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8 Or | bility. Of the 33 European cases 27 were due to prematurity, which
of death in Pretoria, far out-strips any other single cause, There is ample evidence

incidence of premature births can be very much reduced by good ante-natal care.

the pre-natal period is of particular importance as can be seen from the

ris that during the siege of i'.cning:ud. when hunger was marked the

rose to more than 40

MMM in Oslo was that by adequate nurrmcm they could reduce the pre-

birl]:u from 4-6% to 2- IB&I
' results were obtained rke and Stuart who demonstrated a relationship
8 mmqn.i diet, length, wught and general vigour of the infant.

ﬂu: irresponsibility was an outstanding feature and had contributed directly

were of a mixed narure. If dm statement on the death certificate

any other standard, 13 of the 37 native cases in this group were
, not reliable as few native infants are wei at birth, and
m tmsﬁﬂ:l is still no general agreement on what weight should be accepred
prematurity in non-Europeans,

. TIH hul.l‘: ﬂf the rest uf the cases were infectious conditions where medical help was not
it early enough and the facilities available at the Municipal clinics were never made use
fions to :Il[ln; in medical aid was mostly on religious grounds,

e difference in incidence between Eu n and non-Europeans is very marked.
n cases ten were considered to be directly due to parental negligence. In five
uacy of the ante-natal care and the manner and circumstances under which the
NEements were mndm:md contributed directly to the death.

The remaining five were due to preventable infectious diseases such as Dipheheria,

~Of the 50 native deaths 34 were pri due to neglect and malnutrition with pneumaonia
o u; mmp]lmtlm Four deaths oou.rd have been prevented by proper ante-natal care.

w:gll known that stillbirths and neo-natal deaths are the most important factors ina

I rate. Most of the neo-natal deaths are due to prematurity, Work in most of the

_imhm shown that by proper ante-natal care Sv:rup-!.llﬂus attention to dietetic

d d obsterrics stillbirths, nec-natal deaths, prematurity and birth injuries can be
u.mﬁr.-nll\r

ﬂt: causes of deaths are roughly classified into pre-natal, ante-natal and post-natal factors
that the pre-namal facrors played a considerable part in the prevention of this high
f the 27 cases of prematurity which were classified under the preventable
| to have had insufficient ante-natal care. In the post-notal group the mosg
e factor appears to be maternal efficiency. Amongst the European cases 11, thae
“were considered to have been due to maternal ineficiency, This mntermll in-
m a considerable part in the ante-natal and natal factors. Maternal inefficiency
! lpoor economic conditions but not necessarily so. This su brought
pmof that this “maternal irresponsibility” is often the cause of poverty and bad en-
nental conditions and not the result of it

f,mlnmmlu:iummbudmwnfmmﬁumrvwam—

?l” ﬂ;]‘ Much of the loss of life through the high infantile mortality rate is preventable for
i J-Hundpmnmwdlummlimnpm
i mﬂ‘]#h official non-European figures are very inaccurate and the infantile mortality rate
£l ~is much lower.
The prevention of deaths is not nearly or even mainly a matter of improving economic

“" #‘Qlﬂ.ﬂ a?urdm- reduction mtmanre education of the medical and nursing pre-
fession but also of the public will be necessary.
: {!} Standards and statistics for all races in this country are inaccurate and it is an import-
. ant matter requiring the urgent attention of the authorities concerned.

the course of the year evidence was given at the Commission of EI;IQUIW into the
rs of Peri-lUrhan Areas Health Board. The evidence which was collected showed that
: mber of from the Peri-Lirhan ﬁms attended the Pretoria Munieipal clinics.
- number of European patients living in the Peri-Urban Areas attended our clinics but as

tora | figures was not more than about 200, a detailed analysis was not made of attendances.

"'Th increase in figures for non-Europeans from the Peri-Urban Areas attending our
clhlﬂt was very surprising.
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Despite the dificulties in connection with slum clearance, the statistics appmdul to this
report indicate the rype and extent of work undertaken du the year. Ei
mmprising‘ 356 persons were taken out of slums and aceom in healthy u::Il homes.

