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Vital Statistics. Death rates for the three - h 1 F £
the previous year, whilst in the case of Eumpﬂmm:nhcm:':ﬁg;w 3 feflnite: declisd Sabomuaiad wih

It is difficult to account for this rise in the European death rate. The lowered rates for the other three
races are probably due o two canses @ firstly, a much larger number of * open * cases are being isolated in hospital,
and secondly, facilities for the detection and prompt treatment of cases in the early stages of the disease have been

Attached are vital siatistics ing the last seven vears which refer to all iMarenti
City and Imported cases and betwesn and mmm;m ';i:“ all races, differentiate between

Also shown are the number of notifications and deaths per year and, in the cass of City patients. the annual
notification raies and deaihs raies per one thousand of the population, et

Distinction between City and Imported cases i3 necessary for statistical, public health and financial reasons.
the sake of simplicity, th dlnlncl?::h based on the period of residence. Any patient who has resided in

for a period of not less than six months is regarded as a *bona fide* Durban resident and therefore as
liability of this local authority. Such patients are designated * City cases * and all others as * Imporied cases,”

it

Different cities use different domicilinry ° yardsticks * leading 1o arguments between local authorities on
question of financial liability, which could be obviated if the Public Health Act were amended 10 define
* domicile " in the case of Tuberculotics.

The most reliable index of the of the discase, year by year, is the Death Rate. In this regard, it
will be noticed that the Native death rate from Pulmenary Tuberculosis steadily increased until the last two years
ntial decline from 6.21 in 1943 to 3.33 in 1947 occurred. This raie of decline is promising, bui it is
tatistics between the years 1936 and 1946, the two census years, may not be reliable, as the population
rvening years were merely estimated figures. This view appears 1o be borne out if ene noted that
the number of deaths amongst City cases for the years 1943 and 1946 respectively were 446 and 461, whereas the
death rates |=:r 1,000 for the same two years were 6.21 and 423, Fq:llmrmm_ during recent years, there has been
an increase in the number of City cases who have reiurned to their kraals where they must have, in most cases,
died, and it is probable that deaths were regarded as * rural °* deaths and therefore not referred 10 Durban
for cormection of statistics,

H
it

Endemiological Control re MNative Cases. Some years ago, the Native waiting list for admission to hospital
was comparatively small. Natives were then admitied 10 both King Edward VI HospitaLand McCord's Hospital.
Recently, King Edward VIII Huf}fim revised its policy and now no longer admits diagnosed cases, although
NUMErous m—pnmt;nls are eventually diagnosed as Tuberculosis cases, when they are ransferred 10 Springfield
or other hospi

During the last few wears, this Department has adopted the policy of investigating the home-contacts
and work-confacis of most, if not all, Mative cases. This procedure led o the discovery of many new cases.
Some are admiited 1o the wards direct from the clinics, whilst others are placed on the waiting list for

?

The recent opening of additional wards at Springfield Hospital reduced the number of cases on the wailing
list 1o a minimum, bul only temporarily, As soon as these were filled, the waiting list lengthened again,

'.l'.l'u-s list of Mative cases in Durban iitself, however, never reaches formidable proporiions, because
if no hospital bed is available, when diagnosis is made, Mative patients waally return to their kraals, They cannot,
in most instances, do otherwise because their employers are unwilling 1o allow them to reside with their other

. Thix, again, illustrates the need for more hospital accommodation either in Durban iself or in the rural
areas, or plﬂ‘g:];hr bath.

Realising the financial and ctler hardships caused 1o thess waiting-list cases, the City Council some years
has adopied two measures calculated to bring some reliel —

(1} The Council pays to the patient, through the care-comemittes of the Matal Anti-Tuberculosis Association,
g;: uivalent ufwmmu?ud diusamd#%immwmmmluwmmmm
a n to tal i an

{2) Any * City " Native who is unable to obtain a hospital bed, and who therefore requires to return (o
his kraal, is provided with his train ticket if he is unable to afford travelling expenses.

