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SECTION OF PUBLIC HEALTH SUPERVISION.
Deputy Dircetor-General of Health and Medical Serviees (vacant),
Btate MHealth Officer: G. M. Remp, M.B., ChB., D.PH,

Chief Inspector of Food and Drogs: C. M. Caro.
Chief SBanitary Inspector: W. MoNem.
Clerical and Statistieal Branches: T. ()'Sues, M.R.8an.l. (Lond.).

Welfare Officer: Mrs. V. Winis,

SANITATION SECTION.

LacAn AUTHORITY ADMINISTRATION.

Loeal Authority administration of “The
Health Acts, 1937 fo 1946, and the Regulations
made thereunder i eontrolled and suopervised
by sanitary surveys, inspections, and wvizits of
Htate Health Inspectors stationed at Brishane,
Toowoomba, Rockhampton, Mackay, Townsville,
and Cairns, and alse by the checking of quar.
terly and annual reports which health inspectors
are required to submit to their Couneils and to
the Director-General. These reports are on
apesial forms drawn up by this Department,
and cover all phases of an inspeetor’s duties.

The Departmental plan for the rearrange-
ment of large joint health areas into smaller
amd more easily controlled ones advanced a
further stage during the year. A number of
Loeal Authorities accepted the recommendations
anid made their adjustments aceordingly,

Several joint apeas contesied the plan, and as
a result an officer of the Department attended
three conferemces at which mmtual agrecments
were reached to the satisfaction of all parties,

The shortage of qualified health inspectors has
delayed the full exeeniion of the plan, and has
also prevented the filling of a number of vacan-
girs due to death, retivement, and change of
oeeupation. It is expected that the lag will be
overcome to a great extent doring 1948.49.

Material shortages and the scareity of suit-
able labour continued to be a severe handieap
on Local Authorities, and as a result difflenlty
has bein experiéeneed In mantaining a high
standard in the equipment and plant for the
essentinl sanitary serviees.  The meagre sap-
plies have starved these services of mightsoil
pans, refuse hing, and other plant and materials,
At the present time no reserve stocks are held,
and many of the services are on a hand-to-mouth
existence, Refuse hins, =0 cssemtinl as a plagoe
precantionary mensnree as well as for domestic
sanitation, are almost unprocurable. It is to the
eredit of Local Authorities that no serious
breakdowns orcurred during the year.

Reports from visiting State inspectors show
that, generally, the adminstration of the health
laws under present eirenmstances is reasonably
satisfactory, and that the majority of Couneils
and their officers are desirons of improving the
sanitary environment of their areas.

Reticulated water supplies are heing provided
by & number of Loeal Authorities under the
direction of the Department of Loeal Govern-
ment, and a number of schemes are in hand and
under eonsideration for the purification of
existing supplies. Balonme Shire Couneil com-
pleted their schemes at #t, George, and Dirran-
handi: Stanthorpe Shire Council have schemes
in hand for Stanthorpe and Wallangarra; and
Biggenden Shire Couneil have plans and esti-
mates under consideration for the township of

Eigrenden,

The necessity for moedern sanitation and the
elimination of the conservaney svstem of night-
soil removal and disposal, which is now regarded
as obsolete for cities and towns, is being widely
recognised and plans for sewerage schemes have
been completed or are in conrse of preparation
g:lr the chief cities and towns throughout the

tate,

A number of Loeal Authorities are meeting
the demand for public convenienees which are
essentinl for the comfort and health of any
community.

The Brisbane City Counecil has made provi-
gion for an expenditure of £12000, Applica-
tions for loans and subsidies were lodged by
Coolangatta, £3500; Toowoomba, £3,000; Beau-
desert, £1,500: Livings £000; Cleveland,
£1,500; Noosa, £1,000; Crow’s Nest, £100; Mill-
merran, £450; Pittsworth, £900 ; Mackay. £5,000;
Johnstone, £750; Woongarra, £2,000 VP

The following applications have already been
received for 184849 programme :—Toowoomba,
£16,000; Inglewood, £1,000. |

For other works applications for estimated
expenditure of £34964 were received from
twenty-three Loeal Authorities. Such works
imeluded improvements to sanitary new
ganitary vehieleg, eamp and beaeh improvements,
drainage works, extension of sanitary serviees,
crematorimm, water sapply, kerbing and street
channelling.

For the 194840 programme nine applications
have been received to date for similar works at
an estimated cost of £36 800,

The establishment of new or the extension of
existing nightsoil and refuse removal serviees
Iave beem delayed by a number of Loeal
Authorities until conditions are more stable and
materials and equipment are obtainable, Pioneer
Shire Couneil extended their nightsoil removal
serviee to include Beaconsfield, and Hinehin-
brook Shire Couneil incloded Trebonne, Cor-
delin, Macknade, and Bemerside in their new
contracts. :

Thirty-nine draft sanitary contracts, eovering
lii:{lj’-l‘.'i;rllt L e wmqmbmittad by Local
Authoritiea for the approval of the Director-
Gemeral, All were checked, and where amend-
ment was found necessary the Local Authority
coneerned was required to make the alteration
bhefore approval was given.

Mosquite control and eradieation measores
were undertaken by many Loeal Auothorities,
The greater activity is due to the ineentive given
by the Govermment in granting a 50 per cent.
subsidy on all approved mosguito eradieation
works, which generally consist of large and
small drainage schemes, reclamation of low-
lving lands, spraying of swampy lands, cleaning
waterconrses and channels so a8 to permit of a
free flow, house to house inspections for the
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Provision has heen made for covering im a
further section of a large stormwater drain—
known as the main drain.  The Government has
granted a loan of £6,000, melusive of a subsidy
grant of 25 per eont. Tor this work in the fiseal
vear 1948.49,

The Park Avenwe and Queen’s Park areas,
comprised mostly of ““melon-hole country,*’ are
mueh in need of stormwater drainage, 1D||rir]g
146 the City Couneil intimated that an
enginecring report on o comprehensive drainage
proposal for these areas wonld be obtained. [t
15 understod that the matter will soon be under
digenssion by the Couneil,

The Jardine Lagoon drainage /mosguito eradi-
eation works were finalised during the year. The
campleted eost was £7,648 198, 8d, (subsidy 50
per eehit. ) as against the oripinal estimate of
C12,500 125 8d. Use of modern earth moving
plant which the City Council procured was
cliefly responsible for the saving,

Improvement  to  mosqoite  eradieation
measures on the town common where a previons
seheme terminated will result’ from a further
Government loan of £425 and subsidy of a
similar  amount  which  have already  heen
eranted,

The mosquite reduction gang eontinued the
sprayving of collections of surface water and
storm water gnllies,

The rat destruetion gang earried on along the
usual lines, somprising systematic visitations to
premises, nsing dogs. trapping and poisoning.
Rat proofing work was completed at a large eity
wholesale produce merchant s premises, Bailders
of new premises were required to conform to
rat-proofing measares specified in ““The Plague
Prevention Regulations.”" Rat harbourage was
removed  where  eneonntered. Considerable
reduction in the rat population should result
when the Conneil i= able to proeure standard
earhage containers of which several thonzands
are required to protect edible food wastes from
rats on MANY premises,

Although the city is on the whole normally
free from undue prevalence of flies, oecasional
complaints come from areas in which racing and
olher stables are loeated, With the enlarged
inspection stalf more attention is being paid to
stables and fy-breeding.

Regular inspeetion and enforcement of the
IResulations should have the desired result in
these localities,

Sanitary conditions at the Show Grounds were
kept under notice during the Carnival Week,
amil at other times when the grounds were in
nse,  Cleansing serviees were well maintained.
Improvements to some of the sanitary eonveni-
enees are due and the matter will be taken up
with the controlling hody.

Barhers shops were inspected and re-inspectod
by an assigtant inspector during his attachment
to the sub-office for a period of three months,
This inspeetion was muel necded and many
minor improvements were effected. However,
pegular inspection 15 necessary to ensure that
specified equipment ineluding sterilizing agents
are not only provided, but used as prescribed
in ““The Barbers Bhops Regulations.”

COoUNTRY AREAS.

With few exceptions country towns through.
out the area were paid inspection visits on at
least one oceasion. The task of wvisiting the
whole of the area and completing reports on
numerous diverse matters is an ardnous one.

Local Authority aress visited were: Banana,

Barealdine, Baulinia, Barcoo, Belyando,
Blackall, Calliope, Dunaringa, Emerald, Fitzroy,
Ciladstone, fracombe, Isisford, Jericho, Living-
stone, Longreach, Mirinm Vale, Mt, Morgan,
Peak Downs, Tambe, and Theodore,

Towns visited were: Anakie, Bajool, Baralaba,
Barealdine, Berajondo, Biloela, Blackall, Black-

water, DBlair Athol, Bluff, Bororen, Bonlder-

combe, Builyan, Burua, Calliope, Capella, Cler-
mont, Comet, Cracow, 1 Duaringa, Dululu,
Emerald, Emn Park, G Gogangn, Goo-
vigen, Gracemere, Ilfracombe, Isisford, Jambin,
Jerichn, Jundah, Kabra, Keppel Sands, Koko-
tungo, Littlemore, Longreach, Lowmead, Many
i::akx, H;.Flhgimugh, I'il'{nrmur,ﬂh{irmm' ﬂn?nal;a; Mt.

reom, Mt an, Moura, gmore,
Port Alma, Rn.gﬂl?n. Ranmes, Rnllﬁgnn- 'Rnndlll!,

Rubyvale, Sapphire, Springsure, FE

Tambo, Thangool, Theodore, The Caves, [
Springs, Tocal, Ubobo, Westwood, Windorah,
Wowan, Yaamba, and Yeppoon, Total number
of visits made was 112,  [Mstances travelled by
train and motor vehicle in mn}]l]g these visits
totalled 9722 miles. In addition the assistant
inspector travelled 310 miles on inspeation visits
to near conntry 1owns,

Some Loeal Antherities continued to be nnahle
to secure the services of gualified health inspec-
tors and samnitary progress was meenrd-
ingly. Shortages of labour and/or materials
prevented repairs being effected to sanitary eon-
venienees and mesquite-proofing of  domestic
water storage tanks, &e., in most areas.

Several Local Authorities took advantage of
Government loans and snbsidy grants to hodget
for drainage and mosquito-eradieation works,
and provigion of pohlic amenities,

Proposed town sewerage systems of several
vears standing have had to he reconsidered in
view of revised estimated costs under present
iday ciroumstances.

Aramae Shire,

The Loeal Authority intimatad that the refose
tip at Aramac which had been reported to be
out of eontrol had been put in order, and the
one at Muttaburra wonld receive attention when
a bulldozer was being operated in the vieinity.

Banana Shire,

Nightsoil and refuse removal serviees were
performed efficiently in the several townships in
this area. Action is being taken to provide
standard garbage containers om premises where
still required. Requests made to the Couneil
following inspection of the area included
improved method of nightseil  trenching at
Biloels, and attention to refuse tips, It is
reported that the tips at Biloela and Baralaba
have heen put in order.
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TOWNSVILLE SUB-OFFICE
SUMMARY OF INSFECTIONS MADE.

Artd, | Inspeetions. lupf::m T Vislied.
Local T43 B L L] 5
Country 361 ) o8 21

1, 1 117 A 21
Grand Tatal, 1,629, Miles Travolled, 5,062,
SraMany oF Insrectioxs Mapx ny AsmsTaxT Insrecron

s, | topoction | B, | 20 | B
Local .. 214 44 158
Country 04 i i5

I8 44 178 [

Grand Total, 525. Miles Trovelled, 902,

Towns visited included Charters Towers, Pent-
land, Prairie, Torrens Creek, and Winton,

BANITATION GENERALLY.

Matters of general sanitation within the city
area have received attention at all fimes and
the co-operation of the officers of the Couneil
has always been satisfactory.

Major works such as the extension of the
sewerage in North Ward, the Mount Spee water
scheme, and the retaining wall along the sea
front on the Strand have all been retarded as a
resnlt of shortage of materials.

In respect to the former, guile a number of
premises in that area have been comnected to the
sewer, the most important being the Townsville
General Hospital, With the new General Hos-
pital gradually approaching the stage of com-
pletion it 15 pleasing to realise that sewerage
facilities are already available.

As a resalt of reecommendations made by this
Department to the Townsville Pastoral, Agri-
cultural, and Industrial Asseciation during the
vear in respect to the unsatisfactory samitary
appointments at the. Exhibition Grounds the
recommendations as ountlined have since heen
acted upon. Water-closets have replaced the
pan system and one entively new lavatory block
with retiring-room adjoining has been erected
for the convenience of females.

At one end of the grounds where showmen
reside during the show week a shower-room and
dressing-room have been erected for each sex.

Seweorage Generally,—The total number of
premises now actually connected to the Couneil
sewerage system is 4,48 and the number of
pedestals in nse is 6,813, There still remains
approximately 120 premises within the defined
area not connectod.

Santlary Service.—A new  contraei  was
entered into by the City Council as from the
1st May, 1048, for the removal of nightsoil and
parbage, the term of the eontract being three
vears with the option of a further two years.

The number of renovals (sanitary) per month
is an average of 13,600, which shows an inercase
of roughly T00 over the previous vear, such
inerease being due to the erection of many new
residenees outside the sewered arvea.

Eat Control—Continued requests by this
department to the City Couneil to increase the
strength of the rat gang resulted in the appoint-
ment of two additional men, bringing the total
1o three, During the period in which the
three men had been engaged the number of

rats destroyed monthly bhad increased, giving
evidence of the necessity for an efficient rat-
eatehing gang.

Huotel  Licensing—Inspectorial  and other
dutics in econnection with hotel licensing on
behalf of the Licensing Commission eontinues to
he an important part of the work of o distriet
office, Many of the hotels previously re
on have had extensive alterations earried ont,
whilst plans are being prepared by architects
in respeet to several others.

COUNTRY,
The following towns and towmhips
visited during the year:—ayr, Bamﬂmds.

