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Of the total number of deaths, 41.39, were certified by a Medical Practi-
tioner as against 45.2 in 1931.

Vital Statistics.

The population of the Colony at the end of the year was estimated to be
52,945 as detailed in Table 2.

The average Birth rate of the Colony excesses the death rate by 15 per
thousand. The Birth rate is highest in Toledo District and lowest in Orange
Walk. The Death rate is highest in Orange Walk District and lowest in Cayo.

Registration of Births and Deaths is compulsory. There is no Registra-
tion of still-births.

Infantile Mortality.

Figures dealing with Infantile Mortality are shown in Table 3.

The Infantile Mortality Rate for the Colony is 104.5 as against 133.5 last

ear. It is highest in Corozal and lowest in Belize. The British Honduras

fant Welfare League was inaugurated in 1928, This is a voluntary organisa-

tion supported by voluntary subseripticns. It is deing excellent work ; un-

fortunately limited funds preclude the Committee of the League from extend-

ing their work to all the Listricts. It operates only in Belize where there is a
weekly clinie for babies. There is also a Staff of voluntary health visitors.

Tables showing the sick invaliding and death rates of European or Native
officials are not inserted as Government Officials are attended by Private

Medical Practitioners.

Appended are extracts from the Reports of the Assistant Medical Officers
of the various Districts.

III. HYGIENE AND SANITATION.
Administrative.

There is a Central Board of Health for the entire Colony consisting of
seven members, The Principal Medical Officer is Chairman of this Board and
Medical Officer of Health for the Colony.

The ﬂulnnﬁr is divided into six Districts, each with a Local Authority.
The Local Authority for the Town of Belize is the Town Board of Belize.

Tn each of the Districts, the Assistant Medical Officer is the District Medical
Officer of Health.

Table 4 details the Sanitary Staff controlled by the Central Board of
Health.
Preventive Measures.

Yellow Fever.—The absence of any pipe-borne water supply in the Colony
necessitates considerable storage of rain water in tanks, vats, barrels and other
receptacles with consequent Stegomyia breeding. The Hurricane of 10th
September, 1931, did considerable damage to the vats and tanks and conse-
quently householders have resorted to barrels and other receptacles in which

to store their drinking water.

The Sanitary Staff have been engaged in frequent inspections in order to
detect the presence or absence of mosquito larvae in these receptacles.



The Stegomyia House Index has remained quite satisfactory—the practice
of keeping flowers in vases having been discontinued, but the Barrel Index
has gone down from 359, in 1931 to 22,99/, in 1932.

These figures are not likely to be reduced until all householders are com-
pelled to comply with the provisions of the Law and keep an adequate sized
vat or tank on their premises for the storage of water. This has not been pos-
sible during the year on account of general financial depression among the

people.

Arrivals in the Colony from Guatemala, Mexico (except Payo Obispo)
and Spanish Honduras are all subjected to Medical surveillance on landing,
but owing to the length of our coast line and boundaries, it is safe to assume
that evasions frequently oceur; and thercin liss a great source of danger,
necessitating the reduction of the Stegomyia Index to a vanishing peint.

Sereening of water receptacles is not universally practized as a preventive
measure—while it is the most effective, it i3 the most expensive, The use of
larvivorous fish is by far the most commonly uged anti-stezomyia preventive
measure. It is both cheap and effective. Oiling is an effective measure which
is also frequently used.

Crab Destruction.—The destruction of crabs by means of Cyanogas was
continued dwming the vear. The results have been satisfactory. Crabs are
temporarily decreased in number and so are also crab holes, sheltering places
of mosquitoes and sandflies. Tt is unfortunate that the vote under this Sub-

head had to be again reduced.

Malaria.—Preventive Measures are inadeqguate on account of lack of funds.
All pools of stagnant water within the Towns are periodically ciled. The re-
clamation of the Barracks arca of swampy land in Belize has begun and its
reclamation will ke of considerable benefit to the community.

