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BRITISH HONDURAS
ANNUAL MEDICAL AND SANITARY REPORT FOR THE
YEAR ENDING 31st DECEMBER, 1931.

1. ADMINISTRATION.

(m) Staff.

The Staff consists of a Principal Medical Officer and seven Assistant
Mediecal Officers—two for Belize and one each for the Districts of Corozal,
Orange Walk, Stann Creck, Toledo and Cayo.

Neither the Principal Medical Officer nor the Assistant Medical Officers
in Belize are allowed private practice. The other Assistant Medical Officers
are allowed private practice.

A European Nursing Staff controlling a native Staff and consisting of —
{a) A Matron—Belize Hospital.
(b) A Nursing Sister—Belize Hospital.

Table 1 details the Medical and Nursing Staff.

Dr. W. E. Burton, Principal Medical Officer, was on leave from 26th June
to 10th October, 1931. During his absence, his duties were very ably performed
by Lt.-Col. the Honourable James Cran, M.D., O.B.E., V.D., lately Principal
Medical Officer.

Dr. W. Johnson, Assistant Medical Officer ,Toledo District, was transferred
to Nigeria on 156th February, 1931. His post has not yet been filled.

Dr. V. FF. Ander=son, Aszsistant Medical Officer, Belize, was on leave from
from 4th September to 31st December, 1931,

In the hurricane of 10th September, 1931, the Male Head Attendant of
the Poor House, Mr. Horatio N. Springer and the Female Head Attendant,
Mrs. F. Taylor, lost their lives. Both were excellent officers, kindly and atten-
tive to the inmates and their deaths, which occurred while in the execution of

their duty, are much regretted.

The Hurricane of 10th September with its attendant destruction of hospital
buildings and severe easualities, threw a considerable strain on the existing
hospital staff. both medical and nursing. The staff, under the very able direc-
tion of Colonel Cran, acting Principal Medical Officer, worked indefatigably,
sparing neither time nor trouble. All the officers on leave in the Colony, with
one exception, reported immediately for duty, and it can be said without any
question that they upheld the noblest traditions of the service to which they

belong.

A considerable number of energetic workers among the general public
were available from the morning after the dizaster, to give assistance to the
inadequate and overworked nursing staff, and we are greatly indebted to them
for their generous and unselfish belp.
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The figqrasg for average daily number of imnates for Belize are approximate
only—the Diaries having been destroyed in the hurricane of 10th September.

Central Board of Health.

Personal Emoluments .. 88,820,57
Other Charges .. el 5:B18 00

$14,342. 66

The total expenditure for Medical and Sanitary Service (in so far as the
Central Board of Health is concerned with the latter service) is $105,020,82
or 9.89%, of the total Revenue of the Colony.

II. PUBLIC HEALTH.

(2) General Remarks.

No guarantinable disease occurred in the Colony during the year.

The hurricane of 10th September killed, so far as is officially known, 722
persons. The number of injured were relatively few due, no doubt, to the
tidal wave which accompanied the hurricane.

It is fortunate that no serious epidemic of disease followed in the wake
of the hurricane. There was, however, an increase in the number of cases of
Malarial Fever, due to the fact that the more urgent work of cleaning up the
wreckage had to be attended to, to the exelusion of anti-larval measures.
There was also a good many cases of dysentery, due to the plague of house
flies caused by the unavoidable temporary accumulation in the town of decom-
posing animal and vegetable matter.

(1) GENERAL DISEASES.

Cancer was responsible for 25 deaths or 4,69 of the total certified deaths
as against 14 deaths in 1930. There were no deaths from this disease in Orange
Walk or Toledo.

Diabetes was responsible for 5 deaths.

(2) COMMUNICABLE DISEASES,
(@) Mosquilo or Insect-borne.

Malaria.—The deaths from this disease during the past five yvears are as
follows :— -

1927 .. 36 deaths or 6 99, of total certified deaths.

1928 .. 43 deaths or 10 49 of total certified deaths.

1920 .. 43 deaths or 9 29 of total certified deaths.

1930 .. 53 deaths or 10,072, of total certified deaths.

1931 .. 35 deaths or 6.4%, of total certified deaths.

Two hundred and fifty-five nncertafied deaths ocenrred in whish She cause
of death is stated to have been “Fever " A large number of these deaths were

prabably due to Malaria.