Charters Towers (5), Clonenrry (2), Forest
Beach, Halifax, Hawkins Creek (2), Home Hill,
Ingham (6), Julia Creck, Kurnkan, Long
Pocket, Lueinda Point, Macknade, Magnetic
Island, Mount Lsa (2}, Ravenswood, Roseneath,
Stone River, Treboune, and Winton,

Diseqses—Owing to the Thuringowa Shire
Council not having a health inspeetor on the
stafl this office attended to all matters of general
sanitation within that Shire, Action was taken
in respect to one case of poliomyelitis and one
cpge of diphtherin. The former case resided at
Kurnkan, approximately 30 miles from Towns-
ville, and the latter from Roseneath, about 9
miles from the city, In both instanees inspee-
tions were made, disinfection carried out, and
all necessary action regarding the contacts, &e.,
was taken. .

Mount Tsa.—Sewerage reticulation of sections
1 and 2 of the town was completed during the
vear and practically all premises within those
seetions have been connected to the scheme. The
prajeet had been one of this Department s objec-
tives for many years, and with ils completion

muth better sanitary eonditions il A
many ohjectionable  nuisances been
removed,

Winton ond Hughendon.—Both these towns
have decided to introduce a sewerage and
arrangements are well in hand m:lklng'
a start with the preliminarvy stages. Drainage
facilities at ]m:aeut are bad and a eomprehensive
sewerage system is the only satisfactory method
of hringing about an impmvarmmt..

Charters Towers—A general inspeetion of
this eity was earried ont during the year, when
a sanitary sarvey was made and reports with
recommendations  were  submitted  to
fquarters. ,

It is the intention of this Couneil to install
a water-parification plant to improve the water
supply, which is very mmch subj to dis-
eolouration, &e., particnlarly immediately follow-
ing the floeding of the Burdekin River, from
which the supply is drawn,

Ingham (Hinehinbrook Shire) —Two cxten-
sive works in connection with mosquito eradica-
tion have been undertaken in this Shire under
the 5050 loan and subsidy scheme. One to the
extent of £6,276 inclodes drainage, filling, &o.,
of the Selby Estate in the town of Ingham (still
in progress) and the other included the elimina-
tion of mosquite-breeding grounds at Lucinda
Point, where an outbreak of malaria fever
oceurred in 1946 and which was reported npon
in detail in the annmal report of that year,
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on the general conditions of Thursday
's sanitation sinee the ineeption of the
in February last.

i Disposal D ~—The pre-war
the :ﬁ::lml of nightsoil

~ been abandoned as insanitary, A
al wash constanily striking the pier
o rails eansed such damage to the
the pan contents eould not be emptied
necessary deep water. This damage
recurrent on such a pier, and the cost

panee very leavy

ow made of a sewer installed during
pation which discharges into the sea,
vedd to be much more setisfac-
ilities  for pan. washing and
vehicle eleansing, & have been con-
to further improve the method of dis-

practice of washing pans in salt
muuﬂaenuuu deterioration to the pans.

¢ was further accentuated by ineon-
llII.‘ The improved conditions at the
for the above funetions will result

1g equipment in good condition.

al Serviee,.—Refuse-removal ser-
earried out, althongh, owing
o! regulation bins, a large num-
d drums are in use. The service
. Householders—
mgst the native population—using
' heen instrueted to provide

1 wpdm lids for them.

¢ dump was in very bad condition
rriminate dumping and irregular
eovering, and facing, and provided
umnnd.u for flies and rats, The dum ug
 burnt off, levelled, covered, a

mhammnurthntltﬁ&nbemnre
eontrolled, The contractor has
ted in the correct methods of dump-
ding, but despite constant super-
ump is still not operating in the

Control.—Mosquito-control measures

last five months have included drain-
hnmng, and the eiling of
; ks and all other opom
Two native labourers h“ﬁ been
eonstantly for thess works, Larvae-
-int1 n iuced during army occupation
found in some water aceumulations
d not be satisfaetorily drained, and
have now been deposited in all am:h
imulations and streams, resul
eontrol of mosquito breeding in

e measures have considerably redueed
ito population, but have not eradicated
. . This is due to the very bad
tion of the buildings and houses on the
e In many instanees defective roof gutter-

e A
¥

upp!mm haits were regu-
d and distributed thro ut the
dtlunlmd, In all, 5340 were

thm]gh anly lpprnxl.mabels 200 hodjes
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de admirable

were recovered, 95 per cent. of the baits were
taken. d-'udmng from the marked decrease in

-the rat population it can be assaomed that the

haits taken were effective.
Wadér—No  filtration  equipment  or
mechanieal  chemienl  freatment  progess s

installed for the treatment of the town water
supply, although previous samples taken
mﬂd the water to be of fair guality.
Samples taken reeently, however, show that
gtricter treatment mepsures are required, and
this will he given immediate attention,

Native Camps.—The three native camps on
the island, eonsisting of disorderly collections
of army huts, have been kept wnder copstant
snpervision and are now in fair sanitary con-
dition. New muitnr}' conveniences have been
eonstrueted and existing cabinets tly-proafed
{pending installation of regulation naLm-ehi}l,
and refuse bins have been provided where
directed, Care was taken to see that no huts
within the water catehment area were oceupied.

Sanitary  Convemiences,—Urivate  sanitary
eonveniences were generally found to be con-
atruntmna.l'ﬁy unsatisfactory, particularly in the
native dwellings.  These latter have been reeti-
fied in that they have been fly-proofed, but
exigting eabinets have vet to be replaced by
regulation cabinets in many instances. Time
was not at my disposal to complete a full inspec-
tion of all the sanitary convenicnees of the
white population, but several badly defeetive
mnwumm:ns have been rebuilt and necessary
repairs carried out in other cases,

t from those at the picture theatre and
the there are no public conveniemess on
the island. A tender for the construction of
two public conveniences on the waterfront has
beem accepted, however, and it is expected that
these will be completed as soon as materials
eome o hand,  Existing econvenienees at the
hotels and the theatre have been inspected. and
reconstruetion work is now in dF;am to bring
each up to the required stan

Licensed  Premises—The four hotels were
inspeeted in eonjunetion with the Thursday

‘Island licensing inspector and reports sub-

mitted in each ease, Despite the fact that this
was the first inspection made of the hotels for
some years, two of them, apart from minor
mmemrsr alterations or repairs, were found to

airly =atisfactory condition, Of the
remaining two, one was found to require exten-
sive la eale alterstions and repairs in almost
all sections of the premises, and the other
required the smne in two sections only, namely
the kitchen and the bathreoms.

(FENERAL,

Details of inspections are as follows:—
Licensed premises: Fivst inspeetions, 4; reports
submitted, 4. General: First inspections, 4243
reinspections, 353 ; official calls, 72, Total, 849,

Sinee the opening of this sub-office in Fci:r-
ruary last, & great deal has been done through
the reprﬂnntatmt of the Corporation of t
Director of Loeal Government to restore tha
igland to satisfactory health standards. The
advenee in this respeet should be greatly
ageelerated with the restoration of the Town
Couneil as from st July, partienlarly with
regard to comtrol of private dwellings, i improve-
ments to the water supply, and improvement in
the refuse and nightsnil removal serviees,
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BaNITATION, o 0 o’ standard, but not allowing soil
Hmxcmns B i
INCHINBEOOE SHIRE E. Class—Allowing soil pollution.
F. Class—No sanitary conveniencs.
o Ingham H. Cluss—Scil pollution in evidence nt time of
Ata. inspection.
ﬁulm‘bm n:l‘phm visited. o r l.ml 172 i H
umber of eanitary convenioness inspo 172
Privies no aetion required T R LI O, om | . Dl | L
g_um}:u 1‘.!5 dafective privies v s .= 6
umbor of sanitary rednspoctions - 5 10 Pans 119 . o 25 i
Soptio tanks i o i ‘s aa 11 Septic 11 .. o s

FOOD AND DRUGS,

During the peried noder review (1947-45)
the Division of Foods sid Drugs has eontinued
its operations under the Pure Food and Drog
Sections of the Health Aets, the Health (Food
Supply) Regulations, the Food and Drog
Regulationz, Milksellers' Regulations, Health
(Inseeticides) Hegulations, and  the Poisons
Regulations.

. Visits to Country Centrées—Apart from
inspectorial work carried out in the metropolis,
visits by the hesdguarters stalf were made to
the following outside eentres:—Alberton,
Amity Point, Appletree Creck, Aratula, Beau-
desert, Hecchmere,  Beenleigh, Biggenden,
Bilinga, Boonah, Booval, Broadbeach, Bunda-
berg, Bundamba, Burleigh Heads. DBurnett
Heads, Caboolture, Caloundra, Charleville,
Childers, Cleveland, Coolangatta, Cooroy, Cor-
dalba, Dallarnil, Dayboro, Deception Bay,
Eidsvold, Elliott Heads, Gayndah, Goodna, Goo-
meri, Gooroolba, Gympie, Harrisville, Howard,
Ipswich, Kalbar, Kileay, Kingaray, Maroochy-
dore, Maryborough, Miami, Monto, Mooloolaha,
Mount Alford, Mount Tamborine, Mulgeldie,
Mundubbera, Murgon, Nambour, Nanango,
Neilsen Park, Noosa, Palm Beach, Pialba, Point
Vernon, Rathdowny, Redeliffe, Redbank, Red-
land Bay, Roma, Rosewood, Secarness, South-
]:n:nrt, Strathpine, Surfers’ Paradise, Tamborine,
Tewantin, Thornside, Torquay, Tugun, Uran-
gan, Vietoria Point, Waterford, Waondai,
Woombye, Woodford, Yatala,

Milk Supply.—The eontrol of the public milk
supply is an important duty undertaken hy
this Division, and the work has received con-
stant attention throughout the wear, whieh
included the sampling of milk and the inspec-
tion of milksellers" vehicles and premises. In
all, 2014 samples were secured by the head-
i}tmrtt'ni staff, and of these 3-6 per cent. were

ound ta be adolterabed with added water.
(Detailed partieulars of these samples are con-
tained in the report of the Government Ana-
Iyst.) It is of interest 10 note that where milk
was found to be “‘watered”” the actual adnliera-
tion in most instances took place at the point of
production,

An  investigation eondueted in  connection
with the ineidence of bacillary dysentery
focussed attention to the faet that two of the
patients obtained their milk supply from the
same  dairy.  Samples of milk subsequently

obtained from this dairy were found to have an
organism resembling a typical dysentery bacillus
present.  Insamitary conditions were found to
exist throughout the dairy premises, and the
sale of milk produced on the place was imme-
diately prohibited, The ban on the sale of milk
was lifted only after the premises had been
put inte a sanitary state and three conseentive
samplings of the milk were found to be free
from dysentery haeilli,

In view of the foregoing experienee it is
reassuring to report that the demand for bottled
pastenrised milk is rapidly increasing in the
Brisbane Metropolitan area approximately 63
per cent, of the milk consumed is this bottled
milk, whilst another 12 per cent of the su 1;?
is pasteurised and sold as bulk milk, 18
expected, with the early opening of an addi-
tional milk factory, that the proportion of
gmtmrimd milk sold will be further increased.

upervision of the ugaat.eurising of milk has
been maintained, and samples of pasteurised
milk regularly submitted to bactericlogical
examination. The progress made over the last

few years in the methods of milk
has quickly rendered machinery in use

necessitating the replacement by milk ieg
of costly apparatus and applianees in to

ensure that only the most modern equipment
is employved.

The unzatisfactory method of delivery of
milk supplies from the factories to retail
vendors i the snburbs of Brisbane by leaving
eans of milk at street corners and on vacsnt
allotments, often to the annoyance of
residents, has been a matter of concern to
divison for some time. Whilst the milk eom-
ranivs are prepared to provide de ot distri-

ntion points, it has not heen found ihle
for them to seeure suiiable situations anch
depits which are vemoved from the immedints
vicinity of residential areas and which may be
safely used in the handling of milk,

Remarks  om Progeculions.—There  wers
twenty-eight prosecutions for the sale of milk
adultersted with water, thirteen of which were
in connection with the milk supply of the
metropolis and its environs, The other fiftesn
wiere related to samples eolleeted from milk
supplies of Buderim, Bundaberg, Caboolture,
Childers. Harrisville, Marvborongh, Monto,
Me, Walker, Rosewood, Woodford, and Yandina,
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vears was realised, there is still room for
greater improvement. [t is anticipated that
representations made (o the National Associa-
tion in such matters will result in still greater
improvement at future shows,

Wrapping of Foeods—The checking of the
tendency, on the part of purveyors of un-
wrapped contaminable foods, to disregard the
:I'l.'litlliﬂ"ml."]'ll‘ﬁ of the Food and Drug Regula-
tions to provide approved glass cases for the
storage of such fonds has been given aetive
attention and flagrant breaches of the relevant
regulations are as a vesult less prevalent.

Wrapping paper for foods sold over the
eounter continues to be in short supply, so
that in the yvear now under review the unsatis-
factory position experienced in these matters
iuring the wartime perind still prevails.