The use of Quinine prophylactically is not popular. Quinine in limited
guantity is available from all hospitals in the Colony for this purpose and $250
has been expended this year in free distribution of Quinine by Medical Officers,
with satisfactory results.

Dysenlery,—Faulty methods of disposal of exereta are mainly responsible
for the presence of this disease, which is particularly prevalent in the out-lying
districts. Latrines have already been provided for the Villages of Maskall and
Bomba by the Central Board of Health. Bv education and example, much
can be done to make the country villagers latrine-minded.

Tuberculosis—When a person who has been notified to be suffering from
this dizease dies, the room is disinfected by the Sanitary Inspector.

Accommaodation has been provided for 12 destitute sufferers from this
dizease at the Belize Poor Houses, The general publie is well inrformed of the
infectious nature of the dizease.

Measures to prevent the access of dust, dirt and flies to food-stuffs are
generally adopted,

General Measures.
Sewace DNsSrosaL.

(a) The Tawn of Belize.—The majority of householders in Belize empty
their utensils into the River, the Canals running through the town, or into the
sea. A pump capable of periodically emptying the North Side Canal has been
provided by the Local Authority and gives excellent service. A pump for the
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South Side Canal has not been erected by the Local Authority owing to lack
of funds.

Individual septic tanks are becoming popular among the better class
regidents, but there are too many houses where owing to lack of water, funds,
or of space, water closets are an impossibility. This being so, the emptying
of utensils into the Canals while it may be unsightly and disagreeable, is far
more sanitary than storage in pails or pits within the house or in close proximity
to other houses.

The Public Latiines are all built over the sea or 1iver or canals and they
are maintained in a sanitary condition.

(b) In other parts of the Colony.—In Stann Creek Town, conditions resem-
ble those prevailing in Belize. In other districts, pit latrines are in use. In
the scattered villages in the country districts, the most primitive methods
exist. The surface of the ground being almost entirely used.

BEMOVAL AxD DisrosaL orF REruse.

The scavenging of the town of Belize and other towns in the Colony is
performed under the direction of the Local Authority. In Belize, motor trucks
to replace the mule carts have been employed by the Local Authority and con-

ditions continue to be much improved.

The Bye-Laws require that the receptacles used by householders should
be covered, but they are very often not covered. As they arc‘e_mptmt_l prompt-
ly of their contents ne nuisance is caused. The Bye-Law requiring daily sweep-
ings and cleaning of yards by houscholders has not been repealed hurt‘u_ written
notice, giving time for the cleaning up and sweeping is now given. This notice
is usnally complied with.

The town rubbish is “dumped” within the town limits. Rubbish is now
being covered with earth within 24 hours of “dumping™ it, or alternatively
is burnt. :

WATER SUPPLY.

{a) Belize.—Rain water stored in vats, tanks and other receptacles on
premises of householders is the only source of drinking water,

There are many wells, but these are not used for the supply of water for
drinking purposes.

The Town Board has a sapply of rain water stored in vats for sale to the
general public.

The supply is inadequate if there is a prolonged dry season and generally
for domestic and sanitary services. Especially has the supply been inadequate
this vear, on account of the destruction of vats and tanks caused by the hurri-

cane.

(b) In the oui-districis, the water supply is similar to Belize, In Stann
Creek, river water is also used.
DRAINAGE.

In Belize.—There are a few drains in the town, but few of them act effect-

ually owing to the absence of any fall to the sea. During high tide, there is
actually an inflow from the sea, river, and canals to the adjoining streets and

house lots.

In the rainy season, oil has to be continually applied to such water in these
drains as does not soak through the soil.












1
I 11 X k. [ Vi
1 [ (10 r BISGEATLL: YR N
I il 1k L&) . - [ L1
i . | ' i 10N
r g et aar ¥ O e
. I 1 : Y ¥ i o OV
& 1 ) 3
[] By Led il i i TIEF & = LR il | ha] ks
I 1.2
)
LT D FETILA LT 10" AL Tl ¥ v a
1 (18 Are t 108 G0 1T A S8 ] i [ L AT ]
1 ] AT = ) LT [OTL AN ANuEciment


































21

ber of cases ocenrred in September, October and November, corresponding
fairly closely with the wet season.

