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_ The Committee is now in a financial situation that makes it impossible to carry on unless
fairly extensive sources of income can be found. The possibility of finding these sources is, however,

L so that the Committee will either have to discontinue its useful activities, or the City
w and the Provincial Administration will have to increase their contributions very materially

. The year closes with an overdraft of £207. 17s. 10d. The Provincial Administration has,
mmrﬂwcmnnﬂm responded to its ap]:eal and the Executive Committee has decided
to make a special grant of £315 to the Nursery Schools after March 31sr, 1947,

. The Committee sincerely trusts that the Provincial Administration will, without delay,
make such a radical change in its policy of s:ljgpmﬁng Mursery Schoaols, that the Committee wﬁl
have ne need to appeal to it again in the future.

Acknowledgements.
The Committee acknowledges, with thanks, generous help from many quarters, as follows :—

Financial Contributions.—Provincial Administration, subsidy; Pretoria City Council,
E‘nmdln-lld*. West End Nursery School Birthday Club; Pretoria Parents’ Association, £15;
nited Building Society, £5; Pretoria Football Association, £5; Miss Dien Wyers £5; Mr.
Hofman for the following donations from: A. Wolf, Led., £10. 10s.; H. Evans & Co., £10. 10s.;
SI.[E'&. Co., £10. 10s.; F. Knoefel, £10; Wm. Melntosh, £10; Hillman Bros., £5. 5s.: Hunt,
Leuchars W . 54.; Ballantine, Ltd., £5. 55.; Tatham & Co., £5. 55.; Charles Bramley,
i Provident Building Society, £2. 15.; Ons Eerste Volksbank, £3. 3s.

Esq
» must again mention the valuable work done by the Birthday Club under
"ok

able chairmanship of Mrs. Pentz. Mrs. Pentz also orpanised the teas and light luncheons at

C.P.S. Hut, Church Square, and it was this self-sacrificing effort, plus the noble assistance of
voluntary Iﬁn, specially that of Mrs. Scully, that made it possible for her to hand over to the
Committee substantial sum of £156. 10s. 9d.

Services. |

. Dr. A: Philipson, medical supervision of bath schools; service of District Health Visicors;
Pretoria Clinic, examination and treatment of children; Dr. Milner, weekly transport of
bles; s Laundry, washing 90 blankets; Gerard Finger, mending wheelbarrows; Mr.
coat, | “electric stove pl:.te; Mr. Tompson, repairing lock and door of native room:
the Board of Directors of Iscor and Mr. K. Anderson for repairing macadamised runway; Mr.
MNabbie Clark who work on macadamised runway and who was also responsible for
numerous odd jobs; . ]. C. Bosman, repaicing toys; Mr. Repton of the Parks Department,
trees and lawns and Ia'g,ring out the shrub garden: Prisons Department, trenching above
garden; Mr. Buchel, stopcock repairs and extension to water Eige: Mr. Nicolai, drainage of
sandpit; Mr. Chadwick, erectin[}&ntm Mr. van Jaarsveldr, use of C.P.3, Hut; Provincial Architect,
aleerations to C.P.S. Hut; Mr. man, for his ever ready i‘.alp and advice, the Press; the Honorary
Auditor and members of the Committee for their help.

Froof thar the Mursery Schools are doing a good work in Pretoria is found nov only in the
variety of help listed above, but also in the large number of visitors, who came to see what
e schools were Public interest, gifts in kind and financial aid strengthen the hands of
valuntary Committecs that organise, guide and control such an important social service as Nursery
Schools. Without money, however, the service is faced with shipwreck, Teachers need
security of tenure, as as cermainty of annual increments. At the moment, both of these are
lacking. E vear, the burden on the shoulders of voluntary Committees grows heavier, and
one can end vear's report in no better way than quoting the last paragraph from Dr. Ruth
Amdt's 1946 report: “It is scarcely to be expected thar voluntary Committees will be able to
carry the growing burden of responsibility indefinitely, if they are to remain dependent upon
charity to meet essential running costs.”