Many Natives leave wospital against medical advice, many hundreds each wear, and retum to their Kraals,
. in conssquence of which this Department wrote (o all hospatals rmqun:rmnﬂ that the Department be informed, in
il possible, 50 that measures might be taken in terms of Section 25 and 29 of the Public Health Act for

advance, |
the forcible detention in hospital of such cases. Advice from the hospitals, however, usually arrives oo late.

To press this procedure and detain all such cases in hospital is hardly practicable, for the following reasons :

{g) Considerable continual assistance from the Police would be required, and the force is under-staffed
as it is

(b) While there iz a shonage of beds, it is usually better for all concerned that these beds be occupied

by willing and co-operative patients instead of by those detained in hospital by force ;
{¢} Hospital authorities deprecaie the creation of a * police atmosphere * in the hospitals; and

i) Ewen though it may be legally correct 1o compel cases to remain in hospital in Durban unul they die,
many consider that it is monlly wrong 10 sever all opporiunitics these patients have of seeing their
familics before they dic. Rural hospitais at focal points offer a solution of this difficulty.
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VEMEREAL DISEASE. ACCOMMODATION :

-umw Addington Hospital : In-patient treatment at Addington is available onl
Btm that accommodation for both sexes was provided some years ago in a special V.

ock, ufmffulppmmll:.rthemnlﬂmurthnvm'musnkhlmuuvn cwnlpmmm
md females cspecially are prone to defanlt after a short of treatment and if the uulm: in-patient
Imuumudmm were put mm commission, these patients could be intensively treated until they becomwe non-

lthmhhowdnhnnha?mﬂm!mmnmm ill remedy this outstanding defect in the f
and extending general hospinal I‘ncltmlu in ['ﬂﬁ'n :Imu-ﬂyr ey e i e

The evening clinics for a1 Addington, have proved a boon, especially 1o the Coloureds, of
whom work in factories. The evening Clinic at Congella, which P has been operative Enrl':emml NIII:L! unu:lwn?n,i:
attendance of 70 patients every Tuesday evening.

The staff of the V.D. Department at Addington and Congella has not been increased in number during
Ill The Province Administers the European and Coloured Clinics a1 Addington, and the in- Fallunl. section

nun-Eurnpun Clinic at Congella. The Municipality administers the out-patient section of the Congella
l:lnln and alse employs :

(&) a female European Health Visitor, who attends all the Clinics and rounds up defaulters and
contacts ; and

(&) MNen-European Health Assistants who perform similar duties in respect of Mon-Europeans.

Non-Europeans : Hospital : (King Edward VIl Hospital and City Fever Hospital). Although
the Provincial Adminisiration has provided well equipped hospitals at Dundee, Port Shepstone, Vrvheid, Eshowe,
elc,, numerous MNon-European patients by-pass these institutions and come 1o Durban for treatment, therchy

both the V.D. Wards and cutpatient Clinics. Unbess this tendency is checked, it will ﬂmrﬂr he
necessary (o consider building extensions to the Congella Clinic, as all the ﬂmlah{e SEoS 5 o fully occupied.

Mﬁﬁm:l:lr the practice of sending out a blood-sampling tcam to various Coloured schools has been
continmed. ples are taken from all the children, returncd 1o the Clinic, where the samples are tested,
Mﬁnmnmtm.ﬁlmlﬁnﬂmminrlEnlm

Healih © Panel * Service. The number of employers sending their servants for examination and certification
before engapement in domestic duties continues 1o increase, an average of 15 such cases being examined daily.

Factors the V.I). Conirel Programme. The number of young Native girls under the
age of 14 who acquire 5 |Ik through sexual intercourse continues 1o prove a ressing problem, Such cases
are reporied to the élfare agency and to the Police. The culprits are seldom brought 1o justice owing

10 ﬂu diﬁmlly of pmor

Indifference to Danger of Infection. Since the advent of the Sulpha Drugs and Penicillin, the treatment
nd‘nuu of both Gonorrhoea and Syphilis has become so easy in early uncomplicated cases that 2 new problem
is becoming evident. Africans especially, are losing their fear of V.ID. and tend 1o cast whatever littke discretion
they ever had in this connection completely 1o the winds.