A large number of cases were admitted from the new Government Settle-
ment at Nineteen and Twenty Miles, These were not, in my opinion, fresh
infections but recurrences of old Malarial disease brought on by exposure to
wet and cold.

I also eame across minor epidemic of this disease in the Mullins River and
Sittee River areas during the Autumn months.

The Benign Tertian type was, as is usual, the most common. The fatal
cases in Hospital were all Sub-tertian type with Cerebral Complications—
Convulsions and Coma.

A large number of Malarial cases are probably never seen by Medical
Practitioners and remain untreated.

DYSENTERY.

During the months of July and August several cases of this dizease were
admitted to Hospital from laboming gangs clearing land for 19 and 20 Miles
Settlement, They ecame from Belize, Contamination of Settlement water
supply was a danger to be carefully watched as it also involved the main water
supply of Stann Creek Town. By supervision of Sanitation this was avoided,
but sporadic cases still crop up at the Settlement, due to scil pollution by these
labouress.

We had 28 case admitted to hospital with 3 deaths. The type was almost
wholly Amoebic.

PULMONARY PHTHISIS.

Is an all too common dizease in this District. Mozt of the cases are among
the Ca1ib population; of late however, many creoles are also infected. It is
invaiiably a fatal disease.

We are forced to admit pauper cases to hospital. They are usually seen
with such advanced disease that the boats refuse to carry them to Belize.

The infection of other cases in hospital is a constant menace.
The only solution of this problem is isolation.

A Register is kept of reported cases, and houses where they die in are dis-
infected but the whole procedure is unsatisfactory and gives no tangible results,

BLACK WATER FEVER.

Is another disease of defective sanitation, whatever theories of the Etiology
of this much discussed dizease are advanced it has been noted in this district
that every focus of infeciion had had adjacent to it, some evil smelling or putrid
ditch or swamp. In some cases as many as {ive infections in one family have
been reported.

During the vear, I had one death in Hospital. I think Dr Harwood had
{ive in his practice.

I have repeatedly advanced the opinion that ditches and so-called drains
are useless on this coastal belt, except for flood water. Oiling as anti-malarial
measure can be greatly eurtailed. The solution is filling in. Qil is expenzive
and transient—sand is cheap and permanent.
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We had approximately fifteen cases in this district in 1932, with 6 deaths ;
a fairly high mortality fate,

DEVELOPMENT OF THE STANN CREEK VALLEY.

This is an important undertaking, the significance of which is T think not
fully realized by the people of this [:E]._-_."}._ g WElC ink no

As I have stated in my quarterly reports, it is changing and will continue
to change the whole economic situation in the Stann Creek area,

This applies with equal force to the Mediral and Sanitary Departments.

The Sanitation of these settlements schemes is important not only to
themselves, but to the whole valley and Stann Creek Town,

It must be remembered that with the exception of a limited number of
vats, that the whole of this population depends on the North Stann Creek
River for its water supply ; any contamination by water-borne discase will
have disastrous results.

I have repeatedly urged this on the Agiicultural Department, pa rticularly
in view of the Dysentery Cases brought here by labourers clearing the land,

The question of a pipe-borne water supply for 19 and 20 miles Settlement
must be seriously conzidered at an early date.

QUARANTINE AND GENERAL SANITATION.

In view of the fact that there is now a general shuffle taking place among
Sanitary Inspectors, it is essential that competent, well trained inspectors be

posted to important points.

It has been suggested by the local anthority here, that due to lack of funds,
cheaper, less experienced and untrained men be substituted in Stann Creek.

I thoroughly disagree with that view. Three hundred and cighty vessels
entered and cleared this port, from foreign countiies, and 2,078 persons were
under quaraniine supervision during 1932. This. apart from many other
important considerations definitely places Stann Creek as an important point.
An undetected case of Yellow Fever plague or Small Pox, entering and cansing
an epidemie in this port would ruin it, and the whole Colony with it.

