larcom, Mount Morgan, Mulambin, Mut-
taburrn, Nagoorin, Ogmoye, Rannes, Shoal Bay,
Stanwell, Thangool, The Caves, Theodore, Uhaba,
Westwood, Wowan, Yarwun, and Yeppoon.

Althongh congiderable time was spent on

i.lllb:pE!ll'HllI! visits to country eentres, and this not
withont consequent detriment to the extensive

headguarters arvea, some 20 towns could not be
visited. Lack of staif remained the chief obstacle
to effective supervision and eontrol. The recent
appointment of an assistant health inspector will
overcome this diffienliy.

Notices served by the inspector raquii'm
renovations, repairs, or alterations to f
premises were as  follows :—At Rockhampton,
3; Alpha, 2; Aramae, 1; Baralaba, 1; Bareal-
dine, 3; Bilocla, 2; Blackall, 3; Bluff, 1;
Capella, 5; Clermont, 1; Dululu, 1; Gladstone,
#; Jambin, 1; Jericho, 1; Lon , 4 ; Ubobo,
1: Wowan, 2; Yarwun, 1; Yeppoon, 1; total,
37. In addition notices under the hand of the
Director-General were served on owners requir-
ing reconstruetion of food premises at Roek-
hampton, 4;: Aramae, 2; Barealdine, 1; and
Many Peaks, 1; total, 5.
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Steady progress was maintained in having
structural and other improvements effected to
food premises. Where owners or occupiers were
prone to rely on the excuse of shortages of
materials it was the practice to have them place
orders for the requirements and for this Office
to keep in contact with the sappliers so as to
ensure delivery as soon as possible.  Those
anxious to carey out improvements were assisted
in similar manner.

Milk Supply.—One hundred official samples
of milk were secured and submitted to chemieal
analysis. These were obtained from distribu-
tors at the following centres:—Rockhampton,
72; Barcaldine, 2; Biloela, 3: Blackall, 4; Cler-
mont, 4; Longreach, 4; Mount Morgan, 3;
Yeppoon, 8.

The lesser number of samples secured during
this year was due partly to the absence of any
protracted dry weather spell, when adulteration
with water becomes more prevalent, and other-
wise to the demand for attention to other

duties,

m@ﬂ proceedings  instituted against one
| vendor of Blackall in respect to a sample
of milk whieh contained only 1.7 per centum
of fat resulted in a conviction, with fine and
costs amounting to £8 17s. Fine and costs
totalling £10 fs. were imposed on a Rockhamp-
ton vendor for having carried water on a milk
delivery wvehicle,

An important factor in aiming at a safe milk
supply is the protection from contamination
during the course of delivery by ensuring that
gnitable vehicles, cans, and other receptacles are
used, and that these are kept in proper con-
Elltlon.  Fewer unmﬂ]ing visits have meant fewer
inspections of deliveries, and the less con-
selentions distributor tends to become apathetic
to the observance of regulations if not subject
to constant supervision. A tightening of con-
trol will be implemented during the coming
Year following on an increase in staff,

Two retail distributors operating at Gladstone
who failed to heed warnings were proeeeded
against in the Court for having used milk
delivery vehicles which were not fitted with the
preseribed enclosed eompariments. Convietions
were recorded, with fine and costs amonnting
to £2 Gs. being imposed in each ease. One of
these vendors was further convieted and simi-

larly fined for having used milk utensils which
were not fitted with lids,
Pasteurised Milk—Four official and 31

ial samples of pasteurised milk were
secured for testing.  Of the former, which were
submitted to the Departmental laboratory in
Brisbane, two were reported to conform ‘o
standard. Of the 31 unofficial samples which
were examined by the Commonwealth Health
Lahoratory locally, four failed to conform to
standard as ZI'EE‘HI‘&B both plate eount and pre-
sence of Escherichia eoli. One failed on plate
count only and nine on eoli only.

The eompany producing the pastenrised
milk continued to operate under unsatisfactory
eonditions.  The nt of varving reliability

and insufficient capacity is housed in eramped
npam:l in a butter factory. Regarded as only
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temporary premises from the ineeption, their
unsuitability has increased in proporiion to the
expansion of the undertaking.

During the year the company applied to the
Bureau of Industry for a permit fo eonstroct
new premises.  On  the application  being
referred to this Office for an opinion the neees-
gity for new premises was both econfirmed and
strongly supported. A permit was granted and
preliminary steps towards the provision of a
new factory have already been taken,

On each oceasion of a sample secured not eon-
forming to standard the premises were visifed
for the rurpom of ascertaining the cause and
having the tronble corvested. In one instance,
when a test disclosed a greatly excessive plate
eount, it was found that through a fault
developing in the cooling system some five and
a-half hours elapsed before the treated milk
was reduced to the preseribed temperature of
below 40 deg. F.

When supplies of milk from the more loeal
rading fall off in quantity the company draws
aon supplies deliverad to and esoled at its Brace-
well factory, which normally produces cheese
Incorporation of thizs sapply which is trans-
poried by road some sixty miles to Rockhamp-
ton mainly during the hotter hours of the day
usnally eoincides with the pastenrised product
yielding nnsatisfactory results from samples
tested.

An inspection visit to the Bracewell factory
dizeloged the need for certain improvements,
and a number of defects were brought under
the notice of the company for attention.

Aerated Walters, Cordigls—Factories in
Rockhampton and in eouniry towns visited werse
inspected. Premises, plant, appurtenances, and
produets were cheeked, Labelling was examined
and adjustments ordered where regulations
were being infringed. Samples of drinks con-
cerning  which complianee with prescribed
standards was in doubt were secured and sub-
mitted to analysis,

Improvements to and extensions of premises
are being undertaken in both the eity and
country towns.

In one conntry town a hotel proprietor was
foumd to be operating a small cordial factory
under wvery unsuitable conditions. He was
instructed to cease operations,

Bread —Attention was paid to eonditions
under which bread was produced and handled
for sale. With few exceptions bakehouses in the
area now conform 0 reasonable standards.
Action is being taken to have the remainder
suitably improved,

Oeeasional complaints regarding the quality of
bread were received. Investigations showed that
troubles were due to some temporary disability
at the particular bakehouse, the practice of load-
ing bread into enclosed wvehicles while still hot,
or the eustomer not receiving the type of bread
asked for. Im the latter category discontinnance
of production of a loaf complying with the
Hwholemeal™ or ““wheatmeal’” bread standard
remained the chief cause of dissatizsfaction.



Vehicles used for retail distribution in the eity
area were kept up to a good standard, as were
those in most other localities. Corrective
measires were taken in the few instances where
bread was not  effectively  protected during
transit.

In some centres bakers deliver bread to shops
only, to which customers must go in order to
obtain their requirements.  Supervision regard-
ing the proper wrapping of bread sold over the
counter is far from adequate. This eondition
applies generally, and ezpecially in the areas of
Local  Authorities without the services of
inspectors who normally render some gervice in
this connection 1n the publie mterest,

Liegal  proceedings  instituted against two
bakers in respect of quantities of bread found to
be short of the due weight led to eonvietions and
the 1mposition of fines and eosts amounting to
£30 154,

Cafes, Milk Bars, Restaurants—The majority
of these was found to be mamtaining a gowd
standard as regards premises, squipment, and
eleanliness, Of the minority, improvements to
premises and equipment have been requisitioned,
but provision for more regular supervision is
desirable in the interests of publie health, Two
cafes in different country towns were threatened
with elosure after the owners had failed to
comply with orders to reconstruet the premisces.
The desired result is now being achieved,

Fish, Fish Shops—Fish offered for sale in
shops was of sound quality, Cooked fish shops
were inspected from time to time. Kepairs and
improvements to shops and entting-up rosms
were made in aceordance with  instroetions
1ssmed.

A large consignment of mackerel on consign-
ment from the North to the metropelis, was
examined on arrival at Rockhampton and
condemned as unfit for human mnﬂllm?linu.
The fish was carried in a refrigerated railway
van which eaught fire a few miles from Rock-
hampton, Although a number of cases remained
well feed and the fish were of good appearvance it
was fonnd that they wera heavily permeated
with acrid smoke fomes which rendered them
inedible,

Fruil and Vegetables—No unsound Fruit gr
vegetables was encountered on offer for sale
during the course of inspection of shops. Siriet
supervision was exercised to preclude the dis-
playing of these commaodities in 8 manner expos-
ing them to contamination, and partiealarly
beyond the reach of animals in epen shop fronts.

Grocers, Mired Businesses.—Pressure  to
enforee reconstruction of or structural improve-
ments to old unsuitable or otherwise defective
premises was maintained. Although shortages of
materials persists perseverence is meeting with
worthwhile results,

Inercased quantitics of unzound food were
found in a greater number of retail stores. Tha
reason. for this is probaldy that few manu-
facturers now credit wholesale distributors for
ford whieh hecomes deteriorated.  Whaolesale
hlll'lleIE'-.'i. therefore, in turn are unable to eredit
retail sellers. Thus there exists a tendency for
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the wholesalers to refrain from opening cased
to ascertain their condition, whereby
inereased quantities of food are received by
retailers in unsound condition. Whilst store-
keepers in general insist that they do not sell any
food which has deteriorated there are always the
few who elaim to know of someone who ate the
contents of a “‘blown"" can without ill-effects, or
at least without fatal results. Again, a few ara
inclined to question unfitness for human eon-
sumption if deterioration is mot visibly in an
advaneed state, and are convineed only when a
container is opened and the condition of the
contents diselosed. Added to this the fact that
some shopkespers obvionsly do place on their
shelves food already unsound when re
from the cases, there are reasonable grounds for
assuming that at least some of such food is Eaﬂﬁgﬂ
on to eustomers. More frequent inspection 15
being provided for,

By contrast, a fine example is set by one firm
which produces many lines of food. A
representative from this firm visits retail stores,
examines all of his firm's produets, removes from
stock any which appears to have deteriorated or
of which containers or labels have been damaged,
and arranges credit for same,

Hotols—Spirits on sale in hotel bars in all
country towns visited were tested. Similar test-
ing was carried out at a number of hotels in the
city area. (in, adulterated to the extent of
246 per centum of added water, found in the
bar.of a eonntry town hotel resulted in prosecu-
tion of the proprictor, his eonvietion, and
imposition of fine and costs totalling £21 Ts.

A small quantity of rum removed from the har
of another country hotel upon analysis proved to
have 217 degrees of obseuration due to the
spirit having been sweetened. The hotel pro-
prietor concerned was informed that the addition
constituted adolteration and was warned against
any repetition of the offence,

A new line of whisky Dbottled in another State
tested in a hotel har gave a hydrometer reading
of 34,0 degrees under proof,  This test was con-
firmed when the wholesale supplier was visited.
Analysis of a sample disclosed that there were
1.5 degrees of obseuration, which meant that
the spirit was slightly deficient in its aleoholie
content. The matter was brought to the notiee
of the merchant for attention.

Another line of whisky, likewise bottled in
another State, vielded a hvdrometer reading of
339 degrees under proof. In this ease an
obseuration of 25 degrees was proved, so that
the spirit actually conformed to standard,

In these days there is a tendeney by a number
of bottling firms to take advantage of the
degree/s of obseuration, whereas formerly it was
rarely necessary to resort to analysis in order to
establish compliance with preseribed standards
or otherwise,

To date, it has not been ]H;mi'h%? to carry out
a eomplete survey to ensure compliance wi
Food and Drug Regulation whereby licensed
vietuallers are required to denature waste heer
and to refrain from placing drip receiving
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TABLE XXXVY.
ProsepcuTioxns vsper ““Tne Hearrn Acrs, 1037 o 1849.7

Dinte. Place. Waturg of OiTenes. Finpa. Costa,
Thg— £ & d. L s d
lat. Boplombor Gladstons, . .« | Unsuitable milk vehicbe._ . 2 00 O 6 0
Igt Bapiomber Gladstons, . + - | Unsuitable milk vehicle. . 200 o & 0
1=t Boptember Gladistons, . . | Milke mneasre without lid oo 0 & 0
drd Ootober Rockhampton .. | Water carricd on milk vehicle . Mmoo 0 6 O
15th Novembor Rockhampton .. | Food (confectionery) oxposed .. 5 0 0 0 6 0
15th Novombor Rockhampton .. | Loo, deliversd in bare hands 300 0 8 o0
Ill-hlll]]r;mmber Blackall .. . | Gin, adalierated N 0 0 1 7 D
E0—
2l March. . - . | Blackall . | Milk, deficient in fas 710 0 I+ e
drd March . | Jericho Poison, seld without lioense 2 00 I 7 0
3rd March Jericho .+ | Poison, sold without license 2 00 I 7. 0
3nd March Jericho .. v+ | Poison, seld without license 2 00 1 70
3t May .. | Rockbhampton .. | Leo, delivered in bare hands 6 0 0 o6 0
3t May .. | Rockhampton .. | Lee, delivered in bare lands 3 00 ¢ 8 0
31at May .. | Rockhampton .. | Iee, delivered in bare hands 300 ¢ a0
HITTS 'Hu:r e . | Bockhammpton . | Ino, delivored in bare hands T 0 0 0 8 0
Ah June .. s _1!. Bmﬂ‘,‘llmrt-wniihl. - I 0 0 0 6 0
Jth June .. -+ | Longreach Broad, short weight 7106 O o 4 B8
Jth June .. . | Longreach Broad, short weight 710 O o 4 8
Toials ;s I.EHIE 10 o | £10 10 0
MACEAY SUB-OFFICE. TowNsVILLE.

During the year general inspections under
the Health Acts and Regulations were carried
out within the City of Mackay, and visits were
made to the following country contres .—Bowen,
Calen, Carmila, Collingville, FEimeo, Eton,
Farleigh, Fineh Hatton, Gargett, Habana,
Koumala, Marian, Merinda, Mirani, Netherdales,
Pinnacle, Proserpine, (ueen's Beach, Barina,
HBlade Point, 8t. Lawrenee, and The Leaf.

Liquor testing in licensed bars, inspection of
stores, cafes, bakehowses, and other food
premizes were conducted, and breaches of the
Regulations corrected,

Bome five tons of foodsinffs were certified to
ag being unfit for human eonsumption, and this
food was duly destroyed,

Attention was given food vendors at the
Annual Mackay Show, and an improvement
seetired in the conditions under which food for
sale was prepared and displayed,

Milk supplies were supervized throughont the
area. Two samples of milk obfained from a
retail vendor at Proserpine were adulterated
with 13 and 6 per cent. added water respec-
tivelv. The milkman was eonvieted in the
Snmmons Court and was fined in all £19 and
ordered 1o pay eosts amounting to £3 14s,

TOWNSVILLE SUB-OFFICE.

TABLE XXXVI.
© BruMMarY oF INSPECTIONS.

I~ Re-ln~ Ofcial T
Area, i Calls. | Viadted.
Gty .. 77 48 | s0s 20
Country .. 242 A 136 T
1,019 2 440
Grand Total 1,551

Miles trovelled—2 458,

Througheut the vear general supervision has
been exercised over the manuf storage,
handling, and sale of all classes of foods, drogs,
and poisons.

It is pleasing to report that during the year
many owners of cafes, stores, and hotels have
installed new and modern equipment in order
to provide better facilities and more
conditions for the storage and dispensing of food
for sale to the public. This was not possible
over the previous eight or nine years owing to
the shortage of materialz and other conditions
over which these people had no control.  Ttems
:I}I' interest which lm&e beenf installed immhm
iot-water systems, modern refrigeration
show cases, antomatic hot-water glass-washers,
hot-water  automatic  dish-washers, bottling
machines, bottle-washing machines, &e.

Hotels—Liguor testing has been carried out
periodically, and in all instances the liquors
tested were found to eomply with the respeetive
stamdards.  Licensees continue to improve the
conditions under which they handle their pro-
duets by the construction of eold rooms, instal-
lation of hot-water antomatie glass-washers, and
reémadelling of bars and bar counters. Kitchens
in most instances are provided with refrigerators
and the general cleanliness of kitehens, dinim
rooms, crockery, and kitehen utensils was £
to be satisfactory.

All licensees have been instrocted regarding
the amended Food and Drogs ulations deal-
ing with the denaturing of waste and such
regulation is being enforeed,

Bakehouses—Inspeetions from time to time of
these premises revealed that they also are being
condueted in accordance with the requirements
of the regulations. Bread delivery vehicles have
been subjected to inspeetions and notices issned
in some instanees to repaint, repair, and di
name and address of owner thereon.  In addition,
action was takem in respect to bread being
exposed to contamination during transit.



Milk —Thirteen official samples of milk were

hased and submitted for analysis; one was

to contain 15 per cent. of added water,

three were deficient in total solids and solids

not fat; four were deficient in total solids and
fat; and one deficient in total solids.

roceedings were taken against the
vendor whose sample contained 15 per eent. of
added water and a eonvietion obtained. The
defendant was fined £20 and ordered to pay
£1 15 analyst fee and 65 costs of court.

Faclorics—Two new food manufacturing
premises worthy of recognition which were
established were a smallzoods factory and an
ice eream factory, both of which are construeted
and conducted in accordance with the require-
ments of the regulations.

Cafes and Milk Bars—~With the arrival of
i equipment a marked improvement has
been notieeable in respeet to the eonduet, of the
of cafes and milk bars within the eity,

and from information to hand still further
improvements can be expected in the near fature,

. Warehouses—Regular visits have been paid to
all the local warehouses at frequent intervals in
- respect to the supervision of the various elasses
of foodstuffs handled. As a result of such visits
the following is a list of foodstuffs found
unsound and which were withdrawn from =ale
and destroyed by mutual consent, such goods
being nnfit for human consumption :—

£
i -
B} dox. 4.0z, tine melon and ginger jam:
8 doz. 24-or. thos marmalade;
G tins -0z, melon and pineapple;
BE 2712 doz. 24-0% tits marmanlude;
18 oz, 24-0m, ting marmalade;

8 coscs each 14 1b. South African coil;
14 dox, ting frankfurts;

a1 Town fillets;

1 ease kippers (selected).

&nﬁpleu submitted to the Government Analyst
for examination inclnded the following :—

§ puint samiples
|l I
1 sample bubble gum;
11 samples cigarettes.

TTpon receipt of the reports in respect to each
of @m. samples appropriate action was
taken.

CoUNTRY.
Towns wvisited within this sub-office district
ineluded :—Ayr, DBalfe’'s Creck, DBambaroo,

Bemerside, Brandon, Charters Towers, Clon-
eurry, Girn, Halifax, Home Hill, Hughenden,
Ingham, Long Pocket, Lucinda Point, Macknade,
Magnetic Island, Mount Iza, Prairie, Rolling-
stone, Stonme River, Trebonne, and Torrens
Creck,

Visits to the above towns were carried out for
; of general inspections, These ingpee-
tions ineluded all classes of business premises
handling food, drugs, and poizons for =ale,
Reports of each inspection were submitted to
narters, together with recommendations

and information respecting action taken.
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Tigham.—Five official samples of milk were
purchaged from vendors in this town and sub-
mitted to the Government Analyst. The analyst’s
report disclosed that three of the samples were
deficient in fat, two of them to the extent of
515 per cent. and 575 per cent. respectively,
and as a result legal procecdings were instituted.
Both defendants pleaded guilty and the presid-
g magistrate inflicted a fine of £3 together
with £1 1s. analyst fee and 65, costs of conurt in
each case,

CAIRNS SUB-OFFICE,

The Department’s officer in charge of the
Cairns Sub-Office reports that every phase of
food mannfacinre, distribntion, and sale received
attention during the year, and this work has
negessitated numerons mspections and  mueh
travelling. Stal limitations preeluded a foll
coverage of the area but this has now been over-
come by the appointment of an assistant inspee-
tor. Cooperation of traders throughout this
area has been mo small factor im the general
satisfactory condition.

Milk contrel was not neglected and, where
opportunity offered, checking of sales of milk
was done, During the year 39 official samples of
milk were submitted for analysis and the results
obtained indigated a fairly high standard,
Processing plants are in operation at three
towns in this area and are responsible for a
large proportion of the milk consumed not only
in this area but also further south. A fram-
ehise for pastenrized milk was granted fo a
(Cairns firm, while a new wventure in raw milk
supplies from the Tableland was also eom-
meneed., Check samples of the produets of both
suppliers revealed compliance with the stan-
dards demanded of their respective products.

Bread again engaged the attention of the stafl.
Bakeries  were regularly  inspeeted,  whilst
deliveries also eame under supervigion. An
outbreak of **rope’” in a country bakehouse was
quickly dealt with, the carrying out of the
instructi-=s issued resulting in a rapid elimi-
nation of the tronble,

Testing of aleoholic liquors was earried ont
and licensees were found to be eomplying with
the required standards. Practically all hotels
have eomplied with the autematie hot-water
glass.-washing machine regulations in this area,
Work is proceeding apace at the North Ans-
tralian Brewery in Cairng in the provision of a
building and apparatus for bottling and it is
eonfidently expected that the prodoet will be
on the market in the near futore. This will
nndoubtedly ease the position in regard to the
bottling of draught beer by the individual
licensee.

Cafes, grocers’ stores, mixed businesses, &e.,
received their share of attention during the
year, not only in regard to the condition of
premises but also in regard to the quality of
fopdstuffs, whilst the central distribution
centres, such as warchouses, were not neglected,
It iz pleasing to note that in practieally all
instances the desired improvement has been
effected without the service of notices, which are
left as a last resouree for the few recaleitrants.
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Among the 26 check samples of foods and
applianees submitted for analytical test during
the vear was an interesting one of plastic hose,
which had been uvsed in the manufaciure of
food, The constitution of the plastic hose was
such as to impart a distinet taste and smell to
the foodstuff concerned and its use had to he
diseontinuad.

During the vear 1 ton 4 cwt, 2 gr. and 16
b, of foodstuffs were rejected as unfit for
human consumption and destroyed. This total
ineluded tea, dried fish, jams, potatoes, bacon,
conked prawns, and eertain other tinned goods,

The above work necessitated the travelling
of 9,709 miles by train, boat, and motor trock
and canged visits to be paid to the following
towns :—Almaden, Aloomba, Atherton, Babinda,
Barron Crossing, Behana Creek, Bingil Bay,
Brampstons Beach, Cardwell, Chillagoe, Clifton
Beach, Cooktown, Dimbulah, Double Islamd,
Fdmonton, Einasleigh, El Arish, Ellis Beach,
Euramo, Feluga, Fishery Falls, Flying Fish
Point, Forsayth, Garradunga, Georgetown,
(Gordonvale, Hartley s Creak, Herberton, Hollo-
way's Beach, Innisfail, Innot Hot Springs,
Kairi, Kamma, Kulara, Kuranda, Kurramine,
Little Mulgrave, Lower Tully, Machan’s Beach,
Malanda, Marecha, Mena Creek, Meringa, Millaa
Millaa, Mona Mona, Moresby, Mossman, Moss.
man Beach, Mt. Garnet, Mit. Molloy, Mt. Mul-
ligan, Alt. Surprise, Monrilyan, North Mission
Beach, Palm Cove, Peeramon, Port Douglas,
Gueerah, Ravenshoe, Redlyneh, Silkwood, South
Mission Beach, Stratford, Tolga, Tully, Yorkies
Knob, and Yungaburra.

TaurspAY [SLAND SUB-OFFICE.

Mized Food Businesses—These were kept
nnder regular sopervision throughont the year
and a satisfactory standard was maintained.
Only one business failed to comply with verbal
instroetions  issued where breaches of ihe
Begulations were noted, and a Director-
General’s statutory notice was found necessary
in this case to effect reguired improvements.

Aerated Waler Faclories.—The two acrated
water factories on the island were conducted in

eomplianee with the Regulations under the
Health Aets.

Bakehouses—Two bakehonses are now operat-
i::;i and both are eonducted satisfactorily. One
bakehouse during the year was found to be
infected with ““rope,”" and waz closed for three
days to allow full eradication methods to be
carried out. Bread from this bakehouse has
since been of very good standard.

Cafes and other Food Prenuses—These were
also kept under regular supervision and are
conducted satisfactorily.

