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Infections diseases remained at a low level
throughout the State during the past year; in
fact, none of the motifiable diseases showed any
significant inerease with the exception of baeil-
lary dysentery.

B:ueﬂinry dyseniery—Sixty-five cages of
bacillary dysentery were reported in 194549,
as compared with 17 the previous year. This
disease is transmitted by flies and by unhygienie
methods of food handling, either in public eat-
ing establishments or in the home. Fortunately,
the disease was mild—in fact, many cazes in
infants and young children would have been
missed had it mot been for bacteriological
examinations. There is no real evidence that

dysentery was more common last year
than in any other year—the inereased number
of reported cases is due almost entirely to better
methods and to the fact that
doctors and parents are inereasingly aware of
the significance of gastro-intestinal upsets in
children since the big outhreak of gastro-enteritis
in Brishane in 1947, A feature of many of these
mild cases was that the causal orginism (one of
the Flexner 2 P} was resistant to sulpha
drugs—perhaps it was an adapted strain.

Infandile diarrhpea—As a result of the gastro-
enteritis outhreak which oeeurred in Brisbane in
1947 econsiderable investigational work into the
epidemiology and control was carried out at the

I nstitnte of Medical Research, Some
of this work was of outstanding quality and will
have great permanent value. Howewer, it was
felt that if gastro-enteritis had been a notifiable
disease in 1947 control measures could have been
put into effect earlier. Consequently, on
26th March, 1949, the Governor in Couneil

5

COMMUNICABLE DISEASES.

eight hours’ duration in children under two
years of age'” be made a notifiable disease
throughout Queensland, Sinee infantile diar-
rl'!m was first made notifiable 41 cases of the
disease have been reported, and many have been
investigated at the Institute of Medical Research,
It is felt that notification is a progressive step—
it will keep the disense prominently before
medical practitioners; it will ensure that out-
breaks will be investigated; and it will enable
eontrol measures to be promptly and intelligently
put into effect. Furthermore, the Department
will be able to gather statistical data on the
prevalence of these important infections in
young children.

Diphtheria—A total of 145 eases was reported,
119 being from the extra-metropolitan area and
only 26 from the Greater Brisbane aren. This
eompares with u total of 271 cases in the previ-
OUs Year,

Although the neidence of diphtheria was
declining before mass immunisation procedures
were introduced in Queensland about 20 years

the decline was irr:gu.lu.r and each vear from

to 30 children died of the disease. Sinee
mass immunisation has become accepted the
digease has shown a rapid and progressive redue.
tion both in nombers and in mortality,

As the table below indicates, diphtheria in
1939 had an attack rate per 100000 population
of 153 in Brisbane, 74 in the country, and 100
throughout the State, Ten years later (in 1943)
these figures were 6, 17, and 13 respectively—a
truly remarkable reduetion for which full eraedit
miist be given to diphtheria prophylaxis and to
the energy and enthusinsm with which loeal
authorities have condueted anti-diphtheria

approved that ““diarrhoea for more than forty- campaigns.
TABLE V.
DiPHTHERIA 1IN QUEENSLAND—SHOoWING MoRTALITY HaTEs AND ATrack Rates over THE 10-YEar Perron 193845,
Deatha, Notigeatloms.
Attsek rate per 100,000 Population.
Year. Moetal '&, .
Humber. 1 Han. Metro- Sate.
! ations | P2 pealitan, pol, ek State,
palltas,
1830 a0 T84 H0s 509 1014 153-03 T3-00 -4
40 24 401 242 an6 98 prad b Gl-42 5878
141 . n 488 0z 417 618 ] - 6903
-z a0 4-18 93 EEN 478 D30 5-12 LRI
1943 E il 737 242 438 878 6532 414 6408
1944 26 & 10 204 S0 510 53:12 4515 4803
1845 17 T4l 163 ane 400 141 4016 40-33
Led 0 434 92 10 A1 25403 G340 42:32
1847 13 285 70 a7 450 1064 53-54 41-21
1845 5 331 L] 125 151 627 17-41 1333

A tribute should be paid to the effective
campaign  launched by the Brisbane City
Couneil, which has been a model and inspiration
to other local authorities in this respect. Free
immunisation was commenced in 1931; two
years later children of all ages were being immn-
nised at sehools. Puoblicity has been constant
and very efficient in impressing mothers with
the necessity of immunisation for their children,
In 1930-31 no fewer than 658 persons eontracted
diphtheria; in 1948-49 the number was 23, It
is estimated that 86 per eent. of children

attmdlnglﬂﬁubane schools have heen immunised

against diphtheria. A reduetion of diphtheria

incidence to one twenty-fourth of the level ten
vears ago speaks for itself,

Ower the State as a whole about 80 per cent.
of ehildren of school age have been immunised—
the figure being higher in some local authority
areas than in others. Althongh thizs indieates a
high level of immunity in the ehild population,
still further improvement ecan be achieved,
Diphtheria prophylaxis is a continning process
and must be maintained to keep up with the
number of new births each year,

It should be stressed here that immunisation,
even by the three-doss method, will not eonfer





















incidence of the disease. Leprosy is certainly
endemic in certain areas of the State, but in the
white population, at ‘any rate, it is not
inereasing.

The age composition of the 58 patients at
present im the lazaret is as follows:—

Under 40 yoars .. 3 Frd i |
A0} poars .. i S o 14
Gll=Ti yoars . . = S e
T0-50 yoars . . o o) S
Cheor B0 yoars 5 o En b

The mean age of all patients was 450 years,
as comparced with a mean age of 47.% vears in
194748,

Details of ihe caunses of death of the four
patients who died during the year are seen in
Table X1

TABLE XI.

Siowing Deratis oF Patigxrs wao Diep at
Peen Istanp Lazager, 1945-49.

e, Age, Cause of Denthi, .l'ulun:;a
Mulo 42 | Pyolomophritis, Lgua]r. . | Yea
Minle 42 Tnxwmgl. proEy,

Dementia 4 - | Mo
Male 60 | Proumonia,  Fractured

Femur, Loprosy ce | Yoa
Mnle 4 | Benility, Myocardinl

Degeneration, Leprosy | Yes

Treafment.—The use of the solphons—
diasone®*—continues to give gratifying resulis.
A very definite reduction in the number of
bacilli in smears can be seen and nearly half
the patients return negative smears in each
bateh taken. The periods of negative smears
are also of longer duration—o a few of
those present at the beginning of sulphone
therapy are still showing heavy infections and
all of these show clinical improvement in some
degres,

During the yvear 37,523 tablets of diasone were
uzed om patients at FPeel Island, and 5,168 were
issued to patients on parole, making a total of
42,691 tablets, equivalent to approximately
12,504 gm. as compared with 913& gm. used
during the preceding wear.

During the year a start was made on the
treatment of previously paroled cases and of
early non-infections eases with another sulphone
—sulphetrone  (dicinnamyl sodium  =solfonate
dinmine  diphenyl sulphone)—and it s
expected that more such ecases will come under
treatment during the next twelve months.

Laboratory.—Laboratory activities on  Peel
Island came to & halt during the year and have
not yet been resumed. This was due to the
resignation of the laboratory technieian,
followed shortly afterwards by that of her assis-
tant, For the half year ended 31st December,
1048, they accomplished, infer alie, 447
haemoglobin estimationz, 424 red ecll counts,
410 white cell counts, 213 differential lencocyte
counts, 426 examinations of urine (including
mieroseopic examination).  Pending restaffing
of the laboratory, blood and urine examinations
have been enrried out (on specimens sent to
Brisbane) by the Laboratory of Microbiology
and Pathology.

*Digodinm  formaldelyde sulphoxylate dia-
minodiphenyl sulfone.
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As a result of closure of the laboratory
not been possible to carry on several
regearch to provide data urgently mneeded
the @ﬂﬁant tl:imtmhmt of the disease,
may possible when new appointmen
made, have taken up duty. Data most n

uired eomeern sulphone concentrati
ﬁy fluids, earbohydrate metabolism in
disease  (especially in the of i
reaction), and on hepatic and gastrie funetion.

Staff (Medical).—Due to resignations and ill-
ness Peel Tsland has been frequently short of
nursing staff. At present the staff eonsists of
matron and three trained nurses who, by dint of
very hard work, m to keep essemtial work
gpoing. It is expected that relief will be obtained
shortly. The continued efforts of two and a-half
J.'grs still fail to procure an additional medical
officer.

Medical Kecords.—Some improvement in the
medical records has oceurved during the year
mainly as a result of moving into the renova
surgery, making it possible to introduee some
sort of system to cover work from day to day.

FE
EEEEEEEEE

(B) Lermosy AmoNg ABORIGINALS,

Population Statistics—Thers are at present
73 patients on Fantome Island, all present on
first admission. Table X11. shows the population
chamges that have taken place there during the
past year.

TABLE XIIL

Saowixg PorvvaTion CHANOES AT FaNTOME
Isuanp Lazirer FoR YEAR 1

o Males. | Females. | Total
In Lazarct 1 July, 1048 a8 35 . 7
Admitted . o el 8 2 10
Discharged 3 1 3
Diiod ua wa ] 4 ] 7
In Lazarct 30 Jone, 1049 40 33 73

Inerenss it e 2 s

Idecronsn ey S e ]

Among the patienis there are now seven

married couples. During the there were

five hirths—four male and one female,

The average age of the patients found on
gurvey about the middle of the year was
approximately 28 years, the age range being
from about 12 to 60 years.

Table XIII. shows the age and eanse of death
of the seven patients who died doring the year.

TABLE XIII.
Bex, Age. Cause of Death. Auiopay
performed,
Fermale 24 | Empyema, .. | Mo
Maleo 23 I.am' ine Failare | No
Fomale 33 | Tu ulous  Prewurmonka,
Milinry  Tuberculosis, ¥
e oo | Yo
Malo 5060 | Bronshopneumonia,
TBHn: hicetasis, -
APrOsy i na L
Make 34 roay, Cardiae Failure | Ko
Male & s , Carding Failure | Na
Formale 53 | Brone Lung
Abscess, Laprosy oo | Tea
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SECTION OF PUBLIC HEALTH SUPERVISION.
Deputy Director-General of Health and Medical Serviees: . W. Jonxsow, M.BE., B.S., D.T.M. & H.

Chief Inspector of Food and Drugs: C. M. CaTo.
Chief Sanitary Inspector: W. MoNew.

Clerieal and Statistieal Branches: T. O'8mes, M R.San.l
FOOD AND DRUGS,

Wellare Officer: Mrs, V. WiLis,

During the fiseal year 194849 the work of
thiz Division has continued upon the usual lines,
and has econsisted throughont the entire State
of the enforcement of the provisions of Part IV,
of the Health Acts (Food and Drogs), The Food
and Drug Regulations, Milksellers' Regulations,
Health (Food Supply) Regulations, Health
(Insecticide) Regulations, and the FPoisons
Regulations.

MLk,

The work of milk sampling and inspections in
the Brisbane metropolitan area has been carried
out by one inspector and an assistant inspector,
As in previous years, the work has been direeted
along the main channels—viz,, sampling for
both  bacteriological and chemical analysis,
inspection of vehicles and premises, and special
investigations,

Two thousand one hondred and twenty-nine
legal samples of milk were obtained [? the head-
quarters staff for chemical analysis, Included in
thiz total are 1556 samples obtained from the fol-
lowing centres:—Bundaberg, Gympie, Kinga-
roy, Maryborough, Mitchell, Monto, Pialba,
Roma, Tamborine, and Woodford. The remain-
ing 1974 were scenred in Greater Brisbane,
South Coast, Ipswich, and Hosewood areas, Red-
eliffe, and the Morth Coast distriets. Details
of analyses will be found in the report of the
Government Analyst.