The number of cases of Malaria treated in the Public Hospitals of the
Colony during the past five years is as follows :—

Hospital 1927 1928 1929 1930 1931
Bolize .. i 130 187 146 212 250
Corozal . . ws a5 42 80 a5 59
Stann Creek .. 74 110 55 54 45
Orange Walk .. 35 43 80 85 66
Cayvo .. o 23 31 83 67 47
Toledo .. . 22 27 41 a4 64

Total for Colony 319 440 485 547 531
Percentage of Total
Hospital Cases 16.8 22.7 22.3 24.3 20.9

The type of the disease most commonly met with is the Sub-tertian or
Aestivo Autumnal.

Black-water Fever.—Ten cases were treated in the Hospitals—6 in Corozal
with one death, 2 in Orange Walk with one death and 2 in Toledo.

Yellwr Fever.—There has been no occurrence of this disease since 1921.
Enteric Group and Dysentery.

Enterie Fever.—There were three cases of Enteric Fever in the Corozal
Hospital, with no deaths.

Dysentery.—Ninety-three cases were treated in the various hospitals
during the year with 9 deaths. There were 37 uncertified deaths in which the
cause is stated to have been “Dysentery, Diarrhoea and Bowels.” Many of
these are probably cases of Dysentery. Both the Bacillary and Amoebic types

oocur.
(b) Infectious Diseases.

Tuberculosis.~—Certified deaths from this disease are as follows :—

1927 .. 48deaths .. 9.29 of total certified.
1928 .. 40deaths .. 9.79% of total certified.
1929 .. 51 deaths .. 10.9% of total certified.
1930 .. 62 deaths .. 12.99 of total certified.
1931 .. 46 deaths .. 8.5% of total certified.

There were also durin%3 the year 38 uncertified deaths in which the cause
of death is stated to have been “Consumption,” “Cough” or “Cold.”

There were 51 cases of Tuberculosis treated in the various Hospitals in
the Colony during this year as against 69 cases in 1930 and 63 cases in 1929.

During the year 15 cases of Tuberculosis were notified as against 12 last
year.

The Pulmonary form of this disease most commonly occurs.

Venereal Diseases are very common in all the districts. Unfortunately
it is difficult to get patients to submit to orthodox treatment in the early stages
and to continue same long enough to effect a permanent cure. There was,
until September, a Venereal Disease Ward of twelve beds at the Belize
Hospital which was always full.
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Small Pox.—No ease of this disease occurred during the vear. There was
an epidemic of Chicken Pox throughout the Colony in the early part of the year.
One case of “*Alastrim™ occurred in Belize. All persons coming into the Colony
from the neighbouring Republics, during the presence there of Small Pox were
re-vaccinated and voluntary re-vaccination was urged on the general public
with some degree of success.

The Total number of successful vaceinations performed during the vear
was as follows :-— '

District Total
Belize o = a6l
Corozal i e 494
Orange Walk % 109
Stann Creck e 215
Toledo i e 178
Cayo A o 241

Total for Colony 1.508

The figures for the past four vears are :—

[T 1,165
v R e 1,180
17 1,081
10800 oareriake 1,327

(c) Helminthic Diseases.

Ankuylostomiasis is extremely prevalent in the country distriets of the
Colony.

Morbidity.—The following table shows the number of deaths from all
causes oceurring in the various districts of the Colony during the four quarters
of the vear as compared with the previous year :—

Misirict First Recomd Third Fourth Total

Quarter Quarter Quarter Quarter

1930 1931 1930 1931 1930 1931 1930 1931 1930 1931
Belize .. 88 101 85 80 78 82 106 121 356 384
Corozal .. 41 67 47 46 25 40 38 52 151 204
Orange Walk 28 29 37 40 as 29 50 a0 153 128

Stann Creek 19 38 19 32 17 24 31 24 86 118
Toledo .. 33 44 30 1] 31 107 46 56 140 263
Cavo .. 32 17 23 23 30 32 21 24 115 96

Total .. 241 296 241 276 228 314 281 307 1001 1193

Of the total number of deaths, 45.29%, were certified by a Medical Practi-
tioner as against 48,6 in 1930,

Vital Statistics.

The population of the Colony at the end of the year was estimated to be
52,139 as detailed in Table 2.

There has been a marked increase in the number of deaths in all districts
of the Colony except Orange Walk and El Cayo and especially is this so in
Belize as a result of the hurricane. The Death-rate this year is practically the

same as the Birth-rate.