Liguor Testing—Tests were made during the
year of spirits sold in the four hotels, and it was
found that all liguors complied with the
standard.

Poisons.—Inspections were made of stores to
ensure that no poisons were sold by unlicensed

persous. No  breaches in this respect were
found.
Unsound  Artieles  Destroyed —Three  and

three-fifth tons of flour, 24 b, of sausage meat,
and § 912 dozen B-vz. tins of liver salts were

certified to as being unfit for human consump-
tiomn,

SANITATION SECTION,
Locan AUTHORITY ADMINISTRATION,

Reports  submitted by inspecting  depart-
mental officers on the =anitary eirenmstances of
large and small communities throughout the
State indicate that the majority of Local
Authorities are making every endeavour to meet
the increasing demands for higher standards in
sanitation and healthier snvironments.

There are, however, Local Authorities not
vet imbued with the spirit of progress, and as
a consequence no improvement has taken place
in their areas. These councils do not accept
their responsibilities to their communities in
regard to the modern tremd of thought and
pragtice in public health administration. Ewven
before the present shortage of health inspectors
these authoritics offered every objection to the
splitting up of large areas to a size which eould
be eﬂinientﬁv supervised by one man. Effective
administration can only be effected by the
appointment of qualified and responsible officers
to  educate, supervise, instrnet, and when
necegsary to enforee the exeention of the law
promulgated for the protection of publie
health.

Each Loeal Authority shauldl aim at the
appointment of a gualified health iusﬁm
for its own area, and shire counecils should not
divide their responsibility with other councils.

During the year four conneils appointed their
own health inspectors—viz., Wund];jofn Kilkivan,
Gayndah, and Douglas,

Eighteen cities and towns and thiety shire
ecouneils have appointed inspectors for their
respective areas, with six vacaneies,

Twenty-five joint areas which embrace
seventy-three shire council areas still exist. A
number of these joint areas are mneh too
extengive for one inspector. The others, which
are smaller in area, and have no large
communitics, may be regarded a8 being
effectively covered by one inspector,

Departmental reports reveal that the major
works which have a direct bearing on publie
health such as water supply, sewerage, and
drainage, are being given a high priority by
many Local Authorities. In o number of cases
the comstruction work has been held up biat::e
econtinued shortage of materials and labour.
These works being of a technieal nature come
under the jurisdiction of the Department of

Government ; and are directed and super-
vised by the enginesring staff of that
department.

Such sthemes which have come within the
knowledge of the Department are:—

Water Supply—DBiggenden, Boonal, Kalbar,
Stanthorpe, Wallangarra.

Hewerage—Barcaldine, Bowen, Blackall,
Charters Towers, Cairns, Collinsville, Dalby,
Hughenden, Innisfail, Gladstone, Kingaroy,
Longreach, Monte, North Mackay, Winton,
Redeliffe, Town of South Coast, and extensions
to existing schemes at Bundaberg, Ipswich,
Mackay, Maryborongh, Rockhampton, Towns-
ville, and Toowoomba.
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MDeainage.—Aramae, Bundaberg, Blackall,
Cuirns, Esk, Edmonton, Fineh Hatton, Gatton,
Gordonvale, Innisfail, Kingaroy, Kilkivan,
Mundubbera, Monto, Malanda, Millaa Millaa,
Mitehe!l, Wondai, Winton, Yungaburra. Other
drainage schemes are being carried out under
the Government 50 per cent. sobsidy on
mosquite eradieation works,

In Brishane an extensive programme of water
supply, sewerage, drainage, and works under
the 500 per cent. subsidy is in  continnous
[Frogress,

Nightsoll collection and disposal services are
with some exeeptions rendering satisfactory
service in their respective areas throughout the
state, The exceptions, are, unfortunately, in
the main centres of population where such an
organisation shomld be of a high standard,
and efficiently equipped to operate on modern
lines. Inefficiency is encouraged because of the
failore of some coumeils to take diseiplinary
action against the contractor for breaches of
the **Sanitary Conveniences and Nightsoil Dis-
posal Regulations 1946°° and the contract. Amn
inefficient nightsoll removal serviee 13 a menace
to public health. The Department is taking
action to have these serviees brought up to the
requirements of a modern serviee.

Refuse removal and disposal services are
generally below the required standard; the
refuse bin, which is a very important link in
such a serviee, is conspicusns by its absenee.
The provigion and maintenance of standard
receptacles for the storage of refuse on premises
is of great importanee and must be accepted by

Loeal  Awthovities as  esential plant  and
stock-in-trade of the serviee.
Attention of Toeal Authorities iz again

directed to ““The Plague Prevention Regola-
tions 1944,"" Repulation 7 (f), where is iz laid
down that “*The Loecal Authority sghall malke
provision for the supply and delivery to the
oceupier of every premises . . . o tightly eovered
metal weatherproof eylindrical container or
containers . . . The eost of suell container/s
may he reeovered from the occapier . . . "

~ Disposal of refuse is done st tips, exeept at
Cairns,  Ipswich, and Toowoomba, where
ineinerators are established.  More eontrolled
tipping is being carried oot than in previous
vears, and in this section of the serviee much
improvement has been reported, Many of the
cities and towns are reclaiming low-lying or
swampy areas, and the conduet and control are
of a high standard,

Mosquito destruetion and eradication is now
areepted by many councilz as an important
measure for the protection of _'|'|||h]in health,
Drainage works, spraying and oiling, and honse
io house visitations were carried out in o a
number of cities and towns, The Government
has eontinued its 50 per cent. subsidy for
mosiuito  eradieation  works, and the table
herennder s a list of Loeal Authorities to whom
subgzidics have been granted since the sobsidy
was first granted in Febroary, 1043,

Plague preeantions at all shipping and other
nedar centres continuned throughout the year.
In the Port of Brishane an intensive drive for
the destrnetion of rats by 50 men and dogs
(together with poisoning measnres in whieh the

isons msed were 1,080, 105, and zine
ﬁlﬁphidej was earried mu”iu & map area
known as the *danger zone,’” and which eovers
the whole of the shipping front and all premises
within the defined area. The campaign lasted
for two months, during which period 4,933 rats
and 603 mice were caught and destroyed.

The total rats and mice eanght and destroyed
in the following nine cities wepe: —

— Rate, Mire.

Brisbhans .. e i i ll.ng GATT
'I!'.nu'mla i e 35 e !.ﬁ 254
Gymp B ws

b R 1,818 67
Ilim.‘-r.:r S ]ﬁ: 843
HM‘TMPH 3,081 R
Townsville 3, TER s

Totnls B8, 050 7041 :

Graml Total i3, 100

The total (65,100) shows a decrease of 11,344
when compared with the 1948-9 total of 76,444

Rat smears were submitted to the depart-
ments laboratory, Brisbane, for examination

from—
Metropolitan Aren—
Samdgate o o ol
W ymniia - ity
Menatworks “e 278
Total . 1579
Fx-Met litan Area—
Bundaberg .. o v - 11':%
ko i R ;g
aekny i ol
Maryharough 430
Total .. ee. eldEsEERBER

Rat smears submitted to and examined at
Commonwealth Laboratories at—

iR .. 2002

Townsville Couneil 5 “ P .
Townsville Harhonr Bonrd S - L
Roekhampton £ is . 3788
Tatal & e o . B8

The following loans to Loeal Authorities were
approved during the year:—

TABLE XXXVIIL

Local Authority. | Lean. Works,
£
Churters 3,000 | Seworage, Burvey plins, &e.
Chinchilla 1,000 lru@%:mmh Banitary
140 | Viehi i Rervice
ety 3,000 | Sanitary Vehicles and Plant
(ﬁ'madnm A Imm‘mh Bnnitary
ol LTS Tanks Inglewood
mni s 5'1','.0 ?ﬂpu Sanjtary
i : Purchnse of land Sanitary
Murills . 2 (e .
Mulgrave 4,000 | New Enhln' Vehicles
in .. | 2,000 |New Sanitary Depot
Ialamd 150 Loan  Sanitary
T Vahicles




~ The following loans were approved and sub.
widies granted to Local Authorities:—

Furpose,

Kerbing and Channelling
Publie Accommodation
Public Accommodation
Publia Aceommodation
Public Aceommodation
Bowerago oxtensions
Public mrnodation
M‘h:mﬁ;:llwm
Sewarago T

Public Acoommodation
Public Ascommadntion
Public Accommadation
Seworage survey, plans, &eo.

Water Supply Sanitary
I

‘E‘ul}!jﬂmmmwdulim
Sewernge Schoma
Bowarage Burvey and Plans
Heworage Sehome
Public Aceommodation
Dirainage Works
FPulilic Acoormmodation
Publio Accommodation
Public Accommodation
Public Accommpdation
Camp Improvements

Sewerage Schom:

Public Acoommodation
Publie Acoommodation
sclwn'rpﬂu E'unnn'_v wndd Plans
Beworage extonsions
Sewerage exlensions
Bewernge—New Anid
Reconditioning Sewera
Kaorb and Chisnnoelling
Public Acoommodation
Public Accommoclation
Gordonvale Mightaoil Plant
Carnp Accommeslation
Camp Accommaodation
Camp Accommadistion
Beach Accommodation
Beach Accommadation
Beach Accommodation

Dirainnge Hearkr
Channelling

Investigations
" Wyanslra
Publie Accommeodiation

Bowerage Schemo

Keorb amd Channolling
Apcammodation

Public Aceomumysd st ion

Publie Aceommodstion

Camp Accommodation, &o.

Puhblic and Camp Asoome
madation

Public Accomumodation

Boworage extonsions

Publin Acoormmodation

Kerb and Channelling

Public Accommodation

andd
Sewormge

33}
33}

Torar 771,795

Lowal Authority administration at and super.
wigion of seaside hoeliday resorts and camping
areas was very satisfactory, and the sanitary
conditions were maintained at a high standard
during the holiday period at Christmas-New
Year. Departmental offleers reported that coun-
cils had responded well to the recommendations
submitted prior to the commencement of the
season. Progressive work in regard to accomimo-
dation and amenities was noted by the visitin

and reference to the list of loanz an
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subsidies will show that this progressive pro-
gramme will be continued thronghont 1950-51.

DepartaENTAL SUPERVISION,

Apalysis of inspections made by the head-
quarters stafl is.—

Area, :’If '.-u-..M‘.: umllm“':'l
Metrapolitan 3,027 THL 015
Countey 2927 = 20

Totals .. 5054 T8l arl
Grand Total .. .. .. 7,666
The first inspections included . —Barbers’

shops 275, common lanes and yards 154, drainage
and  sewerage 2M,  mosquito  eradication
schemes 215, publie aecommodation 359, rat
infestation 9, refuse tips 486, sanitary con-
venienees 692, sanitary depots 125, housing
eamps 291, mosquite  subsidy 110, Royal
National Show 92, seaside resorts and eamps
TT4. Bee also theatres, swimming pools, bedding
Tnéllﬁ;q:ha].ut{-r}r, licensed premisges, and theatre
ables.

In the eountry districts sanitary sorveys and
inspections for special purposes were carried
out, and reports submitted by departmental
officers on the sanitary comditions found, and
where improvements were called for, the Local
Authorities coneerned were notified accordingly.
The cities, towns, and townships visited were :—
Aratula, Amity Point, Avondale, Advaneetown,
Alberton (2), Beaundesert (1), Beerwah, Black-
butt, Biggenden, Burleigh (4), Byrnestown,
Bilinga (#), Boomah (2), Burpengary, Beech-
mere, Beenleigh (3), Bingera, Bishop Tsland,
Bundaberg (3], Burnett Heads (2), Bueea, Bun-
dall, Brooleo, Caloundra {5), Coolangatta (5},
Currumbin (3}, Caboolture (4), Coominya,
Crossdale, Cleveland {3), Connamulla, Charle-
ville, Condamine, Childers (2), Capalaba (2},
Dugandan, Dayhoro’, Deception Bay, Dunwich,
Ezk, Elliot Heads, Fairymead, Gayndah,
Giatakers Bay, Gooroolba, Granville, Goomer:,
Glamorganvale, Grandehester, Gin Gin, Good-
wood, Goodna, Howard, Haigslea, Harrisville,
Harlin, Ipswich, Imbil, Jimboomba, Kalbar,
Kileoy (2), Eﬁng‘s.m}', Kilkivan, Kandanga,
Landsborough, Laidley, Lowood, Lawnton,
Loganholme, Logan Village, Marvhorongh (3],
Mooloolaba (3), Mundubbera, Marburg, Mount
Alford, Maleny, Maroochydore (3), Muargon (2],
Morven., Mitehell, Muckadilla, Miles, Mount
Perry, Miriam Vale, Muonna Point (2), Miami
{3}, Mudgeeraba, Nambour (2), Noesa (3],
Nanango, Noosa Heads (2), Ormean, Oxenford,
Pialba, Point Vernon, FPeak Crossing, Froston,
Petrie, Palm Beach (3), Pimpama, Quilpie, Red-
clilfe (9), Roadwale, Rosewood, Redland Bay
(1), Roma, Raby Bay, Rathdowney, Southport
(&), Searmess, South Kolan, Slacks Creek,
Stapleton, Surfers’ Paradise, Tinana, Torban-
les, Torquay, Tallebudgera, Toogoolawah,
Thorneside, Tamborine Mountain, Tamborine
Village, Tugan (2), Tinean Bay, Tewantin EE},
Urangan, Upper Coomera, Vietoria Point,
Walloon, Weodford (3), Wondai, Wellington
Point, Wallaville, Woodgate, Waterford, West
Burleigh, Yarraman, Yeulba, Yandaran, Yatala,
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Licensing Commission at all hotels and wine
shops in Toowoomba and at the country centres
visited as follows:—

- Hidels. Wins Biltiards, | Begaris,
mluiges,
Toawoormbn 5l 3 - il
Countey .. 112 - 1 5
Taoial. . 163 & 1 145

The survey shows that while the general stan-
dard of accommodation has improved on that
pertaining in recent years there are few hotels
in the distriet measuring up to frst-class stan-
dards.  Little can be done at present in the way
of major structural alterations and additions,
but a vigorous effort should be made to imple-
ment those recommendations not involving great
ontlay of materials and labonr so that the avail-
able aecommodation ean be bronght to the best
standard possible.  The demand for aceommo-
dation and the high cost of staff maintenance
have developed a general tendeney to oversrowid-
ing, and a number of aggravated instances of
this were brought to the notice of the Commis-
RABI.

Plans and specifications of proposed altera-
tions and additions to hotels in the district were
examined and reported wpon and inspections
made of work in progress. A septie system has
been approved and is in course of installation
at o Killarney hotel and premises at Gowrie
Junction have been similarly equipped. Work
iz proceeding on sewerage connections at the
few remaining Warwick hotels not already con-
nected and some improvement in sanitary and
bathroom Ffacilities have also been secured at
this centre.

Appointment of Assisfant Inspector—An
assigtant inspector was appointed to the Sub-
Office in October, relicving somewhat the acute
staff disabilities of recent wvears. As a result,
work in many phases of Departmental activity,
formerly barely touched becanse of matters
claiming prior attention, has been intensified.
Inspections made during the year are a resond,
amdl, coupled with the intensive campaigns made
possible in eonnection with barbers’ shops and
mixed stores, clearly indicate the wisdom of
sueh an appointment.

Barbers® Shops—The inerease in staff men-
tioned above has allowed a greater amonnt of
time to be allotted to the hairdressing premises
in Toowoomba and couniry eentres, and this
attention has resnlted in strieter complianes
with the Barbers® Shop Regulations.

A complete survey of ladies' and gents’
barbers’ shops in the Toowsomba City area
revealed that many of the operatives paid very
little heed to the Regulations, and that eertain
premizes were badly in need of renovation. A
eampaign along educational lines was followed
by the distribution of eopies of the Regulations
among all barbers. Where necessary, re-inspec-
tions of premises were made and notices require
ing ecorrection of fanlts were issned. A number
of premises have been renevated and barbers in
general are now complying reasonably well with
the requirements of the Regulations. However,
if this resnsonable standard iz to be maintained

constant visiting is necessary. In two cases
premises  are  still below  standard—in - one
arcangements have been made for complete
rebuilding, and the other shop is to be closed at
an early date.

In eountry centres the standard of conduet of
barbers” shops is reasonable except in a few
eases which are recelving special attention,

Thronghout this district the ladies” salons are
en the average, conducted at a higher standard
than the men's barbers® shops and the premises
are wsnally muceh better appointed.

In Toowoomba 98 visits were paid to hair-
dressing premises, and in the country 52
inspections wers made.

HANITARY BURVEYS.

Toowoomba  City  Council—The Greater
Toowoomba area now embraces the part of
ﬂl_n old Drayten Shire and small ns of the
Highfields and Jondaryan Shires. The general
standard of sanitation throughout the arvea lias
been good and calls for no special eomment.

The sewerage svstem serving the inner
portion of the eity has functioned efficiently,
but mo mew reticulation bas been undertaken,
and eonnections of unsewered premises within
the arvea, apart from new dwelli have mnot
eome up to expectations. The nightseil and
refuse removal serviees have been comducted
satisfactorily on the whole and the ineinerator
and various dry refuse tips have been
maintained. proposed strike of m
workers, whieh threatened essential serviees at
e pedr':ml during the year, was fortunately
averted,

The city water supply has again been the
subject of numerons complaints, prineipally
eoncerning discolouration and foreign matter in
suspension, and it eannot be classed as satis-
factory. A start has beem made on the cament
lining of a number of old mains in and
somne mew and larger mains are planned in an
attempt to eradicate these objectionable features
which oecur frequently in various parts of the
city. This work is long overdue, and until it
has been completed the installation of filtration
plant at the reservoir, where the water is
normally clear, would be of little practical nse.

Mosguitoes, of which the city hag been reason-
ably free in the past, assumed nuisance pro-
portions in some of the onter suburbs during
the year. Major cause of this infestation is
attributable to the phenomenal rains experienced
and the outbreak of numerous mrl]:l:!:
soakages, but the fact must not he ov:rlmﬁ
that the arens concerned vely prineipally on
sub-surface irrigation for of waste
waters and thorowgh and frequent house-to-
he e inspection, with striet supervision of
sumps, is essential if the former comparative
immunity is to be regained,

The present City Couneil entered office with
a promise to eliminate the fly from Teowoomba.
This is a task of some magnitude, but if all
domestic breeding places are eliminated much
%uﬂd will be achieved. To this end have
wen formnlated for striet control of stables and
the removal and disposal by the Couneil of
a:ll stable manure, A by-law been preparved
limiting the number of cattle which can be
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| housed within certain areas, and a eampaign of
. spraying and other preventative work has becn
organised for the coming summer months,
Work on Gowrie Creek under the mosquito
| subsidy scheme for which a loan and subsidy of
| £17,000 has been approved, has now been aeccel-
| erated, and application has been made for a
further amount of £4,000 to extend the works.

__The lack of modern public conveniences in the
ity has been the subject of adverse eritivism
for many years. The City Council has been
handicapped in this matter by the lack of a
sujtable central site, but indications are that
this diffieulty has now been overcome and an
application for loan and subsidy of £10,000 for
part of the cost has been made. Modern public
| eonveniences have been erected at Pienic Point,
and a further loan and subsidy of £1,000 has
b{%} ht for the construction of conveniences
| at Griffith Park.

During the year the proposed sites of the new
loowoomba Public Abatteir and of a proposed
tannery were investigated and reports embody-

- recommendations were submitted to Head

| The usual inspections were carried ont

[ at the Bhowgrounds during the Teowoeomba
Show, and a satisfactory standard of hygiene
Wi maintained.

A range of flock samples from a loval factory
was submitted for examination, and action was
subsequently taken to ensure an improvement in
quality.

Warwick City Council —The general sanitary
condition of the eity was satisfactory, and
progress has been maintained in the eradication
of molqmtn-hreﬁdin%ugmunds within the area.
For this purpose, a further loan and subsidy of
£200 wis granted in  connection with the

ng of the city reaches of the Conda-
mine RKiver—a work which has proved of great
value in decreasing infestation.

A survey of the city resulted in some
recommendations  for t improvement of
dccommodation at the swimming pool, improve-
mm.-mﬁ!thammter supply, and for the hetter
conduet sanitary depot used for the small
portion of the city not within the sewered area.

Dalby Town Council—The Town of Dalby
was maintained in a safe sanitary eondition
but, as has always been the case, the lack of

ble drainage has greatly hampered real
progress. Dalby is built on extremely fat
comntry not lending itself to sub-surface dis-
posal of waste and storm waters, and many
problems of mosquito and nuisanee control arise.
The proposed sewerage retienlation, for which
all plans have been prepared, appears to be as
far from commencement as ever, but it is pleas-
ing fo report that, following representations
from this Office, the Town Council has had its
eers draw up a comprehensive plan for the
ma storm waters in the town area. This
storm  water drains, street water

I éte., forming a complete system, and
will be constructed in sections as opportunity
offers over a period of years.

A loan of £3,000 has been obtained by the
Couneil for the purpose of drilling test bores
with a view to improving the town water supply.

- The modern swimming pool was maintained, as
| usual, in exeellent condition.

[

An investigation was made of waste water
disposal at the Dalby Hospital, and recom-
mendations made.

troondiwcindt Town Council.—Conditions at
Goondiwindi were found to be reasonable, but
the prevalenee of rats in the business area and
the untidy condition of rear yards were features
ealling for reetifieation. Following persistent
representations from  this Office, the Town
Couneil has now approved of a modern filtration
plant for the town water sapply, and an early
start on the work of installation is expected.
Drawn from the town reaches of the MacIntyre
River and reticulated without treatment of any
kind, the supply has long been the source of
complaints because of its turbidity and has
never been a safe source for domestic purposes.

A special survey of stables in the town area
was made following complaints of exeessive fly
infestation in their vicinity and a report con-
taining recommendations was submitted.

Some improvements have been effected in the
conduet of the town refuse tip, bot forther
work is necessary before controlled tipping can
he achieved.

The sewerage svstem functioned efficiently
during the vear, and the treatment works were
satisfactorily maintained.

Htanthorpe Shire Council.—Good progress has
been maintained throughout this Shive. The
Wallangarra town water supply is now in
operation and preliminary work is being carried
out on the Stanthorpe scheme, Application has
been made for a loan and sobsidy to cover the
vost of conerete water channelling in Stanthorpe,
and a drainage scheme iz proposed for Wallan-
garra. Plans have Leen approved for the con-
struetion of public sanitary conveniences at
Stanthorpe.

A special investigation was made into waste
water disposal at the Stanthorpe Hospital
following complaints from nearby residents,
and as a result a new drainage system is to be
installed.

Glengallan, Allora and Rosenthal Shires.—
Conditions in these three Shires surrounding
Warwick have maintained steady progress dur-
ing the year. The Local Aunthority health
inspeetor has been very active and house-io-
house inspections have resulted in a marked
improvement in sanitation. The refusze tip at
Killarney, out of control for many vears,
remging a problem, but some consolidation has
heen effected and more will he attempted when
heavy equipment is available.

A special visit waz made to Killarney to
inspect premises proposed to be used as a
Distriet Memorial Hospital, and a subsequent
visit was made to inspect additions and altera-
tions to the building recommended by  the
Director-General. The swimming pool at Kil-
larney was inspected and found to be in a
satisfactory condition.

Jondaryan Shire.—The new buildings and
equipment approved for the sanitary depots at
Oakey and Jondaryan have not yet been sup-
plied, bot an early start on the work is expected,
Fallowing adverse reports om the supply of
buttermilk to a piggery at Oakey, a conference
was held with representatives of the Butter
Assoeiation and the Local Authority and
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conditions uwnder which the piggery was per-
miitted to remain in operation were formulated.
A loan of £18,000 has been obtained as part of
the cost of a water supply scheme for the town
of Oakey.

Pittaworth Shive Couneil —General conditions
in this Shire showed improvement, Matters
brought to notice during a survey of Pitlsworth
were defects in the equipment at the samitary
depot, lack of control at the public tlrg refuse
tip, several easily-eradicated mosquito-breeding
grounds, and the gvneral disrepair of llmllilllg!
and laek of supervision at the creek swimming
pool. All these matters were taken up with the
Couneil and the parties concerned and satis-
factory replies have been received.