Progecutions —Fifty-six proseentions, all of
which were successful, were instituted against
milk wvendors for breaches of the Health Aets,
Milksellers’ Regulations, and Food and Drug
Regulations. Penalties amounted to.—Fines,
£304 Gs.; and costs, £66 16s. Gd.

Pasteuriged Milk,—The consumption of pas-
teurised milk eontinues to increase. Of Bris-
bane's estimated milk consumption of 40,000
gallons daily, no less than 34,000 gallons is

now pasteurised, and of this 26,000 gallons
bottled pasteurised milk. Ten
4,000 gallons of Brisbane's
teurised. Pasteurised milk is saf
better keeping qualities than raw milk.

Samples of pasteurised milk
different milk fastories and various vendors
were found, with few exeeptions, to be satisfac-
tory, During the year a further milk pas-
teurisation plant commenced to operate in Bris-
bane, bringing the number of such factories in
the metropolis to five, Fasteurised milk is also
produced  and sold in bottles at Southport,
Booval (Ipswich), Toowoomba, Rockhampton,
Innisfail, and Cairns.

Up-to-date machinery for washing bottles has
bean installed at pasteurised milk foctories, and
fewer complaints of pastenrised milk being con.
tained in dirty bottles were reeeived from the
publie during the year. One com Was pro-
eeeded against for the offence pas-
teurised milk in a bottle that was not elean.

Remarks on Progecilions.—There were
proscentions for the sale of milk adulterated
with water, 16 of which were in connection with
the milk supply of the Brishane area and its
environs, The other § were the milk
supplics of Poonah, Bundaberg, Maryborough,
and Nambour,

The range of added water was 5 per cent. to
40 per cent,

Two milk vendors were procesded against for
the sale of milk deficient in fat, whilst 29
prosecutions were suecessinlly launched against
vendors of milk for breaches of the Health Aets
anid Hegulations made therennder, for i
milk containing exeess bacteria, selling mi
under improper conditions in regard to
vehicles and utensils, and selling milk without
the necessary license,

TABLE XXV.
Prosgcumions Fok Mo ApvoTeRaTion (Appen Warter) ron toe YEar 1945-1040. (HeaAnqUarTERS).
Date. Place, | Percentageor | Fimes, Coata.
19458— Peor Cont. £ s o £ s d
TR E B | 230
th Ju : 0 1
24th August .. o B::Lm o g1 g & 0 1 7 0
24th August 2 .. | Brisbans 24-8 o 0 0 1 7 0
fth September ., « | Nambour 218 20 0 0 F11 6
Ath September ., . | Nambour 40-0 2 0 0 I 7 0
28th Eeptember . -+ | Brishane G0 & 0 0 1 7 0
Hoth October .. .. | Brisbane G T 00 I 7 6
27th October : o | Nambour .. 5 T 0 0 1 7 &
i vcsread e b i+ il TR
£ 1t Ember . W o 4 T n 1 o
M“Pnﬁfhﬂ “- - #;{mua.. el i 0 0 1 7 o
18th January Caboolture *7 o O 1 7 0
18th Junuwary Cabaolture 85 8 0 0 1 7 0
26th January .. Nambour 130 20 0o 0 1 7 0
2ind Fobruary .. rishann 114 11 o 0 1 7 0
10th March EBrishano ™7 T 14 0 1 70
14th March o, = .. | Cleveland 210 20 0 0 Larn
11th April e i A T ol 740 o o 1 7 0
1th April =5 = = | Woodiord &l 5 0 0 1 7 0
1k :IPHII Woodflord . 127 1T o o 1 7 0
13th May. . Beaudesert . Tl T 00 11 0
13th May. . . | Benudesert . 130 I¥F o 0 11 o
Zdth May . . . | Bundaherg .. 130 13 00 2.8 @
ith May. . - T Bundahberg . 130 13 o 0 2 5 0
Totals £310 186 0 £ 1% 6
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Wrongly packed and labelled substances
Iqmtednﬁﬁ our officers were brought into har-
mony with the law by the packers concerned on
representation being made from this office.

The Poisons Regulations were amended to
permit Local Awthoritics and Kat Boards to
handle poisons without the necessity of securing
a license. An amendment alse prohibited the
sale of fireworks which contain arsenie or other
seheduled poison,

A rat mn containing alpha-naphthyl-
thmurea (-E! NTLI ) was packed in col n]mﬁle
closely  resdmbled toothpaste in

ElI.'ln[:wE:'.rm'Lm:-r and in order that 1he use of tubes
resembling toothpaste eontainers eould be pro-
hibited for this pest exterminator the substance
was placed in Schedule 1T of the Regulations.

The drugs aurcomyein, chloromyeetin,
streptomyein, and other antibiotic substances
were added to the list of restrieted drugs which
may be supplied only upon the preseription of
a doetor,

Visits o CountTRy CENTRES,

Apart from inspeetorial work carried out in
the metropolis, visits by the headguarters” staff
were made o the following outside ecentres:—
Amberley, Appletree Creek, Bauple, Bargara,
Beaudesert, Heechmont, Beenleigh, Beerwah,
Biggenden, Bilinga, ngam, Binjour, anah
Booval, Booyal, Bundabergz, Burleigh ]-Iemls
Cahoolt.ura-, Childers, Cleveland, L:uluum]m,
Coominya, Coolangatta, Cooroy, Cordalba,
Crawford, Cunnamulla, Currumbin, Dayboro,
Ebbw Vale, Elliott Heads, Eidwul:l, Esk,
Eunmundi, Ferndale, Forest Hill, Gatton, Gayn-
dah, Gin Gin, Gooreolba, Grantham, Gunalds,
Gundiah, Goomeri, Gympie, Harlin, ilarruwlllc,
Ipswich, l{ilkiw.-u.n1 Kingaroy, Landsborongh,
Lawnton, Lowood, Maroochydore, Maryborougl,
Merrimae, Mermaid Beach, Mitehell, Miviam Vale,
Monto, Moeoleolabn, Moore, Morven, Mi. Perry,
Mulgeldie, Murgon, Nambour, Nanango, Nerang,
Moosa, Palm Beach, Palmwoods, Peachester,
Pialba, . Vernon, Pomona, I-"ms.tnn CQmilpie,
I-leclr:h[h:r., Reﬂhunk Redbank Plains, Redland
Bay, Rosewood, Ecarnr.*ss. South Kn!an. South-
port, Stmtllpme Tamborine, Tewantin, Thee-
bine, Thornlands, Tiare, Tingoora, Toogoolawah,
Torquay, Tugun, Upper Caboolture, Urangan,
Wallaville, Wamuran, Wellington  Point,
Wondai, Woodford, Woody Point, Wooloogsa,
Wooroolin, and Yandina.

TOOWOOMBA SUB-OFFICE,

Inspections under the Health Aets and varions
Regulations were earried ont in Toowoomba and
at the following country towns:—Allora,
Amiens, Applethorpe, Hﬂ"l‘l.lldeﬁll’, Bell, Bowen-
ville, Cabarlah, Cottonvale, Crow's Nest, Dalby,
Dalveen, Drayton, Emm Vale, Freestone, Glad.
field, Glen Aplin, Goondiwindi, Gowrie June.
tion, Hampton, Helidon I;Infhﬁell']h Jandowae,
.I:_mbnnr ondaryan, Ka llenbun, Karara,
Killarney, Kingsthorpe, Kogan, I_.I:_H:lurn Mae-
alister, Maryvale, Meringandan, Oakey, Oman-
Ama, Pnr:hey. Pozieres, Homa, Sandy Greelt Stan-
1hurpe, Tannymorel, Tara, The Summit, Thulim-

Texas, f"ﬁrnllnngurra, MWarra, Warwick,
Wlthmttﬁ Wyreema, Yangan, and Yelarbon.

The number of miles travelled on these inspec-
tions outside Toowoomba was 3,000,

Food Premises Generally—The general con
dition of food premises of all types l'hm'ughmnt

the distriet was found to be gowd and compared
favourably with previous years. No prosecu-
tions were undertaken in respect of dirty pm-
mises and fanlts detected were usually of
minor oature capable of ready adjnstment.

Haotels and Figuor T&sﬁng;—lmpmmm‘ Were

mude at hotels in Toowoomba and at all centres

visited to ensure that the serving of liguor and

ﬁrer._rnrptinn of meals were condueted in a
yglenic manner,

As a result of notices issued hotels in
the major centres are now with
mechanical glasswashers supplied with hot and
eold water. Some notices are n‘l:ll] nnl.’ulﬂlln&,

and action will be taken in the coming year to
ensure compliance, In several of the smaller
centres glasswashing was found to be unsatisfac-
tory, and action was taken to bring about the
ingtallation of improved facilities,

Working in conjunction with the i
Commission, orders were issned mhm
ingtanees requiring alterations and additions to
hotel kiteliens and dining-rooms to bring them
to n reasonabile Etnugdnrd amnd nnmmriljl:?_rmm
mendations were submitted coneernin

ing, repainting, and the provision EE w
washing facilities or improved water supplies.

Ligquor testing was carried out at all hotels
vigited, and at two premises adulterated spirits
were encountered. Three charges wers bronght
in respect of these breaches, and fines and costs
of £13 1s. were imposed.

Milk.—The milk supply of the Toowoomba
City area was subjected to constant supervision,
and checks were made in the major eountry
centres. A special visit was made to Roma, out-
side the district, for the purpose of MJ%
samples of the town milk supply.
official milk samples  wera PTN'III:‘B{I il.'ll‘.l
?ﬁp&tthﬂd for ehelIr.mﬂal mha,ﬂmﬂﬁ

owing sources :—Toowoom
Warwick, 14; Goondiwindi, 7 hym
thorpe, 4

Of this number, three samples contained added
water; one contained a small amount, which
eould not be explained otherwise than as acei-
dental ; another was obtained from a Toowoomba
retailer and subsequent checking of his whole-
gale supplier (third sample), a dairy farmer
traced the adulteration to this souree,
proceedings were instituted against the latter
and fine and ecosts totalling £12 125, were
imposed, A prosecution involving a Toowoomba
vendor for selling milk below the preseribed
standard of butter-fat is pending.

As a result of complaints of dirty milk ntxg-
plied in Oakey arrangements were made with the
Dopartment of Agricnltore and Stock for a
survey of the milk sold by the one vendor in the
town. Examinations revealed that, while the
milk returned exeellent methvlens blue results,
it contained much sediment. Appropriate action
was taken by the Dairy Adviser at the farms
where the supply is purchased and it is anti-
cipated that considerable improvement will
rasnlt.

The pmuriumn plant at Toowoomba eon-
tinnes function efficiently. Some of the
appmw:l alterations were completed during the
yvear, but delivery of the new bottlewasher is
gtill awaited, A few instances of dirty milk
bottles were encountered, and considerable
trouble was experienced with dirty crates during



g

eich instance,
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the year., Appropriate action wais taken in all
instances to secure improvement,

Another small plant in Toowoomba supplying
Bmmedmﬂktahm]veudnm,uha,&c , and to

rishane was maintained in a satisfactory condi-
tion. Several matters, ineluding a new filter, are
listed for early attention.

Production of pasteurised milk at Warwick
has not yet commenced. The actnal building has
been completed for over a year and the bulk of
the equipment is on hand, but there is no indica-
tion of an early effective use of the franchise
granted.

The small plant at Stanthorpe su i
bottled milk i:::pt.hﬂ town area has IE:en aftlzz]:i?]gg
to ineorporate a new cold room, and has been
maintained, as vsual, in an excellent condition.

Milk delivery wvehicles were maintained at a
reasonable standard thmughnut the district, but
there is still room for improvement in a number
of cases.