Registration of Births and Deaths is compulsory. There is no Registration
of still-births.

Infantile Mortality.
Figures dealing with Infantile Mortality are shown in Table 3.

The Infantile Mortality Rate for the Colony is 133.5 as against 100.5 last
vear. It is highest in Toledo and lowest in Cayo. The British Honduras
Infant Welfare League was inaugurated in 1928, This is a voluntary ﬂrgn‘nim-
tion supported by voluntary subseriptions. It is doing excellent work ; un-
fortunately limited funds preclude the Committee of the League from extend-
ing their work to all the districts. It operates only in Belize where there is a
weekly clinie for babies. There is also a staff of voluntary health visitors.

Tables showing the sick invaliding and death rates of European or Native
officials are not inserted as Government Officials are attended by Private

Medical Practitioners.

Appended are extracts from the Reports of the Assistant Medical Officers
for the various districts.

III. HYGIENE AND SANITATION.
Administrative.

There is a Central Board of Health for the entire Colony consisting of
seven members. The Principal Medieal Officer is Chairman of this Board and
Medical Officer of Health for the Colony.

The Colony is divided into six Districts, each with a Local Authority.
The Local Authority for the Town of Belize is the Town Board of Belize.

In each of the Districts, the Assistant Medical Officer is the Distriet Medical
Officer of Health.

Table 4 details the Sanitary Staff controlled by the Central Board of Health.
Preventive Measures.

Yellow Fever.—The absence of any pipe-borne water supply in the Colony
necessitates considerable storage of rain water in tanks, vats, barrels and other
receptacles, with consequent gSt-egum_}-'ia breeding. The Hurricane of 10th
September did considerable damage to the vats and tanks and consequently
water has to be stored at present largely in barrels and other receptacles.

The Sanitary Staff have been engaged in frequent inspections in order to
detect the presence or absence of mosquito larvae in these receptacles.

The Stegomyia House Index has remained quite satisfactory—the practice
of keeping flowers in vases having been discontinued, but the Barrel Index has
risen from 5.8% in 1920 and 8.5% in 1930 to 35% in November, 1931.

This will not be reduced until all householders are compelled by the Local
Authority to comply with the provisions of the Law and keep an adequate
sized vat or tank on their premises for the storage of water.

Arrivals in the Colony from Guatemala, Mexico and Spanish Honduras
are all subjected to Medical surveillance on landing, but owing to the length
of our coast line and boundaries, it is safe to assume that evasions frequently
occeur ; and therein lies a great source of danger, necessitating the reduction
of the Stegomyia Index to a vanishing point.
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Screening of water receptacles iz not universally practised as a preventive
measure—while it is the most effective, it is the most expensive.  The use of
larvivorous fish is by far the most commonly used anti-stegomyia preventive
measure. It is both cheap and effective. Oiling is an effective measure which
is also frequently used.

Crab Destruction.—The destruction of erabs by means of Cyanogas was
continued during the year. The results have been satisfactory. Crabs are
temporarily decreased in number and so are also erab holes, sheltering places
of mosquitoes and sandflies.

Malaria.—Preventive Measures are inadeguate on account of lack of funds.
All pools of stagnant water within the Towns are periodically oiled. The re-
clamation of the Barracks area of swampy land in Belize has begun and its
reclamation will be of considerable benefit to the community.

The use of Quinine prophylactically is not popular. Quinine in limited

uantity is available from all hospitals in the Colony for this purpose and $350

been expended this yvear in free distribution of Quinine by Medical Officers,
with satisfactory results,

Dysentery.—While house flies are not as plentiful in this Colony as in
other tropical countries, there are still enough of them to be dangerous and
tollowing the hurricane, much fly-breeding in the numerous heaps of debris
and rubbish vesulted. This was, however, only temporary and was remedied
as soon as the extraordinary circumstances caused by the hurricane ceased
to exist.

Faulty methods of disposal of excreta are also responsible for the presence
of this disease, which is particularly prevalent in the out-lying districts. Lat-
rines have already been provided for the Villages of Maskall and Bomba by
the Central Board of Health. By education and example, much can be done
to make the country villagers latrine-minded.

Tuberculosis.—When a person who has been notified to be suffering from
this disease dies, the room is disinfected by the Sanitary Inspector.

Accommodation formerly provided for five destitute sufferers from this
disease at the Belize Poor Houses is not now available, the Poor Houses having
been destroyed by the hurricane. The general public is well informed of the
infections nature of the disease.