Unsound Food—Reference to the following
table of unsound foods which were certified to
by officers of this Department after destruction
hy the respective owners, indieates that such
dinty has  ealled  for :-umﬁ{lrrable attention
throngliout the year. As in past years, regular
N5 et i s have been made for such pu
on the waterfront, aunction roeoms, sa \rng'e
stocks from fires, and contraband goods seized
by the Customs Department,

Ussounn Foops Destroven, HEADQUARTERS STarr,

FOR THE YEAR ENDING d0ra Jowe, 1045,

Article, Quantity, Welght.
A B
Baking Powdor 0 tins 0 0 a0 B
Riscuits Sldpackets | O 2 1 B
Broad Crombs I8packota| © O 0 0
Cerenls | .. Mpackets| & O 1 7
Chewing Gum T kots | © @ 0 7
Chutney . s a2 bottles o 0 1 18
{focoa 2 packots | © O 2 18
(5 un.ﬁuclmn 4 Glpackots | 0 O ] 12
Cordial Crystals .. 82 packots | 0 0 0§ 2
Cornflour .. Zpacketz| 0 0 a0 2
Curranis .. ai tins 0O 0 3 1%
Diates o Td casos 2 g 0 0
Essence of Lemon 3518 hottlea 0 1 3 23
Fish Frankfuriz .. &3 O 0 a0 &
Flour - i 41 pek-ul.- a a0 1 1
Hruit umnmh 58 Lins o 0 & 18
Hany 3 iﬁri o 0 0 4
Hon Nu'b E_prmd a o 90 3
Ieo Cream Mixturs I::.cheu a o 0 14
lnm.g Hugnr 0 11 1 1p
5 .1""1 'm'm 0 3 3 19
Iunhul- Puwdm v packeta| O O 0O &
Lomon Butter 7 jara o 0 0o 15
Macaroni .. Wpackets ] O 0 0 10
Malt Extract 1 tin o o 0 1
Meat (tinnoed) 134 tins 0 | 0 22
Mustard .. 448 jurs RS DY
Nuts 151 ciases 7 4 2 =0
CHlives : 1 eask B FE e
FPaste {Dnuq. o 100 cises ¢ & 1 o
Pasto (Peanut) .. 20 o o 0 9
Picklea .. e libotthes | O 1 O @
St LB
Inge .. e i a 2
Hice i v Opacketal O 0O 0O @
Sulmon 430 tins a 3 2 14
Hauce 220 hottbes 0 1 1 10
Bce 15 cnsos 0 1 0 15
Hilel . . & 208 tine 0 2 3 4
Bu:mp Pﬂmlﬂrl 4 pocketa | 0 0 1 11
Spagheitl . Tdpacketa| 0 0 1 18
(o i dpacketa | O 0O 0 4
Vegotables {'pm r
= mwleiL. {P M) tina 0 0 1 8
ogotal ro-
worved) . 30 jars o 0 0
Vinegar 1 bottle 2 0 0 1
12 2 2.8

In additicn, m‘kem of headache pow-
ders, 447 bbtﬂm 1:| tent ineﬂjl:mes, Y
cigarctte papers, -l cigarettes, 1,191
cigars, and over 2 zwt of tobaceo were found
tr be deteriorated and unfit for use, and were
destroved under the supervision of onr offiecrs.

Hompling.—During the ;.mr i tmnl, of 4474
samples of foods, drogs, and WErE
obtained by our officers and submitted to the
Government Chemical Labora for examina-
tion, These samples inelude -—Beverages and
eovdials, bread, cereals, confeetionery,
ments, cosmetics,  disinfectants, drogs and
medieines, dyes, essences, fish, fruit l.ml fruit
Juice, gelatine, ginger, jam and Jelly, meat,
milk, milk products, methylated spirits, nally-
wilbe, nits, paint, paper, soap, sugar, tobacco,
tios,

Bacteriological Sampling.—A total of 454
specimens, including  the following articles,
was collected and submitted by headguariers
inspectors to the Director of the Laboratory of
Microbiology for examination, viz.:—hottles,
hread. bread improvers, Hmdrnied milk, disin-
fectants, fairy floss, flour, me Eream hrmmnda,
lettuee, meal, mi minced m’L munssels,
mutten, ovsters, pollard, salt., vamilla essence,
Vst

Paint,—The provisions of the Health Aects
controlling the use and labelling of paint are
receiving  attention. The deelaration of the
ingredients comained in the paint in a state-
ment on the label attached to packages of paint
is insisted npon in all instanees,

Ulli hundred and fifiy-two samples of paint
serapings were removied from m in the
Metropolis, and where these were found to con-
tain over & per cent, soluble lead, in contraven.
tion of the Acts, the owner of the p
coneerned was requived to have the offending
paint removed.

Toys.~A elose watch has been kept on toys
for the detection of the use of lead metals or

lead paint in the manufacture of these articles,

and only in A few instanees were they found
not to comply  with the provisions of the
Health Acts,

Poisons and Poisonous Drugs—The policing

of the provigions of the Poisons

which control the sale and use of pmsnm Ind;t:-

m.
formed an important peart of the numerons

dangerons drogs and require the
all persans dealing in such  sobstanees,

:I-.ntmq earried out by the department’s officers.
rt from routine inspeetion of the premises
Heensed
i { ehomisis" records
into the illegal use of danutmua d
fossiomal persons have beem up

lJ'urmg the year some 2484 first-nid and
kits i=sued by the American serviees
\\ere E by the Disposal Stores to a
dealer. These kits were found to contain both
dangerons and restricted drugs which may in
the ordinary eourse be lawfully obtained only
on the preseription of a doetor. It was fortun-
ate that the drugs were located before any had
been distributed to the publie as their use other
than under medical sapervision may have had
dire resnlts,

dealers in poisons, and the r:hukil:lgf
E speeinl m‘rﬂtlf;hnm..
Pro-

S

S PSS T

ST TR T

—rT







40

In Toowoumba, notices have been H‘rvﬂl 0
the licensees of twentv.ome hotels requiring
them to install mechanieal glass-washing appara-
tug of a kind approved by the Director-General.
Several hotels at Toowosomba and clsewhere are
already so equipped, and action will be taken
during the coming yvear to ensure that, in all
the larger contees at least, these mechanical
washers are installed,

Bread —The eondition of bakehouses in the
distriet remains satisfactory. A number of
notices were issucd requiring the fy-proofing
or painting of the bakehouses :-uuwrne:t or the
climination of other defects,

Several bakehouses in the distriet lave boen
rebuilt  during  the year, following notices
calling for extensive repairs, while others are
listed by their owners for overhanl at the
earliest opportonity,

In Toowoomba, deliverics of bread to hopse-
holders are now operated under the pool system,
the bakers having formed a co-operative ecom-
pany for the purpose, The wvehicles in use,
apart from feeder trocks, are principally horse-
drawn, proenred from various sourees, and the
matter of bringing them to o satisfactory
stundard is at  present receiving  abteniion,
Considerable diffieulty has been experienced in
securing the necessary materials, but two men
are now engaged in omaking and  renovating
vehicles, and an early improvement is sxpected,

Condemned  Foods—The  following  foods
were found to be unfit for human consumption
andd were destroved by mutual consent ;—

ewt, qr. b,

Fish fi b 0
Janm ] 1 T
Cherries i 0 3
Tinmed soup ] 0 23

Tatal T 1] 7]

Labelfing.—In the eourse of inspections, a
number of improperly or insufficiently labelled
foods and poisons wers encountered. Az these
were packed elsewhere than in the distriet the

facts were rveported o head offiee for eorrec-
tion,  Eighteen unofficial samples of serated
waters, prineipally froit drinks and prm':umd
from various sources, were  forwarded
analvsiz, and action was subsequently taken tl:l
correet any fanlts or extravagant m# in the
labels,

Toowoemba  Show —The usual supervision
was exercised over the produetion and sale of
foodstuffa at the Toownomba nils on
the oecasion of the annual show, As a result
of preliminary inspeetions, the majority of food
booths fulfilled requirements prior to engaging
in business, and the week passed with only
minor corrections having to be made.  The dust
nuisanes was severe, and some will
be necessary to the main dining hall to counter-
act it if farther shows are to be staged on thess
grounds,

Wine Fegulations—Following the
copditions of wine mnnufﬂnﬂl:uru in the t.lm
thorpe district, regulations were
during the year to provide for a mm
dard of hrgiene in tll-:e manufactire of wine for
sale.

Poizong and Dangerons Dhveigs —Inspections
were  made at all chemists® F:hn poisons
dealers, and stores throngheont the distriet to
emsure the safe storage and correct sale of
poisons  and drogs, and the keeping of the
necessary records, A nmmber of more
eommon Sehedule 1. and 11, poisons were found
in the stocks of stores not cligible to sell these
lines, and snitable aetion was taken 1o stop this
practice.

Chemists generally were found to be obsery-
ing the requirements of the Poisons Regnlations
eoncerning the keeping of proper records, and
the eancellation or forwarding of preseriptions.
In two cases where chemists were not fulfilling
their obligntions in this regard offleial warnings
were isaned by the Department,

Iiring the vear an investigation was made
into  the dangerons drug transactions of a
medieal practitioner, and a full of the
findings was forwarded for consideration by the
Dhivector-General.

SUMMARY OF PROSECUTIONS.

Date, Placs, Change. Fine. Costa Analysls Fee.
1047 — £ = o £ w o £ r d.
1ith Dﬁ?;_'h_tr . | Warwick Adulterated milk 81 M o o0 o 8B 0 1 1 0
19th April .. Warwick No tap covors : 200 o8 0 P
1ith April .. . | Warwick Unprotooted cans .. 200 o 4 0 i x
18th April .. oo | Warwick Mo nama and address 1 0 0 o 6 0 o
Totals I8 0 o 1 4 0 | BRS Tor|
Total fines aml costs £17 Ga.
ROCKHAMPTON =2UB-OFFICE. Larcom, Mt, Morgan, Moura, Nagoorin, ﬂmﬂlﬂ’
Foml and Dieng inspections continmed to he Port Alma, Raglan, Rannes, Ileston, :

v of staff,

Townships beyond headguarters area visited
were :—Anakie, Bajool, Baralaba, Barealdine,
Berajondo, Biloela, Blackall, Blackwater, Blair
Athal, i‘lluﬁ Bororen, Buuklnrmmhe Bull}'ﬂl:l.
Jiurun Lallmpt' Capells, Clermont, Comet,
Cracow, Dingo, Duaringa, [Dululu, Emerald
Fmun Pari:. Gladstone, Gogango, Gmm«-&n
Gracemere, fracombe, Isisford, Jambin,
Jericho, Jundah, Enl.-rn, Keppel B.nndu_ Kokio-
tungn, ];:rtiﬂ:mrvr-. Longreach, Lowmead, Many
Peaks, Marlborongh, Marmor, Miriam "iull.- Mi.

limited in many respects by inndequacy

dale, RKobyvale Elllphlre Spring=nre, S‘hma-
i:rngwc Tambao, ’I‘hmg 'i'hmd:-re, The Caves,
The |{ ings, Toeal, Uinhu Westwood, Win-
dorah, Wownn, "i"aa.mba and Yeppoon,

Resnltant legal prncmd!m and other matters
necessitated visits to some of the above on more
than one oceagion.  Total number of visits
made wos 112, Distances travelled on country
inspection tours alone totalled 9722 miles, In
addition om  assistant luswmr wlo  was
attached to the sub-offiec for a period of three
months, travelled 310 miles on inspection visits
to near conntry towns.
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ches of the Regulations detected in - this
were mostly of a minor nature and
- miginterpretation of the Regnlations.
chemist conducting a dispensary in
pton. who failed to heed warnings was
1 against in the court in t 1o
ez of ““The Poisons Hegulations of
lating to dangerous drengs. A con-
was seenred on each charge and fines
totalling £9 182, were impaosed.

43

~ Several licensed poisons dealers were warned
regarding minor breaches of the Regulations,
Unlicensed dealers found to be handling certain
speeified poisons were required to  take out
licenses or discontinne dealing in such poisons,
One dealer who eonzistently failed to renew his
Ticense when due was procecded against and a
convietion secared. Fine amd costs imposed
amounted to £4 T8,

ProspouTioxs vxoer CToe Heavon Acrs, 1937 o MG

Date. Plaoo. Nature of Offance. Fine, Costs,
£ a d £ a d.
. | Blackall .- | Mille, adulterated . | 130 0 LT O
] . | Bum, sdulterated Ipl.i.un i s ; g g g’ E i
(Lo Dangerous drug, prosar bt ored i
« | Bockhamnpton | Dangerons drug, purchase of, not recorded I 00 it 6 o
Dangerons drug, sale of, not recorded i 30 0 08 o
Emperabd . | Bum, adulterated Bip e 70 0 L7 D
e Blair Athol . | Poisons, sobd without license 3 0 0 L7 0
- : Milk, adultorated B L 15 0 0 | B
e . | Rockhampton Milk, adultoratod E 0 0 157 0
Yoppoon .o | MK, waed uncer lic B i e I 00 06 o
€ Yeppoon . Hﬂk.mhhwi:hmmulumdmpmlmmi T 0 0 0 6 o
Totals .. B3 0 0 1z 0

Grand Total T4z 0

MACKAY SEUB-OFFICE.

i this period inspections were carried
bakehouses, cafes, hotels, cordial works,

shops, mixed stores, wholesale ware-

&e., in the city of Mackay, North

Mirani, Proserpine, DBowen, and

2 general sanilary conditions of the
ses were found to he satisfactory, but in
;| eeg  structural alterations  would

: bly im eonditions; these cannot
rried out becanse of shortage of materials.

‘standard of eleanliness and protection of

nffs was maintained.

—Twenty-eight milk samples wers
itted for analysis. Two samples eontained
er cent. added water and a third 8.3 per
. added water. In the latter instance the
~of adulteration was traced to the
supplier (a dairy farmer), whose milk
equently sampled and found to eontain
cent. added water. Legal proceedings
tituted against the supplier, who was
and fined £20, together with £1 7=
previons eonviction being proved,

struetions  were  issued  to several new
8 to bring their vehicles into complinnee
e Regulations,

e request of the city Medical Officer (Dr.
th) unofficial milk samples were

for the eleanliness test from two dairies

¢ district and submitted to the districet

| laboratory for examination. These were
to be up to standard.

houses—Routine inspections of bake-
and bread delivery wvehicles were made
e to time and they were found to be in
and sanitary condition. Bakers are
ing diffienlty in obtaining paper for the
g of bread, but have endeavoured to
with this regulation as small supplies
available from time to time.

Cordial Works—Visits were made to these
factories and eonditions found to be satisfactory.
An order izsned to provide a syrap room at one
faetory has sinee been complied with after over-
tures had been made to the Bureau of Induostry
for a permit for the supply of material,

Iee Cream Subsfitufe~A complaint that a
commodity being nsed as a substitute for iee
cream was being sold in shops and cafes was
investigated, but eould not be substantiated,

Liguor Testing—Liquor testing and ins
tion of bars at hotels in Maekay and amﬁf&
were earried ont during the period nnder review.
General sanitary conditions were found satis-
factory. Samples of brandy obtained from a
hotel at Proserpine were submitted for analysis
and found to be slightly below standard. In
this instance the licensee was cautioned,

Glassavashing  Apparatus—Notices  were
gerved on fifteen hotels in Mackay ecity to install
mechanical glass-washing apparatus in  their
bars, to conform with Regulation 92 (19) of
“The Food and Drug Regulations, 1939.'" To
date several hotels have installed approved
machines in accordanee with the notice issued.