AGRICULTURAL STATION.

I have had to make suggestions re the latrines and water supply at the
stalion. The first latiines were faulty in type and location, these have now
been altered and necessary modifications complied with, possible contamina-
tion of the water supply at intake was obviated by changes in Sanitary arrange-

ments.

A fine system of flood drains has just been completed here. The health
of the staff and labourers has been uniformly good.

INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL—POMONA.

There is nothing of any importance to be said of this Institution. The
health of the staff and boys has been very good and sanitary arrangements
and water supply very satisfactory.
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Apart from a few minor injuries and ailments no illness,  The school hospi-
tal during the greater part of the year was empty.

Periodie visits to all these Institutions were made during the year.

DR. E. C. SAVONA, ASSISTANT MEDICAL OFFICER, TOLEDO,
writes as follows :—

1. Prevalent Diseazes. This is with reference to :—

(1) Malaria.—The type prevalent is almost entirely sub-tertian, at
least as far as one can judge clinically. The number of cases treated by me
during the year was 174 amongst which there has been a vaiiety of clinical
types. The Haemorrhagic type which I have only met with this year is pecu-
liar in that without much indisposition save the uvsuval malaize of chronie
malaria, excessive bleeding from the bowel becomes suddenly manifest and is
severe enough to lead to collapse. Malarial splenitis is very common. Two
cases of prolonged Haemolylic Jaundice which reci:ted treatment, but which
gradually cleared up were noted as well as a case of algid type ending fatally
in cardiae failuve.

(b) Dysentery.— I have not been able to convince myself that I have come
across any case of dyzentery of Bacterial or Ameelic origin, and I believe that
almost all cases that have come under my notice were caused by malarial
infection.

The routine treatment continues the same—quinine by mouth—and where
not opposed, by intramuscular injection. In selected cases the use of Plas-
moquin has also been practised with good results. Atebrin has also had a trial
but the eases treated have so far heen too few to allow of any general statement
bcing made. ¢

While all treatment of malaria must necessarily ke confined to the actual
dizease in acto and people at large do not usually take more quirine than they
can help, a satisfactory eradication—even in locals—of the dizease seems im-
possible, even for short periods. T have seen cases of malaria answer satis-
factorily to none of quinine per os, intramuscularly nor intravenously, Plas-
moquin per os, and Novarsenobillon intravencusly. For those a change in
locality seems to do most good.

The practice of distributing free compound tonie quinine tablets to the
different communities has horne results as are difficult to gavge. No records
at all are kept but from investigations made, it seems people cannot ke got to
take them unless they are actually sick and so its preventative object is foiled
doubly (i) in their being used therapeutically and (2) then wrongly as iron does
not help the fever state,

(¢} Hookworm [isease.—This is a8 numerous as in previcous yvears and is
confined to no special race, though it is more specially met with amongst the
Spanish community in town and up River Banks in the District and the Indian
Villages. Routine treatments were periodically given throvghout the year in
the Indian Villages to all cazes showing manifestations of the disease and in
town to such as applied for treatment. It i= unsafe to attempt to gauge the
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incidence of this diﬂﬂﬂ?ﬂ for many reasons, (i) the inaceessibility to a large num-
ber of cases living thinly spread all over the district ; especially is this the
case with the Maya Indian (ii) the indistinguishability of the clinical manifesta-
tions of Chronic Malaria and Helminthissis from Uncinariasis (iii }the co-infesta-
tion of these diseases, (iv) the serions indifference of all but only a few cases
with which the disease is looked upon, ]