Bregd.—Particular attention was given to
bread prudumw and bakehouses were inspected
ﬁlﬂﬂﬂr in Toowoomba and at all places visited.

standard of bakehouses generally was found
to be good, and in only one instance was it neces-
BArY to arﬂer extensive repnu-a and alterations,
E«Bﬂﬂl old bakehouses in country towns have
been modernised or rebuilt as a result of notices

issned previously for improvement in eonditions,

In Toowoomba, where the production and dis-
tribution of bread have been under attack from
several organisations, a number of special surveys
woere eohducted and weights of bread checked as
a result of complaints. No instances of short-
weight bread were encountered, and a range of
bread samples submitted for examination dis-
eloged that, on the whole, the bread produced was
of fair average quality, well baked, and attraciive

.-lu.aﬁpamnm Distribution is mrt all that conld

in that bread is handled and packed

-E:—m many cases directly from the ovens into

vehicles—thus nullifying to a degree the
reasonable quality of the loaves. Considerable

improvement has been effected in the condition

of the horse-drawn vehicles now in nse and these
now eonform satisfactorily with requirements.

No outbreak of rope was reported in the dis-

triet during the year.

Cafes and Milk Bars,—The standard of cafes
and milk bars was maintained at a relatively high
level. No prosecutions were found necessary, but
some struetural alterations, flyproofing, painting,
and provision of more adequate dish and glass-
washing facilitics were ordered in a number of
instances,

In Toowoomba, and also in some of the smaller
towns, various uunfg. and milk bars have been
modernised and provided with new kitchens
embodying the latest in equipment, while others

areito be similarly treated when labour and
- materials come to hand.

Sapplies of erockery appear to be more readily
procurable and the incidence of chipped and
eracked utensils was low.

Grocery and Mired Stores—The nsual atten-
tion was paid to these premises amd snitable

‘Action taken to ensure that all foods were amply
med while awaiting sale. Several store-
: were warned concerning untidy premises,

and the necessary improvement was seeured in
The condition of foods on sale,

packed or otherwise, was very satisfactory, and
the tendeney to display unwrapped foods on
counters without protection from flics and dust
was less evident than in previous years.

Fish Shops—Inspections of fish on sale in
Toowoomba were carried out regularly. The
number of premises engaged in fish distribution
iz small, and all have adequats storage facilities.

Mo unsound fish was eneountered during the
year, and only one complaint was reeeived
concerning fish quality. Investigation showed
this fish to be stale, and the remainder of the
stock, only a few pounds, was withdrawn from
sale. This was an isolated instance oecurring
when fish was extremely searce.

Action was taken to correct the misdeserip-
tion of South African cod as “‘haddock,”’ and a
firm bottling oysters was advised as to the
correct information to be embodied in the labels.

Food Factories.—The Tew factories in the dis-
trict e in processing food were well con-
ducted. One small factory established for the
manufacture of potato crisps was found to be
generally unsuited for the purpose and, follow-
g representations, was removed o more suit-
able premises,

Aerated Waler Faclories—These  were
inspected at Toowoomba and, where operating,
at the places visited. Conditions generally were
satisfactory, but in a few instances nolices
requiring more effective complianee with the

ﬁ!datinns were issued. Chief defeets were
failure to provide effective filtors or bottlewash-
ing facilitics, untidiness, and the misdescription
of products. This latter fanlt has been very com-
mon, in the past, in small country towns where
operatives depend for their labels on printers
not conversant with the various standards for
acrated waters, or who use stock labels prepared
in Southern States. The task of correction is
neeessarily a slow one, sinee visits are not fre-
quent, but much improvement has been made
and small manufacturers are becoming increas.
ingly aware of their responsibilities in this
direction,

At ome country faect soveral gallons of
gsyrup prepared for manufacture were found to
be infested with ants. As the ocourrenes was
accidental and the faetory otherwise in good
order, no action was taken apart from witness.
ing its disposal.

Unzound Foods,—Unsound foods, eomprising
potatoes and tinned feods, of a total weight of
12 cwt. 18 Ib. were cortified as unfit for human
consumption and destroyed by mutual consent,

Toowoomba  Show—Strict supervision was
exercized over the production and sale of food.
stuffs at the Toowoomba showgrounds during
the staging of the Royal Agrienltural Society s
annual show., The nsual intensive preliminary
ingpections prior to the opening proved of great
value, and the degres of protection of foods was
probably greater than on any previons occasion.
However, eongiderable improvement eould still
be effected in the manmer of glosswashing at
liguor booths, and the provision of mechanical
washers by the caterers at all major show.
grounds, racecourses, &e., would appear to be
the logical solution.

Poisons and Drugs—The usual inspections
were made at chemists, stores, and poisons dealers
throughout the district and the necessary action
takem to ensure that the provisions of the
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Poisons Regulations, 19847, were being obscrved.
Chemists generally were found to be earryving
ont their duties in accordance with require-
ments, and except for warnings in a few
instances eoncerning improper or incomplete
caneellation of preseriptions, no breaches were
dealt with.

The storage of poisons and recording of sales
at licensed poisons sellers' premises were gener-
ally satisfactory, In some parts of the distriet
devoted to primary industry sales are consider-
able, both in numbers and 1unntit:r. and,
although striet compliance with the Regulations
ig a diffienlt task, it was found that, in most
cases, an effort was being made to keep acenrate
and eomplete rvesords of distribution. Where
neceszary, instroetions were issoed for strieter
compliance and a namber of unlicensed vendors
were required to obtain licenses.

Investigations coneerning dangerons drogs
were of 8 minor nature only and no improper
practices were disclosed.

General.—No instanee of the sale of lead toys
was disclosed during the vear, and periodical
checks of {ruit md vegetables on gale in Too-
woomba did not reveal any contamination with
arsenate of lead or other poisonous sprays.

The vavions Local Authority health inspeetors
are co.operating in the enforcement of the Food
and Drug Regulations nnder the recently
conferred upon them, and do mmeh to

“maintain the standard of food premises, 1]!1'-

ticularly in those places which are not visited
frequently from this sub-office,

During the first half of the year an ml.ltl.nt
inspector from ITeadguarters was

the gub-office, and the arrangement proved tuh
of great value.

Burmaany oF Prosscurions,

Trale, | FPlace. Chafge. Floes. Costs. Amalyst’s Fes.

1945— | t ad | 2adlisad

I1th Cetobor . | Toowoomba . . | Adulterated milk 81 p-z‘r cont. 32 0 300 1 10

15th Detober . | Helidon - | Adultepnted rum .. 2 0 0 LU ] 1 1 0

15th Ootober . | Helidon . | Aduliernted ram 20 0 a G0 1 1 i
b S—

12th April .. . | Dalby .. - | Adulternbod whisky & 0 0 LU ] 1. 1 0

Totals £17 2. 0154 T 0 £4 4 0

Tatal fines and costa £25 13s.

ROCEHAMPTON SUB.OFFICE.

A lesser number of country eentres was
vigited, due to demands in the city area and its
environs, A total pumber of 7,081 miles were
travelled by train and ear in according official
visits to country districts which, in so far as
food and drogs were coneerned, included the
following places :—Ambroze, Anakie, Baum
Biloela, I3Eilﬁ-c*li:.':v. ater, DBlair g\thul Flluﬂ? Boga
tungan, Bouldercombe, Calliope, (_ﬂpe-l]n ler
mont, Comet, Cracow, Dingo, Dunrmgn.
Emerald, Emu Park, Gladstone, Gogango, Graee-
mere, Longreach, Kabra, Keppel Sands, Kemp
Beach, Mount Lareom, Mount Morgan, Mulam-
bin, Ogmore, Raglan, Bubyvale, Sapphire, Shoal
Bay, Springsure, Stanwell, Thesdore, The Caves,
Westwood, and Yeppoon.

Motiees served requiring food premises to be
brought up to standard were as fﬂlﬁqu. —Under
the hand of the Director-General, demanding
reconstruction—Emerald, 1; Yeppnm:l., 4. By
the inspector, for alterations amd improvements
—Anakie, 1; Calliope, 1; Emerald, 8; Gladstone,
; Mount Morgan, 1; Rockhampton, 6; Ruby-
vale, 2; Springsure, 1; Yeppoon, &

In the past few vears numerous improvements
have been efferted to food premises through the
owners' or temanis’ own imitiative or as the
result of enforeement of the regulations, Diffi-
enlties arising from shortages of materials were
aversome by having owners or tenants place
their orders with Rockhampton business firms,
thereafter keeping an official check to ensure
supplies being made available in proper turn.
However, much work of extensive nature
remaing to be uemmpimhud when circumstances
permit,

Milk Supply.—One huml.ﬂhl and forty official
samples of milk were and submitted to
ehemical analysis. This number represented an
increage of over G0 per cent. on the previous
vear's figure. These were obtained from retail

deliveries or wholesale distribotors at the fol-
lowing ecentres —HRockhampton, 96; Emerald,
4; Emu Park, 2; Gladstone, 9; Hhunt.!!dmn
E; and Yeppmn, 23—of wi:iuh 14 were from
cafes and other shops,

Legal proceedings wore instituted in respect
to seven samples adulterated with added water
and one deficient in fat. Three of the former
were withdrawn after an adulterated sample was
secured from the wholesale supplier to the three
vendors coneerned.  The other four were against
wholesale suppliers, Convietion resulted in each
ease.  Fines and eosts imposed totalled £61 17s.
The degree of adulteration ranged from 9.0
cent, to 149 per cent, Tle milk eonce in
the fat defieieney case showed a diserepancy of
#1.3 per cont. as compared with the minimuom
standard of 3.3 per cent., while the average fat
content of all other samples submitted at the
same time average over 4.0 per cent, Several
vendors were warned regarding fat deficiencies
of a less serions nature.

Practically all milk delivery vehicles are fitted
with regulation enclosed compartments for the
cans of milk and ntensils. fow exceptions
are mostly confined to country towns. These
are receiving attention.  Constant
is necessary to ensure that vehieles are kept elean
and inlpad repair, projecting milk taps coverad,
amd on pprcm& utensils used,

Puslenrised Milk—The loeal milk pasteuris-
ing eompany continued to expand its trade.
Preparation is being made to provide new
mises equipped with the moest modern
The existing pasteurising plant is unsuitably
housed within the firm's butter factory. Two
official and twelve unofficial mmplea: of q‘llu
teurised milk were secured for testi
former were submitted to the ]Japlrhmmt.'h
Inboratory in Brisbane and the latter to the
Commonwealth Health Laboratory at Roek-
hampton.  All were found to econform to
standard.
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TOWNSVILLE SUB.OFFICE.
BUMMARY oF INSPECTIONS.

Befns | Offiad
s i 773 Tl 271 17
ey . o] w| % 5
1,004 113 356
Greand Tokal Wia 1,563
Miles travellod—4,713.

The above inspections included all classes of
premises wherein foods and drugs were being
manufactured, stored, or handled for sale.

Bakehouses.—Periodical inspections have been
made duoring the year and general conditions
were mostly . Dne newly-constroeted
bakery with all modern equipment replaced a
Mlildn‘l& which was not up to the required
standa In other instances the majority of
the buildings are maintained in good repair,
whilst the interiors are kept in a clean condition.

Hotels.—Supervision has been exercised over
the sale of spiritnous liguers, both in relation
to quality and other methods adopted in respect
to general cleanliness and service. Many hotels
have already installed approved automatic hot-
water glasswashers in the bars, and as supplies
of these machines come forward more are being
installed. Seweral hotel owners, anxionz to
lﬂgmﬂ the general condition of their premises,

who have been successful in obtaining the
nmuu{aﬂnmiuh, have carried out renova-
tions to and other portions of the premises
without requests or orders by the Department.