No inhibitions as regards. their sexual instincis are powerful encught to induce them to avoid the dangers
u:l'p:mh:.lity This danger, too manifest, is likely to increase still further. Every day we see patients in
m&rﬂpmﬂ‘llrﬂmnhm ing treated for their second, third and fourth infections.

Soch factors as these which tend to diminish the success of V.D. Control measures are true reflections of
the ling ma.liﬂlim which is likely 1o overtake the * urbanised * native in the absence of p rL:g-:r hmng
and full gamut of health, educational, recreational and general social amenitics normeally associated therewith

Pre-requisites to the improvement of V.D. control :
1. ﬁr Europeans and Coloureds : Provision of stafl and accommodation for in-patient treatment
2. For Matives : (o) extension of family housing ; () extension of clinic space ;
3. For all races : Extension of health education,
FIELD HYGIENE : £

During the under review the section was re-organised and strengthened. The new disposition permitied
lmmmhnmmmml of the pest factors of the City.

The section contimeed 10 181 all new anti-pest poisons, sprays, insecticides and disinfectants as they became
available with @ view to ascertaiining their valués as pest-destroyers.

"ﬂm: D.D.T. preparations, there was nothing of cutstanding merit. However, certain substances
such as ine Hexachloride and Chlorodane, both still in short supply, give great promise particularly for the
control of roaches. 'When procurable in quantity these substances will be fully tesied.

Plague and Rodent Control. The stafl allotted to these activities com 4 Europeans (15t Grade
General Assisianis) and 7 Indian Field Assistants. The functions of this stafl are lw:-!'o]d .

{a) m appraigal by mu of gassing and wapping, of all industrial and commercial areas for

5 the reduction of the mdml populition by baiting, trapping or gassing or by a combination of any of
: these measures. Indications for redent-proofing are refierred to the General Sanitation Section for
attention.

Phosphorous and Barium Carbonate have been used almost exchusively in the prepartion of poison-baits,
In a few instances sirychnime has been resoried fo.

o i m results but it has not been used
M ‘W Antu mmnﬂmuuwﬂ&hum good
(@) it is very toxic o dogs and cals ;
(&) sub-lethal doses induce tolerance, e, the ability to withstand very heavy doses |
(e} several pecularities not yet fully understood, and
() high cost.
For trap work, vegetables, tomatoes, meat and fish have been used with good effect.
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(‘u'chm-ﬁlaiﬂl Meningitis. The incidence of Cerebro-Spinal Meningitis was slightly greater than in the
previous year. 18 cases being notified as against 12.

Scarbet Fever. This infection dropped by 25% as compared with the previous vear, the figures rétumed
being B6 as against 107,

Other Infectious Diseases. The incidence of other infectious diseases has been low and calls for no special
comment.

OTHER DMSEASES—FOOD POISONING :

During the month of December, 1946, mal’fﬂuﬂmﬂ ng occurred among Natives living in Umlaz
Mission reserve and Indians at Isipingo Rail, which at first dufumm. The illness, as a rule, commenced
with vomiting and hcad.aﬂuu:nsalm in lhn: limbs and joints, swelling of the face and puffiness of the
many cases, 4 rash subseg ped. Following the acuie siage, patienis complained of
and Feet with difficuliy in walkms_ Several deaths were notified amongst the Motives in the

On 10th January, 1947, St. Aidan’s Hospital, Durban, reported the admission of an Indian male adult
and his son from Tsipingo Ruil, who were suffering from Polyneuritis and who gave a history similar to that
previously obdained from MNatives in the Umlazi Mission Reserve.

Medical officers of this Department, who in 1938, had investigated a local ouibreak of paralysis caused

%4 the conlamination nﬁ;mhn&-nﬂ with tri-oriho cresol phosphate, examined the at thie request of the

nbon Health patients exhibited signa of severns h:lymrrill.-; losa of power in hands and
feet, Tt was conswlered that poisoning by either lead or ortho-cresol phosphates was highly improbable.

'Ea'

h%yd‘lh:mmumnumm ing. They stated that on or about the 15th December, 1946, all mem-
bers of the fami hadmddmlymmudnn“mmmwumdhrmmmmﬂmgﬂlhhnﬂm
throat, follawed and later by a rash affecting the face and upper limbs, The rash subsided and was

followed byw:il:nm in the limbs. The information was vouchsafed that several families at Isipingo Rail
similarly affected.