Ousownd  Foods—Inspections  at  wholesale
warehouses and other premises resulied in the
withdrawal from =ale of a considerable quantity
of foodstuffs on account of their being unfit for
human consumption. A proportion of these
Toodsiuffs was obtained from southern States,
All unsound stocks were destroyed under super-
vision and the nsual certificates issued. The total
stock destroved amounted to 19 tons 9 ewt. 2 qr.
17 1h. 7 oz, for which an itemised list is shown
below,

Poisons.—Inspections were earried out  at
wholesale and retail stores of poisons and any
minor faults adjusted. Tovs were examined
for prohibited metals and paints.

During May, 1948, an official truck was
allotted to this district, which will faecilitate
inspections within the suburban arves az well as
at small vutlying centres,
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Confectionery—1. 010 packets {no weight availabls)

TOWNSVILLE sUB-OFFICE,

Hotels—Under this heading 4 inspections
were made within the city area, such inspections
heing on aceount of a general check and in some
instanees a5 o result of complaints.

Spirits exposed for zale in licensed premises
were tested periodieally through the year, the
number visited for such purpose being 33
Results of tests failed to reveal any instance of
adulteration,

The recent amendment of Regulation 92 (14)
of “* The Food and Drags Begulations of 19397
which provides for the installation of mechanical
glags-washing apparatus with hot-water unit
attached has been acted upon to the extent of
notices having heen served on 18 licensess. Four
hotels had installed approved tvpes of these
machines prior to the serving of notices, six
others have placed definite orders for the supply,
whilst the remainder have not yvet decided npon
which partienlar tvpe to purchase.

In all instances licensees favour the modern
types of glass-washers and have signified their
intention to ecopernte,

Milks—8ixteen official samples of milk were
purchased and submitted to the Government
Analyst for analysis,. With the exception of
one, which was found upon analysizs to be
deficient in tofal solids and fat, all were Toumd
to eomply with the vequived standard.  These
samples were drawn from wholesalers, stroot
vendors, and cafes. Processed milk from the
Tablelands continues to predommate in Towns-
ville, where it is bottled and distribnted throngh-
out the city, Latest figures disclose that the
approximate weekly guantity reseived from the
Tablelands is 12,250 gallons; of this amount
about 1000 gallons is botiled daily and the
remainder is sold in bolk 1o vendors,

It i= the mtention of a milk company in the
near foture to bring unlreatm! milk Trom
Malanda to Townsville. where it will be pastenr-

ised and bottled. Work in connection with the
new factory is well advaneed and provision is
heing made to install an approved pastenrisation
plant as scon as possible,

Prosecutions—I proceedi which had
been instituted in the preceding financial year
against a milk vendor, for having earried water
on a milk vehicle, were eompleted, the defendant
being convieted and fined £1 with 65 eosts of
SOl

derated Waler and  Cordial  Foclories—
Periodieal inspections of this class of business
revealed the fact that there is a general tendency
to replace old plant with modern equipment in
all factories, whilst one entirely new f has
heen ponstroeted on a new site in lien of one
which had reached a stage of being no longer
siitable Tor sueh purposs,

One hondred and one wnoflicial samples of
acrated waters and cordials were submitted for
analygis, These were as  follows =—Townsville
manufacturers, 38 samples; Charters Towers
manufacturers, 24 samples; Ingham manufae-
turers, 22 samples; Halifax mannfacturers, 11
samples; Winton manufacturers, 6 samples.

Resulta  of analyses  revealed nomerous
breaches of the labelling reguirements and in
one instance gross adulteration of cordials; five
official samples of these cordials have been pur-
chased and the report of the analyst is awaited,
Action has been taken to have other labelling
breaches reetified.

Faetories have been inspected o all towns

visited and the standard found to Ira generally
satisfactory.

Bokeries—A new variety of bread appearved
om the loeal market during the vear under vary-
ing descriptions—eg. **Starch Redueed” and
“Starehless Bread,”  Seven unofficial samples
were  Forwarded for analysis as to general
standard and aptness of deseription. The
majority of the samples justified the deserip-
tion **Starch Reduweed® but in two instanees
action was taken 1o prohibit the usage of the
term ‘‘Starchless."

Conditions under which bread is being mann-
fnetured have heen found satisfactory ; one sub-
standard bakery has been vaeated and a new
properly eonstrocted boilding has been opensd.

afes—Striet supervision has been exercised
over all local eafes and no major breaches of
the regulations were ohserved. Verhal instrue-
tions have sufficed in all but two instanees to
remedy minor defeets and the notiees served
subsequently in each of these cases qmekli;'
hrought the desired result,

Food Delivery  Vehioles—Supervision  has
also been exereised over all elasses of food
delivery vehicles. The standard of vehieles at
present in use is greatly improved over that
tolerated during the war wyears and no com-
plaints. have heen received in this respect,

tFeneral—In addition to the above, general
supervision has been exercised over all classes
of food manufacturing, handling and storage
thronghont the year, and where defects were
noted necessary action was taken to have them
rectified.
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Flowr,

A nomber of bread and cake flours were
examined, Early in the wyear the flonr was
mostly weak Southern flonr with an average wet
gluten content of 23 per cent., but over the last
six months it has been stronger Queensland flour
with a wet gluten eontent of abont 85 per cent,
Nome of the samples examined was chlorine-
bleached. The sale of chlorine-bleached flour is
prohibited in Queensland. Such flour has been

toxie to dogs, and in the present state
of knowledge it would be unwise to assume that
it has no deleterious action on man.
Meat.

Preservative in Minced MWeat,—OF 25 legal
BAI of mineed meat examined, 18 contained
¢ presevvative, in contravention of the
s,

Btruvite in Canned Crayfish.—A sample of
eanned crayfish suspected of containing glass
was found free of glass, but contained innumer-
able small glass-like erystals of magnesinm
ammonium phosphate (struvite), and was eon-
demned ag o deteriorated foodsinfl.

. The geenrrence of struvite in canned shrimps
wag recorded by Pureell and Hickey in 1920
(Ana 192247-16) amd it occearrence in
, d salmon by Jumes at a later date { Analysi
19493-58-223) .

Latminegeend o ** Phosphoreseen! ™ Lobsler—
Following the food poisoning of a number of
i a specimen of lobster was examined. Tt
was luminous in the dark owing to the presence
of Inminons miero-organisms, Also, it was partly
decomposed. The trouble was associated with
the putrefactive hacteria present, and not with
the lnminous micro-organisms, Laminons eooked
lobster is fairly common, and although a
deteriorated  foodstuff = not  considered
idangerons to health,

““Dynamited” Fish.—A sample of mullet was
submitted for an opinion whether explogive shoek
was the canse of death. It showed no abnoermal
features. Fish killed by explosive ghock exhibit
eertain  characteristics—physical rather  than
ﬂumlm]—mnh a5 air bladder disruption, but it

45 usually diffieult to get sufficiently conclusive
niﬂunm for prosecution purposes. Solid control
work is essential and it is intended in the coming
Fear to earry out some such work, in association
with an ichthyologist and pumbl} a pathologist.

Stabilisers in Tee Oream,

Most of the iee cream samples examined con-

formed with the standard in milk fat content.

huwarer, contained a trace of a chemical
iser, the presence of which is not officially
pmnma&

It is eommon practice in the tmdr, both in
Australin and oversens, to add to ice eream, in
addition to gelatine, small proportions, usually
01 to 0.2 per cent., of chemical stahilisers,

commonest of which are glyeeryl monoe stearate
or laurate, sodium alginate and moethyl callulose,
These substances prevent the ervstallisation of
ive particles and give that fine smooth texture
to the iee eream so popular with the consuming
publie.

To cover modern practice, some addition to
the present standard wonld appear NECERSATY,
and 1t is suggested that, in addition to relatine,
the use of sodium alginate be permitted in
proportion not excoeding 0.15 parts per centum,

Coal-tar Dyes in Lollies.

A nmumber of highly eoloured confections,
mastly of the boiled lolly type, were examined
for dye contemt. Several of the colours were
present in exeess of the 2 grains per pound
permitted. The excessive nse of coal-tar dves in
fonds, more especially in sweets and soft drinks,
consumed largely by children, should not be
tolerated, and consideration mnst soon he given
to further restricting the nse of such dyes as
food cnlonrs

Soft Drmmks from Cowntry Cenfros,

Of the 366 samples of soft drinks examined,
333 smmples were from eountry eentres, mnelud-
ing Cairns, Townsville, Rockhampton, Charters
Towers, Gayndah, Roma, Mundubbera, Charle-
ville, Ipswich, Mackay, Southport, Clifton,
Nermont, Coolangatta, Bundaberg, Dalhy,
Monto and Tara.

The drinks showed little difference in com-
position, quality, or variety from those obtain-
able in Brisbane. [t is strange, but unfortunately
true of this rich froit-growing State of ours,
that the shops in both town and eounfry have
their shelves laden with imitation froit drinks,
with the gpennine froit drinks more often than
not eonspicnous by their absence,

Cider.

The several brands of cider on the marker
were examined, and with the exeeption of one
sample, which contained 2 per cent, proof spirit,
the smples were alecholic liquids having an
average proof spirit content of 10 per cent.,
being  somewhat stronger than  beer, which
averages 8 per cent. proof spirit.

Cider for centuries has been regarded as a
spirituons drink, but of recent vears there has
hean a growing tendency oversess to define the
unfermented apple juice as sweet cider and the
fermented juice as hard or dry cider,

There would appear to be no necessity to
follow this practice, and it is suggested that the
name ' Cider”” should be applied only to the
fermented apple juice eontaining more than 2
per eent, proof spirit,

Vitamin € in Quecnsland Qranges,

A number of oranges grown in this State were
examined relative to composition of juice and
the resnlis obtained are ountlined mn Table X,

i TABLE X.
Charters
Maontvilla | Gayndah. | Towers. Koah. | Montville. | Montville. | Montvills.
Late. Late Late Late Lats
Valentin. | Valentin, | Valentio. | Valentin, | Valentin, | Joppa. Naval,
Augaat, E:r. A Er. g Outobor. | Oetobeor. May. My
4 HE ] B8 LR 11-3 B i1
14 13 (1] 13 14 0 12
020 03 (LR LIRS (20 024 =027
LR 000E LR (LR LU L) (014 LRI
1000 A AL 00 LR Siti-0ip G004 G2}
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Commerce and Agricillire,

Nine hundred and twenty-six samples were
examined for the Federal Department of Come
meree and Agriculture, mostly in connection
with export standards,

Considerable experimental work was earried
ont in an endeavour to differentiate between the
washed and the unwashed epg. The keeping
guality of an egg is markedly affected by wash-
ing, and eges for export must not be washed.

Other Departnents and Public,

A Turther 232 samples were examined for the
Australinn Xoavy, the public, and for other State
Departments, ontside Healith and Home Affairs,
This work eovered a wile field, from the com-
parative rating of ice creams for the State Store-
keeper to an examination of human milk for a
Maternal and Child Welfare Centre.

SecTion 2,
TOXICOLOGY, RIDCHEMIETRY AND INDUSTRIAL
HYGQIENE,
I. I.. B. HenpErsox, B.Se., AACIL, Oficer in
Charge ;
M. J. Guyoes, 3.8, Senior Analyst, Division I1.
Industrial Hygiene has been transferred from
Section 3 to Section 2, with AL J. Guyder as the
officer responsible for the analyvtieal work.
The total number of specimens subiitted for
exnmination was 1,354,

Police Department

Submissions from this Department numbered
229, of which 1582 were connected with post
mortem examinations, Poisons found imeluded
strychnine (2), arsenic (2), cyanide (2), ehloral
hydrate (1), aconiting (1), and barbituric acid
or derivatives (5). Negative resulls acconnted
for the balance,

The ineidenee of selfadministered barbiiurie
acid or derivatives of this acid was higher than
nsual due no doubt to the widespread clinical
use of this drog, and possible ignoranes in cors
tain cases of its effect in overdosage, Attention
las heen focussed on this poison by recent pub.
licity i the press, and the knowledge that death
is painless may also contribute to its inereasced
nze in snicide. Under the Poisons Regolations,
barbiturie acid and its derivatives are restricted
drugs, only available on medieal preseriptions.
Fuarther restrictions on such useful drogs would
appear io be unjustified, bot limitations of the
number of tablets available at any one tine maght
rediee their dangerous misuse,

A mumber of animal poisonings were also
investigated, one case involving the loss of cattle
worth several hondeed pounds, due 1o an
unlaballed tin containing an  avsenical  liguid
heing thrown into a drinking trough by troant
children. The careless keeping, handling, and
use of poisons, all too prevalent in country dis-
tricts, often leads to loss of life, both luman
and animal, Poisons which must be labelled in
gecordance with the Poisons Regulations should
be kept in their original conlainers in a safe
and seenre place, exelusively appropriated for
such use, Only in emergéneies should poisons
he placed in other adegquately Inbelled recep-
tacles, and care should be exercised to return
unnsed residues to the original bulk, followed
by deep burial or other effective disposal of the
contaminated eontainers.

A ense involved a person who, in mistake for
medicine, drank a liniment containing aconitine,
one of the most toxie of the alkaloids, and sue-
cumbed shortly afterwards. The liniment had
been correctly dispensed in a ' poisons’ botile
but the aceident raises the question as to whether
the public is sufeiently aware of the significance
of the “‘poisons” bottle with its dark-blue, dark-
green, or dark.-brown glass and prominent points
or ribs of sufficient number to render it so dis-
tinguishable even on handling in the dark,

In amother case, a mixture of sulphur and
golden syrup taken by & mother and child cansed
gavere vomiting. The sulphur was found to be
confaminated with a small proportion of copper
sulphate. 1t was contained in an elled serew-
capped jar, & familiar type of container in use
for foodstuffs, and doubtless the mixture had
been prepared as a hortienltural dust.  This
emphasizes the risk attached to the earcless nse
of Foodstuff containers as receptacles for harmful
substances, a practice which cannot be too
strongly eondemned.