ﬂ-ﬂg the ‘F&ﬂr we did not declare any premises “slums” in terms of the Slums Act
No. 53 ﬂf ¥ use owners under present economic conditions are
very often of l]’l:lr oW nmnrd eager to demolish old I:mildings ptrﬁ:ululv in the centre of the
City, in order to crect new and larger buildings on these sites, or are y encouraged to

demolish unsatisfactory buildings. Ju a result 72 dwell::np comprising 366 momn were de-
malished. OF these 35 dwellings were demolished as a result of action taken by this Department
in terms of the Council’s Slums Regulations. 3 gl

iy G

The Department also directs its atrention to the welfare of the people occupying EII.IIM.
and has been instrumental in helping to rehabilitate many such families. berdnial)

The losses incurred by the Council on its various sub-economic housing

for many years very high, and for this reason we had to consider the quuﬂnnp@duﬁ
economic rents in the cases of families who had progressed into the economic gmup when
incomes exceeded the maximum limits prescribed for sub-economic housing. The representations
made to Council, which were also in conformiry with instructions received from the Mational
Housing and Planning Commission, gave rise to lengthy discussions on this matter both in
Council and in subsequent deputations to the Minister ﬂ\f Health l.nd the Marional Housing
and Planning Commission.

The outcome of these discussions was a ral ta of rents for Danville and a resolu-
tion by the Council to convert 200 of the 500 sub-economic houses at Danville into an economic
scheme for selling purposes, in which priori .ﬂ would be given to those economie tenants wha
desired to purchase the homes they occup

This matrer is still facelvlmf the attention of the National Housing and Phnﬁm
mission, which is I:-us} finalising all financial dewsils with the Council. As t i= still o

for accommodation in sub-economic houses, it is unfortunate thae Caunml did not, during the
past five years, :mhark}mgan any large scale building of economic houses into which sub-
economic tenants who progressed into the economic group could be transferred l.nd 50
release their houses for the accommodation of sub-economic tenants anly.

The decision of the Council will now mean that sub-economic and economic tenants
will live together in the same types of houses in the same area, and within the same environ-
ment. It would be a if, because of the zale of these sub-economic houses, families who are
presently nc-.:nrmmo-da under slum conditions will be denied the benefits of being transferred
to Council's sub-economic houses.

The socio-economic position of families cannot be separated from the housing conditions
under which are Iivhﬁtnd adequate houses should be available for families at rents which
they can afford. It is for this reason that the Council's sub-sconomic houses are the only suit-
able houses in Pretoria for sub-economic families at a rental in keeping with their incomes.

It is therefore strongly stressed that the Council should not continue to sell sub-economic
houses, It should at least retain its remaining sub-economic houses for letting purposes to sub-

economic tenants only.

The hr.:rusm? shortage in Pretoria has made the Council conscious of the v for
embarkin g upon a long-term pmgrnrnmecf house-building, and for this a :pmhl
Building anm:mx was established. It is hoy that as a result of section, the }msl.ng
problem in Pretoria will improve in the near future.

One of the first housing schemes will be the erection of 150 economic houses Enrlr.lll.nq
pru es. These houses will be of varied designs and will be built on individual stands or in
all groups of stands dispersed throughout the City. These houses will be for the mlddle-
m-:umt.- group.
The Hmmrﬂmidmg Committee is also considering the erection of at least 200 "Emw
cost” economic houses to cater for the lower-income group.

The problem of non-European housing has been grave for many years and has provided
the European p%pu]aﬂun with a serious danger spot, from a health as well as a socio-economic
point of view. Non-European housing represents the most urgent housing problem in Pretoria
at present.

Apart from extension to the Atteridgeville location, which has provided addirional sccom-
modation for Marives only, the Council has done nothing in order to relieve the unsatisfactory
condition of the Cape Coloured and Asiatic communities, who are at present overcrowded in
an area congested with dilapidated and unhealthy dweilmgs..

Because of the shortage of houses the Department has for many years completely re-
frained from embarking upon any form of slum elimination work in the areas mmlpie‘a'
non-Europeans.

On the instigation of the Hm&ﬂuﬁding Committee a move has been made with a view
to solving the WNative housing ;;‘ roblem, and in order to accelerate this policy, the Medical Officer
&

of Health was charged with msk of convening | meetings of of Departments
to consider, report and make recommendations to :E:ﬂémm:ll at this end.
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