Adulterated Cordials.—Legal action was
taken against one ecordial manufacturer in
to  four arate samples—namely,

passion-fruit, raspberry, and straw-
pon analysis Government Analyst
found that the fruit juice content was nil, and
the cordial although actually only ‘‘imitation "’

" was not labelled

I:IhGMh immlﬁe’:lwn defendants, trading
as company, p guilty and were con-
victed and fined 10s. each on each of the four
complaints and ordered to pay £4 4s. analyst
fees and £1 16s. costs of court.

Uw ﬁm—u a result of freguent
visit ware general stores, &e., the fol-
lowing foods m“ﬁrugs were withdrawn from
sale and on aceotint of being unfit for
m ;:gnmmplion:—lﬁﬁ' Ik, matured cheese,

. prawns (ecooked), 1600 Ilb. tripe
(cooked), 10} Ib. tea.

Drugs —A quantity of drngs were withdrawn
from publie auction sales during the year, as
the articles were not permitted to be so sold
under the poisons law or were in a deteriorated
eondition or were otherwise unfit for human
consumption,

Milks —Of fourteen offieial samples of milk
obtained from local vendors and submitted te
the Government Analyst for analysis, eleven
were  found to comply with the required
standard for milk whilst two were found to be
deficient in total solids and fat, and one deficient
in solids not fat. Analvst’s reports on the
Townsville milk supply continue to be satisfac-
tory and the vendors are usnally eo-operative in
respeet to general cleanliness and other require-
ments of the regulations.

Cafes.—FPeriodieal inspeetions have also been
carried ont of cafes, milk bars, &ec., and atten-
tion given to the method of dealing with food-
stuffs handled in snch premises. [t has been
noticed that as a result of a slight improvement
in the arrival on the market of materials, uten-
sils, crockery, &c., there is a tendency on the
part of some proprietors to carry out renova-
tions to their premises.

CounTRY.

Towns within the area of this sub-office visited
during the year inecluded Ayr, Bemerside,
Charters Towers, Clonenrry, Halifax, Home
Hill, Hughenden, Ingham, Julia Creek, Macrog-
san, Major's Creek, Mount Isa, Paluma, Prairie,
Richmond, Torrens Creek, and Trebonne,

Visits to these towns were in most instances
for the purpose of general inspections, when
attention was given to all matters and to all
elasses of business which come within the seope
of The Health Acts and Regulations made
thereunder.

Charters Towers.

Eleven official milk samples were obtained and
submitted to the Government Analyst, who found
upon analysis that three were adulterated with
added water to the extent of 15 per cent., 10.6

er cent., and 6 per cent. respectively, the two
ormer samples being from the one vendor,
Legal action was taken against both offenders
for having sold milk which was adulterated. In
the first case the defendant pleaded not goilty
and after hearing evidence the magistrate eon-
victed him and imposed a fine of £16 with
£2 2s. professiomal costs, £1 1z analyst’s fee,
and Ba, eosts of court., A forther ease was taken
against the same defendant for having sold milk
withont a milk license, when a plea of guilty was
entered and a fine of £1 with £2 35 professional
fees and 65 costs imposed by the magistrate,

arding the second defendant the case was
heard ex parte and the magistrate convieted
him and imposed a fine of £6 with £2 2s, pro-
fessiomal fes, £1 1s. analvst’s fee, and Gs costs
of court.

Mount Tsa—As a result of representations
made to have a check on the possible lead con-
tent in milk, four samples of milk were obtained
from the local dairy and submitted to the Gov-
ernment Analyst for examination. Each of the
samples of milk drawn direct from three cows
were found to be lead free. The fourth sample
drawn from the bulk supply revealed an insigni-
ficant amount (.08 per cent.), which the Analyst
considered eould have been attributed to the
possibility of lead solder in the seam of the
can from which the sample was drawn.

Each of three samples of water drawn from
the Leichhardt River along which the eows pas.
tured revealed the negligible trace of 01 per
cent, lead.

CAIRNS SUB-OFFICE.

The work of this sub-office during the year
has embraced every avenue of food manufae-
ture, transport, and sale, and has necessitated
visits of inspections to food-manufacturing
premises, food transports, and premises hand-
ling food for sale to the publie.
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Ungound Foods—As a result of ﬁpfetmna

I ﬂwmctheyenrﬂmfollumng detail st of

foodstufls was found to be unsound. These

arﬂ.ohwara destroyed under the supervision of
r.i_p offieer :—

Uﬂmﬂ Foopa Destnoven, Mackay Sue-Orrice.

Artiele, Quantity.

LB R Ay

Condiments 00 Q20

!hnﬁm 0k 0 8

. Fish, o 0 02

~ Fruit, canned o3 8

m e oo 4 9

i Foods ¢ 0 0 2

Jnmna B n 0 426

K mmmnked ¢ 0 04

s o 0 8 7

Poas, greon e o 0 118

. +5 . o 8 32

| et 0 4 %14

B Wi cannmnl 04 3 7

E' 114 0 8
Freah fruit (cherrics) § trayn
Pumplins 45 bagn

THURSDAY ISLAND SUB-OFFICE.

inspections and reinspections under
Aets, the Food and Drug Regula-
15, and the Poisons Regulations were earried
during the year,
and premises were found to comply generally
with the required standards.

,ﬂpirlh offared for sale at the four hotels were

during the year and found to eonform to
Iagﬂl. ntan.ﬂl.rd in every instance.

were carried ont in one aerated
ater factory to bring it up to the standard
required by the Regulations., The second is

iting building materials to carry out minor

SANITATION SECTION.

- LocAl AUTHORITY ADMINISTRATION,

gory and supervisory econirol of Local
rity administration of the Health Acts
¢ thereunder were maintained
year by tours of inspection and sani-
sarveys throughout the State by Depart-
officers and also by the examination of
v and anmual reports submitted by
thorities.

!I'l.- reports indicate that, generally, councils

3 mﬂuwuﬂ.ng to earry out improved health

g and are atrim&etlu establish a higher

ri nf sanitation in r respective areqs.

ver, there are a number of eouncils who

slow to appreciate the beneficial results of

active and progressive administration and

1o do not realise the ill-effects eaused not

__in their own area but in adjacent areas as
| and the State as a whole.

absence of notifiable infectious diseases
an assurance that the sanitary environ-
of an avea is of a high standard, nor is it
reason for the of improvement or
¢ non-existence of plans and preparations
present and future advancement.

he freedom from notifinble infectious disease
ay only be transient and is not a reliable index
A sound veason to presume that all is well.

The ramifieations of public health work include
every measare which has the definite purpose
of improving the living conditions of the peopls
and are not limited to the temporary measures
usually adopted to combat an outbreak of infee-
tions disease. A wider outlook, together with
planned progressive programmes, are essential
for effective administration, Health work, which
is a positive and not a perfunctory anllul‘y,

often relegated to a third or fourth place in
Loeal Anthority budgets by the appaintment of
one ingpector to a joint arep of three or four
eouncils, henee the most important department
—the field work—is meglected, and the merit
of the personal instruction and adviee and of
regular and systematic inspections and reinspec-
tions is not fully realised. Joint areas are
too seattered for effective control amd eonse-
quently too little time is spent in each area,

Several northern and western Loecal Authori-
ties have been under the disadvantage of being
unable to obtain the services of a health inspec-
tor. Recently, however, the pogition was partly
relieved by the appointment of newly-qualified
men, the majority of whom were frainee inspec-
tors (Post War Reeconstruetion) who had served
a period of two years' practical training with
Tmcal Authorities,

The war and postwar handicaps of labour and
material shortagoes, together with increased costs
and higher contract prices, have retarded
development of the essential sanitary serviees
into first-class organisations. These scarcities
should not be nused as an excuse for indifference
and anlent or for not utilising all available
material and labour to the best advantage.

Nightsoil depots throughont the State showed
improvement, but much higher standards in
management and conduet are required before
any depots can be regarded as first-class.

The collection and disposal of nightsoil
(sewage) by burial in the earth is just as import-
ant as the water-earriage system and hoth
systems require first-clazs  technique and
organisation for suceessful working.

The value of refuse disposal at *‘controlled
tips”" has not been fully recognised by many
eouneils. By the adoption of this system value-
less lands can be reclaimed and converted into
eouneil assgets. The Brishane City Conneil and
a number of other councils have done excellent
reclamation work and from swampy, low-lring,
useless land recreation grounds and public
reserves have been ereated in a most economic
MANNEF,

The collection of refuse is carried out in
haphazard, nnorganised manner by many -mun
eils, The absence of standard refuse bins on
premises, ivregnlar removals, and uncovered and
impro erlgémmuﬂed vehicles eall for a much-

reform,

Mﬂﬁquitﬂ control has become a major opera-
tion in many areas, umull:, in the coastal
districts. The Government ‘s 50 per cent. mosquito
eradication su'lmdy has been responsible for
eouneils carrying out extensive drainage works,

The cradication of the domestic types (A.
aegypti and €. fatigans) has not been given the
attention which their importance deserves.
Control work entails regular and systematic
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At Warwick control of mosquito breeding has
been maintained and the great improvement of
the past few vears is still evident, Forther work
on desnagging of the Condamine River to
facilitate control and slimination of breeding
grounds has been earried out under the subsidy
scheme, while a further subsidy was granted to
provide for the drainage of lowlying land
adjacent to the river.

Good reporis of decrensed infestation have
been received from Dalby and work on the
subsidized scheme of drainage at Inglewood has
been completed.

Applications for subsidies have bean received
from the Stanthorpe Shire Couneil for mesguito
prevention works at Stanthorpe and Wallan-
garra, but these have not yet been finalised.

fats —Except in the several large centres, rats
are not prevalent in the area. Goondiwindi,
which was reported last year as beins heavily
infested, now appears to have the position under
control, and the recent appointment of a health
inspector in the area will assist materially in
regaining and keeping the comparative immunity
of former years.

In spite of constamt baiting, both by the
council and occtpants, the rat population of the
business section of Toowoomba remains heavy.
The council realises the necessity for increased
action and is secking additiomal staff to allow of
the placing of a man permanently on rat control
85 was the former practice,

Special investigations were made at Jimbour
and Maealister, in the wheat belt, in an effort
to trace the origin of rats miastmg wheat trucks
unloaded at Rockhampton from these centres.
Inspections revealed no infestation at the wheat

at either place, and as the type of rat
involved has rarely been reported in the district
it would seem certain that the infestation
peenrred ab one or more of the railway yards
an roule.

Flies—Summer-fly infestation is still heavy
throughout the distriet, and while the numbers
are largely of the type associated with sheep
and eattle eountry the ordinary hoose fly is
more prevalent than it should be, In  this
connection, the newly-elected Toowoomba City
Couneil has incorporated the elimination of flies
in the eity as part of its policy and a vigorous
eampaign is expected in the coming summer,

when all potential fly-breeding grounds, partion-
larly st:lh?n will be subjected to intenzive super-
vision,

Tovwamnbe Show—Sanitary arrangements at
the Royal Agricultural Society’s annual show
were subjected to strict supervision and the stan-
dard maintained thronghout the week was very
satisfactory.  The projected tmm.t'er of the
showgrounds to Harristown is still in the pre-

liminary stoges and probably will not be effected
before the next show,

Healtk Ediwcation.—Activities in this field eon-
tinue to expand throughout the district—lar
thro the facilities made available by the
Health Education Council. The majority of the
Liscal Allthnl:'lh.es have taken advantage of the
posters, literature, &e,, #sued by this body and
h::w brought them prominently before their
cilizens.