Cases of tuberculosis will continue to increase until means are forthcoming
to provide free treatment, if not for all early cases in isolation, at least for the
poor and destitute who have at present to find a lodging where and how they
can. Measures to prevent the access of dust, dirt and flies to foods stuffs are
generally adopted.

General Measures,
SEWAGE DISPOSAL.

(¢) The Town of Belize.—The majority of householders in Belize empty
their utensils into the River, the Canals ronning through the town, or into the
gea. A pnmp capable of periodieally emptying the North Side Canal was pro-
vided by the Local Authority and gave excellent service until it was damaged
in the hurricane. The pump for the South Side Canal has not been erected by
the Local Authority owing to lack of funds.

Individual septic tanks are becoming popular among the better class
. residents, but there are too many honses where owing to lack of water, funds,
or of space, water clozets are an impossibility. This being s0, the emptying of
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utensils into the Canals while it may be unsightly and disagreeable, is far more

sanitary than storage in pails or pits within the house or in close proximity to
other hounses.

The Public Latrines are all built over the sea or River or Canals and
are maintained in a sanitary condition. Nearly all of these were destroyed by
the hurricane but have been now replaced by the Loeal Authority.

(b) In other parts of the Colony.—In Stann Creek Town, conditions resem-
ble those prevailing in Belize. In other districts, pit latrines are in use. In
the scattered villages in the country distriets, the most primitive methods
exist. The surface of the ground being almost entirely used.

BEemovarn anp Disposar oF REFUSE.

The scavenging of the town of Belize and other towns in the Colony is
performed under the direction of the Local Authority. In Belize, motor trucks

to replace the mule carts have been employed by the Local Authority and
conditions are much improved.

The Bye-Laws require that the receptacles used by householders should
be covered, but they are very often not covered. As they are emptied promptly
of their contents no nuisance is caused. The Bye-Law requiring daily sweeping
and cleaning of yards by householders has not been mpﬂﬂlﬂg but a written

notice, giving time for the cleaning up and sweeping is now given. This notice
is usually complied with.

The town rubbish is “dumped” within the town limits. Rubbish is now

being covered with earth within 24 hours of “dumping™ it, or alternatively is
burnt.

WaTer SUPPLY.

{a) Relize.—Rain water stored in vats, tanks and other receptacles on
premises of householders is the only source of drinking water.

There are many wells, but these are not used for the supply of water for
drinking purposes.

The Town Board has a supply of rain water stored in vats for sale to the
general public.

The supply is inadequate if there is a prolonged dry season and generally
for domestic and sanitary services. Especially has the supply been inadequate
this year, on account of the destruction caused by the hurricane.

(b) In the out-disiricts, the water supply is similar to Belize. In Stann
Creek, river water is also used.

DRAINAGE.

I'n Belize.—There are a few drains in the town, but few of them act effect-
ually owing to the absence of any fall to the sea. During high tide, there is
actually an inflow from the sea, river, and canals to the adjoining streets and
house lots.

In the rainy season, oil has to be continually applied to such water in these
drains as does not scak through the soil.

In other parts of the Colony, conditions are on the whole better than in
Belize because there is a natural fall.
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Improvemenis.—The Nurses quarters have been transferred from the
hospital proper to special quarters in the hospital compound and the female
ward has been extended and a female private ward instituted also.

General Remarks. The electric lighting svstem needs renewal as the
batteries have served over four years and need replacement. The wiring of the
entire hospital needs renewal and the line could be extended to the Nurses
quarters when the batteries are replaced.

DR. T. PATTERSON, ASSISTANT MEDICAL OFFICER, CAYO,
writes as follows : —

There has been very little sickness during the year, Malaria, as usnal
nderating, the greatest number of cases occurring in October in which
month, eighty persons were treated for this affection, exclusive of Hospital
cases. Amoebic dysentery oceurred sporadically, but there was no epidemic.
Nine certificates of death for Tuberculosis, mostly Pulmonary were signed
during the vear. Gonorrhoea remained widespread but there did not seem
to be any increase in the numbers of those afflicted, but, as so many do not
seek medical aid for this disease, it is difficult to make any estimate about it.

Benque Viejo was visited 38 times during the year. Succotz, Arenal,
Duck Bun and other places were also visited.

A good deal of work was done on the drains of Benque Viejo which are
now decidedly good.

