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last year. The question of incineration, however, was examined by the
Medical Officer of Health while on leave in the United Kingdom, and it is
believed to be a method quite impracticable here.

Though a few more people each year avail themselves of the (Government
E: system, yet the total so served number now onl{ulﬂ‘!, in addition to
nt officials—a very small fraction of the population of about 10,000,
Even so, each increase simply means so much more nightsoil dumped in the
river's edge to be washed up or blown back on the heach in guantities. If any
further appreciable decrease in our morbidity and mortality figures is to be
- attained 1t will only commence when every vard in town is sanitarily pro-

vided for and the nightsoil is dumped in proper currents in the river. This
is undoubtedly the outstanding sanitary requirement of Bathurst.

Drainage.—In some streets an earth “drain " occupies from one-third to
one-half of the thoroughfare, and consists of a broad grassy irregular area
in which water lies long in the hollows. The sloping edges are in parts
infested with crabs in deep holes water, covered over by grass, affords
nursery to many mosquitoes. These © drains ” are itively mischievouns,
and they mainly if not entirely acconnt for the fact that malarial infections
may still be readily acquired in Bathurst. In such eases it can usually be
shown that ceaseless repressive measures and ill-health cost a community far
more than it would do to engineer the work thoroughly and be done with it.

are important parts that could be done satisfactorily at once without
waiting for any general scheme.

A similar danger, comparable with the grassy “ drains ” in town, is the
large depressed a.reg: in the west end known as Box Bar. Tn and around it
are many water holding irregularities and crab holes, grass covered and almost
undetectable. No doubt it presents greater difficulty than the drains, and is
entirely an engineer's problem, but not insoluble.

Water Supply.—This is delivered in town from a fenced collecting area
15 miles away. It is not filtered or treated in any way, but its physical
properties are satisfactory at present. From the standpipes in town, how-
ever, there is frequently delivered a very copious sediment of iron oxides;
the people complain of this as it renders the water quite unsuitable for
laundry purposes until the sediment has time to settle out.

11
~ Nightsoil disposal —There is no improvement in the conditions indicated
|
|
|

Offensive Trades.—The only one at present is the treatment of hides for

export by American hide poison, and it is subject to regulations and is con-
ducted =atisfactorily.

Clearing of Bush—The importance of this measure is indicated by the
remarks under Trvpanosomiasis. Annuvally, mangroves in swamp land
around town, Infectious Diseases Hospital and Prison, are cut down and
regrowth cut back. A considerable area has now been cleared. Diseased and
stray dogs found wandering in swamps are shot, but there are too many

ts (and sheep) kept on the outskirts of the town. Such animals entice
ies to human habitations. Occasionally tsetse flies are caught in the very
centre of the town, perhaps carried thither by motor traffic.

Sanitary Inspections.—Inspection work in Bathurst is carried ont sys-
tematically thronghout the year by an African Stafi. From time to time their
work is scrutinised and their visits and records checked by the Sanitary

tors and the Medical Officer of Health ; only thus can a fair measure of
reliability and effectiveness be maintained.

I [ St. Mary.—The villages of Bakau and Waslunga, the W.AF.F.
E lines :t?; European residences at Cape St. Mary are visited weekly by the
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