On the faIlnmng day (11ih Jameary), Medical Odficers from both anrhmuurrhjm: rapid

at I"m"ﬁo]hi which was continued on 1.h¢ 12th and extended o include the Um:l Mission Reserve,

uritis were discovered, several of which were gradually mwﬁu weakness

limbs. llmmnﬂ:htmmﬁﬁﬂwmmﬂmmwand all members in each
simuliancously anacked.

Furthermore, it was noted that breast-fed babies had esca and that in all instances
developed between 12th and 22nd December. It also soon that a factor commen to all famil
purchass of grocery items from one Indian storckeeper in the neighbourhiood. It now scemed certain
tllness was not of an infectious nature.

-,_,EHL" the above investigations were proceeding, further cases were discovered in local non-European

Fy Ss
g
E ?5&5

7
2§
7F

On the 13th January, an important clee was obtained from & Native woman living in the Umilazi H.Hun
Reserve, all the members of whose family had been affected in vanying degrees, On being int: hd.inlﬂtd
that she suspected some coarse salt purchased o few weeks previously and which had a fixint
a5 the cause of their illness,

She had purchased the salt in question from the storekeeper but afler her suspicions had mmﬂ.lhh
Ircmmbmtghﬂhewhel g&t;:lﬂ |||¢I9cb“¢1!hattﬂnnn.1:;hl to three weeks had elapsed Mﬂl&m
mplr. was still available in which argenic was subsequently detected 1o the extent of ten paris per

on

On 14th January, a conference of Medical Officers was held at the Giovernment Laboratory, Dl.nhn,
when it was agreed that the illness was almost certainly not infections but of the nature of a metallic
such as wodumd;? arsenic, Though the text-books make Ihﬂu mention of the fact some observers
stressed the signs of swelling of 1h= a.m.l Jjoints which they had observed in previous uultrml:t of arsenical
poisoning. Confirmatory evidence of the cause of the outbreak m soon forthooming Mmom the positive results
obtained in the analyses of biological e taken from patients. The stage had now been reached when the
outbreak could d-r.ﬂmu[y be a:.u.humfm 1w poisoning by arsenic with coarse sali as the vehicls,

Subsequent investigation revealed :(—

{a) that ihe salt had been purchased from an Indian whaolesale firm in Durban ;

{8 that contamination in Durban during storage was highly improbable and could be excluded ;

{r} that, in all probabilily, the contaminated bags formed parnt of a consignment 110
bags from certain sali-works up uuunir;t which were delivered in Durban on the 13ih

11_946 I_Ib:'l! this consignment whic mmﬂmumh:m:ﬂmlhrw&numﬂ;
October -

() that the number of contaminated bags was at 'easi three ;
(£} that there was no evidence (o show ihat contamination could have taken place at the sali-works ;

() that, by inference, somewhere in transit the bags were most probably contaminated between
the salt-works and the Durban wholesalers ; and

{g) that the coniaminating agent was almost beyond doubt a red-coloured cattle-dip.

Up to the 16th January, 1947, no City cases had been reported but on that date the DT:J
of & case in the King Edward VII1 Hospital. The story related by this patient inftiated f ul‘lnuulp.llmu
which led to the discovery of several families in the ille district who had been affected as far back as the
first halfl of the month of Movember, that is 1o say, a month or so earlicr than the oubreak llhinh originaied at
Isipinge Bail. 1t was indeed most unforiunate that the sulferer had noi medical assistance earlier, for had
ﬂumbﬁms‘}ﬂuhr::. timeous investigations must have resulied which might have prevented the larger wlhul.k
in uthemn ans,

Thrﬁmmminﬂtﬁrgm:ﬂuﬁdmmss:h Movember, 1946, when cleven persons in ona family con-
tracied an illness acoo ¥ vomiting, abdominal pains and acute prostration shortly after they CiOfl-
sumed their evening meal. Within a few days one member died. MNevertheless, it was not until the middle of

that another member, owing 1o his parilyveed state, sought hospital treatment and came to the notice of the
Department, Crwing 1o the severity of her symptoms, his wife was soon afterwards admitted. The remaining
members of the family had sither recovered or were making good progress though still complaining of parsesthesia
of the hands and feel and of some difficully in locomotion.