The eity of Toowoomba again conducted
Health Week, This ineluded poster d::apl'iws l[I:
various parts of the city, radio talks, lectures,

‘entlmsisstic and eonseientions manner in which

and film displays to public bodies and school
children, and daily press publicity to which this
Drepartment eontributed.

Inspector.— |

Ketirenwnt of Toowoomba Elllg
Towards the end of the %rmd e Toowopmba
City Inspector, Mr. W. tendered his
resignation to the City Ehumﬂ because of ill-
health. Mr, Rees has devoted many years of
unselfish serviee to the eity of Tmmm:nha, and
the continued high standard of sanitation pre-
vailing in this centre is due largely to the

he discharged his important duties. His nldr'
eo-operation in all matters pertaining to thnff
health of the community was always fi
ing and adviee of his vetirement is lﬂdﬂi
with deep regret.

General.—Duri
year the services o
Head Offce were marlc nraa]l.bh and ﬂl.l
armngement proved highly satisfactory, reliev-

for a time the staff disabilities of the sub-
{38,

S0 far as Local Authority health inspectors
are coneerned the position has grea

and one area in the ﬂghah?

Shire, is now ““‘h'n“téh services of an

The rearrangemcent Loeal Authority mu_qm-
tors” distriets ¢ame into foree at the

of the period and the reduced areas have

very satisfactory to all eoncerned. ' As umll
the various Local Authorities and their qﬂlﬂu
have co-operated well in the maintenance of
health standards throughout the distriet.
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ROCEKHAMPTON SUB-BRANCH.

General.—Marked sanitary progress
in some local-authority arens was in
contrast to the lack of advancement in o
That some eouncils have consistently §
ageord attention to health
under their notice from year to year is to h
deplored. In a few instances mal:ui.llar to seeure
the services of qualified health inspectors has
been a contributing factor. In others the main
retarding mllut-neu have been apparent lack of
health eonseipusness and reluctance to vest in
inspectors specifie nnthurlty and mpmmw
essgntial to earrying out the provisions of
Health Aets and Regulations.

Where inspectors are required to prep
budgets covering the year's ; -
dentally, the monies involved are largely
recovera are aunthorised to operate
within the scope of their budgets, health 3
function smoothly and im ganitation is
hoth noticeable and assul This policy might
well be adopted by other local authorities in
which reports and recommendations submitted
Ly its own offleers or by this Department seldom
get bevond the health mmmltfea or the eonncil
table. It must be impressed npon the apathetie
that earrying out of the provisions of the Health
Acts and Regulations is mandatory and not a
whim for deeizion by couneil poliey.

Many }:.u:} Authorities were assisted ig_'
sacuring nightseil pan bins, and
other equipment or m:mgﬂlm same, In
spite of the continued general shortage of such
items no serious delays occurred where orders
were placed in good time and this office was

notified.

Eg EE




Hespguantens Area (City of Rockhampton).

atie house to honse inspection improved

for a time but was redueed when a part-time

~ inspector resigned to take up duties with another
Local Authority,

. However, the numerical strength of the

cnsure every premises receiving at least an
' 4.lm'.enn‘.u.uivlnlml visit,

3 &mw! continues tc;] e:pandhﬂwith the eon-
- st of many new homes, shops, &e, Diffi-
enlties associated with the disposal of household
- waste waters in new residential localities call
~for a good deal of attention by counecil officers,
- A continunows policy of bituminising city
- streets and roads is relieving many householders
of the discomforts eansed by dust and at the
b time improving the appearance of the city,
- Pieturesque street garden plots established in
~ recent times and ornamental tree planting eon-
~stitute worthwhile improvements,

: Sewrerags.—The sewerage system was extended

. 3 24,315 feet of new sewer lines and connection
premises thereto,

- Preliminary work on the sewering of the Park
- avenue area commenced. This comprises section

B, estimated to cost £122396, Part 1 is esti-

- mated to cost £10989, of which amount £3,000

- was allotted up to 80th June, 1949,

Application has also been made for £20,000
o extend the sewerage system to another seetion
- of North Rockhampton, taking in an area in
‘the neighbourhood of Salamanca street,

~__The number of sink and hand-basin wastes
~ discharging to street water channels in the eity
~ proper was further reduced. The remainder
- are receiving attention as the serviees of
~ plumbers ean be seeured.

_ Nighiseil Disposal (Pan Removal System) —
] val services were performed efficiently as
L erly. Operations at the disposal and pan-
~ treating depots were effeetively conducted under
G supervision. Change over from the old
~ borsedrawn wagons to motor transport again

- failed to materinlise. It iz understood that the

1
-
-
¥
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- eouneil now proposes to utilise for this purpose
- chasses of some of the better-conditioned private
E.-rhﬂm bought in when taking over these services.

 Bformwaler Draingge—A proposal to improve

- stormwater drainage in the vieinity of Fitzroy
~ street and Denison lane, where serions flooding
~ otcurs after heavy rain, at a cost of £3,762 was
‘approved. This work is now being taken in

- No move was made to provide stormwater
2 drainage for the Park avenue and Queen's Park
- eontiguous areas, nor to replace very bad street
- water channels in several eity lanes. Although
 the necessity for action in regard to these matters
- has econsistently been brought under notice, at
- the time of compiling this report there was no
~ indication of provision being made in the coun-
- ¢il's budget for the fortheoming year.

| [T

 Refuse.—Refuse removal services were carrvied
~ out satisfactorily, very few complaints with
regard thereto being recorded at this office.
- Horsedrawn drays are the vehicles used. The
aggregate of time taken up by this mode of
transport in travelling to and from the tips is
“eonsiderable. Much of this time could be saved
by using motor trucks. The greater loads carried

e 1]

’Wpﬂﬂtﬂﬂlj staff has at no time been sufficient
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by the latter would result in a reduced number
of trips required and further saving of time.

Onee again it is reported with regret that the
City Council has made no progress in supplying
refuse containers to premises, for which service
it is legally responsible. This deficiency has
been eommented upon annually for a good many
years. In this particular respect the sty com-
Eﬁm& unfavourably with many country towns.

rotection of waste matters against aceessibility
to such disease disseminators as rats, flies, and
cockroaches is as important as it is elementary.
Unfortunately, many good citizens who have
themselves seenred eontainers remain exposed to
the dangers arising from premises of neighbours
who are not so particular,

The City Counecil latterly endeavounred unsue-
eessfully to procure materials for the manufae-
ture of refuse eontainers. It is more probable
that readymade bins could be secured from time
to time in reasonable quantities from local manu-
facturers. This course may be adopted in the
near foture.

Rats—The rat-destruction gang econtinued
operations thronghont the year, From ohserva-
tion the rat population has shown a falling off
in nombers. A muech greater reduction can be
expected when all premises are supplied with
standard lidded refuse receptacles and building
eontractors ave able to undertake work on many
of the city's older business premises, where rat-
proofing measures will be insisted upon.

Flies—The Musca domestica species was
alightly more prevalent at times, more especially
in localities containing stables, and coinciding
with humid weather conditions, During the
warmer months a regular cheek should be kept
on stables and also on premises to which manure
is removed in quantity for use on garden plots.

Mosquitoes.—Organised control-operations by
the mosquito reduction gang and elimination of
breeding by draining and filling in some of the
low-lying water retaining areas have consider-
ably reduced mormal prevalence. Heavier
ingidence has been eonfined to periods follow-
ing excessive rain, when the extent of
temporary eollections of surface waters was
beyond the scope of the spraying gang.

The City Couneil budgeted for expenditure of
£1,457 on mosquito control work for the year
and was granted this sum by the Government in
loan and subsidy of equal amounts. This amount
had been overspent at the end of the tenth
month and the total cost for the fiscal year would
be in the vicinty of £1,725. In the coming year
D.D.T. sprays are likely to be used more exten-
gively, as resnlts have proved to be more lasting
when D.D.T. is incorperated, so that less
frequent spraying is necessary,

Loan and subsidy totalling £850 was seeured
for the purpose of mosquito eradication work
consisting of improvements to drainage through
the town eommon., Approximately one-third of
thiz amount had been absorbed to date.

Of approximately 8,000 household rainwater
tanks in the eity area some two-thirds are said
to be not mosquito proof, due mainly to badly
fitted or displaced screens. These remain the
chief breeding grounds for Aedes egypti, which
constitute a serious menace as disseminators of
dengue fever. In these times it is most diffienlt
to secure plumbing labour for such small jobs
as tank screenings, which in the circumstances












o short period
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Main gewers in this section are 90 per cent. eom-

plete. One pump well is complete with pumps
imnstalled. The remaining pump well is under
construetion. The scheme is being seriously

retarded by lack of earthenware pipes and fit-
tings, particularly in the 4-inch size.

GFoneral —In addition to all other duties, mat-
ters of gencral sanitation within the city area
have reesived attention from time to time. Such
duties included water sampling, inspections of
sanitary and refuse depots, sanitary conveni-
ences, river pollotion, sewerage and draipageé
works and complaints, camping sites, hospitals,
and such other matters under the jurisdiction of
this office.

COUNTRY.

 Towns within this sub-office avea visited dur-
ing the year included Ayr, Bemerside, Charters
Towers, Cloneurry, Halifax, Home Hill, Hughen-
den, Ingham, Julia Creek, Maerossan, Major's
Creek, Mount Isa, Paluma, Prairie, Richmond,
Torrens Creek, and Trebenne,
Ayr—A special visit was made to the Ayr
Hospital for the purpose of imspecting and
g on the necessity of an improved septic
system at the staff quarters. Recommendations
in ecommection with the inspections were sub-
mitted to headquarters for approval,
Hughenden.—The Hughenden Town Couneil
will be the next western Queensland town to
operate Ao & system. An inspection
recently revealed that the retienlation work was
well advanced and in some instances pipes had
been laid through premises up to the site of the
respective sanitary fittings, Unfortunately, some
property owners were reluctant to have the sani-
tary fittings placed within or even in close
imity to the residence, which fact rather
Egam one of the main advantages of a sewerage
scheme. However, it iz anticipated that within
il after the plant iz in operation

 the few referred to will realise their mistake.

Thuringows Shire—One case of encephalitis

~ and one ease of diphtheria (fatal) were reported

L -
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from Paluma and Major's Creek respectively.
The ustal action of inspection, disinfecting, and
swabhing under the direction of the eouneil’s
medical officer of health was taken in these
instances. During the course of inspection it
was revealed that immunisation against diph-
therin had not been carried ont in the Major’s
Creck and other adjeining areas for some years,
and recommendations to resume were bronght
under the notice of the Local Authority.
Cloncurry —Results of inspections made in
thiz town dizelosed that an improvement is neces-
gary in regard to gemeral sanitation,  Owing to
the lack of good drainage facilities recommenda-
tions were snbmitted to headquarters snggesting
that the Local Anthority shounld give considera-
tion to the question of providing a sewerage

! gystem similar to other Western towns. Disposal

of waste waters, effluentz from septic tanks, &e.,
eannot be dealt with by absorption in this par-

tienlar type of soil and it would appear that a

gewerage system is the only solution.

Hotel Licensing—Annual inspections of

 licensed premises were carried out in Hughen.

~ Creek, Julia Creek, and Richmond.
 instances recommendations were made in rela-
~ tion to every hotel inspected with the object of

‘den, Cloneurry, Mount Isa, Prairie, Ti:u-renﬁ
n a

having the necessary action taken by the Licens-
ing Commission,

During a vigit to Hughenden advantage was
taken to interview respective hotel owners and
advise them in respect to the sewerage installa-
tions about to be provided, suitability of sites,
fittings &e., as shown on their plans,

CAIRNS SUB-OFFICE.