Public sanitary convenicncees are nnder con-
struction at Pittsworth at present, and the
work should be completed at an early date.

The matter of a town water supply for
Pittsworth s still under investigation,

Millmerran Shire.—Sanitary survevs at hill-
merran  and Ceeil Plains revealed no major
faults. Some recommendations eoncerning
improvements at sanitary and refuse depots at
both eentres have been adopted by the Couneil.
Work under the mosquite subsidy scheme has
heen approved at Rooroongarra, where a lagoom
in the centre of the settlement is being drained
and filled.

Clifton Shirg.—At the Clifton sanitary depot
recommendations  have been made for the
improvement of buildings and equipment, the
more effective disposal of waste waters, and the
levelling and marking out of a new pmuc of
land for disposal of nightsoil. The attention of
the Couneil was also drawn to the lack of
regulation garbage bins at business premises in
the town.

Crow’s Nest Shire.—Conditions in the Shire
were generally satisfactory, I:ut the survey
revealed a shortage of sanitary pans at Crow s
Nost township, some minor faults at the sanitary
depot, and lack of covering and consolidation
at the refuse tip.

New public conveniences are fo be erected in
Crow’s Nest at a eost of £1,000 under the loan
and snbsidy seheme.

A special visit was made to Crow’s Nest
to inspect 0 building proposed to be converted
into a temporary hospital, and resommendations
coneerning it were submitted to the Director-
General.

Inglewond Shire.—Improvements were re-
quested in the condnet of the refuse tip ai
Inglewond, and the attention of the Couneil was
drawn to the unsatisfactory practice of horning
rubbizh in the rear yards of business premizes.
At Texas the transfer of the sanitary depot to
a more suitable site was urged and the shortage
of sanitary pans brought to notice,

Both Inglewood and Texas have reticulated
water supplies.

Wagganba Shire.—The necessity for consoli-
dation and covering of the refuse tip at Yelar-
bon was brought to the notice of the Counneil,
and a reply has been received that the work
will be completed when heavy eguipment is
seenred in the Shire.

Wambo  Shire.—Good r‘ﬁmﬁ has  been
nmmtamcd in this Shire. £ new unlury
serviee, which combines all the former services
of the individual towns, is now in operation
with headquarters in Jandowae. New
have been constructed at the sanitary depot
and new plant has been secured. to-
house inspections have resulted in a marked
improvement in general sanitation throughout
the Shire.

Balonne Shire—This Shire now has the ser-

viees of a_qualified health inspector, and eon-*
siderable improvement in samitary eonditions

s ex . The new town water supply at
St. George (cold) duplicating the hot water
service already installed is now in ﬂpea'nﬂum

Queensland Health Eduecation Council—The
varions Local Authorities are taking inercased
advantage of the facilities and literature made
available by the Queensland Health Education
Couneil, and several have conducted Health
Weeks and displays at country shows with the
material supplied. A comprehensive exhibit h‘f
the Couneil in association with the Toowoeomba
City - Couneil attracted erowds at the
Toowoomba Show and was the subject of much
favourable comment. During the year this
Office arranged the distribution of
o S’mtln Sehools in the City on behalf of the
Connei

feneral —For the first time in many years

all of the various Loeal Anthority joint health
arcas in the district have been fully staffed
with umm-r:tn-rs, and a general improvement in
sunitation  lhas  neeessarily  resulted.  Full
eo-operation has been received from the couneils
and their officers in all matters brought to their
notice.

ROCKHAMPTON SUB-OFFICE.
Derans op INSPECTION.
TABLE XLIV.

'a ¥ ﬂ 3
Hond quartors 53 a8 175 13 | ..
Couniry 1,878 A 5l a0 | &G
(124
Totals .333 i ] o84 0 | &
Girand Tatal .. 2 004

The above inlrileeriulls were made in connes-
tion  with: Barbers' shops 46, camps 26,
drainage 119, hotels 106, keeping of animals 1,
mosquitoes 240, nlghhi.ml disposal
refuse removal serviees 688, refuse tips 51,
registered clubs 1, sanitary conveniences 934,
septic svstems 4, sewerage 10, stream
3, swimming pools 20, water samples T, water
supplies 21, wharves (re shipping) 31, wine
seller’s preomises 1.

Im the performanee of d.ntm under "ﬂe
Health Acts, 1937 fo 1949 Regulations
made mnder *“The Liguor da:l':, 1912 {0 1948,""
10,458 miles were travelled by the official motor |
vehicle, train, and ear services, Of this mileage,
T.142 miles were accounted for in visits to |
conntry ecentres,
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General—Iuspeetions  were performed and
{supervision exercised in the samitation sphere
of Local Authority funetions. Other duties
included inspections, reports, eheeking and com-
menting on plans and speeifications in connec-
tion with hotel sanitation for the purposes of
the Liguor Act and Regulations.

Most Local Authorities are now undertaking
works destined to bring about better standards
of health and to provide public amenitics. Such
accomplishments are made possible mainly by
the aid of Government loans and free subsidy
grants, of which inereased advantage is being
taken.

However, a few Local Authorities continned
fir et basie features of sanitation, despite
ihe t that sueh reguirements are madae
mandatory by the Health Acts, and that negleet
in regard thereto has been repeatedly brought
to their notice by this Department.

Orders placed for supplies of sanitary
materials such as nightsoil pans and fittings
and refuse containers were in every instanes
kept under notice by this office, and in spite of
general shortages of materialz deliveries were
assured without undue delay. Although Loeal
Anthorities were unable to secure supplies of

Ivanised iron for the speeific E:rpm of manu-
Eu‘tu.riun* refuse containers, trade mannfacturers
were able to supply such containers within
reasonable time of receipt of orders. Roek-
hampton City remained the only important
centre which failed to make provision for the
supply of refuse bins to oceupiers of premises
as required by **The Plague Prevention Reguo-
lations of 1944."" By eomparison many country
Loeal Anthorities have sot a much better
example in this respeet.

sSeveral Local Authorities were again without
the seryvices of health inspectors.  Deterioration
in sanitation zoon becomes apparant when super-
vision ceases. Unfortunately, the number of
nalified inspectors available is not equal to the
and for their services,

Hespguarters Ares (Crry or RooxsHAMPTON],

During part of the vear the City Couneil
cmployed only two health inspectors.  The
eventual appointment of a third man enabled
systematic inspection work to be extended.
However, a staff of only three inspectors is
olivi inadequate to cover the whole of the
area  which ineludes some 11000 ocenpied
premises. Numerically the staff compares
unfavourably with that of other eities with like
popunlations and is less than requirements indi-
eated by this Department,

Sewerpge.—The sewerage system was extended
by 19498 lineal fect, equal to 3.69 miles, bring-
g the total te date to 164.7 miles. New con-
nections of premizes to the sewers numbered
167, making the total to date 7,172, Several
instanees of prohibited discharges from hand
basing and sinks to street water channels in the
sewered area remained unattended to.

Sfarm Water Drainage—MNo work on the

sme to cover a further seetion of the main
drain was undertaken becanse of the shortage
of materials, Onee again it is neeessary to
mention the need for storm water drainage in
the Queen’s Park, Park avenue, and eontiguous

areas, and also for renewal of street water
channels in eity lanes where existing ones are
in & bad state.

Nightsoil, Refuse~The services operated
amoothly. One motor vehiele was ineorporated
in the refuse collection serviee.

The Council considered the advisability of
having these services performed by contract
as a possibility of cffecting eeonomies.  Tenders
were invited with only one response. Figures
quoted were deemed to be too high to warrant
a change being made, 1t has now been deeided
to reorganise the serviees using motor vehicles
to replace horse-drawn transport.

Reclamation of & large depression in Vietorin
Park with dry refuse was proceeded with,
including surface dressing with earth. Similar
work is proceeding at a visitors' car parking
reserve on the north side of the Fitzroy River,
althougrh at a slower rate.

Rafs—HRat destruction measures wers con-
tinued through the vear by the gang with
the use of dogs and traps and layving of
poisonons  baits. Rat-proofing  requirements
were enforeed in all new buildings, and a
number of existing struciures were dealt with,
There remaing a good deal of such work to
be done at old buildings in the business
seeftions of the eity. However, conditions in
the building industry are not vet such as to
aceomplish a great {gml in this direction.

Fligg—FProvalence of Musea domestica wag
at times in exeess of normal ineidence, due to
frequent falls of rain enhancing breeding eon-
ditions.  The north side, where many stables
are located, was generally the worse affected. A
survey of these stables has been completed by
a City health inspector, and if proper action
is endorsed & noticeable improvement should
result,

Mosguitoes—Measures  adopted were con-
fined mainly to the spraying of surface collee.
tions of water and strect gullies. The only
works of permanent nature, of minor extent,
were restricted to the Town Commonage where
drainage of some pools was assisted and tidal
valves placed to lessen flooding of mosquito
breedinge areas.

Abnormal falls of rain at frequent intervals
provided ideal conditions for mosquito breeding.
Consequently  they were Inore numerous at
times, although not to the extent of former
years, when no major control operations were
undertaken, From observation the order of
prevalence would be Aédes acgypti, Culex fati-
gans, Aides vigilax, A¥des vithger, Anopheles
annlipes,

Rainwater tanks not effectively sereonsd still
eonstitute the ehief potential danger locally
hecause of their being the main breeding places
for the veetor of dengue fever—ie., A. aegypli.

Showgrounds.—Despite promises Lo improve
the samitation nothing was aeeomplished in this
regard, and every effort will again be made to
have these promises of Improved sanitation
hononred.

Hotels—Numerous improvements in  hotel
samitation were effected, while others are in pro-
press or the subject of Ovders issued by the
Licensing Commission, as the result of inspec-
tions made and reports and recommendations
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submitted. Where alterations were of an extent
to require the submission of plans and speci-
fications, these were forwarded to the Sub-
Oifice for checking, and amending where
NECCsSAry.

State School Swimming Pools—These wers
1ested weekly and it was found that the water
was at all times being adequately chlorinated.

COURTICE. .

Sanitary progress whilst marked in certain
arcas was noticeably less in others, and varied
aceording to the interest displayed by Loecal
Authorities and the emplovment or non-employ-
ment of trained inspection staff,

Az in other years, it was not possible to pay
an inspection visit to every town because of lack
of =taff, and to some extent restriction on the
use of official motor transport, due to petrol
rationing,

Aramae Shire.—Recommendations have been
maide in regarvd to the sanitation and refose dis-
posal at Aramae and Muttaburra. The atten-
tion of the proprietors of barbers’ shops in both
towns was drawn to breaches of the Barbers®
Shops Regulations,

Banana Shire.—Visits of inspection were paid
to the several townships in this aren. The Coun-
eil is to be commended in that it manages to con-
duet mightseil and refuse removal services
economically and with eficiency in ten of these
townships although some of them have only
i smull number of services, Sanitation gencrally
throughout the area is well eontrolled under
regular supervision., A general improvement in
the conduet of barbers’ shops was  noted.
Instructions wers given in respest to remaining
details at varianee with the Regulations,

Barcalding Shire.—The sanitary conditions of
premises in the town of Barealdine was found
to be uniformly good. About five per cent, only
of =anitary econvenienees were defective and
these were receiving attention.  New water chan-
welling was provided in the main street,  AMos-
quite reduction measures wers continued, The
Conneil is still considering the undertaking of a
complete sewernge scheme for the town.

Belyandn Shire.—The night=oil and refuse
disposal serviees at Blair Athol and Clermont
leave much to be desired and action should be
taken by the Belvando Shire to have defects
which have been brought to attention remedied.

Blackall Shire—This area was unable to
secure the serviees of a health inspector, and
sanitary conditions in the fown of Blackall
deteriorated. Sanitary convenicnees wene beeom-
ing defective and refuse was seen to be aceumu-
lating on a number of premises. In the absence
of an inspector mosquito control was confined
1o a little spraving, Preparations were in hand
to earry out a small drainage-mosquito eradica-
tion seheme for which a Government subsidy had
been approved.

Preliminary work on a complete sewerage
scheme for the town was commeneed and in this
respect the Couneil has’ moved with commeni-
able promptitnde. 1t was sugrested to  the
Couneil that public sanitary convenienees shonld
be provided m or adjacent to the main street.

This ﬁuggminu will be given further considera.
tion when the sewerage syvstem is at o more

advanced stage.

Barbers’ shops in the town were found to be
condueied in a satisfactory manner,

Calliope Shire —Banitary surveys of the town-
ships of Mount Larcom, Calliope, Nagoerin,
Ubolo, Builyan, and Many Peaks were made,
Conditions  were imprwiug as the result of
action taken, following syvstematic inspeetion
work by the Local Authority’s health inspector.
A new site for disposal of nightsoil is bein
songht to replaee that at present in use at Cal
liope, where the soil is of a h_ER'Fr nature
not well snited to proper trenching and humifiea-
tion of nightsoil. Proposed sites for nightsoil
disposal grounds at Many Peaks and 1
were inspected, The former was found to be
suitable and the latter unsnitable. A barber’s
shop at Mount Larcom was found to be con-
ducted in a proper manner.

Duaringa Shire—This area was without the
serviees of a health inspeetor. However, the
shire clerk had evidently taken partienlar
interest in health matters. Nightsoil and refuse
removal serviees were extended to the town-
ships of Dingo and Blackwater, the former
heing ineor ted with those of ﬁmﬂmmﬂ
the latter with Bluaff.

Pitzroy Shire~No health inspector was
employed by the Shire Couneil during the year.
Inauguration of nightseil and refuse removal
serviees for eertain townships as N@M@;’
this Department remained in abeyanee.

Giladstone.—A comprehensive inspection of
this town disclosed Illl:dmmt of the bad sani
tary features mentioned in  previous reports
remained uneorrected, and it was therefore
ugain necessary to submit a long list of recom-
mendations. Most of the concrete street water
channels reeciving sewage had been repaired and
thiz work was being continned. Fﬂrﬁﬂm
had been taken towards the undertaking of a
sewerage scheme for the town. A site which
the Couneil had in mimlffornam lst:m ight-
soil disposal depot was found to b ]
Two drainage mosquito aridmhmb“_ i
investigated and veported on  earlier —were
approved for Government loan and subsidies,

Hlfracombe Shire.—Sinee the previous inspec-
Ii:mfu!' the township of Ilfracombe a general
improvement in sanitation has been effected as
the result of systematic inspection of premises.
The refuse tip was "dozed to a consolidated heap.
In eontrasi to former years fly prevalence was
Jlow due to constant attention to control with
DT, at the loenl woolseonr. ¥

The Couneil had had econstrueted a dam of
32,000,000 gallons capacity for water supply.
At the time of inspection a of water
was imponnded and reticulation would be under-
taken during the fortheoming year.

Isisford Shire—This area was mlhm;ﬂ: the
serviees of a local health inspector, and time was
not available for this Department’s officer to
complete a sanitary survey. However, a
visit was made to investigate a d re/
mosquito eradication proposal within the town |
of Tsisford, for which the Shire Couneil songht
Government loan and subsidy, The proposal .

A
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was found to be a beneficial one and loan and
subsidy were recommended for approval.

Jericho Shire.—No local health inspector has
been minged in this area for several years and
this lack of supervision was reflected by a
deterioration in sanitation when the townships
of Jericho and Alpha were inspected.

Longreach Shire.—Great improvement in the
cleansing serviee has been noticed sines the last
vigit. It is pleasing to receive the eo-operation
s0 necessary in publie health work. Mosquito
infestation was heavy at the time of inspection,
accounted for excesgive surface waters
brought about by conditions. Besides con-
trol from inspection work mosquito reduction is
normally effected by clearing earth-formed
drainage channels, spraying such channels and
other surface waters, street manholes, and
“‘eovered places'’ in which household waste
waters are colleeted on private premises

domrdim the complete sewerage scheme
apon, the Conneil is endeavouring to
arrange with a metropolitan firm to set up plant
and manufacture pipes at Longreach,

" Barbers’ shops in the fown on this oceasion
proved to be conducted in a very satisfactory
manner, resulting from observance of instrue-
tions given during previous visils of inspection.

Livingsione Shire.—Sanitation of thiz Shire
has shown marked improvement during the past
year. Complaints to hand regarding prevalence
of flies in the vicinity of the nightsoil disposal
depot at Yeppoon led to this Department being
consulted mmruinf control of breeding with
DD.T. The Council has decided to make pro-
vision in the 1950-51 budget for regular treat-
ment at each of the disposal grounds in the area
with D.D.T. Arrangements for combining the
Ogmore and Marlborough nightsoil and refuse
removal serviees are nearing completion. These
will be operated from Ogmore and intermediate
settlements will be included. The required motor
vehicle has been purchased. Spraying of surface
eollections of water at Yeppoon and Emn Park
was carried out to reduce mosquito breeding.
Thn_l[il:'l street (Yeppoon) drainage/mosquito
eradication works reached an advanced stage,
but of steel delayed covering-in of the
gewer seetion. This is now to hand and the
work will be proceeded with. The Counecil is
now favourably considering a scheme to under-
take connection of premises to the sewer.
Another loan and subsidy drainage/mosquito
eradication scheme centering along Arthur
street, Yeppoon, is nearing completion. Work is
g,rumrﬂ- on the reticulated water supply for

eppoon although frequent abmormal rains have
been a troublesome factor,

The several seaside resorts and holiday eamps
extending from Yeppoon to Emu Park, and
including Cooee Bay, Kemp Beach, Mulambin
Beach and Shoal Bay, and also Keppel Sands
further south, were regularly visited and
patrolled throughout the summer season. Good
sanitation was maintained, aided by improve-
ments effected since the previous similar season.
Co-operation of the Local Authority’s own
inspectorial officer was readily forthcoming at
all relevant times. The camps at Yeppoon and
Emu Park had on this occasion the benefit of
retienlated water supplies. Three sets of con-
veniences at the Yeppoon (Farnborough road)

1]

camping area are now in process of being eon.
verted to septic, the three tanks having been
completed. Showers will be provided in con-
junction with a dressimg shed erected for
campers at Emu Park (Phillip street). A pro-
posed second camping area at Emua Park, located
in Bell Park, was inspected and found to be
suitable for the purpose. Plans to include water
retienlation and septic sanitary conveniences for
this new eamp are being drawn up and when
complete loan and subsidy will be applied for.
A suitable water supply for reticulating to the
township of Kepp&lyﬁau{'ls and the camping
area there is available, and lean and subsidy
have been applied for to that end.

During the year the Council took steps to
define the camping areas, and also submitted to
the Department plans showing such areas,
location of sanitary conveniences, and other
facilities. These were reported on favourably
when referred to this Sub-Office. Loans and
subsidies have been approved to carry out
reticulation of water supplies and provision of
geptic conveniences to the several existing camp
areas, and their completion is dependent only on
receipt of required materials which have been
ordered,

Mt Morgaen Shire—Sanitation in this Shire
still leaves much to be desired and in many
respects this Local Aunthority can be numbered
among the most backward in the State,

Htream Pollution —From time to time over a
number of years complaints have been received
eoncerning chemical pollution of the Dee River
due te discharge thereto of efluents containing
copper and other chemiecal substanees from the
Mount Morgan mine, and also to seepage enter-
ing the river after passing through vast and
ever-inereasing deposits of overburden and low-
grade ore removed from the mine. The company
has largely restricted voluntary discharges of
effluents to the river by impounding them and
pumping them hack to the mine for re-use.
However, the natural sespages are not control-
lable and pollution results with every fall of
rain which filters through the deposits of oxidis-
ing ore on its way to the river.

Recently a more general complaint which
inelnded erecks in the vicinity was reeeived. An
investigation was made and seven samples of
water taken were submitted to amalysis. One
sample was from Dairy Creek where it runs
parallel to the mine before joining the river
Although this creek is fairly close to mine
deposits pollution from that source appeared to
be improbable hecanse of a raised bank on the
side nearest the mine and also an intercepting
intermittent small creek between it and the
mine. One was taken from the Dee River just
ahove probable commeneament of pollution, one
from the creek referved to, and four from
different parts of the river between and beyond
weirs, In these last five pollution appeared to
be probable, Hesults of the analysis showed
that the five (pollution probable) contained
eopper to the extent of 2.3, 1.54, 1.61, 4.76, and
3.78 grains per gallon, also manganese, and iron
and aluminium sulphates. They were unsuitable
for human consumption and stock. The other
two (pollution from the mine improbable) con-
tained 035 and 087 grains of copper respee-
tively. These samples were alkaling and this,
together with the absence of manganese, iron
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and aluminium salts, indicated that they were
uneonnected with the polluting sources of the
five.

However, as a check on their copper content
which was a little in excess of the 3 parts per
million limit considered #s reasonable for pot-
able waters, furthor samples taken closer to the
sourees of these streams were scoured For
analysis. On this oceasion two other samples
were taken, one from a small ereek along which
mine depesits were eneroaching in the direcstion
of the flow, and the other from a well close to
the ereek, both of whieh have in the past been
relicd npon for domestie water supply during
dry periods, When results of these anlayses are
to hand eonsideration will be given to the taking
of any action deemed neeessary and practie-
able.

FPeak Downz Shire—Sanitation in this area
may be eonsidered fair, An investigation was
made of the Queensland British Food Corpora-
tion's enmp and recommendations were made in
regard to new quarters for single men.

Theadare.~—The standard of sanitation in this
Shire may be considered as gowd, and apart
from minor breaches the disposal services are
well condueted.

Fivensed Premuses,—Forty complete inspec-
tions of hotels in conntry centres wers made.
Individual reports were prepared and submitted
together with numerous recommendations for
repairs, alterations, and other improvements. In
addition, hotels in the town of Blackall were
inspected for the purpose of determining the
numbers of sanitary econveniences, bathrooms,
&o., required and the most suitable locatioms
for these, Sketch plans were prepared and sib-
mitted for forwarding to the Licensing Com-
mission. This work was in preparvation for
connections 1o the town sewerage system on
which work has commenced.

Plang and specifications for alterations and
additions 1o hotels and for one new hotel in
country centres were referred to the Sub-Office
for checking and amendment where necessary.

MACEAY SUB-OFFICE.

For the yvear ending 30th June, 1930, sani-
tary and leensing  inspections  were  carried
out in the following areas -——

MAcEAY,

Routine inspections were carried ont during
the wear. Licensing inspections of all the
hotels in the Mackay Distriet were also ecom-
pleted. Trouble is being experienced here with
long delays in the completion of necessary
repairs and alterations due to shortages of
building materials. However, it is hoped that
the more essential items will be completed
shortly.

Ral Control—The City Counecil are experi-
menting with Compound “*1080,"" and should
this new bait prove effective the rat problem
shonld be bronght under stricter control.
Results to date look very hopeful.

Mosguito Subsidies.—A start has been made
on the drainage scheme at Holland street, and
omee this scheme is completed great benefit

should be felt by the residents in West
Mackay. The sp:a.yinsﬁ‘ol breeding grounds in
Mackay and Pioneer Shires was carried out as
a joint scheme throughout the year.

AP and I. Association.—The annual show
was held from 27th to 20th June last. As
was hoped sewerage was installed in one block
of twelve w.e's and two urinals for males and
one bloek of six we’'s for females. The
remaining struetures were renovated and con-
ditions were much better than in previons
vears. The possibility of an early move of
the Association to new grounds prevents a
complete sewerage and drainage scheme being
carried out at presemt. It is hoped that this
position will be elarified in the near future.

CoUNTRY AREAS.
Pigneer —Licensing inspeetions, inspeetions
i £¢ were carried out

of sanitary depots, fi |
in this l-5':;]1irf: for the year, together with

mosquite subsidy work.

Beach  Sanitalivn—Camping ds at
Eimeg, Slade Point, and wWere
inspected before and during the Christmas

perind.

Proserpine—Work has commenced on the
new  depot; licensing inspeetions also carried
out.  Five visits ontside of the two official
tours were made to this town fo attend official
complaints.

Sarina—Rontine inspections of the sani
depot and tip were carried mmhm
visits ‘to beach resorts  at Beach,
Campwyn, and Grasstree during the Christmas
peried.