O the Sth Movember, 1946, another Indian family resident in the same area werne stricken and in this instance
both parents and three out of four children were affected. Within a few days, two adult Natives living at the same




address took ill though their two children remained well. A week afterwards in the ighbourhood, her
Indian family i of six members, mm;hr adults, m‘ﬁf‘m ;“:Iuddt: l'lln::-sm o nied by w.ﬂ:;m
and diarrhoea followed by swelling of the face, skin pigmentation, desquamation and loss ni power in the limbs.

Between the 12th and 18th December, 1946, the three members of another Indian family livi ite
the Matives already mentioned took ill within a few days of each other with ﬂ'm{hr sy:fg;mug s e

After this investigation had concluded, further cases in the Mayville district were traced by means of a
Coloured patient who had been treated in hospital for some weeks for a condition dingnosed as a lic pewritis.
Arsenic was subsequenily detected in specimens of his hair. His wifie had been only mildly affected and had recovered.
Eb:_ related how iwo r neighbours had also suffered slightly and had fully recovered.

Five of the six families, attended 1o above, gave 4 history of having bought coarse salt from one common
spurce—an Indian storekesper who traded in the area—and in three instances, the onset of their illness coincided
with the date of purchase. In the case of the Native family the probability of having borrowed salt from the Indian

ik not denied but it was alleged that their salt had been purchased at the Indian Market and that

haid not supplicd this commadity for some weeks prior 1o their illness, However, little reliance

could be placed on this statement as it was obvious throughout the investigations that thoss interrogated were
anxious not 1o antagonise members of a class on whom they depended for the necessities of life,

The history thai, in one family, cases occurred in December is attributed to the fact that the housewife
had stored her supply of salt from the dealer for some weeks until a mtion drawn by her husband had become

g

The connection between the Durban and South Coast outhreaks was established when it became known
that the M llmugm had obtained his deliveries from the same wholesaler concerned with the Isipingo
outhreak the relati ip became cven closer when it transpired that two deliveries had been effected during
October and on the 5th and 16th of that month l’l:rﬂcli‘ﬂﬂ)'. Here it is interesting 10 observe that the Union
Health Authorities seized an unopencd contaminated bag at Umeinto which had been railed by the Wholesale
firm on Ihnt{f: III‘.;:EM. a;'dl}ﬁ‘?c bag which was responsible for the outbreak at Isipingo Beach was received
on October, ;

Briefly then it may be said thar at least 3 non-Europeans in the Mayville disirict suffered from arsenical
during the months of Movember and December, 1946, As part of o more generalised outbreak, the main
barme by Indians and Natives resident at Isipingo Rail and in the Umlazi Mission Reserve, Mo Euro-
peans were affecied, The owthreak (approximately 250 cases) has probably not been surpassed in the history of
the country as far as arsenical poisoning of humans is conce . Both extensive and intensive scarches were
carried out by the !:ufnnoml: staff among stocks of salt beld by numerous retailers throughout the City and the
hundreds of hel EMWHElmkmmﬂwwdhﬂrimndmmmwnmhimﬁmmdmr
a peried of several v

In conclusion, it should be noted that two matiers remain unsolved. The first relates to a sudden and severs
illnzss which overtook three Natives living in a shack in Westville a few hundred yards beyond the City boundarses
at the end of September, 1946, Several weeks later two were hospitalised and the cause of their disabilities established
as due to arsenical poisoning. Salt had been purchased from at least two storckeepers in the Cato Manor district
but no connection with the wholesale firm concerned in the later cuses was estublished. These patienis probably
suffered as a result of using, for cooking purposes, some utensil which had contained arsenic. Several instances
of such a mishap have been recorded, one quite recently, from Pietermaritzburg.