The treatment though in many cases satisfactory as such. is more or less
I:Eﬂ.ElEH! because (i) no follow-up treatment is taken, (1i) re-infection is the rule
glil.} the disease is usually superimposed upon and followed by under-nutrition ;
t is remarkable in this sense how soon after a prolonged sfay at the hospital
where an adequacy of food and tonic after-treatment is afforded them, these
cases reverse to the half-alive anaemic bloated patients that they were hefore
their admission to the Hospital. In my opinion, therefore, the prevention of
this disense should be concentrated on a vigorous attack on the reservoir—
the infected soil—and education in school. The provision and usage of suitable
latrines should go far to minimize infection as well as re-infection of treated
cases ; treatment should also be encouraged. 1 have come round to the opinion,
reported probably in other localilies, of the possibility of infection FET 08 vin
the water. One comes very rarely across any true cases of ground itch,

(¢) Helminthiasis.—Very common. Treatment usvally is effective in
expeliing countless worms but very rarely leacing to a permanent cure. for the
reason that advi e is not sought until it is too late. Remarkable atout the
treatment is the sudden deaths that occur not uncommonly after treatment—
in condilion of acute Illeus or Auto-istoxication.

Measures for the abatement of the same should include effective legislation
for the keeping of hog-pens or pigs roaming at large away from human habijta-
tions, in town and district alike. Inculcation into the masses of a love of per-

- sonal cleanliness as well as the necessity of sceming cleanliness in the matter

of food and water should go a long way to abate the rather large mortality
obtaining under this one head. From a purely administrative standpcint more
and adequate latiines should be built in town and country.

The very keeping, irrespective of the condition in which hog-pens are kept,
of pigs about a habitable locality. is a nvisance, and pressure should be exerted
to get these pens removed from habited precincts. Especially is this needed
in the Indian Villages where hogs and men co-habit the same house not in-
frequently at all hours of the day.

(") and (¢} are diseases of ditt and as such much could ke done by elemen-
tary hygiene instruction in the school

Helminthiasis is more observed in the Sparish commurity of Monkey
River and the scttlements up Columbtia Fiver and is infrequent in the Indian
vi lages where Chronic Malaiia and Hookworm are almost vriversal, the splecn
rate beinz in the region of 60-759% especially in Ciique Sarco.  Although tours
of Madial inspeciion were usual and treatment have not infrequently been
given, still the inaceessibility of medical sid generally accounts for the high
spleric rate and the rather hizh incidence of deaths from “*fits” in ¢l ildien and
“fever” in adults—the commonest of returns by the lay registrars. The Incians
are not averse to taking quinine and it is pitiful that there is ro way of giving
it to them. A recent attempt to distiibute free quinine Tablets has not vet
given appreciable results mainly because the shoriress of its duration, the time
sinee its inception not having allowed of the establishment of a custom amongst
the villagers.

Tropical Ulceration.—The same ineffeciiveness in treatment is experienced
as last year. The etiology wonld appear to redide in a combination of many
factors. prime of which is a lime loeality. Effective treatment is hampered
by the causative agent being unknown. After very trying treatment these
ulcers seem to heal of themselves and no known treatment (Orisol lately advo-
cated in the medical press has not been tried). has any influence on their course,



25

(¢) Venereal Diseases.—Syphilis is uncommon unless the tertiary stage
which goes undetected for want of suitable laboratory help.

Gonorrhoea.—Very common in the chronie stage but does not seem to give
rise to any of the complications that are part and parcel of the original infection
at home. There is no adequate gauge of its incidence, patients making nothing
of the preliminary symptoms, and only reporling for treatment whenever
greatly inconvenienced.

Inguinal Lymphogranclma.—Occasional.

The treatment of all these diseases is erratic and aims at the alleviation
of presenting symptoms and not a cure in the majority of instances. The reason
for this is the expense involved, the lengthy duration of the treatment to estab-
lish a cure, and the non-provision of laberatory facilitizs. There is a good lot
to be done to educate the people into the true state of affairs as all sorts of
false fancy notions are prevalent and these die hard. The correciion of these
is a preliminary necestity to eradicate these diseases and especially is this the
case with gonorrhoea.  Some ground has been covered in this respect by the
dis-reet albeit slow distiibution of leaflets about these social dizeases circulated
by the Central Board of Health, but this is a feeble way to force home to the
native the essentials with some compelling emphasis.  Educational {ilms might
better impress correct notions than the written word which is not often under
stood. There is a tang of the novel in this way of education and it appeals to
an unintelligent public in a manner that mere reading does not.