Oonooie,—Regular inspeetions of the pipe
ling and the disposal area were made, but
little nmizance found existing.

Konmolo.—An attempt was made to inclnde
this aren in the sanitary serviee o ing at
Sarina some 16 miles away. P itive costs
and poor reads, partienlarly in the wet scason,
deeided the Couneil that the scheme was not
workable, A contractor eould not be found
at Koumala. Similar problems exist at Car-
mila, 5t. Lawrence, and Nebo.

Bowen—This  town was inspeeted twice
during the year. Visits were made to the
depot, tip, &e. Licensing of hotels in the
district was completed. Two visits apart from
the tours were also made, \

Wangaratte.—Routine inspections of depots,
tips, &o., were made and licensi inﬁwhom
carried out at Queen’s B-L-.uch,mﬁeri B, and
Collinsville, Inspeetions of beach rosorts were
aleo made prior to Christmas, 1949,

TABLE XLV.

Toran Ixsrecrioxns For THE YEAR.

Eeadimartes Arca. Country Areas,
|travalled.
1 Livesse, | Dffcial [ 1 Lipense,
i Calls, | tioms, i
b | an 21 128 a7 25 | 3407
[Country
only




TOWNSVILLE SUB-OFFICE.

TABLE XLYI.
BUMMARY OF [NSPECTIONS.

S -l o Rl
?ibhﬁ,;&w A fﬂ o 140 20
1,202 148 485
Girand Total 1,805
Miles Travolled 2,455
Towns Visited—Ayr, Brandon, Cloneurry,

Home Hill, Hughenden, Ingham and Mount Isa,

City inspections eovered barbers, drainage,
hospitals, hotels, mosquito eradication schemes,
refuse tips, and water supply.

Country inspections coversd barbers, board-

ing-houses, dairy, drainage and sewerage,

sanitation, Government premises, hotels,

publie conveniences, refuse tips, sanitary depaots,
swimming pools and theatre.

Reports and sanitary surveys were made out
and submitted together with recommendations
to headguarters.

Total number of miles travelled—1509,

TowWNSVILLE,

Matters of general sanitation within the
city area received attention during the %mr in
eonjunction with other duties. The City Couneil
has steadily confinued with the construetion of
new thorounghfares, eoncrete street channels,
stormwater drains and sewerage installations,
all of which assist greatly towards maintaining a
reasonably good standard of sanitation. Many
new residences have been erected in the various
suburbs during the year, but unfortunately most
of them in unsewered areas necessitating the
eontinuaner of the sanitary remoeval serviee,

Business premises within the main portion of
the city received visits of inspection from time
to time and when defects were observed suitable
action was taken to have them rectified.

Mosquito  Subsidy Schemes.—Recently the
ille City Council made application to
the Government Treasury Department for a
further loan of £52.000 under the loan and sub-
sidy seheme for the purpose of mosquito eradi-
cafion. This is in addition to loans already
approved and being in operation and ineludes
ning different drainage projects in varions
localities thmllgh-nut the city.

The low-lying nature of large aveas of land
within this city calls for extensive drainage
works involving large expenditure if these
potential breeding grounds are fo be eliminated
sueeessfolly,

Recently officers of the Sehool of Publie
* Health and Tropical Medicing made a eomplete
mosquito survey of the city arca at the request
of the Townsville City Couneil and the report
is awaited.

Sewerage.—These installations are being con-
tinued as materials come to hand. The area
kmown as North Ward although mostly retien-

lated is not yet connected to the scheme owing

ﬁﬂ]iz. necessity to await the ereetion of pumping
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Rat Control.—House-to-house visits by the
Couneil rat gang continued throughout the year.

An inspection and survey of the Townsville
Harbour Board wharves and river walls was
made doring the vear and eonditions found to
be satisfactory in most instances. The absence
of rats under the wharves and in the sheds was
very gratifying and a tribute to the stafl
engaged by the Harbour Board for the sole
purpose of rat destruction and eontrol. Methods
adopted for destrmetion are baiting, shooting
and trapping.

The river retaining walls under the wharves
were mostly in good repair,

A full report of the above survey was subse-
quently submitted to the Harbour Board to-
gether with certain recommendations.

Sanitary and Kefuse Depols—Periodical in-
spections were made of these services and con-
ditions generally were satisfactory. Good pro-
gress ig being made in the reclamation of the
low-lying area in Dean street, South Townsville,
where the city refuse is received and deposited
under the controlled tipping system. All refuse
is tipped to a face, levelled and covered regu-
lavly with ashes,

Hofel Licensing.—Annual hotel licensing in-
spections were resumed during the year and all
hotels within the Townsville City area were
reported on and recommendations forwarded
for the purpose of having the necessary orders
issued to owners and licensees,

It was found that there are still a few hotels
not yet connected to the sewerage system
although they are within the defined sewered
area, but as other additional and extensive im-
provements are involved in some instances
sewerage connections cannot yvet be made.

Principal recommendations made respecting
hotels included additional sanitary and bath-
room facilities, sewerage connections, repairs,
additional staff accommodation, general eleanli-
ness and repainting.

CoUNTRY.

Cloncurry—As a result of a mild outhreak of
gearlet fever a special visit was paid to this
town for the purpose of investigation and
report. House-to-house inspections were carried
out in the loeality from which the cases wers
reported and inspections made of the water
supply, sanitary depot and milk supply in the
company of the M.O.H.

Torrens Creek and Pratrie—The Flinders
Shire Couneil acting on the adviee of the
Medical Officer of Health raizsed the gquestion of
providing septic tanks to each of the premises
or as an alternative installing & sewernge scheme
to suit the requirements,

An inspection was made and the matter dis-
emssed in each town. The =oil was tested for
ahsorption purposes and a report together with
recommendations forwarded to headguarters.

Ayr Shire.—An annual inspection was carried
out within the Shire during the vear when
general inspections were made in addition to
hotel licensing inspections.

Charters Towers—General inspections were
also carried out in this eity in addition to hotel
licensing inspection duties.
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_ Several plans and specifications dealing with
improvements to the hotels have been perused
and recommended for approval.

: CAIRNS SUB-OFFICE.

During this vear, an Assistant Inspector
wias posted to this sub-office and his appoint-
ment here will lead to a better coverage of
health activities. With the augmented staff,
much of the work, which could not be other-
wise than neglected, ean be undertakem, with
obviously better proteetion for the poblie.
With the pessage of years, North Queensland
has beeome inereasingly important, not only
from the State bot alse from the national
viewpoint. It is therefore vitally essential that
the North must be kept a safe 1plm:u in which
to work and live. As a tropical climate offers
more health hazards than the more temperate
climes, health work becomes of paramount
importance in the neeessary development of
the North.

Generallv, duties during the period wers
econfined to the most important aspects of
health work and ineluded drainage inspections,
inspretions of the essential services of night-
soil and garbage eollection and disposal, beach
and camp samitation, vermin infestation and
special investigations into the incidence and
environmental and oceupational aspects  of
typhug.  An inereased intercst in the seeki
of snbsidies for anti-mosgquito projects by loca
authoritics has led to a great number of

ingpections  and  recommendations on these
matters.
The annnal- conference of the Health

Inspectors Association of Australin  (Queens-
land Branch) was held in Cairns with mmch
henefit o all parties coneerned,

Cairns City.—Very little trouble was experi-
ence in regard to the nightsoil and garbage eol.
leetion, removal and disposal serviees, as the
very few complaints reeeived were promptly
rectificdd on  their being bronght under the
notice of the loeal anthority. Inspeetions were
made of the nightzeil ineinerator and the rub-
bish tip as opportunity offered and no cavse
for complaint was fonind.

Mosquite prevention work has  proceeded
eatisfactorily, the staff emploved doing wery
good work in the maintenanse of the drainage
gystem and the control of the malaria vector.
Their efforts are refleeted by the absence of
any notifications of malaria for quite a eon.
siderable time, It iz but a short passage of
wears sinee 1942 when the cases ran  into
undreds, and the pursuance of the good work
eommenced by the Serviees has beem a job
worthy of commendation.  In  addition o
subsidising this work, the State makes avail-
able subsidy for drainage and reslamation
works and the Cairns City Couneil has wisely
taken advantage of thi=. With the completion
of works projested and for which subsidy has
beon recommended, a decided step forward in
the sanitation of the ecity will have been
achieved,

Big works projected inelude the reslamation
and drainage of a large area of land at the
Showgrounds reserve, with the elimination of
i large mosguito breeding area, which has
always necessitated cloze attention and comtrol.
Another work of muech importanee is the

reclamation of Lily Creck from Spence street

to the Inlet, a work being undertaken in con-

junction with other authorities. This

when completed, will not only remove a dﬂﬂﬁ_‘
spot but will also make available much v

space for railway yards, wharves and wharf

storesheds.

The eontrol of infectious diseases has not been
neglected and the paucity of notifieations reveals
the merit of the work. Immunisation has not
been  forgotten and the entage of non-
immunised children in the city area is very small
in

A man employed full-time on rat destroetion
by the local authority does ve waork,
whilst valuable assistance is afforded by the
Cairns Harbour Board and the Railway Depart-
ment, which have staff available also for this
work., =0 very mecessary in A scaport and a
lavge railway goods centre.

Definite progress is now being made with
the Fehana Creek Water Scheme in conjune-
tiom with the Mulgrave Shire Couneil and
two years should see @n I water
supply for all purposes available Cairns.
The loeal authority should then be in a posi-
tion to implement its most desirable plan for
the installation of & sewerage system in Cairns.
In addition to an iml]'-med m for the
collection and disposal of ni l, such a
scheme will eliminate all drai defects in
the city arca and will thus be of inestimable
value in a coastal eity in a tropical zome.

Mulgrave &hire,—This 8hire, which sur-
rounds the eity of Cairns, has also worked hard
in the carrying ont of its obhligations under the
Health Aeis

Nigltsoil and garbage eollection, removal
and disposal serviees lave funeti well,
During the year, the loeal authority took over
the main sanitary eontract "Il'lg
waggons, pood staff and supervision, this ser-
viee continues to Funetion well,  The Sim-
monds Creek treatment and dis works are
well advaneed and should be in operation in
a epuple of months. This will then canse the
closure of the present unsatisfactory sanitary
depot at Gordonvale,

Work is still proceeding with the big anti-
mosguito drainage scheme at Babinda ﬁ.l:l.d'ﬂ
being very well done, The id and safe
removal of flood waters, which previoosly
spread themselves over a wide area to furnﬁ:
large mosguito-breeding swamp cxemplified
vn’lﬁ unfaqthiu work. Other mosquito control
work is not lost sight of by this logal authority.

Infections diseases are not ignored and the
carrying out of immunisation and other preven-
tive measures is reflected by the low incidence
of infectious diseases. The ineidence of typhus
in eoastal shires is of serious import to the
shires and the Mulgrave Shire has been con-
eerned in this regard. A serious outbreak in
one beach area led to prompt action by this
shire and. with the assistance of the local
authority inspector, . Mackerras of the
Gueensland Medieal Research Institute, carried
out a very thorough investigation. As a result
of this investigation, preventive measures were
suggested and implemented.

Beach sanitation is a big feature of this
local authority’s work and is very efficiently
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| at the various beaches and this wil

F-

earried out. A close wateh on beach sanitation
was kept over the holiday period and it is
mning to report a minimum of trouble. This

il anthority is fast securing f:ampim{ FESATVES
lead to
the provision of more amenities and better
eontrol still. Meantime, it is pleasing to note
that the control of the foreshores for health
purposes has been vested in the shire and will
assist materially in controlling both eampers
and day visitors.

Johnstone Shive—Here the essential garbage

and nightsoil serviees were again earried out
with the usual regular efficiency of this loeal
authority. Visits of inspection at intervals
reverled a very effective serviee with a mini-
mum of compluints.  With the projected
resumption of portion of the existing sanitary
depot at M for aerodrome extensions, a
site has been seleeted for a new depot and now
awaits inspection and approval by this depart-
_Infections diseases, apart from the leptospiro-
sis group, were few and immunising and similar
W‘m campaigns are always functioning.
shire has always been very energetic in this
regard.

There has been a big step-up in the seeking of
subsidies for anti-mosquito works and the pro-
vigion of drainage and reclamation thus under.
taken will not only remove undesirable breed-
ing places but also improve immeasurably the
facilitics and appearance of the town, Works
already done indieate this in no small measure.

Beach sanitation has not been ignored and the
completion during the yvear of a fine modern
building, with all modern smenities, at Etty Bay,
is the completion of the first step in the utilis-
ing of the loan secured for such purposes. The
completion of the other two blocks planned for
Kurramine and North Mission Beach will finalise

for the provision of modern amenity

the
-WGE.::: the main beaches in this shire,

A ear park, with showers, Inundry facilities
and septic system is in operation on the South
Johnstone Road, whilst a comfortable class of
pensioners’ huts is being provided.

A swimming pool of modern standards is pro-
cted and mquiries and discussions as to the
st site for its loeation are now engaging the

attention of the local authority.

. 'ﬂ!ﬂ installation of a seweragre syatom, which is

also projected by this local authority, depends

of on an angmented water supply and
the provision of the necessary materials and
these matters are being considered.

 Cardwell Shire.—Inspections at various times
indieated that the essential serviees of nightsoil
and garbage collection and disposal were being
well earricd out and that supervision of the
loeal authority was effective.

Some anti-mosquito  subsidies  have been
secured and, with one small giah completed and
the large job nearly so, a definite improvement
ean be eonfidently looked for.

Immunisation is not lost sight of and regular
w keep the number of non-immmnised
chi down to a very low percentage.

The installation of a sewerage system has
already been well disenssed by the local
authority and a great deal of work has

e
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been done to augment the water supply. The
further implementation of the sewerage proposal
depends upon  the possibility of secoring
materixls, ete,

Dauglas Shire.—The appointment of a full-
time inspector last September has resulted noa
VErY nite improvement in the carrving ont
of the essential serviees and the hand of the
gualified inspector is apparent in the greatly
improved control. As a matter of fact, all
health services are being stepped up with this
officer’s appointment.

The provision of separate transport for this
officer will assist him considerably in the per-
formance of his duties and the local authority
iz to be commended for its forethought,

With a keen energetic inspector and a sympa-
thetie loeal anthority, it can be antieipated with
eonfidenee that furiher improvement in this
shire, which previously had been somewhat
neglected, will take place.,

Marceba  Shire—The usual elose attention
was paid to the earrying out of the essential
serviees in this shire. This shire is unfortunate
in some of its ountlying towns, as the
small populations make the cost of sanitary
serviees much higher than obtains in larger
centres.  Nevertheless, the loeal anthority has
not relaxed its efforts to maintain these ser-
viees. There is a possibility of the installation
of combined septic svstems in one town in this
shire, where ample water is available and effluent
disposal will offer no obstacles,

The control of infections diseases would
appear to be good, whilst immunisation is regu-
larly earricd on.

Uge is made of anti-mosquito stbsidies and the
completion of the works invelved indicates the
vailne of these subsidies.

The matter of water supplies is one of serious
import to this local authority and several
gehemes are in hand for improving existing
supplies or providing new supplies to some of
the smaller places in the shire,

With an improved and augmented water
supply for Mareeba, serious consideration should
be given by this shire to the installation of a
gewerage system for Mareeba, which is a rapidly
growing and prosperous town. In addlltu:rn 10
providing an up-to-date system for nightscil
disposal, sueh a scheme would also provide for
the effective disposal of drainage, which, owing
to the nature of the soil in the business centre of
the town, threatens to become a problem of no
small magnitude in the near future. Failing
the early installation of a sewerage system, the
efforts of the local anthority shonld be ﬂlrt't't.ﬁl
towards the provision of a *‘foul-water' drain-
age collection and disposal system.

Atherton Shire—The usual satisfactory stan-
dard of nightsoil and garbage colleetion and
disposal was maintained through the year. In
this regard, the local anthority has under eon-
gideration the provision of septic systems
throughout the whole of the town of Atherton,

During the year, the township of Tolga was
provided with a permanent water supply.

Anti-mosquito  works proposed and recom-
mended for subsidy should make a decided
improvement.



52

Eacham Shire.—All essential serviees were
found on inspestion to be functioning well and
this shire is happily placed in this regard.

Drainage works at Millaa Millaa under the
subsidy scheme will remedy an ountstanding
nuisanece and, as these works have been
approved, their commengement and completion
should not be unduly delayed,

The provision of public conveniences in the
town of Malanda, as proposed, will fill a long
felt want in this town.

Herberton Shire,~Progress has been made by
this shire in health matters since the utilisation
of the Eacham Shire inspector one week each
month and inspeetions revealed good control
of the eszential services,

At Herberton and Ravenshoe, it is proposed
to open new sanifary depot sites and the neces-
sary inspections and arrangements are well in
hand,

Ravenshoe is a growing town, in the heart of
a dairying and timber disiviet and with the pro.
jeeted big Tully Falls Hydro scheme, the future
of this town should be assured. Any extension
of tin-dredging in this shire would still further
enhance its growth and the time iz at hand when
an inspector eould be profitably engaged full
time in this area.

ther Shires.—Visits were alzo paid to the
!Ethurirlg{.- and Cook shives but, as the time spent
in each was limited, only the main centres were
visited, These were found to be in fair shape,
despite the lack of imspecterial econtrel. 1
would suggest that, as more qualified inspectors
become available, some consideration should be
given to the provision of inspectorial stails,
under some form of subsidy, to shires like
Etheridge, Cook, Croydon and Carpentaria,
whase small populations and revenunes render the
provigion of inspectorial staff, with the inevit.
able eostly travelling ower long distances, a
financial impossibility,

TABLE XLVIL
Local. AUTRORITY SUPERVIEION,

i

; i
: EE‘ E’
£

CiMlels] Calls,
Reports.
Towne ¥

L
Hendguariors | 685 11 208 12 L
Country 1,302 o 184 167 67
(153
visits)
Totals .. | 1,887 11 452 176
I ——
Grand Totals 2,380
The above inspections ineluded :—Anti-

mosquito drainage (G9), barbers (7), ehemists
(37), cold stores (5), drainage (45), fly infesta-
tion (10}, food factories (141), food premises
(782}, hospitals (10), ineinerators (4), indus-
trial hygiene (6), milk premises (43), mosquito
infestation (10), piggeries (1), premises (8), rat
infestation (23), rubbish (44), sanitary con-
venienees (531}, sanitary depots (28), trade
wastes (6), warchouses (20), waters (57), and
wharves (i),

TABLE XLVIII.
LicEXSED PREMISES.

- |4 : i
Headquarters 3 3
Country .. e B 45 8
Totals .. o gl i 1l 5

'a_—.—\_i_—_'
Grand Totals ., ]|

Tle above inspections necessitated the travel-
ling of 9,703 miles by train, boat and motor
truck

THURSDAY ISLAND.

Nightseil Digpogal —A new truek, with well
covered body, was put on to the cleansing ser-
vices during the year and removals were
mueh more satisfactorily.  Only interraptions
now caused to the removal service is by
extremely low tides which prevent disposal in
deep water. Construetion of a low graded pier
is being eonsidered by the Council to overcome
this diffieulty.

The water attachment was made to the new
ganitary depot to allow full facilities of pan-
washing, disinfection and tarring to be earried
out.

Refuse Removal—Removals were carried out
satisfactorily during the year, although the
ghortage of regulation gar in view of
the rat infestation on the island, i3 creating
a very serious nuisance, Conditions at the refuse
tip are far from satisfactory, and despite many
adverse reports snbmitted to the Couneil, con-
trol of the tip was not maintained at a desired
standard. Over one period the tip was not
Llinded or covered for three months. With the
earth-moving machine the Couneil now has on
hand there is no reason why these eonditions
shonld prevail.

Water Treatment,—The water catehment area
on the island is ideal for the eollection of good
quality water, and negotiations are being T
taken by the Council to have the whole of this
area proclaimed a water-works reserve to pre-
vent possible pollution by native trespassers.
Necessary lifting of the outlet pipes from the
bottom of the dams and the reservoir to the
surface (hy means of foating arms) has not
yot been carried out.

Praingge.—Most of the storm water drainage
and street channelling is in serious eondition,
Al the spade ent section and some of the stone
grouted drainage iz seriously overgrown with
weeds and grass and water eannot eseape freely.
However, a large droinage works programme is
proposed for the coming financial year when
most of these defecis can be remedied. Regular
flushing during the dry season and clearing of
silt during the wet season will still be required
on all cement chanelling,
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Moszquite Conlrol.—Very little work was done
on mosquito control work during the wvear,
althongh infestation is not heavy exeept in a
small swampy area below the waterworks.
Proposed drainage works mentioned above will
eliminate some breeding grounds, but regular
spraying is mecessary and, although it could be
imﬁcmted with the labour engaged on drain-
age clearance and fAnshing, a proposal in this
respect has been rejected for the coming year.

Fly Control.—The main ly infestation nnis-
ance is due to insufficient control at the refuse

tip.

Constant inspeetion during the year of troehus
ghell before landing, to ensure that all shell is
free of trochus meat, has resulted in abatement
of the trochus fly nuisance. While having ne
dlisease bearing potential this flv was a swarm
pest in previous vears,

Rat Infestation.—Rat infestation is still heavy
on the although it has decreased consid-
erably during the last twelve months, A hounse
to honse campaign eonducted early in the year
to ensure removal of all war fime refuse rub-
bish, ete., had very sueeessful resulis. 63 lhs
of ﬁhmphorm rat bait poison were used during
the year.

Native Sanifation—Sanitation of native huts,
ete., was generally satisfactory although over-
;mrwdmg still creates a serious problem in most

nts.

Theatre.—The Thursday Island theatre was
ted Ire-g'ulﬂl‘lj and satisfactory eleansing
spraying methods institnted. Under direc-
tion mew conveniences are being constructed at
the theatre.

Hotelz—General conditions at the four hotels
on the Island improved comsiderably over the
last twelve months althowgh one of these
requires large seale alterations, almost to the
extent of reconstruction, to be brought to a
satisfactory standard. Improved electricity out-
put at the power-house is required before hot
water can be supplied to kitchens, bars and
bathrooms. Glass washing machines are already
installed in two hotels awaiting the hot water
connection. Work is also in progress for trans-.
ferring bathrooms from the vard of one hotel to
the first floor.

Improved sanitary conditions are required at
all hotels but the septic installations recom-
mended were postponed becanse of the Island’s
annual water shortage. General consumption
figure, however, is conservatively estimated to
average more than 52 gallons per head per day
and this indicates that large seale wastage is
rampant throughout the Island. It is to be
regretted that this wastage is allowed to con-
tinue at the expense of such desivable sanitary
measures as septic systems and flushing urinals
in all public conveniences,

Gmer_'al—'l‘lre lack of finanee is eonsiderably
hampering the activitics of the Counecil, but it
i5 equally apparent that l:hel_;llriuril.y warranted
i5 not being given to Public Health functions in
present expenditure of available finanee,

HusMany oF Insrecrions,

Inspections, | Ra-Inspeetis. Oficial Calls,
360 | 156 LE0H
LN - — '_f
Total .. 26

Inspeetions included :—Drainage, 58; fly con-
trol, T0; sanitary comveniences, 52: rat control,
41; refuse removal, - 47; sanitary depot and
refuse tip, 32, water sampling, 20; and other
vigits of a miseellancons character,

HOOKWORM CAMPAIGN.

Microseopist in Charge: 8. Troupsox,

The staff responsible for hookworm eontrol
consists of a microscopist, sister, one field inspec-
tor at Cairns, and one sister at Innisfail, this
position being vacant at present,

During the year the microscopist visited Palm
and Fantome Islands and examined all
aboriginals, All these positive for hookworm
were treated and re-examined, and most were
found to be free of the disense. Those found
positive for hookworm at Fantome Island were
treated by the Administration. Further treat-
ment will be carried ont at six-monthly intervals.

It was pleasing to see the low incidence of
hookworm at Palm Island, and this can be
attributed to the manner in which the sanitary
serviee and the disposal depot are conducted.

Fifty-six of the white staff at Palm Island
were examined, and all found to be negative.