Other samples submitted inelnded drogs (5],
dog baits (2), abortion exhibits (5}, aleoholie
liguids (9}, waters (2}, opinm (11}, foodstnffs
(2, and miseellancons (8],

Specimens forwarded from the Senior Medical
Offieer, Rabanl, included several pieces of a vine,
provisionally identificd either as Awodendron
paniculatus or Parsonsio burnensis, the in
of the juice having cansed the death of two
natives, Aquesus extracts of the hark and soft.
wood were extremely toxie to guinea pigs, and
further experimental work carried out El:!:hﬁﬂﬂ
of the School of Physiology, University eof

Queensland, disclosed the presenee of a cardiae

glugoside, The vine belongs to the botanical
Family  Apocyanacens, which includes the
pisonons plants Oleander and thus.
ther plants associnted with poisoning cases
were the thorn apple (Dafura sframoniem) and
the finger cherry {Rhadomyrius macrocarpa),
the latter frequently but inexpli
paralysis of the optic nerve, often by
permanent blindness, 4

Riochemistry,

The following table indicates the nature
significance, and number of speeimens submitted
bw the Department of Health, hospitals, and
medical practitioners:—

Nature of Specimen amnd Number of
Blood and ‘or urine for aleohos, cther and for
Urine for load, moreury, mangansse, &o, 172

Urine, hair amd /or nails for arsenio. . - EL]
Miscollanoous .. v e [Tk

Total s
The miscellaneous sprcimens ineluded drugs,

ointmonts, facces, lungs, stomach washouts, and

blood for eliloride, cholesterol, and urie acid.

On two occasions in the past attention hag
been divected to the baneful results of eating
the mushroom Paonceolus ovatus, A further cose
of poisoning by this fungus came to the know-
ledge of the laboratory in June, The vietims
fntﬁ:-red the mushrooms at Cush's Crossing, 12
miles from Brishane. This is the first labora-
tory record of the ocenrrence of the mushroom
within the Greater Brisbane aren, and in the

s i el e

|
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Entumir of the publie it is thought advisable
record that the nnnsnal 1NE ACCOTANY-
;) ion pass off within 24 hours after the
out leaving any harmful effects.
the effects—pupils widely dilated,
fusion, light hal l.:.cmntmm {eoloured
following on the initial feeling of
ay engender shock to thuq.e. ignorant
anexpected reactions.

in [rine.—A suggestion has been
mereury may be associated with the
¢ in  children known as “Pink
" and the assistance of the laboratory
tht by interested members of the medical
on in the determination of the mereury
Qi urine,  Specimens from normal
and sofferera of the disease have heen
for examination, In this connection
of note that certain popular
7 pnwde‘ra contain calomel, a compound

Tudustrial Hygienes,

ination of 697 specimens of dust and 31
pous items were earried ot

e officer associnted with industrial hygiene
eoalmines, sugar-mills, foundries, quar-
and wool stores at Brishane, Rockhampton,
l.m:ough Innisfail, Howard, Ogmore, and
linsv Dust, ventilation, and possible
[ ‘hazards from gases, fwmes, and
8 were the prineipal subjects for examina-

BecTion 3.
MINERALOGY, METALLURGY, EXPLOSIVES,

V. R. Coxpita, B.8e, AACL, Officer

Charge; D, Marnens, M.Se, AACL,
ﬂgﬂaﬁhrﬂnal:ﬂ, Division II T. R. LowTH,
Ep.,.a.a.ﬂ.l Analyst; F. Espace, Cadet,
s Examined : 2,467

i lahlu shows the sources of work done by
and the number of samples from

|.I|I|

MNumbser of
Sarmples.
(k3
1,203
128
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tory facilities have been provided for
Officer of the Forestry Depart-
about two and a-half years. During
the Forestry Department completed
boratory and in April this officer was
move in and eontinue his investigations
problems in the new gquarters,

the eomplation of their own labora-
* egory  terrace, lnboratory facilities
made available to the Powell Duffryn
Ltd., for analytieal work associated
mrear of Queensland eoalfields.

Ihe
the h{mu riment, ineluding the
Oﬁm t’ bgm

aff i.u the total number nf umplﬂa

nes Department and Geslogical Survey
partment,

This to some extent has been offset by the
increased amount of work required on sooh
samples ag eoal, clay, beach =ands, and tin
coneentriates,

The greater proportion of the work, however,
was in assaving ores of gold, silver, lead,
copper, manganese, ting, and other minerals,

The large number of clays examined (87
samples) indicates renewed activity in  the
search for alternative raw materials for build-
ing supplies. Most of the elays were found to
be suitable for brick and tile manufacture.
Home eontained pyrites, gypsum, or soluble
salts, which adversely affect the brick or tile
during drying or firing operations,

In some cases elays weres subjecsted to fire
:fhj:k to determine their suitability for fire
ricks.

In econneetion with coal, fests carried out
ineluded—calorific  value; pmmmam analysis ;
sulpliur nitrogen determination ; fusion point uf
ash ; analysis of ash; washability tests,

Other Departmends,

The work involved consultation as well as
examination of a diversity of samples snch as
conerete, building sand, aboriginal weapon, flue
dust, =tecls, bearing metals. alloys, bore deposits,
refractories  and  insulating  materials, mine
water, paint, brake fluid and brake caps, and
am

Some material taken from a bore was found
to consist principally of black iron sulphide
with rust, The action of water carrying traces
of sulphuretted hydrogen upon pulverised rust
probably affords an explanation for the acenmu-
lation of 5 1b. of sulphide material above the
pump plunger in twelve months,

An examination of corroded radio equipment
showed the presence of metal nitrates,

Areing had oceurred between the aluminium
alloy condenser plates with generation of nitrie
oxide and oxzone from the air. The extent and
hard natare of the fused and partially fused
alomina blebs on the surface of one condenser
plate indicated that sparking had been severe
and practically instantaneous over a large sur-
faee,

The nitro ester paints examined were found
to be free from lead and benzene, These paints
were suggested for ontside nse with application
by brush.

The low pigment eontent and nature of the
high volatile vehicle (ethyl and butylacetates
with petrol) favour spray-gun work rather than
brush work, in which ilftlllﬁ and streaking will
OEEIT B A result of rapid drying unless ample
plasticiser be present.

Erplosives,
During February the first Auwstralian and
New d I].l}llfﬂr&llw of Chief Inspectors of

Explosives was held in Melbourne, The eon-
ference oeenpied ten days, and in addition to
formal meetings vigits were paid to the fuse fae-
tory of Nobel (Australasia) Pty. Lid, and the
pxplosives reserve condueted by the Vietorian
Explosives Departuent, at Altona. A practical
demonstration  covering the use of a free-
running  explosive  was condueted at  Reid
Brothers' quarry, where 600 Ib. of this explos-
sive was used to dislodge a large gquantity of
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basalt. Free.running explosive is nol as yet
authorised for impertation into Queensland;
however, the demonstration disclosed that its
use in large mining ventures has distinet possi-
Lilities, The conference was of particular value
in presenting to the delegates the various aspeets
of explosive comtrol in the States and New
Zealand, and a move towards general uniformity
of eontrol iz anticipated, although each State
has its own peculiar set of conditions preventing
complete  agreement  on uniformity. One
definite onteome of the eonference was the pro-
posal that the uniform control of fireworks he
adopted as far as possible as a genieral prineiple
by the States and New Zealand. In furtherance
of this, it was indieated that by Statutory Rale
Mo, 169 of 1'M6 amending the Customs (Pro-
hibited Twmports) Regulation, **The Importa-
tion of Fireworks into o particular State shall
e subject to the law in foree in that State.'
This throws on each State the onus of passing
fireworks for importation. Any saeh importa-
tions which do not conform to State Regulations
will be prohibited by the Customs authorvities
in that Btate. Under such circumsianees,
uniformity of control by the States is a desidera-
tum, In secordance with the present position,
M eases of imported fireworks were examined
in the laboratory,

Samples examined : 1,293,

IxpusTRisL Exriosives IMPORTED INTO QUEENSLAND
DUEING THE YEAR EXDED d0rm Jowe, 1948,

- Ausirallan, | Overseas.
266 '
w ﬁignm 8N, .. 2,496 i
Ee i
ﬁﬂ B g5
A.H gﬂl]gmu "' I!In[l w 481 i
Qe i T
n};g igdyn 8. 2,161
foL]
pumiw D
36,278 10
B Awstralian, | Ovrerseas.
Foed. Foot.
No. 8 detonators .. 12000, 000 -
Elsctric dotonnstors No. 6 x 727 . 280,000 | 35, 000
Electrie detonators No. 6 x 120" | L5, 0o(e i
Elsctric detonnators Hc- ix H-I‘ i 14,0k
Blue fuse .. 8,788, 800 o
Flastic cordiex e 118, B0
Condemned Explopives—Nil.
Licences }u Faree.
= 181d-47 164548
Bulk magazine i il
Fetail magnzine 403 E L]
Tackarock .. 1 1

Truck luspection.

Inspections were made of motor trucks taking |

delivery of explosives at Roma Street Station
wopils yards.

With the advent of the railway strike (Feb.
roary-AMarch), emergency transport of explosive
from the Dakabin magazine was effected by
motor trock,

Bubjeet to elearance from this Department,
a road permit was issued by the Transport Com-

mission, and in the cvent of o:-_mogdln[
1 ton mplmwe a police escort was provided by

the Poliee Department (Traffic Branch) in the
Lmgier roads,

The cosperation was mueh appreciated,

1.

i

Surplus Ay Esplosives,

During the year T.N.T. ammonal, wet gun
cotton, anti-tank mines, Enngnlore torpedoes,
black powder, primers, and primacord were
transferred from the Dinmore army mmﬂnt
to the Main Roads Commission magazine um
Hervieston, via Darra,

In January, responsibility for safety pre-
cautions was undertaken during the road move-
ment of anti-tank mines containing the equiva-
lent of about 74 toms (short) TUN.T, from the
army magazine at Wallangarra to a site on the
Western Creek Forvestry Heserwve, in the Mill-
MErTan Area.

These explosives are to be wsed by the Depart-
ment of Irvigation and Water Supply in the
prepavation of earth water dams along stock
romtes, A suecessful experimental shot pre-
pared by the Main Roads Commission l.ni.u.t
about 12 tons of explosives was fired at a ni‘hl 1
near Inglewood on the 1st August, 1947,

On the 23rd April, 1948, two a
from the Department were associa with
officers from the Main Roads Commission im
combating a bush fire in the SBerviecton area.
The burning of a break some distance to -
west eliminated any danger to the mags
there.

Magu:mn for E‘sptom

at Brishane, and all conformed with the 3'.'
lations.

Conferences were arranged with uﬁm!
the Coordinator-General, Railway, and Lands
Departments to discuss and inspect sites at
Waeol, Gailes, and Narangba for a new Govern-
ment mm:ina to replace the one at Dakabin,

Infamumable Liguids.

The greater proportion of the werk for th
publie is represented by examination of tankers
fuel oil tanks, and bulk petrol tank wagons, fq
determine the presenee of toxie or dangerous
proportions of inflammable gas prior to entry
for cleaning or repairs,
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dusty job was carried out by a sofficient num-
ber of men to set up a dost in large amounts
the result was disastrons. Certainly in very few
cases have employing bodies done mnch to miti-
gate potential dust hazards. If some of our
seeondary industries, which in some prosess or
another ereate a dangerous dost, develop in a
large way without at the same time undergoing
a change of attitude towards the prevention of
dust disease in industry, then the stage would
be set for trouble in this regand. Fortunately
those firms, with some exceptions, which have
reasonably large plant are progressive in this
regard, for usnally they are able to employ good
engineering bhrains that keep them abreast of
overseas developments in workshop cleanliness
and dust mitigation, but the small workshop,
which is the most eommon in Queensland, is
usnally owned by a “‘practical man’ whoss
engineering vision dees not extend beyond rule
of thumb methods which he learnt as a vouth,
Snch men, though highly estimable eitizens, are
peor subjeets to persuade to adopt new technical
and health conceptz, Luckily the small work-
shop usually has its potentially dangerous dusty
processes in sueh a small way that only minor
hazards are present,

In mining, dust in the metalliferons side is
now well contro’led; in our eoal pitz the nature
of the seams is such that dust hazards are
minimal. As mentioned in a previeus report,
one field had allegedly produeed a large number
of eages of pneumonokoniosis, but sinee then this
matter has been thoroughly investigated, and
in practically all these cases the original diag-
noses were faulty. By and large, however, our
freedom from a serious ineidence of pulmonary
dust disease is more a matter of good luck than
good management, and should certainly not be
n matier for complacency,

Caemican, Hazarps,

Though from time to time patients are seen,
alleged to be suffering from the sffects of some
chemical hazard or another, in actoal fact lead
is the only chemieal toxin of any importance
enconntersd.  Thers have been one or two cascs
of arsenicism during the period in question, bat
vory little else. There again, this state of affairs
is due to the almost complete absence of ehemical
tertinry indunstey in Queensland and iz not doe
to preventive measures. Indeed, a tragic hap-
pening with ecarbon bisulphide nsed as a fumi.
gant, resulting in fome deaths, showed that thers
wag very little control, if any, exercised over sueh
dangerous substances,

IxpvsTRiaL DERMATITIS,

Skin diseases due to oceupational canses of
varying kinds continue to be the most common
of the compensatable diseases: a great part of
this could be prevented, but the preventative
measures are of such a nature that to he sue.
cessful they mmst be routinely and earefully
practised every day of their working lives by
each employes exposed. Tn most cases sueh a eon-
stant regimen is bound to failure unless enfored
twice daily by the shop foreman. In these days
of plentiful emplovment, foremen seem loath to
try enforcing anything very much. The prae-
tice in some few factories of presenting each
employee with a jar of harrier cream and telling
him to use it, without attempting to foree him
to do =0, is 50 much waste of time and good
barrier ¢ream,

ACCIDENTS,

Aceidents, of ecourse, remain the
sourec of oceupational absenteeism and Ar
Much the same remarks as were written
industrial skin disease can be writien on the
subject of accident prevention, which in th
main boils down to eonstant eare and enth
giasm by employer and um;ﬂﬂ alike, TUn
such time as employers are insi
preminms in aceordance with their indivi
aceident rates and not in aceordance with
mean struck in each ind there will be
improvement in the State’s industrial ac
incidence. The greatest single faetor leadir
greatly impro discase and aecident pr
tion in  Ameriean industry has been
method of workers' compensation insu
whereby the premiom is based on resolts,

until such time ns emp rid themsel
the delightfully naive idea that accident pn
vention is something meant for the boss alons

any anti-accident campaign be dow

to failure.
Wen's Disgaze anp “Scrus’™ TyPmus.