SANITATION.

A lot was done duting the year as funds allowed, mainly in the Front
Street in the matter of droins and street building, which has done away with
a lot of puddling and has adequately allowed of good drainage of a goodly
portion of the town. The rank vegetation has been attended to and the town
in generil has been oiled periodically. A drawback which renders the effective
oiling of the town is the immense and increasing number of crabs and their
holes which hold water for a great while. So also in a smaller degree do ant hills
act and this pest is ever-increasing in the town. A bad practice sanctioned
by iis cconomical exceution is the macheting of bush and leaving it in ¢ilu to
decay and thus provi le for a more luxuriant growth in the next crop. The
condition of the Distiict Board’s finances does not allow of a greater attack
of these three matters. Apart from the Front Street, the drains are in a bad
shape due to the inalility to direct any but sporacic atteniion to them ; some-
thing is to be hoped for next year in the Listiict Board’s decition to have these
drains progressively concreted. Crab-holes aid in the piiting of the drain beds,
as also the hatit of the people of disposing of their minor rublish into them.

Latrines.— Are too few in point of the people they are supposed to serve.
Withal they are saritary and in good repeir. At the North end of the town
there is great need for one to be built as a great and continuous uge is made of
the nearby bush for this purpose. The same also happens all over the back
of the town where it merges with the forest.  Pigs are not debarred by law from
being kept within the limits of the town, o long as the styes are attended to
adequately, but it is in the very nature of a stye to be anything if not offenzive.
So that their removal outside of the town becomes necessary. How much this
is the case is shown by two complaints that I reccived during t he yvear of such
nuisances, These have since been attended to. Horges also are allowed to run
loose in the town for the beneficial effect of keeping the grass down and a1e a
source of danger to chillren when stampeding. The market was enlarged
last yvear and a fish-stall installed, but despite the provision of a landing stage
for the conveninece of iish vendors and the seeming of the necessary Bye-Laws,
nothing is done to ensure the sale of {ish there. The Cemetery was re-fenced
during the vear and cleaned twice. It is in a good locality but is overrun by
numerous crabs. 4
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 Disposal of Refuse.—Up to the beginming of the year, it was usual for the
Dugt-rju:t Board to hire the services of a cartman who went histounds as often
as it was possible to keep him in work and scavenged the town of all but the
grosser refuse. Unfortunately it was not always found possible to pay this
man but the people were educated to leave all their refuse in accessible places
knowing that some time or another this would be removed. Now that itis no
longer done, all sorts of refuse are left in accessible as well as in inaccessible
places, which creates both a nuisance and is very unsightly

VACCINATION.,

One hundred and seventy-seven individuals were vaccinated successfully
during the year as against 178 last vear, These were largely done during the
end of the year, the lymph supplied at the beginning being faulty and not
productive of suecessful Jennerian vesicles,

One hundred and fifty were carried out by myself personally soon after
the receipt of the vaccine and bespoke almost total success,

INFANTILE MORTALITY.

Very little of infantile work comes under my notice, unless it be the more
hopeless cases suffering from Hookworm and Helminthiasis or Acute Malaiia,
which trio must account for almost all deaths, Catarrhal bronchitis, is com-
mon but of actual marasmic conditions there is very little, desyite a rather sad
ignorance of common knowledge about infant feeding.

MATERNITY.

There is no means of gauging the actual death rate amongst midwifery
and lying-in cases, these being managed from beginning to end by the native
midwife, and unless something of the dramatically acute happens, one is only
then summoned for the Death Certificate. Judging from purely arbitrary
considerations, T should say that the maternal death-rate is considerable.
Ignorance of their state still largely prevails amongst young mothers and this
is often kept up by the old milwife who is necessarily the most respected but
who knows very little indeed of pre-natal work and still less of the | ying-in period.
It is to be expected therefore that there be a kigh degre: of genital prolapse
amongst women and this must obviously be due to crude methods of delivery
and after-care.