Most of the positive hosts are reinfections,
and this might be due to new admissions snffer-
ing from the disease. In this regard it is
recommended that all aboriginals on arrival on
a Government settlement or mission be examined
for hookworm and if found positive be treated.

Treatment has been earried out amongst the
aboriginals in the Cairns, Mossman, and Dain-
tree areas, while arrangements have been made
with the Superintendent of Mona Mona Mission
for the treatment of the natives there

It was pleasing to see that the ineidence of
hookworm amongst aboriginals st the Lutheran
Miszion in the Cooktown area iz low,

Burvevs of cane gangs, school children, and
honse to honse inspections have also been carried
ont in the Cairns area.

Of the 3,797 specimens examined, 432 were
positive for hookworm, and 114 of the hookworm
hosts were treated to a cure. One thotsand one
bundred and nine specimens contained ova of
other parasitic worms—~Oryuris  vermicwlariz,
Trichuriz frichivra, Hymenoleps nena and a
fow Teichostvongylus orienfalis,

Arrangements were made with the medical
officer of the distriet hospital in each contre for
all hosts heavily infested with hookworm to be
treated in hospital and kept under observation.
Children three years of age and under lightly
infested were alzo treated in hospital,
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TABLE L.
BamiTaTioN —MULGRAVE SHIRE.

e Calfrd Anda.
Number of places visited . i e 428
Number of sanitary convenionces inspoctid 485
Privioa na aotion roquised . . i o )
Number of defoctive privies e o 184
Kumbor of places without sanitary con-
wm o L o ¥y E;'{il

action taken i kL = e Xil

TABLE LI.

MULORAVE SHIRE.

— D Clasa, | GOChss, | K Chass, | F Class, | H Class.
Pails ., 204 139 25 i i
Pits: .. ] 26 14 1 I
Seplic (13 2 k. T i

#n‘-.ﬂul.. Iewing soll pollal
but not & ng L,
B Chass — Allowing soil [IEFET

F Class—XNa ﬂ:"l;lm.

H Class—s5odl pollutlen in evidenoe al time of Insgsetion,

WEIL'S DISEASE CAMPAIGN,

NORTHERN CANE AREASH.
Inspector in Charge: J. M. KENNEDY.
(GENERAL.

Activities of the Campaign staff during the
vear covered the Shives of Hinchinbrook, Card-
well, Johnstone, Mulgrave, and Douglas, Iming
the arcas to which the Rat Prevention an
Destruction Regunlations specially apply. The
staff remained as in recent years, four field
inspectors and the officer in charge.

In the following sugar-mill areas intensive
field and farm inspections were carried out:—
South Johnstone, Goondi, Mourilvan, “Tully,
Victoria, Macknade, Babinda, and Ilnl.'ulgra':r:,
and attention as required was also directed to
Hambledon and Mossman mill areas.

Above ave erops were harvested during
the 1949 ernshing, but only three mills showed
inereased cane production over the previous
year,

The first mill commenced operations on 25th
May and most were in active operation by Sth
June.

The earlier commencing dates are likely to
remain & permanent arrangement in northern
cane areas owing to inereased tonnage due to
the introduction of heavy vielding wvariety
eanes and the expansion of mill arcas g-:nr soldier
settlement on sugar lands. As shown in
Table LIIT. a number of new farms have
already been opened up.

Cane harvesting in early June highlights a
new problem in Weil s disease control inasmuch
a8 the cane aregs in northern distriets normally
register heavy rainfall from January to April,
but in a late wet year such as 1948 and the
present year, very wet comnditions persist until
mid-June or even later. As there is no oppor-
tunity for low-lying areas to dry out, i w01
ditions prevail for the spread of infection.
This is reflected in the increased incidence of
leptospirosis eases oceuring during 1948 and

again in the Innisfail distriet over the laat‘ ten
days of June, when over 30 cases were notified
to the Loeal Authority.

During the 93 wet days from lst January to
#0th June, 125 inches of rain was registered at
Innisfail. Fourteen of the first 16 days in June
were wet, and while burning of the cane before
harvesting is now accepted as practieable and
even desivable as an established practice, the
wet conditions made effective burning impos-
gible over a period of several days, during
which cane was eut in the leal by many gangs.
Cutters penerally prefer burnt cane, but in
some instances pressure by mill interests to eut
green in order to keep up mill supplies over-
comes their reluctanee.  Sceetions covered by
health order ean be fired and a burn of sorts
obtained after two or three days dry weather,
but the ground econditions may remain a
danger.

It is apparent that infection is acquired in
the main on river flats and low-lying fields llmﬂ
the remedy appears to lic in postponing cutting
in these localities until such time as the ground
surface has drained out, a fairly rapid process
in North Queensland.

This objective ean be readily achieved if
the necessary co-operation of millers and
farmers in re-arrangement of groups can be
obtained, otherwise it may be necessary to
consider some eompulsory action divected to the
postponement of harvesting in doubtful sce-
tions until such time as safe conditions permit.

It is considered also that all cane which has

been subject to flooding at any period of its
wth should be Lurned before cutting and

this poliey has in the main been followed in
Fecent Years.

During the 1949 erushing a very high pro-

ortion of all crops was burned as shown in

able LIT, Weather conditions generally were
very pood, permitting speedy and  efficient
harvesting in all mill areas,

Materials snch as barbed wire is still in short
supply, thus holding up the fencing off of
waste land and river banks by farmers to pro-
teet erops and prevent infection.  More
machinery and labour is available, resulting in
cleaner farms generally. Bulldozers have been
used with advantage on a4 number of farms to
fill in, grade, and drain fields and their use for
this purpose by progressive farmers can be
commended.

Many eases of fever notified or reported {rom
the various arcas were followed up during the
vear,  Field notes were compiled and reports
furnished to Head Offfee as required.

Rovext ComMTRoL.

Imereased  supplies of poison  baits  were
reflected in greater activity by Pest Boards
during the past yvear

Maost mills have a methodieal system of bait
distribution and conduet one or more blanket
campaigng as eonditions demand. Unfortu-
nately several Pest Board officers are fully
oeeupied with other duties such as cane grub
econtrol at a time when full attention to poison
bait distribution would yield excellent results,
It would appear that rodent control is econ-
sidered of secondary importance here and the
health as; tends to be overlooked, the main
eriterion being the extent of possible economies
loss to the farmers
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As is the usual eustom, arrangements were
made for follow-up X-rays of all men who in
the past had shown a positive or doubtful film.
Other activities included attending meetings of
the State Committee of the National Associa-
tion of Testing Authorities, meetings of the
Queensland Health Education Couneil, certain
sub-committee  meetings of the Standards
Associntion of Australia (Queensland Advisory
Committee). Dr. Lulham attended the meet-
i of the ‘Climatological Committees’’

). Dr. D Gordon attended the

ird International Conference on Pneumoceo-
niosis held under the auspiees of LL.O. in
dney in February as one of the Australian

‘“advisers.”” Meetings of the Committee on
Industrial Hygiene held approximately every
quarter were also attended. This is an advisory

snbeommittes of the National Health and
Medical Researel Couneil.

Monthly lectures to factory inspectors were
inangurated and lectures to engineering and
students eontinued. The first half of
a book of notes which it is hoped will one day
form the basis of a small textbook for teachers
in Technical Colleges was completed and sub.
mitted for approval. The intention behind this
is to give nari apprentice some instruction on
health and preventive medical measures, partic-
larly those that have application to his own
trade.
Foundry report, regulations for, and medieal
cxaminations of eompressed air workers, and
routine radiologieal examinations of those in
dusty trades, particularly ecoalminers. ‘The
latter matter has moved one step forward in that
the “blue-print’’ stage is being reached with
the X-ray railway carvinge for the Director of
Tuberculosis. However, mueh water must fow
under the bridge before rontine radiological
examinations in dusty ocecupations become an
established fact,

Hazarps oF SoME INTEREST.

In previous reports it has been mentioned
that eoal pits in Queensland seldom give dust
counts of dangerous magnitude. During the
year, however, one pit was investigated which
gave counts of a high order. It iz rather
signi that this pit more nearly approaches
complete mechanisation than any other coal-
mine in the State. Surprisingly encugh,

dust eounts of very fine particle size
were also recorded in the vicinity of scoop
aperators removing over-burden in an open-cut
coalmine, The over-burden is highly siliceous,
and on the face of things it would seem that
# hazard exists even though the work is done
in the open air. 2

A up of men who work in a large cold
store ﬁ}:nﬂ some weeks each year serapin r:u:u]
brushing the paint from large “*banks’’ of
refrigeration coils. On the bends these pipes
are painted with red lead. All men were quite
seriously affected by lead. This happening is
of some interest in that the only bad ontbreak of
lead poisoning in the previous year oecurred
amang machinery painters alse. The men eon-
umeﬁ in that instance larly sand-papered
lead priming coats placed on new engines.
Thongh the house painter is very conscious of
a Imufhhuard, a much more real danger some-

Matters awaiting decision are the

times exists for his colleague the machinery
painter, who often has pever even thought of
lead poisoning az a possible canse of his
symptoms.

In a cokeworks the employess working in the
grinding room were found to be subjected to
eoal duost of fine particle size in dangerous
amonnts, However, no cases of pneamoconioses
were discovered, probably mainly because the
labour turn-over is great and the few men who
had stayed some vears at the works had changed
from process to prosess—some dusty, others
not—while there.

STAFF.

In January Dr. C. Lulham was appointed as
the Medical Oficer to the Health Department.
The part-time services of a second medical
officer make for greater ease of work and
supply administrative econtinuity when the
Director's duoties take him out of Brishane,
The return of Dr. Lulham to this stalf on this
work is particularly fortuitous, for as a grado-
ate in science he had worked with the late
(Charles Badham (the pioneer of industrial
hygiene in Australing and later as an analyst
here had ecarried out much of the field and
analytical investigation done in industrial
medieine in this Department before the appoint-
ment of a full-time Industrial Medical Officer.
In eonsequence Dr.  Lolham can aceept
responsibility in industrial medical work which
eonld not be given to any other medieal grado-
ate of recent standing,

The disenssion associated with the above
appointment brings to mind the matter of staff
for a State industrial medical section.  In sach
a division or seetion medical work per z¢ iz but
g small portion of the total work reqguired and
in faet unless the pecessary  bacteriologieal,
analytical, field and elerieal work is performed
the medical officer has wsnally insufficient data
to make a dingunosis, furnish a report, or give
worthwhile evidence in matters of dispute. In
other countries, in industrial hygiene divisions,
for every medical graduate employed there are
nsnally five to eight non-medical members of the
staff. The appointment of extra medieal officers
only therefore does not necessarily increase the
output of work from a section. These are hard
faets which are likely to be overlooked.

Om the other hand it is well to treat industrial
hygiene with realism. The size of the staff must
have some relation to the industrial develop-
ment of the State—particularly in the chemical
and manufaeturing trades which are prone to
cause health hazards—and to the amount of
peenpational disease—as distinet from indnsirial
aceidents—which is sctually occurring. Hard
statisties confirm the opinion that Queensland at
present is not a very large manufacturing State,
and State Government Insurance records show
that the volume of preventable industrial disease
is not unduly excessive. Increase in staff for
the tvpe of work being at present undertaken
by this Section eculd hardly be justified—with
but one exeeption. There is pressing need for
the part-time serviees of am  experienced
industrial ventilation engineer. Such an offieer
iz usnally part of the “‘stock-in-trade'” of
industrial hygiene sections in other countries
and is of great help to induostry. The =mall
industrialist neither has the money to employ
a well-goalified engineer nor the knowledge of



| | tation | g I I 1] | I . .
e nsnally o 1E L [ L1 | L 1 I Lk

¥ [ TS s T il | i’ i . wi Trib
i ts not eliieiently oo t| T 1 i 1 FHga . g

[ lesagrnied, s : 1 Lihi i Ti | \ ]
material  and i v ' i i 1 1 - E :
el L J B LLALL 1 will < R | B & PR | | BT |
meEnt 1 § XL ERRE L 1 T 1 = 1 1

| il Ry 1 1 | ol st ntila . il 1L i

g loF LT | PELS | 1 0 W e i 1 [ (il i 1 | |
eXpere i’ Ll thiat wil 07 | i | | [ | |
situatic i ot wark in BaT - BE | seime eoalimin

"I nnfirmation of these opin 3 0 A uiry int
1 LS} [ FLLED e diie e FRILEE oX] 1
e i | v | RS i qati) v L
ETRET AT ol 1 L Fil# i 1 1T I i

eet 1ron beeoma (] readnl VIE a0t | e ol L

y ol ' .
| T | 11} } T
N nule R (i | A (b il CRIOTE s s
LEE PEEAEE 1T | | 1 || ]
i RETRLEEA A FIL LS PXT Ml T sl
v fll A | i | 1
YWOLLIEE T Gl ke Lot | K[ AL D] Al
i e o .y - CLE IS ]
g FL st LR A TR i ! er N Sl
Fa O | ! =
1 BT O IR I wrevent aecidents
- FLIR ELERY SERCQN = | WO 2T C A
1 Ay i Aet-Thd LALE ) [ 1
o i i85l 1] { el []
1 1 oo i YLk st el
- - i i | !
=1 11 Wil AT ng | ] g
4 1 ' wliist ] i
: 1 I
i) I il Lo T 0 | 9
Fpoao e
111 . nlans 0 prevent oiseas T ] ] T 1
5 1] ¥ r |
| & | | kb 1 | 11 ¥ [ i |
S ERNI T T 1l i1 B orilide rather nan b el 1 1] i
e 4 ALl 1 IATL ATLELE 3 b ETed | |
1IN el b | |
—- - i 3 —
g | ks |
1 || i " 3 7
[ { [
| |
I I
M pesmminn |
Wl 1 1 i
laraaigel 151
kel
[ 1 1
ordopnval
ol 1 b r I
v
i T
Hakbinad 1
Tnim | '
= 1
| L Tahi L i
















TABLE LXX—confinned,
12. CursvRe MEma PrEFARED—coniinged.

. Approval has been given for alterations to the
-'ji: fLi OlOEY OO0, and it is hﬂp&d that this
: will be completed shortly. The alterations
rovide & i le incerease in available
h space and storage room, and will make it
possible to carry out a greater variety of pro-
‘eedures with greater convenience and efficiency.
new refrigerator has been acquired for this

for the preservation of sera, reagents
: blood specimens,

During the year a new microseope has been
and this has made it possible to
permanently one microscope for dark
examinations. A diffraction grating
spectrophotometer was also bought and
{has proved to be highly satisfactory ghr the
type of work required of it. An automatie
| pipetting machine 15 on order and is expected to
larrive within a few weeks. This will assist
{greatly in the performance of complement fixa-
| tion tests, dispensing of eulture media and
-solntions, filling of vaceine vials, &e,

_ 4. Ciry Moroue.
During the year the City Morgue was trans.
lsrr:i% the contral the Department of

| Justice to that of the Department of Health and
Home Affairs, and i= now under the direet

| supervision of the Director of the Laboratory of
Micro-Biology and Pathology.

5. AcoLuTiNaTION TEsSTS FOR FEVERS.

There has been a significant inerease in the
-number of specimens submitted for these tests
| {441 for the current year as against 315 for the
| previous r), and in 77 cases (89 sera) it
| was possible to make or confirm a diagnosis by
| means of these tests. These diagnoses were as
| follows, the numbers representing new cases:—

Typhoid .. 2

| Paratyphoid A .. o Er o i 1

Murine e = Sk 2 = i
Leptospirosia—

i

M "4

- Australiz H]

fmﬁ-nmhrm ;

Conioola =

Q. fewer . 4

Brucelioais 8

diferentiation between Murine amd
Typhus on the basis of lutination tests
straing of Proteus is t, and the

elassification has been made on clinieal proba-
hilities. Further cases of Leptospirosis have
ocenrred in the Kyogle distriet, and it is not
unlikely that ecases oecenr further south and
would be discovered if sera were examined.
Bera have been received from Adelnide, Mel-
bourne, Lanneeston, and Auckland and Waipn-
kuroa, New Zealand, for leptospiral agglutina-
tion tests but all have been negative. A eulture
of Leptospiro canicola was received from the
Institute of Medical and Veterinary Seience,
Adelaide, and has been maintained. So far no
human sera have agelutinated this organism nor
could antibodies be demonstrated in the sera of
a fow dogs forwarded by the Animal Health
Station, Yeerongpilly.

It 15 perhaps significant that during the last
twelve months the sera of eight different
patients  were found to contain  antibodies
against Bruocella abortus. This represents a
eonsiderable increase over previous vears sinee
during the previous 14 years only 23 cases were
diagnosed.

6. Mare Toap TesT ForR PREGNANCY.

A preat demand for this test has been made
during the year and a total of 424 tests has been
performed. The supply of sufficient male toads
was a major problem during the latter half of
1949, but sinee the warmer weather little
difficulty has been experienced. Our thanks are
due chiefly to Inspector Kennedy of Tomisfail,
who has colleeted and forwarded several
hundred good male toads, and also to Miss M.
Whitla, of the Bundaberg Hospital, whe has
also assisted. A ““toadery’’ has been  estab-
lished adjacent to the present animal house, and
this provides snitable living conditions for the
toads, thongh the coldest months of winter have

roved too severe and have caused many deaths.

or this period therefore it has been necessary
to transfer the toads to the more tropical
atmosphere of the antoelave room.

Experimental work has been undertaken to
determine the sensitivity of the toad used here
{ Bufo marinus) to pregnaney hormone. [Using
purified commereial chorionic gonadotropin, it
was found that these animals give a positive
result (spermatoroa in the urine) with a dose
of 1.5 units of hormone per gram of body
weight. Thus it appears that this species is less
gensitive than other species deseribed in other
eountries.

An attempt has been made to assess the
accuracy of the test in actual clinieal praetiec
by following up the subsequent course of
patients tested. After an interval of three to
four months a cirenlar letter asking for appro-
priate information has been sent to the doctor
who referred a patient. The results of this
investigation are given in the following table:—

Wumber of Lattors Sent .. = 150
Number of Replics Received .. 1‘1}:
Patients Pregnant = i 50 =5
i Test Correet e s o R -]
False Negative o L it Gad 1B
Patients Not Pregnant .. e FE .. A48
Test Correct B -7 - e AR
False Positive ia o s e —
Information Indefinite .. : o T

It will be seen that mo false positive results
have oceurred, but that the number of false
negative results in pregnancy is unduly high.
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SecTiox 1.

Foops axp Druas

Staff—A. B. Hurwood, B.Se, ARIC,
ARACL, Deputy Government Analyst,
Officer in Charge; R. 5. Potter, ARA.CL,
Analyst; . G. Dunstan, BSe, ARACI,
Analyst ; G, Lahey, 3M.5e., AR ACL, Analyst;
R. €. Lukey, B.5c., Analyst; K. A. Glover,
Assistant to Analyst,

The samples examined by the section showed
a decrease of 452 on last vears figures, doe to
the smaller number of milk samples submitied,
Table LXXI. gives the number and souree of
the samples examingd ;—

TABLE LXXI.
Showing the number and souree of the Sumples examined”
par=s =0
Health and Home Affairs 3030

Cther State Departments ., L 2 205
Commerce and Agriculture [Commonwenlth) 1204
Other Commeonwealth Departments e i
Publia .. e = S 4 53

Total 5,499

TABLE LXXIIL

BUMMAnY 0F SAMPLES EXAMINED FOR THE DEFARTMESNT
or Hearru axp Home Avvams,

Numker
Nature of Sampde ' Tamsed I Falled
fasapden

Bevorage or cordinl. . 230 1% 1240
Broad 3 i A 18 a1 17
LCereal ta .= e 1] 46 10
Condimont . i 5 23 15 S
Iisinfectant = Je 43 a5 H
Dz or medicine .. e i3 al 17
- Ensancn i GiE = 1% i bl
Fruit or frait juics .. o 34 4 20
Jam or jolly S o = 1% 1
Meat .. . wa Wy id ] 4l 23
‘b'nﬁ:lhle i i i a8 &1 T
Milk: .. S - o 2,305 2,021 T4
Milk produoct i oy 40 14
Faint i =i = L1 Bk 11
frituous liguor | o L) 42 5
‘ohaeen 1 i 200 126 B3
Tay .. R e e a7 A0 T
Minoo! lnnsous T 240 150
3,030 2,048 o0l

Those samples elassed as  failed  include

samples not conforming  with — preseribed

standards and samples faleely deseribed and
incorrectly labelled.

The miscellaneous samples include walnuts,
soap, refrigerator parts, tooth paste, hydro-
meter, foed eolour, popeorn, fish, confectionery,
flock, fibre, cake powdey and eosmetie.

_ The comparatively high proportion of failures
in the case of most of the foods, other than milk,
18 dne to the fact that many of the samples
bave been taken by the Imspectors as being of
doubtful quality, The high proportion of

failures recorded is therefore no indieation of
the true position.

It is otherwise with milk, where the smp.'li:g
is more general, taken as widely as possib
must be a fair indication of the state of the
milk sapply.

-
¢

TABLE LXXIIIL.
DETans or Lical. SaMPLES TAKEN BY [NSPRECTORS IX
ACCORDARCE wrtn THE Provisioxs oF THE “ HeavTH
Acts, 1937-1949."

Hature of Sampln Pyl Passed | Falled
Milk .. .. .. ..| zam]| neew 852
Paint o o i T4 45 23
Hroad gl ol i 13 9 |
irituous liquor .. i L] H 7
m =5 oe i LN i s
Miseollansous o5 os 12 2 10
2,338 1,904 425

The miscellaneons samples include iee cream,
honey, wine, herbs, Iysol, and chlorodyne.

Milk,

pst  years, the several brands of
milk were regularly examined and
were  invariably  correctly  pastenrised and
conformed  with  the standard o milk
econstituentz,  There were fower eomplaint
samples  from the public than last year,
eoncerning dirty milk bottles, foreign ohjects
in milk, and milk quality in general.

The following observations ave made from
a survey of Tables LXXIV. to LXXVIIT:—

Two thouzand one hundred and seventy-ning
(2,179 legal samples of milk were submitted for
examination compared with 2476 samples last
Yiar.

As in
pastenrise

The position as regards adulteration of milk
either by added water or extraction of fat is
stationary.

Of the milks sobmitted, 53 cont. wWers
obtained from the Greater Bri aren and
47 per cent. from the rest of land. The

proportion of milks adulterated with water
was 1.7 per cent. in the Greater Brishane area,
and 4.6 per cent. outside this area. As in the
last 3 years no watered milks were obtained
from the Cairns distriet. The proportion of
watersd milks (1.7 per cent.) in the Greater
Brisbane area was exactly the same as last vear.

Due to good seasons, the proportion of
naturally poor milks (3.5 per cent.) was about
the lowest on record, The overall proportion
(31 per cent.) of watercd milks was an
improvement on last year (4.3 per eent.). The
fprnpnrtmn of milks (9.6 per cent.) deficient in
at was higher than last vear’s record
of 1.4 per cent., suggesting that there is still a
eonsiderable  amount ::;% skimming  being
practised among milk suppliers.

The average fat content (3.96 per cent.) was
practically the same as last year (395 per
:.-an} and the year before (398 per cent.).
There was no significant difference between the
average fat content of town and eountry milk.
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A nomber of lines, including bydrogen
peroxide and calomine lotion, was examined in
relation to BEritish Pharmacopoeia Standards,

A capsule shown to be Dilantin 13 Gr. was
anid to have been dispensed in error for a half-
grain capsule of that drog.

Four new proprietary lines of medicine were

examined and a check made of their claims and
O paE tion.

Tobacco and Cigaveties,

Mould was the chief spoilage agent in 53
samples of cigarettes, tobacco, and ecigars eon-
demned a5 unfit for smoking. In all 204
samples, chiefly from the King's Warehouse,
were examined.

Canned Beans.

Seven different brands were examined with
the majority below average quality.

The drained weights varied from 64 to 75 per
gent., and the beans were either of the small
wavy bean variety or the larger Great Northern
type.

Twao brands elaimed to have been oven baked,
but there was little, if any, difference in
palatability or nutritive valoe between these
brands and the steam baked produocts,

Canned Tomato Soup.

