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Scheme D1108—Training of Junior Personnel: The three nurses sent for Public Health
Training in Jamaica under this schenic completed their training and returned to the Colony in

June.
HNL.—HOUSING,

In Belize, the capital city, the majority of the population live in houses constructed of tim-
ber with galvanized iron roofs and usually standing on wooden piles about seven feet above the
level of the ground. Owing to the low-lying nature of the ground in Belize, the work of filling
and reclamation of land is constantly being undertaken by private individuals and the
City Council. Reclamation schemes are undertaken by government from time to time.

Housing conditions elsewhere in the Colony vary with the population. In the north, the
Indian population lives in adobe houses, that is half-pole walls, which are covered with mud
and plaster and painted white. The roof is thatch.

In the south the Carib population lives in the same type ol house without the plaster on
the walls.

The standard type of house in towns is the frame house standing on piles with a single layer
of pine-boards for the walls and a galvanized iron roof. Windows are usually of the sash type.
Living conditions in this type of house depend entirely on whether or not the house gets any
sea breeze as without this the house is hot and uncomfortable durin g the day, unless wide veran-
dahs and ventilation between the ceiling and roof are provided. This is not usually the case.

Until recently it was not believed that the ground in Belize (being reclaimed) would support
a cement structure. The Colonial Development Corporation Hotel (of cement) was supported
by piles. It is understood, however, that Barclay's Bank aré to erect a two-storey cement struc-
ture on a site in the town without piles.

Conversion to cement as a building material in Belize and district towns would have many
advantages, amongst them improved living conditions and freedom from the bogey of fire.

The Central Housing and Planning Authority has proposed an extension of the present
“Cinderella Town™ Scheme to include 68 houses north of the site of Cinderclla Town.

IV.—PFUBLIC HEALTH.
CoMMUNICARLE DMSEASES.

The general health of the Colony remained good during the year. The death rate per 1,000
was 11,50 (13.03 in 1950) and the infant mortality rate was 94.6 per 1,000 live births (106.5 in

1950).
Malaria: This disease continues to hold first place. There has however been a noticeable
drop in the total incidence, i.e. from 806 cases in 1950 to 534 in 1951 (admissions to hospital

only).

Such a fall would normally occur only as a result of one of the following factors:
(i) The introduction of a new anti-malaria drug;
(ii) A great decrease in the rainfall;
(iii) Extensive drainage of known anopheline mosquito breeding arcas, or
(iv) The introduction of insect control measures.

In this Colony in 1951, one general factor and one local factor operated, the local factor
being the putting into action of a plan to drain Stann Creek Town, and as Stann Creek always
has a high incidence of malaria, part of the credit for the reduced incidence of malaria in Stann
Creek must be given to this drainage scheme devised by Mr. Magoon, Sanitary Engincer at-
tached to the Rockeleller Foundation.

The general factor which operated was the continuation of the Insect Control Programme
introduced in the Colony in 1950 under the authority of World Health Organization with
materials provided by UNICEF, and to this scheme must go the major part of the credit for the
reduction of malaria incidence in the Colony. This reduction is most noticeable in Belize, Stann
Creek and Toledo District. The high incidence of malaria in Stann Creek has been attributed
to the presence there of Anopheles Darlingi, whose reputation as a carrier of malaria is attri-
buted to its high percentage of malaria infected mosquitoes.

Of 1740 blood smears, examined for Malaria parasites, 155 or 8.91% were found positive;
of the positives 74.84 % were found to be P. Falciparum. Seven deaths were certified caused by
malaria, as against 29 in the previous year representing 1.437; and 6% respectively of the certi-
fied deaths from all causes.

i






Rates—

Rirth raie per 1,000 of population ., i i 39, 40 41.71
Crude death rate per 1,000 of population .. o 11.04 11.50
Infant mortality rate per 1,000 live births .. 45 106.5 94,6
Meonatal death rate per 1,000 live births .. o 3.1 .77
Still birth rate per 100 live births |, 4.02 313

61.05% of all deaths were certified by medlcal practitioners, as against 56% in 1950,
VI.—PREVENTATIVE MEASURES.

HYGIENE AND SANITATION:

No new health measures were introduced during the year. The Health Department con-
tinues to be responsible for scavenging in Belize and the district towns. There are signs, how-
ever, that the City Council of Belize and the Town Boards of district towns are awakening to
their civic responsibilities, and it is hoped that before long they will assume responsibility for
scavenging and cleaning the streets of their own towns.

There is still no sewerage system in Belize. Night soil is dumped into three open canals
which run through the town, and eventually finds its way to the sea.  As the level of water in
these canals is subject to tidal variations, the flow is variable and much nuisance is caused
through the sight and smell of the obnoxious contents of these canals.

Assuming that the installation of a water carried sewage system is at present ruled out be-
cause of its cost, there appears to be two alternative methods of improving the present situation:
(i) by surface collection from fixed stations, or
(ii) by hastening the flow in the canals with a forced flow through a paddle-wheel and
ramp.
Of the two, the second appears the more practical and cheaper and easier to maintain. The
effectiveness of this method has already been demonstrated by a model.

Mosguimro CoONTROL

The Insect Control Programme was contineed throughout the year. Sufficient material
is on hand to enable the programme to be continued through 1952 and 1953, The value of this

programme is established.
Comment on its effectiveness in reducing malaria incidence has already been made in Sec-
tion I'V Public Health, Communicable Discases.
EnTERIC CONTROL:

In spite of the extensive inoculation programme carried out in 1950, a further incidence of
64 cases occurred (66 in 1950) with 15 deaths (6in 1950).  The sporadic nature of the cases made
tracing extremely difficult. Until more extensive laboratory facilities are available making
stool testing on a large scale possible, it will be difficult to prevent this annual incidence of en-
teric fever.

WATER SUPPLIES:
No wells were improved or dug during the year.

VIL.—HOSPITALS.
The total bed strength of the six hospitals is 218 or 3.1 beds for 1,000 of population.

There were 6,823 admissions during the year as compared with 6,910 in 1950 made up as
follows:—

Belize Hospital . ; h 4 2 S 3,960
Stann Creck Hnsmtal o £ = o 1,171
Punta Gorda Hospital 5 =5 G 54 626
Cayo Hospital .. .. .. o 2 490
Corozal Hospital e o o e o i
Orange Walk Hospital o o o i 250

MaTERNITY WARD, BELIzE HoSPITAL:

There were 554 deliveries with 4 maternal deaths as compared with 496 deliveries and 5
deaths in the previous year,




























