HEALTH EDUCATION AND PROPAGANDA.

Health education and propaganda are essensialities in the promotion of health,

__ In order that health knowledge may be widely disseminated, every form of education such
as Theatre filmlets, health exhibitions, health weeks, attractive posters, lectures and radio broad-
casts should be made use of.

Health propaganda is unfortunately very costly and when finances are linited, education
must be reduced correspondingly. The Department has, however, during the year under review,
carried out a greatr deal nf}r;fth educational work. Large 5 are prominently displayed in
various parts of the City, threatre filmlets are regularly exhibited and a large number of lectures
have been given to the public on almost every subject pertaining to the health of a community.
It is hoped that more funds will become available in future for new filmlets, if possible in colour,
to be produced on a wider range of subjects. Existing filmlets are receiving wider publicity since
theatre circuits have been considerably increased in recenr vears
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RECORD OF WORK OF HEALTH INSPECTORS.

Dunngthe?ear the staff had difficulty in coping with the increased volume of work in an
endeavour to maintain a sufficiently high standard of throughout the Ciry. Difficulties
have also been experienced in obtaining the services of a S'Lﬂﬁr.:lmt number of exp
Inspectors. On two oceasions during the year we invited applications for positions of First Grade
Health Inspectors, and on both occasions there were very candidates, and most ofth::u wlw
did apply were not in possession of the required gualifications.

It has been noticed that numerous other local authorities have also advertised for Health
Inspectors and in the majority of instances the salaries offered in relation to the qualifications
required were hlghti‘ than in Pretoria. The position in Pretoria is that is it bec a stepping
stone for Junior Inspectors and that, after gaining a little experience they resign to take 1 up  similar
employment in other towns on a higher salary grade. This continuous clmge !érlci::z
affects the efficient working of the Department. In order to fall in line other major
authorities the existing g'.rDCEing scheme should be revised.

Because of the Ia:ﬁc number of inexperienced Inspectors on the present staff and the
rapid rate of increase in the work, it was thought advisable to increase the staff of of the
specialised sections, viz., Food Enntml Pest Control and the Slum Section, ltnchit?!%ﬂ[
experienced District h&m:ﬂm to each section. This assists the District ors in gaining
experience more rapidly from guidance and more direct supervision of seniors.

There still exists one vacancy on the Inspectorial Staff, and for efficient working of tht
Department additional staff will be required in the near future. The work of the
been hindered, in that it has been found difficult to enforce improvements to many
owing t shamge of houses and building materials and because of the difficulty in o
labour. D&DII‘.E all this, the Department has been able to maintain satisfactory hml:ni: con-
ditions throughour the Ciry.

- ln.‘:‘.orn: of the acrivities of the Inspecrorial staff during the period under review are set out
« as follows:—

Toral inspections made

Muisances dealt with .. 15,597
Muisances abated. {Thui. mo:ludls umbnmi nuisances Clm.:ﬂ
over from previous year) .. .. 12,192
Emnp{aintsdqa:wuh e i et S s S R ;rﬁ
cences approved . T S ;
Lml:m:csnglud o e e i i 156 5
Samples of water tabr:n o et atann et SR 135
Samples of foodstuffs taken .. vai AR TR 130
Visits of enquiry re infectious diseasey - il G0 G 2212
Muizances Detected and Referred to other Departments:
1. To the City Engineer .. 446
2. To the Manager, Native and J‘melc Mmmmmt:un Dapart-
ment.. . 151
3. To the Chief Licence Officer .. .. .. .. v o v 95
4. To the Director of Parks it il S et SR e 19
5. To the City Electrical Eng;lmer e e 16
6. T:}:J'm(ﬂﬂel'Traﬂ%cDEicer i [ e, s i 16
7. To the Firemaster - o i e e et SN S R 2
B, To the Lo Eleck: R N 1
9. To the Housing Manageress EANE SRR s S e |
Prosecutions:

Prosecutions of contraventions of the Food, Drugs and Disinfectants Act and the
Municipal By-laws were undertaken and 98 convictions obtained. Fines amounting to
£321 10s. 0d. were imposed

PEST CONTROL.