During the year a visit was made fo the
coastal area beiween Ingham and Cairns, ang
among other things the workings of the A
Weil's Discase Campaign was seen at first h
and the ineidence of serub and all
fevers among serub entters timber wor!
was also investigated. Rat infestation, fo
ing a bountiful season, is heavy, and it may
well be that if rain falls in any great amoun]
during the present crushing scnson cases
Weils Disease will be more numerous
they have been for some time. ]
of typhus fever are ocen in origin,
during the last summer have renched a b
incidence than wsual. T consider that a
of preventative measures could lessen
disease to some extent at any rate, and a
has been submitted setting ot
tions towards that end,

CoMBULTANTS. =

During the year approval was granted for
the appointment of two part-time consult
The serviees of the consultant in dermatol
Dr. G, narelli—were used on several o
sions, hoth for field work and for patient o
sultation, and such services have v
helpful. It is expected that the consultant
ophthalmology—Dr, J. G. Gibson—will
a like serviee in this coming finaneial year,
K. Uhd, radiologist to the Brisbane Ge
Hospital, has continued to give invalnahle
in the reading of X.rays and in other matter
radiologieal.

T I T

Reguramons, &o. N

Az the result of initiating action by this see-

tion, preliminary discussions are being

with the appropriate Government on

desirability of recommending legislation eo
ing the following:—

(1) Certain lead trades:

periodical compulsory . g

tions. 3
(2) Diving and caisson work: Adoption
of the 8.A.A. code on these subjects
as compulsory regnlations,
(3} The control of carbon bisulphide and
other dangerous fumigants, 3
Thanks to co-operation during the r from
officers of the Factory Inspectorate, quite a num.
ber of minor health hazards have been remedied,
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been favourably commented upon by matrons
and sisters of the hospitals to which they have
gpone s pupils,  There iz no doubt of the value
of this work as a pre-nursing training,

Graduation ceremonies for suceessful students
wers Iw.l:i at the Home in December, 1947, and
June, 1848, at both of which the certificates
WP prescnh.-r] by the Minister for Health amd
ilome Affairs, the Hon. A, Jones, M.LA.,
and attended by the Director-General of Health
amd Medieal Serviees and the Under Secretary
for Health and Home Affairs.

MarTernaL axp Comp WeLFArRE HoME,
ToowoosBA.

This Home, which, owing to extreme staff
shortage at the time of its opening, had not
functioned properly until May, 1947, was
earried on during the yvear for its appnmt-e:l‘]
purpose—the specialised care and attention of
babies, with or without their mothers who
through some problem of feeding or manage-
ment require to be admitted into residence for
whole-time supervision or treatment, O
admitted included several sets of twins, pre-
maturity, hare lip and eclefi palate, post-
operative pylorie stenosis, infantile eezema due
to wrong feeding, persistent vomiting, and
restoration of breast feeding,

A very satisfactory lisizon was established
with  the Toowoeomba Hospital and Dabies
prm-lit'tn!g diffienlties at a time when they were
due for diseharge from I:mlil}jmj are transferred
to the Home, if the mother is willing, for
admission.

The Direetor wrote to all medical practi-
tioners. in Toowoomba explaining the pu
of the Home and suggesting that they might
he glad to awvail themselves of its facilities.
Very little response has been received in this
eonneclon,

The sisters in south-west Queensland, War-
wick, Dalby, &e., have been advised that it
would he pa:lsmhlu for diffienlt feeding cases
from those areas to be sent to Toowoomba for
admission to the Home if praetieable,

The small number of applications for training
received from voung girls in the distriet has
limited the number of cases which eould be
:Iaknn but some very suceessful work has been

nheE,

There were 49 admissions of lLabies and 24
mothers. This invalved 1,522 test feedings, 2,494
complementary  feedings and 3,278 artificial
feedings for babies, and for mothers 203
treatments for restoration of breast feeding and
apecial llmlrlmt.mns to each mother, One
hundred and gix ﬂﬂet-nr 8 visits were paid to the
Home by Dr. G. V. Hickey, snr., and Dr. G. V.
Hickey, jnr.

Toowooses Hoxe Trawixe ScH00L.
For the training of previously unframed girls
from the age of 16 years upwards.

In July, 1947, as soon as the necessary
trained staff had taken up duty an advertise-
ment for trainees was inserted in the Too-
woomba and Brisbane clplily newspnpers The
response was poor as only two Ehmtmua.

were received, one from a girl who
employved at the [Tome previously as an mm-
tant in pursing and ome from an ex-serviee-
woman. The latter was unable to eomplete her
ronrse owing to ill-health,
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In December the matron visited a number of
girls" secondary schools and with the eo-opera-
tion of the n?l‘van] suthorities was allowed to
address the girls on the advantages offered
this type of training either as a career in itse
or as a preliminary to nursing, Since Fnhrﬂﬂ'rj
four more trainees  have commenced and
enguiries received from three others, The senio
student completed her training in June, ].!Hﬂ,
and was suecessful in her examinations. ¥r
Department allowed her a pass to Brishane ill
order that she Inught. graduate with tM %
fleld girls. The newspaper
followed the graduation l‘élulﬁ:d several
inguiries from girls who had hem m erostad,

It is hoped by publicising the tmnmg
passible Iﬂ:;‘ Ii’be situation regarding t f
will gradually improve, .

Lectures to trmneau were
Hickey, snr,, and Dr, G
matron.

The practical and oral examinations wers
conducted by Matron Fountain of the Too-
woomba Iospital, to whom thanks are due.

MateRNAL axp CHiLD WELFARE HonE,

Igz by Dr. G. V.
mla}r, Jur., and thu

SANDOATE.
This Home, which takes into rurdum for up:
to one month, or over in necessitous eases, t

children of mothers who have been udml.thﬂ,
to hospital through illness, operation, or for
confinement, has on several oceasions been
crowded beyond its eapacity. ;

During the year 484 children were admitted,
an increase of 43 om 1946-47 mdﬂlﬁmm
year 1045-46,

The echildren admitted represented 15'!
families, of whem 8 families were admitted mo
than onee during the year.

The ages of the children ware:—

Under § years - - Si
Buhmﬁmdlﬂ-nm e

Ower 10 yeara . % i w8
A minor onthreak of m-r.u.ulm oecurred i
Ju]_yrl 1947, when 15 childréen wers Hllt |
hospital.  The majority of children -
admitted have colds, various types # ruh H"
and some have heads infested with lf‘
This adds considerably to the work of
Children showing definite signs of ‘lniwli
illness are transferred at once to the Hospi
for Sick Children.

A number of children under the age of
years and a few over that age are admit
still drinking milk from a bottle ur>]n
dummies, and these frequently refuse
food. With ecare and patient i
majority are discharged eating their solid m
and with their bad habits overcome,

As a general rule parents do not wish
school-age children to attend the local sehool
and they have to be kept oceupied all day at
Home, thus ereating a further problam.

As parents found the question of bringing
adequate supply of clothes for their child
a diffieult one, it has now been
clothe the children at the Home during
period  of residence, hiz has resulted
smoother working for both =tafl and pumntu., i

A large playing area has been fenced in a nd
a mndﬁrqclt construeted.  The provision of am
additional quantity of sutdoor play material 1;
projected,
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Laetures and demonstration clinies for medi-
cil stadents were givem by Dr. Mathewson,

At the invitation of the Combined Churehes
Kindergarten, a talk on the benefit of regular
medieal and dental examination of pre-school
children was given to the mothers at their
monthly mesting,

CORRESFONDENGE SERVICE,
Compared with the previous year there has
been a deerease of 212 bivth notices received. It
is assumed that more visiting of hospitals has
been dome by the sisters inm charge of country
CEnEres.

Owing to the nine weeks' rallway strike,
fewer responses to No. 2 cirenlar letter and
Ietters requesting advice re feeding and manage-
ment were received.  Even though letters were
delivered promptly by other transport so many
mothers dglm'nd writing until the strike was
Over.

Latters from New Guinea and the Northern
Territory requesting adviee re feeding and
management have increased and air mail res-
pomses have heen gent to them, Numerous
requests for “*Care of Mother and Child* have
also been received from these mothers and th
have mostly desired them sent air mail at their
own expense instend of posted free ns usual,

There has been an increase in the number of
photographs of babies sent to us, as films are a
little less diffienlt to procore.  Letters  of
appreciation of birthday cards, sent when babe
reaches one vear, still arrive and these mothers
usnally continne to eorrespond after baby is
12 months if in need of advice.

Posters have been printed and sent to every
centre and subeentre in the State to be placed
i a conspienons place, requesting mothers (o
eorrespond if the eentres are elosed due to any
Cilnse,

The greater proportion of onr eo ondenes
mothers are breast feeding their babies, We
receive numbers of letters of response to news-
paper articles, especially those published in the

Agricnliural Journal, and all reguests are
granted if at all possible.
Numbér of Lirth notifications réeeived .. 3,583
Number of eircnlar lettors poatied
(1) within reach of contre .. 1650
(2} not within rench of eontre .. 1,033
Number of follow.up circalne Iotters pested 2,452
Visits to einires in response to Cireular lettor
Number 1 0T

Letiors fo C-wreapondmm Seﬂhm in mwnm to
circular lettor Number 2

Lettors of nﬂrbt-n v Fooding nd Ihl:l.l.l:l,ﬂt.'l:ﬂ.tlul- ult e
anl

Number o “L‘am uf Hn!lmr amid C‘IJ.IM” l-rnt DI 4
roquest 1 am = = S

Soctan,. WELFARE on Houme Visimine SERVICE.

This very valuahle work has grown to such an
extent that it has been found neeessary 1o
appoint & second sister for social work on the
sonth side of Brishane,

The additional ear made available for Social
Serviee work on the south side is a distinet
advantage as it enables the mothers to be
visited twiee and sometimes three times weekly
instead of onee weekly, which is all ¢ne sister
conld possihly achieve. This was commeneed on
oth January, 1948,

The many difficulties which beset the youn
mothers of to-day are mostly due to the a.ppails:
ing honsing eonditiong under which so many of

them must live. Overcrowded and draughty
houses favour the spread of colds and other
infeetions, and an attempt to edneate the mother
in matters of hygiene under such conditions 18
rather futile,

Breast feeding.—A large number of small
and frail babies are entirely weaned if not
before leaving hospital then just afterwards
due in many cases to hreast feeding not heﬁ
]rmpr.-rh established before leavi

he mother arrives home not yet having re-
gained her strength. Domestic help is unobtain.
able, and even if this wers not so one
not expeet girls to live under the terrible
conditions which mothers are foreed to do. If
th:irjc ur; Iither children to be l:n-l."hll for the
mother finds it an impossibility to wash, iron,
vlean, cook, and sew and try to establish her
breast milk for the new infant, and so she takes
what she thinks is the easiest way out and
artificially feeds her habe,

Our Homes are quite inadequate M_ﬂe wiﬂl
the large number of frail babes their
mothers who need expert attention to establish
ht-e.lml I-‘ei:_iding umlﬂw?l mhmﬁb“ﬂ;w
go lome happy i the t t that very

has been done for her n::sbl.be.

There is also a great need for educating ﬁ
fathers, as there have been instances where
Itave refused to allow the mother and her
infant to enter the Home when a vacancy
been obtained for them. Quite a number ¢
these young fathers and mothers are the
ren of our depression years who lacked 1
essentials in their home lives and t.rl.ining,
it iz very hard to make them realise the in
ance of Child Welfare work, particul ]jr
regard to eleanlimness,

Many sets of twins have been born, and wh
there are other toddlers the Social Service
is a special boon to these mothers, as it is to
mothers with any physieal dmblhl;; In fact

there are few mothers who do not nppmmﬂe
what is being done for them,

Number of newborns visited in public hespitals i,g "
LU

FEEE Ee:‘f

i?

Numler of mowborns visited in private hospitals
Numler of newlorms visited at home .

Number of casea visited for test fomds lIl l.d‘l[u
Number of test fecds—eusea . i .
Numlr of teat feeds—fecds 5 w e

LecTure DEMONSTRATIONS TO Emm

Courses of ten leeturcs on the care ni"b:hj"
and young 4:h1|::I {l]ﬂ“g:::, el iﬁ%

the primary and secondary a8 in pre.
vions years. Classes were held in Primary
Domestic Seience Schools in the metropolitan
area at which pupils from outside schools
attended. In addition elasses were held at the
State  Commereial  High Sehool, Danﬂm
Scienee High School, Brishane h for
Girls, Wynoum Intermediate . and
Moreton Bay High School. :

The principals and headmasters of iha
varions schools, by their eooperation in
ing a suitable time for the mothercraft
have made the work possible and their inte
has greatly added to its snecess,

The girls on the whole showed great interest,
which is evident not only by their attention to
the lessons and the intelligent discussion which
follows, but also by the work which iz done in
eompiling their mothercraft serap books,




70

Most sehools arrange a short funetion towards
the end of the schoal year, when senior members
of the Maternal and Child Welfare staff visit
the schools and present the certifieates and
prizes to the suceessful pupils,

Conrses of instruetion have been given in
thirteen metropolitan  schools and one in
Ipswich.

Seven hundred and forty-nine children out of

a total attendance of 5895 sat for the examing-
tion, and of these 631 gained certificates.

KINDERGARTEN STUDENTS.

At the request of the Principal of the Kinder-
m Training College, lectures on “*The
nt of the Child from Birth to Two

Years,"" “'Infections,’’ and ‘‘Rashes™ were
given to the students by Dr. T. H. R. Mathew-
gom, and lecturez on “‘Nutrition' by the
Superintendent and sisters,

Mepican STUDENTS.