A series of leetures was arranged during the dry ccason of the year in which
all the milwives attended, at the concluzion of which a pamphlet issued by the
Central Board of Health was circulated, explsired, and distributed with in-
junctions for timely and constant reference to it. I have not scen resulting
from this instruction any but normal cases refeired to & medical practitioner
and I know of septic puerpera about, Tt is very difficult to bring to the knowl-
edge of these good, albeit ignorant people the necessary data, which seem all
but incomprehensible despite the patients taken and the repeated explanation.
Ina simihir way attempts to establish a Nursing Class in the community failed
because of the casualness with which these classes are normally imbued,

QUARANTINE.

The regulations for safeguarcirg Quaraniine are adequate, Fut despite
this, a few cases of evasion at Punta Gorda and at Barraneo are still met with
and these are dealt with in the Courts, two cases being ‘ized dwing the vear.
Checks on the work of the sub-inspector at Barranco resulted in i is work being
found satisfactory, at least on the books insyected. One case during the yvear
was reported to have been suffering with Fever which on inspection was found
to be no more than a bad case of Malatia from which the patient subsequently
died.
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The following table shows the percentages of Mosquito infection for the
yoar o—

First  Second Third Fourth Fifth Year's

Average
In vases in houses .. 0.0% 0.0% 0.1% 0.09% 0.1% 0.1=¢
In vats and tanks .. 6.49% 9.7% 6.0% 5.9% 6.89 7.0%
Inbarrels .. ..  27.39 20.1% 25.39 13.19, 17.29, 22.99
Inwells .. ..  3.19% 12.1% 9.4% 4.29 1.1% 6.0%
In other receptacles 5.19% 8.69% I11.8%, 7.5% 17.09,  B.69%

During the year 1,188 vats and tanks were fished and re-fished by the
Sanitary Inspectors.

One hundred and forty-four notices for sereening vats and tanks were
served and complied with.

During the year 26 notices were served in respect to wells.

Seven wells have been filled in ; thirty-seven fitted with meequito preof
covers and pumps. Fifty-three were kept fished by their owners.

One thonsand and forty-two barrels were found with mesquito larvae.
This increase in the number of barrels is due to the recent hurricane having
destroyed and damaged a great number of water cisteins and in consequence
the people had to resort to the use of barrels for some time, These are all ciled
and householders warned against keeping water in open barrels, and in cases
only of persistent neglect is a prosecution made. Twenty-three such presecu-
tioiis were made during the year. Twenty-three convictions were abtained
and fines varying from 50 cents to £2.50 inflicted.

Other prosecutions for breaches of the Mosquito Regulations numkbered
five. In five cases convictions were obtained. Fines were imposed in three
cases.

(B)  Defective Seavenging,—Four premises only were found to he insanitary
owing to the accumulation of rubbish thereon and reported to the Local
Authority.

(¢) Septie Tanks—There are now 145 septic tanks in the town. Thirty-
eight were erected previous to the adopticn of a standard type.

The remaining premises in Belize have their exereta removed daily to the
sea or canals in buckets or other utensils,

Line-lying Lots—No notices were served during the vear in respect to low-
lying lots.

Culting and clearing of bush.—Fix hundred and thirty-four notices were
served. Five hundred and ninety-e'ght have been complied with and the
necessary cutting and clearing has been done by individual owners. No prose-
cutions were made by the Local Authority.

Crab Destruction.— During the yvear 15,710 crab holes were destroved as
against 83,503 last year. Owing to weather conditions, no more could ke accom-
plished. Cyanogas is ineffoctive if the erab hole is full of water.

Repairs to Vals.—Five hundred and sixtv-onc notices were served in
respect to repairs to vats. Ore hundred and fifty-six notices were complied
with.
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