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of the Corporation for many years before then, and who was In many respects a
good practical man, but quite mcapable of passing the new t}llalif}'iﬂg examination,
was retained in a special appointment outside the scheme.  He died during the year.

10. Tt was difficult to get suitable men. The service is not popular,
duties are for the most part outdoor and arduous, hours are long. The pay
is the same as for the African Government elerieal services, but the conditions are
more strenuous.  Naturally, well qualified youths seek the easier and more popular
clerical service.

11. The poliey has been forced upon the department of taking on the least
unsuitable candidates who present themselves, and if after a short trial they are
found to be hopelessly unsatisfactory, to give them short notice of termination of
appointment, bemg replaced by others for similar rial.  In this way six appoint-
ments as Sanitary Learners were made during the year, whilst one resigned and four
were given notice.

12, There is provision for sixteen Public Vaccinators for the Colony and
Protectorate = three are usually stationed in Freetown the remainder at Bonthe and
in the Protectorate. As a class, they are unsatisfactory in that they are for the
most part semi-illiterate, unreliable and their methods are crude in spite of attempts
at careful training. The attempt was made to train Protectorats natives and
station them in the districts from which they came, but the candidates do not
possess the standard of education required for carrying out vaccination and
supervision of outberaks of Smallpox. It is hoped that better provision will
soon be made for carrying out these important public health functions.

13. The clerical staff was strengthened by the appointment of Mr. Auber,
a Second grade Clerk, as Chief Clerk. The total clerical staff now consists of seven
clerks, one of whom is posted to the office of the Medical Officer of Health of
Freetown and one acts as Store-keeper when not assisting in ordinary clerical duties.
It still remains necessary for both the Senior Sanitary Officer and the Junior
Sanitary Officer to spend a large proportion of their time in attending to minor
and petty clerical duties. It seems an anomaly that comparatively hghly paid
expert officers should spend time in duties that eould be carried out by a much
cheaper staff, if only it could be found or appointed, whilst so much that requires
urgent attention has to be left undone just because the experts have no time. But
the present is not the time to ask for new appointments, even though it would
result in greater clerical and administrative efficiency at less cost and in greater
attention ﬂeing paid to these inimical public health conditions which are the euse
of piling up a legacy of expenditure sometime to be incurred when their undoing is
at last taken in hand.

14. Dr Beringer inspected the following places dur‘i'u% the year:—
Batkanu, Bo, Daru, Giema, Kaballa, Kanre Lahun, Kennema, Mabunti, Moyamba,
and Pendembu.  Major Peacock, the following—Blama, Darn, Kennema, Mano,
Moyamba, N'Jala, Panguma, Pendembu, Pujehun and Sumbuyah.

15. Dr. E. T. Cummings, African Medical Officer, remained attached to
the Sanitary DBranch of the Medical Department until the 18th April when he
reverted to the medical side of the department. He continued at Mabunti, the
village chosen in the Northern Province to be the first model village in the
Protectorate under the direct supervision of the Sanitary Department, until the
31st January when he was transferred to Giema, some nine miles south-east of
Kennema, the village ehosen as the first model in the Central Province.
Dr. Cummings continued to train the Vaccinators and lecture them on elementary
village sanitation, so long as he remained in the Sanitary Departinent.

16, Briefly, the Sanitary organization of Sierra Leone is as follows:—
(#) The nominal head is the Prineipal Medical Officer, who is constantly
consulted and to whom the most important matters are submitted
as a matter of course; throngh him pass all papers between the
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32, Ineluded in the sanitary work done at Sherbro during the year are :—

(2) Erection of two latrines at Bonthe and one in the centre of the
village at York Island. “ All these three latrines were made, unlike
“the older ones, with separate compartments for wales and females,
* However, it will be some time, dealing with so many illiterates, hefore
* the people are taught which are the right compartments.”

(6) Repairs to four old type latrines.

(¢) One hundred and ninty-one prosecutions for nuisances with 187
convictions bringing in a total of X£82 Gs. in fines at Donthe
and £1 3s. at York Island.

(d) At the slaughter house seventy-five bullocks, twenty -six sheep, fifty-
eight pigs and seven goats were killed : three bullocks were slightly
infected with Cysticereus bovis,

(E} There were sixty-nine burials, including fonrteen infant= under one
year of age at Bouthe, the lowest on record.

53. When Giema, the first model village under the scheme referved to
in paragraph 15 was visited by the Senior Sanitary Officer he found a well
lnid-ont and clean village situated on a small platean and its slopes.  The Chief,
who was responsible for its building and was much to be congratulated on the
result, had been to the Government school for the sons and nominees of Chiefs.
Some of the usual errors had been made in this primitive type of town planning
undertaken by amateurs ; roads were without camber, slopes were denuded of all
vegetation and gutters were dug in the gravelly soil at the sides of roads with the
result that the torrential rains soon wore out irregular and deep channels threatening
both roads and houses. Nevertheless Giema is one of the best laid-out and
cleanest villages the Senior Sapitary Officer had seen in Sierra Leone.

a4 A further instance indieating the gradual infiltration of improved ideas
of sanitation throughout the Protectorate ocear in the veport of Dr. M. Jackson,
Medical Officer, Daru : * Although the native town of Daru does not come within
the Public Health (Protectorate) Ordinance, it is worth recording that the Chief
of Darn has earefully renewed his town which has now some very good and wide
roads. The houses are all evenly spaced and laid out in a rectangular patrern
similar to the barrmcks of the West African Frontier Foree,”  The Senior =ani-
tary Officer visited this town and found conditions as deseribed.  But again the
result was partially spoilt by traces of amatenrism : a whole row of honses wax put
in the wrong place. Nevertheless, enormous advanee i shown in this and other
laces recently visited. One curious feature is that the best laid out of these
rotectorate towns are almost solely inhabited by the aborigines in marked
eontrast with those that have Euru|1u~un:é., Syrinn and Creole traders amongst their
inhabitants. The latter have been allowed to grow up irregularly, just * anvhow.”
A reason iz that there is no difficulty in mzing and rebuilding a purely native town,
there are no vested rights, no expensive buildings, no leased plots, all of which
necessitate large expenditure in compensation if there is alteration or removal,

33, At Bo one incinerator was completed.

i6. At Waterloo there were forty-seven convietions with £16 5Hs. Gd. in
fines for nuisances.

57. Kennema iz an instance of some of the difficulties the Sanitary Depart-
ment has to contend with in its endeavour to improve the health of the African.
The native town is served with three stand-pipes, water being pipe-horne from a
dam in the hills. The taps are constantly stolen with the result that water has to
be turned off, leaving the inhabitants no alternative but to go back o the dirty
water-holes and polluted wells,

58. At Hill Station the ecirenmferential cleared aren was somewhat

increased ; the levelling and planting with short grass was continued.
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