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BRITISH HONDURAS
ANNUAL MEDICAL REPORT
FOR THE YEAR ENDING

31st December, 1948,

ADMINISTRATIVE.

The approved establishment of Medical Officers consists of a Senior Medi-
cal Officer and eight Medical Officers. At no time, however, during the yeor has
the establishment been at full strength. One vacaney was filled during

the I
- MEDICAL STAFF.

Dr. D. W. Degazon continued to act as Senior Medical Officer. He left the
Coleny on the 25th August on transfer to Jamaica.

De, . G, Smith was transferred from the Toledo District to Belize on the
2nd May and acted as Senior Medical Officer from the 25th August.

Dr. H. Forde was transferred from Belize to the Stann Creel: District on
the 7th May.

Dr. B. M. Hulse left on six months vacation leave on the 1st July.

Dr. A. H. Bartley arrived in the Colony and assumed duty as a Medical
Officer, Belize on the 26th August.

Dr. A. E. M. Perez, a private practitioner, assumed duty as a part-time
Medical Officer, Belize on the lst. July.

NURSING STAFF.

Miss Mary Keating arnived 1n the Colony on the 5th. May and assumed
duty as Matron, Belize Hospital.

Miss D. Fairweather returned from the United Kingdom on the
25th February, where she underwent a course of training as a Nurse.

SANITARY INSPECTORS.

Mr. E. A. Castillo returned from Jamaica on the 28th July where he suc-
cessfully completed the course as a Sanitary Inspector under Dievelopment and
Welfare Grant.

VISITORS.

Dr. G. M. Thomson, Adviser to the West Indian Governments on the con-
trol of Venereal Diseases visited from the 21st April to the 5th May in connec-
tion with the treatment and control of Venereal Dizeases in the Colony.

Mr. Eustus Magoon, Consulting Engine=r of the Rockefeller Foundation
arrived on the 26th July and left on the 10th August, He undertook some -
veatigations and made recommendations respecting water supplies and drain-
age in certain localities,

Dr. Rolla Hill, Director of the Roclkefeller Foundation, Caribbean region
arrived on the 5th August and left on the 10th,
FINANCE.

The Medical Department’s functions include not only the administration
of Hospital, Lunatic Asyvlum, and the Public Health and Sanitation of the Col-
ony, but also the Poor House, Feeding of School Children and the scavenging
m the City of Belize and the District Townes.

The estimated expenditure of the Department was §205,228. 19, represent-
ing 10.3% of the Colony’s budget.

A. Bevenue—

Laboratory Fees S040.50
Hospital—(Maintenance of patienis
and operation fees) .. 15,026.95

Torar, ... §15,667.45












VITAL STATISTICS.
The following table gives comparative rates for the pertod 1945.1948:—

Birth Rate Death Rate Infantile

Mortality
1048 . 20,567 15.63 105.6
1047 ... 41.2 17.5 120.0
1946 ... S 16,0 1056.0
1645 ... 33.2 18.7 140.0

The following table gives the comparz tive number of still-buwths according
to Dhstricts for the period 1945-1948.

1045 1947 1946 1945
Belize .. 32 41 41 24
Northern Ihstrict 0 18 17 12
Stann Creek 5 14 19 12
Toledo ... 7 10 13 s
El Cayo.... 3 8 13 6
TorAL ... 6l om 103 62

The following gives the percentage of deaths certificd by medical practi-
tioners for 1948:—

Deaths cer- Total deaths Proportion

tified certified
Belize 249 326 76
Northern District ... 68 206 33%
Stann Creek i 88 649/
Toledo 29 156 199
El Cayo 48 85 45%
Colony 439 861 51%

Tables showing age and sex distribution of deaths from all causes, causes
of death under one year of age and causes of death in the pre-school child are
shown in appendices 3, 4, and 5 respectively.

INFANT WELFARE CLINICS.
Belize—Clinics were held weekly at two centres throughout the year, one

on the north side and the other on the south side of the City. The following sta-
tistics show the volume of the work done:—

Meszopota-  Hutson St. TOTAL

mia
Number of Clinics held ... 47 49 06
Attendances 8,316 5,717 14,033
New Babies registered ... ... 321 245 606
Medical Examinations ... 421 410 831
Deaths 17 13 3
Deaths under age of 1 year th 8 17

Clinics were also held weekly in the five District towns and at five rural
dispensaries.
SCHOOL MEDICAL WORK.

Belize—A limited amount of school medical work was done during the year
and a total of 275 children were examined. The results of these examinations
are shown in the following table:—
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