In Fr:bruat‘?. 1947, the Inspectorial Staff of the Department was reorganised with the
result that this section received two additional Inspectors. Most matters appertaining to the
control of pests are attended to by this section. The additional staff has been of great assistance
to the Pest Control Inspector in charge, rmlung ible for him to concentrate on the more
important side of the work, leaving complaints and certain routine inspections to be dealt with
by the two additional inspectors as wcll as the District Inspectors.

ANTI-MALARIA CONTROL.

Anti-mosquito measures were continued throughout the year, particular attention bezgg

paid to the drai of swampy areas, removal of grass and the strai ing and grading

existing spruits and water courses, in order to eliminate as far as possible all breeding gmundn.
page water is continually draining into certain sections of spruits, where it tends to stagnate
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im small pools, as there is not sufficient volume to cause a low. Cattle and other animals f tl

“-mm these water courses, and in this manner ideal breeding places for one nfsﬂ::qv;rgnur:
a are provided. It is therefore considered cssential that the canalisation of the larger
be u:ﬂull:]t;lem-n at the earliest opportunity, in order to minimise the ever-increasing threat

 Imadequate control of irrigation dams owned by market gardeners led to numerous com-
 plaints of mosquito nuisances from persons in the vicinity. The owners were approached with
the request that they pay a small fee ro the Council for its staff to clear the sides of the dams of
- weeds and provide for regular apn-,riﬁ with anti-larval oil during the summer months. It is
 gratifying to report that the majority of owners have agreed to this.

: During the summer season, one European case of locally contracted malaria was notified.
- A survey for the Anophelene vector was made in the vicinity but no trace could be found.

L Jbene Ii Noe Anophelens tmhm vector) adult mosquitos were discovered in surveys conducted
during the year. There were, however, some Anophelene larvae found in the lnneédn!c area,

- RODENT ERADICATION.

The destruction of rodents on Municipal premises by means of trapping, poison baits and
 gassing has been continued throughout the year.

Owing to shortage of staff rodent destruction on private premises has been discontinued,
%‘ﬂm it was considered essential.

A greater reduction of rodents in the City could be accomplished if more staff were ap-
~ pointed and their services made available to owners or occupiers of private and business premises,
on payment of a reasonable fee to cover cost of labour and material.  This, of course, would require
i regulations H‘.’,mmﬁl purposes re charges, etc.
A great deal of difficulty has been experienced in the past in connection with rodent
infestation of adjoining buildings when demolition of premises is in progress. Through the kind
co-opetation of the Building Controller and Union Health Department it has now been arranged
that no persons shall be permitted to demolish a building until a rodent-free cerificate, which is
 igsued h-r ﬂﬂl'.]]l:]nmm to the Building Controller, has been submitted by him.

Strict control is kept over the erection of new grain and feod stores as well as old establish-
ments, in order to ensure that the rodent regulations are complied wich.

P

Throughout the year many new rat poisons and traps were tested, and the Department

| Is continually carrying our experiments in connection with roedent eradication.
P BEOGOg 4l
. OTHER PESTS.

Cockroaches.—D.D.T. solution has been used with success against cockroaches on

'I‘kh.—-D.ﬂ.T.' powder;, Gammexane and a 5 per cent. solution of Phenol in paraffin have
| all been found to be useful in dealing with ticks.
| Ants.—Ant infestation of the City Hall was suc:mfui}?' dealt with by the application of
| DD.T. powder. In other cases Gammexane proved more effective as an anticide.

—After lengthly deliberation and experimentation, the D:ﬁm-tmnm has been success
ful in instituting D.D.T. solution for treating bug-infested municipal premises; in fact hydro-
cyanic acid is hardly ever used at all.

EXPERIMENTS.

Flower containers at the cemeteries have afforded breeding places for mosquitos for many
years and it has been difficult to deal effectively with'this problem.