The other refers to the arsenical poisoning of an Indian family resident in the Cliirwood area to which
the attention of the Department was drawn by the admission of a male adult ]?nlir.nl suffering from paresis of the
Hmbs to the King Edward VIIT Hospial in carlier part of March, 1947. Investigations disclosed that the re-

members of the Family, contisting of patient’s wifie and two young children, had also been affected but

1o @ besser degree. Their history was indefinite but pointed to the onset of the illness, at any rate in the husband's

case, as sometime at the beginning of February, Salt taken from an almost empty receptacle showed an excessive

content of arsenic (i.c., 1,500 parts per million). Mo further cases were traced nor were any subsequently reported

focus. The tery was further deepened by the fact that no connection was cver established botween

those im the Mﬁmjh and Isipinge Districts. Although the local storekeeper obiained

his stocks of sali from the same firm of wholesalers invelved in the general outbreak, he had long since sold any

bﬂ{;ﬂlﬁ “:i have buaiﬂnm o suspicion. The storckecper refuted any allegation against his salt by saying
he his oo consist

i

|

Iy as he said, of some thirty persons, from his own stocks without un-
tovward ts nor had he received any complainis from his customers in regard to this salt. Suffice it to say that
the prompt action of the Department in seizing the remaining portions of salt used by this family unquestionably

saved the three members remaining at home from serious consequences and further deterioration in their physical
condition. But how the contaminated salt found its way to this home must needs remain a matier of conjéciure,

EPIDEMIOLOGY : FORMIDABLE EPIDEMIC DISEASES :

Vaccinations (By courtesy of the Deputy Chiel Health Officer). The following vaccination of infanis and
12 year old children were carnied out during the year :—

Infants :

Insusceptible to Vmiﬂnliun 92
FD!‘I'!]‘DI'HI' 1] B i ian ) HEE | CEAEST-EAER 449 cwmm lomw  mam mam
12-year olds and others :
Exzmption certificates granted s, --c cer e cer omme s wes nes 43
Exemption certificates refused LRI g e T il
Indian Immigration Yaccination :
SoccessfUlly VROCIINIEd ... . e e see awe wen ane mgs e ees 415
Inmuseepdibde o' Vaosinalion ... oo e el i e am ane mee se 3
Postponed ewing (o Dlness ... ... .0 il i e we e s 5
12-year alds and Owver : .
Summary of Vaccinations for the City during the Year -
Carried out by the District Surgeon ... ... ... . oo - owo LGN
Carried out by the Municipal Mative Affairs Depariment ... ... .. :g.ﬁ;

Carried out by the City Health Depariment ..
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DISTRICT SANITATION :

Pt huumdl}nm-m I-ti‘mm Tnsnccm;: rqmmi:;hl h"fnd“;mﬂnf environmential l-:ruhh factors
rom war-time i ng number [et
mmth: ﬂﬂm;r pletion is indica ¥ increasing nu inspecti

1945 — 23,721 ; 1946 — 33.]*5 ;1947 — 44,043,

The Section's :mprmtm‘llsuwamm larﬂh' upan a bullding-constructional foundation, The
eontinued shortage of essential building materials, combqnﬂl with the diversion of labour to work of more pressing
national importance, during and since the war, has natrally been reflected in structural deterioration and per-
sistence Dfurﬂin“#ﬁ&unm:ﬁ nﬂ‘u:l:ms!:he repair of dwellings, modernisation of feod-shops ?mi alher
trading premises (ine lodg CHLESES, rnmanent anti-rodent measures, provision of san
conveniences for MII-E“}EGPEII'I. Tigmﬁ. anEl :n.tcmg:ul' “ basic * =anilation o slup:k housing :;E?

A return to normality in the building industry will permit of & commesponding aceeleration of the Department's
efforis to overtake the outstandings.