Fourth year medical students attended
lectpres given by Dr, T. H. K. Mathewson on
pre-school child health and on the development
and the work of the Maternal and Child Wel-
fare Bervice in instructing mothers in the eare
of their own health as well as the care of the
health of their babies and children up to school
age when they come under the care of the
School Tealth Serviees. Fifth vear medieal
gtudents in three groups of about twelve each
attended lectures by  Dr.  Mathewson on
“Mothercraft.”” These lectures dealt with the
development and care of the infant and ehild of

-sehool age and ineluded attendances at two

monstrations at the Maternal and Child
Welfare Centre, Fortitude Valley, as well as a
demonstration of normal, healthy babies at the
Women's Hospital and a demonstration at 5t
Paul’s Terrace Home on the methods of infant
feeding by the matron. The students were also
given 4 demonsteation on the babes in residence,

MEWEPAPER ARTICLES,

During the year a copy of an article on some
aspect of Maternal and Child Welfare has been
gont each month for publication to sixty-fonr
newspapers in the State, including the
“8“!!1&!&&:] Agricultural Journal’’ and the
“Ceensland Dairy Farmer.”' The titles of the
articles were  as  follows—* Diarrhosa  in
Babies and Children,”” “Between Two Years
and Six,”' “"What iz a Healthy Child?"’
“Health as Based on Habit,” *‘The Right

Health Habits,”” *‘Building Up Health
Habits,"" “The Toddler—Buildin I_I!:I Gond
Habits—Training a Child to Eat,”" “The

Growing Child and his Food,'" ‘“Teach your
Child to be Independent,”” “ Parents must be
the Family’s Health Officer—IHow to Protect
Children from Infectious Tllness,”” “*What can
be dome for the Handicapped Baby,"" and ** Yonr
Child’s Eyes are o precions Possession.”’

The wvalue of these newspaper articles is
reflected in the increased correspondence follow-
ing their publication,

PUBLICATIONS OF THE SERVICE,
Numerous requests were reeeived during the
vear for copies of the two books published by
this Service, ‘*The Expectant Mother™ and
F

**Clare of Mother and Child."" These have been
distributed to mothers who have attended the
centres and to those who have been advised by
correspondence, alzo to hospitals and doctors
when required.

Owing to the large demand, the number of
books published in 194748 was 16,000 copies of
“Care of Mother and Child'* and 3,230 eopies
aof ““The Expeetant Mother."*

The plain infant weight card previously nsed
has been replaced by an attractive booklet with
advice re breast feedimg and space for advice
given to the mothers at cemires.

PuntaciTy.

Many inguiries were made at our exhibit at
the last Koyal National Show,

For the fortheoming Show new permanent
premises are nearing eompletion,  With the
added facilities of a theatrette, exhibit room,
and publie address system, the mothers at the
Show will be well catered for in the matter of
publicity,

BTAFF.

The nursing staff now nnmbers 99, an increass
of 7 on 1946-47. Additional sisters were
appointed to fill positions as follows :—Semior
Sister for Soeial Welfare Section attached to
Somih Brishane Centres; Senior Sister, Clay-
field Maternal and Child Welfare Home;
Assistant  Sister, Pre-school  Child  Health
Centres: Aszsistant Sister, Callide Valley Ser-
viee ; Assistant Sister, Fortitude Valley Centre ;
and Assistant Sister, Wynnum Centre. One
sister resigned during the year and several
temporary sisters also resigned.

Four other appointments to enlarge the seo
of the Serviee have been approved but eonld
not be made owing to the continued shortage
of nurses. One sister commeneed extended
{long serviee) leave in February, 1948, after
21 years' service.

Tue Late Dr A. Jerreris TURNER.

This great but gentle man died in Brisbane
on 20th December, 1947, Graduating in London
as Doctor of Medicine in 1386 after a brilliant
eourse, he eame to Queensland and  was
appointed Medieal Officer in the Hospital for
Siek Children in Brisbane in 1889, From that
time onwards his life was devoted to childeen
and his energies were directsd to the reduction
of the incidence of diphtheria, the introducticn
of intubation, the contrel of hookworm, and in
eollaboration with the late Dr. John Lockhart
Gibson, he instituted a search into the etiology
of lead poisoning.

He was appointed Director of Maternal and
Child Welfare in 1925, which position he held
until 1937, and it is due largely to his effort
that this organisation is what it is to-day.

Apart from his medical interests, he was an
entomologist of no mean order, and over 100 of
his papers on butterflies and moths have

appeared in a wide range of seientifie
publications.
Queensland, and partienlarly = Queensland

mothers, should remember with gratitude the
name of Jofferis Turner, ;
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RemeeMExT oF Dimecron (De. T. H. R,
MaTREW=0N ).

On 31st December, 19847, Dr. T. H. R.
Mathewson retired from the position of Director
of the Maternal and Child Welfare Servies
after holding the offiee for ten years and has
resumed private practiee,

Dir. Mathewson, who had been associated with
this Service since its very carly days, was
appointed Acting Director on 25th December,
1937, in the room of Dr, A, J, Torner, retired,
and his appointment to the position of Director
was later confirmed.

Like hizs predecessor, Dr. Mathewson had
made the health of childven practically his life
work.

After returning from post-graduate studies
in England and Seotland, where he worked at
the Children’s Hospital, Leith, and also at
hospitals in Edinburgh and London, Le was
appointed Honorary Physician to the Hospital
for Siek Children, Brishane, in which sapacity
he served for 15 years. On the opening of the
Mater Miserieordiae Children's Hospital in
July, 1931, Dr. Mathewson accepted a similar
appointment there and continned until he took
up duties as a full-time officer in the Maternal
snd Child Welfare Service. Prior to the estab-
lishment of the first Baby Clinics in 1918, Dr,
Mathewson was a member of a Child Welfare
organisation which earried out a great deal of
useful work and sinee that time he has always
been willing to give his serviees to voluntary
organisations engaged in work for children sach
ag the Creche and Kindergarten Association,
Lady Gowrie Child Centre, and others,

In 1947 he was appointed Speeial Leeturer
in Mothereraft and Normal Infaney at the
University of Quecnsland.

Druring the years Dr. Mathewson held office
as Director, very great expansion and develop-
ment of the Serviee took place. The number of
centres grew from 104 to 185 and three Homes
in Brisbane and one in Teowoomba were estab-
lished as well as all the speeial serviees with the
exception of the antenatal service. Doetor was
particularly keen on the establishment of the
health centres for toddlers and it is through
his enthusinsm that the successful work in this
direction has developed. In spite of the heavy
load of work he earrvied prior to the appoint-
ment of a Deputy Director in 1946, Dr. Mathaw-
son always found time to assist any mother or
nuree with her problems. His unfailing kind.
ness and consideration is his most outstanding
characteristie, and mothers, trainees, and mem-
bers of the trained staff alike felt they had in
Dr. Mathewson a friend om whom they ecould
always rely,

At the staff Christmas party the Deputy
Dreetor and staff, past and present, took the
opportunity of paying tribute to Dr. Mathew-
son's service and presenting him with several
gifts as a token of appreciation.

It has been a source of pleasure to all that
Dir. Mathewson has aceeded to the Department’s
request to remain with the Service as part-time
gmdita] officer in the Pre.school Child Health

ection,

ArpoixTMESRT oF Dr. H, C. MusrHY As
IMrECTOR,

On 22nd January, 1948, Dr, H. C. Murphy,
who had held the Eumtmn of Deputy Director
of Maternal and Child Welfare sinee J
1946, was appointed Director in the place o
. Mathewson.

SrarF POsmioN.

Another difficnlt year has been

as far as the staff position is concerned, and
order to avoid the closing of country eentres
has been necessary in a nw of enses
appoint temporary sisters w experience i
insufMficient. This iz unsatisfactory from
points of view. The particular demands of this
Serviee—ihat appointees shall be red to
serve in any part of the State; that they shall be
adequate both professionally and temperament-
ally to deal with mothers in the domestie situa-
tion where there is no real control nmwlmtth.a
mother does with the advice she receives:
they shall be understanding and mlm
able to reconeile the best interests of babies
children with the domestic problems of.
mothers: and that they shall not only have
very thorough basie knowl of the prmui
of maternal and child but shall
interesied enough to keep themsalves :ﬁlh date
with the latest developments in !
changing field—ereate certain obvious diffienl-
ties in the staffing of the homes and centres.
For one thing, this combination of gqualities is
not easy to obtain and it is found out of
every grade of 30 to 35 nurses only a sm
number can be found who will measure np.

Omn the other hand Child W&I!aﬂ work
no means attracts every nurse, In
centres and homes sisters are required to
instrucet trainees and to handle
with patience large crowds of mothers.
sisters have homes in the metropolitan area they
are often lonely and pay excessive rates for
heard and lodging. There is no soeial
attached to the centres as there may be
hospitalzs or other institutions as the staff a
not resident.

great

In country centres the
covered by the Service make t!‘ima]lillg
and many eountry sisters who ha va
their distriet by rail spend twelve
hours a day travelling by slow ml.'mli trains,
waiting on stations, and opening their sub-
centres for two or three hours, This is in normal
times; where delays occur due to floods,
dents, &e., sisters may arrive back at
cENires ve late at night or even in the n:nl.'ll
hours of morning.  In one-nurse d.mtﬁﬂs
there is mnsmemhle isnlation and the sisters
have no one with whom to diseuss their problems
and difficulties. As they travel about so much
it is mot easy to fit into any eomm even if
the people are friendly and hospi thﬂ
is not always the ease.  Hotel sccommodation is
very expensive and often unsatisfactory and
private board practically unobtainable,

Owing to the great demand for nurses at the
present time, coupled with an a short-
age, nurses have a considerable choiee of attrae-
tive positions all over Australia. This factor,
in addition to the disadvantages referred to in
eonnection with work in this Service, pro
accounts for the poor res to advertisements
for permanent staff, and out of a staff of 99
sisters, 47 of these "still remain in- tumpuur:.r
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pnnﬁpnl Some admittedly have domestic
nsibilities sueh as aged or invalid parents
lllll this reason are unable to serve outside
towns. However, for the suitable

who is attracted to this Service and has
fieient °* missionary spirit’’ to make light of
iculties, the work gives great satisfae-
an opportunity of contributing to the
well-being of the family which
in no other field of nursing. A great
ne and effective work has been earried
th permanent and temporary staff, and

Bany Crasic Socian Crue.

s club was originally established in 1939
ohject of bringing together in a social
¢ the members of the Maternal and
elfare stafl, developing educational and
interests, and entertaining eountry staff
1 on leave in Brishane, fe. During the
I"-'n.ir s activities were suspended, as most mem-
bers had taken up various forms of war work.
jﬂwim it was decided to recommence activi-
ks ‘and with the able and enthusiastic work
Bister Joan Foley, as hon. secretary, and
committee, the elub records a successful vear.
12 meetings have been held regula r1_1.r monthly,
il past stalf have been included in the mem-

hip. Onee a quarter the meeting is held at
. Paul’s Terrace Home, and with the co-opera-
the Home staff a high tea is provided
mbers prior to the meeting, which always
3 & tallk by a visiting lecturer on a sub-
of interest to Child Welfare workers,

e3 given included *‘Some Aspects of
Feading,” by Dr. P. A Earnshaw,
Deformities of Childhood,”” by Dr.
f. 8. Lahz ‘‘Infantile Diarrhosa and

Enteritis,"" by Dr. Ian Mackerras, and

ases of the Skin,'* by Dr. A. J. Foote,
ps were mueh appreciated, and copies

ing the yvear club members decided to
2 funds to *‘adopt' a war orphan under the
we the Children’” scheme, and this has heen
2 and the specified amount of money paid
. The identity of the adopted child
awaited.

y successful Christmas party was held
B3rd December, to which members were per-
ed to invite puests. This innovalion was

L
, agrh

ing the year Dr. T. II. B Mathewson
led meetings of this committer, consisting
¢ Government representatives, four of
are officers of the Department of Public
rtion and an equal number of representa-

o[ the Education Committee of the Creche
] Association. -

MRy oF Post-wair RECONSTRUCTION,
The Superintendent i= a member of the Pro-
fesgional Advisory Committee for Nursing
under the Universities Commission, Ministry of
Post-war Reconstruction, and attends meetings
of that committes as reguired.
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& ek Total
Yo sate | it | Juat
105-1846 .. 0,246 1373 I2.818
1061847 .. 23,611 3,032 6,043
1947-1848 . 22,875 2016 25,7801
ATTENDANCES AT CENTRES.
Number of New Capea soen at the Centrs.
= 1045-18. 104047, 1047=45,
Infants—
Under one yoar .. | 15380 17,006 17,001
Onees b EW0 Y0ATE. - 4,018 4,020 4,008
Over two years .. 2650 2,813 2,113
Taotal 23,0688 4,500 23,772
Expectant mothers. . 1,036 1,020 1122
Total now cises 23,102 25,850 24,504













i SECTION OF MENTAL HYGIENE.
T R. Starromrn, M.B., B.S. (Melb ), Director of Mental Hygiene and Medical Superin-

R

lepartmental activities in pursuit of the
‘menutal health have eovered a very wide
| ring the past year. The high standards
f treatment in the existing menfal hospitals
ere maintained, the new Repatriation Pavilion
ol for the treatment of ex-servieemen
i wus_put into use, progress of the
hiatric Clinie was maintained, preparatory
k was uudartalml in connection with the
t of the new mental hospital in
Queensland, a suburban site was asguired
:lnr ﬂa mtennedmte hospital for nervous
- diseases in Bri the Townsville Mental Hos-
| & , where there was mainly custodial treat-
| t, was closed and o psychiatrie seetion estab-
: 1 at the Townsville General Hospital, and,
E : arrangements were made for the State
| tobe :ﬁpmteﬂ at the Inmternational Congress
i on Mental Health.
I

'.[!I:I.a standards in the State Mental Hospitals
are comparable to the accepted modern stan-
dards as scheduled by the American Psychiatrie

igh! in that the chief exeentive 0fﬁ|}:£
- are qualified physicians and experien
Mohilﬁ'{sfa dispensaries with madern equip-
ment and appointments are staffed by regis-
tlmd. pharmaceutical chemists, a wide degree
autonomy exists at each hﬂsmml subject to
tal policy, elinical histories are kept
o all eases, patients are classified in various
) ﬁ; according to their mental and physical
with npl.rara wards for acute physical
conditions, for the tubc;l
culous, the aged and infirm, and a surgic
~ operating theatre is provided at each hospital.
p is a clinjeal and pathological laboratory
he Brishane Mental Hospital, and labora-
3 in their centres are available to the other
Imﬁhl h-mpltnln an X.ray plant has been estab.
the Dristiane Mental Hospital. A
m attmhad to each hospital, occcupa-
rngg;m followed at all lllree, thers
wu the recreation and social enter-
nt of patients, there is a working medical
library at each hospital, and, where the number
K u!'maﬂiml officers warrants 1t regular staff eon-
ferences are held. In effect, out- -patient clinics
g by the linison that is maintained
iatrie clinics and the mental hos-
rishane and Toowoomba, an adeguate
staff has been maintained and the s
ie instruetion and training of the nursing
[ undertaken, mechanical restraint is under
;F“f regulation and control by the medical
g, and the business administration of each
tal hospital is delegated to the control of the
aging secrotary.

