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PROTECTORATE SANITATION.

But little advance has been made in this direction. The area at Cape
St. ‘.‘i[ar{' has not had any particular attention paid to it. Georgetown,
MacCarthy Island, has improved to some small extent, in that certain sections
of the Public Health Ordinance, 1912, have been made applicable, and also
the Medical Dispenser has been appointed an Inspector OP Nuisances, with
the result that the town is certainly cleaner. But there are still many points
that require attention, and it is to be hoped that now a start has been made
that they will eventually be taken in hand.

Basse and Kuntaur, etc., are towns on the river that are and
important, but their condition from a sanitary point of view leaves much to be
desired. There are many ways in which improvement can be brought about,
especially to be mentioned is the necessity of having the ground round these
towns properly cleared, and, in this connection, Basse is particularly to be
mentioned, and one must not forget that the whole of I:E: Upper river is
swarming with Tsetse flies. The canalization of swamps and ereeks and
clearing of their banks is another matter of importance. Of course the
disposal of rubbish looms largely in front at all of these places, but other
points, such as borrow pits, fencing, disposal of night soil, mosquito destruc-
tion, roads, markets, etc., all have their due place in the sanitary ladder. As
it is at present there is absolutely no supervision or control, with t#e exception
of Georgetown, as has been stated above.

Two of these up river towns are extending and are becoming of very
considerable importance—Basse, which can be called “ Emporium of the
Upper River,” and through which most of the trade of this part of the
Protectorate passes, and Kuntaur, which owes its importance to the fact that
there is deep water all along its frontage, consequently ocean-going ships can
come alongside and load cargo. At both of these places there is an i i
Enropean population, and romour hath it that there is a possibility of still more
mercantile firms starting business in the Gambia. If this is true, it will mean
that more European assistants will arrive, with the result that the European
population will be increased yet more. Under these circumstances it would
appear necessary to try and improve the local conditions,

The sanitation of the Protectorate is under the control of the Senior
Medical Officer, but owing to the amount of office work at Bathurst, it is quite
impossible for him to give the necessary amount of time or attention to the
Protectorate. If he is able to get away for the purpose of inspection, it is
only at rare and long intervals, and then his visits are of the shortest duration.

The solution would appear to be the appointment of a full and whole-
time Sanitary Officer, who would be able to pay frequent visits to these
various places, and be able to control and direct general sanitary measures,
It would be necessary to have at each place an Inspector of Nuisances with a
gang of labourers ﬂt.{lis disposal and under his control, who would carry out
the ordinary sanitary measures, scavenging, anti-mosquito work, ete.

The application of necessary provisions of the Public Health Ordinance
would also be required at each place, or it could be made applicable to all
riverine ports, in order to bring them into line with Georgetown, MacCarthy
Island, where, as already stated, they have been applied.

It is only by some such means that any improvement can be arrived at,
and the whole problem resolves itself into the question of supervision and
control.
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