Eight brands of canned tomato soup wers
examined with results a5 shown in Table LEXX.
Al were good quality products, free of preserva-
tive and artificial colouring and fairly uniform
in tomate content and in food valoe

TAHBLE LXXX.
CoMposiTioN oF Caxsen Tosaro Sovp.

= | | e | Man %
a
Taotal solids . s Ha 203 128 164
Comimon sali o e 1-8 1:2 1-5
of  eomcentrotion
(relative to Tomatoe Joice) 2.8 1-5 2.3

Dangerous Drinking (flass,

An expensive glass tumbler of 10 fluid ounce
capaeily was submitted for examination with
the complaint that = similar fumbler had
exploded into fragments with a loud report
when slightly chipped. The trouble was shown
to be assoeinted with internal strain in the glass
due to ineficient annealing in manufacture.

A photograph taken of the tumbler in
polarised light with colour film showed the
typieal multi-colour effect of glass under stram
—surh glass will stand up to hard knocks but
will fly to pieces with explosive violence when
simply chipped or serateched on the surface, the
broken picees being conchoidal in fracture with
no sharp edges. A definite element of danger
exists in the handling of & tumbler of the type
submitted and although of some curiosity value,
sueh a tumbler is unsafe for use in the home as
a drinking glass.

Danger of Spoiled Foodstuff in Tins.

A number of “blown'’ tins and rusted ting of
figh and other foodstuff was examined. Al
were eondemned as unfit for human consump-
tion. Any unopened tins of foodstuff not flat
on the ends and showing a bulge, however small,

or giving a movement when pressed, should be
disearded, as these are outward signs of decom-
pasition of the feodstuff. The produet eould be
wholesome and the distortion of the tin dos to
faulty canning practice, o to a h
hydrogen swell, The consumer has no means of
determining the eanse of distortion in the tin
and shonld assume it due to decomposition of
the foodstuff and discard the pack, Also, when
an unopened tin of foodstuff shows any marked
external rusting with actual pitting of the metal,
the tin should be disecarded. In this state, the
danger of pinholing is great and onee a tin ia
holed, however minntely. decomposition of the
content iz rapid.

Matallic contamination of Wine from an i
Allar Cruel.

Following a number of vases of sickness after
drinking wine from an Altar Cruet, a small
metal goblet was snbmitted for examination. It
was composed of silver coated brass, the brass
containing 61 per cent. copper and 81 per cent.
A,

One fuid ounee of wine stored in the vessel
for 16 hours became heavily contaminated with
both copper and zine to the extent of abont
300 parts per million of each metal. The wine
was discoloured, objectionable in flavour, and
unfit for haman consumption. Suoeh contansi-
nated wine if consumed conld canse navsea and
vomiting.

The goblet was eondemmed as unfit for use in
an altar cruet.

Food Contamination from Plustic Garden Hoze.

A specimen of green plastic garden hose was
siilbmitted by an aerated drink manufacturer at
Cairns with a complaint that summer drink
pumped through the hose aequired an objection-
alile Ilim-oul_nr. becoming spoiled as a eommereial
article. The hose was of aldehyde-phenol origin
and contained considerable free phenol (earbolie
acid). One inch of the specimen immersed in
two ounees of cold tap water for half an hour
¥ielded phenol to the water at the rate of 12
parts per million, The resultant water had a
mild odour of phenol, and a marked objection-
able taste of this substance. Plastic hose of the
type submitted, although suitable for use in the
garden, is unsuitable for use for the eonveyanee
of drinking water or other liquid foodstuff,

Metallic Colowrs in Foodstufs.

Two samples were submitted for an opinion
as to whether they were suitable for eolouring
cake icing. One was a fine sil powder, con-
sisting wholly of alumininm metal, and the other
a golden powder eomposed wholly of brass, the
brass containing 80 per cent. copper and 20 i
eent. zine. Both were condemned as unfit for
use in cake icing, or in any other foodstoff
intended for human consumption. 3

A sample of cachons examined consisted of

small spheres of confecti i
bt ey confeetionery coated with pure

Silver is usually regarded a8 a non-toxie
metal, and silver-comted cachons  have been on
the market for many Nevertheless, the
use of metallic coatings of any kind on confec-
tionery is a contravention of the Hegulations,
and should not be permitted.
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H Ammaninm Ton'® Tooth Pastes.

Ho-called “‘ammoninm ion’? or “ammonisted '
tooth pastes and powders have appeared on the
market during the year, and many claims have
been advaneed of their value in preventing
dental caries. A number of these pastes and
powders was examined. They all had precipi-
tated chalk as t ingredient, and alzo had
in common approximately 2 per cent. Urea and
0 per cent. diammonium phosphate. One paste

in addition & large proportion of glycerine,

Although considerable research work has
been earried out overseas in this field, it has not
been definitely established that the continued
use of these preparations has any significant
value in preventing dental earies,

There would appear to be little doubt that
the intelligent use of a properly designed tooth
brush is still the best weapon for the combat
of tooth decay.

“MixeralL SPriNGT SaLTs,

Four popular brands of *‘Mineral Spring’’
salts were examined with results as outlined
in Table LXXXI.

They were essentially admixtures of Epsom
Salts and Glanber’s Salt with much the same
therapentic value as these salts.

TABLE LXXXI.

COMPOSITION OF S0ME 0F THE CoMMox "' MiNEraL Srrive ™
Barta o e Mamger.

— Moo 1 Mo, 2 No. 3 o 4
-y
SBodium Sulphate (anhy- % % %
drotis Glanher'a
i = T4 a7z 85-1 (1%
um Bl -
[T peom
ta) L i 15-3 248 562
 Potossiom Gllarider.
Ty orido, | 2:1 +8 w7 o5
Bodium Bicarbonate |, . h e 134 B
Bodinm P Ay, o i i [T e
Tartaric or Citrie Acid i i) e 14
Magnduinm i a1 o S0
Potassiom Lodide e ] e o
Water . Bed Ll LR 25-4
1060-0 | 1000 | Dl | DOD-0

Ant-Aeid Stomach Powders.

A mumber of common brands of ant-acid
stomach powder was examined with results as
given in Table LXXXII. These preparations
were alkaline powders of definite value in
neutralising acidity but as to whether they eould
do all they elaimed in the relief of stomach ills
was another gquestion,

TABLE LXXXIIL

ComposiTion oF soME Cosmsows BrRAXDS or AxT-Acin
Sromace Fowpens rmom THE Locir MargeT.

— Ko 1 No. 2 No 3 Nao. 4 Ko, &
- ]
Bodium  Bicar- Ty b %
hanate i L A5-0 a0-7 1d-58 i
Caleium ~ Car. L8
Tt 24-9 20k 210 A5-5 -8
Magnesium Car
bonnte 2500 LT 24.2 51 204h
jeate | 50 10
Bismuth  Oxy
Uﬂlrbnmla 10-00 12.4
tinoluding
maoisture ancd
favouring) s -0 30 | 42
100-0 | 100-0 | 100-0 | 1000 | 100.0

Organie Fungicides in Case Timbor,
Queensland Forestry Researeh Officers have
shown that unseasoned timber immersed for 5
geconds in o one-half (1) per eent. solution of
pentachlor  phenol  sodinm  salievlanilide or
ehloro hydroxy phenol methane (DALY i
effectively protected against monld.

Experiments in this laboratory demonstreated
the absence of taint in foodstuffs stored in
boxes made from timber which had been treated
in this way.

Paint and Paint Scrapiigs.

Under the Queensland Health Aets, 3t s
enacted that there shall be supplied on, or
attached to, every package of paint packed or
enclosed for sale, a label containing, inter alia,
a statement of the ingredients and the per
centage proportions of the same in such paint.

The present position in this regard s not
satisfactory. Of 258 samples of paint examined,
representing 24 different  manufaeturers, =
from (ueensland and 16 from other States,
only 8 samples conformed with these labelling
requirements. . With & of the brands, the com-
position was not declared on the label, and with
each of the other 15 brands, the declared com-
pogition was not correct.  Considering  that
Hine Oxide (zine white) and titaninom dioxide
(titaninm white) are first cliss paint pigments
and barinm sulphate and lithopone compara-
tively poor quality ones, inproper deseriptions
used in some of the labels did not improve the
position.

The term, “*zine white,”" was commonly used
for admixtures of zine oxide amd bariom sual-
phate and **titaninm white"" for admixtures of
titanimm  dioxide and barium salphate.  Also
lithopone appearsd at times as ““Orr's Zine
White'” and Bariom Sulphate as *blane fixe. "’

Further, one paint vehicle was  deseribed
as ** fortified linseed oil,”" another as **linsced
otl medinm,'’” and a third as *flinsecd oil
varnigh.”'  All these terms or expressions are
commenly and loosely used in the trade bt
are misleading or meaningless to the general
public, in whose interest largely the labelling
reculations for paint, have been framed.

Of 132 samples of paint and paint scrapings
examined for soluble lead, 60 samples contained
more than the preseribed maximom of 5 per
cent.

Pepper Substitufes,

Pepper has been in short supply sinees World
War 11., when the Japanese sceupied the chief

sppev-producing  eonniries  of  the  world,
*rices have spared and pepper substitutes have
made their appearance. Of two such samples
examined, one was the ground berry of Piper
longum, and except for a famt objectionable
oddonr of the oil, was a fair substitute for
ordinary pepper (Piper nigrum). A second
sample, which consisted largely of starch, con-
taining  less than 5 per ecemt, pepper-like
material, was a poor substitute for the gennine
arficle.

Bubble Gum as the eause of sore lips.
Following complaints that bubble gum was
eansing sore lips with children, a well Enown
unnejio%ullﬂ.r brand was examined. It con-
tail 2 per cent. sucrose and glucose, 25
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A deposit =aid to have heen taken from the
generator of an absorption type of refrigerator
(20 ¥ears old) consisted of magnetic iron oxide
octahedra,

Supplementary fo the physical tests carried
out hy the Works Department on concrefe
ronfing tiles, tests on the pigments nsed thereon
Iave bheen undertakem by this  department
through the year. Of 538 tiles and 8 pigments
cxamined, four (4) were condemned on aceount
of the presence of red lead, and three (3) did
noi conform with the standard, being eoloured
with & green organie dyve.

Of interest was ihe discovery of a growth of
Crenothrix polyspora which seriously celogged
the cooling vanes to a Freon condensing nnit
with slime. The addition of Chloride of Lime
to eorrespond with 10 parts per million Chlprine
in the cireulating water effectively removed the
infestation.

A loenl clay showed the presence of a small
proportion of copper mineral which was just
sufficicnt to diseolour the white glaze applied
1o the biscuit.

A eorrosion product oltained from a copper
calorifier proved to be derived from soft solder
which had been nsed instead of a snitable
brazing alloy to joint the seams.

There was a falling off in the number of
tankers amd econtainers examined for the
presence of dangerous proportions of inflamma-
hle mas.

An inspection of an extensive range of X-ray
films (negatives) was made during the year.
Bafety film had beon usged sines 1939 Lut older
films froan 12 to 27 vears old were of nitro
cellulose base. Generally, the films were in
good condition and of those examined, only a
small proportion showed any defeets such as
darkening, discolonration of silver image,
stickiness or films stuck together.

This deterioration was only apparent in a
few of the 1923-8 films, and as this ocenrs well
in advance of any changes leading to spontancous
eombination of mitro eellulose base film, the
neeessity for replacement or destruetion of wse-
lesz film is indicated in ample time. Heat tests
were also made on the film,

Erplosives,

wits no conference of State Chief
Inspectors of Explosives doring the year. How-
ever, allention was directed to reviewing certain
regulations issued under the Explosives Aet
(1906, more especially in relations to decisions
agreed to at the last conference held in

elbonrne, during April and Moy, 1949, The
Authorised List of explosives was amended to
provide for three in place of two divisions of
the Wireworks Clags (Class VIL)., The third
division coversd manufactured fireworks of the
“shopgoods’ type which are sold in quantity
for Guy Fawkes and Christmas celebrations.
These goods do not requirs the supervision which
i5 essential in the case of thestorase and trans-
port of other explosives. Initially they are
subjected to close examination by Tnspectors of
Explosives, hefore they are cleared through the

There

Customs to ensure that no dangerous compo-
sitions have been used in their manufacture.
The recently gazetted Fireworks Regulations of
1950 impose prohibitions on the importation of
eertain types of fireworks which are considered
too dangerous for storage, tramsport, sale and
nge.  Minor amendments to the pncl-'l:ing reg-
lations were effected to cover the introduction of
the third division of the Fireworks Class,

A new explogive under the name of “AMono-
grain"' was added to the Authorised List of
Explosives. This is a *‘free ronning explogive '
and it might be of interest to give some details
of trials in which it was employed. The first
was carried onit at Heid Bros. AFTY near
Melbowrne, Vietorin, where basalt is hein
worked. Estimates were to the effect that b,
tons of rock were shattered for consumption of
alT pounds of free runming explosives and
24 ounees of gelignite. Fragmentation was
better than with previous shots using inrﬁ
Monobel. The operation was eompleted in
minntes where normally it takes a ; one hole
was charged in six minutes, The twelve holes
each 2} inches in diameter were previously
bulled at a depth of 21 feet. They were
G to 8 feet apart and individvally char
from 40 to 50 pounds of explosive. Prior to
charging each hole with free running explosives,
a lengtlh of Cordiex carrying at its lower end
2 x § inch plogs of AN, “50" Gelignite was
lowered to the bottom. The explosive was
directed into the separate holes by means of
a short stemmed copper funmel through which
passed to the bottom of the hole, a slender
wooden rod built up in 6 feet detachable seetions,
As the explosive was run in, the rod was moved
lightly np and down to provent clogging and
cach seetion removed as it protro i the
hole with progressive charging. The holes were
stemmed with sand, and each free end of cordtex
wag taped to a main cordtex line nsing insulation
tape For the purpose. The main line was
initiated with a No. 6 detonator to which was
fitted a length of safety fuse which was ignited
in dne eourse,

A complete aceount of a similar trial at the
Mt. Morgan Mines was published in January,
1949 issue of the Queensland Mining Journal.

with

SAMPLES EXAMINED—IT716.

The following table details the type, source
and gunantity of explesives imported into
Queensiand for the year ended 30th June, 1950,

TABLE LXXXIV.
Bauries ExaMINED.

TEpe. Ausiralisn | Overseas

e C 112
Blnsting gelat - - ;
L] cent. geligniie 5.8, .. BH
AN, gelignite ** 80 B 16,048
AN, gelignite *° 50 " 12,250

Ajox .. i3 4 13,186 e
monobal !.‘Iﬁ:

Dynobel No. 2 e .

Goobel Ko, 2 i ¥

Monograin .. 4+ 200
mﬁm Ligdyn 8.N 1,603
AN, ligdyn 40 ™ ., 100
Blasting powder .. s

51,282 Xil
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end of sehool days to marriage, make it necessary
for some organised instruction to be given to
girls and young wWomen,

Exeellent results have been observed from
the syvatem of lectires to school girls previously
referred to which have been carried out by this
Serviee in the metropoltan area, Wynnum and
Ipswich for the last eight years,

The training of girls sixteen years and over
at the Clayfield and Toowoomba Homes plays
a small, though decisive part, in edueating girls
for motherhood, as well as providing them with
a career.  Unfortynately, every girl in Queens.
Innd does not coms within the scope of this
instruetion.

It is hoped that as the number of sisters
employed in country centres is incréased, thus
reducing the large areas which have to be
eovered by one sister, or ears provided =so that
a great deal of time is no longer wasted in
travelling, it may be practicable to extend the
teaching of mothercraft to country schools.
The zeheme is not withont its diffienlties, in that
the mothereraft lectures have to be inserted
into an already crowded school ecurriculum and
the nnrzes undertakinge such lestures must be
not only experienced in Child Welfare worl,
but, at the same time, capable of teaching it
to the young in such a way, that it appears
attractive and interesting to them.

The opening of Maternal and Child Welfare
Homes in Ipswich, Rockhampton and Towns-

ville will also serve to inerease the scope of the
training of Queensland girls in subjects which
should form part of the hasic education of all
girls—we might say, of all young people, poten-
tinl fathers as well as potential mothers.

The improvement in the thorongh nnderstand-

ing of the principles and practiee of breast
feeding by medical men and nurses is strongly

urged, but must be dealt with by the appro-
priate authorities.

PREMATURITY.

The following statisties on prematurity are
based on the definition of prematurity reeom-
mended by the Committee of Inguiry into the
Decling of the Birth Rate, namely that a prema-
ture infant is one whose birth weight is between
21b. 12 oz and 5 1b. B oz

In previons years at the Brisbane Women's
Hospital o premature infant was one whose
birth weight was 5 1b. 4 oz or under, with no
lower limit. Consequently a number of non-
viable infants either born in the hospital or
admitted to hospital, were included in the
Statisties, thus raising the percentage mortality
of premature infants.

For the year 1949, 235 premature infants
died, representing 34-2 per eent. of the deaths
occurring under 1 vear. In 1945 the
mortality was 37-8. OF deaths under one
gsrfmnullllgtg accounted Tf4|11r 225 out of a total of

s Or 46-5 per cent. e i
for 18 was 515 per mwm fiwre

TABLE LXXXVI

Suanany.
= Prematurs | Per Cent. of of
e i ot | Bt iy e
Queensland Publie itals .. T 20,648 853 401 153 17-0
Extra-Metropolitan Publio Horpitals 12,820 451 8 101 224
Brisbans Women's Hospital . . S 7.040 A0 fei 52 12
fa) Publia .. i 2,230 127 ° &7 18 14-1
() Intormedinte 5,710 275 48 b | 124

N.B.—These statistica are not comparable with those in Table LXXXVIL ns promaturity in the above is based

only on & weight standerd.

CATBATION OF PREMATURITY,

Gruestionnaires coneerning prematurity weres
forwarded by the Government Statistician to
Public Hospitals in Queensland. Replies from
90 hospitals show the following data as regards
the causation of prematurity.

OF 451 premature births, the prematority has
been attributed to the following eanses :—

Number. Por Cent.

Cause Unknown o F .. 9oy i
Multiple Pre oF e i el | | 6.9
Toxaomias of Pregnaney .. S ] [
Ante Partum Haemorrhage .. S Ly 38
Niness of Mother o i A% P
Malpresentation o o i E 1.5
Albumingrin ~ and  Nephritis  of
Preguaney : o s k- 1.8

Hypartension 5 1.8

acerated Foetigs i L5
Placenta Praevia P [ 13
Congenital Malformations .. 4 0.9
Early rupture of membranss 4 0.5
Cnesarinn  Seotion .. ot 4 [[X:]
Kh. Fnetor : i 4 0.9
Dther Canses ., 14 B2 g

" ProprLEMS OF PREMATURITY.”"

Under this title a booklet has heen published
by the Maternal and Child Welfare Service,
dealing with the statistical, obstetrieal, medieal
and nursing problems of prematurity, The
authors of the booklet are:—The Director of
Maternal and Child Welfare: Dr. 3. Shedden
Adam, Professor of Obstetries at Queensland
University; Dr. Felix Arden, Paediatric Con.
sultant to the Brisbane Women's Hospital, and
Miss E. MeCorkindale, A.TNA., Relieving
Acting Matron, Brisbane Women’s Hospital,

This booklet will be distributed to Medical
students, hospitals, Maternal and Child Welfare
trainees and all medical practitioners practising
midwifery throughout Queensland.

_ The purpose of the booklet is the reduction of
infant mortality due to prematurity by the
applieation of knowledge necessary for the care
and nutrition of premature infants.










Approval has been given for the establish-
ment of Sub-centres at Clonenrry, pa’len, North
Rockhampton, Cooktown, and Marian.

The Cairng Toddlers’ Centre will commence
on 14th July, 1950,

The value of Motherevaft Homes is well
recognised by the Department of Health and
Home Affairs and provision is being made to
extend this serviee into country areas by the
agquisition of properties at Ipswich, Rockhamp-
ton, and Townsville. The alterations and
uﬂliitiom necessary for the eonversion of these
properties  into  Mothercraft Tomes will be
undertaken in the immediate fature.

Ram Cag.

The I'E%;ﬂﬂl‘ itinerary of the Rail Car now
ineludes Winton, Cloneurry, Dajarra, Hughen-
den, Julia Creek, Kajabbi, and Richmond.

Mothers and children were attended at the
following stations and sidings not ineluded in
the regular itinerary :(—Stamford, Whitewood,
Corfield, Nonda, Nelia, Olio, Quamby, Dobbyn,
Gilliatt, Oorindi, Maxwelton, Alba, Watten,
Malbon, Duchess, Marathon, [ndina.

The installation of a battery.operated electric
light system has added greatly to the comfort
of the staff,

8r. PavL’s Terrace Home, BRISDANE.

There was again an inerease in the number
of mothers and babies admitted into residenec
08 against the previons vear, despite the faet
that the Home was closed for a short time from
Degegmber to mid-Janoary owing to  staff
shortage. More than the unsual number of
abnormalities and feeding  diffienlties were
enconntered, Clefi palate and hare lip babies
have provided experience in the feoding of these
cases for trainecs. In addition there have been
infants  with congenital heart  conditions,
mongols, and some infants with panereatic
deficiene

Premature babies of varying ages and weights
have been cared for in the premature mursery,
Two small premature infaniz bronght by air
from Mackay are now making good progress.

All babies in residence still have Salmonella
tests earried out, and recently arrangements
were made with the Deputy Director of the
Departmnent of Micro-biology and Pathology for
] blood examinations to be done for each
infant. Mothers in residence have had Schick
tests performed to determine the presence or
absencs of immunity to diphtheria. The number
of these mothers is too small for any comment
to be made at this stage,

The external portion of the Home and the
roof were painted carly in the year. Some
necessary repairs to the roofing were also
effected. The painting of the interior of the
milk room is a great improvement, A trainecs’
change room situated in the basement has

ome a change room for the domestie staff.
This was an urgent need and the room is ideal
for the purpose. The trainees now ehange in
the dermitory at the end of the verandah in the
wing, and find the larger room more spacions
and congenial.

In December, Miss Butterworth retived after
five and a-half years in charge of the Home,
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during which time she contributed much to its
organisation. Iler efforts had Leen untiving in
an attempt to make the training better and give
some nmenities to the girls in training.

The staff’ position has been diffienlt and with-
out the temporary staff difficulty would have
heen experienced in continuing the serviee given.

gr. PavL's TEReacE TRAINING SCHOOL,

The year 194950 marked the inauguration of
the longer peried of training for nurses. This
training, six months instead of four, was com-
meneed in Febroary, 1950, It is of undonbted
value, allowing extra time for lectures and
practical procedures and a better understanding
of the work, In November, thirty-two candidates
were presented for examination and four failed
to satisfy the examiners. In June, 1950, thirty
traines nurses were candidates for examination
and all were sneeessful.

In MNovember, certificates were presented to
suecessful candidates by Hon, A, Jones, M.ILA,,
Minister for Health and Home Affairs

Crayeienn HoMme, Brispaxe.

A pnumber of infants  with congenital
abnormalities have been admitted during the
vear, among these have been cleft palate and
hare lip eases. congenital heart eonditions, eon-
genital defects of various kinds, and panereatie
deficiencies.  One is struek by the present
attitude of s0 many people towards breast feed-
ing, even those whose work is among mothers
and voung bahies, It is regrettable that so many
early weanings are advised for reasons which
are apparently trifling and which wonld suggest
lack of knowledge of the value of breast feeding.

Towards the end of the vear it was decided to
provide a mid-day meal for girls in training.
To do this a room, used for a mother n
residence, had to be converted into the diet
kitchen. This reduced our resident mothers
from six to five and consecquently the number
of mothers admitted during the year was
redneed.

The admission of diffienlt toddlers continunes,
the diffieulty wsoally being the resalt of mis-
management, often bronght abeut by poor
housing facilities. Not the least of the diffienlty
is the over anxicly of the parents, and mueh
patienee 15 necessary in renssuring them,

The present milk room in which the sterilising
is alzgo earried on, iz far from an ideal arrange-
ment, and when the necessary additions are
made, this position will be rectified.

