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Under Construction :

Flats for old aged (Showgrounds) .. .. .. .. 30
Economic flats ISthTlemundﬂ e LR e s ]
Economic flats, Danvi Rl ey R TR 18

56 dwellings.
ShopeatDanville' ... .. o G i e 8

Sub-economic rents remain as reported in previous years. The rents of the economic
flats at the Showgrounds have been raised by 135 per month. This increase had to be levied
because of an er estimation of the ex iture in costs and maintenance. maintenance
costs have risen a great deal because of wanton destruction and watefulness on the part of some
of the tenants and their children.

The rentals are now fixed ot £4 125, 6d., £5 10s. 0d. and £6 5s. 0d. per month for one-
twoe and three-bedroomed flats. The eight new flats now under construction will consist of
three bedrooms each.

The rentals of Hercules houses are as follows:—

Old aged pension cottages .. .. .. .. £1 15s. 0d. per month.
Sub-economic houses between ce we .2 Fl3s 4d. 1o £3 7s. 6d. per month.
Wational hoomes ™. . .5 7 .. At NN £7 10s. 0d. per month.

The rentals of sundry Municipal properties are based on 8 per cent. for land value and
& per cent. for improvements (buildings).

Sundry Municipal properties require a word of explanation. From time to time the
Council has found it necessary to purchase certain properties privately owned with a view o
demaolishing the exisring buildings and uri.li:ﬁn? the ground for other pulﬁ:uu such as widening
of streets or providing additional buildings for Municipal purposes. Until such time as the
conversion takes place these buildings, if habitable, are ed over to the Health Department
for letting purposes,

The Council's policy in general is to house only families with children or parents
expecting a child. This is hard on newly married couples who are eager to stary m&-u in
their own home. At present young couples often find themselves forced to live with parents-in-
law. This is not desirable as interference often couses unhappiness, particularly so at a time when
the young people are just learning to adjust themselves to each other. It is hoped thar when
the housinglgmiriun iz ensier the Council will be able to alter its policy and make provision for
young couples.

The thirty flats, at the Showgrounds, which are now under construction for the old aged
pensioners, who have no children living with them, consist of a living room, kitchen, bedroom
and W.C. with a wash-handbasin installed in the W.C. apartment. The kitchen is fitted out with
shelves for the storage of cooking utensils and crockery. The bathing and washing facilities will
be in a separate communal ablution block. The rental of these flats will be berween £2 10s. 0d.
and £3 10s. 0d. per month. Only those applicants who have a combined income of not more than
£16 per month will be taken into consideration in the allocation of these flats. This is in
accordance with the Government regulations governing the ls. per £100 loan rate under which
these flats were erected.

The Housing Manageress and her staff continued with the house to house rent collections.
It has been found that by collecting rents in this way the Housing Manageress and her staff have
been able to get 1o know the tenants more intimarely and so are in a better position o | them
in their difficulties. Most tenants appreciate the good housing provided for them and look after
the property very well and are keen on gardening. Some tenants have gardens which are out-
standing for their originality and beaury. On the other hand there are always those few who are
ncg]cct‘fgul and destructive and who make no effort at gradening or improving the property In spite
of encouragement given by the Housing Staff.

The economy and market division still sends a mobile market to the larger townships
twice per week. These mobile markets are fairly well patronized.

Eight shops are now under construction at Danville. This is welcomed by all the
inhabitants as they have had to walk a few miles in the past to do their purchases.

We still carry on with the policy of combining social work and rehabilitation with re-
housing. We feel that it is most importane that the new tenants should be able to consult freely
with the members of the housing staff about their domestic problems. In some cases the process
of rehabilitation is difficult and slow, but if we look back on what has been accomplished ar some
of our older housing schemes like Proclamation Hill we can realise how worthwhile this type of
social welfare work has been.

Most of the domestic problems are cauzed by the abuse of alechol, through difficulties
which arise as a result of buying goods on hire purchase, financial difficulties brought about by
mismanagement of income and ;Hh: ever rising high cost of living. Many tenants are easily per-
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