Duties carried out during the vear include
ingpections of drainage, nightzeil disposal and
removal serviees, refuse disposal, sanitary com-
veniences and depots, beach samnitation, rat, fly,
and maosquito infestation, and other similar
matters, whilst inspections and investigations
have been made of existing and projected anti-
mgsijuite measures, Licensing inspections of
hotels have been carvied out where possible,

Details of inspections and miles travelled in
the eourse of sueh inspections arve listed here-
under,

Cairng  City,

The pancity of complaints received by this
office in regard to the carrying out of nightsoil
and garbage collection and disposal indieated
that such esgential services were well maintained,
Regolar inspections were made of the nightsoil
ineinerator and refuse tips,

The subject of nightsoil disposal naturally
brings up the question of sewerage. The con-
sulting engineers for the sewerage secheme have
offices in Cairng and are pushing ahead with
detailed plans. It is not a project that can
lightly be entered into as an ample water supply
and an assared supply of materials, once the
scheme 15 embarked npon, are necessary. A
water supply will be provided on the completion
of the Behana Creek secheme, which is now pro-
eeeding and it is hoped that the supply of mate-
rials will not unduly delay the completion of
this work and the inanguration of the sewerage
seheme,

Mosquito vention work hias proeeeded to
the limits the Couneil’s staff. A regolar
roster of spraying, clearing of drains, &e., was
adhered to, and relief was afforded the Local
Aunthority by the provision of 50 per cent. sub-
sidy for this essential work. Dirainage and
reclamation projects from time to time engage
the attention of the Loeal Authority with bene-
ficial results. The time 15 approaching when
some of the subsidiary drains will no longer
have a useful purpose due to reclamation of
lowlying arens, but the main drains will always
be needed. Every possible endeavour should be
made to have these deains permanetly con-
structed, so0 a5 to make a more effective Job and
reduce maintenance costs,

The levelling of propertics to road level and
the reclamation of lowlying lands for building
purposes have, over the past few years, mads
an appreciable and weleome change in the
appearance of certain parts of Cairns, and a
eontinuanee of this good work is most desirable.
In this regard, the Cairns Harbour Board made
quite an appresiable eontribution by the reclama-
tion of many acres of land in the vieinity of
the wharves and Alligator Creek. The carryin
out of a projeet between the bodies conee
for the reclamation of Lily Creek from Spenca
atreet to the Inlet will put this section of the
town in very good shape.
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| ig not unduly high., In addition, the Insurance
Commissioner has through Dr. D, W. Neville
and other of hiz officers compiled some rather
interesting figures coneerning the ioeidence of
claims for miners’ phthisis in the mining
| industry.

| The following is a precis of Dr, Neville’s
observations :—

| Four hundred eclaims admitted to miners’
phthisis  benefit over the last fifteen years
{approximately) were reviewed; these repre-
sented about 70 per cent of the total number of
miners compensated for pnenmonokoniotic dis-
gases in this period. The records of the remain-
| ing 30 per cent, were in other centres and there-
fore difficult to obtain. An arbitary year, 1915,
was taken by Dr. Neville, after consultation
| with officers of the of Mines, as
marking the end of our intense goldmining era,
and it also approximates to the beginning of
modern mining history when dust suppression
and good ventilation began to be introdueced
into some mines at least. In other words, a
{ miner with an oecupational history of some
Jrea:;sn?r to 1915 was most likely to have con-
tra his. disease under the *“‘bad old'’ condi-
tions whereas those who had worked mainly
subsequent to 1915 had a good chance of having
been employed under better modern conditions.
Practically without exeeption claims submitted
prior to 1935 were found to be from men who
had worked mainly prior to 1915, and in fact
of the 400 elaims admitted in the last fifteen
years no less than 334 were found to be from
| men who had worked for more than five years
prior to 1915 in mines. The remaining 66 pati-
ents were then divided up aceording to the
radioiogical appearance of their chest films as
follows :—

———

iy - ‘Il' - B.lll ll.ﬂlll m.l

Coalminers .. ..| a | 1 a0

_Ilhll.[f#m b e | 17 (4) 8 (4} b a2

Mixed mining history | S(1) | 5(3)| 4 14
i e
e

(Figures in brockots show thoss of the group who
have superadded tuboroulons fnfection). 5

. ﬁruup HA™ films show very definite nodular

Group ““B"" films show linear fibrosis regarded
as due to pnenmonokoniosis,

 Group “C'" represents those with no radio-
logical confirmation of pneumonokoniosis. This
t group among the metalliferons miners ineluded
| some claims made after death and claims from
patients  frankly tuberculous without an

apparent pre-existing silieotie basis,

t

| Group “*C' is obviously such a ** hotehpoteh ™
| entity that it would be difficult to include it in
: ics one way or the other—leaving 52 cascs
of whom 19 are eoalminers, Im the latter group
only one case had superadded tuberculosis,
- whereas of the remaining 33 all of whom
had had some contact with metalliferons mining,
1o less than 12 had pulmonary tuberenlosis. {The
value of these figures is somewhat lessened for
we do not know the eriteria used for diagnosing
tuberenlosis,) In the lastmentioned classes out
of 33 no less than 29 either had nodular fibrosis

or tubereulosis and 4 only were disgnosed on
“linear fibrosis®’ alone. Among the 19 coal-
mNErs, however, only 3 showed definite nodula-
tion and a fourth was tonbereulous, so that 15
were diagnosed on linear fibrosis only, In the
case of these miners the diagnosis in most cases
must have depended on clinical signs—i.e., those
of emphysema.

The ocenpational histories of the 33 men under
eonsideration were then studied by Mr, O, Carl-
son, of the Department of Mines, and the writer
and where records did not extend soifficiently far
into the past other seurces were drawn on for
information. Eventually only two men inelud-
ing quarrymen and sewer workers were found
who did not have a history of substantial work-
ing in some example or another of the old dusty
type of mine which had continued to remain in
operation after 1915. The two men in question

ad commenced work in the twenties in a mineg
which has only recently closed down, Both wers
comparatively young when dingnosed and both
suffered from tubereulosis (presumably added
to a silicotie basis). Eyewitness actoints have
gince stated that in the twenties this mine was
still ¥ery dusty and that the subsequent reforma-
tion did not take place until the thirties. From
the records awvailable, therefore, ne man who
has entered the mining industry since 1930 has
been ** dusted " and no man with an oeeupational
history of quarrying or sewer construction only
has been diagnosed as a silicotic. (Since these
figures were compiled, however, Dr. Neville has
shown the film and reeords of a man who has
developed silicosis presumably from working in
the vicinity of a quarry eroshing plant.)

Some ecomment is needed on these records sup-
plied by the Insurance Commissioner and hia
officers, They are not proof that mm;]ern_u_letallv
liferous mining conditions will not cause silicosis
but they are a comforting indication that this
may be so. The point remains, however, that the
main mines operating to-day have worked in their
present form sinee the minetoen hundred and
thirtics only, $0 that unless their hazards were
bad ones it is still rather early for cases to be
appearing; it probably would take twenty years
or so of exposure before a miner suffered
anfficient disability to make him sk Tﬁﬂli:‘-'lll
help. There is, of course, other reassuring
gvidence, The modern mining engineer and the
modern mines Departmental inspector are very
dust econseions, From eyewitness ascounts we
know that our metal mining conditions to-day
are infinitely better than they were fortsge vears
ago. We know also that whenever we take
haphazard dust counts to-day, on the whole very
few harmful eoneentrations are found, However,
it would be somewhat rash to feel perfectly safe
in the matter of dust without regular routine
radiologieal examinations of all the men at risk
and without regular routine dust counts of all
waorking places.

On the coalmining side 19 men whose mining
history has been mainly subsequent to 1915 were
admitted to compensation, The opinion is held
that anyone who has entered the industry sinee
about 1927 has not vet had time to show signs
of the disease, so that these cases must be
reckoned ss a percentage of the recruits to
underground workings between about 1912 and
1927. Only a very rough cstimate can be made
af the intake of men to the industry over this
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period and sinee such an estimate must be based
on several assamptions the approximate fignre
of 750 might easily be fallacions. On this basis
the incidence would be abont 4 per cent.—allow-
ing for 30 per cent. of records being absent—a
low incidence, but nevertheless unsatisfactory
since hardly any cases at all should be allowed
to oeeur, The diagnosis of pnenmonokoniosis is
at times not easy and it would seem that where
honest differenee of medical opinion exists the
Commisisoner usually gives the claimant the
bemefit of the doubt. This procedurs may at
times lead to lenience when compared with
awards made in other countries, but where donbt
exists it is a good principle to give the workman
the benefit of it

Random sampling of present econditions in
coalmines at any rate usually does not reveal
high coneentrations of dust; this happy state,
however, will not continue if mechanisation is
introduced without eoncurrent application of
adeguate dust suppression measures,

Die. W, I». Robson—the Canadian eo-proponent
with the late I, Denny of the nse of alumininm
powder in  the Erevuntiuu and treatment of
silicosis—vigited the more important metal mines
of Queensland in June of this year, His opinion
of dunst conditions observed eoinsided rather
closely with those held by officers of the Depart-
ment of Mines and of this section. He was very
definite however that men engaged in mining
should be X-rayed regularly and that all mines
should have their dust coneentrations measured
us a routing procedure at definite intervals, and
in fact stated that withont data from soch
procedures he conld not express an opinion as
to whether or not there was a nead for alomininm
in this State. He also qoeried whether the
avernge general practitioner was snfficiently
conversant with pulmonary dust disease to
entrust ils diagnosis to his care and suggested
that all applicants for compensation for the
pneumonokenioses should appear before a medi-
eal board speeially constituted for the purpose.

Lean Pomsoxisa,

The incidence of plumbism on the whole has
beem low with the cxception that cases still
eeeur in the battery reclaiming indusiry, [
has proved exceedingly diffienlt to persuade
widd members of this trade to adeguately set
their houses in order and some of their em-
ployees are careless in the handling of lead
and not always co-operative in routine medical
examinations. The matter of specific regula.
tions to cover the handling of lead substances
had been under discussion for some time, but
the matter had Dbeen shelved for some twelve
months in the hope that im ement would be
effected by coo tion and persnasion rather
than by compulsion. However, there wonld
seemn to be in all walks of life the odd individual
who is moved by coercion only. Heluetantly,
therefore, during the year that has gone de-
tailed and specifie regnlations covering the
handling of lead substances were recommendad
for adoption under *“The Factories and Shops
Aefs, 1900 fo 1045,

Founpey Sumvey,

For a period of two years preseding Decem-
ber, 1148, a survey was made of employees of

Queensland foundrieg to determine the amount
of silicosis present and at the same time dust
counts and ventilation measurements were car-
vied ont in order to estimate present foundry
eonditions in regards to harmful dust. From
Mossman to Dalby 76 foundries were discovered
through the help of warious emplover and
employvees organisations and these foundries are
scattered up and down the eoastal margin of
the State. DMany of the::n shops earry on
engineering activitics as ag ing in
the making of castings. Th&nndry ﬁiﬂ
population engaged in actual fo was
found to be 1,115, This figure does not include
clerical, managerial staffs or employees

in engineering, packing or saleg activities, How-
ever, silicosis is a disease which takes
to develop, and it was decided to
those moulders who had been
their trade and other foundry
heen four years in their class
aligihlenm:ulatim wis reduced
this number 359 were willing to
cal examingtion and X-ray. Thirteen were
sidered to have silicosis. The positive
came mainly from casting dressers and
men who regularly chipped slag and did brick
repair work inside furnaces Jor converters,
Moulding in this State wonld & to
relatively zafe oceupation, but there was
evidence to sugpest that if a dresser e
at his eecupation for more than twenty
amd few do this—he had a fair chance

of
o

?

ing dusted. By and large, steel shops were
more dangerons than Iutmt?:im in
or non-ferrous casting, and other being

equal the larger the foundry the more likeli-
hood there was of finding a positive case,

Dust eounts in the main agreed with
impressions and radiological results.  In pﬁ:
a minor number of foundries were hazave
coneentrations of dust discovered an
sitnations tended to be in the larger foundri
and in steel shops and jmrlimll'.ﬁ;ri:_riér_ i
dresgsing annexes, By and large, in
instances gencral lmuaeiuping and dust control

in these latter were poor.