At the end of May last year, Miss Nixon left
for New Zealand and returned early in Augusi.
One month was spent doing post-graduate work
in Dunedin and the month of July was spent
mostly in visiting Mothereraft Homes through-
put the Dominion, In December, Miss Nixon
was transferred to the 5t Paul’s Terrace Home,
She was Matron of the Clayfield Home from itz
ineeption in 1943, and suecess of the Home is
due in no small measure to her untiring ¢fforis.

Routing Blood Counts of infants and Schick
tests on others have recently been inaugnrated
at the Home.

CravrELd TrRAINING ScHool, Brispaxe,

The rirls in training have on the whole
shown keen interest in their work fully realis-
ing their responsibilities. Most of them zo on






(2) They prefer the continuity of super-
vision amd treatment throughout
pregnancy, the eonfinement and ihe
puerperium thus provided and, indeed,
this is the ideal to be aimed at.

(8) This continuity of supervision is alse
; available to those attending the Ante-
s natal Clinies at the Brisbane Women's
| Hospital.

Mothers still do not seem to realise the impor
Eﬁnm of a post-natal examination and a very
‘small peMntag-:: attend for this purpose, How-
fever, by the courtesy of the Superintendent of
ithe Brishane Women's Hospital, all Clinie
{mothers are visited in hospital after the birth
‘of their babies and this provides a useful follow-
up. During this visit each mother is advised to
‘attend her Clinie for post-natal examinaiion.

The lack of an adequate and well balanced
‘dietary intake is probably the main problem
met with at Ante-Natal Clinies. There are
'gtill far too many expectant mothers who
ecompromise their own and their hahy’s health
thro gubsisting on a sub-standard diet. A=
would be expected, the incidence of maternal
morbidity, especially ansemia and toxacmin is
very markedly greater in those mothers taking
an inadequate diet compared 1o those on an
adequate one.

The ill-effeets of a poor maternal diet on the
fortns and newborn baby are well known and
further defects due to inadequate nutrition are
being inereasingly recogni In the present
series of eases the diets of twenty-seven mothers
were assessed as satisfaetory and lu;nl54|ghl
umnsﬁmm' There were no infaut deaths in
first group but three stillbirths ecenrred
in the second group. Infant deaths (one in
group) due to the presence of Rh anti.
bodies in the maternal blood are not imeluded.
(It would of course be uwnwise to deaw any
definite conclusions from such a small serics of
cages but these figures do fend 1o confirm
already well established facts.

Further, British authorities believe that the
chief factor influencing spontaneosns premature
hirth is the level of nutrition in the mother.
There is other evidence in support of this and
thus yet another reason emerges for appreciat-
ing the importance of recent work on the
nutritional requirements of pregnaney.  And
again A good maternal diet has an all fmportant
influence on the suecess of breast feeding.

As much personal eduneation as possible is
undertaken at the Ante-Natal Clinies and this

EE

is supplemented by various publieations and
pam but it is felt that in too many cases

our efforts are too late te have the desived
;-uﬂ'aut. To be fully effective education for
| parenthood and, particularly for motherhood,
[ should begin in the home and be comtinued
| through home, school, and adult life.

Exzpectant mothers whoe are taking unsatis-

factory diets or who suffer from anaemia anid

| other deficieney states receive free mineral and
vitamin supplements from the Clinics.

Emphasiz is alzo placed on the sdueation and
preparation of expectant mothers for breast

E feeding their babies.
|
i
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Attendanees for the year ending 30th June,
1950, were as follows:—

Fortitude Valley 480
Woolloongahha &30
Cabooltare .. 147
Hersehell Elrﬁet ag
Nundah - 12
West End . = o i A |
Talks to Mothers .. o o e g |

Total attendaness .. 1,813

Ante-natal Clinies and individual Talks to
Mothers continue at the Metropolitan Centres
and Caboolture with inereased attendances.

CorpEspoNDENCE SERVICE FoR EXrscrast
MoTHER=.

There has been a marked inerease in
Circulars and Serial Letters sent through the
Correspondence Section to country expectant
mothers, This Serviee is very much appreciated
by the letters received asking for further adviee
or a letter of thanks {(often written while in
hospital) telling of baby's birth.

The revised Antenatal and Post-natal
Exercise Books have been received during the
lnst half-vear and a copy is sent to each
Correspondence  Expeetant Mother, At the
Metropolitan Centres an Expectant Mother's
Book and an Ante-natal and Post-natal Exercise
Book are given on the first visit.

Cireular lotters forwarded to up-mt.mu

mothors 5,174
Reaponss to cireular letters o 1425
Cireular letters forwarded to 4.~:|:|1-rcl.|'|.m

mothers (other than above) re ¢ Elp".'f-

tant Mother'* ook - x 1,682
Serial letters to expectant mothers .. .8 Fl)
Bpecial letters of mdvies sent on ll?!!“ﬂft- 137
C{Ipms of *The Expectant Mothor'" sont
l.".'-upi“ wﬁt gty

nby ]mttem sent an 'mqur_-st 114
Coples of other pattorns sent om re-quul &G
Copies of apeeial exercises sent on request 263

DmecTor's CoMsvLraxt CENTRE.

Bisters in Metropolitan and Country Centres,
algo Private Medical Practitioners referred to
the Director a number of infants and toddlers
whose feeding or management proved diffieult.

Children for admission to Maternal and Child
Welfare Home and Red Cross Home, Margate,
were examined and throat swabs taken.

Throat swabs taken from children were—
1048 negative, 23 positive, 1 virnlence test
positive,

Attendances for the vear ending 30th June,
18950, were as follows:—

"sumluur af ehildren examined for admis

sion to SBandgate Home Lt
Number of ehildren examined fn-r g..]mu

sion to Margate Hed Cross Home a1
Attendanicss it Dircctor®s Conseléant

Contre for advics : . 1,601
Total number. of ehildren enmm.:d or

ndvised sk Contres .. . 2068

Pre-scnoon. Hearrn CexTiEs,

At the fifteen centres and seven kindergar-
tens, children from the age of 1 to 5 years were
examined by the Direetor, Deputy Director and
Dr, Mathewson.

The total number of examinations made
during the year numbered 3967 of whu:ll 1,786
were first  examinations and 2,181 were
subsegquent examinations,
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HEALTH

SERVICES,.

P. R. Patrick, M.B., B.S. (Qld.), Chief Medical Officer.
E. W. Hagngg, L.D.GQ., Chief Inspector, School Dental Serviees,
E. O. Marks, M.B.,, Ch.B.,, B.A.O. (Dubl.), Part-time Ophthalinic Officer.

The most notable event in Scliool IHealth
work during the vear 194950 was the com-
missioning of Rail Dental Clinie No, 4,

This new Clinie, which contains the good
points of its predecessors and also many
mmprovements, was placed into eommission dur-
ing March, 1950, and takes to the children
attending  schools  along  the North-Western
Ling, the latest in dental serviee. Already the
Cliniz has servieed schools at Camooweal and
Mount Isa.

In other zections of School Health Services,
shortage of medical and nursing stafl prevented
any expansion, but the existing staff maintained
a regular service to schools in both eity and
remote country areas.

STAFF.

Medical Seefion.—There were no appli-
eations for the pesition of Medical Officer at
Brisbane and Townsville,

While the School Nurse plays an important
role in sereening the school population, mo
School Health Serviee can be considered com-
plete without adeguate medical stafl,

The number of School Sisters at the end of
the year on the staff was sixteen, This was
a deerease of four compared with the number
at the end of 194349 Three centres, lnnis-
fail, Mackay and Maryvborough, were without
the serviees of a School Sister for several
months, but two new appoinfments have been
made, and these ap tees will procesd o
Innisfail and Mackay respectively in July,
1950, and 1t is hoped that Maryvborough will be
staffed in the near future as well.

Denfal Section—The dental staff remained
the same in number, officers who resigned being
replaced.  The replacements  included  the
0 appointed to the new Hail Dental Clinie.
As the number of dentists graduating inereases,
it i3 expeeted that further appointments to this
seetion will he possible,

At the end of the year 1948.50, the staff con-
sisted of—Field Staff: Chief Medical Officer,
1 part-time Medieal Officer, 1 part-time
Ophthalmie Officer, 1 senior sister and 15

I sisters, Chief Dental Inspector of Schools,
20 dental inspectors.

Rovrive Memcan Ixsrections,

During the wear, 62,649 children were
| examined by the nursing staff.

Chver 43,000 of these examinations were per-
formed outside the metropolitan area. In all,
parents were notified of 4,460 defectz, In the
metropolitan area, where childven found defee-
tive were examined by a School Medical Officer

| before notification, parents were notified in

663 eases, and subsequent medical attention was
gl_ﬂamu:i in 632 eases, a pleasing percentage of
B

In the country areas, some 3700 children
were found defeetive, of which 2,100 were taken
for medical attention. The smaller proportion
of children receiving treatment in the country
15 due, probably, to the distance from medical
attention and unfamiliarity of some countey
parents with School Health work. '

CoMMUNICABLE [NSEASES 1IN THE ScHOLS,

An  epidemic of morkilli (measles) which
commenced in the latter months of 1949 bt
did not reach its peak till April and May, 1950,
has caused the greatest absentecism from com-
municable diseases during the past twelve
months. The previous epidemie of 1947 was of
such magnitude that during 1949, there were
not a great many ehildren at schools who were
not immune, The epidemic was, therefore, of
a simmering nature in 1949, but with the admis-
sion of new children at the beginning of 1950,
the number of school children suffering from
the disease greatly inereased, TIn the early
stages, many eages of rubella  {German
measles) oceurred as well, and this fact some-
what eomplicated the matter of exelusion from
school.  Very few cases of rubella have ocenrred
during 1950. Apart from a mild epidemic of
mumps, and a slight inerease in the number of
{llphllmr!a cases In school ehildren, communi-
cable diseases have not otherwise caused anv
concern during the vear. ’

In the Diphtheria Immunisation Campaign
of the Brisbane City Couneil, school sisters
assisted in the immunisation of 902 children
vomprising 542 pre-school and 360  school
children. In addition, 1,346 children were
given booster injections during this part of the
CAmpaizn.

From the reports of school sisters, pereentage
of children immunised against diplitherin was
found to be as follows:—

Metropolifan—
Number of children on roll, 19,548,

Numig_et immunised against diphtheria,
17,556, equivalent to 90 per cent.

Country—
Number of children on roll, 36,907,

Number immunised against diphtheria,
31,366, equivalent to 85 per cent.

A dissection of the notifiable discases oeonr.
ring during the year shows that amongst
children of schieol age, there was no serions out-
break of notifiable diseases. There wers 11 more
cases of diphtheria in school children than in
194849, but the eases of scarlet fever and
poliomyelitis were actually fewer than in the
preceding vear,
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Sehool sisters examined the class contacts of
pupils snffering from notifiable discases on 47

oecasiols, and examined 2,599 contacts.  The
lligeases necessitnting these visits were—
Zenrlet Fever i e R -
Tiphtwrin a4 i o 2 PR b |
'l"n]l:ium.:ml'ttin B - e Pt i
Cercbro Spinal Meningitis .. i P |

Scpool. BuinpixNGs,

Any eritieism of sehoo!l buoildings has sorely
been answered by ihe new Kelvin Grove School
opensd for instroction at the beginning of 184510,
The excellent lighting and ventilation illustrates
how well versed in school architecture ape the
present officers of the Public Works Depart-
ment.  While it is diffieult sometimes to alter
existing strociurss, it is hoped that present
labour and materials position will permit many
of the older sehools being bronght into line in
this regard. When the results of research work
into sehool furniture mentioned clsewhere in this
report are completed and put inte effect, new
sehools  in Queensland  will  be  execllently
equipped a5 regards buildings and appoint-
ments,

HEALTH EDUCcATION IN SCIT0OLS,

Reports from school inspectors and teachers
revenl that health edusation in schools is pro-
eeeiding smoothly sinee the introduction of the
handbook, **Snbject: Health.”” The Quesns-
land Health Edueation Council has decided to
supplement the handhook with teaching charts,
and the supervisory committee responsible for
ithe publication, of which the Chief XMedical
Officer is a member, has been ealled together to
consider this new teaching aid. Together, with
the book, these charts should help the teacher to
place health edueation in Queensland schools on
the highest possible plane

ANTHROFOMETRICAL SURVEY,

. The survey being conducted this Service
inan endeavonr to estimate the effeet of climate
on the growth of children is now almost com-
plete.  Pigures from the North-Western Faone,
including the heights and weights of ehildren
attending sehools at Cloneurry, Mount Isa, and
Hughenden, are the only ones now required
before a report can be given.  Although the final
assessinent conniot yet be made, s check of
measurements to hand indicate that Queensland
children are well up to standard with regard to
stature amd may even be taller and heavier than
E..Inlﬂreu of the same age living in Southern
Siates, .

Puysican Epvcarios.

The work done by Physical Educationists
plays an important rele in a sound school health
programme. Despite the fact that the Physical
Education Branch and School Health Services
come under separate departments, there has been
very elose linison between them during the past
year, to muiual benefit of both serviees, and the
health of the school child, Several school eans
were held during the year, and this Branch pro-
vided a School Sister at each. At a camp for
student teachers, the Chief Medical Officer was
invited to lecture on Sehool Health and Health
Edueation,

As a result of the combined efforts of both
branches, great interest has been aroused in

school seating.  This interest was manifest when
the Director-Ueneral of Eduoeation, and some
of his senjor officers, together with an architect
from the Public Works Department visited one
of the newer Drishane Schools, and disenssed
the problems at great length.  Already, improve-
ments have been made in seats and  desks
installed in the latest schools. Tt is intended to
carry out some research work in school seating
during the coming year, using a special measur-
ing clhair which the Physical Edueation Branch
s having eonstrieted. .
Dnping the vear, physiotherapy students from
the (Queensland University have visited sehools
in the metropolitan area one half-day per week,
and have studied the posture of sehool children
under the guidance of the Ohief Medieal Officer,
and demonstrators from the University. ‘This
has given these students the of
studying the normal child in con etion to
their work at the hospitals which iz concsrned
mainly with abnormal children, In addition, it
has stimulated an interest in posture in the
schools, and a8 a result of these examinations,
many children have received attention from
orthopacdic surgeons and  the rsintherapy
departments at the pablie hospitals,

Hooxwors Campaigs,

Owing to the vacancy at Innisfail, the Hook-
wormn Campaeign was assisted by Bchool Murses
at Cairns only, owever, reports from the
Microseopist in Charge show that the incidenes
of hookworm amongst white school children is
almost negligible. ] |

BPECIAL SCHO0LE,

The School for Blind and Deaf —The number
of blind children enrolled for tuition at the
School for Blind and Deaf iz still very low,
being under 20, The canses of blindness in
these children  are i econgenital  and
traumatic. It is several years sinee any ehild |
has been enrolled as a resnlt of trachoma.

There has been no great inerease in the
number of deaf children enrolled—the number |
at 30th June, 1950, being 216. The greatest
single eause of deafness in these children is still |
““maternal rubella,”” ocenrring during the 1938
and 1941 epidemics, ] Sidd

Children suspected of deafness during routine
medical examinations are referred to  the
Commonwealth  Acoustie Laboratory  where
audivmetric testing is performed. In addition,
hearing aids and maintenance of these aids have
been supplied by this Laboratory in certain
CAS0S, ¥ i

The Opportunity School and Grades—It is
noted with interest that an Officer of the
Researeh and Guidanee Branch of the Depart
ment of Publie Instruetion has been allotted the
task of systematieally studying the children
enrolled at the various O Classes, Tt
is hoped that, as a resnlt, there will be some
deflinite grading of these children. The teachers
of these classes have, at present under their
care, ehildren who are unedueable. This pre-
vents their spending their full time with !Roua
children who are able to benefit by th:‘.sglnl-

e o

Eduu:ﬁnn. Enquiries are received from
me coneerning & residential portunity
Sehool where children in the !D‘El?lph'j" might




receive this type of instruetion. It is hoped that
such a boarding establishment will be considered
in the near future.

Tie DENTAL SERVICES.

~ The year 1949-50 has shown a slight increase
in the number of children treated by school
dentists, the actual fipure being 21,294, The
uiost im nt event in the Dental Section was
the placing into service of Rail Dental Clinie
No. 4. Despite these improvements, there is
still need for more school dentists and more
elinies. The ideal distriet to be worked by a
school dentist is one in which he can inspeet all
children at least once a year. At present in the
best servieed distriet, the schools are visited
onee every iwo years. In some areas, schools
have to wait up to four years for a serviee. In
every distriet the schools are visited in regular
sequence and the reazon for such’ long periods
between visits is due entirely to lack of staf,
It is hoped that with the increase in demtists
duating, the staflf position will improve,
xperience has shown that the best school dental
serviee is that done in the modern surgeries of
Rail Clinies. While the dentists using portable
equipment do exeellent work with the Tacilities
available, they often are handicapped by having
to work with limited equipment, and in limited
space in the small eonntry schools, The solution
liez in increasing the number of rail dental
elinies,

Vigrre 10 Scuoons 18 REMOTE AREAS,

At the beginming of 1949, official approval
was given for the use of hired private transport
by Sehool Health Officers to visit schools away
from public transport and where accommaodation
is unsnitable, Previously, the supply of trans.
]:-:trt to such sehools had beenm a matter for the
oral sehool committees, and as a result, children
at these schools were often unfortunately hy-

assed. Under the new scheme, it is now possible

r every school child to be examined by the
school dentist and the school nurse. The new
gystem has naturally added more schools in each
area serviced by the various officers and has
ineregsed the time between visits, This applies
particularly to the dentists, and when more stafl
in appointed, areas will be lessened and the visits
wil more frequent. Records show that during
the year 19449-50, school nurses nsed hired trans.
port to visit 218 schools and examined 5,652
children—an average of 25 pupils per school,
many of them being one teacher schools,

In addition, Sisters at Toowoosmba and South-
port visited small out of the way schools using
ial cars.

Hehool dentists hived private transport to visit
M gehools and treat 2467 children at an average
of 27 per seliool. Further children in remote
areas meluding eorrespondence children have
been treated dentally with the aid of seven
official cars, four of which arve attached to Rail
Dental Clinies. During the year, 60 corre-
spondence school ehildren were attended to by
sohool dentists, entailing 370 treatments. In this
small but important section of the Dental
Branch, helpful co-operation has been received
from the Supervisor of the Primary Corre-
spondence Se in advising parents of the

03

whereabouis of dentisis and passing on requesis
for treatment.

GarToN AGRIOULTURAL COLLEGE,

The annual medical and dental visits were paid
o the Gatton College. All sindents at the
eollege were dentally inspected, and those need-
ing treatment notified. All new students were
immunised against typhoid (using aleoholised
vactine), and tetanus. The new students
receiving these protective injections numbered
150, while 90 students were given booster doses.

SrupEnT TEACHERS,

In the annual medical examination for
admission to the Teachers’ Traiming College, 157
students were examined. For the first time, this
examination included Mantoux testing  for
tuberculosis, with radiological examination of
positive reactors. 'This work was kindly done
by the Director of Tuberculosis, While it has
been found mnecessary to recommend further
X-ray examination in 3 cases, no definite case
of active tubereulosis was found amongst the
students examimed. Two students were rejected
on other medical grounds.

Tue Wisox Orprianmic ScHoon Hoster.

The daily avernge at Wilsom Ophthalmie
Scehool Hostel for the year 1949-50 was 26. Mot
of the children treated were admitted as a result
of Dir. Marks® tour at the end of 1948, There
were no serions cases of frachoma, and as a
resnlf, the stay at the Hostel was shorter than in
former years, and the discharge of eured children
has redueed the present bed state to 10,

The mildness of disease and the shorter stay
in the Hostel has resolted from the efforts of
the Department to fight this disease.

TABLE XCIII.

TasrLes oF Fixvmnes—5Scnool. HEauTH
Services—1949.1950,

Number of visits paid to Schools on Medical
Inspection by School Bisters—

Metropnlitan
Country

il
6335

Number of echildren examived by School
Histers—

Metropolitan . 18812
Country .o A8,737
Mumber of children whose parents wers
notified of ehilds defect—
Metrapolitan i . e Li (i3
Coantey . S 3,797

Nymber of children _k!:u'l.\.'u to have been
treated by Medical Practitioners—

Maetropolitan
Cauntry

83z
2,142

Number of homes visited by Sehool Sisters—
Maetropolian ‘e - . 47
Country . . 400
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SECTION
B. F. K. Starronp, AM.B., B.&. (Melbh.),
Superintendent, Brishane

The eentral administration of the Mental
Hygiene Serviee has been transferred to offices
provided in Brisbane for the Director of
Mental Hygiene and his stalf. This is an imple-
mentation of what was envisaged in planning
the modern re-organisation and development of
the Mental Hygiene Service.

It is felt that the establishment of this central
office, as well as having been necessitated by the
growth of the Mental Hygicne Service, will tend
for a closer liaison than is already existing with
the public generally az well as with other
Governmental and social services.,

The establishment of the central office has also
entailed the Director of Mental Hygiene being
relieved of his duties as Medical Superintendent
of the Brishane Mental Hospital. It is felt the
State will benefit thereby as a result of this
officer being able to devote his administrative
and professional eapacity to a State wide survey
of psvehiatrie medicine in the metropolitan and
the several rogional areas; and of uniform
application throughout the State Psychiatrie
Clinies and E‘-[r:ntaF Hospitals of modern preven.
tive and remedial treatments following  the
Iatest available research into the predisposing
and exciting eauses of mental sickness and the
interaction of mind and body in association
therewith.

The fullest advantage is taken along these
lines, and the serviees of the medical officers
and nursing staffs in the Mental Hygiene Ser-
viee in association with the visiting consultant
specinlists during the past vear resulted in an
overall recovery rate of 53 per cent. of the
number of patients admitted. This recovery
rate is based on the total number of admissions,
and the rate would be conziderably inereased
if the mentally deficient and senile cases, whigh
might be looked upon as irrecoverable, were
excluded therefrom.

Owing to the somewhat abstraet mature of
mental sickness as opposed to the conerete
symptoms of phvsical illness, it is Dot always
readily apparent to the general public that
the rehabilitation of emotional stresses are per-
haps more heneficial than the recovery from
physical illnesses, zinee the humanizing elfect
of the nervous stahility is at least equally as
comforting to the patient as recovery from
physical illness and probably more comforting
to the patient’s friends and relatives,

Modern treatments have been continued, and
in order to ensure the greatest lasting benefit
the oceupational and recreational therapies are
arranged to progressively approach ordinary
vivilian stundards as individual cases approach
discharge.

The Psychiatrie Clinies continue to funstion
satisfactorily and publie awareness of the bene-
fits to be derived from these Clinics is evidenced
by the fact that the demands upon their services
are more than can be adeguately met; and the
staffs and appointments to the Clinics, are, of
necesmity, being increased.

The economic benefits to the State resulting
from these treatments must be considerable in

OF .MENTAL HYGIENE.

Director of Mental Hygiene, and Medieal
Mental Hospital, Goodon.

that a great majority of patients seeki
guidance and treatment there are main
as efficient socianl units, whereas without such
guidanee and early treatment their illnesses may
develop to such an extent as to necessitate
hospitalization for a period. A further henefit
in this direction should result to the State from
the establishment of the Intermediate Fospital
already planned for suburban BGrisbane and the
treatment therein of early and ineipient cases,
The vegional Mental Hospitals wounld then
undertake the treatment of the more acute cases
of mental illness and those of longer duration.
The extra-mural activities eomprise lecture-
ships under the avspices of the University of

usensland for the Diploma of Paychological
A ei.g]ininn ;ftl;e tutihtiuul;;f_ medical aIud payubﬁf
students m the University o Quaﬂmlm 3
meetings of the Nurses® Registration Board;
pssistamee at the Courts; the psyvehiatric and
payveholorical examinations at the Prisons and
medieal referces for the Commoenwealth Depart-
ment of Health,

The shortage of female nursing staff has been
somewhat relieved by the intake of a large
number of migrants, bot the shortage of trained
female nursing staff still endures. A number
of male nursing assistants are employed on the
female sections of the hospitals, and they
appear to  have established themselves as
essential in the performance of the less intimate
and domestic ward duties, thus relieving the
trained female staff for aective psychiatric
nursing.

