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- 62. Water Supply. Generally speaking, the water supplies to the towns and vil-
lages are very bad. The more well-to-do houses depend on colleciing roof water into
- vats which require constant fishing and screening in order to prevent the breeding of
| mosquitoes. The remainder of the people depend on wells, water holes, rivers and crecks,
| In the dry season the six public rain-water tanks in Belize give a I'mited supply to thz

in the Town.

63. The Medical Department is very concerned with the present stat: of affairs
| and accordingly built a demonstration well with a semi-rotary pump at Maskall’s Village.
| Fortunately a spring was struck and an abundance of water is available. Several vil'ages
“have since petitioned the Government to build wells.

- 64. At San Antonio Village, Toledo District, as a result of a report from the
Medical Officer, the Government have constructed a 44,000 gallon capacity covered
~cement tank; this village is badly infe.ctuﬂ with hookworm.

E! 65. Drainage and filling of lots. The scheme of street drains and filling in of

| lots in Belize, with river mud has continued during the year under review, 58,832 tons

Eihvm; been deposited. Owing to lack of further funds the scheme will socn be coming

to an end.

[ 66. Restaurants, Bakers, &c. T78 persons were examined in the Beliz: districts

| and medical certificates of fitness given to food handlers. In the districts a much smal er

. number of certificates were applied for; new regulations are being drafted w unify the

control of food handling throughout the Colony.

Fg G'I All food found unfit for human consumption was condemned and destroyed.
More atlention has béen given by merchants to the prorer protecton of their

l hudutuﬁs. The bakeries are regularly inspected. Food delivery carts have been properly

re-constructed under the d:rachun of the Senior Sanitary Inspecter.

6%. Larrine Acmmmadmfan, The bucket system is the mzthod of ad ption: but
- 57 pit latrines were constructed in Belize and it is hoped that this mzthod of disposal
- of night soil will gradually displace the very second rate bucket system.
70. Bored-hole latrines have been constructed in Belize for demonst-ation purpos:s,

1 71. A new Public latrine with an automatic flush was installed near the Asylum.

72. The Privy Accommodation Bye Law, 1939, al hough not rizidly enforced in
the first instance, had its effect. During the year 5,032 latrines were installed through-
out the Colony. The greatest number of pit latrines made is in the Cayo District. All
Medical Officers of the Northern District report that there has been an improvement in
i the incidence of hookworm in the villages under their control,
| 73. Corozal reports that there has been an improvement in latrine accommoda-
. tion (1 per 4.8 persons) in the villages.

74. Removal and Disposal of Refuse. Scavenging in Belize was t:ken over from
the Town Board. The transport facilities are not adequate for thz needs of the Depart-
ment and extra carts have been ordered for 1940. Constant aitention to grass cutting
and cleaning the vacant lots of rank vegetation has done much to improvs the appear-
ance of the town.
| 75. It is proposed to take over from the Local Authorities, the scavenging of a'l
the district towns during the coming year.

76. In Belize, more attention has been given to dumping of rubbish and seviral
| low lying areas around the town have been raised and will eventually make good build-

Da

-

71. Hotels and Boarding Houses. 103 applications to utilize certain premises as
hotels and boarding houses were made, all were granted except 2 cases, which were
held up until certain improvements were carried out.

78. Market and Slaughter Houses. The markets in the Colony need more care-
ful supervision. The slaughter housss, with very few exceptiors. are rot maintained
in a satisfactory state of repair. The Belize Slaughter House is too small and does not
do credit to the capital town. At some future date it is hoped a modern bui'ding will be
built on the south side of the river at the junction of the Collett Can2l and the Haul-
over Creek.

79. It is unfortunate that there are not travelling inspectors to curervive the
slaughtering and control of slaughter houses; some very poor meat is so'd in the marke!,

B0. Dairies. There are no registered dairies in the Colony although cheece, butter
and milk is sold to the public. The present method of production cannot be clasced as
hygienic and any enactment and enforcement of regulations would put these small con-
cerns out of action.
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123. Punta Gorda Hospital was entirely re-buili during the year under review; the
accommodation for patients has been increased from 8 beds to 16. There is ample room
to increase the bed accommodation by a further 5 beds should the occasion arise. ?fﬂli_l'ﬁf
bathrooms have been added. Separate quarters for the Nursing Staff have been built.
A special room has been set aside for the Infant Welfare Clinic, also an office for the
Sanitary Inspector.

124. In Cayo Hospital rooms to accommodate the nurses were added, the rooms
they vacated giving an extra private ward, consulting room and a Sanitary Inspector’s
office. '

125. The Rockefeller Foundation very kindly arranged for three nurs:s to be sent
to Santo Tomas Hospital, Panama, for a three year course of training, including Public
Health nursing; These girls started their training in April. It is hoped to send two more
nurses to Panama in 1940. Also it is hopad to send other girls to the U. 8. A., as the
original scheme of special training in the United Kingdom has been abandoned owing
to the war. :

126. The training of nurses and midwives continues in Belize, but it is felt that
the wider experience 1o be gained in Panama and the States, would imbue the girls with
the fundamental principles of nursing not obtained within the limited scope of the Belize
Hospital.

127. A detailed classification of diseases seen and treated in the Belize and Dis-
trict Hospitals will be found at the end of this report. The discases have been classified
according to the 1938 Revision of the International List of the Causes of Deaths.

BELIZE HOSPITAL.

128. Owr Patient Department. A total of 7297 new cases of sickness was dealt
with in this department during the year. A large part of the work consists of treating
accidents, dressings, minor operations, examination of police cases, examination of food
handlers and of drivers of motor vehicles. The total number of cases seen during the
year was 12,000. The same department also handles the Venereal Diseases Clinics, the
Eye and Dental Clinies. These total 7000, Thus the total number of cases, all types.
seen in the Out-Patient Department amounts to 26,297 during the year.

129. In Parienrs. 1846 patients were admited to the Belize Hospital. A
tailed list of the discases will be found at the end of the report. The surgical work
greatly increased during the year under review, 602 operations were performed as
pared with 365 operations made during 1938. A detailed list of these operations will
found later in the report.

130. The hospital is now equipped to deal with almost every type of case
surgical and medical, the exception being advanced Ear, Nose and Throat work.
Nuffield presented the Colony with a Respirator (Iron Lungh.

131. It is the policy of the Depariment to equip the Belize Hospital in order
deal with all types of work and to treat the District Hospilals as clearing stations; thi
policy will be further extended as transport facilities improve. An Ambulance service
will be essential with the development of roads.

75Es

¥

Es

132. Maternity Ward. The Maternity Ward has had the largest number of
ca35es in its history last year.

The following Table shows the figures for the last 5 years: —

Year Live Babies Born Miscarriages  Stillbirths Total
Male Female

1934 70 &3 3 8 175
1935 70 74 4 10 158
1936 T4 65 4 17 190
1937 93 96 11 4 204
1938 85 105 5 4 199
1939 85 112 4 10 211

133. There were 13 instrumental deliveries made during the year.

Belize Venereal Diseases Clinie,

134, Although the clinic was started in 1935 it is only during the year under re-

view that a more systematic approach to the problem has been made. Owing to in-
adequate facilities more attention has been given to the treatment of Syphilis than of
Gonorrhoea.
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