In assessing the incidence of silicosis in this
industry it munst be remembered that prior to
the survey some positive cases had already been
diseovered by Dr. E. J. Reye in 1945, so that
the incidence is a little higher in reality than i
would appear from this survey. To make
records comparable with those of a well-kn
Ameriean survey the number of positive
lf:mv:ﬁbem eX a3 r ‘l'g E:it
oundry working population—ie., tives
in 1,118, ie, 1.2 per cent. burg in an
extensive survey of foundries in Now York State
recorded a entage of 27 per cent.
gilieotics, owever, it eannot be foo st
stressed that with modern eonditions of t
contral mo eases of silicosis should ecenr at all.
Im the report om this survey
remedial measures have been suggested.

EH
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Coastan FEvERs,
This section’s interest in varions eonstal fevers
arose first as the result of workers' *
tiem insuramce claims in which the i

Officer in Industrinl Hygiene was asked to
express an opinion. Tt was quickly obvions
that while many patients suffered from clear-

iz
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eut disease entities, sueh as Weil’s disease,
scrub typhus, and murine typhos, and that
laboratory agglutinations ved these discases
present, there were ne some sufferers
whose utination tests were negative—for a
wide variety of the known disease poszibilities,
In most cages where the diagnosiz was clear the
vansa was connected with oeempation and the
i ﬂuitrwlm > table. Hadmf: 1hl;:iﬂteml¢ nftiliu
I il gienist—an subsequently L1
medical officer in industrial hygiene took over
supervision of the Weil's Discase Campaign,

These fevers in question occcur mainly in a
wet coastal strip from Mossman in the North
down through Cairns, Gordonvale, Babinda,
Innisfail, and Tully to Ingham in the South.
The wet tableland country areund Atherton
alzgo, of conrse, provides its quota of ?utiamts
with acute febrile illnesses the cause of which
ig sometimes obseure. Tn a visit paid to these
areas in June, 1948 it was rather evident that
gsome medieal practitioners in the area  were

about the problem and were inelined

to think that umknown diseasc entities existed
in their areas and that the laboratory tests as
present eonstituted did not inelude these nnknown
canses within the aente fever group. In order
to diseover in an approximate manner the extent
of the problem—that is, the number of patients
agite fevers who were negative to all
laboratory tests—it was decided to keep a record
of all cases of xia of unknown origin in the

| areas in question. The sourees of information

-

medical practitioners and the names of patients
blood has been submitted for tests to
the Commonwealth Health laboratories at Cairns
and Townsville and to this Department’s labora-
tory. As far as the latter iz concerned such
blood is tested for typhoid, paratyphoid, five
‘strains of Weil's disease, 0" fever, brucellosis,
and the typhus group. If a medieal practitioner
a patient with an aeute fever due to an
unknown eansze and if he does not consider that
indieations exist either to notify it or to submit
a sample of blood to one of the laboratories, then
such a ease will not appear on this list. Also,

records were commeneed in some instances a

months after the enrrent year had begumn, so
the figures recorded here cannot hope to be com-
plete—in faet, it should be obvious that they are
indications rather i

also obwious that they would vary from centre
to centre in that some medieal men would tend

]

£

Where ble an attempt has been made fo
i diseover relevant ogenpational histories of
~ all_patients, the attributed place of infestion,
* and the month of the year. This work is done
| by Btate health inspectors, Weil s disease inspec-
lors, and Loeal Aunthority health inspectors. It

is hoped in the coming year to greatly expant
the information obtained. Any diseiepaneies
between tables recorded by Chief Inspector
Weil's Digease Campaign and those in this report
are apparent rather than real ones. Figures
here are d on proven cases in hospital dis-
tricts as distinet from Local Authority areas;
notifieations are based often on suspect as well as
proven cases; a few proven eases are sometimes
not notified. In other words, any differences
are easily explained.

The following table gives us the proportion of
cases of acute fever of unknown cause in which
luboratory tests were negative:—

— Positi tives] nob Sab=
T | o mitted.
Lhﬂrl odpirosis 28 la* 10 2
(Wotl's Distnsn—
cancficlds Eypees)
Sorub Typhus .. 43 s 120 T
Murine Typhus .. 21 15 | 5
Leptospirosis 1 1 . .4
{Pomons & 1
! Reeurrent Fover 2 55 2

* {ino of thess was o cass of Scrub Typhus.

The results would, it is thought, indicate that
further investigation should be made of this.
problem, It is obviously impossible at this stage
to make even the wildest guess as to what the
cxplanation of these negative results may be.
At all events, the problem of negative laboratory
findings in patients soffering from acute fevers
of, unknown canse is not confined to our wet
northern littaral, In perusing the records con-
corning this type of patient in Southern Qoeens-
land it was noticed that the following positive
results had been found —

Murine Typhus .. 16 Sporodic cnses in
the cities

Tick Typhus .. o o]

La i (Pomona 5 Odd coses mainly

Lem A ) 1 in rural arcas

{Dwing to the fact that during a cortain portion

of this year materials wore not availablo for testing
tod cases of Q" fever no record has heon in-
in this poport of such cases.)

On the other hand, no less than 42 patients
presumably suffering from undiagnosed fevers
vielded blood samples negative for all laboratory
tests, In other words, there would seem to be
some indications for investigation of ‘' negative’
patients in this State and this research work will
be undertaken by the Queensland Institute of
Medical Research. Mayhe in these cases labora-
tory procedures prove negative for the same
reasons that a great proportion of other labora-
tory tests give negative findings—i.e., the deter-
mination of the elinician to cover all diagnostic
holtholes ; on the other hand, there may be some
more complex eause Or canses,

MOSSMAN.
Rorpun Tyrmvs, total suspects 12

= Poaltive " Cases ™ Negatlve ™ Cases,
Serub Typhus, * Coastsl Fover.'” I * Mosman Fever."
i Awgust .. 1 Ruooky Point 1 November, . 1 Minlle .. 1 May va 1
1 ﬁmw b mhkta;u il March 2 Mossmnn .. 1 March .. 1
2 Outober .. 1 Mialla .. 1 May 1
{ Fobruary .. 2 Mossman .. 1
3 8 8 4 N 2 2

It will be noted that the patients attributed
he of their infections to widely scattered
in the Mossman hospital area. Unfortu-

nately, the exaet ocenpations and exact localities

were not known for this area.
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Mines Department and Geplogical Survey.

Lsually the ores of gold and silver represent
the most numerous of all classes of work. This
year, however, greater attention has been
directed to the survey of conl reserves and in
eonsequence the work involved in the examina-
tion of samples from Callide and other fields
has been the more sustained. In addition to
the usnal ealorific value and proximate analysis,
the ultimate analysis, ash analysis, and fusion
point of ash were required,

Tests were made on clays to determine their
suitability for brick and pottery manufacture,

The search for alternative supplies of man-
ganese ore for use in the manufacture of steel
and storage batteries is shown by the increased
number of samples received for partial
analyzes,

Included in the other types of ores submitted
were samples for the determination of anti-
mony, lead, copper, tin, and molybdenum,
whilst assessments of battery and beach sands
and the identifieation of minerals were also
carried out.

Some samples of limestone dust were found
suitable for the treatment of roadway dust in
coalmines. In order to be effective in the pre-
vention of coal dust ignition, as well as innoc-
nons fio mminf personnel.  This incombustible
dust shall conform with the following require-
ments ;—

(a) Standard dust is that which will pass
a4 Bl-mesh sieve B.SS. Between §H0
and 76 per cent. by wei%I:t shall pass
through a 240-mesh B85 ;

(b) Bhall contain not greater than 8.0 per
cent. total silica;

(¢) Shall be readily dispersible.

A ventilation, roadway dust, and dust
EXPOSUTS was made at the Burnett

Colliery, Selene, in Octoher, 1948,

hther Deparimonts,

Consnltative as well as analytieal serviee
in the examination of industrial materials such
as concrete, sand, plaster, paints, refractories,
metals, and corrosion problems was rendered.

Thirty-eight pigments and 161 eoncrote roof-
ing tiles were received from the Works Depart-
ment for routineg chemical sxaminations of the
eolourings used.

The pigments used have been  memerally
satisfactory.

In one instance red lead had been used. The
neeeszity for the absence of toxie compounds
i tile eolourings is siressed, as there is no
alternative in many places but to use the roof-
ing s a catchment for a home water supply.

- The usnal service to tankers, petrol waggons
has heen maintained. These are tested for
the presence of dangerous proportions of toxic
or inflammable gas prior to entry of workmen
for cleaning and repair johs.

A vigit to a sewerage shaft and drive showed
that the men had allowed insuflicient time for
ventilation after shotfiring before re-entry.

Advice was sought as to the suitability of
some s0ils or strata to stabilisation with sodinm

g

silicate and ealeium ehloride solutions to pre-
vent sinking of building foundations.

Tha inspection of two proposed sites for the
fumigation of grain with earbon bisulphide
suggested that this elass of work could be quite
well confined to an arvea sufficiently isolated
as o involve no hazard to the sommunity.

Dhust Weasuwrement,

During the violent duststorm  whieh
EnVEl%gtl?d the State in a pall of duost on
11th Oetober, 1948, an estimation of the dust
in the atmosphere over Brisbane was carried
out by an officer of the laboratory, Assuming
the dust extended wpwards for 12,000 feet, and
the area of greater Brisbane at 375 square
miles, the total weight of dust over Brishane
between 3,45 and 4.45 pom. on 11th Oetober was
33,000 tons.

Erplosives,

Ceonference—The second Australian and New
Zealand Conferemee of Chief Inspeetors of
Explosives and other departmental representa-
tives wag held in Melbourne from Tuesday,
26th April, to Tuesday, 3rd May. The con-
ference was officially opened at 2 pom. on
26th April by the Honourable the Chisf Secrs-
tary of Vietoria, Lieutenant-Colonel W, Watt
Leggatt, D.8.0,, M.C,, ED). Visits were made
to Messrs. Nobel's new factory at Deer Park
and to the explosive reserve of the Vietorian
Explosives Department at Altona. The new
factory situated adjacent to the present one
is nearing completion and should assist in over-
coming the lag in eommercial explogive pro-
iuetion and the shortage of supplies. At pres-
ent it is diffieult to mamtain a sufficient stock
of explosives in the Government Mapazines
for the smooth running of explosive adminis-
tration. As cach new shipment arrives the
explosives geetion of the Government Chemical
Laboratory is pressed for immediate importa-
tion test to allow orders for explosives to he
executed without delay. Explosives play a
very important part in industry and shortages
might well hold up eoal produetion and large-
soale mining operations.

Further gonsideration was given by the con-
ferenee to uniformity throughout the States
and New Zealand in the control of fireworks
and regulations towards this end were formu-
lated and are about to be approved by Confer-
enee,  These regulations will be recommended
for adoption in Queensland.

(ther matters which received attention
included wire binding and marking of explo-
sive cages, the use of free ruoning explosive,
storage of explosives in cemtral eity areas,
handling of explosives at wharves and anchor-
pges, and the control of road transport of
explosives.

