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Y sar.

| |
19078 1908-9 | 1900.10 |1910-1I 1911-12

No, of Infant Deaths g lea | 1 | s8
Infantile Mortality Figare ... 673 | 44 | 003

1912-13 1913-14
g7 | 88 | 58

BE.5 i T4.8 | L

_ The following table shows the comparative rates {Europeans) from the
principal towns of South Africa: —

e R | e R
— LA [ TR | ——
Johanneshurg 134,000 | FET 8,08 8400 | 0k
Pretoria 28,800 | 0.8 7.0 67.0 0.
Bloemfontein 13,0000 ELLEL .02 .23 0,008
Capetown, City . 80,852 ‘ 2o | 12.1 105,08 1.28
o (Original Municipality)] 32415 | 24,40 ‘ 18.11 9220 1.3
Durban 36600 | %81 ] 60 (.66

INFECTIOUS DISEASES.

During the past year there have been no cases of Plague, Small-pox or
Malaria notified in the Borough, and excepting Dengue Fever, there has been
no epidemic or outbreak of any infectious disease.

The total number of cases of infectious diseases notified to the Health
Department was G281, as compared with 726 in 1912-18, and 771 in 1911-12.
Every notifiable infectious disease has shown a slight decrease, with the ex-
nEptiun of Scarlet Fever, which inercased from 27 cases the previous year to
G in 1913-14, of whom 18 were isolated at Congella Infectious Diseases
Hospital.

Of the 631 cases of infectious disease notified, 458 were of people residing
in the Borough, and in 223 cases the disease had been contracted elsewhere,
and the patients were either brought into the Borough for treatment or sub-
sequently developed the disease in Durban within the incubation period.

. Out of the eleven notifiable diseases on our schedule, the number of deaths
amongst the 458 Borough cases mentioned were 85, of whom 41 were cases of
Consumption of the Lungs.

It may be pointed out that all infections diseases are not made notifiable
Measles, Whooping Cough and Chicken-pox are not included in the list. The
Health T ment are, however, in a position to hear of any special incidence
of these diseases in the Borough, and their assistance is always available for
such cases—even to the extent of hospital isolation when required in the
interests of publie health.

From the following table it will be noticed that the total European
Bnmu%-ilmm notified remains remarkably stationary, viz., 358 for the past
vear, 304 for the previous vear, and 349 for 1911-12.

The number of cases notified as Dysentery remain about the same as
other years. As I have previously reported, many of the cases notified are not
true Dysentery, but Diarrhea of a more or less acute or severe nature, caused
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uot by the organisms producing Dysentery, but by irritating or improper
foodstuffs, and it might be discussed whether Dysentery should remain any
longer on the list of notifinble diseases.

Diphtheria shows a eonsiderable reduction on the total of the previous
year. g’prmal infeetion from a sick, or a earrier, to a healthy person accounts
for every ease. No case of this disease is now allowed to return to school
until three successive swabs from the throat have in bacteriological culture
and examination been proved negative. Antitoxin is supplied gratis to cases
where the medical attendant certifies that the parents are too poor to puy for
this remedy.

Enteric Fever shows a fair decrease, but it is to be regretted that more
advantage is not taken of the services available at the Laboratory in diagnosing
this disease. The carrying out of a Widal Heaction would in many cases
enable the medical attendant to arrive at a diagnosis days, and in some cases
weeks, before clinical symptoms alone seem to do. With the arrival of Dr.
Walker, who is an exceptionally qualified bacteriologist, we hope to assist
medical practitioners more in the '}utur-e, a8 regards disgnosis of infectious
cases.

There have been 52 new coses of Phthisis amongst Buropean
of the Dorough during the past vear. The number of cases from outside the
Borougl las slightly diminished during the year, but the total of these cases
far transcend the Borough cases still.  Many of these, although living in the
environs of Durban, are working in the Borough, and, consequently, if their
work places instead of their homes, or even both, were taken as the criterion
of domicile, the Borongh numbers would be considreably increased.

Phthisis amongst Natives working in the Borough is slightly less, and
the number of Natives coming from outside for examination has lessened by
8l per cent.

The number of Indians from outside the Borough visiting the Burean
has, however, increased. They are appreciating more the services rendered,
and taking advantage of the advice and treatment given. Many of these come
from Overport, Cato Manor, Umgeni, Svdenham, ete. Indiansg resident in
the Borough show a considerable deerease on last vear's numbers, and a decrease
of G5 per cent. over the number notified in 1911-12, '

Nearly 50 per cent. of all cases of infections disease have been treated

Lu hospitals, the figure being roughly that of previous vears, or perhaps even
ettor. F

__ During the past summer, and lasting for about three months, a fairly
widespread outbreak of Dengue Fever occurred. There were no deaths, hut
some of the patients had severe attacks, the after effects of which lost for a
considerable period. A circular was issued from this Department, drawing
the attention of burgesses to the necessity for mosquito extermination om
their premises, and ouflining the chief haunts of these insects and some of
the methods best fitted for their destruction. The Corporation still continue
the serviees of the Mosquito Brigade for the destruction of all mosquite larvm
in any swampy or vlei lands belonging to the Municipality.

S
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The following Chart shows graphically the monthly notifications of
Dyseatery for the past seven years:— -

DYSENTERY NOTIFICATIONS.
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The subjoined Chart shows the Monthly Distribution of Enteric during

the past seven years:—

EXNTERIC FEVER KOTIFICATIOXNS.
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