Orvercrowding and Unauthorksed Dwelld Giross overcrowd of recognised dwelling premises in the
m:.v is commonplace but by reason of the chronic housing position the riment, cxcepl on isolated occasions,
is precluded from action which would anl_h' result in additional hardships,

Meveriheless, a close walch is being maintained on the unauthorised use of sub-fAoor spices,
storercoms and suchlike structures, not nppm-e;l I:-:If the City Council for the purpose of luuu;nE hnb.mtﬁn m

generally with health requirements,

: Dyers, and Laundries. The new Public Health m{'-hws governing the conduct of Diry-
F;ﬁm and Laundry Establishments in the City were promulgated and became operative from 152 January,

Briefly, the effect of the new lughhumwﬂlhnlnlﬂwﬂu:mudﬂdofhym plicable to these businesses,
ml&ﬂlmm to sewered localitics and 1o certain defincd zoncs, whe Ummaw and Noisome Trades

are permitied

Mosquito Nuisances. Apart from the routine investigntions of mosquito complaints and institution of
remedial action, the Departmental mobile loud-speaker van was wsed to visit nifected localities and to disseminate
advioe on the eradication and prevention of lesﬁmtu nuisances. In this way, many more houscholders can be
comtacted in a given period and much val

Rodent Conirel. Close attention has been paid to rodent control in the City gencrally but, more particu-
larly, in the * Plague-risk * areas contiguous o the harbour and in factorses, food-shops and other premises uﬂ':l'du'lg
special attraction or facilities for the harbourage of rodents,

Wherever evidence of conditions favourable to rat attraction or harbourage have been discovered, the
necessary action has been taken to enforce the carrying out of remedinl measures,

ﬂﬁhﬁm regarding the Prevention of Rodent Infestation of Dwellings and other Buildings and Premises,
These d mp:hum published by the Minister of Health for genéral information and ¢riticism, were closely
and ceriain alterations were suggested 1o comply with local conditions.

for Provision of Sanitary Conveniences, efc. An appeal to the Supreme Court by zn owner
of against his conviction in the local Magisirate’s Court on two counts of coniravening the City Public
Health by failing to mainiain 4 commaon yard in a cleanly state and the non-provision of suitable and
tion for tenants, resulied in a judgment of considerable public health imponance

and dismussal of the appeal.

The i\ﬂlH‘l ulliw:m:d p::mm ﬂual: in & shnnly}éll_]lmflllmmnl. d.din:n;thrrphnad ﬂ&:ﬁu{:’nu!ﬂl’m’
insanitary tions on this particular type rq.rup-nnt and owner, despite the fact that welling
structures had been erected and were owned lfy ﬁ

Drainage of Premises : Sydenham Area. Shortly after the outhecak of war, City Council complered
the sewer reticulation of a mm of the Sydenham Area on the reverse slope of the Berea Ridge and extending
to Brickfield and Sparks

A considerable number of properties were thus brought within the sewered area of the City but, on account
gﬁmmhn- and high cost of essential materials, conneciion 10 the sewers was not pressed during the period
i

Generally, sanitary conditions in the arca concerned are very unsatisfactory duc to defective pail privics
and the absence of proper means for the disposal of waste waler.

mou?un number of rrlns hawe been drained, the majority of property owners have not taken
ldnnup af the facilities ru'w as a first step, this D:pm1mr:m has insisted upon sewer connections of
trading premises as a pre-requisite to limu'-ahh reporis on applications for licences.

However, it is considered thai ihe time has now armved when dwelling premises, of which there are m§
under multiple tenancy accommodating karge numbers of people and conducted on lodging house lines, shoul
be hygienically drained in the interest of public health.

The City and Water Engineer is now bringing pressure to bear upon property owners to make the necessary
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Meat Supplies. The number of animals slaughtered during the vear was as follows :—

Bovises Swine SHEEr & Goats
63,668  (71,603) 23,394 (52,231) 138466 (240,124)
Whale Carcases Condemned ;
L6857 (2,611) 1,536 (3,776} 950 (1,387)
Portions of Carcases in [b. weight :
556,128 (735,286) 13,600 (11,817} 07,775 [ SR10, T05)

DAIRIES AND MILK
Total No. of Dairy Inspections ...
Wmmmlmmmmmmmrﬂmdrmdﬂmmmmmn
aupulnlnd l.ll];t £
Chromnioal Tests mm Ne. Tnmd’ .:.. T
Bagterial Tests : ** Plate Count * : Total No. Tested

L]