Very successful experiments were made by using cubes of Plaster of Paris soaked in
D.D.T. smnm One pelli’:tiis added to the water in a normal size vase. This destroyed larvae
for s up to six weeks and it had no detrimental effect on the lasting quality of the flowers.
It has been with the Su tendent of Cemeteries that such pe will be placed in
the vases during the summer months at regular intervals.
The following experiments were also carried out:—

(1) D.D.T. solution and sawdust in bottles, for anti-larval control in swampy areas.

(2) D.D:T. solution in Malariol proved successful as an anti-larval spray.

(3) D.D.T. Aerasol Bombs were very effective in adult carching stations.

FLIES.

Anti-fly measu carried out throughout the year. Extensive propaganda was made
through the l.:;uss mTth“:“;ublic was asked to co-operate in the destruction of flies and the
removal of possible breeding places from their own premises.

e —————————————

—_— e ——




































59

REPORT ON SLUMS CLEARANCE UNDERTAKEN BY PRETORIA HEALTH
DEPARTMENT FOR THE YEAR ENDING 30th JUNE, 1947.

During the war years no slum elimination programme was undertaken owing to the acute
shortage of building materials and housing accommodation. This has caused a deterioration of
what could be termed a tolerant standard of slum conditions in this :t.;r ;i

With the return of ex-volunteers into civilian life, there is an increased demand on already

ion, and through sheer necessity unsarisfactory outbuildings
garages, stables, native rooms, storerooms and tents are being occupied as dwellings. This has
increased the difficulties of the Department and has made it necessary 1o {mbag{cu;'lnm; a moﬁiﬁe{‘i
scheme of minor slum elimination without causing any undue hardship.

This scheme has been undertaken in collaboration with the development of the Danville
housing scheme. With very few exceptions applications for sub-economic houses have been
solely on the basis of u thy housing conditions. Pretoria has never been con-
a city with a large percentage of slum dwellings. During the war years, however, hardly
any slums were eliminated owing to the acute sh of building materials and housin
tion. This caused the development of new slums and very little abatement of ol
Families who were living under unhealthy conditions have been rehoused and steps
taken under the Slums Regulations to prevent re-occupation of the vacated premises. This con-
trol has proved most effective but in spite of it there is still a very large number of unsatisfactory
outbuildings, garages and stables heinﬂ.mcupiad throughout the city. This is because there has
not been a : increase in the number of residences erected when compared with the
increase in general population.

Active slum elimination through the medium of Slums Courts has not been undertaken,
but by mutual consent with the owners of certain slum properties, 29 dwellings have been
demolished upon vacation by the tenants.

During the year under review, only one slum rescission order was made in respect of
pl'l:nﬁuwhh_hﬁmdmhmdtﬂum several years ago.

Recent negotiations with the Union Department of Defence hove resulted in a scheme

certain surplus nnlll::m camps or bungalows will be converted by the Council into

small housing schemes. This will be of considerable help in solving the city's ]mustn% problems.

arrangement already concluded, approximately 75 families will shortly be re-housed and
further negotiations may result in this number being greatly increased.

Important slum problems still confront the city in regard to the non-European com-
munities in spite of the extensions to Atteridgeville Location which have greatly assisted in easing

é

i

the . Conditions in Bantule and the remaining portion of Marabastad are still unsatis-
factory. Mo housing schemes have as yer been formulated for the Coloured or Asiaric
communities. must receive attention otherwise the areas allocated to them at present and

the conditions under which they live will deteriorate with possible adverse effects on the health
of the community as a whole.

The acute housing shortage, the difficulty in obtaining labour for building new houses,
the expense of construction and the scarcity of materials generally are factors whicli1 render slum
almost ible, and unless these difficulties are overcome there will be a great

increase in the number of slum dwellings, and the whole problem will be aggravared.
The following is a récord of the work undertaken by this section during the past year:—

DEMOLITIONS.
Mumber of declared slums demolished: 4 dwellings comprising 13 apartments.
Mumber of undeclared slums demolished: 25 dwellings comprising 159 apartments.
MNumber of families affected by demolitions: 56 families comprising 113 persons.








































