The general health of the patients during the
past year has been quite good, and no serious
epidemie illnesses oecurred.

In the cages of any sudden or untoward
deaths which oceur in the hospitals the Coroner
is always ndvised. A nmmber of eoronial

enguiries were held during the past wear, but
il no CAse Was any ;ﬁi'gent or suspicious

cirenmstaness found,

The standard of patients’ food and elothing
continues to be improved by close supervision,
and kept at a reasonably high level.

Divine services are held at each of the hos-
pitals for the variens denominations, while in
some cases patients are also con by ‘bus
to services in the respective churches.

Mumbers of visitors are weleomed io the
hospitals, and at two larger liospitals canteens
provide a very satisfactory serviee for the
soeial comforts, The canteens are freely availed
of by Both patients, visitors and staff,

Various public-minded bodies also visit the
hospitals for the entertainment of patients
therein and the fullest appreciation is expressed
of their kindness,

Recreations for patients have heen provided
by picture shows, concerts, dances, band enter-
tainments and various forms of ing matter,
Outdoor entertainment is provided "bus
trips, field games and country walks. These
appear to be equally enjovable, with the older
forms of entertainment, dances and picture
shows, vieing for mulnl:il}' with the more
recently instituted trips, Cricket, tennis
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DETAILE oF EXresmTuRe o8 Masor WoRks,

Dininils. Expenditure.
184 0=50.

£ & d
Cionddna Memtal Hospital Supply and ercction of rectifier  ancd

supply of power e L

. - ' (ﬁmwmmliopﬂfundalm gl i 1626 12 11
Ipswic nial Hospita roction o ngs for it onn

e Therapy for malkea and femalea e ERC LU L]
Provision of laandryettes, foul linen

rooms, &e. Female wards 1, 2 and 3 1272 T 4

Charters Towers Mental Hospital .. Construction of intermasl readway system 6,104 0 11

Ercction of Farm Builiff's residence e a5 10 6
Ercetion of male amd female admission

warifs % T s .. 052516 O

Fencing witi A A 1270 17 8

Toowesmba Epileptio Hormn Enclosing verandahs, &e, 34578 2 4

BRISBANE PSYCI

J. ¢ Winsme, M.

Major ehanges within the Clinie this year
Iave concerned staff appointments. Miss C.
Amiles, Welfare Officer, who left to be married,
wag a Tonndation member of the Clinie and
1}&1]]&[ to see it through its early, more diffienlt,
days.

The appointment in Angust of a clerk-typist
mnﬁi.:h*raﬁl:r lightened the lead on the psycho-
logist who, up to that time, had borne the brunt
of the clerical work, Further relief was afforded
in December by the attachment to the seetion of
an assistant psyehologist from within the serviee,
and again in March by the appointment of
another assistant,

Though the emphosis in the beginning has
been, and must eontinue to be for some time yat,
on training and gaining of experience, their help
has already emabled some expansion of the
peychology section’s activities, For example, a
first visit that may be a forerunner to regular
vigits to various hospitals was made in June to
Payehiatrie Wards, Townsville and Cairns
Huospitals, by the psvehologist ; weekly visits are
made to Brisbane Mental Hospital; arrange-
menis are in hand for the psyehologieal exami-
nation of all children in the Ipswich Mental
Haospital.

For the time being this seems a  more
eeonomical use of the psychologists—it is
uertfqiui_v sounder practice than the appointing
of inexperienced personnel to full-time jobs,
where they are virtually without help or guid-
ance.  Sooner or later full-time appointments
lo the larger hospitals—Brisbane, Townsville,
Toowoomba, &e.—will need to be considered,

. Up to the present moment the position of
junior speech therapist has not been  filled
though the need is as pressing as ever, The
position is 1o be advertised in the near future.
he wisdom of appointing a qualified person
will be fully appreciated if one notes the types
of cases that the speech therapist has been ahle
to handle with marked suceess—eases such as
aphasics or those who have had laryngectomy
operations, Though the numbers of these
patients are relatively small, it is work that has
not heen attempted previously in Queensland,

The appointment of a trained social worker

completes what is recognised clsewhere as the

TTATRIC CLINIC.

A., Pavehologist,

peychiatrie team—psvehiatrist, elinical ﬁtihn*
logist, and social worker, This is to the of
knowledme, the first time in Brishane that sueh
a team has been formed. It puts 'I'_'|1|B ﬂh'nit_i.ﬁ
the forefront of accepted psyehiatrie practics
and proeedure,

The growth of the Clinic is not with_mt its
disadvantages. At one time it eould be said that
every patient was known to each of the staff.
Of necessity ohe ean know now only those
patienis with whom one is directly concerned.
This suggests that the careful co-ordination of
one section’s work with that of the others is
now a necessity,

One further appointment should be mentioned
—that of consultant physician who, in the main,
has examined those children for whom it was
considered a payechiatric consnltation was not
necessary.  This has not only relieved the
psychiatric staff of doing what were virtually
physical examinations only—it has helped to
foeus physical dizabilities, which in children ean
be a definite contributing factor to apparent

wehological diffienlties in the form mis-

shaviour, &,

The serviees of the E.N.T. specialist have, as
in previous vears, beem frecly availed of on his
monthly visits, more particularly with respect
to those patients under speech therapy treat-
ment.

Though the ranks of the medical officers doing
psyehiatric work have been sadly depleted at
times, the position for some mopths now has been
most satisfactory, with the dar attendance
part-time of four doctors from Brishane Mental
Hospital and one doector who iz in Erivnh
practice, in addition to the Direetor of Mental
Hygiene,

The growth of the Clinic is again reflected in
the increased number of wnew patients, bein
462 as against 571 in the year 194549, It mi
be pointed ont, as in previous reports. that
althongh the figures as shown in the tables are

mutually exelugive, any one patient b sean
by p.agr;.'hiatl‘iﬂt. p?rehu]ugist{ speech Apist,
or, perhaps, consultant sician, psyehologi

and speech therapist, anﬁc, : i
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BRISBANE MENTAL HOSPITAL.

1. K. G. Barrerr, M.B., M.S. {Melb.),Deputy Medieal Superintendent.

J. A. Hepe, M.B., M8, (Melb.)
K. J. Meacuer, M.B., BS. (Melb.)

P. J. Zeck, M.B., B.S. (8

:)
J. A, AjExaxoer, M.B., %?1.3{. (Byd.)

Medieal Offiecrs,

L. L. GrimmerT, M.B.,, B.S, (Qld.)

The patients admitted during the past twelve
months—namely, 339 males, 847 females, total
Gff—included a fairly wide eross section of the
eommunity, with a wide representation of
dilferent nationalities.

Modern comcepts of psyechiatrie and general
therapies and nursing were followed, resultimg
in a total of 180 male, 206 female, total 386
patients, being discharged recovered, or a total
of §6.-2 per eent. of the total admissions. Sinee
these fignres are based on the total admissions,
ineluding the non-recoverable mentally defieient
and senile eases, they do not reflect the true
n-:wﬂ-ﬁ[ii of the work of the medical and nursing
slafls.

There was a total of 2916 patients under
treatment during the past yvear, the numbers
Leing fairly evenly distributed in the male and
fomale sections of the hospital, being 1,468 and
1,453 respectively. The average numbers daily
resident in the hospital were 1,073 males, 1,053
fomales, total 2,125 patients.

The panel of eonsnltant specialists has been
widened by the appeintment of Dr. John Booth,
Consultant Physician, who commenced duty on
the 1st Mareh, 1950. The serviees of these con-
sultants are Treely availed of by the reference
to them of cases met with, thus ensuring
spocialised serviees of a high standard to the
patients in this hospital.

Doctors R. Evans, B. £, Orde, and V. L.
Matehett resigned from the service during the
year and Doctors K. J. Meagher, P. J. Zeck,
L. L. Grimmett, and J. A Alexander were
appointed to the staff,

Mr. J. I. Wearne was appointed to take charge
of the Pathological Laboratory during the past

year and this unit is again  fonetioning
efliciently.
Mr. P. K. Hefferan eommenced duty as

|]:":I'|L_i!t[ oit the 3rd October, 1949, following the
previous resignation of Mr. W. MeKenna.

Survevs of various patient groups were made
during the past year under the direction of the
Department of Health and Home Affairs, while
a survey of the staff was made and Alantonx
tests taken in the majority of cases.

The official visitors, Dr. F. . Turnbull with
Mr. (i, A. Cameron in the early part of the year
and Mr, T, R. Kennedy in the latter part follow-
ing the retivement of AMr. Cameron, visited the
hospital regularly. Their inspections eovered
the whole of the hospital and they expressed
their satisfaction that the general welfare of
paticnts is being  safeguarded, that modern
treatments of mental illness were being pursned,
and that the Regulations generally were being
ohaeryved,

There were 97 male, 78 female, making a
lotal of 175, deaths during the past twelve
months, giving a percentage of 9.02 males, 7-41
females, total 813, on the average number daily
resident in the hospital.

The largest groups of patients in the hospital
eomprise those in the ol and langmmﬁlm
groups, and it might, therefore, be expected that
eardiae degeneration and mniliﬂl{ were, by far,
the most common canses of death,

The death of one male patient was suicidal
by hanging, and in this, as well as in several
other cases of sudden deaths, eoronial inguiries
were held.

There were two births, one male and one
female, during the year from pregnaneies comn-
eeived prior to admission.

The general welfare of the patients is being
maintained and standards of food and clothing
progressively raised.

There s an abundanee of fresh vag'ehh:[eﬁ.
from the market gardens and fresh milk is pro-
vided from the dairy. The herd has been tested
again recently and found to be still free from
any tuberenlar infection,

Entertainments were held regularly in
recreation hall, comprising picture shows
coneerts weekly throughout the year, with dances
in addition during the cooler months. Thers
were also occasional afternoon band concerts.
Regular "bus trips to the scaside were provided
for patients, and parties of patients were also
taken by 'bus to eccasional sporting fixtures,

The religious interests of all patients were
safeguarded and services of the varions denom-
inations held at the hospital regularly. Groups
of patients are conveyed by "hus to divine
gervices in the nearby churches, while visits to
individnal patients were nnde
sentatives of the varions religions denominations.

The maintenanée of the buildings and plant
and minor repair works is undertaken by our
own artisan stafls, and the grounds and gardens
are continually being improved in eollaboration
with the Soperintendent of Institutional
Gardens.

In keeping with modern concepts of mental
hospitals, a number of worn fences have been
removed allowing  for greater freedom of
movement.

The Red Cross Society makes regnlar visits
to the hospital and supplies comforts to soldier
patients of both wars. The loeal sub-branch of
the BS.S. and ALLA. also provides for the
eomfort and entertaimment of these patients by
outdoor trips, eoncerts, and dinners,

The Repatrviation Commizsion endows the
entertainments in respect of the patients who
are their responsgibility, while arrangements for
the ‘bus trips to the seaside referred to above
were eonsiderably easzed by the co-operation of
the Manager, ** Eventide,'" SBandgate.

The eanteen continues to provide a very satis-
factory and essentinl serviee.

The local branch of the Country Women's
Association visits the ital regularly and pro-
vides entertainment for female patients, and

the
and -
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REPATRIATION PAVILION, WACOL.
Medical Officer—J. E. Avexawper, M.B., ChM. (Sydney).

The Commonwealth authorities continue to
exercise a benevolent interest in the welfare of
patients in this section for the segregate accom-
modation of ex-servicemen patients. Medical
and administrative officers of the Repatriation
Commission maintain frequent visits to Wacol,
and overseas visitors appear to have been very
favourably impressed with the appointments and
general setup of this modern block.

The Hed Cross Society continues to pay
regular visits and distributes comforts to the
patients and during the yvear installed a library
of 200 volumes,

The oecupationul und reereational therapies
are being further developed in collaboration with
that‘-lEuixta in these sestions from the Repatria-
tion Commission. Various handierafts are fol-
lowed under the instruction of the therapists
and many usefuol and ornamental articles are
produced. Indoor games of snooker, billiards,
and table tennis are enjoyed and outdoor field
gpames of ericket and tenmiz. A new cricket
wicket is under construction and preliminary
steps have beem taken for the provision of a
new tennis eourt.  Inter-hospital games of
ericket, tennis, table tennis, and snooker have
been played between the patients in this seetion
anid patients in the other Commeonwealth hos-
pitals in Brishane.

One of the billiard tables and also one of the
pianos in this section were provided from a trost
fund organised by the late Mrs, Edgar Robinson,
who was an untiring worker in the interests of
BX-REFVICETIEN,

A new stage has been eonstructed in the
theatrette where regular pieture shows are pro-
vided by the Repatviation Amenities and ocen-
sional concerts conducted. Groups of patients
from Wacol were guests at celebrity perform-

anees at Greenslopes Military Hospital, follow-
ing arrangements which it is understood were
made by the Red Cross Society.

Regular 'bus trips to the various north and
south const beaches have been enjoved under the
auspices of the local branch of the B33, and
ALLA, with funds endowed from the Welfare
Section of the Repatriation Commission.

The high standards of food and clothing are
being maintained, and the general well-being
of the patients leaves little to be desired.

The grounds of this area are being steadily
dm‘ulnpod,_ are well tended, and already present
an attrachive scene.

A table showing the movement of patients
at Wacol during the past twelve months is
attached hereto. A number of those shown as
havine been transferred to and from the Bris-
bane Mental Hospital is for specialised treat-
ments as the oecasions arise.

TABLE CXI.
WACOL BREPATRIATION PAVILION.

MovEMENT oF PATIENT: DURING THE TwrLvE MoNTHg
ENDING 30TH JUNE, D50,

On tho books of the chiﬁml. on dbth June, 1949 B
Transferred from Brishane Mental Hospital s A7
143

Dischargsd, recoversd as

Dhscharged, under Section 40

Drncharged, rolioved ain

Vohmtarily lefi

Tranaforred to Brishane Mental Hospiial. . 2

B G e L ]

————

Tatal dizscharged, &e., during the year .. .. | 41

['I.ﬂ'mrining an books l:lf|.mt"|1illll on F0th June, 1950{ 102
Averagn nrmnbser d.l.ily resident He A o Hi
Number on leave of absenes on 30th Jone, 1950 [

TOOWOOMBA MENTAL HOSPITAL,

. R. Bovee, M.B., (8yd.), Medical SBuperintendent.
J. H. B. Hexperson, M.B., B.B. (8yd.), Deputy Medical Superintendent.

The financial year 1949.50 comes to a close
with a spate of activities in progress or soon
about to be started, all centred upon better
living conditions for the patients and working
ecomditions for the staff.

1 Cantcen—8taff carpenters, painters, and
plumbers have transformed an annexe of the
recreation hall inte a very handsome canteen,
where patients and staff are offered a wide range
of small A number of the store staff
work from 12 noon to 2 pom. on week days
exeepting holidays and during this short selling
perigd progressive gross cash takings since the
opening of the canteen have been:—

2 nd

J‘pnur ]H o7
J 188 17 2
Murch My 1e 7
April 9 1 2
Hl;y 242 16 8
June 211 13 o0

It is hoped that in the near fature a full-time
canteen  attendant will be provided and the
ecanteen open at week-ends and on holidays.

2, Artisens’ Block,—The old pomp honse has
been earefully dismantled and valuable timber
and iron is now available for construction of an
artizans' bloek. It is hoped that the coming yvear
will see the carpenters, painters, and others
comfortably placed. At the present time only
the engineer, blacksmith, plumbers, and vegetable
pardeners are adequately housed for their work.

3. Ward Fences—Front and side fences of
male ward F' and a back fence of male ward D
have been removed and, despite some misgivings
at first, the change is now spoken of highly by
staff and patients. Not one of the latter has
wandered away despite the opportunity avail-
alile to do so. With the further application of
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real psyehology to mental nursing it can be
cxpected that many other restrietions will be
found both rritating and unnecessary.

4. Lanndry—Extremely valuable equipment
has been installed and greater efficiency of this
most  important  department iz confidently
expected. It would he appropriate at this june-
ture to mention gratefully that the Department
of Health and Home Affairs has refused nothing,
whatever itz cost, that has been asked for, when
it has been shown that the requests would be of
beniefit to patients and stafl.

3. Gardens and Grownds.—Valuable advice
and help has been freely given by Mr. Rose,
Acting Superintendent of Institutional Gardens,
and the embhaneed beanty of the patienis’
environment over the past few yvears has been
marked.

6. Ward Improvements, dio—

(o) Pambing—&taff painters have trans.
formed hospital and wards ' and C;
their dinginess and dripping walls in
wet weather are gone and they are now
bright, eheerful, and clean at all times.

(b)) Furnishing.—Wards 6 and F have all
single rooms  comfortably furnished
andd they are referred to by the stall as
Pink Room, Blue Koom, &c., and are
much sought after by patients.  Two
huondred and fifty comfortable theatre
chairs were a fortunate purchase and
these have been dome np and renewed
and distributed to a number of wards.
Clean washable table tops have been
provided in most wards and tables for
four persons with chairs have taken the
place of the very old large tables and
forms.

Clothing.—All patients ave adequataly
clad for the climate; female patients
are prond of their new woollen eardi-
gansg and rain coats and the men look
contented In their woollen sweaters,
jackets, and overcoats. Ewery patient
is provided with five good warm
blankets for the winter months,

e

(d) Dietary—Well-fod patients are con-
tented patients and the nursing staff
has frequently  commented on  the
improved eonduct of the patients con-
sequent npon the sustained high level
of well-cooked food that sues [rom
the very modernly ecquipped kitehen.

(e} Ward Laundryettes, —Laundryettes
are on their why for each ward;
ward senlleries are fo be enlarged

and modernised ; already hot  and
cold water mixers have been installed
in ward bathrooms; and adeguate
lighting has been provided for all
wards for patients who for any reason
(reading, cards, sewing, musie, &e.)
wish to sit up at night after their
ward’s usnal retiring hour. Now that
rationing of butter has been lifted, it
will be possible to provide patients who
sit up, with a light supper of tea, coffee,
or coroa and sandwiches,

7. Rowds.—A considerable sum of money has
been granted for bitumen-surfacing all internal
roads and as all surveys, &e., have been made
it is hoped that very soom the work will be
hegun.

8, Farm.—Plans have been drawn up for
the re-erection of dairy sheds, &e., burned in
the fire last year and more modern mashinery
will be installed, ‘Titles to the Police Paddock
have been transferred to this hospital and a
very valuable adjunct to dairying and general
farming obiained. An experimental area of
millst proved that a very fine type of straw
for hrooms, &c., can be grown here. An ample
supply of wvarious vegetables continues 1o
enrich the patients” diet,

. Weercations and Religion—Pictures, con-
verts, dances, garden parties, jumble sales, s
trips, visits to town, to relatives’ homes, to
Toowsomba Show, and to sporting fixtures, az
well as musie, reading, amd games in the wards
continue to provide distraction and amusement
for the patients, Thanks are extended to the
Department for provision of a new player piano
and 150 rolls of mnsic and to the Salvation
Army, Monty DBloom & Co, the Country
Women's Association, to Miss Bourne for
concert and ballets and to many others for their
very praiseworthy efforts of entertaining.

Clergymen  of  varions denominations  are
assiduons in their attendances and respond very

promptly to calls to the dangerously ill and
dying.

10. Staf Skertage and Treatment —A recent
addition to the nursing siaff of 20 New
Australians, bringing their total to nearly 40,
has greatly alleviated the shortage of female
siaff, Most of these New Australianz have
entercd enthusziastically into their new work and
their new surroundings and are doing a good
job.  Shortage of trained staff severely limits
the application of modern psyehiatrie therapy,
but the results oltained here compare favonr-
ably with other hospitals,
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CHARTERS TOWERS

The eonsiruetion of a mental hospital at
Charters Towers iz being undertaken to
provide a psvehiatric serviee to the northern
regional area of this State.

The detailed planning of this hespital has
beem very thorough, It exemplifies the most
moidern concepts, which plage remedial facilities
and amenities before enstody.

Heveral gites with the necessary essentials of
arca, aspeet, water, light, power, &e., were
inspected before that at Charters Towers was
desided upon as being the most suitable, and
rang for the complete layout were then
prepared by an architect from the Publie Worlks
Department.

Boadwavs were constructed by the Main
Roeads Commission prior to the building con-
siruction being undertaken, thus enabling all
buildings to have efficient serviee access and in
addition enabling the haulage of materials over
prepared sarface roads.

Landscape work has been proceeded with
unider the direetion of the Superintendent of
Institutional Gardens.  This comprises  the
necessary fencing and clearing, the preparation
of parklands with the planting of flowering
trees and shrubs,

MENTAL HOSPITAL.

The Irrigation and Water Supply Depart-
ment have made an investigation into the
gqualilty and guantity of water available and
submitted a full report thereon.

Eleetricity iz being supplied by the loeal
electrie light authority.

The Department of Agriculture and Stock
has bad its experts cover the area and advisory
reports submitted by the Direetor of Dairving,
the Adviser in Agricnltore, and the Senior Soil
Conservationist.  Areas have been set aside for
agriculture and dairving, and the work of
clearing these areas is under way,

Building eonstruction of the male and female
wards bas been commenced, and this work is
provecding  whilst the house for the Farm
Bailif, who is doing the landseape work, is
nearing  completion.

The ecompletion of the Charters Towers
Mental Hospital will pmvi:i& & complete
psychiatric service, augmenting the very excel-
lent work now achieved by the Psychiatrie
Clinie of the Townsville General Hospitals
Board.

EPILEPTIC HOME,

The visiting medical offizer attends bi-weekly
and in any emergency.

The general health of the patients has been
very good and there has been no serious illness
or epidemie. The comfort of the patients and
the general appearance of the Home has been
creatly improved by the enclosure of all the
verandas with glass louvres. This was a long-
felt want and is greatly appreciated by all
The work could be further improved by painting
the eriginal building.

The diet is of a high standard and the kitehen
& very well equipped with modern eonvenientes,
the latest addition being the potato peeler. The
cold room is now in use, operating as an adjunet
to the storeroamnm.

The appearance of the gronnds hos  heen
enbaneed by the nse of a motor lawnmower,
We have been able to prow most of the
vegetables required for the Home and at one
period we were in a position to be able to supply
another institution with one ton of vegetables
Unfortunately, the rain of the last few months
destroyed quite a number of young plants.

The eonversion of the Kettle residence into
i temporary sehool still leaves a great deal of
neressary work to he done,

A number of the paticmis are oeceupied in
some manner of work under the guidance of
the staff. It iz felt that the services of a
speinl welfare worker would be a econsiderable
benefit in guiding this oecupational therapy.
The atiendanee to the poultry keeps some of

WILLOWBURN.

the male patients oceapied,  The home is
fortunate in having plenty of eggs for the
greater part of the year and birds for the table
occasionally,

Aszizlanl Psychologis!.—For a portion of the
vear an  Assistant  Psyehologist has  been
employed, during which time she was engaged
in assessing the capabilities of the patients.

Enterfainment.—A first-clazs orchestra from
town supplies the music for a monthly dance to
which patients may invite their fri The
tadiogram is used for the weekly dance and it
i= a great suceess.  Films are shown every week
and the patients play cards gnd games, &ec., in
the evening. A small library s patronised by
a number of patients. Daily papers and
periodicals are distributed around the wards.
Unite a number of the patients attended the
Toowosomba Show, and oecasional outings and
pienies have heen arranged, especially for the
children. Mr. Mooty Bleom and his pariy and
the vwvarious ehurches gave comeerts and
entertained the patients.

Churel serviees are held regularly and the
Salvation Army Dand visits the Home every
other month,

Laundry.—The laundry is now equipped with
two household washing machines, but negotia-
tions are in progress re the mdmg out of the
heavier articles to be la

Staff—The positions of Snpﬁnnte:nﬂent am:'l
a Sigter are still vacant.




.
1 FORL ]
d
OiL ErLA |
{ [}
] 0]
] ] 1 (% |
1 ; i
AT | !
i (W]
| [ 1]k ] |
v :
"
1
1
| |
i [ |
| Vi |