578 BREE 8

Biological Tests for Tubercubosis : 'ﬂ:{at Mo, Tested
No. Megative... ...
lmdmmm‘b Mmtomm Tesls : Tnul Nu T:u:d oz

Mastitis Tests : Total Mo, T .
ﬁﬁd.lmmtﬂﬁl:Tm Tm:l.lHu ']'nlud

ﬁgml}m Very Di
er
Phosphatase Tests @ 'I'ul.a]Nn.Tﬂ '!" u:l;p

o, Passed

'Hn. Failed
Bang's Disease : Agglutination Tesis :
Total Mo, ToTal No,

oF Hirnps af Boviries Mo Mo. Mo Mo b
TesTED TESTED Posrmive SUSPICIMIS HA.BRJL‘!‘SEJ MEGATIVE INFECTION

& E ﬁEEEHEEE P

Herds Tested where Animals kept in close confinement :
B 617 93 98 3 423 k[ B

Herds which kad access to open grazing Tested @
12 346 8 13 2 323 L |

0 963 101 1 -] T46 220

Grading of Milk., W, a baseline of 1 million organisms per c.c. (Breed Count) and a Good :Bad
ration of 2:1 as a proposed ﬂultﬂlnwm;mulummnhamd

Milk from outside areas intended for pastearisation :
mﬁuﬁm%;ﬂ[nnh%mmfhwmlmj tgg e
pliers who il 4+
mwﬁmmm proposed grade ... ... i oo oee o 3 La +mf'
Raw milk from Local Drairies @

';]‘qnulm nf:.uppHeﬂtﬂ.lnd{ﬂnlyﬁ:rnmﬂlulJumj
mnlmppllt.rswha proposed grade
Mo. of suppliers who * failed © proposed grade

From the above, it 15 obvious that for the winter months, the p pawdmam rd of 1 million crganisms
c.c. is far oo lenient. Furthermore, it has been established 1 lh: milk supplies from the outside arcas are
pn!lu.mdmlhlh:nnophlhcmd thermodurnic organisms Whv:h survive amd multiply causing decomposition and
of the product. Every endeavour should be made to exercise more rigid control over
mmilk at t points of origin. 'l'h: above illustrites the impontance of testing milk supplics !‘orlgrade,
. These tesis were carried out only once per week and upon only 185 supplies whereas they should

be out daily (5 iesis per week) on-+ suppliers,
The advaniages of the Breed Count are that the test is rapid and informative, ie., the appeamnce of
organisms suggests the source of pollution. It alse indicates the presence of mastitic and other cellular elements.

Routine clinical inspections were conducted in herds supplying raw milk. Microscopic examinations and
ical fests of samples of blood, milk, sputum, ic., were carmied oul for the detection of bovine diseases
communicable to man, with the following resulis,

Bang's Disense : Contagions Abortion @ Bruccllosls : The incidence of this disease was found w0 be
as tqh.u +25%. It h nmzwun}ly thai the incidence of ihe discase was much higher in dairy herds located in

the built-up areas where the animals are kept in close confinement and where the conditions for the spread of
Mmmﬁmm On the other hand, in herds having aceess 1o open grazing, the percentage of mlection
was very much lower.

Tuberculosis : One herd, on two occasions, gave 4 positive biological tes1, However, it must be remembensd
the negative biclogical iest means nothing as infecied cows do not ai all times excrete wubercle bacilli and secondly
a m:rph is only taken from a bulk sample so thae if only one or 4 few cows excrete bacilli, the chances of getting
a positive biological test are very remote. For these mwnﬁ, the n@galm: findings in the other herds are by no
means an indication of absence of the disease. The only way of lishing the presence of infection is to ca
out the tuberculin test on the entire herd and thereafier 1o conduct biological tesis on every positiye reactor, wit
cerinin disclosure of any acltive carrier present.

Mastiths : The incidence of this disease was found o be very high and wherever positive cases were found,
they were eliminated.

Ome ouwibreak of Anthrax occurred at 4 local raw milk dairy. Before the release of milk, all

Anthrax :
necesgary public health control measures, including inoculation of the herd and thorough disinfection of the dalry
[premises, p\:ne efficiently undertaken in consuliation with the Government Veterinary Medical Officer.
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