The Sanitary Inspector carried out his usual monthly inspections in Cayo
and Benque Viejo.

Vaceinations were performed successfully and the village of Arenal was
given hookworm treatment (75 in all) one third of the stools being examined
to give an idea of the percentage affected. This was high (959%).

DR. A. W. DUNN, ASSISTANT MEDICAL OFFICER, ORANGE WALK,

writes as follows :—

For the third year in succession, heavy rainfall and excessive floods have
inundated the district. During the year, the flood water reached its highest
level since 1906.

The above, combined with the flatness and swampy nature of the area
led to a general prevalence of Malaria, which was of a serious type and affected
practically everyone in the district. Underfeeding, or improperly balanced
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any trace of renal involvement. 1 have no reason to suppose that these were
genuine cases of Blackwater Fever so have returned as cazes of Haemolytic
Jaundice due no doubt to a heavy malarial infection. The curative agents in
these cases must have been the Arsenie administered.

I am beginning to notice in my practice a healthier outlook on this disease
by people at large who seem to have lost, in many cases, their reluctance to
effective treatment by quinine by injection.

Hookworm.—This is a great seourge and is often coincident with malaria
and is very heavy on the mortality of children in the age period 5 to 15 years.
I have no adequate means of estimating its incidence as my experience lies
entirely with desperate cases brought to the hospital in a dying state. The
percentage recovery after treatment is very low for the same reasons. On pure
assumption, I should say that fully 809, of the population is infected in varying
degrees.  Added to this uncinarial anaemia, there is also usually a marked
degree of anaemia from alimentary insufficiency.

Dysentery.—This is so only elinically, and conforms to the amoebie type.
In the absence of pathological investigation and from its ready answer to eme-
tine hypodermically, I should say that these are subacute cases of the amoebic
infeetion of a different strain especially as no hepatitis is in any degree common.
I have seen children, the subjects of hookworm, manifest a similar complaint -
which elears up with adequate Tetrachloride treatment. There is also the
consumption of foul water to be taken into consideration with regards to its
etiology. Malaria seems to predispose.

Tropical Uleeration.—This continues as common as last year and treat-
ment is as unsatisfactory. The cases treated at the Hospital give a fair result
owing mainly to the alimentary regime there obtaining and bear a direct rela-
tion to the duration of their treatment there. The etiology remains unknown
but in almost every case, direct trauma from shifting gravel seems to start the
trouble. Helminthiasis practically always complicates it. As to treatment,
applications with fertic chloride or tannie acid followed by an emollient has
given the least indifferent results.

Venereal Diseases.—The cases of this disease that find their way to me are
few and consequently a correct estimate of their prevalence is difficult to come
by, but, on pure assumption I should say their incidence is pretty heavy.

The preventative measures are very difficnlt to introduce in this instance
partly because of the intimate nature of this disease, the prolonged treatment
necessary, and the reluctance of the patient to submit to it and partly because
medical advice is not sought till some acute discomfort pronounces itself. This
is not often the case and it has iII'llJl'E"H-HEd me on varions oceasion what a lot a
native can put up with and still not run the danger attendant on neglected
cases at home. Which would lead one to believe that here, at least, one finds
a compenzating measure of immunisation.

SANITATION.

Much that was the subject of my guarterly reports remains true as regards
sanitation, viz., that owing to lack of funds, not enough is being done to effect
an increase in the healthiness of the place.

Of improvements affected during the year are the following :

{a) The concreting of a drain which does away with a great lot of stagnant
water at the north end of the town. This is part of a system of conerete drains
that have been planned by the District Board, but that has suffered a temporary
set-back owing to a lack of the necessary means.
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(B) The filling up of a low-lying area in the south end of the town by the
corner of Back and Church Streets.

(¢) The metalling of the Middle Street which has done away with a great
lot of crab-holes and boggy parts. Unfortunately my suggestion that the
draining of this street should go hand in hand with the metalling did not find
any support and so no benefit can acerue from this bit of work other than the
creation of a badly wanted roadway.

(d) An extension has been made to the market to permit of the installation
of a fish-stall where fish can be sold. A landing pier for affording an easy access
to the market has also been constructed but an unnecessary reluctance has
been shown in making the sale of fish illegal other than in the Market, as pro-
vided for by a change in the Bye-Laws. Meanwhile, fish is sold commonly at
the pier, but still at various places all along the coast.

