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teaching of modern science. Meanwhile, the world has to move on.
‘There never has been any real difference of opinion between the various
individoals immediately concerned with these problems, but there has
been some superficial difference in the minor matter of definition. This
has not caused any material difficulty to arise, but there has been lack-
ing, in some directions, a definite rule of the road. No material difficulty
attends new townships, or new settlements: it is otherwise with old
-established ones, for there, the wise man who will aim at half a loaf
{when he knows he cannot get a whole loaf), rather than go without
bread, is anathema, alike to the academic doctrinaire who will have
either _the whole loaf or no bread at all, and to the stolid obstructionist
who will obstruct everything except things as they are and as they may
become in the direction of progressive deterioration. While they were
in England in 1921, His Excellency the Governor, together with the
D]irﬁctnr of Medical and Sanitary Service, discussed the whole question
with the appropriate authorities at the Colonial Office, The result of
th_m was a modus vivendi by virtue of which, given eandour and good-
will on the part of those concerned, there is nothing to excuse any
-controversy in connection with the topographical arrangement of any
- township or settlement, old or new. At the end of the triennium, all
that remained to be done was to arrange all existing townships and
settlements in categories and to prescribe how the modus vivendi should
be applied to each category respectively. This shall be done during
1922, and the fact may with propriety constitute one of the progressive
Achievements announced in the next report, unless, indeed, by that
‘fime, it may already have become so much a matter of course as to be
no longer considered remarkable.

16. Two new European Sanitary Inspectors were appointed for
service in the Northern Provinces: these were the first appointments of
the kind made for service there, although such officials had already been
an established institution of the Southern Provinces for vears. The
two officials appointed had previously done some years of service in the
Northern Medical Department as British Non-Commissioned Officers
seconged from the Royal Avmy Medical Corps, and they were selected
for appointment in consequence of the aptitude for sanitary work which
they had shown while doing medical duty. Their services (the one
assumed duty at the end of 1920; the other, in the spring of 1921), have
been highly appreciated by all concerned, at Kano, at Kaduna and at
Jos, where they have officiated. The non-medical European communities
-concerned have formally intimated their appreciation in writing, and,
when the first of the two went on leave, the Local Authority of Kano
forwarded a representation, endorsed fully by himself, from the Advisory
‘Committee of the Township, to the effect that, as the result of his
-activity, the sanitarv condition of the Township had been greatly im-
proved and that it would be a most regrettable state of affairs were the
Inspector, during his leave, not replaced by another similar functionary.
Of course, it was impossible to comply with the desire so expressed ;
but it is gratifying to be able to offer such convincing evidence of the
wisdom of making the appointments, so soon after the event. The use-
fulness of the services of such officials has almost become ancient
history already in the Sonthern Provinces, where there are four of
them. Until the outbreak of war, or shortly before, the Southern Pro-
vinees had been incomparably the wealthier of the two divisions of
Nigeria, so far as revenue was concerned ; the Sanitary, like all other
Departments, naturally reflected this prosperous state of publie affairs,
and the expenditure on the Government sanitary service of the
Southern, was to that of the Northern Provinces pretty much as that on
the public health service of an English county is to that of a rural
distriet sanitary authority. This condition of things persists, for, as
the Northern Provinces became self-supporting and naturally looked
forward to fruitful expansion of their sanitary, in common with their
other public services, the war broke out and, until the making of the
two appointments now recorded, all that they could hope to do, and that
































































