Burplis Army Erplosives—Under the diree-
tion of V. B. Cundith, Inspector of Explosives,
geveral road movements of explosives were
carried out. These involved the transport of
surplus army explosives from the Darra maga-
zines of the Department of the Co-Ordinator
General of Public Works to Greenop, Ingle-
wood, the Railway yards at both Darra and
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nine were from Queensland, six were from
Vietoria, one from New South Wales,
one from Tasmania, one from South
Australia, and one from Western Anstralia,
and nine were discharged members of the
Australinn Army Nursing Service,

It has been felt for some time that the four
months allotted for child welfare training was
insufficient in view of the strennons nature of
the course and the period of training has now
been extended to six months, and these courses
will eommence in February, 1950, As a result
of this, trainees will get more practical
experience in Centre work. The Home at
St. Paul's Terraee, which has to close during
most inter-term peripds, will remain open, and
more time will be allowed for intensive stwdy.,

Graduation eceremonies were held at the
ATN.A Nuarses” Club at the completion of
each training term, and these happy fuuctmnu
are much appreciated by the frainees.
24th November, 1948, and 25th May 19-1‘&
certificates were prw:-mc& by the Hon, A.
Jomes, M.L.A., Minister for Health and Home
Affairs.

CrayriELp HoME, BRISBANE.

This Home, now established six years, has
grown very rapidly and the requests for admis-
sion exceed our accommodation,

Over the pasi few years the number of
artificially-fed infants iz inereasing, and they
seem to be weaned for many varied and, at
umes, trivial reasons. Many children progress
normally on artificial fecding, but those who
fail to do so frequently find their way into
the Ilome. The feeding adjustment s often
difficult and long and emphasises the value of
natural feeding., The diffienlt fecding of a
greas number of cases can be attributed to
bad parental mansgement and crowded living
conditions,

Cazes admitted during the past vear includs
twins, n large number for the restoration of
natural fecding, infants with cleft palates and
hare lips, persistent vomiting, frail babies, and
a numhber of toddlers, most of whom were diffi-
eult feeding cazes,

One very unusual case was admitted on
16th February, 1948, The infant, aged 38
weeks, whose birth weight was 9 lb, was
157 Ib. on admission. He was a very pale
infant with marked anorexia. A few days
after admission he passed a number of worm
segments, which were identified as Dipyllidinm
cantnwm.  After trentment he passed many
complete worms and there have been no forther
segments passed.  He is now 5% weeks and
M) 1b. 61 o=

There were 214 admissions of babies and
100 mothers. This involved 11,723 test feed-
ings. 035 complementary feedings, and 20,043
artificial feeding for babies, and for mothers,
3,192 treatments for restoration of breast feed-
ing aud speeial instruetions to each mother,

CLAYFIELD Tnu::::m:) BocnooL, Brispaxe,

This school is for the training of previously
untrained girls from the age of 16 years
upwards. I.‘lurmg the year 27 candidates wers
spceessinl  in ga.mm%' their ecertificates of
eompetetey issned by the Department of Health
and Home Affairs a5 Child Welfare Assistants.

-staff to allow the senior sister to assist with

The number of girls seeking training has
inereased and a Ingt waiting list is held at
the Administrative Office. The lectures given
by the Fducational Officer to the girls at the
various State m.'.hnulu has done much to stimuo-
late their interest in this bramnch of nursing.
As a result of their experience at the Home,
many of the trainees commenece their obstetric
and general nursing training. Sinee this home
was established in 1943, 96 girls have suceess-
fully completed their tmu.mg, and of those 52
have decided to complete their further muﬂnﬁ

training.

Graduation ceremonies  for  suceessful
students were held at the Home in December,
1948, and June, 1949, at both of which the
certifientes  were pmenhad by the Minister

for Health and Home Affairs, the Hon. A
Jones, N.LLA,

MaTERNAL axp CHILD WELFARE HoME,

TooWooMEA. 1
More interest is now being shown in thh
Home. ra at ba sur-

rounding centres have requested admission for
nursing mothers, babies, and yonng children,
Many deserving and interesting cases have
been treated, including establishment and
restoration of breast feeding, premature and
frail babies, vomiting babies, and cases of
malnutrition, mongolism, pylorie spasm, Pink
disease, and Coeline disease. Two babies
awmtmg' adoption were mmmﬂ#ﬁaw_
of the State Children Department and .
habiez were received into residence when
their mothers were admitted to hospital.

The average number of babies in residence
at a time has risen to 6 to 7 over the last few
months, and it is hoped that in the near future
8 to 9 will be accommodated,

Many changes have occurred on the trained
gtafl owing to the fact that we are ﬂupmdant
on temporary sisters,

There were 65 admissions of babies and 51’
mothers. This involved 1.941 t«eat hﬁii.u
2,606 complementary feedings
nm.ﬂnml feedings for babies, and for mo’lflm
221 treatments for restoration of breast feeding
and special instruetions to each mother.

Toowooyes Home Truxmxe ScHOOL.

This school is also for the training nl
Child Welfare Assistants of previously un-
trained girls from the age of 16 years
upwards,  The training school is ghmmmuﬂ.
trainees are showing a keen intersst in the
care of the babies and toddlers. Four girls
were snecessful in the examination for child
welfare assistants held in December, 1948, They
wore presented with certifieates by the Minister
for Transport, the Hon. J. E. Duggan, H.IIJ..,
at the first graduation ceremony to be held at
the Home, on 17th Deeember, 1948 ; 14 trainges
are in training at present, of which' 8 are being

prepared for examination in December, 1949
and & for June, 1950,

With the growth of the training school, extra
trained staff is neccessary for constant super-
vision, and an extra sister was added to !

tutor work.

Dr. G. V. H-Iﬂw: senior. has relieved Dr
G. V. Hickey, junior, as Honorary Medical
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TOOWOOMBA MENTAL HOSPITAL,

Medieal Superintendent :
Deputy Superintendent :

Living conditions and comforts for pﬁ.tll!ﬂ.lﬂ
and werking conditions for the stafl continue to
improve and amenities added since the last
annnal report inelude the following :—

1. Recreation  Holl—Internal renovation,
repair, and painting, Provision of better sta
amd orchestra lighting,  Installation of eleetric
draught fans, Installation of microphone and
speakers for announcing, &e. Extra payment
for engingers operating tfm pietures.

2, Ward Yard: and Hospitel Grownds—
II\ gienie spring-lap drinking fountains are
hmn[___ erected amd about six are already com-
pleted.  Adequate overhead yard lights are now
in operation.  All ward yard lawns, gardens and
paths are being improved and more garden seats
are being ebtained. Many more decorative trees,
shrubs, and flower plants have been introduced.
The sports oval is now enclosed by a picket fenee
afd the pavilion has newly nstalled septic
sewerage and showers,

3. Entertoinments and Keligious  Insfruc-
tion,—During the year patients have a variety
of entertainments  offered  to  them; these
inelude -—

Mlern talkie programides with the bew doabile-
leader maohine which olwintes interruplions
and breaks.

Danees with stafl amd patiest orchesira.

Coneorts by Monty Blosm and sompany.

Vigita by Country Women's  Assochation;
Returned Soldicrs Lenguoe; Salvation Army
Band,

"|'iJi.‘|.l| m- 1:Iu~ Tooweomba Shew amd to town for

"rl.tI.T-: I:u}' rlntim are always cheouragd,
Ia the wards morning and evening daily papers
and periodicals are regularly provided.
Clergy of various denominations visit regulnrly.
4. Dietary.—Culinary equipment continues to
improve and the new raised cement floor makes
the kitehen much cleaner and ensier to he
kept clean.  Kitchen staff has heen increased
by twe. More hygienic delivery of meat has
been arranged by construetion of a new door-
way. A high standard of cooking and a mixed
nutritious and adequate diet is maintained.

5. Laundry.—Some alterations have been
earried out and new machinery installed and
greater efficieney is hoped for hy the appoint-
ment of a male lnundry MATAZET,

B. Engineers and  Arfisaens, —-—Eonmdemblr
alteration has been completed in the engineer’s
office, work shop, and rest room and the
engineer and his staff enjoy much more comfort
and  privacy for their skilled work. The
artisang generally are badly provided for and
it is hoped that the eoming twelve months will
see the blacksmith, plumbers, painters, car-
penters, and others provided with much better
working amd hygienic honsing and comforts.
It must be mentioned that the carpenters have
a new mortizing machine and the blacksmith
hlﬁ: muech demreﬁ eleetric welding set.

Farm and Vegefable Gardens—The vege-
tah]o garden continues to supply exeellent
produce for the paticnis dietary requirements,
The farm staff are delighted by the recent
acquisition of a motor tractor and new
equipment and great results are expeeted.
Despite a dizsastrous fire in the middle of
harvesting and the destruction of machinery

. R. Bovce, M.BE.
J. H. B. Hewperson, M.E., B.S, (Syd.).

{Syu. .

bringing silo and woodentting to a standstill,

o total of 500 tons of ensilage was stored aw

Last year's figure was 350 tons. The i
lation of a stationary oil en gml: costing

was responsible for the euntting of 200 le;l.

of ensilage worth at a conservative estimate
21,200 and i now being used to ont op ﬂ:@
wond, -

8. Psychialyy  Clinic.—The clinie funetions
actively and fills a definite want for the
FOEUnity.
would be improved by the appomtmmt
payvehologist and a social serviee
worker, and it is intended to make reeom-
mendations (o this effect during the mmmg:
Year,

9. New Buildings.
in operation, The telephone exchange room
is completed, but the telephome changeover
has not vet been done. In Ward 5 yard the
ocenpational therapy building for female
patierts has been erected and its fanetioning
is held up by installation of eleetrie light,
power, and heat. A doorway has been made
between the dispensary and the present ‘phone
room and the latter is now used for
bulk chemicals. This relieves the- institution
store of some of its congestion and j is of mﬁt
to hoth the store staff and to the

W, The Staf—An emergency still m
through acute shoriage of female nurses, bot
matron and her assistant matrons continne to
ilo an exeellent job, Official vmits a.l.'u
amd the consulting surgeon, physicl n-
dist, and dentist ench render “luahlu m
A h:ru.sekac-pe: (Mrs, Higgins) has I}m installed
in the nurses’ quarters amd has gone a
long way towards restoring harmony and good
feeding in her domain,

TABLE XCV.
Tnﬂ'h'.’ﬂﬂ!{m MENTAL HOSPITAL.
AnMissiond, REApMissioxs, [MecHARGES, DEatis
DURING THE YEAR ExDING 3TH Juui, 1040,

Itz 1otal fumetion and nmfn!:lmn
a

—The pew lecture room is

— Matew| i, | Total
Om Books of Hlospital on 30th June, ]

1845 o RR .. | 822 | G40 |1,262
Adbmitted for the first time 12 |48 | m
Rendmitted . . 8 | .
Transforred from Brisbans o 5| &
Transforred from [pswich 1 o 1

42 TH | L&

Total unider care G4 | LS [ 1,377
Dhischargod, Died, Transfeered — [
Diischargod-—Recovered | 20 | 36 I -
Discharged-—Relioved . 12 18 | 30
Dircharged-—Xot |mprn'rﬂ‘l @ & -
Diecharged—Soction 49 . 2 3 5
Transferred $0 Brisbane 1 3 +
Trantlerred to Ipawich i S .
Tumfm'l ta ﬁml 1 T b 1
Lrinal : g 34 L
Total Dischargod, Died, &e. 84 08 182
Remaining on Books on :mth Ju.nu,

1048 - L. 580 | 615 |1,186
Average punber daily rosidont se0 | 613 |1.208
Number on leave nf nhlmm- [ !

0th Jono, 184D . ] 13
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