FVaccination.—Though much has heen done this year by the adoption of
systematic vaceination tours in the less accessible parts, much more remains
to be done still to have the place successfully vaccinated in toto. Comparison
with last vear shows favourably in that this vear there have been vaccinated
successfully 178 as against 22 last vear. The lymph supplied in capillary tubes
was this year of a good standard, the individual vaccination rarely missing.
It was, moreover, very handy to carry in the bush when on these tours of
vacecination.

Infantile Mortality.—Very few cases come under my notice for me to form
an opinion as to the extent of this matter of infant mortality, my experience
being hmited to desperate cases about to die. 1. moreover, see very little of
midwifery cases so that very little of actual infant medicine comes under my
notice. 1 should assume, notwithstanding, that there is a very high mortality
from the first vear of life up to the 7th year and that usually due to Hookworm
or Helminthiasis.

Quarantine Regulations.—These are eminently inadequate. It has been
my practice, with discretion, to allow of a certain amount of relaxation where
I was satisfied that the occasion demanded it. It is, save in cases of actual
contact with Quarantinable disease, hard for a man to be detained in town out
of his sphere of work, and more likely, out of funds. This notwithstanding,
cases of evasion do oceur almost daily and abuse of this relaxation is likely.
There is no manner of checking the entry of persons coming from the Repub-
lics straight into Barranco, without their previous reporting at Punta Gorda,
despite the fact that this also is the port of entry into the Colony. There is
moreover, no adequate provision regulating the entry of persons into the Colony
other than by the sea.

The number of persons under supervision in this district during the year
was 1,718, and the number of boats boarded by me during the same period was
63.

Hospital—The accomodation for the patients is lacking but four beds
are on order which will bring the number of beds in the hospital to a dozen.
This should prove sufficient if the Tropical Oil Products Company should not
employ labour to its wonted numbers.

Number of beds in the Hospital .. 8

Average daily number of patients .. 6,584
Total number of cases 9 ] {1
Total number of deaths e e 15
Percentage of deaths o = 7.8%
Major Operations .. uix s 7

Minor Operations .. o e 13
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In winding up, I have to report that I have frequently visited the villages
of Dolores, SBan Pedro Columbia, San Antonio, Santa Theresa and Crique Sarco,
the Carib villages of Barranco and the Spanish settlements of Monkey River
Town and up the Monkey River. The condition of sanitation in these places
is deplorable. Medically, the condition of these people living away from any
help whatsoever, often semi-starved, is bad in the extreme, Hookworm and
Chronic Malaria being the lot of nearly every inhabitant.

There was an epidemic of Influenza at Crique Sarco last June and July—
five deaths occurred, due no doubt to long-standing malnutrition and the
debilitating influences of untreated malaria.

REPORT OF CHIEF SANITARY INSPECTOR.
BELIZE DISTRICT.

Nix Sanitary Inspectors were employed in Belize for part of the year under
review. One left the Colony without leave shortly after the hurricane in Sep-
tember and his post was declared vacant. This has not been filled. This is
to be regretted for this reason that when one of the staff goes on leave, his
district has not the same supervision that it ought to have.

No suitable comparison of this vear’s work as compared to last vear, [
regret to say, ean be made, as most of the records were destroyed by the terrible
hurricane and tidal wave that occurred on the 10th September of this year.

Number of notices served, Low-lving lots g e B L 5 |
Number of notices served, Cutting of bush e i L ce 340
Number of Crab holes destroyed, treated and re-treated % .. 85,503
Number of notices served for repairs to vats fyy o s .. 190
Number of notices served for erection of new vats oy " . 29
Number of days oiling stagnant pools—about .. i 2% i 20
Diginfection of houses o - - o - o s B
Mosquito Surveys .. o L i i i Ea e 4

Seavenging.—The scavenging of the town was not well done before the
hurricane, but after the hurricane, oil drums cut in halves were put on the
streets as dust bins. These not only facilitated the work of the scavengers,
but house-holders saw the advantage of these bins and so removed their yard
sweeping, &c. Coupled with this, motor trucks were used to assist the un-
covered mule carts which removed scavenging material. This work would be
hetter done if the Local Authority would place more of these tins on the sides
of the streets.

Low-lying Lots.—No notices were served to fill low-lying lots as the Local
Authority has not intimated that it is prepared to enforce owners to comply
with them.

Cutting and clearing of Bush.—Three hundred and forty notices were
served for this purpose before September and two hundred and thirteen com-
plied with.
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