ﬂu&withatanding the progress that has been

p during the last decade there iz still much
be achieved in the mental health programme,
it. is hoped that this progress will continue
ensure these deficiencies being  remedied.

]] has already been made with the
ﬁ pital in North Queensland, and the

9 tendent, Brishane Mental Fospital,

development of this will provide a psychiatrie
service of modern standard to that regional area,
It is hoped, too, that use will be made of the
gite already selected for the intermediate hos-
pital in the onter metropolitan aren since the
construetion of this hospital would provide a
very definite benefit to persons suffering from
nervous disorders, The necessity for such will
be qubcite agpﬂmnt if reference made to the
numbers of people already being treated in the
limited accommodation at the Psychiatrie Clinie,
In addition to the question of inereased aecom-
modation we are also serionsly handicapped b
the lack of professional personnel, More medi.
cal officers are required on our staffs and facili-
ties for post-graduate training and research
available to these officers must be widened in
order to maintain the standard of moedern
requirements, The loss of the services of the
laboratory technician at the Brishane Mental
Hoapital has been keenly felt, and it is hoped
this vacancy will soon be filled. The importanee
of pathology and researeh in this serviee should
be appreciated and provision made to induee a
nenro-pathologist who is a medical specialist
o accept appointment to this laboratory. A
technizian is also required to serviee the X-ray
plant recently installed at the Brisbane Mental
Hospital. A dietieian is required to supervise
the food services and to ensure that meals are
nutritions and palatable, The acute shortage
of female nursing staff still endures; one reper-
cussion from this lack of numbers is that we
have been prevented from instituting the traines
system for junior nurses thronghout the Mental
Hygiene Service, The existing nurses” gquarters
have becn modernised to some extent, but the
proper solution of this diffieulty could be none
other than the construction of new and modern
quarters when the building position enables this
to be effected,

The outstanding event during the past year
was the opening of the new Repatriation
Pavilion at Waeol. The appointments of this
block provide for a very high degree of comfort
for the patients. It is considered that this see-
tion iz typical of modern reguirements in a
payvehiatrie hospital.

The Psychiatrie Clinies at Brishane and Too-
woomba have widened their activities and in
their development, added to their lisison with
the mental hospitals, have in effeet to some
extent become nul,-Emtmnl sections of the mental
hospitals. The Brisbane elinic has moved into
new accommodation which still does not pro-
vide sufficient room for its imereased activities.
A qualified speech therapist, Miss E. C. Molphy,
has been appointed to the elinie, and we have
been innndated with demands for her service.
The numbers seeking to avail themselves of the
faeilities at this clinie indicate the necessity of
providing additional aceommodation, and lays
further emphasis on the need for proeeeding
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with the construction of the intermediate hos-
pital proposed for the suburbs. Dir, Hynes con-
tinued on the siaf of the Psyehintric Clinie
following his resignation from the Brishane
Mental Hospital.

The Townsville Mental Hospital was elosed in
March, 145 and the buildings thereafter
beeame part of the Townsville General Hospital.
Formerly patients admitted to the Townsville
Mental Hospital were given little or ne active
paveliatrie active treatment, hut were cared for
mainly with custodial treatment only until their
transfer to the Brisbane Mental Hospital eould
I arranged. It is hoped that in foture patients
suffering from early mental siekness will be
given aetive psychiatrie treatment at the Towns-
ville General Hospital, and with this in view
the Government has approved the appointment
of a part-time psvehiatrist to the Townsville
General Hospital, The extension of the State's
mental health programme to the North Gueens-
land area should be a very definite benefit to the
populace there,

The Diploma of Paychologieal Medicine has
been established at the Quecnsland University,
and the mmanguration of this syllabus would be
a natural sequel to the University Fellowships
granted by the Department of ealth and Home
Affairs to undergraduates in medicine, This
development is of considerable importanes to
the medieal offieers in the Momial Hygiene Ser-
viee sinee it will provide them with an oppor-
tunity to undertake further specialist training.
In most modern eommunities throughout the
world, inelnding New Soath Wales and Vie-
toria, post-graduate diplomas in payehintry are
a prevequisite for clinical practice and for pro.
motion 1o the senior posts in the serviee.

The Australasian Assoeiation of Psychiatrisis
visited this State and held meetings at the Bris-
bame Mental Hospital on the 13th December,
1947, and the 9th June, 1948, The value of con-
tact and diseussion with specialists of high
standing from other tplm of Australia is very
great and most stimulating,

The International Congress of Mental Health
will be held in London from the 13th to 2st
Aungust, 1948, The State has been fortunate in
that it will be represented thereat by that dis-
tinguished psychiatrizt, Dr, Loniz Minski, who
will hold a watching brief in the State's interests,

The 40-lour working week was introduced
throughont the Mental Hygiene Service in eom-
mon with other parts of the State 8z from the
1st January, 1948, and all siaifs now work five
eight-hour days per week, The shortage of
female nursing staff still exists and the employ-
ment of a number of male nmrsing orderlies in
the female seetion of the hospital enabled the
40-hour working weck for the female nurses to
be introdueed without detracting from the satis-
factory nursing of the patients, The perform-
anee of the less intimate nursing in the female
seetions of the hospitals by male nursing assist-
ants has enabled the trained female nursss to
devete more of their time to the aectual
payehintric nursing of tﬁe patients.

The modernization of the hospitals, which to
gome oxtent is synonymons with the meehanisa-
tion, lessemed the impact that would otherwise
have been felt, partical by the artisan staff,
consequent upon the introduetion of the 40.hoar
working week,

‘ment in these hospitals, The beauntifieation ef

The grounds of the various hospitals and the
Epileptic Home are being considerably
improved, and with the advice of the Aeting
S“upermtenﬂ.ant of Imstitutional Gardens, are
now presenting o much better-groomed appear-
ance more in keeping with the standards of treat-

the wvarions hospital reserves and the greater
provision of more suitable park lands enabled
much greater use to be made of these areas for
the comfort of patients. At the Brisbane Mental

Hospital a suitable building bas already been
erected on a site where o recreation reserve will

be constructed for the female patients, and ﬂln
to some extent will reduee the overerowding in
the present ward grounds.

The general health of the patients has been
good during the past year, and although the
total number under treatment in the several
mental hospitals increased from 4,549 to 4,607
as compared with the previous vear, the number
of depths during the same periods decreased
from 293 to 257, Of the total admissions Il‘ll.l'ﬂill '
the past twelve months (781 pntmulﬂn
patients numbered 334 as against 426
vions vedar, whilst female patients dlll'lna.' &:-
vears numbered 397 and 342, respectively,

Modern standards of treatment were main-
tained during the year, and shoek, convulsive,
and  eccupational thtrnmm fully m;inmnaﬁ.
Plans have been prepared fur llew e =4
therapy blocks for both and ’
patients at the Toowoomba s.nd Ipqrmh Hmtnl
ITospitals, and the construction of these ﬁl.l.ﬂll-
ings will enable that form of therapy to be more
widely nsed.

Standavds of food and clothing are continu-
ally being improved, and svery a is made to
keep away from institutional type of dress
The uniform provided to the stalf is also under
review with the objeet of muhnflthm gf;l.'lml.'n.i:mh
more in keeping with the medical aspect of their
duties than otherwise, )

I regret to record the death d t]:e;yanr
of Mr. J. J. Leahy, Official ?iﬂm ’
Cameron was appointed in his stead

Br. F. C. Turnbull, has made
the Brisbane and Ipﬂwmh Mental 1
J. D, Hulme and Mr. F. C. H il
vizsited the Toowoomba Mmmm
Iir. Chapman visited the T g ] |
HMospital. T

During the past vear various public
bodies visited the hospitals for the 1
ment of the pntlellt,a therein, amd thg dleeg
appreciation is expressed of their actions. '

During the past vear the H
Mimister for Health and Home
Umder Seeretary, and the Director-General
Health and Medical Services have visited
hospitals,

My duties have frequently brought me into
consultation with the Under Secretary and the
Director-General, who have always evineed keen
interest in any plans tending for the better
administration of this Sub.department, 1 have
interviewed varions officers :!'rom the Puh
Works Department and  other departmen
rcﬁrﬂm building plans, whilst on staff matters

gm% uently conferred with officers from
the Public Commissioner's ]
tly

-

The Public Cuorator's staff have
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The patients admitted were drawn from all
over the State, although over 75 per eent, had
been resident in the southern region. Sixty-two
per eent. of the patients admitted were born in
Queensland, over 10 per cent, in the other Com-
monwealth States, with a further 10 per cent.
who had been born in the United Kingdom. In
approximately 9 per cent. of the admissions the
birthplaces were not stated.

The previous occupations of the patients
admitted represented a fairly broad  general
eross-section of the community, including 91,
or 15 per eent. of the admim:ious, whoss _pmr'mus
ocenpation was given as that of a pensioner,

Behizophrenia was the most common type of
mental sickness soffered by the patients
admitted, which affected 144 male and 131
female pments Senile cases comprised 55 males
and 66 females, whilst mental deficiency was
present in G0 males and 33 Temales.

The number discharged recoversd during the
year amounted to more than half of the number
of admissions, the number being 352 patients,
giving a rﬂemery rate of 5342 per eent. on the
rate of admissions; or 66 per cent. on admis-
sions if the senile and the mentally deficient
cases were exeluded from the number of admis-
sions,

The general bodily health of the patients was
good, and there were no serious outbreaks of
illness or epidemics during the year.

There was a total of 179 deaths during the
year, of whom 42 patientzs were aged B0 years
and upwards.

The cases of five sudden female deaths and
ome sudden male death were referred to the
Coroner, but in no ease was there found to be
any suspicious circumstances. The death of
one female patient was caused by drowning
whilst on leave from this hospital in the cave of
her relatives.

Two children, one male and one female, were
born in the hospital during the period under
review, resulting from pregnancies econceived
prior to admission.

There were 43 patients iransferred to the
Toowoomba Mental Hospital and 158 to the
Ipswich Mental Hospital during the past year
to fill vacaneies which oceurred at those
pitals, and the number remaining on the books
at the Brisbane Mental Hospital—1,027 males
and 1,077 females, total Elﬂd—thf caused a
degree of overcrowding in the female section
of the hospital.

A special enclosed area with the necessary
appurtenanees was provided during the year as
a playground for the boy patients, and was put
into use in Deeember, 1947, as a place where
these vouths eould have segregated aeeommoda-
tion. A building has also been erected on an
area of parkland adjoining the river bank, and
here will be constructed a recreéation park for
the female patients,

The standards of food and elothing are con-
tinually being improved,  Milk eontinues to be
provided from the tested dairy herd hers, and
thers were 137 tons of green vegetables pro-
duced in our market gardens

At the close of the year departmental policy
was varied to the extent that the pig Ilerﬁ

ent of MNative Affairs
al sold to outside contrac-

transferred to the De
and the waste-food
LS.

A satisfactory standard of hygiene is being
maintained, and with this end in view a new
and modern inecinerator was constrocted and
brought into nse at the end of November,

An automatie telephone exchange has been
constructed within ital grounds, and
wag put into commission in May, 1048,

The electricity supply to the hospital is
ehanged from Ellrreut to alternating m
the first conerete step in t.hm d::reetmn was taken
by the installation of the alternating current
to the hospital block and the adjoining medical
building in April last.

The new canteen building is practically eom-
pleted, and action is now #ﬂang taken to impro
and extend the parklands adjacent to the
ing for the greater comfort and convenienee of
the patients, stalf, and visitors.

The Oficial Visitors, Dr. F. €. Turnbull and
Mr. G. A, Camercn, have made regular visits
of inspection duriup; the past year, and as a
reault have expressed their assarance that the
well-being of the patients was safeguarded and
that modern methods of treatment were being
actively pursued.

Entertainments were held regularly un.d hn-
quently in the recreation hall, com
ture shows and concert pa.rtieg mﬁz
out the year, with danees in addition during
cooler months, A number of bms tn to the
segside  were  also  provided for

patienis, whilst, in add:ntmn, reg'nlnr lns tﬂpu-
for ex-servicemen patients wers a

The religious interests of all
guarded, aud aﬂrwm of the;ﬁwus danumml-
tions were held regularly, whilst some puhantu
attended divine services in the nearby l:lllmh )
In addition, individual visits were undertaken
npmentahveﬂ of the various religious
nations,

The Red Cross Society continues tomppl;

E

a;_:

fruit, cake, sweets, and tobaceo

returned soldier patients from both Wars,
the local sub-branch of the R.S5.85.A.1L.A. lln'.l
provides for the comfort and entertainment nﬂ“
these patients both in the way of ontdoor tnm
coneerts, and dinners,

The Repatriation Commission endow the
entertainments in respeet of the patients whoe are
their responsibility, whilst the E:u trips to the
seaside for the female patients above referred
to were made possible by the co-operation of the
manager of the Eventide Home, Sandgate,

The loeal branch of the Conniry Women's
Associntion visits the hospital regularly ﬂ;r pro-
vide entertainment for the femala
whilst officers from the Silver Hut continune 0
pay regular visits to a number of ex-servicemen
patients,

Daily newspapers and periodicals are pro-
vided to the various wards throughout the hos.
pital, and each ward is also provided with a
wireless receiving set. Nearly all of the wards
in the female section have their own pianos,
whilst in the male section indoor recreation is
provided by billiard and bagatelle tables,

l'
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